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PREFACE. 

THE  general  utility  anid^reat  importance  of  naval 
hiftory  to  the  inhabitants  of  Britain,  is  obvious 
from  our  being  featcd'-in  an  iiland ;  whence  it  is  evident^ 
that  to  navigation  we  owe  our  very  being  as  a  people. 
Next  to  this  is  the  confideration,  that  we  are  a  com* 
mercial  nation,  from  whence  we  equally  derive  internal 
and  external  advantages,  have  enlarged  our  correfpon* 
dence  to  the  utmoft  limits  of  the  globe,  whither  we  have 
carried  our  own  commodities  and  luatibfadures,  and 
have  brought  from  them  whatever  was  efteemed  either 
valuable  or  lingular.  The  great  figure  we  make  in  the 
world,  and  the  wide  extent  of  our  power  and  influence^ 
is  due  to  our  naval  flrength,  to  which  we  (land  indebted 
for  our  flouriOiing  plantations,  the  fpreading  the  Britifti 
fame,  and^  which  is  of  far  greater  confcquence^  Britifli 
freedom,  through  every  quarter  of  the  univcrfe.  Thefc 
are  the  glorious  trophies  of  maritime  empire,  and  the 
fruits  of  that  dominion  over  the  fea,  which  was  claimed 
by  the  earlieft  poflfeflTors  of  this  ifland,  and  has  been  de- 
rived by  an  uninterrupted  fticceflion  of  moblb  at- 
CHiEVEMENTs  on  that  element  to  our  own  times,  in 
which  the  fleet  of  Britain  may  be  truly  faid  to  have 
no  rival. 

The  preferving  a  regular  and  well  conncflcd  detail  of 
that  long  fcrics  of  events,  by  which  that  mighty  empire 
has  been  gradually  attained,  was  the  original  caule  of 
detaching  this  from  our  general  hiftorics,  in  which, 
while  it  lay  involved,  there  was,  as  indeed  of  neccfllty 
there  m^fl:  be,  no  little  obfcurity.    In  order  to  remove 

Vol,  I.  a  which. 
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mouth,  and  his  authority  drew  others  to  treat  it  with  abihluto 
contempt.  But,  iln^e  his  time,  through  the  indefatigable  la-i 
bours  of  many  induftrious  men,  other  ancient  authorst-have  beeq 
pubhihed,  which  plainly  (hew,  that  much  true  hi(lory  is  to  be 
met  with,  even  in  that  book,  though  cmbarrafied  with  fidtioti^ 
3efides,  \t  is  now  out  of  difpute,  that  Geoffrey  was  no  forger, 
or  inventor  qf  that  |iiftory  y  but  th^t  he  really  tranilated  it  out 
pf  the  Britiih  language,  in  which  tongue  it  is  ftiU  extant  ^. 

From  this  hiftory,  which  in  many  circum (lances  is  fupported 
by  others  of  better  authority,  we  have  various  paflagcs  in  re^ 
lation  tp  the  naval  power  of  the  Britons,  before  Caefar'a  expe- 
dition. Now,  that  thefe  are  not  altogether  increiHble,  mu(( 
appear  from  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  on  one  hand ;  and,  on  the 
Other,  from  what  niay  be  cited  from  w^-iters  of  unc^uel^ionable 
credit. 

Two  arguments  refuk  from  our  very  fituation ;  for,  firfl,  the 
people,  whoever  they  Irere,  Gauls  or  Trojans,  who  planted 
this  country,  muft  have  come  to  it  by  fea,  and  confequently 
inuft  have  had  foo^p  (kill  in  maritime  afiairs,  even  prior  to  their 
fettling  here.  Secondly,  the  furroutiding  fcas^  the  conveni.ent 
ports,  and  the  profped  of  the  oppoGte  ihore^i  muft,  doubtlefsn 
have  encouraged  them,^  when  fettled  here,  to  pradiife,  an4 
thereby  extend  that  fkill  in  navigation,  which,  as  I  have  faid, 
they  could  not  but  have  pofleiled  before  they  came  hithef« 
Hence  I  think  it  might  have  been  rationally  concluded,  that  our 
Britifh  auceftors  had  performed  ibmcthing  worthy  of  notice  at 
fea,  before  the  Roman  invafion,  even  though  there  had  been 
no  records  to  atteft  their  a£lions. 

Polybius  ^  mentions  this  illand  and  hs  commodities,  Lucre-. 
tius  <•  alfo  takes  notice  of  it,  and  thefe  were  both  writers  elder 
than  Caefar.  The  author «  of  the  book  Be  Mnndoj  which  goes 
commonly  under  the  name  of  Ariftotle,  fpeaks  of  the  Britifh 
iflands,  and  diftinguifhes  between  Albion  and  Hiema,  that  is, 
between  England  and  Ireland.  Athenseus  ^  tells  us,  out  of 
Mefchion,  that  the  main-maft  of  King  Hiero's  great  (hip  was 
found  by  a  fwine-herd  in  the  mountains  of  Britain,  and  by  Phr» 

k  Uflcrii  Britin.  Ecd.  Primordia,  See  alio  Lewis's  Britifh  hiOory.  «  Hift. 
]|^b.  St.  d  De  Nat.  Rer.  lib.  iii.  ^  Afiftot.  opera,  torn.  ii.  p.  iO&, 

^t.  AareL  Allobrog.  ttfo#,  r  Deipoofophiil. 
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lias  Tauromenit^  conyeyed  into  Sicily  (  and  SolinilsS  fpeaks  of 
in  altar  engraven  with  Greek  characters,  which  Ulyfies  mec 
with  in  Caledonia.  It  b  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  fo  remote  a 
coomry  ihould  be  fo  well  known  in  thofe  times,  if  the  Britons 
had  not  both  power  and  commerce  by  fca.  But,  to  put  (his 
tnatter  out  of  dtfpute,  the  learned  Mr.  Seldeh  ^  owns  himfelf 
convinced  even  by  Caefar's  writings^  that  the  ancient  Britons 
had  a  confiderable  fca  force  j  whi<;b  he  conceives  was  either 
weakened,  or  totally  deftroycd  in  t^e  defeat  which  Csefar  gave 
to  the  Veneti,  to  whote  affiihince  it  was  fent. 

Having  thus  (hewn,  that,  for  any  thing  the  critics  know  to 
the  contrary,  the  fa£ts  peferved  by  bur  Briti(h  hiftoriahs  may 
be  at  leaft  in  fome  meafure  true,  I  (hall  proceed  to  ioienUoQ 
thofe  that  are  for  my  purpofc,  infifting  on  fuch  arguments  as 
offer  themfelves  in  fupport  of  thefe  tranfaAions ;  there  being, 
as  I  conceive,  as  ranch  honour  to  be  acquired  from  the  xrtrievu 
ing  thith  out  of  our  fabulous  (lories^  as  in  extra£ting  it  from 
Greek  poets,  or  from  orient-\l  authors ;  which  has,  however, 
been  the  buiinefs  of  nloft  of  the  greateft  men  famed  for  learn* 
ing  amongfl  us.  This  I  fay^  itot  to  leflen  their  reputation,  or 
raife  my  own,  but  out  of  a  defign  to  vindicate  that  of  my  coun'* 
trji  by  (hewing  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  iiOand  have  always 
been,  what  I  hope  they  always  will  be,  lords  of  thofe  feas 
which  fnrround  it.  o  ^ 

The  firft  naval  ekpeditioh,  ceiebratird  by  firitifh  writers, ""ir 
Ihat  of  the  planting  this  ifland  by  Brito,  or  Brute  i,  of  which 
there  is  a  large,  and,  in  many  of  its  circum(lance5)  no  dotibt^ 
a  fabtilous  account  in  Geoffi-ey  of  Monmouth^;  but.  that  the 
fiory  had  a  ground  of  truth,  may  be  eafily  ptoved.  That  this 
ifland  was  inhabited  as  early  as  this  expedition  is  placed,  ap* 
pears  from  the  tmde  of  the  Pheniciatis,  and  from  its  being  fo 
populous  at  the  time  of  Ca!far*s  invafion.  That  the  (tory  of 
Brute  was  no  invention  of  Geoffrey^s,  is  clear,  from  our  having 
the  fame  account  in  Henry  of  Huntingdon  >,  who  did  hot  bor« 
Irow  from  him  s  and  in  Giraldus  Cambrcnfis  ^^  who  though  ha 

S  Polyltiffi  cap.  35.  ^  Mire  Oaufuin,  lib.  ii.  cap.  &.  -   1  A.  A.  C. 

kip5.  '      k  Hift.  Brit.  lib.  i.  Alured.  Beverl.  Annal  lib.  i.  p.  lo,  ix,  i». 

kic.  Vhi.  Hid.  Brttan.  lib.  i.  1  Proem.  Hid.  &  in  £piA.  ad  Cuario- 

»  CanbriK  DcTcriptio,  cap.  7.  apud  Camden.  An^I.  Norman^  &c. 
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eoaJemns  the  BritKh  hi&orj  (lubllflicd  bf  Geoffirey  pf  Msiu 
iBoutfay  yet  in  the  fame  breadi  afieits  the  ftory  of  Btute;  and, 
which  is  flJU  more  to  the  piirpofe,  from  the  authority  of  SaxcMi 
writerSi  whofe  tcftimony,  in  this  «aie,  is  of  unqueftioaaMe  cve^i 
dit^  As  to  the  objeAion,  that  foreign  writers  jcnev  notUtig  ct 
this,  it  may  in  ibnie  meafure  be  removed,  fay  obTerving,  that,  at 
they  give  very  bad  aceounts  of  their  own  origindsi  we  need  not 
either  wonder  at^  or  regret,  dieir  givmg  none  of  oai««  Befidei 
thiSf 'Ammiatius  Marcellinus*^  tsdces  notiee,  that  part  of  the  fly^ 
ing  Trojans  landed  in  Gaul,  whence,  our  andent  hiftory  faya, 
they  came  hlchen  If  tc^^  then  they  poflefied  this  iflan^  in  right 
of  their  naval  power  $  which  dominioa,  as  it  begap  in  themi  fo 
k  ihall  be  our  principal  bufineft  to  fliew  it  has  by  tiMir  poAeri^ 
l^en  ever  fioce  maintained. 

One  of  the  Aloft  early  exploits  after  this,  was  <hat  of  Sang 
Belinus^,  who  is  £ud  to  have  taken  the  kiagof  Denmark  pri^ 
fetter,  and  to  have  oblig^  him  to  become  tributary.  Aftef # 
wards,  pading  with  his  brother  Brcnnus  into  Caul  P,  they,  with 
the  joint  foroes  of  that  coax^^  and  thdr  own,  invaded  Italy, 
andfacked  Rome;  after  which  S  Bdinus  returned  home,  and 
tvigned  here  with  great  gtory.  'That  this  ftory  is  jkhic  to  fbme 
exceptions,  mnft  be  owned }  and  indeed,  what  fasftory  of  fi>  great 
antiquity  is  not  ?  but  that  it  is  not  altogether.improbable,  ajqieara 
from  hence,  that  Paufanias  %  a  learned  Greek  author,  fpodEing 
If  the  expedition  of  the  Gauls  trnder  Brennns  into  Greece,  fays, 
that  they  galled  their  order  of  drawuig  up  fquadrons  of  hoifcp 
fhxee  in  front,  trimarchia,  which  is  pure  Brkifii ;  for  /r/,  in  that 
language,  fignifics  three,  and  mar^h  a  hpr(e.  Gorguntios',  the 
fon  of  Belinjjs,  attacked  the  king  of  Denmark  (which  muft  faavic 
beenljyfea),  flew  him,  and  conquered  his  country  ^  Thefit 
«rcre  the  exploits  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthem  part  .of  the 
ifle.  As  lor  the  Scots^  they  appear  to  have  had  a  very  ccmiG* 
^erable  naval  forcct  by  which  tiiey  held  in  fubjodlion  all  the  ad<» 
jacent  illes,  long  before  the  coming  of  Csefar ;  and  this  corro^ 
borates  the  other  fads  ftrongly. 

The  commerce  of  the  Britons  couU  not  but  be  very  confider^ 
able^  even  in  tbefe  early  times ;  for,  befi  Jes  the  trade  they  drove 

a  Hift.  lib.  X?.  **  Gal.  Mon.  Hift.  Brit.  lib.  iii.  cap,  i.  Alared.  Bcvcrl. 

lib.  i.  p.  itf.  Vit.  Hift.  Hb.  Hi.  P  A.  A.  C.  388.  «l  A.  A.  C.  387. 

*  lib.  a.  9  Hi  a.  Brit.  lib.  iii,  cap.  %.  c  A.  A.  C.  ^fs. 

with 
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iriib  tlie CartlM^iaos  ia  the  vefiem  port  cfihe  iflaad^  tbcf 
aife  trafickcd  with  the  northcro  iiatloii8«  aa  appeare  Ky  the  flight 
pi  BmMMM  '^y  when  he  quarrelled  with  hia  brother,  to  a  king  of 
Hormf^  for  k  caaaot  be  foppofed  he  would  retire  to  as  abfoK 
kite  iinuiiger»  or,  if  he  had,  th^  he  fhould  to  (oon  returo  with 
a  potent  fleet.  Their  intercourfe  with  all  the  maritime  provixiccv 
of  Gaul  b  AndifptttaUe ;  nor  Is  it  a  light  argument  of  their  per^ 
liaftaeqiiaintance  with  the  arts  and  fciences  then  known,  thai 
thft  yi9i^  of  thofe  provinces  were  fent  hither  for  inftruflioo* 
But  what  is  mofi  io  our  purpofe,  and  which  clearly  dcmonftratea 
tfapt  at  this  time  tbej  h^d  the  domiaimi  of  their  own  feas  in  die 
noft  abfidute  degree,  k,  what  Caelar  faimfelf  fays  >,  iiie.  That  he 
caadd  get  no  iafor  oution  concerning  thexountry^  or  ports  of  firi* 
tain»  hecatife  the  iobabitaots  pqrniitted  none  but  merchants  lo 
viCt  their  ifle^  and  ewen  retrained  thofe  from  tra?elling  up  mm 
the  Gonatiy.  1%e  impofing  fuifli  ruka^  fluws  the  power  of 
wUuch  they  were  then  poflcficd* 

It  is  indeed  obje£led,  that  Caefar  and  o^her  ancient  authors  t 
^eek  fant  in  ipean  terms  of  the  Britifli  veflebi  telling  us  they 
veie  made  of  wicker  covened  with  hides,  which,  therefore,  were 
vesj  unfit  to  have  cppo&d  the  Roman  fleet  i  and  this  they  fup* 
pofe  t0  be  the  I'eafon,  that  the  Britons  never  aflaycd  to  grapple 
mdi  the  Romans  at  fea.  There  is,  however,  nothing  folid  in 
diis)  £ot  one  of  th^  reafons  why  Caefar  incbned  to  attack  Bri* 
unn^  was,  becauie  ks  inhabitants  fuccoured  the  Gauls  both  by 
bud  and  fea  |  the  fleets,  therefore,  dvat  they  fern  for  this  pur- 
pokf  wei?e certainly  ftoot  fliips,  and  not  the  leathern  boats  which 
(hej  ofod  in  fifhing  on  their  own  cos^,  end  to  the  ufe  of  which 
the  Romans  afterwards  confined  them.  The  true  caufe  why  they 
4id  not  opp€)fe  the  Romans  by  fea,  was  the  previous  iofs  of  the 
Wft  part  of  chdr  flec^,  which  they  had  fent  to  the  af&ftance  of 
tbeYeneti*.  As  for  the  Scots*,  they  were  engaged  in  reducing 
Aeifies,  which  a  little  faeCare  had  thrown  off  their  yoke,  as  their 
SMTii  hiftoiaao  teBs  ns:  and,  after  all,  Gildas  ^  feverely  refledia 
yifmk  this  very  circiunftanc^  of  their  not  dr^iwing  together  a  fleet; 

»  StTBbo,  Geog.  lib.  i.  ^  Hia.  Brit.  lib.  iii.  cap.  s.  >  De  Bclb 

CaUico»  lik  iv.  cap.  xflU  '  Dc  ficlio  Civil,  iib.  u  cap.  54.      SoUn.  PoJf* 

hiSL  cap,  js«  Ltjcan,  FitasfaL  Hb.  iv.  S  Selden.  Mare  CUuram,  lib.  ii« 

cap.  ;i.  *  Jo|iaii.  4e  F«r#ma«  l^gCicbroo,  tib.  ii.  cap*  14.  b  KpiA 

4€  Exddio  Brican. 
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H^hich  would  have  been  abfolately  abfixrdy  if  he  had  known  th^ 
Britons  at  that  time  had  no  (hips  of  war!  To  fura  up  all,  Caefar^s 
own  relation  ^  is  fufficxent  to  fhew^  that  there  is  nothing  preffing 
on  this  objedion,  but  that  the  Britons  made  fuch  a  defence  at 
their  circumftances  would  allow^  and  the  nature  of  his  attempl 
required. 

This  expedition  df  Caefar  may  feem  to  faU  without  the  limitt 
of  this  work,  iince  they  contended  with  him  not  at  fea,  but  on 
Ihore.  It  was,  however,  a  naval  expedition  on  his  fide,  and 
undertaken  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  the  dominion  of  the 
fea  to  the  Romans:  wherefore  I  conceive,  it  will  not  be  thought 
an  unjuftifiable  digrefi^on  in  me  to  mention  fome  remairkable  cu> 
cumftances.  Caefar's  firft  expeditions  from  Oaul  was  with  a  fleet 
of  eighty  (hips,  and  a^few  galUes,  on  board  of  which  he  embarks 
ed  two  legions^.  He  attempted  to  land  on  the  oppdfitecoaft  of 
Kent,  where  he  found  a  BritHh  army  ready  to  reteive  him,  who 
behaved  fo  exceedingly  well,  thiat  even,  thefe  Roman  veterans 
irere  aftoniflied,  and,  contrary  to  their  tifaal  caftom,  betrayed 
a  diflike  to  fighting:  whence  we  ifiayjuftly  infer^  that  this  wa^ 
not  the  firft  time  the  Britons  ever  had  to  do  with  invaders.  The 
emperor  Julian  f,  a  writer  of  diftinguifhed  parts*  inti'oduces  Ju* 
lius  as  leaping  from  his  (hip  to  encourage  his  frighted  foldiers  | 
but  Csefar  himfelf  tells  us,  that  it  was  the  ftandard-bearer  of  the 
tenth  legion,  who,  by  this  defperate  aflion,  encouraged  the  ar<« 
my  to  gain  the  (hore,  from  which,  with  much  difScultyi  thef 
drove  the  Britifh  inhabitants  '4  Aftef  this^  C^fir  tncalnped  on 
Barham  Downs,  where  he  waited  a  fupply  (  in  which,  meeting 
with  fome  difappointment,  the  Britons  again  gave  him  battle^ 
and,  as  he  owns,  were  repulfed  with  difficulty  enough ;  info^ 
much,  that,  when  he  had  repaired  his  fleet,  he  judged  it  thd 
wifeft  thing  he  could  do  to  return  to  Gaul ;  and  this  accordingly 
he  did,  and  took  the  farther  precaution  of  embarking  his  forced 
at  midnight\  Happy  had  it  been  for  the  Britons^  HP,  after  la 
glorious  a  conteft  for  the  preiervation  of  their  freedom,  they  had 
concerted  proper  meafures  for  giving  him  as  good  a  receptioof 
in  cafe  of  his  making  a  fecond  attempt^  but  they  were  dcficieni 
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la  dycretion,  though*  not  in  'valour,  and  quarrelling  aipongft 
theo&felvcs,  Mandubratius,  a  traitor  to  his  country,  fled  to  Gaul» 
igx  order  to  invite  him  again  U 

Cae&ir  was  at  that  time  returned  to  Rome;  hut  his  lieutenant* 
jn  Gaul  were  providing  a  navy  according  to  his  dire{Uons»  which 
confifted  of  po  le&  than  eight  hundred  faiU  on  board  of  which» 
when  he  came  back,  Cxiiiir  embarked  a  numerous  army  for  Bri- 
tain. He  landed  as  before  in  KentS  without  meeting  any  r&» 
fiftanccy  the  Britons  being  aftoniihed  at  the  fight  of  ten  times 
the  force  with  which  they  had  before  contefted.  The  Romans 
marched  as  far  as  the  river  Scoure,  where,  in  a  (hort  fpace,  the 
BritiOi  mqnsirch  Cafwallan  engaged  them  with  a  formidable  ar* 
my^  In  this  battle,  the  Romans  forced  their  enemies  to  retreat  | 
but  in  the  evening,  the  Tritons  boldly  attacked  the  Roman  camp, 
;mdj  when  they  found  themfelves  unable  to  keep  it,  charged 
quite  through  the  forces  appointed  to  defend  it,  and  recovered 
their  fiiftnefles.  Caefar  marching  forwards  toward  the  Thames, 
Cafwallan  caufed  the  ford  where.he  was  to  pafs  to  be  ftuck  full 
of  fharp  flakes,  remaining  with  his  army  on  the  oppofite  (hore^ 
in  order  to  have  taken  advantage  of  that  confuGon  this  contri- 
vance mufl  have  occafioned  ;  but  the  defign  was  betrayed,  and 
Caefar  pafled  fomewhat  higher.  The  place,  however,  retains. 
the  name  of  Coway  Stakes,  near  Oatlands,  and  is  another  proof 
that  the  Britons  knew  how  to  exert  their  force  by  land  and  by 
water.  After  this,  Cafwallan  managed  the  war  without  fight- 
ing fet  battles,  till  Cxfar  ftormed  his  capital,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  Verulam,  near  St.  Albans,  and  that  ibme  of  the 
Britifh  princes  fubmitted  to  Cxfar,  when  he  alfo  thought  proper 
to  make  terms  >;  which  Cxfar  readily  granted  him,  that  he  might 
be  rid  of  this  bufinefs  with  honour,  which,  if  we  believe  his 
own  commentaries,  he  efFe£ied  \  but  we  know  Afinius  Pollio  "> 
faid,  thofe  memoirs  were  written  with  little  accuracy^  and  fmall 
regard  to  truth ;  and  Suetonius,  as  to  this  particular  action,  tells 
us,  that  he  was  fairly  beaten  by  the  Britons '';  which  may  derive 
fbaie  credit  to  what  our  own  hiftories  fay  of  this  matter. 
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Qn  bis  return  to  Romei  Cif^ar  comfecrated  to  Venut  a  liitUb 
lary  oroament,  embroidered  with  Britifh  pearl*,  a  circumftiKidl 
flight  in  appearancei  but  of  confe^juence  to  my  porpofti  lincA 
hf  thiff  confecratk)n  it  is  intimated*  that  Cxhr  arrogated  to 
Kinifelf  the  dominion  of  the  fea }  whence  friftcafy  4af^  disdrt^ 
to  give  laws  to  the  ocean,  and  Btitatinii  fuhju^Ai^k^  to  (bbdM 
the  Britons,  became  convertible  terras  itvith  fubicijuent  a«tliors^ 
who  all  endeavour  to  place  C^far's  BritHh  eiptdition  in  thi^^  al 
ill  far  the  moft  glorious  light  p. 

Augaftus,  when  h$  had  fettled  th6  empire,  thought  of  pay^r 
ing  this  iflaqd  a  vifit  \  but  arriving  in  Gaul,  he  h^ard  thtit  df 
the  revolt  of  the  Pannonians,  which  obliged  him  to  change  hia 
defign'.  Seven  years  after,  howev^,  he  refumed  it,  and  ca6l4 
^gain  into  Caul,  where  ambafladors  from  Britain  met  him  j  and| 
on  theur  promifing  to  pay  tribute  to  him,  he  deCfted  a  fecond 
time  *.  Finding,  ne^t  year,  that  ihtf  did  not  keep  their  words, 
he  prepared  a  third  time  for  the  invafibn  of  Britain ;  but  the 
inhabitants  prevented  him,  by  fending  ambaffiidors,  whd  ofiered 
in  the  capitol,  facrificed  to  the  Roipaa  gods,  fw(MT  obedience 
in  the  temple  of  Mars,  promifed  to  pay  tribute  duly,  and^ 
which  is  more  to  Qur  purpofe,  undertook  to  yield  certain  dutiea 
for  the  goods  by  them  exported :  which  is  a  plain  indication| 
that  the  Romans  chiefly  fought  an  acknowledgn^ent  of  Aaval 
dominion,  or  fuperiprity  at  fea^  During  the  reign  of  Tiberi«» 
us,  the  Britons  kept  fair  with  the  Ronians,  by  their  pudence 
in  this  particular ;  for  when  fome  of  the  foldi^s  of  Oermanni- 
cus  bad  been  wrecked  on  their  coaft^  they  tiot  only  received 
them  kindly,  bat  fent  them  back  to  him  fafely.  Thus  thefe  wife 
emperors  maintained  the  reputation  of  the  Roman  power,  with« 
out  running  any  further  ha2ards  againft  a  people  martial  in  their 
difpofitions,  unencrvated  by  Iuxury>  tenacious  of  liberty,  an4 
yet  ufeful  as  allies*^. 

The  felicity  of  this  country  iras  theiij  as  indeed  it  generally 
is,  owing  to  the  wii'dom,  courage,  and  public  fpirit  of  its  prince^ 
The  name  of  this  excellent  monarch  was  Cu6fobeIine,  who 
reigned  many  years,  and  with  great  reputation  i  but  in  the  lat* 
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4xr  pare  of  h»  life,  tbere  fell  out  «  mS^fortime  in  his  family^ 
vhich  prored  fatal  to  his  fubjc^.     One  of  his  (bns,  Mrbom  the 
Latin  writers  call  Adrainius,  behaved  fo  iil^  that  bisfiither  waa 
^liged  to  baoifli  hisi }  and  he,  like  an  abandoned  traitor,  re* 
paired  to  Caligtda,  who  had  fueceeded  Tiberius  in  the  eaipire» 
and  excited  bim  to  invade  bis  country  in  his  worthier  quarrel  ^* 
Motkii^  coold  be  i6ore  welcome  to  that  vain,  and  jret  pufillani- 
moos  prince,  than  this  application;  he,  tliereforc,  made  ftich 
preparations,  as  if  he  realty  intehded  to  fubdue  the  whole 
ifland  '.    But  weighing  very  maturely  the  danger  of  fuch  an 
enterprize,  relblved  to  content  himfdf  with  an  imaginary  con^ 
qoeft.    He  iimt  the  letters  of  Adminius  to  the  Roman  fenate, 
as  teftimonica  of  the  fubmiiEon  oi  the  Britons ;  he  built  a  migh* 
ty  watch-tower  upon  the  coaft  fronting  NorfbUc,  as  a  monu- 
ment of  hb  pretended  fubjogatton  of  the  Britons,  which,  in 
after  times,  ferved  for  a  kind  of  Pharos,  and  was  called  in  the 
language  of  the  natives  BritUnbuis^  i.  r.  Domus  Brkaunica,  the 
Britffli  houfe ;  and>  to  complete  all,  he  drew  down  liis  army  to 
the  fea-fbore,  and  having  difpofed  tliem   in  battalia,  he  then 
commanded  them  to  fill  their  helmets  with  cockle  and  other 
ihells,  calling  them  the  fpoik  of  the  ocean,  due  to  the  capttol, 
and  to  the  pahce  t  ;  which  a£t  of  his,  though  it  fufficientty  fpohe 
his  vanity,  yet  it  farther  demonftratcs,   that  the  dominion  of 
Britain  and  the  empire  of  the  ocean  were  held  to  be  the  fame 
thing:  and  the  greater  Caligula's  folly  was,  in  thus  arrogating 
to  himfelf  a  viflory  he  had  never  acquired,  the  more  glorious 
vre  muft  imagine  that  conquefl:  would  have  been,  the  very  no- 
tion of  which  made  him  fo  vain.     Cunobeline  did  not  long  out<> 
Jive  this  emperor;  yet  he  was  ib  happy  as  to  die  before  the  Ro- 
mans fet  foot  as  enemies  again  in  Britain* 

He  was  fueceeded  by  his  fon,  whom  the  Britifh  writers  ftyfe 
Gwydcr  *,  a  brave  and,  generous  prince,  of  whom  the  Latin 
fiiftoriansfay  nothing;  bccaufe  the  Rom:|ns  reaped  no  great  ho«> 
nour  by  their  wars  againft  him.  He,  in  the  very  beginning  of 
his  reign,  refufed  to  pay  them  tribute,  on  account  that  fomefu*- 
gitives,  who  ^ed  to  the  Romans,  had  not  been  delivered  up ; 
which  (hews  that  the  Britons  were  incapable  of  tamely  bearing 
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injuries,  ^en  firom  the  lords  of  the  world.  Among  thefe  fiiv 
gitiTes  was  oim  Bericusi  a  man  of  parM,  but  a  traitor;  he  eiH 
couraged  the  Emperor  Claudius  to  think  of  invading  and  fubv 
duing  Britain  K  Accordmgly  he  fent  over  his  lieutenants,  wha 
began  and  profceuted  the  war  with  fuccefs,  and  afterwards  crof* 
fingthefea  himfdf,  fubdued  a  great  part  of  South  Britain  i^ 
through  the  valour  of  bis  legions,  and  the  inteftine  diviiions  of 
the  Britons,  who,  had  they  been  united,  would  undoubtedly 
have  ^ompelhd  him  to  quit  the  ifland^.  For  this  conqueft  th^ 
emperor  triumphed,  and  his  lieutenant  A.  Plautius  was  allowed 
an  ovation.  On  account  of  this  viAory  be  was  complimentedn 
by  the  poets  of  his  time,  as  the  couqueror  of  the  ocean,  and 
the  fovereign  of  the  fea.  Suetonius^  tells  us,  that  among  the 
ipoils  of  his  enemies,  be  placed  a  naval  crqwn  by  the  civic,  in 
teftimony  of  his  having  vanquifhed  the  ocean ;  and  Seneca  the 
tragedian  celebrates  this  vi£lory  in  the  following  lines  ^;  which 
at  once  exprefs  how  high  an  idea  was  then  entertained  of  foex* 
traordinary  a  difcovery,  and  how  m\ich  glory  was  fupp6f<;d  \9i 
^rife  fron^  this  maritime  vidlory. 

Eftj  qui  Britaunis  primus  impofuit  jugum^ 
Ignota  tantis  clajftbus  texitfreta. 

By  him  firft  vanquilh'd,  were  the  Britons  fliown<^ 
And  Roman  i\avies  {ail'd  thro*  leas  unknown* 

Yet  we  muft  not  fuppoie,  notwithi[landing  thefe  pompom, 
-inarks  of  conqueft,  that  the  Britons  were  abfolutely  fubducd ; 
the  contrary  of  this  appears  plainly  from  the  Britifli  hiftories ; 
and  not  obfcurely  even  from  the  R^oman  writers,  ^rviragus,  wh^ 
is  fuppofcd  to  have  been  the  youngeft  fon  of  Cunobeline,  inberit- 
^  the  virtues,  as  well  as  the  dQ.mi^io]Q8  pf  his  father,  and  af? 
ter  long  haraffing  the  Romans  as  an  enemy,  confepted  at  laft, 
upon  honourat)le  terms,  to  becoipe  their  friend.  That  this  mar- 
tial monarch  had  ren4ered  himfclf  exceedingly  formidable  to 
Rome,  might,  if  all  other  proofs  of  it  were  loft,  be  deduced 
frona  the  following  paf&ge  in  Juvenal,  where,  bitterly  ioyeigI\T 
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iMg  againft  the  gluttony  of  Domitian,  he  introduces  one  pr«* 
diAiiig,  from  the  taidng  of  aa  overgrown  turbotf  ^ 

Regem  aiiquem  copies,  out  dc  temom  Britanm 
£xcidit  utrviraguj. — 

Some  king  you'll  take>  or  from  the  Britifli  throne 
ShaU  proud  Arviragus  come  tumbling  down. 

The.irpny  of  this  paifage  could  net  have  been  lharp  or  cutting, 
if  this  Britiih  king  had  not  been  a  very  potent  prince^  and  one 
Whofe  reputation  was  at  once  thoroughly  eilablifhed>  and  uni- 
verfally  known. 

Thus  are  we  imperceptibly  fallen  as  low  as  the  reign  of  Do- 
initian ;  yet  fome  paiTages  there  are  remarkable  enough  to  oblige 
us  to  return  to  the  mention  of  thofe  reigns^  which  intervene 
between  hb  and  that  of  Claudius.  The  glorious  enterprize  of 
Boadicea^  who,  in  the  time  of  Nero»  attempted  and  almoft 
atchicved  ^he  driving  the  Romans  entirely  out  of  Britaini  having 
kio  relation  to  maritime  atfairs,  falls  not  Irithin  my  province. 
U'nder  the  reign  of  Vefpa&an,  who  had  himfelf  commanded 
With  great  reputation  in  this  jfland',  Julius  Agricola  was  fenc 
to  preiide  here  \  He  was  a  wife  governor)  aS  well  as  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  fignalized  himfelf  in  the  beginnihg  of  his  admi- 
niftration,  by  the  redudlion  of  Mona,  or  Anglefey^^  with  the 
aiOiftancei  however,  of  Britifii  troops,  who  paiTed  the  narrow 
drm  of  the  fea,  which  divides  that  ifland  from  Britain,  on 
horfeback,  and  thereby  furprifed  the  inhabitants,  fo  that  they 
Were  vanquifhed,  as  much  at  leaft  by  fear  as  by  force.  Under 
the  reign  of  Titus,  Agricola  proje£led  a  noble  fcheme ;  that  of 
fixing  and  fecuring  the  bounds  of  the  Roman  empiire  in  Britain, 
to  as  to  defend  its  fubjefb  fit)m  the  inroad  of  the  barbarous 
nations  inhabiting  the  northern  part  of  the  iilatfS^  I  fpeak  this 
in  conformity  to  the  language  of  the  authors  ftom  whofe  rela* 
tions  t  write,  and  not  with  any  intention  of  blemifhing  the  re- 
putation of  thofe  gallant  people,  who  fo  worthily  defended 
their  liberty  againft  the  Ro^nans.  In  the  profecution  of  this  de* 
figQ>  Agricola  advanced  f:)irther  north  than  any  of  his  prede- 
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ttShn  had  hitherto  done '  s  asd  obferviog  that  two  cfttiartei^ 
or  LntrudiDg  arras  of  tfa«  fea,  almoft  cut  in  fimder  ime  part  <yf 
the  ifland  from  the  other,  he  refolved  to  fortify  this  ifthmus^ 
and  thereby  (hut  out  the  Scots  and  Pi£te,  which  he  according- 
ly performed*.  In  Latin  authors  thefe  arms  of  tiie  Tea  arc 
called  Gbia  and  Soitiria,  which  moft  of  our  writers  render 
the  friths  of  Dunbritton  and  Edinburgh ;  but  thejr  are  with 
greater  propriety  ftyled  the  friths  of  Clyde  and  of  Forth:    *, 

Having  thus  lecured  the  Roman  province  from  all  danger,^ 
he  began  to  make  the  neceflary  drfpofitions  for  hivddinglreland^ 
as  well  as  for  examining  and  fubdulng  the  remaining  part  of 
Britain.  With  this  view  he  fitted  out  a  confiderable  fleet.  an<i 
ordered  it  to  fail  northwards^  looking  into  all  the  creeks  and 
Jiays,  in  order  to  gain  an  exaft  knowledge  of  the  coaft,  while 
himfclf  and  the  army  marched  forward  by  land :  this  exceeding- 
ly alarmed  the  northern  nationSi  who,  as  the  Roman  writers 
obfcrve,  gave  all  for  loft,  now  the  fecrets  of  their  fea  were  dif^ 
covered.  The  Caledonians  defended  themfclves  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy  againft  Agricola>  but  with  indifferent  fuccefs  5  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  were  terribly  haraffed  by  the  fleet,  which  put 
now  into  one  port,  then  into  another,  and  at  length  furrounded 
the  ifland,  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  Roman  authors  »,  fubdu- 
ed  the  OrchadcSi  or  iflands  of  Orkney  ^.  However,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  after  having  completed  their  defign^thisna^y  return- 
ed to  the  Portus  Trutulenfis,  or,  as  it  ought  rather  to  be  read, 
Rutupenfls,  which  is  conceived  to  be  Richborough  near  Sand- 
wich. This  expedition  gained  great  honour  to  Julius  Agricola, 
and  was  looked  upon,  in  thofe  days,  as  a  mod  heroic  a^  ^  the 
boundaries  of  Britain  being  efteemed,  by  the  Romans,  the 
very  utmoft  limits  of  the  world,  as  appears  plainly  from  the 
accounts  we  have  in  Tacitus  :  and  if  any  doubts  remain  as  to 
his  impartiality,  flnce  Agricola  was  his  near  relation,  we  may 
put  the  fa£t  out  of  difpute,  by  citing  what  Juvenal  fays  on  the 
fame  topic  K 

■   ■         Jtrma  quldem  ultra 

JLiUora  Juverna  promovimus^  et  modo  capias 

Orcadas^  ac  mifiima  contentos  m^e  Bnianmf. 

>  A.  D.  85.  n  ldsJD»  iald.  &  Utm^  ibid.  o  j^,  p.  ,,, 
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W€  &oac  beyond  Javcrna  '^  luv€  purfu'd, 
Aadcy*a  the  diftant  Orkoejs  liave  fubduM^ 
Our  forces  now  remoteft  Britoos  fright. 
In  northern  climes  concent  with  Uttle  night. 

Hlftory  informs  us,  that  this  expedition  of  Agricola  was  ia 
the  fummcr,  which  accounts  for  the  laft  line,  fince  is  that  fca- 
fon  the  Romans  certainly  found  the  days  very  longin  the  nor* 
thcrn  part  of  the  ifle ;  whence  they  concluded  that  the  inhabi- 
tants were  content  with  a  flcnder  proportion  of  reft ;  which 
Teems  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  their  being  fatisficd  with  a 
(hprt  night.  The  tyrant  Domitian  taking  umbrage  at  the  great 
exploits  of  this  excellent  perfon,  recalled  him  to  Rome,  and 
there  removed  him  by  poifon'. 

Under  the  reigns  of  the  fucceeding  emperors,  Nerva  and 
Trajan,  there  happened  little  of  confcquence  in  this  ifland  j  but 
the  emperor  Adrian^  who  fucceeded  Trajan,  underftanding  that 
the  northern  nations  jnade  frequent  incurfions  into  the  Roman 
province,  came  over  hither ;  and,  after  gaining  frequent  advan- 
tagcs  over  them,  he  refolved  to  take  the  fame  method  which 
Agricola  had  formerly  done  of  bounding  the  frontier  province 
by  a  waH,  or  military  entrenchment  j  which  he  accordingly  call 
up,  and,  as  rhc  manner  of  thofe  times  was,  ftrongly  fortified** 
Thb  wall  is  faid  to  have  extended  about  eighty  Italian  milcs^ 
from  Eden  in  CunaberJand  to  Tyne  in  Northumberland ;  though 
others  fay,  it  was  from  Gabrofentum,  now  Gatefhead,  or 
Gateihend,  in  the  bilhopric  of  Durham  to  Carlisle,  thereby 
abandoning  a  tradl  of  country,  fevemy  miles  long  and  one  bun* 
dred  and  forty  broad,  to  the  Scots  and  Pi£ts ;  yet  on  his  return 
to  Romei  he  caufed  a  new  coin  to  be  ftruck,  whereon  he  is 
ftyled  the  Reftorer  of  Britain'.  In  the  reign  of  Antonius  Pius, 
one  Lollius  UrbicuB  a£led  as  hU  lieutenant  in  Britain,  who  was 
vei^  fuccefsful  in  his  wars  againft  the  northern  nations  ^,  and 
who,  having  driven  them  beyond  the  friths  of  Clyde  and  Forth, 
re-edified  Agricola's  wall,  and  reftored  the  Roman  province  to 
its  full  extent  '•  About  this  time  Sejus  Saturninus  was  archi- 
gubemns  of  the  Roman  fleet  herei^^  but  whether  we  are  to  un^ 

<1  freliod.  r  Tacit,  in  vift  Agrlc.  «  A.  D.  iz).  ^  Dio  lilrt.  Hb.  Ixix. 
Spanian  ia  vit.  Adrian  cip.  ii.  Bed.  lib.  u  cap.  5,  u  Jul.  Capirolin.  in  rir.  An- 
«»!)•         X  A.D.  141.        y  PaadcO.  lib.  x'.vi.  ti:.  ad.   (caaturcoalUlt.  TrcbeUun. 
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dcrftand  thereby,  that  he  was  admiral,  or  arch-pildt^  is  doiibf* 
ful.  In  facceeding  timcsj  the  Scots  and  Pifts  recovered  the 
country  they  had  loft,  and  gained  fo  many  advantages  over  thd 
Romans,  that  the  Emperor  Sevcrus  came  hithet*  in  perfdn,  ind 
with  infinite  difficuhy,  rcpulfed  thefe  invaders  *,  lofing  no  left 
that!  fifty  thoufand  men  in  the  war  i  ^nd  at  laft  was  content  to 
re-edify  Adrian's  wall,  which  he  forti^ed  with  ftrohg  towers  or 
bulwarks,  affuming  thereupon  the  fumame  of  Britanriicus  Maxi- 
mus  *.  He  died  at  York,  and,  his  body  being  burnt  at  Ack- 
ham,  there  is  ftill  to  be  feen  a  great  mount  ot  earth  raifed  upoil 
that  occafion,  amj  calUd  by  the  inhabitants  Sever's  hill  ^. 

In  the  fucceeding  diftraftions  of  the  Honian  empire,  Britain^ 
like  the  reft  of  its  provinces,  fell  into  the  hands  of  various  mat 
ters,  ftyled,  by  their  adherents,  emperors,  arid  by  the  reft  oi 
the  world,  tyrants.  Aipongft  thefe,  there  is  one  who  defervea 
to  be  remembered  in  this  hiftory ;  fince,  how  bad  foeVer  his 
title  might  be,  he  made  a  good  prince  tb  the  Britons,  andi 
which  is  ftill  more  to  out  purpofe,  carried  the  maritime  power 
of  this  country  fo  high^  as  not  only  to  vindicate  his  own  indc-» 
pendency,  but  alfo  to  fti'ike  a  terror  into  the  whole  Roman  ehi* 
pire  t  it  is  true,  many  hiftorians  treat  him  as  an  ufurper,  a  thing 
that  appears  to  be  a  little  hard ;  fince  thofe  they  ftyle  emperors 
had  no  other  title  than  what  they  derived  from  fighting  on  land^ 
which  feems  to  afford  him  fome  colour  of  right,  in  virtue  of 
his  power  by  fea.  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  his  hiftory  is  fufficient 
to  fhew,  that  the  Britons  in  the  Roman  provinces  were,  at  this 
time,  remarkable  for  their  Ikill  m  naval  affairs,  and  were  able 
to  equip  fuch  fleets  as  made  them  terrible  to  their  neighbours* 

Dioclefian  and  Maximian  having  fliared  the  empire'  between 
them,  the  latter,  who  poflcffed  the  weftcrn  parts,  finding  the 
coafts  much  harmed  by  pirates  of  feveral  nations,  but  chie^y 
Saxons  and  Franks,  made  choice  of  one  Caius  CarauGus%  a 
man  of  known  valour,  to  command  the  Roman  fleet  for  fcour- 
ing  the  feas.  Moft  writers  fay,  that  this  man  was  a  Menapian 
by  birth,  and  of  very  mean  defceut<>:  certain  Scottifti  authors 

z  A*  0.  »io.  *  HtroA.  lib.  ui.  Spartian.  in  Scvero.  Dio.  biltor.  fib. 

Ixxvu  t>  Vit.  hi(}.  lib.  v.  Orof.  lib.  vii.  cap.  16,    £utrop.  lib.  viii.  Bed* 

lib.  V.  cap.   5,  Langborn's  ifltrodndion  to  cfae  Hiftory  of  Euglaud,  p.  it}« 
^  A.  D,  a88.  d  Kduiiui  apod  Candco*  ia  Rom.  Bfitaa.  Aarel.  Viaon 
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claim  him  for  their  countryman  %  and  with  great  appearance  of 
troth.  This  charge  he  executed  with  equal  courage  And  con^P 
duBt'y  buty  as  the  Roman  hiftorians  alledge,  not  fo  honourably 
as  he  ought ;  yet,  if  we  confider  his  future  aAions^  and  that 
thefe  writers  were  the  creatures  of  thofe  emperors  againft  whom 
he  fought,  we  may  fafely  doubt,  whether  the  charader  they 
give  Caraufius  ought  to  prejudice  him  in  our  opinions.  They  tell 
us,  that,  inftead  of  chaftifing  the  pirates  as  his  duty  direAed,  he 
too  frequently  admitted  them  to  compofition,  and,  finding  this 
policy  difcovered,  he  had  recourfe  to  another,  neglefiing  to  take 
them,  till  they  had  enriched  themfelves  by  a  multitude  of  prizes, 
and  then  feizing  them  with  their  ill-got  wealth,  applied  it  to  his 
own  ufe.  Maximian,  informed  of  thefe  praj^i'ces,  conceived  a 
fufpicion  of  his  intending  to  fet  up  for  himfelf ;  which  fcheme, 
if  this  officer  really  had  in  his  head,  he  furthered  by  endeavour* 
ing  to  prevent  it.  The  method  he  took,  was,  by  commiffioning 
a  perfon  to  aiTaflinate  Caraufius )  which  failing,  this  cunning 
commander  improved  to  his  advantage  i  fop,  eroding  with  a 
flrong  fquadron  of  fhips  over  into  Britain,  he  there  perfuaded  a 
great  part  of  the  Roman  army,  and  the  Britons  in  general,  to 
embrace  his  party,  and  fo  afTuming  the  purple  robe,  he  declared 
himfelf  emperor,  and  maintained  that  dignity  againft  all  the 
power  with  which  his  rivals  could  oppofe  him.  Befides  this 
illand,  he  held  the  port  of  GeiToriacum,  now  Bulloigne  in 
France,  and  the  adjacent  coaft,  whence  be  fo  harafied  Gaul, 
Italy,  aqd  Spain,  by  his  fleets,  that,  however  averfe  Maximian 
might  be  to  fuch  a  partner,  he  was  at  length  compelled  to  pur* 
chafe  'peace,  by  owning  this  man  for  emperor  in  Britain ;  and 
there  are  ftill  extant  fome  of  his  coins,  having  on  one  iide  his 
head,  with  this  infcription,  imp.  carausius,  p.  f.  aug.  On 
the  revcrfe,  the  portraitures  of  two  emperors  joining  hands,  aU 
Inding  to  this  agreement  with  Maximian.  This  coin  is  of  filver^ 
and  found  no  where  but  in  Britain  r. 

However  he  acquired  the  empire,  it  is  on  all  hands  agreedi 
that  he  held  it  very  worthily ;  for  he  governed  the  Britons  with 
great  juftice  and  equity,  maintained  the  dominion  of  the  fea 
againft  all  competitors  with  much  refolution ;  and,  when  the  not^ 

c  Fordrni.  Scorichronicon.  lib.  ii.  cap.  38.  S«e  Dr.  Stukeley*s  medalUc  hidorj 
of  Caraofiof.  f  Eutrop.  lib.  ix.    Bed.  hift.  tib.  i.  cap.  6,    Aurel.  ViAon 

m  QaeJarib.    Speed**  cbrgnicle,  p.  zs^ 
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them  nations,  that  U  to  fay,  the  Scots  and  Ph!h,  began' to  vdx 
his  Aifa)e£is  with  incurfions^  he  made  war  upon  them,  and^  hav*- 
fiig  beat  tbem  in  manjr  engagements,  he  recovered  all  that  the 
Romans  had  ever  bekl  in  Britain^  and»  as  fome  fay,  creAed,  as 
a  mark  of  his  conqoeft,  that  celebrated  monunient  of  antiquity^ 
called  Arthur's  Oven  j  though  others  afiit:m  this  to  be  a  temple 
of  the  god  Terminus,  and  ere£led  by  another  band.  When  he 
bad  thus  (ignalized  his  courage  and  conduA  at  their  expence,  he 
ipade  peace  with  thefe  nations,  wifely  forefeeing  that  he  Ihoukl^ 
fome  time  or  other,  ftand  in  need  of  their  afliftance  againA  the 
Roman  emperors,  who  he  knew  watted  only  for  a  favourable 
jopportunity  of  difcloiing  their  hatred  againft  him'.  He  took 
care  likewife  by  all  means  pofiible  to  increafe  his  fleet ;  and, 
ivhich  (hew«  him  to  be  a  very  politic  prince,  he  negociated  a 
treaty  with  the  Franks,  and  other  nations,  who  were  feated  ot$, 
the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  and  who  were  become  famous  for  their 
power  at  fea;  whereby  it  was  (lipulated,  that  they  (houid  fend 
a  ftrong  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean,  which,  pafling  through 
the  ftreights  of  Gibraltar,  (hould  join  his  navy  in  the  Britifh  feas, 
and  a£l  in  conjunftion  againft  the  Romans*  This,  certainly,  is 
a  tranfa^ion  worthy  of  being  recorded  in  our  naval  hiflory,  un« 
lefs  we  have  fo  far  loft  the  fpirit  of  our  anceftors,  as  to  be  proud 
rather  of  being  flaves  to  Rome,  than  of  comefting  the  fovereignr 
ay  of  the  fea  with  that  haughty  people^ 

'jfbe  Romans,  juftly  alarmed  at  fo  formidaUe  a  confederacy, 
irhich  in  an  inftant  deprived  them  of  any  fafe  paflage  by  fea,  be- 
gan to  provide  for  putting  a  fpeedy  end  to  this  war.  In  order  to 
this,  Conftantius  and  Maximian  both  applied  themfelves  to  rai* 
iiog  forces  by  fea  and  land.  The  former  vndertook  to  march 
with  an  army  into  the  territory  poflefled  by  the  enemy  in  Gaul; 
lirhile  the  latter,  from  the  naval  magazines  on  the  Rhine,  fitted 
put  a. fleet  of  a  thoufand  fail.  While  this  was  doing,  Conftan* 
Cius  befieged  Carauflus  in  Bulioigne,  who,  having  the  fea  open, 
defended  himfdf  without  much  trouble,  and  thereby  convinced 
his  enemies,  that,  whil^  he  held  this  advantage,  their  fiege 
f^ould  be  to  little  purpofe ;  but  Conftantius  having  found  a  way 
%o  block  np  the  port  by  a  work  of  a  new  contrivance,  Caraufius 

S  Hid.  Brit.  lib.  v.  cap.  3.    ViL  ktO.  lib.  v.    Forjao.  Scotichrontcoo,  lib;  ii. 
<^p'  ily  3S,  39.     Bc<L  lib.  i/C4p.  C* 
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b(i  n6  means  of  fafety  Itft  but  breaking  through  the  Rotnaa 
camp^  with  a  few  gallant  followers;  Thi$  he  performed  in  a 
dark  ni^ht ;  and|  embarking  in  a  fmall  ihip>  crofled  over  to  Bri<* 
tain,  Where  he  had  a  ftrong  fleet  and  a  powerful  army*  He 
ffondAj  repented  of  this  wrong  ftepi  when  he  was  informed,  that 
die  Tery  night  after  his  departure^  the  &a  had  carried  away  all 
the  works  of  the  Romans,  and  left  the  port  open.  The  next 
thing  Gonftantius  did^  Was  to  draw  together  *aU  the  (hips  that 
could  be  had  from  every  part  of  his  dominions ;  and  having  fta-' 
tioned  ftrong  fquadrons  on  the  coaft  of  Britab,  Spaing  and  Gaul, 
to  prevent  Garaufius  ftt>m  joining  hi^  confederatesj  he  failed  in 
pcrfcm  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet  through  th^  ftreights  of  GibraU. 
tdfj  to  meet  the  Franks,  whom  he  defeated  fo  ^bfolutely,  and 
purfued  his  viAory  fo  clofely,  that  there  was  not  a  man  of  them:  | 

left^.  In  the  interim  Caraufius  employed  his  time  in  preparing 
the  beft  ht  could  for  the  defence  of  Britain }  but  one  Allefkus^ 
a  confideraUe  officer  in  his  fervice>  and  whom  he  had  always 
treated  aa  an  intimate  friend^  fnppoflng  that  his  death  would  put 
him  in  pofleiBon  of  all  bis  power^  treacheroufly  mUrdered  him, 
when  he  had  iheigned  fevon  years,  and  then  aiTumed  the  purpled 
This  AlleAus  was  far  from  having  either  the  capacity  or  the 
fortune  of  his  predeccflbr,  though  all  Our  hiftorians  agi^ee,  that 
he  kept  his  dominions  and  his  forces.  He  was  for  fome  tinre 
fuperior  in  power  at  fea;  but  he  employed  that  fuperiority  rather  1 

as  a  pirate  than  as  a  prince,  fending  out  his  fquadrons  to  fpoil 
ihe  adjacent  coafts  of  Gaul^  and  to  interrupt  the  trade  of  all  the 
Roman  provinces.  'Conftamitls  faw  this  with  impatience,  but,  at 
the  fame  tikne,  took  all  the  neccflary  precautions  for  putting  aa 
lend  to  it.  At  length  he  fotmd  hidafelf  ftmng  enough  to  fight  , 
Alle&u^  by  fea>  and»  with  this  view,  failed  from  the  coaft  of 
Gaul  towards  that  of  Britain.  Alle£fcus,  with  a  navy  no  way 
inferior  to  bin,  l^y  then  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  whence^  on  the 
firft  intelligence  of  the  departure  of  the  Roman  fleet,  he  ftood  to 
fea,  in  order  to  intercept  it  j  but  it  fo  happened,  that  Gonftan- 
tius, by  means  of  a  fog,  pafled  him,  and  landed  fafely  in  Bri. 
tain ;  whiqh  he  had  no  fooncr  done>  than,  from  a  foreiight  that 

&  Eutrop.  Hb,  it.  Bed.  lib.  i.  tap.  6.  Ordf.  lib.  rit.  rap.  15.  Paul.  Diac.  lib,  x. 
^ap.  41.  Anrel.  V.O.  cap.  39.  Fordon.  Scoiichfonicon,  Hb.  xi.  c«p.  /io. 
i  A.  D.  194. 
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ikt  Britiih  fleet  wpold  infaliibly  beat  his  in  a  fair  iea*figHt,  be 
oaufed  his  ihips  to  be  fet  oa  fire  that  hit  foldiess  might  have  no 
hopes  of  efcaping  but  by  beating  their  enemies.  Alledus 
^ickljr  retorned  to  Britain,  and  pot  himfelf  at  the  head  of  i^ 
finaU  body  of  troops.;  but  perceiTing  diat  the  hearts  of  the  peo* 
I^le  were  entirely  aiienated  from  him,  and  that  he  was  thereby 
becooK  inferior  on  had  to  thofe  oVer  whom  he  had  a  fttpcrio«» 
rity  at  fea,  hegrew  ina  manner diftraAcd  ^  and,,  engaging ra(hly 
%fith  AiclepiodotuSt  who  commanded  a  party  of  Roman  troops^ 
his  forces  wete  routed^  and  himfielf  having  thrown  away  his 
purple  robe,  after  a  defperate  defence^  was  fiain  >^.  He  held  the 
empire,  or  rather  bore  the  tilk  of  emperor^  about  three  years  $ 
and  there  is  yet  extant  a  gold  coin  of- his  with  this  inicription». 
IMP.  c.  AXECTU9,  P.  P.  MVG*  On  the  reverfe,  »alvs  augL 
Me  feems  to  have  loft  himfeif  by  his  rafimeis  j  for  he  certainly 
fooght  before  the  main  body  of  the  troops  came  np-^  Tfaefe  con-^ 
fifted  of  foreigners  of  all  nationS}  drawn  to  his  fervice  from  the 
hopes  of  pay^  and  who«  gs  foon  as  they  knew  of  his  misfiDrtttne> 
tefolved  to  fatisfy  their  expe£btioB8  by  plundering  tbo&  they 
came  to  preferve.  With  this  view  they  pofieiled  themfelves  o£ 
liondon  -,  but,,  as  they  entered  the  city,,  a  new  miichance  befel 
them.  Part  of  the  Roman  army,  fevered  from  the  grand  fleet 
at  fea  by  the  mid  befare-mentioned,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Thiimes,  and  entered  the  city  immediately  after  them.  •  Upon 
this  an  engagement  enfued^  wherein  the  foreigners  weredefeat- 
^1  and  cut  to  pieces;  their  commander,  whofe  name  was  GaU 
lus,  endeavouring  to  iave  himfeif  by  flighty  was  pu&cd  into,  and 
drowned  in  a  little  brooks  caQed  from  thence,  in  the  Britiih 
tongue,  Nant-Gallt  and  by  tlie  Saxons,  Walbrook*^. 

In  fuceeeding  times,  when  tbe  government  of  the  Komanr 
ejtnpire  came,  to  be  better  iettled,  proper  officers  were  ap- 
pointed fSmr  maiataining  both  civil  and  military  government  in 
]|ritain.}  bttt»  above  al)j^  due  care  was  taken  of  naval  affairs,. 
and  garrxfons  w<rc  placed  in  various  ports,  and  particularly  at 
thofe  which  foUow,  WBB.  Othona^  which  Camden  took  to  br 
Hading^  in  SuflTcx  ^  Dttbris„  which  certainly  was  Dover  |  I^em* 

k  A.  D.  %96.  1  Aurel.  ViOor.  in  Czfiirib.  Eatrop.  obi,  fupra.  Fomen. 

Pan«g.  Cottflanr.  C«fiir.  Speed*!  cbroiakk  ^  %$$<  Lrwit's  Wftdry  of  Briuin, 
p.  lao.  m  Hift.  Brltan.  lib.  v^cap.  iv.  Vir.  HiOv.  lib.  y.   Camd^iK  Defcript. 

Britaa.  ia  Triaobam.    Speed**  Chronicle,  p.  zjj.     lt^U\  HiOory  of  Britain, 

P»  UkO.- 
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jnasiSf  wbK^  wd$  ekher  Hftfae  in  Kent,  or  fome  place  near  it, 
perhaps  Lime-hill}  Bramodaniun,  Bnncbefter^in  NorfoU;,  not 
far  fin>m  the  waihes;  Garlannonuni,  Yarmouth ;  Regulbium, 
Rcculyer  in  Kent^  AittufSs  or  Rittspffs,  Rtchhoroiigh  near  Sand- 
"wichs  Anderia,  Newendea  in  Kent;  and  the  port  of  the  Adur- 
nl,  now  Alkrington  t>r  fideriilgton,  near  Shorehara  in  Sufl«x^. 
Conftantine  the  Great,  as  he  was  bom  in  this  ifl4iid,  f»  he 
was  extremely  carefml  of  its  eoncems  *•  On  his  death,  and  the 
divifion  of  the  empire  among  his  icns,  it  felt  fothe  fliai%  of 
Conftantkietlieeldeft.  After  his  murder,  his  younger  brothers, 
Conftamios  and  Conftans,  were  both  here,  and  Gratianus  was 
by  them  made  general  of  Britain**.    The  emperor  Julian  fcnc 
OTcr  Lupicinus  to  rcprefs  the  Scots,  In  which  he  was  very  fuc- 
celsfal^.  Under  the  emperors  Valcntinlajius  and  Valcns,  Tbeo- 
dofius  performed  great  things  in  this  ifland,  and,  having  reco- 
vered the  country  between  the  two  walls,  he  ereded  it  into  a 
proriace  by  Itfel^  and  called  it  Valoitia^  After  dhk,  Masimus 
was  gejieral  of  ihe  Roman  forces  in  this  ijfland,  who,  having 
vanqoUhed  the  Scots  and  PiOs,  wa^  declared  emperor  by  his  ar.- 
any*.    He»  carrying-on  great  wars  on  thecontineotj  trsmlpoft^ 
ed  thither  the  flower  ^  the  Briti(h  youth,  w)\jcb  wosonepiia- 
cipal  caufe  of  the  misfortune  that  befel  his  coiuiti*y )  for  after  a 
reign  of  Sn  years,  be  was  vaa^wOied,  and  put  to  death  in  Ita- 
ly I  and  fo  Britain  returned  to  the  obedience  of  the  Roman  eiu- 
pcpors^  The^iapefor  'fheodofiuAfent  over  Chry(<mAhus,  who 
governal  here  very  wnithily  all  the  time  of  his  reign'*,     in  the 
sicviage  of  the  emperor  lionorius,  new  difturbances  were  creaMd 
by  the  Scots  y)4  FiQs^  which  induced  StilJco,  who  was  the 
emperor's  guardian,  to  iend  Vidorinus  to  command  here,  who 
having  expelkd  the  invaders,  re-fortified  the  waU,  and  placed  a 
legion  in  garriibn  tp  defend  it^  the  fas)e  worthy  perfon  took 
car-e  alfo  to  reftore  the  maritime  force  of  the  iflaad,  whereby  be 
foured  it  from  the  infults  of  thoTe  piratical  nattOM,  who  now 
began  to  infeft  the  fea.     Claudian,  in  his  panegyric  on  Stilico, 
attributes  all  ibis  to  him,  becaiifi:  done  by  his  order^  and  by  an 

■  Sdden.  Mare  CUofum.  lib.  M  cap.  6,  7.  ^  Zolim.  Europ.  v\t.  liiO.  H^. 

i/u         P  Paiiit  Diaconi  bi(^.  lib.  zt,  cap.  18.  TlAor  in  Valentin.  AmiDiao.  Jfiu* 
cetlini  h\(k,  lib.  xiv.  *l  Bed.  lib.  L  cau>.  r.  Ammiaoi  Msrcellini,  lib.  xi^, 

r  Idcniy  lib.  BKVii.  Chodian  de  bcllo  Gctico,  k  in  laud.  Theodofii  •  A.  D. 

)8i.  t  Zofim.  bin.  lib.  iv«    Fordun.  ScocicbtonicoA,  lib.  ii>  cap.  41, 

u  foMponiihi  ii«tas  in  Theodolio.  , 
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officer  afting  under  his  authority :   for  thus  he  intpduccs  the 
ifle  of  Britain  fpeaking  tcr  hi$  patron  ^. 

Munivit  StilieOf  Mam  quta^  Scotus  lernui 
Movity  isf  infifto  fpjumavit  nmigt  Thetis. 
Bliiis  effeBunx  euri^j  ne  hi/a  tim^rem 
.    Sc9tica,  mc  Picium  tremeretny  ne  Uttare  tOa 
Projj^erem  dubiis  v^mMfem  Sa^iM  vet^is  ^ 

Mc  too,  hy  neighbours  when  altnoft  4cvQuiy, 

Thop,  Stilico,  fuftain'd-T-tho'  Ireland  pour'd 

Her  Scots  abroad,  and  coverfcl  all  the  Tea 

With  hoftilc  fleets.— But  no^,  rcftor'd  by  thee, 

"yhofc  Scots,  tho'  join'd  with  Pids,  I  feat  no  morc^ 

Nor  dread  each  changing  wiiid  fliould  bfin^  the  Saxons  o-cf. 

But  when  Alarick  the  Goth  made  his  firft  irruption  into  Italy, 
Viftprinus  with  his  legion  was  recalled  out  of  Britain"  ;  and  the 
affairs  of  the  empire  falling  continually  froip  bad  to  worfc,  the 
Roman  forces  he  left  behind  thought  thcmfelvcs  at  liberty  to 
deft,  in  conjunAion  with  the  Britons,  a  prince'  of  their  own,  or 
as  the  phrafe  was  in  thofc  times,  an  emperor.  Accordingly  they 
fihoft  and  murdered  two  in  Icfs  than  fix  months  •  ;  then  they  fet 
Up  o.ne  Conftantine  merely  for  hi^  name's  fake  b,  who  in  a  (hort 
time  afpired  to  greater  things  than  the  bare  dominion  of  Britain, 
On  this  account,  be,  trke  his  preiieceiObr  Mai^imus,  aflemblecl 
the  utmoft  force  of  the  ifland,  and  paiTed  therewith  over  into 
Gaul,  where  by  the  help  of  thefe  forces  and  bis  fleet,  he  per- 
forrhcd  many  great  things,  till  the  Emperor  Honorius  made  war 
agatnft,  and  fubdued  him^  The  Britons,  in  the  mean  time^ 
were  brought  to  the  laft  extremity  by  the  Scots  and  Pifts  5  in- 
ibmuch  that  the  remainder  of  the  Romans,  giving  the  country 
for  loft,  at  Icaftfor  ^heprcfent,  buried  their  trcafures,  and 
tranfported  thcmfclvcs  toother  parts ^.  However,  even  after 
this,  on  their  humble  application  to  Honorius,  JEtius,  general  of 
the  i[orce^  in  (5aul,  l^ad  orders  to  fend  over-a  legion  ;  which  he 

«  A.  D.  39<»-  y  Vititg.  fecund,  dc  laod.  Stilic.  «  Camden  Roman. 

^r)  an.  Gulielm.  Malme/bor.  de  geflis  reg.  Angl.  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  >  Zof.  hill. 

lib.  iv.  Bed.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.         b  A.  D.  407.  <=  Bcda.  Jib.  i.  c*p.  x.^ofim. 

Hb.  x*.  capl  13.  Orof.  lib.  ?ii.  cap.  42.  d  Chron.  SaxoD.  ad  aofl.  418. 

did, 
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did,  and  repeated  the  fame  £avour  fome  years  afterwards  % 
This  hd\  legion  was  conunanded  bj  one  Gallic,  who,  having 
Kpaired,  or  rather  rebuilt  the  wall  originally  raifed  by  Seyerus, 
and  fortified  the  coaft  againft  the  fudden  invaiions  of  the  pi- 
rates who  then  infefted  the  BritUb  feas,  pbinly  told  the  people, 
that  the  afiatrs  of  the  empire  would  not  permit  them  to  pafs 
over  any  more,  hot  thait  for  the  future  ihey  muft  think  of  de* 
fiendbg  themielves  as  well  as  they  could  3  and  after  many  ex- 
hortations  to  behaye  with  conftancy  and  courage  in  the  caufe 
of  their  country,  he  embarkdd  all  the  Roman  troops  ^ ,  and 
left  the  Britons  to  their  ft>rtunes  K 

Thus,  about  four  hundred  and  eighty  years,  according  to  the 
computation  of  the  learned  Selden,  or  four  hundred  and  feventy, 
as  the  Sax^on  chronicle  informs  us,  after  the  firft  itivafion  of  this 
ifland  by  Julius  Caefar,  the  Romans  quitted  it,  and' all  the  rights 
they  could  pretend  to  \  For,  thl$  being  a  voluntary  abdication, 
nothing  can  be  plaiper,  than  that  they  left  the  Britons  as  fre^  as 
they  found  them.  And  as  it  is  evident,  that  this  nation  exerci- 
fed  the  dominion  over  the  circumambient  feas  before  thocoming 
of  the  Romans,  who  likewifc  contended,  that  the  poiteffion  of 
this  iiland  gave  them  a  title  to  the  like  fovereig^ty,  nothing  can 
be  more  apparent  than  that  it  now  reverted  to  the  Britons.  I  fay, 
nothing  can  be  more  evident,  if  we  admit  .that  the  Romans  ac- 
quired any  right  by  conqneft ;  which  may  feem  doubtful,  (inee 
they  never  fubdued  the  whole  ifland  $  and  if  fo,  theBritiih  title 
to  this  dominion  remained  unimpeached.  We  are  next  to  in- 
quire, what  the  tScAs  were  of  this  defcrtion  of  the  ifle  by  the 
Romans,  and  in  what  fitvation  the  naval  affairs  of  the  Britons 
remained,  when  they  were  thus  left  xo  themfelves.  A  dlfHcuh 
ta(k  indeed,  confidering  the  dubious  authority  of  the  authors 
whom  we  are  to  ufe  ;  but  a  ta(k  neceiFary  to  be  performed ; 
fince,  as  the  dominion  of  the  fea  mufl  have  refted  fome  where, 
|re  Ihal]  do  our  beft  to  (hew  it  refied  with  them. 

The  Scots  and  PiAs  no  fooner  underdood  that  the  Britons 
were  abandoned  by  the  Romans,  than  they  began  to  form  de- 
iigns  not  only  of  pillaging^  as  they  were  wont  to  do,  the  fou- 


«  Ptali  Dtacooi  hid.  mircel.  lib.  xiv.  f  A.  D.  430.  8  Bed.  lib.  I 

cap.  !%•    Gildai  decscid.  Briun.  Fordun.  Scotichronicoji,  lib.  iii.  cap.  i^,    Zo- 
SaJf^*  \dOt,  lib.  v  .  Chioo.  Stio».  ad  aao.  4!5«        ^  M«rc  CUurum,  lib.  ii.  cap.  p. 
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them  fort  of  the  ifland,  Iwit  for  making  an  tbSeinte  conqueft 
th(ececf»  or  at  leaft  of  a  ^^od  p^at  of.  it,  whidi  acrafdingly 
they  attemplted  with  a  niiinfiirons  Afiny,  -znd  vith  a  gmt  fleet. 
Tiie  £rft.  tj^itig  they  did,  was  tp  AemotHh  tbe  wali,  iliat  k 
jnxght  be  no  obflacjb  ^  £ttture  istcurfionft  *  i  then*  landing  their 
forces  behuid  the  Britpm,  Hhej  fo  aftooi^beed  ilwm  urifh  n»m- 
bersy  that  thej  rdinquiAvBd  sJl  thougbu  jof  defisnce.  Thcfe 
inroads  haying  deftroyed  the  dkicf  cities,  and  iatcrmptcd  agri-> 
cuktire,  a  famine  ienfiiedf  which,  hovsTer  gricfDos  to  llic  Bri- 
toos  in  one  refped^  wai  yet  of  ierme  tto  theui  in  anotlier  s  far 
it  dcftroyed  multitudes  of  their  enemieft,  eompdled  the  tvft  to 
retreat,  and  £6  gave  thooi  time  to:  rocoUeQ  tbemfelves^,  ^llie 
liTue  of  their  deliberations  «7as  the  fending  otrar  the  iH(bpp  •of 
JUmdon  into  Armories^  or  Brittany,  in  France,  to  demanid  aA 
iiftance  of  their  bnetbren  Settled  there ;  and  the  reafon  ^iligped 
for  this,  in  the  Britifli  kiflory^  is  very  j«i&  and  reafonable  h  for 
th^  biOiop  was  charged  jto  repreient  the  chief  <au^  of  their 
we^kneis,  to  be  the  planting  of  that  coaotry,  by  the  emperor 
Maximus,  and  the  leaving  there  the  gneatoft  part  of  the  Brfttfli 
navy.  This  reprefentation  had  a  proper  e&A  npoQ  the  kingof 
Brittany  (  who^  thon^  be  conld  not  himfelf  pais  oyer  to  the 
affiftance  of  hi«  oountrymen,  yet  .be  fen  t  overkis  brother  <^oo*- 
fiautiae,  With  a  fquadron  of  fl;out  fiiips,  and  two  thoii£uDd 
inen. '  This  Conftanttne  was  crowned  their  king  by  the  Bci* 
toas^  and  by  them  fumamed  the  'Detiverer^  becaufe  he  fought 
valiantly  and  fttcoelsfnlly  s^ainft  their  enemies,  and  reded  wor- 
thily for  ten  years '. 

I  know  very  weU,  that  many  of  our  heft  writers.  rejicA  this 
Conftantine,  and  would  perfuade  us,  that  there  never  was  any 
foch  prince  ;  but  that  the  whole  is  a  fi&ion  of  the  author  of 
the  Britifli  hiftory.  This  notion,  however,  is  fo  thoroughly  i«- 
fttted  by  a  very  learned  writer,  who  long  ftudied^  and  pcf£t&ly 
underftood  the  Britifli  records,  that  I  cannot  conceive  any  im- 
partial critic  will  eenfure  my  following  has  opinion,  wlisd  they 
have  carcfiiUy  pemied,  and  duly  weighed  fats  reafoas'*' :  but 
what  diicfly  prevailed  upon  me  to  follow  t  he  Britilh  hiftory  in 

I  A.  D.  433.  k  Hid.  Briran.  lib.  vi.  cap.  3.      Vic.  bid.  Jib.  ▼».     AIq- 

red.  Beverl.  lib.  i.    Joban.  de  PorduA.  Scotichron.  lib.  iii.  cap,  it.  1  Hid. 

Brit.  lib.  ▼!.  eap.  4,  5.    Vit.  bid.  lib.  tH.    Cooper's  cbronick,  fo).  133. 
W  Seel^ewii'i  ancioit  hid.  of  Great  Britain   p.' 157* 
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tim  fok^f  19,  the  aoduurity  of  the  Saxon  annals,  pnUifhed  bf 
.  Uk  laic  learned  biihop  of  London.  For  thefif  annab  place  the 
retreat  of  the  Rinnans  in  43^5*  and  the  commg  of  the  Saxons 
in  443»  whidi  is  the  verj  year  after  this  King  Coaftastine 
died  'j  and  thoi^h  thefe  annals  do  not  mention  htm,  yct^  as  they 
teli  as  nothing  of  what  pafled  in  that  incerTal,  I  can  fee  m^ 
caafe  why  we  fliould  not  rather  follow  the  account  given  oa  by 
the  BricUh  authors  of  things  which  happened  in%this  fpace  of 
time,  than  leave  inch  a  chafm  in  oar  hiflory,  merely  becaufe 
other  authors,  who,  none  of  them^  prolefs  to  write  of  the  fuc« 
ceffioQ  of  the  Britifli  kings,  fay  nothing  of  this  prince.  Efpe- 
cialljr,  Cnce  the  Scots  hiftorians  own  him^  and  there  are  otlier 
convincing  jM-oois,  £n>ni  Britiih  records^  of  his  having  really 
reigned  here ;  though  perh;^  there  may  be  ibme  error  as  ta 
the  length  of  his  reign. 

At  the  tioie  of  his  deceafe  he  left  three  fons,  Conftans,  Au- 
rdius  Ambrofins,  and  Ucer^  fumamed  Pendragon*  Conftans^ 
the  efiieft,  was  a  very  weak  man,  and  by  his  £ither  deftined  t9 
be  a  monk  $  the  other  two  were  children.  Vortigem,  a  Bri* 
ti(h  nobleman  of  great  power>  took  Conftans  out  of  his  mo- 
aaftery,  and,  to  ferre  his  own  purpofes,  made  him  king.  He 
governed  for  a  time  in  bis  name ;  and,  when  he  thought  him«^ 
ieif  firong  enough  to  ruk  without  him,  he  caufed  him  to  be 
put  to  death,  and  then  feized  the  kingdom :  the  children  of 
Conftantiiie  flying  to  Brittany  ■'.  This  Vortigern  it  was,  who^ 
as  the  Saxon  authors  tell  us,  invited  their  countrymen  over  into 
Britain.  He  was,  as  all  writers  agree,  a  very  bad  prince,  who» 
by  his  tyrannical  government,  encouraged  the  Scots  and  Pi£b 
ag;un  to  invade  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  fo  alienated 
the  minds  of  his  fubjefts  from  him,  that  he  durft  not  rety  on 
their  aififtance,  even  for  the  defence  of  their  country :  this  is 
ib  rational  an  account  of  his  ftrong  inclination  to  foreigners,  for 
which  he  is  unanimoufly  upbraided  by  all  our  authentic  hifto- 
rians, that  I  cannot  doubt  its  being  truth  ^.  The  firft  Saxons 
vho  arrived,  were  Horfa  and  Hcngift,  two  brothers,  with  their 
followers ;  by  whofc  affiftancc  Vortigern  repulfcd  the  Scots  and 
PiOs,  and  fettled  himfclf  cflcaually  in  the  kingdom.     To  fir 

'^  A.    D,  4}9.  OHiA.Briuo.  lib.  vi.  c«p.  p.     Vit.  hift.  Jib.  7.     Beef, 

hifl.  eccl.  Mb,  i.     Cildas  de  Excidio  Br:t»n.     O,  Malmcfb.  ch  gtfih  reo.  AngK 
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them,  without  wbofe  ai&ftance  his  fecurity  could  not  contlriiife 
here,  be  gave  them  lands  in  Kent,  where  they  landed ;  as  alib 
in  the  north,  after  they  had  beaten  his  enemies.  Thefe  Saxons 
came  over  in  three  (hips ;  but|  having  thriven  fo  well  here^ 
Hengift,  who  was  a  wife  man^  prevailed  upon  the  king,  firft 
to  give  him  leave  to  build  a  caille,  and  then  to  bring  oter  a 
frefli  fupply  of  his  countrymen,  which  he  accordingly  did,  in  a 
fquadron  of  eighteen  (hips.  With  them  came  over  Rowena^ 
the  daughter  of  Hengift,  a  very  beautiful  and  artful  woman^ 
whom  Vortigem  married,  quitting,  for  her  fake,  his  formed 
queen,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons  \  and^  inviting  over^  by  hei^ 
fuggeftions,  a  vaft  number  of  Saxons,  he  thereby  fo  irritated 
the  Britons,  that  they  refolved  to  depofc  him  j  which  accord* 
iDgly  they  did,  and  fct  up  his  fon  P4 

The  name  of  this  young  prince  was  Vortimer,  a  brave  and 
worthy  man  '*  He  immediately  raifed  an  army,  and,  as  faft  as 
he  could,  equipped  a  fleet,  while  his  degenerate  father  iheanly 
fidcd  with  ftrangers  againft  his  fubjedb.  The  Britifli  wHters 
fay,  that  Vortimer  defeated  the  Saxons  in  four  battles }  the  firft 
6n  the  river  Der%vent ;  the  fecohd  at  Ailesford,  in  Kent,  where 
Horfa  was  flain  5  the  third  was  on  the  fea-(hore,  on  the  lofs  of 
which  they  fled  to  the  ifle  of  Thanet,  where  they  thought  they 
fhould  have  been  fafe  5  but  Vortimcf  having  How  revived 
the  fpirits  of  his  fubje£ls,  and  withal  got  together  a  coilfider- 
ablc  ileet,  the  Saxons  found  themlclves  obliged  to  try  their  fora^ 
tunc  in  a  naval*  engagement,  in  which  they  were  beaten  for  the 
foiirtli  time,  and  obliged  to  fly  home,  leaving  ihcit  wives  and 
children,  behind  them  in  the  ifle  of  Thanet,  nor  had  they  eVer 
returned  if  Vortimer  had  lived  j  but  he  was  fliortly  after  poi- 
foned,  by  the  contrivance  of  his  mother-in-law '.  It  is  true, 
the  Saxon  chronicle  takes  no  notice  of  any  of  thefe  battles,  ex* 
cept  that  of  Ailesford ;  wherein  they  fay  they  were  viftorioUs, 
but  acknowledge  that  Horfa  was  there  killed ;  which  concef- 
flon,  with  the  circumftance  of  the  Saxons  never  owning  thej^ 
were  beat  at  all,  fecras  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  Britifh 
hiftory. 

P  Chronicon.  gaxon.  ad.  ann.  Dom.  449.  Witicbin.  dc  rcbof  S«Ton.  lib.  i< 
Hi(L  Brit.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xo,  11,  xx»  4  A.  D.  46 ji  r  Hift.  Brie*  Uh* 

W/cap.  (3»  14.    ViU  hifU  lib.  vii. 

After 
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After  tlie  death  of  Vortimery  the  Britons  unaccountably  in* 
Vited  Vortigcrn  again  to  the  throne.  lie,  perfiding  in  his  old 
feodments,  recalled  Hengift,  who  foon  brought  over  fuch 
fcrowds  of  SaxOnsj  that  when  the  king  would  have  ireiiraincd 
him^  it  was  not  in  his  power ;  infomuch,  that  dfter  fome  fruits 
lefs  ftrugglcsj  he  at  length  fled  into  Wales^  and  left  the  beft 
part  of  the  ifland  to  their  mercy :  and  thtis^  ad  their  oWn  wri- 
ters agree^  not  more  by  their  own  valour^  than  by  the  weak- 
nefrof  an  uxdfioils  king,  the  Sa:aons  firft  feated  theitifelves  ill 
Britaiii. 

In  this  period  of  time,  Aurelius  Ambrofii^s^  the  iScOrld  fbli 
of  Gonft^tine  was  biiconfle  a  tilan )  and  being  invited  by  the 
BritDns  to  profecute  his  claim  to  the  crown^  he  gdt  together  a 
good  fleet,  and  embarking  thereon  ten  tfaoufand  men,  landed 
at  Totncfs  *.  The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  purflie  Vortigcrn j 
trhom  hie  defeated  and  deftroyed  $  and  then  turned  his  arm$ 
againft  the  Saxons,  whoni  he  defeated  alfo  in  feversil  battles  : 
and  in  one  of  them  flew  thefamoiis  Hengift,  cither  in  fight) 
or,  as  the  Britifli  hiftory  reports^  after  he  had  ihade  him  pri- 
fpner  ^  It  is  triie,  there  is  no  notice  takeii  of  this  ib  the  Saxoii 
annals;  but  then  they  fay  nothing  of  what  happened  in  that 
year ;  but  tell  us  in  the  next,  that  Efca  fucceeded  Hertgift>  which 
is  a  circiimft^ance  Very  favourable  to  the  account  which  we  have 
given ;  fince,  as  we  before  dbferved^  there  is  no  inftance  of 
their  comthemoratiflg  any  defeat,  though  in  fetting  down  their 
viflories  they  are  veiy  exa£^*  Upon  this  Tifiory,  Aurelius 
made  a  peace  with  the  Sazonsi  and  was)  tiot  long  afteri  at  theif 
inftigation  poifoned^  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  Pattlu|  Diaco^ 
nus  "  mentions  this  Britifli  king^  and  tells  us,  that  by  his  valour 
he  fupported  his  finking  country. 

Uthcr,  fumanKid  Pendragoii,  that  is,  4ragon's  Head,  from 
his  bearing  the  head  of  a  dr;igon  in  his  enfigns  ^|  fucceeded 
his  brother,  and  carried  on  the  war  againft  the  Saxons  fuecefs* 
fully  fometimes,  arid  at  others  was  much  diftrcfled  by  them ; 
fo  that  he  was  conftrained  to  treat  them  as  the  French  After* 
wards  did  the  Nbrrftans ;  that  is,  to  yield  them  provibccs^  and 
content  himfelf  with  homagCj  inftead  df  abfoluttf  fovercigiity  5 

•  A.  D.  4^T.  t  irifl.  Briun.  lib.  viii.  cap;  5,  t,  7.    tit.  Mil.  Ub.  vil. 

V  Hift.  Mifccl.  lib.  xv,  "  A.  D.  joa. 
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tod  therefore,  under  his  reign,  we  find  feveral  Saxon  prtnci« 
|>alities  eftablifhed  in  this  ifland.  It  likewise  appears  from  the 
Sa3K>n  annak,  that  feveral  battles  were  fought  againft  the  Bri- 
tons in  his  reign,  though  he  is  never  mentioned  }  becaafe,  in 
thofe  aanak,  they  ijpeak  of  no  Britifli  princes,  except  fuch  as 
were  by  them  either  beaten  or  killed.  In  his  reign  alfo  the 
kingdom  was  invaded  fmoi  Ireland ;  but  by  the  courage  of  this 
prince  the  enemy  was  repulfed,  and  the  public  tranquillity  re- 
fiored  9  to  prefervc  which,  he  equipt  a  very  confiderable  fleet, 
and  this,  together*  with  his  dominions,  be  left  to  his  fon  the 
luntms  Arthur  ^4 

This  prince,  whofe  glory,  like  that  of  many  other  martial 
«xmaxH:ha,  turns  owre  to  his  prejudice  than  advantage,  by  gi- 
ti^g  an  air  of  fable  to  his  hiftory,  and  bringing  his  real .  deeds 
JO  queftion,  thnough  the  extravagant  pains  beftowed  by  thofe 
who  recorded  them  ^  this  worthy  prince,  I  fay,  atchieved  great 
things,  and  intended  greater  y.  Our  learned  antiquary  Leland 
long  ago  vindicated  the  reputatiop  of  bis  vidories  againft  the 
cavils  of  the  critics ;  who,  becaufe  they  do  not  find  things  ex- 
a£tly  written  in  barbarous  times,  when  indeed  it  is  well  they 
were  written  at  all,  will  have  them  to  be  abfolute  fables  ^  as  if 
the  memory  of  £i£b  could  not  outlive  their  circumftances,  the 
contrary  of  which  every  day  demonftrates  to  be  a  truth.  My 
defign  will  not  permit  me  to  fay  more  upon  this  fub;e£l  ^  nor 
indeed  had  I  faid  fo  much,  if  Arthur  had  not  been  one  of  the 
mod  eminent  of  our  naval  heroes.  For  he»  as  the  Britifh  hif- 
tory  informs  us,  Tthich  Mr.  Selden  4id  not  diitiain  to  tranfcribe, 
anneted  to  his  kingdom  of  Britain  the  fix  infular  provinces,  wz* 
IreloLoif  Iceland,  Gothland,  the  Orcades  or  Orkneys,  Nor- 
way; and  Denmark  \  which  throwing  off  the  yoke  under  the 
rcigh  of  his  fuccefibr,  were  once  more  recovered  by  King 
Malgo,  diOBgh  held  by  the  Britons  after  that  but  for  a  little 
time. 

.Thus  we  have  brought  down  the  naval  htftory  of  this  ancient 
nation  to  the  time  of  its  dedeniion,  and  their  being  compelled 
by  the  Saxons  to  retire  into  Wales,  and  the  counties  adjacent 
tberetOj  where,  according  to  their  own  hiftorians,  the  Britons 

s  Hift.   Brlun.  lib.  y\H.  ctp.  14.    Tit.   Hift.  lib.  vii.  7  A.  D.  53?- 

s  II iA.  Briuo.  lib.  U.  cap.  jo.    Vit.  hift.  lib.  Tui. 

for 
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for  fcvcral  ages  prcfcrved  fomc  maridme  ftrength.  If  any  one 
fliould  cfteem  this  fo  much  time  thrown  away,  and  (hould  far* 
inifc  that  it  had  been  better  we  had  begun  our  hiftory  lower, 
that  we  might  have  written  with  more  certainty;  the  anfwer  5$ 
ready,  and  I  hope  (atisfadory.  Many  of  our  wifeft  antiquaries 
are  of  opinion,  that  we  derive  our  excellent  conftitution  froirt 
the  Britoni,  their  laws  being  tranfiated  by  the  command  of  tb« 
Saxon  princes,  and  incorporated  with  their  own.  If  then  thcif 
conftitution  might  be  the  model  of  ours,  why  not  their  navsit 
dominion  the  fourcc  of  ours  ?  We  are  the  dcfccndents  of  the 
Saxons ;  but  then  they  were  the  fucceSbrs  of  the  Britons,  and 
did  not  think  it  beneath  them  to  claim  under  them  in  tfajs  re* 
<peA.  Thus  the  glorious  King  Edward  L  in  a  letter  he  wrote 
to  the  Pope,  in  aflerting  his  fovcreignty  oifer  Scotland,  derives 
St  from  the  conqucft  of  Arthur ;  fo  that,  it  feems,  his  afts 
were  matter  of  record  and  hiftory  then,  though  in  the  eyes  of 
ibme  they  pais  for  fables  now.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  if  it 
be  right  to  trace  a  title  as  high  as  pofBble,  that  is,  as  high  asl 
vouchers  can  be  found  to  fupport  it ;  we  are  well  juftiflcd  as  to 
the  pains  we  have  taken  ;  and  as  to  the  certainty  of  later  re* 
cords,  as  we  ftate  them  in  their  proper  periods,  we  lofe  nothing 
by  (hewing  whence  they  are  derived. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obfcrve,  that  we  follow  fbme  very 
great  authorities,  in  paying  this  refpedV  to  the  Britifh  hiftory, 
Camden  himfelf,  though  he  fufpefls  it  in  the  grofs,  yet  fu'pports 
many  hiftorical  paflages  in  his  great  work  of  the  defcription  of 
Britain  from  Nennius,  and  other  Britifti  writers.  .  The  Scottifli 
hiftorian  Buchanan,  though  he  treats  the  work  of  Geoffrey  of 
Monmouth  with  great  contempt,  yet  acknowledging  the  hiftory 
of  Arthur,  gives  more  light  into  fome  parts  of  it  than  any  other 
author.  The  profound  Selden,  who  ftudied  our  antiquities 
with  equal  application  and  judgment,  proceeds  like^-*^^  in  this 
tradt.  To  conclude,  the  immortal  Shakefpear,  whofe  works 
proclaim  him  as  true  a  patriot  as  he  was  a  poet,  ftiewed  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  preferve  the  memory  of  our  Britifh  worthies,  by 
dedicating  to  their  honour  feveral  of  his  plays,  fuch  as,  the  tra<< 
gedy  of  King  Lear,  Cymbeline,  Locrine,  isfc.  and  the  fubliax« 
Milton  had  thoughts  of  doing  the  fame ;  though  he  feems  to 
Jiave  altered  his  mind  when  he  wrote  his  hiftory. 

If  fo  little  certainty  occur  in  what  the  world  has  generally 
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elleeined  matters  of  moment,  we  may  very  well  fuppofe,  that 
there  is  lefs  ftill  to  he  gleaned  froin  anrient  writersi  within  thi^ 
periodi  in  reference  to  cpmmerce  \  yet  fomething  there  is,  for 
what  was  tl^ere,  fave  the  t)iirft  of  gain,  that  cpuld  eftab|i{h  at 
^egi^Iar  iqtercourfe  between  countries  fo  diftant  as  Phoenicij^ 
^d  the  Biritiib  illes :  yet  fuch  a  ^orrefpo.n4e]ice  there,  i^as,  nor 
are  ^e  left  quite  in  the  dark  s^  to  the  motives  upon  which  it 
was  foundecl.  I^he  Phoeniciaqs,  in  thofe  early  days  the  greateCk 
traders  in  the  irorlc),  ^fited  thefe  iflandsfor  the  fa)^^  of  their 
tin,  ifbid^  yf^.  excellent  in  its  kind,  smd  of  which  t^iey  ha4 
great  plenty,  and  fpr  tliis  reafon  they  beftqwed  upon  them  the 
pame  of  Cai&ter^des  ^,  f he  reade^  will  pei-mic  me  to  give  hio^ 
%wo  inf^nces  with  refpe^  to  the  commercial  fpirit  of  tl^ofe  s^cs^^ 
^hicl^  are  equally  inflru&ive  and  entertaining. 

It  was  in  Spain,  in  which  ti\e  Phoenicians  had  potent  cplonies 
and  fruitful  territories,  that  they  fixed  the  (laple  of  their  trade 
4With  thofe  iilands  before«mentionedi  and  fo  jealous  it  feemsj^ 
they  were  of  having  their  rou^e  fo  the  Britifh  Indies  difcovercd^ 
that  a  fliip  ladeq  yrith  tin  being  chaced  by  a  Jloman  vcfTel  of 
greater  force,  the  captain  ^nd  owner,  ^filfuUy  run  her  on  ihorej^ 
that  he  might  have  a  chance  for  drawing  his  eager  en^my  intp 
the  fame  misfortune,  or  at  Ieaft»  be  fecure  pf  preventing  his 
rich  casgo  from  falliiiig  into  his  handi$,  apd  thereby  tempt  the 
Romans  to  think  of  opening  a  pallage  to  thofe  iilands  them- 
felves.  This  conduft  of  his  was  not  only  approyedy  but  ap- 
plauded by  his,  countrymen,  who,  ma^e  him  ^mple  fatisfadUoa 
for  his  cargo.  We  are  indebted  fpr  this  intelligence  to  Strabo  ^^ 
pne  of  the  mojft  learned  and  authentic  writers  of  antiquUy«  The 
Other  p^sge  is  to  be  met  with  i^  So^ii^us^^  whp  a0[ures  us,  that 

•  Strabo,  Ongox-  Hb.  wi.  p.  141.  Thefe  ifiands  are  ftyled  Ct^iitcti^es  from 
the  0<eck  word  Mtrr/rt^Af  which  4gni6ei  tin ;  ja((  a»  from  the  Latin  word  Jian^ 
num  we  have  forned  flanneries  to  fignifjr  tin  works,  ^n  the  like  manner  amoi.^ 
the  Indian  nation  called  the  Dnngi,  there  was  a  city  named  Cafliteron  from  its 
being  a  great  mart  for  do.  $tephanns,  de  wiibm^  a^fo  mentions  in  the  Indian 
|ea  an  iOand  called  CalCtera  for  the  laqie  ireafon. 

k  Geogr.  li^.  iii.  p.  115.  Whcne  we  haye^s^prefs  mention^  that  the  Romanf 
^txt  excerdingl;  folicicoas  to  intercept  fome  of  thcle  tin  fliips. 

«  De  BHtannis,  cap.  xxv.  He  fays,  they  have  no  markets  there,  and  will  not 
deal  with  Grangers  other  wife  than  by  barter.  But  Strabo,  in  the  place  befoi;e 
cited,  mentions  them  as  a  fober  and  ciyilized  people,  who  wore  commonly  black 
garments,  and  particularly  au  inner  or  under  robe  reaching  down  to  their  ancles, 
gV't  under  their  breads  with  a  girdle,  «nd  walking  commonly  with  fiaves  in 
U^ir  hinds. 

th^ 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  Caf&terides  would  not  part  wkh  their  va« 
Iiiable  commodities  for  money  |  but  infifted  upon  having  goods 
for  goods ;  now  this  could  not  arife  from  a  fpirit  of  barbaritf^ 
for  the  ufe  of  money  was  knpwn  to  the  Britons,  though  the 
metal  they  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe  was  either  coppet  or 
iron,  but  flowed  from  a  fpirit  of  traffic,  and  th^re  is  x^othing  ab- 
furd  in  fuppofing  that  they  either  re-exported  cbefe  foreign 
commodities,  or  manufa£hired  fpme  pf  them,  and  th^ibld 
them  to  other  nations  <^;  there  being  no  greater  ilpU  rfquired 
for  that»  than  for  extracting  and  refining  metals. 

The  goods  and  commodities  of  Bri^in  in  thef^  egrly  da^ 
were  cpm^  cattle,  bides,  hounds,  pearls,  lead,  tin,  filsrer,  :ind 
^old.  The  two  firft  metal^  wer^  of  their  own  growth  $  but  for 
the  two  laft,  I  prefume  they  had  them  from  other  nations  in 
exchange.  In  procels  of  time,  when,  by  their  intercourfe  with 
the  Romans,  tbey  were  grown  more  polite,  the  3rito{is  no 
doubt  extendc4  their  trade  |  and  though  we  have  no  authprities 
to  enable  us  to  give  a  diftinA  accpunt  of  this  matter  i  yet  therQ 
is  a  pafiage  in  T^^itus,  which  proves  it  in.  the  genera^  very 
iht»igly  \  for  he  afliires  us,  that  the  people  of  Cornwal],  by 
their  conftant  intercourfe  with  traders,- became  more  courteous 
and  civil  than  the  reft  of  their  countrymen  *•  And  the  fame 
pbfervation  occurs  in  another  ancient  writer  f }  fo  that  notwith* 
(landmg  the  obfcurity  in  which  this  fubjed  is  involved,  we  have 
|he  deareft  certainty,  that  our  anceftors,  even  in  the  moft  r&- 
9U>te  ages,  knew  the  value  of  their  native  commodities,  and,  u\ 
confequence  of  that  knowledge,  procured  for  theu:  own  ufe 
thofe  of  other  nations ;  and  therefpre  thefe  faAs,  drawn  from 
Creek  and  Latin  writers,  whofe  authorities  alone  will  pafs  fos 
evidence  with  the  critics,  ought  at  lead  to  have  fo  much  weight 
as  to  render  what  is  faid  to  the  fame  purpofe  in  the  Britiih 
hiflory  of  our  intercourfe  with  the  nprthern  nations,  not  eithei;*- 
fo  incredible,  or  ridiculous,  as  fome  would  reprefent  it. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  made,  that  when  the  Romans  had 
fully  fubdued  all  the  fouthem  part  of  this  ifle,  and  had  Introdu-. 

4»1  taighi  have  cited  Stnbo  aUo  in  fupporc  of  what  U  here  advanced.  He  la- 
fbrins  nsi  that  notwichftanding  all  the  precantioni  taken  by  the  Phcrnicianf,  tbU 
navigatioD  could  no(  he  long  concealed  from  the  Romans.  Publius  CraHas  vas 
\h9  firft  of  their  captains  who  viGted  thefe  iflet,  who  foand  the  Inhabictots  vcrj 
CDUch  addiOed  to  peace  and  commerce  by  Tea. 

c  Xacit.  io  Vit.Agric.  f  Dlodor.  Sicul. 

ced 
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ctd  their  euftoms  and  manners  among  the  nsrtives,  thej  muft 
have  made  a  great  change  in  the  &ce  of  affairs,  by  bringing  in 
%  more  elegant  and  famptuons  way  of  living,  which  cofafcqucnt- 
ly  wa«  fafoarabte  to  trade ;  and  we  have  juft  reafons  to  believe, 
Cflufed  abundance  of  good  towns  to  be  erefted  in  places  held 
coRTtfniefit  in  that  refped^.  It  is  the  conje£hire  of  a  moft 
learned  and  judicious  prelate,  that  London,  called  by  the  Ro- 
maas  jtugu/la,  owed  its  rife  to  this^;  but  for  my  part,  I  rather 
believe,  that  it  was  a  fiKtrefs  and  port  too  in  the  time  of  the 
Britons,  and  that  it  was  afterwards  altered,  re-buiU,  and  re* 
peopled  by  the  Romans.  We  may  form  feme  judgment  as  to 
the-fisie  of  towns  in  thofe  days,  by  what  fereral  hiftorians  re- 
hte  of  the  mifcbief  done  here,  and  at  Verulam,  by  the  Britons, 
when  they  enJeaTOured  to  throw  off  the  Roman  yoke  updcr 
Queen  Boadicea.  They  then  deftroyed  both  Verulam  and  Lon« 
dcm,  and  in  thefe  two  places  they  cut  off,  as  one  hiftorian  fays, 
feteaty  thouiand  i,  or,  as  another  affirms,  eighty  thoufand  citi-. 
sens  K  Now,  at  that  time,  it  is  agreed,  that  London  was  not 
to  confiderable  a  place  as  Verulam,  and  befides  the  Roman  ge-p 
neral  had  withdrawn  out  of  London  all  who  were  willing  to 
^uit  the  place ;  {o  that,  as  Tacitus  exprefsly  tells  us,  there  were 
none  left  behind,*  except  fueli  as,  through  age  and  infirmities^ 
were  unable  to  leave  it,  or  fuch  as  were  fo  taken  whh  the  de- 
lights of  it,  that  even  the  approaching  danger  could  nor  in« 
duce  them  to  leave  it  <•  If  therefore,  under  thefe  circumftani 
ces,  fuch  numbers  were  killed  in  two  places  only,  we  muft  con- 
dude  from  thence,  that  the  country,  under  the  obedience  of  the 
Romans,  was  very  populous.  Yet  in  fucceeding  times,  when 
they  were  bleiled  with  a  long  and  general  peace,  the  Roman 
dominion  much  farther  extended,  and  beyond  all  comparifon 
better  fettled,  the  fouthern  parts  of  Britain  muft  have  attained 
to  a  far  more  flouriihing  condition. 

9  See  wbit  oar  learoed  Ctmclen  fkf%  npon  thh  AibjeA,  in  hit  admirtbl^  Bri<» 
Camiia,  fpcaking  of  the  RcMnins  in  firirain. 

^  Biibop  Srillingfleet,  in  his  dircourfe  concerning  the  antiquity  of  London,  In 
the  fecond  ▼olome  of  his  Ecclefiaftical  CaCer. 

1  Tacitus  in  Vit,  Agric.  6ee  alfo  our  excellent  countryman  Mr.  Boltnn*  iq 
his  mod  judicious  and  elegant  work,  eniitled  Nero  Cacf^r.  fc  Dio.  in  XI- 

philio,  p.  i68.     See  alfo  Eutrop.  EpUom.  hid.  Rom.  lib.  vii.  1  It  isobfer- 

fed  by  Tacitus,  that  it  was  the  great  opulence  of  tbe^e  places  which  txpofed 
fh^  to  the  fury  of  the  Britons. 

Wo 
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We  have  very  larges  and  very  accurate  accounts  of  the  fev«* 
ral  colonies  planted,  the  many  fertreflet  raifed»  and  the  diffio&ir 
tion  of  the  great  roadS|  wbich|  with  infinite  diligence,  and  no 
k&  ikiUt  the  Romans  caufed  to  be  raifed  through  all  parts  of 
England*  We  have  very  learned  and  very  curious  diflertatiooa 
upon  their  infcriptions,  coins,  and  other  antiquities,  which  have 
efeipcd  the  (harp  teeth  of  time,  and  have  been  preferved  to  onr 
day ;  all  which  plainly  {hew,  that  they  were  a  very  tngenioiit 
and  polite,  as  well  as  a  great,  a  wife,  and  a  brave  peoi^e^^. 

But  ftill  there  feems  to  be  wanting  a  political  view  of  the  Ro- 
man government  in  Britain,  and  of  its  efie£b,  towards  which, 
as  occaiion  offered,  we  have  given  fome  hints  in  this  chapter; 
but  the  thing  mod  evidently  deferves  to  be  confidered  much 
more  at  large ;  and  if  it  was  attempted  by  any  learned  and  able 
perfon,  it  would  without  qucftion  afford  both  entertainment 
and  inftru^on. 

This  would  be  now  a  much  eaGer  taik  than  in  former  times, 
when  fo  little  was  known  of  thofe  matters,  that  muft  be  previa 
oufly  underftood,  before  any  certain  and  diftinA  notions  can  be 
formed  about  it ;  but  when  thefe  matters  are  tolerably  well  fet# 
tied,  and  when  there  is  no  longer  any  difficylty  of  obtaining  a 
tolerable  view  of  the  (late  of  Britain,  while  it  remained  a  Ro* 
man  province,  it  would  be  much  more  ufeful  to  endeavour  at 
coUe£ting  a  rational  view  of  their  government,  civil  and  milita* 
ry,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  feveral  towns  diftin* 
guifhed  mto  proper  clailes,  the  ftrength  of  their  forces  main* 
tained  here  at  different  times,  the  feveral  improvements  that 
vrere  made  while  they  were  in  poffefEon  of  the  ifland;  for  that 
they  did  make  improvements,  their  hiflorians  affirm,  and  the 
monuments  ftill  remaining  prove ;  all  which  would  contribute 
to  give  the  generality  of  readers  better  ideas  of  the  Roman 
power  and  wifdom,  than  they  are  like  to  attain  from  the  pe* 
rufing  dry  difcourfes,  about  the  difference  of  letters  upon  infcrip- 
tions,  or  the  ufe  of  this  or  that  inftrument  in  facrificcs  *^-  That 
during  the  flouriAiing  ftate  of  the  Roman  empire,  their  provinces 
here  had  a  full  fhare  of  this  profperity,  and  that  the  Britons,  who 

">  See  the  many  dircourfcs  of  oar  fimoiis  antiqaariei,  Gcmdeo,  Solden,  Bur* 
toii»  &c,  but  more  efpecially  Horfeley't  Britannia  Romana. 

A  I  do  not  pretend  to  condemn  thefe  iaqnirieiy  but  only  intimate  Wf  wi(h  they 
vrcn  applied  to  fome  more  material  points. 

lived 
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livfed  in  fubje^lion,  copied  their  manners,  till  they  were  corrupt 
t«d  by  their  luxury ;  which,  with  the  (hare  they  had  frequentljr 
taken  in  the  civil  wars  of  the  empire,  rendered  them  an  eafy 
prey  to  barbarous  invaders,  is  commonly  known,  and  well 
enough  underftood ;  but  as  to  the  particulars  before-mentioned^ 
which  would  enable  us  to  make  a  comparifon  between  the  consi 
dition  of  the  people  in  this  ifland,  then,  and  in  fucceeding  times, 
we  know  very  little,  and  our  want  of  knowledge  in  this  refpe£^^ 
has  been  the  fource  of  a  great  variety  of  errors,  that  one  would 
wilh  to  fee  confuted  and  ezpofed,  as  they  deferve^t 


*  What  gives  me  coocei-n  ic.  to  fee  onr  Writeri  Co  enthufiaftically  fo«d  6f  II^a 
mtiti  power,  aad  fo  onrtitfodably  fevere  Upon  the  ftocJCdt  Britooti 
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CHAP.      11. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  the  Saxons,  from  their  firft  feat- 
ing  themfclTes  in  this  ifland^  to  their  being  fubducd 
by  the  Danes. 

,  Containbg  the  fpace  of  about  500  years. 

WE  have  very  copious  accounts  of  the  ancient  Saxons, 
before  they  tranfported  tfaemfelves  out  of  Germany, 
as  well  in  other  authors  as  their  own  '•  They  defend-* 
ed  themfelvee  againft  the  Romans  with  equal  firmneis  and  fuc- 
cefs,  OKinifefting  the  love  of  liberty,  not  only  by  a  generous  con« 
tempt  of  death  in  the  field,  but  alfo  by  ihidioufly  avoiding  Inxn<« 
ry  in  times  of  peace;  for  which  they  are  defervedly  famous  K 
t>i  the  declenfion  of  the  Romaii  empire,  they  became  noted  for 
their  piracies  at  fea ;  infomucb,  that  the  emperors  were  forced 
to  create  a  new  officer  here  in  Britain,  called  the  Cbunt  of  the 
Saxon  coaft,  purely  to  repel  thdir  invafions^.    In  fucceeding 

*  'Wltichiodof  de  rebai  Saxon.  Tacit,  de  morib.  German.  Sidon.  ApoUloar. 
AfniDian.  MareelUn.  Mft.  lib.  xxviii.  fied.  hill,  ecclef.  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  b  Ta« 
^t.  abi  fupnu    Ammlan.  MarceUin.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  3.  *^  Notic  di^akat. 

oedd.  cap.  ya.    Idsp,  Scaliger  ad  Anfoo.  ISb,  ii.  cap.  C,  k  Guliel.  Camden,  ia 
Briian.  p.  ptf. 

Vox..  L  £  times. 
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times,  they  infefted  the  coafts  of  France  as  well  as  Britaiiii  anj 
began  to  threaten  greater  exploits  than  tKey  had  hitherto  under-- 
taken  <*.  We  muHt^  however,  obferve,  that  they  were  ftyled 
pirates  only  by, their  enemies,  who  felt  the  effc^te  of  their 
arms ;  for,  as  to  them&lves,  they  looked  on  this  courfe  of  life 
as  a  noble  and  neceilary  employment,  fv»r  reafons  which  will 
prefeatly  appear. 

Thie  SaxoB  writers  fiiy,  thtt  thef  were  faivited  into  Britain  by 
King  Vortigern,  in  order  to  afSft  him  againft  the  Scots  and 
Ti{h ;  but  as  we  before  obferved,  the  Britifli  hiftorians  differ 
from  them  In  this  particular,  and  afiert,  Hengift  and  Horfa  land* 
faig  with  their  forces  in  Kent,  King  Vortigern,  who  was  then 
at  Canterbury,  icnt  for  them,  and  recnved  them  into  hts  fer- 
vice,  without  any  previous  invitation.  This  account  is  very  na* 
tural,  and  the  clrcumftances  attending  it  highly  delerve  the  rea- 
der's notice.  As  foo»  as  thfy  w^rc  bfQugbt  before  him,  fays 
my  author^,  he  ca(\  his  eyes  upon  the  two  brothers,  who  ex- 
celled all  thermit  both  in  mbilky  md  gr^cefutaefji  of  pcrfon  ^ 
;uid  having^  taken  a  view  of  the  whole  company,  aiked  them  of 
what  countiy  they  were,  and  what  was  the  occaflon  of  their 
coming  into  his  kingdom  i  To  whom  Hengift  (whofe  years  and 
wifdom  intitUd  V^9k  to  a  precedence),  io  the  naiise  q£  the  red^ 
made  the  following  acfwer :  Moft  noble  king  i  Saxony,  which, 
is  one  of  the  eoun&riea  of  Csomany,  was  the  place  of  our  birth» 
)Qd  the  oecafion  of  our  conung,  w^%  ta  offer  our  fervi^  .to 
you,  or  fome  other  prince..  For  we  wcro  driven  out  of  our 
native  countvy,  fcr  no  other  rca£)tt^  bnl  thai  tlic  eftabliflied 
vfage  of  the  kingdom  rc(|u;ved  it*  It  ia  the  cnftom  o£  that 
phccf  that  when  it  comes  to  be  onerflocked  witK  people,  our 
prihcw  firom  the  pro^ticefr  meet  together,  and  conuDaad  all  the 
youth  ol  the  ksngdom  ca  affemkk  before  Aem ;  then,  eafting 
lota,  they  aiako  choice  of  tkt  ftrongell,  wai  ablcft  of  thetn,  to 
ja  into  foreign  chmates,.  xp  procure  them  %  fobfiftence,  and  free 
ihcir  native  country  irom%.  liiperftHous  mohitudo  of  people. 
Our  region,  therefore,  of  late  being  actually  overdocked,  our 
princes  met ;  and^  after  Iota  call,  made  choice  of  the  youth 

d  Etfie]^iKcr4.  bid.  Ub.  i.  Henric.  HnntUi|d.  Hb.  U.3vlon.  A^Mll'viur.  Hb^vUi. 
Kptft,  la.  Numantiam.  «  Hid.  Briun.  lib.  vi.tap.  la.     Vie.  hift.  lib.  Tiii, 

tbron.  Ssxon.  ad  A.  D.  443, 

which 
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which  yoa  fee  in  fowr  prefence)  md  hkte  oMigCd  W  to  6bef 
%ho  cutefti  dMt  had  bee»  eftftbliflkcd  of  old.  Atid  uS  two  bf««» 
then,  Hengift  and  Horfa,  they  made  generals  over  theffi,  otft 
of  tcS^eet  to  oar  an^efton  who  enjoyed  the  f^mt  hottotif .  In 
obeda«nce>  therefore^  to  lawg  fd  l6ng  held  facfedi  y/tt  put  Oift 
i^fea,  and,  oodcr  the  hapfvy  ^danee  ^  (Wodcs)  Meitury^ 
faato  trrWed  ki  your  Icingdom. 

The  SmtM  Miiab  ac1inowkd^»  that  H eDg9k  and  Hotfi 
^am^trith  no  more  than  three  (hips^  bnt  that  the  fertility  df 
the  BritiOi  foil,  and  the  vices  of  the  inhabitants  hiduced  them 
to  think  of  fencing  for  mo^e  of  their  eotmtfymeft,  in  hopes  of 
featlng  themfdves  here  f  •  Another  of  their  htftoriant  gives  iViR 
afairar  and  f illler  acconnt  of  this  matter.  The  Batons,  fayi 
hcy  made  for  fome  time  a  dtil  tetmn  to  the  Britons  fck  their 
frieodfiitp;  but  by  degrees,  pcnccivittg  the  country  to  be  of  a 
large  extent,  the  foil  fruitful,  and  the  inhabitants  !itde  iricllned 
to  feats  of  arms  j  cmifidering  further,  that  themfelvts  and  ma- 
ny of  fhefr  broclireA  were  dellitutc  of  fettled  tabhatiorts,  they 
began  to  fittd  fault  with  their  pay,  to  m«rmur  at  the  quantity  c( 
profifions  thsrt  were  fiimf/hed  them ;  and,  daily  increafihg  their 
ntttnbefs,  thfcy  at  laft,  on  thefe  fritoloos  pi^cntcS,  made  peace 
with  the  Scots  and  PiAs^  and,  in  conjunflion  with  them,  turn* 
ed  theh*  arms  tipoti  f^e  tUfhappy  Britons  >.  In  trrder  Pa  have  t 
jttft  notion  of  thia  matter,  the  reader  muft  be  informed,  that 
<wo  Satdn  chttd^  Ocha  and  Ebi^Ta,  with  forty  ftout  ihips,  had 
Wafted  the  Orkneys,  and  afterwards  fcated  thcmfelvcs  and  theif 
fMlo#er8lii  the  weftem  tfles  and  coafts  of  Scotland,  which,  on 
the  Ini^attonof  Hengift,  they  quitted,  toftiare  in  his  rifing 
fortunes*.  Though  moft  of  our  writers  call  thefe  invaders  by 
the  common  name  of  Saxons  ;  yet,  in  truth,  there  were  three 
German  nations,  whence  iffued  thofefwatAS  of  foreigners,  who 
fi<yw  took  poflUBon  of  tbis  ifland,  <fit.  the  Saxons,  Angles, 
and  Jutes,  The  Saxons  ercfted  here  thfec  principalities,  ^. 
the  eaft,  fbuth,  and  weft  Saxons,  The  Angles  were,  for  fomt 
time^  diftingoifhed  Into  taft-Angles,  Mid-Angles,  Mercians^ 
and  Northumbrians^  As  for  the  Jutes,  they  fettled  in  Kent, 
and  in  the  Ifte  of  Wight  }   and,  in  this  laft-mcntioncd  plaoct 

f  Chron.  SaxoD.  ad  A.  O.  449.  S  Wirichindos  de  rebtif  Sizon.  lib,  is. 

mp'  A.    ¥U.  hift,  lib,  m  b  Neojiios  hift.  Britan, 

E  i  their 
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^dr  pofterity  remaiQed  fo  long  unmixedi  thit,  fevcval  sigei 
after,  the  wi^it  Sa:!wnsi  c^Ue4  the  inhabitimU  of  that  -i&and 
JutcsU 

For  ibme  confiderable  fpace  from  their  iGrft  fettkment,  they 
^C0iirage4  frcih  fupplies,  apd  ;ibnittifnes  whole-  colonies  to 
cojx^  over ;  but,  after  they  had  iecurcd  their  poficCSons,  and 
fixed  their  refpe^ve  principalities^  they  turned  their  viewa  en-t 
firely  to  the  care  of  things  at  bcfmei  and  very  imprudently  con- 
^uded,  that  keeping  up  great  armies  would  iecure  them  firom 
foreign  invafiou.  It  wais  near  three  hundred  years  before  they 
became  abfohite  ]ords  of  that  part  of  the  ifl9n4>.  which  they 
CaUed  England  H  ;  and  in  this  fpace,  one  Sa^on  prince  or  other 
entertaining  all  new  comers  in  bis  fervice,  wifh  a  view  of  de*» 
fending  his  own  dominions,  or  encroaching  on  thofe  of  hi$ 
neighbours,  there  were  few  rovers  on  the  coaft.  £fut  in  pro-e 
cefi  of  time,  the  Saxons  changed  ^beir  policy,  aind^  by  ftudy-r 
Ing  to  \epp  the  ifbnd  to  themfelves,  created  ^  greater  miichief 
than  tl^at  which  they  ei^de^voured  to  avo^  $  for,  white  they  re-^ 
ceired  and  employed  foreigners  in  their  wars,  theif  intefline  di^ 
Tifions  did  ^ot  depopulate  their  kingdoms  POC  ^vii  balancing 
the  other.  Tet,  now,  the  confequ^nce  of  this  management^ 
and  their  altering  thei^  conduct,  brought  upon  them  a  greater 
mifchief  i  for  it  dxiew  over  fuch  (hoals  of  ftrangers  in  hopes  of 
employment  and  iettlemept,  t^at  the  Saxons,  in  their  own  dcr 
fence,  were  obliged  to  fqrtify  their  coaft.  Though  they  had 
the  example  of  the  Britons  before  them,  they  fufiered  them-r 
felves  to  be  diftreQed  for  want  of  a  naval  ftrength  *,  not  ha« 
Ting  learned,  as  yet,  that  unerring  maxim  in  policy,  That  power 
p  heft  prefcryed  by  the  ufe  q;f  thofe  means  by  whi^h  ic  was  ob« 
tained. 

In  one  thin^,  they  either  followed  the  old  Britifli  model,  or 
brought  the  like  cuftom  with  them  from  Germany,  viz.  allow* 
ing  a  pre-eminence  to  one  of  their  princes,  who,  while  the  reft 
govenied  only  within  their  refpedUve  dominions,  had  the  fupe- 
riorlty  over  ^he  whole}  and  thence,  by  way  of  diilindiion^  was 

I  Chronicoa.  Saxon,  p.  ri,  73.  Gul.  Malmeib.  de  geflis  reg.  Angl.  lib.  i. 
«»>.  V.  Hentie»H«iftttngdon.  hift.  ))b.  ii.  Vit^  bift.  lib,  vHi.  k  Chronicon. 
Sa^n.  ftd  Aiui.  pom.  743* 
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(lyled  King  ef  the  EngUQimen^.  This  office^  in  ibme  fort,  re^ 
fembled  that  of  a  di£iator>  and,  like  it,  was  ibnaetiines  vSebi^ 
fometimes  detrimentaU  and  at  laft  fatal  t^the  people^  Offii, 
the  eleventh  king  of  the  Mercians,  having  attained  tbitdigiyiyi 
began  to  ihew  a  difpofitibn'  of  niling  ablblately  over  hk- neigh* 
bonrs  ;  for  which  be  was  better  qualified  than  any  of  his  pne^ 
deceffitfs,  haviag  parts,  as  wall  as  power,  Superior  to  aaoft  of 
his  contemporaries  «>.  His  ambitioa,  however,  naited  tbe  Bri* 
ti£h  princes  in  Wsdesv  and  tbe  5aiOQ  kipgs  in  Engbod,  inan 
alliance  againft  him ;  but  be  baffled. theirnotied  force,  tismuck 
by  his  wifdom  as  by  the  ffarcngth  and  foccefs  of  hja  arms.  To 
fecure  himfelfagaiiift the. incurfions of  thr Britons,  hethrewnp 
^  ftrong  entrenchment,  wbicb  began-near  the  mouth  of  the  ri* 
ycr  Dee^  and,  running  aloBg  the  momttains,  ended  at  the  &II 
of  the  Wye,  nearBriflbl.'  Tbiaftnpendons:work  the  Britons 
called,  in  their  own  language,  Clawdh  Offa^  and '  the  xemaioa 
pf  it  are  ftill  known  by  the  namenf  Offi^s  ditch  ^)  and  having 
ihns  iecured  bimfelf  on  this  £de»  he  curved  bis  foixes.againft 
bis  Saxon  neighbours.  Tbey^:  in,  their  diftreft,  applied  tkem« 
(elves  to  Charles  thefreat,  king  of 'France,  for  protedUon^ 
who  wrote  letters,  in  a  high  iljrk  to  Offii,iieEhoning,  or  ratber 
fonuna^dipg  him  to  defift  from  bis  enterprizi^.  But  thcfe,  in« 
{lead  of  producing  the -dc£red  effefb,  ehgagcd  that  magnanU 
moos  prince  to  turn  his  thou^ts  on  the  prdper  means  of  feco« 
ring  his'dominions  frpm  foreign  attempts,  which  he  foon  iaw 
fould  no  other  way  be  done,  than  6y  Jeeeping  up  a  navol  force. 
|ie  therefore  applied  himfelf  to  tbe  raiiing  z  confideraUe  fleet ; 
which  rendered  him  fo  formidable,  that  Charles,  who  was  aU 
-  ready  very  powerful,  and  who  became  afterwards  emperor^  and 
in  a  manner  lord  pf  the  continent,  was  glad  to  embrace  hi9 
friendihip ;  and  accordingfly^ah  alliance  was  negotiated  between 
them  by  Alcuinus,  or  A^binu^,  a  perfondiftihguifhed  forhi^ 
great  learning,  aqd  other  aecompliihments,  of  which  we  have 
pill  remaining  many,  authentic  teftimonies  ^.  This  ftep  procu- 
red Oifaboth  peace  and  reputation  duribg  the  remainder  of  his 

I  Stt  Speed's  Chronicle,  In  bi«  accoaot  of  the  Stioo.  goVernmetit.      m  A.  D. 
755-  *  GulieliD.  Malme/b.  de  geftU  reg.  AnaU  lib.  ii.    Ethelwefd. 

Chronic.  lib.  ii.  cap.  19.     Roger  H6vend.  p.  409.  ^Goiicln.  MaliMlb* 

^  geflU  reg.  Angl.  lib.  i.  cap.  5.    Alcnio.  oper.  in  epid.  p.  1659.  , 

lifej 
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life^  fo  that,  in  ipite  of  the. efforts  of  his  toefnfefl,  lid  died 
ilttieti^^  after  a  glorious  feigQ  of  thiriy^'iiinfe  years  ^  lei^g  to 
Ilia  fiicccObrs  this  ufefuikflbiii  That  he  who  will  be  fectxre  oit 
land,  muft  be  foprtsie  at  fta  ^« 

It  mmSt  be.obfervcd^  that  it  was  ninkr  the  reign  of  this  prtotctt 
that  the  Danea  firft  fat  Ibot  in  Ex^\knd%  and,  if  they  bad  aU 
Ways  fliet  with  foch  a  reception  as  they  then  did,  they  had  very 
probaUjr  abandoned  aU  hopes  of  fixing  here;  ior  they  wer^ 
nmaediatcty  forcod  to  pot  e»  fea,  andibine  of  them  were  flain^ 
A  little  after  hia  deaehf  Aey  hqpn  to  il^feft  the  coaft  of  Nor* 
thumberlandi  where  they  did  incredible  mifchicf ;  fpreadin^ 
tlieaielves  over  the  country  like  lociifts;  and  when  they  had 
eaten  up  all  they  could  meet  with»'  where  they  iirft  tanded« 
hoifted  fidl  for  fome  new  place*  it  happened  anforttfnatetyt 
that  the  remaiAa  of  the  Britoaa  had  ftHI  lb  inveterate  a  hatred 
a^ainft  the  Saxons,  that,  inftead  of  joining,  with  them  to  re- 
press thefis  new  unradersr  which  was  certainly  their  intcreft, 
they,  on  the  conorary^affifted  ^bem  againft  their  old  oppreffers. 
Ecgfaryht,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  having  raifed  btrnfelf  to 
the  foTerei,gBty  of  England,  equipped  fii  fleet,  and  defeated  a 
Daniih  iquadron  of  chii^y^five  fiiips^  at  Qiarmouth,  In  Dorfet^ii 
flure,  with  prodi^oin  flanghter }  yet  this- did  Hot  hinder  th^iti 
two  years  after,  ftpm  landing  with  a  vaft  force  in  Wales,  wikenes 
they  were  joinod  by  their  confederates-  the  A^itons.  King 
Ecgbryht  ^pofed  them,,  both  with  a  fleet  and  army,  and 
though  he  was  not  able  to  dp  ntuch  by  Tea,  yet^  coming  tb  a 
geneeal  engagement  on  fliore,  be  broke  emirely  the  enemy, 
compelling  the  Britons  to  fly  to  the  moumain?,  and  the  Dartes 
fo  thm  fliips  *•  This  kind  of  war  was  long  contiiiued,  amf 
exceedingly  weakened  the  Saxons.  Thirir  authentic  ehriorticle 
lAforma  us,  that  King  £chelfhin,.ki  the  fife-time  of  hh  father, 
commanded  the  Oritidi  fleet,  and^  off*  Sandwich,  defeated  the 
Danes  in  a  Uoody  battle,  taking  tsime  of  their  fhlps,  and  ob« 
ligii^  the  reft  to  idnre  the  coaft-,  yet,  ibon  After,  they  rttoYn^d 
witli  (faar«e  hundred  and  fifty  iail ;  wA  landing,  took  Canter- 
bury, and  other  places  j  and  afterwards  London  ^     From  this 

-P  A.  D.  tps*  ^  Clircmicon.  StJton.  p,  6s.  '  Ibi4.  ad  Ann. 

t>oa.  7»?.  •  Ibid,  ad  Ann.  Dom,  833,  835.  t  Jbld.  ad  Ann,  Dom. 
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time  forward,  the  Sas^ons  in  a  manner  abandoned  all  thotighta 
of  naval  aflfairs,  and  fooght  only  how  to  fortify  their  cities,  and 
dcfjpad  themfetves  as  wcdl  as  they  could  againft  their  barbaroui 
enemies,  after  they  weve  landed.  This  was  a  fatal  miftake  \ 
for,  by  thus  permitting  the  enemy  to  land  without  interrnptlon^ 
fmall  bodies  of  Danes,  whom  they  nugbt  eafily  have  cut  ofF^ 
had  they  attacked  them  ieparatcly,  Ufiited  tbemfelves  into  irre* 
fifttble  armies  ^  and,  being  by  degrees  accuftomed  to  conqueft, 
and  driving  the  inhabitants  from  the  coafts,  they  at  laft  thought 
of  fettling,  and  behig  themfelves  eqsatty  proud  and  laay,  mskde 
a  kind  of  fiaves  of  the  country  people,  oUigtng  them  to  plow^ 
fow,  and  reap  for  them  as  tbeir  oaafters. 

Such  was  the  (itaation  of  things,  during  the  reigns  of  EtheU 
wolf,  Ethelbert,  andEthelred;  £»  that  when  Alfred,  or  EU 
{rod,  came  to  the  throne^  he  had,  properly  fpeaking^  a  king-^ 
dom  without  fubjeAs.  The  coimtry  was  deAroyed  ^  all  the  ci* 
ties  amd  great  towns  demoliflied,  and  the  people  worn  out  by 
continual  fatigue,  having  been  fomettmes  compelled  to  fight  nine 
or  ten  battles  in  a  year*  In  (bort,  their  weakh,  their  (brength,. 
their  fpirils  were  eahaufted  ^  and,  inftead  of  attempting  to  de- 
fend themfelves  as  they  were  wont,  they  began  every  where  to 
fubmit  to  the  Danes,  and  to  embrace  rather  a  iettled  fiavery^ 
than  a  precarious  freedom,  in  a  country  now  become  a  dcfert, 
and  where  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  find  fubfiflrence,  even 
when  for  a  fmall  time  releafed  from  the  fear  of  enemies.  The 
king,  ttioogh  in  this  low  condition,  did  not  defpafr  of  the  pub* 
lie  iafery }  but  with  equal  vigour  and  prudence  applied  hinifetf 
at  once  to  the  management  of  the  war,  and  to  the  condu£t  of 
public  affiurs)  fo  that,  in  a  ffaort  time,  encouraged  by  his  ex- 
ample, the  Saxons  began  to  refume  tbeir  fpirhs,  and  in  many 
battles  defeated  the  Danes,  compelling  them,  as  often  as  it  was 
in  thdr  power,  to  quit  the  country ;  and,  when  they  found  this 
impraAieahle,  permitting  them  to  live  amongfl  them  upon  rea- 
fonaMe  oooditions,  and  in  a  regislar  way  *^. 

«  A.  D.  871.  "*  AJOkr.  MaicvcR.  in  viz.  Alfixd.  Mag.  MaloieOx 

de  fcfiU  rc^  AngL  lU).  ij.  cap.  v  Hcnnc.  Jluntingdon.  U'xR,  lib.  v.  p.  3^4^ 
Ro^er  Hovcd,  p.  41(5.  EchcivierJ!  Chronijoa.  Rb.  iv.  cip.  3,  Chronicon. 
Saso/r.  p.  9s. 
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.  There  were  two  niaxino?  which  thfc  king  fteadily  purfue^,  atid 
thereby  extricated  himfclf  from  his  troubiesi  The  firft  was^ 
fighting  the  eoemy»  if  pofliblei  at  fea  |  of  which  we  haire  fre- 
quant  inftances  in  the  Saxon  chronicle^  and  almoft  always  with 
advantage ;  by  the  ileady  purfuit  of  which  method  he  had  cpn^ 
itantly  a  fieet|  and  coniiderable  numbers  of  experienced  Tailors. 
But,  as  it  was  impo0ible  to  guard  all  the  coafts  of  his  domi^^ 
nions ;  and,  as  the  enemies  fquadrons  were  frequently  fuperior 
to  his  own,  he  was  fometimes  obliged  to  fight  on  (hore  }  and^ 
in  this  cafe,  be  likewife  ufed  all  imaginable  expedition,  that  the 
enemy  might  not  have  time,  either  to  gain  intelligence,  or  to  get 
refrefhment.  His  other  ma!kim  was,  to.  have  always  in  his  court 
the  ableft  men,  not  only  in  the  fciences,  but  alfo  in  the  arts } 
and  to  converfe  with  them  frequently  and  familiarly.  By  this 
means  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  many  things,  by  a  compa-^ 
rifon  of  informations,  of  which  even  thofe  firom  whom  he 
learned  them  were  ignorant  s  and  by  \m  fuperior  judgment,  fo 
adapted  the  intelligence  he. received,  as  to  render  his  fmall 
force  fuccefsful,  both  at  fea  and  land,  againil  hia  numerous 
enemies. 

In  maritime  affairs  he  was  particularly  ikilful;  and,  as  we 
have  authentic  memoirs  of  his  reign,  one  cannot,  but  be  amazed 
at  the  fagacity  be  difcovered  in  providing  a  kind  of  fhips  of  a 
new  conilruftion,  devifed  by  himfelf ;  which  gave  him  infinite 
advantages  over  people  continually  praAifed  in  naval  arma* 
ments,  and  whofe  experience,  therefore,  ought  to  have  render*^ 
ed  them  his  fuperiors  in  navigation.  He  cotifidered  with  him^ 
felf,  that  as  the  fleets  of  thefe  invaders  were  frequently  built 
in  a  hunry,  haftily  drawn  together,  meanly  provided,  in  TcfpeSt 
to  vi£luals  and  rigging,  and  crowded  with  men^  a  few  fhips  of 
a  larger  fize,  built  in  a  new  manner,  of  well  feafolied  mate* 
rials,  thoroughly  fupplied  with  ammunition  and  provifion,  and 
manned  by  expert  feamen,  muft  at  firft  fight  furprife ;  and^  in 
the  courfe  of  an  engagement,  deftroy  numbers  without  any 
great  hazard  to  themfelves.  In  purfuance  of  this  project,  he 
caufed  a  certain  number  of  fhips  to  be  built,  capable  of  hokU 
Ing,  each,  fixty  rowers,  and  as  in  that,  double  in  all  other  re- 
fpeds  to  the  largeft  fhips  then  in  ufe.  Thefe  he  fent  to  fea» 
with  an  exprefs  prohibitionj  not  either  to  receive  or  give  quar- 
ter; 
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tcr;  fcut  to  put  to  death  all  who  fell  into  their  power*.  In- 
ftra£iions  pcrfcQIy  fuitcd  to  the  dcfign  on  which  thefe  (hipa 
were  fitted  out,  and  to  the  circumftances  the  king's  a£fairs  then 
were  in.  In  faying  this,  we  only  copy  ancient  authors,  who  arc 
loud  in  the  praifes  of  Alfred,  and  take  abundance  of  pains  to 
pofTefi  their  readers  with  high  ideas  of  hb  wifdom,  courage, 
and  other  virtues.  But  it  will  perhaps  be  more  fatisfaflory,  the 
nature  of  this  work  efpecially  confidered,  to  examine  this  mat- 
ter a  little  more  clofely,  and  thereby  convince  fuch  as  wi& 
pay  a  proper  attention,  that  things  were  really  as  thefe  writers 
have  dated  them,  and  that  there  was  (bmcthing  truly  ufcful, 
and  at  the  fame  time  very  extraordinary,  in  his  invention ; 
which,  as  we  have  (hewn,  was  intirely  due  to  his  fagacity  and 
penetration. 

The  learned  Sir  John  Spelman,  who  wrote  an  accurate  life 
of  this  famous  prince,  feems  to  be  in  much  uncertainty  on  this 
fubjeft  :  he  is  not  able  to  determine,  whether  they  were  fliips 
or  galHes ;  nor  can  he  well  reconcile  the  height  of  the  veflcls 
to  the  number  of  rowers ;  but  after  having  intimated  many 
doubts,  and  cleared  none  of  them,  he  leaves  the  reader  in  that 
perplexity  into  which  he  brought  himy.  In  the  firft  place, 
then,  it  appears  from  j^ood  authority  that  they  were  gallies  $ 
which  takes  away  all  difficulty  about  the  rowers,  fincc  in  thp 
Mediterranean  thefe  fort  of  veflcls  are  common,  becaufe  they 
arc  convenient ;  for  the  fame  reafon  which  inclined  King  Al- 
^ed  to  make  ufc  of  them,'  the  facility  of  running  with  them 
dofc  vnder  fhore,  or  up  into  creeks.  That  they  might  be 
longer,  higher,  and  yet  fwifter,  than  the  vcffels  in  common  ufc, 
in  a  duplicate  proportion,  which  is  the  true  fenfe  of  what  an- 
•eient  writers  fay  of  them,  may  be  eafily  conceived ;  and  thence 
their  great  utility  arofe.  We  have  feen  that,  in  point  of  num- 
bers, the  king  had  no  hope  of  equalling  his  enemies ;  by  this 
contrivance  he  removed  that  difficulty  which  feemed  otherwife 
infuperable:  for,  with  a  fquadron  of  thefe  flilps,  he  was  not 
afraid  of  attacking  twice  or  thrice  the  fame  number  of  the  ene- 
mjy  becaufe  the  force  of  his  (hips  rendered  thefe  on  board 

X  ChrcNiic.  SfZOB.  p.  pS.     Henric.  Huotingd.  hiflor.  lib.  y.     Gul.  Malmcfb. 
de  gcfk'u  rcunm  Aoglorum,  lib.  ii.  cap.  4.    Rog.  IIoTc4eQf  p.  4»o. 
7  Life  of  King  Alfred  the  Great,  p.  150,  151. 
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jhtm  able  to  deal  with  ik  max)^  as  fhcy  couM  grapple  with  i 
^nd,  IB  cafe  of  the  eqemy's  having  either  the  weather-gage  or 
(qme  other  siccideqtal  advaptagei  their  fwiftn^fs  enabled  them  tp 
\fiZB  away;  a8|  on  the  other  hand»  the  ports  were  all  their 
pwot  As  to  their  inftrufkions,  we  cannot  call  them  erueij^  be* 
Caufe^  wh^ftever  their  enemies  might  think  of  themfelves,  they 
were  certainly  efteemed  by  the  Saxons,  and  with  good  reafon* 
enemies  to  mankind;  incapable,  as  experience  had  cop?incc4 
ihem,  of  keeping  faith,  and  therefore  altogether  unworthy  of 
mercy,  On  the  other  hand»  this  fcverity  was  neceflary  for  two 
Feafons :  firft,  in  refpc£l  to  fclf-defence,  Thefe  fhjps,  though 
Urge  in  coroparifon  of  other  veflels,  were,  howeyerj  not  large 
enough  to  contain  prifoners  with  any  fafety ;  for  we  cannot  apr 
prehend  that  they  carried,  excluiive  of  rowerSi  above  a  hun^ 
llred  and  twenty  men,  if  fo  many.  Secondly,  it  was  prudent 
for  example  fake>  in  order  to  i^rike  a  terror  into  thefe  rovers, 
that  they  might  be  thereby  hindered  from  infefting  this  liland, 
and  inclined  pther  to  profecute  their  defigns  on  fome  othef^ 
coai^.  Add  to  all  this  another  circumflance,  preferved  to  us  ia 
the  Saxon  chroniclci  and  ^fred's  wifdom  will  from  thence  mo^ 
iocqnteftibly  appear,  Thefe  gallics  were  built  after  quite  anot 
f her  model  than  FriGan  Of  Danifli  fhips  *  :  fo  that  they  were 
wholly  ftrange  to  the  enemy,  who  for  a  long  time  knew  not 
how  to  board  them|  though  their  courage  might  be  great^  and 
themfelves,  for  the  age  in  which  they  lived|  able  feamen. 

But  it  is  Aow  time  to  defcend  to  fa£ks,  of  which  fome  arereri 
well  worth  the  reador^s  notice'.  The  fame  year  that  a  few  of 
thefe  flaps  were  firfl:  built  \  fix  pirates  of  an  unufual  hignels 
infeftcd  the  Ifle  of  Wight  ^nd  the  coafts  of  Devonfliire,  The 
Jcing  immediately  ordered  nine  pf  his  new  veflels  in  qucft  of 
them,  with  inftru£lions  to  get,  if  poffible,  between  them  an4 
^he  fliore.  Three  of  the  pirates,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  them| 
fan  a-ground,  but  the  other  three  ftood  out  to  fea,  and  boldljr 
engaged  the  king's  fliips.  Of  thefe,  two  were  taken,  and  all 
the  men  killed :  the  third  indeed  efcaped,  but  with  five  men 
only.    Tl^ey  tl^ea  attacked  the  £hips  nf hich  rai^  arground,  an4 

«  GbroDic.  Siavon.  A.  D.  897.  «  Heiiric.  Huntingd.  fajft.  iot.foift. 

poft  Bedam.  p.  350,  351.    Rog.  Hovcdeq.  p.  410,  4x1.    Cbron.  Saxon,  p.  p8» 
^{irop.  Jmo.  Bromptop^  uit.  x.  hillor.  ad  A.  D.  8<^7.  b  A.  D.  897. 
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)[Ated  ^  gfeat  namber  of  men.  At  length  the  tide  toc>k  tHefii 
tiffi  bnt  in  fo  battered  and  leaky  a  condition,  that  ii  was  wit^i 
much  difficulty  they  reached  the  coaft  of  the  fonth  Sanons^ 
^]i«re)  again  running  on  ihore  two  of  their  vedels,  the  meti  em 
4^vt>bredtoef£ape>  but  were  taken,  and  cari*ied  to  Winehefter^ 
and  there,  by  order  of  the  king,  were  hanged^  Thfc  thitd  vcf^ 
fcl,  though  the  men  in  her  were  grievouily  woonded^  efcapcd  } 
iiiid,  in  this  fingle  year,  not  le&  than  twenty  Ihips^  with  all  tb^ 
f6en  on  board  them,  were  deftroyed  od  the  fonth  ceaft  only  ; 
%rhlch  fufficiently  demonftrates^  what  mighty  advantages  wei-e 
derived  from  this  happy  invention  of  the  king.  If  the  reader 
ihoukl  in<juirc  how  this  fupcriority  at  fea  was  loft,  wt  muft  ob- 
fcrve,  that  it  was  very  laic  in  Ae  kitig*s  life  before  his  expcri^ 
tace  furniihed  him  with  light  fuiScient  fyf  this  noble  defign, 
t»hith  very  probably  bis  rucceflbrs  wanted  (kill  to  i^rofecute^ 
though,  as  will  be  hereafter  fcen,  they  were  moved  by  his  ex- 
atApIe  to  make  great  efforts  for  preferving  their  territories  oit 
fhorei  by  maintaining  the  fovereignty  of  the  feav 

Though  this  care  of  his  own  fleet  was  very  eommeftdablei 
yet  the  concern  he  (hewed  for  the  improvement  of  ilavigatbii^ 
the  extending  the  commerce  of  his  fubjeits,  and  the  difcover-* 
ing  and  defcribing  farMliftant  countries,  deferves  ftill  highei^ 
fommendation,  becaufe  the  firft  might  be,  in  fome  meafure, 
ifcfibed  to  neceflity,  and  ended  only  in  the  good  of  his  own 
kingdom  \  whereas  the  latter  was  inconteftibly  the  fruit  of  aii 
lieroic  genius,  and  might  have  been  of  ufe  to  all  the  nations  of 
Eiirope<  It  was  in  order  to  farther  thefe  views,  that  he  kept 
conftantly  in  his  court,  at  a  very  great  expence,  the  moft  emi« 
nent  men,  for  worth  and  knowledge,  of  all  nations,  fuch  as^ 
Cduls,  Franks,  Germans,  Friforis,  Armoric  Tritons,  be&des  the* 
inhabitants  of  every  corner  of  the  Britifti  iflcs  5  of  whom  he  in** 
quired,  and  from  whom  he  learned  whatever  was  known  in 
thofe  days,  which  the  fcquel  will  prove,  was  more  ihan  any  of 
the  modems  imagine.  Two  inftances  have  been  tranfmittetJ, 
with  authentic  circumftances,  from  his  time  to  ours.  The  firft, 
bis  fending  certain  perfons  to  dikover  the  utm6ft  extent  df  the 
Arflic  regions,  and  the  poffibility  of  a  paflage  on  that  (ide  to 
the  north-eaft.  The  other,  his  corrcfpondcnce  with  the  In- 
dies.   Fa£ts  fo  extraordinary  in  themfelresi  of  fuch  high  im« 

F  a  portance 
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portancc  in  rcfpcft  ^o  the  fubjcft  of  xvliich  this  work  treats,  toA 
hitherto  left  in  fuch  obfcurity  by  thofe  who  ougfit  to  have 
given  us  a  better  account  of  them,  that  I  prefume  my  dwelluig 
upon  them  will  be  confidered  rather  as  a  juft  tribute  to  Alfred's 
glorious  memory,  and  to  the  honour  of  this  nation,  than  as  a 
tedious  or  unneceflary  digrciEon. 

Sir  John  Spelcnan,  who,  as  I  before  oMerved,  conCdering 
the  time  in  which  he  wrote,  hath  left  us  an  excellent  hiftory  of 
this  monarch,  <ells  us  <^,  that  he  had  been  inforn^d,  there  was 
in  the  Cotton  library  a  memorial  of  a  voyage  of  one  Ofther  a 
Dane,  performed,  by  this  king's  procurement,,  for  the  difcovery 
of  a«north-eaft  paiTage.  This  paper,  he  fays,  he  could  never 
fee  ;  but  he  judged,  and  I  think  wick  reafon,  that  it  contained 
nothing  more  than  the  relation  of  that  voyage,  printed  In  the 
collections  of  Hakluyt'  and  Purchas,  which  are  in  every  body's 
hands ;  and,  if  there  had  been  no  better  account  of  tbe  matter, 
even  that  would  have  delerved  much  attention.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  much  more  perfeA  copy  of  this  relation  inferted  in  the 
^xon  verfion  of  Orofius,  made  by  King  Alfred  himfelf  <*, 
whereby  it  appears,  that  Ohthcr,  for  fo  he  is  called  in  this  au- 
thentic manufcript,  was  a  native  of  Halgoland^  which  lies  in  66^ 
of  north  latitude }  a  man  of  great  fubftance,  of  more  than  or- 
dinary Ikill  in  navigation,  and  perfed^Iy  acquainted  with  the 
commerce  of  the  north.  He  furveyed  the  coafts  of  Norway  and 
Lapland  by  the  direftion  of  King  Alfred,  and  prefented  him  not 
only  with  a  clear  defcription  of  thofe  countries  and  their  inhabi- 
tants, but  alfo  brought  him  fome  of  the  horfe^whale's  teeth, 
which  were  then  eftecmed  more  valuable  than  ivory,  and  gave 
him  a  good  account  of  the  whale-fifhing.  This  probably  encou- 
raged the  king  to  fend  Wulfftan,  an  Englilhman,  to  view  thcfc 
l^orthern  countries,  t}f  which  he  alfo  gave  him  a  relation.  Both 
thefe  narratives  are  written  with  fuch  accuracy  in  point  of  geo- 
graphy, fo  much  pUinnefs  and  probability  in  refpe&  to  f^ifts,  and 
are  intermixed  with  fuch  ju(t  and  prudent  obfervations,  that 


«  Lift  of  Ring  Alfred  tb«  Oreat,  p*  tst. 

4  Thtre  is  a  fut  copy  of  cbis  among  JoniaVs  MSS.  in  ihe  Bo<tlekii  librarr. 
The  narrative  here  mentioned,  together  with  a  Latin  tranflacion  of  the  Saxon 
orifinal,  is  inferted  in  the  appendix  to  the  Latin  verfion  of  S*r  John  Spelmau  s 
1U#  Of  Alfred*  piihliibcd  by  Walker,  %bcac<  thefe  ft^t  are  taken. 

whoever 


PfTHsSAXONS^  H; 

whoever  (hall  take  the  trouble  of  comparing  them  with  what  the 
femous  Olaus  Magnus^  archbilhop  of  Upfal,  wrote  many  hun* 
dred  years  afterwards  of  the  fame  countries '»  will  Aand  ama<^ 
zed,  and  readily  confcfs^  that  the  age  of  Alfred  was  an  age  of 
gpod  fenfe,  and  far  fuperior  iu  knowledge  to  thofc  which  fuc-* 
ceeded  it,  there  being  nothing  of  fable  or  improbability  in  what 
Ohther  or  Wulfftan  deliver,  but  all  exactly  conformable  to 
what  the  difcoveries  of  the  laft  and  prefent  age  have  taught  us. 
Hen^e  I  muft  beg  leave  to  infer,  that  what  we  read  of  fleets 
lent  fo  far  north  by  the  Britons,  is  far  from  being  fo  incredible 
as  ibme  critics  would  make  us  believe ;  for  we  can  hardly  ima* 
gine,  that  Alfred  (hould  ever  think  of  fuch  an  expeditions 
without  fome  previous  informations  ;  and  that  he  might  have 
thefe  from  the  Britons  will  appear  very  probable,  if  we  confider 
what  is  related  in  their  hiftories,  and  that  AfTer  of  St.  David's, 
a  learned  Briton,  was  one  of  this  king's  moft  intimate  friends, 
and  wrote  the  memoirs  of  his  reign  f,  addrefled  to  hlmfelf, 
which  are  yet  extant. 

As  to  the  Indian  voyage,  it  was  occaConed  chiefly  by  the 
king's  charity,  who,  hearing  of  the  di(lre&  of  the  Chriftians  of 
St.  Thomas,  refolved  to  fend  them  relief.  The  perfon  he  made 
choice  of  was  one  Suithelm,  called  in  Latin  Sigelmus^  a  pricft, 
who  honeftly  executed  his  commiilion,  and  was  fo  fortunate  a* 
to  return  back,  bringing  with  him  an  immenfe  treafurc  of  India 
goods,  and  amongft  them  precious  ftones,  perfumes,  and  other 
curiofities,  of  which  the  king  made  prefents  to  foreign  princes : 
as  the  reward  of  fo  acceptable  a  fervice,  Sigelmus  was  made 
bi&op  of  Sherburn )  and  William  of  Malmefbury,  in  his  pon- 
tifical hiftory,  gives  us  a  di(lin£t  account  of  this  voyage,  and  tells 
us,  it  not  only  ftruck  with  wonder  fuch  as  lived  in  the  time 
when  it  was  performed,  but  was  confidered  with  admiration 
even  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  adding,  that  Sigelmus  had 
left  to  his.church  feveral  of  thefe  Indian  curiodties,  as  unquc- 
fiionable  evidences  of  fo  extraordinary  a  thing  '.  It  is  true  that 
Ailer'of  St.  David's,  whom  we  before  mentioned,  fays  nothing 

«  The  tide  of  this  hook  if,  Kifloria  de  gentihus  feptentrl^nalihuSi  &c.  It  was 
printed  originally  at  Rome  in  1 55 5  in  folio,  and  ihcre  if  an  £ngli(h  traoflation 
in  1658.  f  The  lafl  edition  of  (his  venerable  work  was  printed  ac  Oxford,  A.  D. 
17x1,  8vo.      I  Gttl.  Maimelb.  de  feftis  poncific.  Anglcruia,  iib,H.  p.  247,348. 
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of  this  Indian  voyage,  thongh  he  is  very  j[>ftrticular  in  ifhitew 
fclates  to  the  pother,  fplendbiU*,  or  reputation  of  that  monarchy 
Bnt'it  would  be  a  rafti  and  Uiijuft  eonclufion  to  argue  from  hlA 
filence,  that  txd  fuch  voyage  was  performed.  Ailer^  as  ttppeaat^ 
from  a  paiTage  in  his  memoirs,  wrote  th^m  in  the  year  893^  aft 
ibrhich  time  Sigelmus  was  not  i^nrtied.  But  it  is  very  remarks 
kbk)  that  under  the  year  6871  which  was  that  wherein  SigeUnuA 
fet  out,  Aller  celebrates  the  kiiig'^  eatenfive  correfpendeftefr^ 
and  the  great  donrt  that  was  paid  him  by  princes  and  other  ptr^ 
fons  of  eminence,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  be  particnlaf  1^ 
mentions  letters  from  Abel  patriarch  of  Jerufalem,  which  he  iaW 
and  read*  5  and  ihcfc  very  probably  were  the  very  letters  which 
Occafioned  Ithe  king's  feeding  Sigelmus.  Add  to  this,  thit  Afief 
died  foon  after  the  return  of  this  great  traveller)  who  fuc^eed^d 
him  in  the  bifliopric  of  Sherburn  i ;  fo  that  the  ^hole  of  this  naf^ 
ration  is  perfedly  clear,  and  well  connefted^  It  rtiay  not  b€  yiuik 
to  obfervei  that  thefe  Chriftiatis  of  Sti  Thomas  inhabit  the  ptxiUk'* 
fula  of  India,  and  that  the  commodities,  which  SigelmU^  is  faid 
fo  have  brought  back,  are  prcdfcly  thofe  of  their  country.  Sir 
John  Spelman  obferves  farther  upon  this  rub]e£t,  that  the  value 
and  ufe  of  thef^  curiofities  being  little  known  here,  the  king 
fought  out  for  artifts  of  all  forts,  particularly  goldfmiths  aiid 
jewellers,  for  the  working  of  them :  and  fuch  were  the  defefts 
of  thofe  times,  and  fo  excellent  was  the  faculty  of  the  king  in 
every  thing  he  turned  his  hand  unto,  as  that  even  in  thofe  works 
alfo,  the  arti6cers  themfelves,  and  their  arts,  received  improve- 
iTient  from  his  invention  and  direAion,  while  they  follol^ed  his 
genius,  and  manufactured  that  he  deCgned  fdf  them^.  A6d|  as 
if  there  was  fomething  peculiar  in  the  fortune  of  thb  prince^  W^ 
have  ftill  remaining  a  proof  of  what  ii  her^  advanced}  I  meat! 
a  jewel  richly  wrought^  diig  tip  in  the  ifland  of  Athdney,  Wbictl 
was  the  king's  retreat,  when  he  fled  from  the  Danes  in  tbe  be- 
ginning  of  his  reign,  and  where  he  afterwards  founded  1  mdiia^ 
llery.  This  curious  relic  is  yet  preferved  in  the  A&njolean  edl* 
kAion  of  curioiities,  and,  beiides  its  estcellent  workmandtip, 
hath  a  Saxon  infcription  to  this  purpofe,  ^ej^frbdus   mb 

h  Anoat  rer.  geftar.  MUrcdi  Magnl,  p.  58.  Chroa.  Jo«n.  Brompton,  id  A.  £l* 

887. 
i  Gul.  Mtlmtfn>ar.  ttbi  f«pra.  k  Spdoian'slile  of  Xthtd,  p.  1044 
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;umT  F4BiiiCA&i»  !•  r.  ^fitd  dtrejied  this  to  be  made  i. 
Having  thus,  to  the  utipoft  of  my  ability,  dc^cd  and  juftified 
thefe  mviL  expeditions  performed  near  a  thoufand  years  ago,  I 
return  now  to  the  thread  of  my  hiftory,  and  to  an  account  of 
what  the  Saxons  atchieved  at  fea,  after  this  wife  monarch  bad 
ihewn  them  the  ufe  and  importance  of  a  naval  force. 

£dward  ■  fucceeded  his  father  Alfred,  and  proved  a  great 
prince  i  however,  bis  government  was  difturbe4  bptb  by  inte?- 
ftioe  divifions,  his  coufm  Ethel wald  pretending  to  the  kingdom, 
and  by  foreign  invafions  of  the  Danes,  who,  at  the  rc^ucft  of 
this  Ethelwald,  came,  in  the  fourch  year  of  the  living's  reign,  in 
vaft  numbers  into  England.  King  Edward,  finding  it  impoflible 
to  hinder  their  landing,  drew  together  an  army  m  foon  as  he 
cpi)ld,  and  followed  them  into  Kent,  where  be  engfiged  them, 
9ind  in  a  bloody  battle  killed  Eric  the  DaniQi  kipg,  and  Ethel- 
wald who  had  ftirred  up  this  w^r.  But,  finding  that  he  was  ftiU 
incommoded  with  new  fwarms  of  thefe  northern  rovers,  he  had 
recQurfe  to  his  fleet ;  and,  having  drawn  together  a  hundred 
fhips  upon  the  coaA;  of  Kent,  he  fuccefsfully  engaged  the  enemy, 
and  forced  the  greateft  part  of  their  fleet  on  flwre ;  and  then, 
landing  himfelf,  attacked  their  forces  in  a  bloody  battle,  where* 
in,  though  he  loft  abundance  of  men,  yet  he  entirely  defeated 
his  enemies,  killing  moil  of  their  chief  commanders  upon  the 
ipot.  By  degrees  be  raifcd  his  reputation  fo  high,  not  only  by 
]iis  military  exploits,  but  by  his  gentle  government,  and  wife 
provifion  for  his  fubjedis  fafety,  that  all  the  petty  prince^ 
throughout  Britain  congratulated  him  of  their  own  accord  qn 
Jiis  fuccefs,  willingly  owned  him  for  their  lord,  and  humbly  dc- 
ilrcd  his  proted!on«  The  very  Panes,  who  were  fettled  in  the 
iiland,  took  the  fame  method  of  fecuring  themielves  againft  his 
arms :  but  within  a  very  fliort  fpace  from  this  extraordinary 
^ark  of  good  fortune,  he  died,  ^nd,  in  no  long  time  after,  his 
younger  brother,  who  had  fucceeded  him  ". 

Cthelilan*^  fucceeded  his  brother,  and  gave  early  proofs  of  hlf 
being  the  worthy  grandfon  of  the  great  Alfred.  He  difcovered, 
from  his  fipft  afcending  the  throne,  a  great  diflike  to  that  policy, 
which  his  predeceflTors  had  ufed,  of  fuflTering  the  Danes  and  other 

*  Anna]  Elfredi  Magniy  p.  i^,  fji.  m  A.  p.  9q|. 

■  i^roo,  Sjttoo.  p.  9j)»  *  A.  D.  9x5. 
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-ftrangcrs,  who  by  force  had  feated  themfelves  in  the  tflandj  t« 
become  legal  poflTeiTors  in  coniideration  of  fome  fmall  acknow-  . 
Icdgment,  and  a  feigned  fabjcfkion,  which  was  furc  to  laft  no 
longer  than  they  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  revolting.  This  was 
certainly  a  right  maxim ;  and  one  may  fafely  affirm  this  monarch 
was  the  greateft  politician,  and  at  leafl  as  great  a  captain  as  any 
of  the  Saxon  kisgs.  He  wifely  judged,  that  there  was  no  exe- 
cuting his  fcheme  without  a  confiderable  force,  and  therefore  he 
kept  his  army  and  his  fleet  in  conftant  rcadinefs  p.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  his  reign  he  made,  or  rather  renewed,  the  alliance 
fubfifting  between  his  brethren  and  Conftantine,  then  king  of 
Scots,  conceiving  that,  as  their  interefts  were  the  fame,  this 
would  bind  him  to  a  due  performance  of  the  treaty ;  in  which, 
iiowever,  he  was  miftaken ;  for  Conftantine  fuddcnly  broke  it, 
cither  out  of  caprice,  or  from  an  apprehcnflon  of  £thelflan*s 
power.  Immediately  upon  this  the  Saxon  invkdcd  Scotland  with 
a  royal  army,  and  wafted  its  coafts  with  a  mighty  fleet ;  which 
brought  Coitftantine  to  a  fubmiflion  much  againft  his  will,  as  he 
difcovered  fome  years  after.  As  foon  as  Ethelftan  was  retired, 
the  Scot  began  to  intrigue  with  the  Britons  on  one  fide,  and 
with  Anlafl^,  whom  moft  of  our  hiftorians  ftyle  king  of  Ireland, 
but  who  in  reality  was  a  Danifli  prince,  fettled  there  by  conqueft, 
on  the  other.  In  confcquence  of  thcfe  ncgociations,  the  Britons 
marched  northwards  with  a  great  army,  where  they  were  joined 
by  the  whole  force  of  the  Scots ;  Anlaff  coming  at  the  fame  time 
to  their  affiftance  with  a  more  numerous  fleet  than  had  been  fcen 
in  thofe  feas.  Ethelftan,  inftead  of  being  dejefled  at  the  fight 
of  fo  many  and  fo  powerful  enemies,  refolved  to  decide  the 
quarrel  by  attacking  them  both  by  fca  fitnd  land  at  the  fame  time, 
which  he  accordingly  performed  with  equal  valour  and  ftlccefs. 
In  this  battle  there  fell  five  kings,  and  fevcn  Danifh  chiefs  *».  It 
was  the  bloodieft  engagement  that,  till  then,  had  ever  happened 
in  this  ifland ;  and  in  the  Saxon  chronicle  there  is  a  moft  elegant 
account  of  it.  By  this  grand  defeat  King  Ethelftan  effeQually 
carried  his  point,  and  rendered  himfelf  the  moft  abfolute  monarch 
that  bad  ever  reigned  in  Britain  ^    The  ufe  he  made  of  his  vie- 

P  ChroD.  Sax.  p.  3.  Gul.  Maiasefbar.  de  getlif  reg.  Angtor..  lib.  \U  c  tf.  H^n. 
^ItintiD^d.  lib.  V,  p»  351.     Roger  Hovedeo.  p  4x1. 

^  A.  D.  yjS.  f  Cfaioo.  SiXQiu  p.  ii»>  irj,  114. 
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ter^,  was  cffc£lualty  to  fecurc  his  dominicmsy  ty  taking  flrom  the 
petty  princes  fiich  places  as  he  judged  to  be  dangerous  in  their 
lands;  and,  in  all  pk-obability,  he  wduld  thoroughly  havtefta- 
kilhed  the  Saxon  pcJwcr,  if  he  Had  long  furvived  j  but  he  died 
about  A  year  after,  having  fwayedlhe  fceptre,  foroc  fay  fourteen^ 
'okbcrs  fixleeii  years. 

tdmundS  his  brother*  iiieceeded  him  in  the  throne,  and 
found  hixnfelf  tindet  a  neceOity  of  cont'efting  the  {Kifleffion  of  it 
with  his  old  eheAiy  Anlaff'and  his  ailbctates,  ^hom  hedefeated, 
and  with  whotn  h^  afterWal-dS  ihad'e  peace ;  but,  finding  that 
there  was  no  dependence  upon  the  faith  eithel*  of  the  Danf  (h  or 
iBrttilh  ^nhces  feated  ih  the  north,  he  fei2ed  oo  the  kingdom 
oJF  Northiimberlahd,  and  added  it  to  his  owa  dominions,  giving 
t^umberlahd  to  the  king  bf  Si^ts  as  his  feudatory.  He  had  no 
great  occafioo  for  naval  armaments,  the  fame  of  his  brothel's 
power  pfefcWing  \iiin  frbm  foreign  inVaCohs  \  To  that,  after  a 
iKort  reign,  he  left  his  crown  to  his  bix>ther  Edred  *.  Thi^  prince 
had  fcarct  alTumed  the  regal  dignity,  before  he  Was  afTailed  by 
bis  old  enemies  the  Scots  and  Dartes,  agaitift  whom  he  had  not 
To  great  tu^cefs  as  his  brethren  *,  not  through  akiy  fault  of  his, 
^t  rather  by  the  trcafohable  praSices  of  fomc  of  Ms  powerftil 
fubjefls.  His  nephew  Edwy  ftepped  after  him  inro  the  throne  | 
lind,  difobliging  the  monks,  they  have  tranfmitted  to  pofterity 
%n  account  of  nothing  but  his  vices^.  It  (hould  ieem,  however^ 
tbatj  duritig  the  reign  oF  all  thefe  kings,  the  tlaral  power  of  the 
Saxons  Was  continually  tticreafing,  of  which  5^e  fliall  fee  imme* 
diate  pnoof  ^  and  to  this  we  xti^y  afcrlbe  their  not  being  plagued 
with  any  of  thote  invalions  frbm  the  north,  which  had  fo  much 
diftuibed  their  predecefibrs. 

Edgar*,  Very  juftly  ftyled  the  Creat,  fuCceedcd  his  brother 
Edwy;  and,  from  his  ilrft albending  the  throne,  demonftrated 
himfelf  worthy  of  being  the  heir  of  Alfred  and  Ethclftan.  He 
thoroughly  underftood,  and  futceisfulty  purTaed  their  maxims  i 
for  he  applied  himfelf,  from  the  begiphingof  his  reign,  to  the 
raifing  a  mighty  maritime  force,  and  to  the  keeping  in  due  fub* 
JeAioto  all  the  petty  princes.  1a  one  thing  only  he  was  blame* 
able ;  thar  he  gave  too  much  into  ^reiga  cuftoms,  and  indnU 

•  A.  D.  ^T.  t  Gnl.  Malmeib.  de  geft.  wg.  Ang.  lib.  w  c.  f. 

u  Speed*!  chroBlcIf,  p.  jhf,  *  A.  D.  95^. 
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ged  the  Danes  iii  llTisg  promifcuoufly  with  his  own  people^ 
ijrhich  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  knowing  thoroughly  the 
ftate  of  all  parts  of  the  nation,  'of  which  they  made  a  very  had 
life  in  fucceeding  times.  In  all  probability,  he  was  led  into  this 
error  by  his  love  to  peace,  which  indeed  h?  enjoyed,  much 
more  than  any  of  his  anceilors  had  done.  But  he  enjoyed  it^ 
as' a  king  of  this  iiland  ought  to  enjoy  it ;  not  in  a  hzj  fruition 
of  pleafure,  unworthy  a  prince.)  but  by  affiduoufly  applying 
himfelf  to  a^airs  of  ftate^  and  by  an  aQivity  of  which  few 
other  kings  arc  capable,  even  in  times  of  the  greateft  danger. 
But  it  is  .ncceflar^  to. enter  into  particulars,  fince  we  are  now 
come  to  the  r^ign  of  tliat  king  >yho  mofl  clearly  vindicated  his 
right  to  the  dominion  of  the  fea,  and  who  valued  himfelf  on 
his  haying  juftly  acquired  the  truly  glorious  title  of  Proteftor 
of  G>mmerce* 

As  to  his  fleet,  all  writers  agree,  that  it  was  far  fupcrior  to 
.any  of  his  predecc^ors,  as  well  as  much  more  powerful  than 
thofe  of  all  the  other  European  princes  put  together  ^  but  they 
are  by  no  means  of  the  fame  mind,  as  to  the  number  of  fhips 
of  which  it  was  compofed.  Some  fix  it  at  three  thoufand  fix 
hundred*  }  ophers  at  four  thoufand  ^  •,  and  there  wants  not  au- 
thority to  carry  it  fo  high  as  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  '• 
However,  the  firft  feems  to  be  the  moft  probable  number;  and 
therefore  to  it  we  fhall  keep^  Thefe  fhips  he  divided  into  three 
fleets,  each  of  twelve  hundred  fail,  and  them  hc.conftantly  fta- 
tioned ;  one  on  the  call,  another  on  the  weft,  and  the  third  on 
,the  north  coaft  of  the  kingdom  :  neither  was  he  fatisfied  with 
barely  making  fuch  a  provifipn  ;  he  would  likewifc  fee  that  it 
anfwered  the  ends  for  which  he  intended  it.  In  order  to  this^ 
jcvcry  year,  after  Eafter,  he  went  on  board  the  fleet  ftationcd 
on  the  eaftern  coaft ;  and,  failing  weft,  he  fcoured  all  the  chan- 
nels, looked  into  every  creek  and  bay,  from  the  Thames  mouth 
to  the  Land^s  end  in  Cornwall :  then,  quitting  thefe  fliips,  he 
went  on  board  the  weftcrn  fleet,  with  which,  ftcering  his  conrfe 
to  the  northward,  he  did  the  like,  not  only  on  tne  Engllfli  and 
Scots  coaft,  but  alfo  on  thofe  of  Ireland  and  the  Hebrides^ 


«  Roger  Horcdcn,  p.  41^.    Florent.  Wig.?rn,  ad  A.  D.  975.  f  Cbron. 

Joao.  Bromptoa.  *  MacthJeut  Florilcg. 
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which  lie  between  them  and  Britain  :  then,  meeting  the  nor- 
thern fleet,  he  failed  in  it  to  the  Thames  mouth  ■.  Thus  CuK 
rounding  the  ifland  every  fummcr,  he  rendered  any  invafion  iffit- 
pra£iicable,  kept  his  failors  in  continual  cxcrcife,  and  cffefliialfy 
aflerted  his  fovereignty  over  the  fea,  As  a  further  proof  ^f 
this,  he  once  held  his  court  at  Chefter ;  where,  when  all'Kis 
feudatory  princes  had  affcmbled,  in  order  to  do  him  homage, 
lie  caufed  them  to  enter  a  barge ;  and,  fitting  four  6n  one  fid^, 
and  four  on  the  other,  they  rowed,  while  he  flEecred  the  hdthri 
pafliiig  thus  in  triumph,  on  the  river  Dee,  from  hii  palade 
to  the  monaflery  of  St.  John^  where  he  landed,  and  received 
their  oaths  to  be  bis  faithful  vaflah,  and  to  defend  his  righfs 
by  land  and  by  fca :  and  then,  having  made  a  fpecch  to  them, 
lie  returned  to  bis  barg^  and  paflbd  in  the  fame  manner 
back  to  his  palace.  The  natncs  of  thefc  princes  were,  Kenneth 
king  of  Scotland,  Malcolm  king  of  Cumberland,  Maccufius 
king  of  Man,  and  of  the  iflcs,  and  five  petty  kings  of  the  Bri- 
tons. When  the  ceremony  was  over,  the  king  was  pleafcd  to 
fay,  that  his  fuccefTors  might  juftly  glory  in  the  title  of  kings  of 
the  Engliffi  •,  fince,  by  this  folemn  a£^,  he^had  fet  their  prcror 
gative  above  all  difpute  *».  ^ohn  fox  blamed  this  fpecch  as  an 
inftance  of  the  king's  pride  and  vanity  %  which  was  owing  to 
a  narrownefs  of  mindj  for  furely  the  king  intended  no  mor? 
than  to  fecure  his  juft  rights,  as  his  fpecch  declared,  and  there- 
by to  diflinguifh  between  a  wife  aft  pf  popcy,  and  zixiotc  pom- 
pous parade. 

In  the  winter^  he  travelled  by  land  through  all  parts  of  hh 
dominions,  to  fee  that  juflice  was  duly  adminidered^  to  prevent 
his  nobles  from  becoming  opprcflTors,  and  to  prote£l  the  mcaa- 
cfl  people  from  fuflPeting  wrong.  Thefc  were  the  arts  by  which 
he  fecured  tranquillity  to  himfelf ;  wKUe  be  kept  foreigners  ii^ 
awe,  and  his  fubjefts  in  quiet.  By  being  always  ready  for  war, 
he  avoided  it ;  fo  that,  in  his  whole  reign,  there  happened  biit 
one  didurb^nce^  and  that  through  the  intemperate  fiiry  of  the 

•  Heo.  Hantingdon.  hift.  lib.  y.  Rog.  Hovedeo.  Annal.  p.  4^^^,  427.  Alu-r 
red.  BcverUc.  Annul,  lib.  viii.  b  Gul.  Malmeib.  hift.  lib.  ii.  cup.  8.  p.  50. 

Florent.  Wigorn.  id,  Ann.  Doro.  347.  Henric.  Honting,  liid.  Kb.  v.  Ro|^er 
flored.  AnntL  p.  4x6,    Alured.  Bcvtrl.  Annal,  lib.  viu.  9  In  bii  aAi 

9ud  monumenti* 

G  ?  Pri.tonSji 


41  NAVALHISTQRY 

.jpntont,  whO|  while  lie  was  in  the  northj^  committed  |p*6at  di^ 
.  orders  in  the  weft.  On  his  return^  he  entered  their  country 
with  A  gre^t  army  |  and,  th^tt  tbej  migb(  M  the  efieds  qf 
plnnderipg,  fnSered  bis  ibldiqrs  to  tal^e  whatever  they  coa|d 
^d  \  but  when  be  faw  the  people  reduced  to  extreme  miicrj, 
be  rewarded  bis  army  out  of  his  own  cpflerg,  and  obliged  tbein 
to  reftor^  ih^  fpoil* ;  by  which  he  left  thoTe,  whom  he  found 
rebeU,  tbe  mqft  alSsaioDafe  of  a^l  his  fubjc<its  o.  Well^  tber^ 
I^Me,  might  our  ancient  hiftorians  hoaft  as  they  4>4  of  thjs 
prince  |  an4  (^7$  that  he  was  copoparable  tQ  ai^y  qf  the  b^o^ 
of  antiquity.  In  truth*  he  far  furpafled  thetn ;  for  whereat 
ttiany  of  tbeoi  becan^  famqus  by  s(£l8  of  rapine  apd  robbery, 
he  eftaUilbed  bjs  reputation  on  9  nobler  fbundatiop  }  that  of 
reigning  fi^pteen  years  without  a  tl^icf  found  in  bis  dojniinious  091 
land,  or  a  pirate  beard  qf  a(  fea^.  Qnc  thing  more  I  mu^ 
jBentiqn,  as  being  mu^b  to  n^y  purpofcj  though  (liglited  bf 
many  qf  our  ipqderp  writers^  Jt  i«  the  prc^mbic  of  a  decree 
of  hisi  made  iq  th^  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign ;  wherein  his 
ftjleruns  thus:  ^  Ego  EdgartUy  totius  AlbknisB^leu^mcmfi 
pmritimcrum  feu  w/ulancrupt  regum  ci^cumiaiitatitiumy  &c." 
That  is„  I  £<igar»  monarch  of  all  Albion,  and  fovercign  over 
S(U  the  princes  of  the  adjacetH  illcs^  (stc.  Which  plainly  aflerta 
bis  nayal  dominion  t.  A<  he  lived,  fo  he  died,  in  peace  aqd 
full  of  glory  ».  Happy  had  it  been  for  his  fucceflbrs,  if,  with 
^is  dominiooQ,  they  bad  inherited  any  portion  of  his  ipirit. 
But,  alas !  governed  by  women,  and  ridden  by  priefts,  they 
quickly  bro^e  to  piece)  that  mighty  power  which  he  b^^ueathcd 
them. 

His  fon  Edward,  a  child*  fucce^^e^  him  ;  but,  by  that  tin^ 
be  had  reigned  three  years,  he  was,  by  the  contrivance  of  h\s 
inother-inrlaw,  b^fely  murderedji  to  make  way  for  her  fqn 
Ethelred,  who  mounted  the  throne  after  hi^  deceafe,  but  who 
was  entirely  governed  by  this  4pwa^er«^ueenj^  h\s  mother''.  In 
fo  years  after  the  death  of  Edgar,  the  ftrength  of  the  natiojfi 
was  fo  far  funk,  that  a  DanUh  fquadron»  confining  of  no  more 
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ihaa  (even  Ihipsy  infefted  the  coaft,  and  plundered  Sonthamp* 
IQD  > ;  and,  in  a  few  years  aft^r^  they  rataged  and  burned  all 
the  coailf  inroipiKb  tbat»  in  99 1»  the  king^  by  the  advice  of 
3iricasy  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Danes,  and  endeaTpnred  to  bribe  them  by  a  fubfidy  of  tea 
tboofand  pounds,  to  forbear  plundering ;  which  ga?e  the  firft 
rife  tp  that  ififamotis  tribiitc  called  danegeld  K  This  produced 
an  effeQ  which  might  have  been  eafily  fbrefeen,  Jthough  quite 
contrary  to  what  was  intended ;  for  the  Danes  committed  great- 
er rapines  than  ever ;  fuppoiiqg,  that  the  worfe  they  treated  the 
luDg'^  fubje^,  the  larger  fums  they  ^ould  extort,  for  a  pro- 
piifc  to  be  gone.  Thus  the  king  was  compelled  to  take  that 
foethod,  at  la(l|  to  which  hp  (hould  haye  had  recourle  at  firft, ' 
we.  raifing  an  army,  and  4ttSng  out  a  fleet.  And  now,  when 
|ie  had  done  this,  his  general  betrayed  him ;  whereby  the  Danes 
for  that  time  efcaped,  though  a  little  after  they  returned,  and 
were  defeated  K  Thefe»  however,  were  but  flight  mifchiefs  to 
(hole  which  followed  ;  far,  when  it  is  once  known  that  a  king* 
dom  is  weakly  governed,  new  enemies  daily  rife.  In  A.  D* 
993,  came  ynlaff,  a  famous  pirate,  with  a  fleet  of  ninety* 
three  fhips,  to  Stanes ;  and,  having  wafted  the  country  on  both 
fides  the  Thames,  they  went  down  the  river  again,  and  coip* 
jnitted  new  oi^trages  on  the  coaft  of  Kent.  The  king  fent  an 
;irmy  to  oppofe  then,  which  they  beat,  and  killed  the  general 
vrbo  con^manded  it :  afterwards  they  landed  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Humber,  and  committed  frefl)  devaftations.  The  next  year 
Anlaff,  duke  of  Norway,  coming  before  London»  with  a  fleet 
of  ninety-four  fail,  endeavoured  to  burn  it ;  but  the  citizens 
defended  th^infelves  fo  well,  that  a(  length  he  was  forced  to 
defifi  :  then  marching  into  Kent  and  Hampihire,  he  compelled 
the  country  people  to  fumifli  horfes  for  his  army;  which  put  it 
in  their  power  to  commit  fuch  horrid  devaftations,  that  the  king 
being  unaUe  to  pro^e^  hi^  fubje£tsi  h^d  recourfe  to  a  compo* 
fition }  and,  having  fent  commiflioners  to  treat  with  AnlaflT,  it 
^as  agreed  to  giv^  him  fixteen  thoufand  pounds,  on  condition 
that  he  fliould  never  again  fct  foot  in  England  j  and,  which  was 
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rare  amongft  men  of  his  profeiSon,  he  rcKgipufly  kept  his 
Vord,  In  A.  D.  997,  a  grtat  fleet  of  ftrangers  critcrcd  the 
mouth  of  the  Severn,  fpoiJed  all  the  adjacent  countries  with  fire 
and  fworch,  and  afterwards  deftroyed  Cornwall  and  Devonfliirc; 
and,  having  collefted  an  immenfe  booty,  carried  it  off  to  their 
fhips.  The  pext  year  they  committed  the  like  outrages  in  Dor- 
fetflilrc,  where  an  army  fefit  to  oppofc  them  did  but  little.  In 
A.  D.  999,  they  carpe  into  the  Thames,  and  marched  through 
Kent,  the  king  met  them  at  Canterbury  with  his  forces,  fo  that 
;i  battle  enfued ;  wherein,  through  fomc  ill  management,  the 
king  was  defeated  with  great  lofs.  This  lofs  feems  to  have 
rouzed  the  nobility :  for,  immediately  thereupon,  it  was  deter* 
mined,  in  a  great  council,  to  raife  a  numierous  army,  and  to  fit 
out  a  ftrong  fleet ;  which  was  accordingly  done:  but  the  old 
management  continuing,  thefe  mighty  preparations,  6ys  my  au- 
thor, ended  in  nothing  more  than  exhanfting  the  purfes,  and 
breaking  the  fpirits  of  the  people ;  whereby  their  enemies  were 
encouraged  to  trample  on  them  more  and  more.  The  next 
year  the  fleet  was  hindered  from  afting  all  the  f^mmer,  by  con- 
trary winds,  to  the  great  lofs  and  diflatisfaaion  of  the  people. 
In  A.  D.  looi,  new  diforders  of  the  fame  kind  happened; 
'  artd,  one  of  the  king's  admirals  dcferting  with  a  great  part  of 
the  fleet,  he  was  conftrained  again  to  think  of  treating,  which 
accordingly  he  did,  and  purchafed  peace  for  twenty-four  thou- 
fand  pounds  :  and  yet,  the  very  next  year,  he  found  himfclf  fo 
ftraitened,  that  he  had  no  other  way  of  fetting  his  people  at  li- 
berty, than  by  a  general  maflacre  of  the  Danes,  throughout 
England.  This,  however,  proved  but  a  temporary  as  well  as 
barbarous  expedient ;  for,  in  1  few  years,  they  were  in  as  bad 
a  condition  ac  ever  \  infomuch,  that  through  the  fury  of  the 
panes,  and  the  treachery  of  his  nobility,  the  king  was  able  tq 
do  nothing  but  opprefs  his  fubjefls,  by  raifing  vaft  fiims,  to  be 
given  to  their  enemies  :  for,  in  A.  D.  1007,  the  Danes  had 
thirty  thoufand  pounds  at  once  °». 

Thefe  opprefllons  convinced  all  the  honefl  and  loys^l  part  of 
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the  nation,  of  the  neccffity  of  arming  thcmfelves,  and  of  exert- 
ing their  utraoft  fprcc  to  rid  them  of  thefe  barbarous  guefts. 
In  order  thereto,  a  new  and  general  tax  was  laid,  for  railing 
and  fupporting  a  fleet  and  army.  According  to  this  fchemc, 
every  three  hundred  and  ten  hides  of  land  were  to  find  a  ftout 
fliip,  and  every  eight  hides  a  coat  of  mail  and  helmet ;  by  which 
a  great  force  indeed  was  raifed ;  and  yet,  through  tre.iclicry, 
great  as  it  was,  had  little  effcdi"*-  It  is  plain,  that  this. tax,  or  fub- 
Cdy  was  impofed  with  judgment,  "and  by  common  con/l-nt:  it 
grew,  therefore,  thenceforward,  an  annual  charge  upon  the 
people  5  and  is  that  tax  we  fo  often  meet  with  in  ancient  wri- 
ters, under  the  name  of  danegeld  ;'and  from  which  Edward 
the  Confcflbr  i^  faid  to  have  freed  his  fubjefls.  TKe  reader 
muft  diftinguifli  this  fubfidy^  raifed  upon  the  Engljfh  nation^ 
from  the  money  occaRonally. paid  to  the  Danes;  though  they 
both  go  under  the'  fame  denomination.  The  firft  was  raifed  at 
fuch  times,  and  in  fuch  proportions  as  neceflity  required ;  and 
was  properly  enough  called  danegeld  j  as  it  was  given  to  pacify 
thofe  invaders. ,' The  fecond  'was  a  regular,  fettled  impofi- 
tion,  not  much  unlike  our  land-tax }.  and  was  properly  called, 
in  the  Saxon  tongue,  hcregyld,  i.  e,  foldjer's  money  5  rfnd  re- 
ceived the  name  of  danegeld,.  bccauie  it  was  originally  given  to 
raife  a  force  to'  withftand  the  Danes.  It  amounted  (o  a  raft 
film  in  thofe  days;  fincc  the  Saxon  clu-onjcle  informs  us,  that 
by  it,  when  firft  impofed,  there  was  a  prodigious  fleet  fet  on 
foot,  fuch  a  one  as  till  then  had  not'  been  fecn.  Now,  if  wc 
take  this  in  a  very  liniited  fenfe,  and  allow  it  to  (jgnify  not  a 
greater  fleet  than  Edgar's,  but  fupcrlor  to  any  of  his  ftationary 
fquadrons  ;  even  this  would  be  a  very  grca.t  thing  ^,  The  con^ 
fequence  of  clearing  this  point  wijl  appear  in  the  fucceeding 
part  of  the  work :  in  the  mean  time  let  it  be  obferved,  that 
the  nation  fubmitted  to  this  grievous  tax,  •  in  order  to  mainfain 
a  naval  force  fufficicnt  to  have  prefcrved  the  dominion  of  the 
fea  J  which  qucftionlcfs  might  have  been  c6e£led,  had  thjc  mo- 
ney they  gave  been  faithfully  applied.  But  fuch  were  the  de- 
lays, fuch  the  difbrder  in  all  their  military  preparations,  that  the 
people  were  fleeced,  the  fervicc  neglected,  and  the  unfortunate 
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King  Etbelred,  who,  for  any  thing  that  appears  in  hidoijy  wai 
a  very  brave,  well-meaniog  prince,  acquired  the  furhame,  or 
rather  wa$  {ligmatized  with  the  opprobrious  nickname  of  The 
Unready.  Tliis  is  a  difagreeable  fubjc£l,  whicli  nothing  but 
the  loVe  of  tHith,  and  the  de(ire  of  preventing  fuch  mifchieis^ 
by  fairly  expodng  their  caufes,  could  have  prevailed  on  nie  to 
have  dwelt  on  fo  long.  It  Wa^  my  duty,  as  an  hiftorian  \  and> 
though  a  little  unwillingly,  I  have  honcftly  performed  it. 

It  would,  however,  be  to  nd  purpofc  to  fwell  thii  work  with 
a  long  detail  of  the  misfortunes  which  befel  this  prince,  afid  hi$ 
fon,  the  valiant  £dmund,  who  for  his  many  hal^dy  a£h  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country  was  fiirnamed  Ironlidcs  ;  Gnce  thcfe  arc 
fully  related  in  all  our  hidories  t  and,  indeed,  there  is  great 
rcafon  to  fufpcft,  that  the  ftories  we  meet  with  therein,  arc  ra- 
ther amplified  than  abridged.    Two  things,  nevertheicfe,  de* 
ferve  the  reader^s  notice  in  this  great  revolution.  The  Grit,  that 
after  the  fpirits  of  the  people  had  been  onee  funk,  by  railing 
on  them  a  great  fum  of  money  to  purchafe  peace,  they  ticvcr 
afterwards  could  be  revived ;  but  things  daily  declined,  and  the 
chief  perions  in  the  realm  fought  to  fecure  an  interefi  ill  the 
conqueror,  by  betraying  thofe  whom  they  ought  to  have  de« 
fended ;  fo  that  the  reduction  of  England  was  not  &>  much 
owing  to  the  number  and  force  of  the  enemy,  though  thefe 
were  very  great,  as  to  the  treachery  of  the  few,  the  dejeftion 
of  the  many.,  and  the  difputes  of  both  among  themfclves$  their 
naval  force,  even  when  they  were  loweft,  being  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  defended  their  coafls,  had  it  been  properly  con** 
duAed.     But  being  fometimes  betrayed  by  their  admirals,  at 
others  diftrefled  for  want  of  proviGons,  every  little  accident 
dlfcouraged  them,  and  any  confiderable  lofs  di (heartened  them 
quite.    The  conqueft  of  fuch  men  could  not  be  hard.     The 
fecond  obfcrvation  I  have  to  make  is  tbis^  that  no  fooner 
Swain,  king  of  Denmark,  found  himfelf  fuperior  at  (ea,  that 
he  fet  up  a  title  to  the  kingdom }  which  fuiEcieotly  {hew8»  than 
this  ifland  is  never  longer  fafe,  than  while  it  is  the  firft  maritime 
power:  whence  the  importance  of  our  navy  is  made  too  rnani- 
fed  to  be  dented,  and  by  which  we  may  be  convinced,  that  as 
9ar  fireedom  flows  only  from  our.  conftitution,  fo  both  ntoft  be 
defended  by  our  fleets. 
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C    H    A'  P.      III. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  the  Danes,  from  the  peaceable 
fettlement  of  Canutus  on  the  throne,  to  the  reftora* 
tion  of  the  Saxon  Hne>  and  from  thence  to  the 
death  of  King  Harold* 

CantainiDg  the  Tpace  of  about  48  years. 

TH  £  writers  of  our  ancient  hinory,  being  many  of  theiii 
monks,  did  not  well  diftinguiih  between  foreign  nations, 
bat  called  all  the  invaders  of  this  kingdonii  from  what- 
ever  q«ar<er  they  came,  Danes  i  becaufe  the  firft  who  troubled 
the  Saxons,  in  this  way,  were  of  that  nation.  In  like  manner 
foreigners  called  them  Normans ;  which  Teems  to  be  a  contrac- 
tion  of  northern  men.  Their  praQtee  of  fcouring  the  northern 
feas,  and  plundering  wherever  they  came,  made  them  infamous 
in  the  eyes  of  others,  though  it  pafled  among  themfelves  for 
an  honourable  way  of  making  war.  The  northern  nations 
were  always  extremely  populous }  and,  when  they  found  them* 
felves  crowded,  their  cuftom  was  to  equip  a  fquadron  of  ihips, 
on  board  of  which  went  fome  of  their  chiefs,  followed  by  a 
Vol.  h  H  body 
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body  of  .fuch  men  as  were  willing  to  run  their  fortunes.  A^ 
this  time  they  were  pagans  ;  and  it  muft  be  owned  the  ftrufturc 
of  their  religion  was  very  favourable  to  thefe  fort  of  enter- 
prizes,  feprefentiqg  them  rather  as  eSe£ls  of  heroifqi^  than  as 
z€ts  of  robbery.  In  procefs  of  time,  as  they  grew  more  dvi-p 
lizedj  they  began  to  change  their  notions,  and  eiFefted  (ettic-? 
ments  wherever  they  found  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  make 
them.  It  i$  not  ou^  buiine(a  to  enter  deeply  into  their  hiftorfy 
fince  it  is  evident  enough,  that  they  attained  their  dominion  here 
by  their  power  at  fea,  which  is  the  only  thing  that  brings  them 
under  our  notice.  But,  if  h  were,  there  Ijas  been  lately  pub- 
lifhed  at  Copenhagen,  a  very  curious  hiftory  of  the  zQs  of  the 
Danes  in  foreign  countries,  particularly  in  England^  Scotland,^ 
and  Ireland,  all  of  which  they  long  harafled,  made  fettlements 
)x^al},  and  were  expelled  from  them  all  through  their  making 
an  ill  ufe  of  their  power  *. 

When  Swain,  king  of  Denmark,  invaded  this  country  about 
the  year  1013,  it  was  in  revenge  of  the  death  of  his  country- 
men ;  and  there  were,  at  that  time,  fo  many  great  men  hertf 
of  Danifli  extraftion,  and  the  reft  were  fo  much  difaflfc£led  to 
their  natural  prince,  that  the  foreign  invader  foon  found  encou- 
ragement to  fet  up  a  title  by  elediion,  as  is,  though  fomewhat 
obfcurely,  intimated  by  fome  of  our  hiftorians,  but  plainly  and 
fully  aflerted  by  the  Danifh  writers.  Indeed,  the  defection  at 
that  time  was  fo  general,  that  Edmund  abandoned  his  kingdom, 
apd  retired  into  Normandy ;  and,  if  Swain  had  lived,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  he  might  not  have  kept  the  poflcffion.  Butj^ 
he  dying  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  the  Danes  in  Eng-' 
land  declared  for  Canutus  his  fon,  and  the  Saxons  recalled  Kmg 
Edmund  *>..  However,  after  the  death  of  the  laft-mentioned 
prince,  Canutus  had  a  ftrong  party  who  adhered  to  him,  cfpe- 
cially  among  the  clergy  j  fo  that,  at  length.  King  Edmund  Iron- 
fide,  by  the  perfuafion  of  one  Eadric,  whp  bad  betrayed  his  for 
ther  during  his  whole  reign,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Canutus, 

*  Th?  tiric  of  thU  corious  hook  rnn*.tho« :  Gcfta  &  Vedi^ia  Danonim  e»ir* 
DanUm  :  praicipnc  in  Orie  t..  Uilui,  Hifpania,  Gallia,  Anglia,  Scoria,  Hiber- 
nia,  Bdjj-.o,  Gcrmanla,  8c  Sctavon:a.     Maxiiinam  partem  ipfis  rcHptorum,  noi^ 
eioticorom  minm,  qi»am  domcfticorum,  verbis  adambrau.    Hafniap,  1741,  8vo. 
I  Cbron.  Saxoo.  p.  144,  14^^.  .  .«' 
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%Webi^  11  was  agreed,  that  they  fliould  reign  jointly;  aftet' 
which  Eang  Edmund  did  not  live  long^  and  fo  the  whole  fell  to 
Canutus  by  forvivorfhip.  Some  of  our  authors  indeed  write, 
that  Edmund  was  murdered  by  the  contrivance  of  Eadric ;  but 
for  this  there  feems  to  be  no  folid  foundation.  The  Saxon  an^ 
nals  fay  plainly)  that  he  died  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Andrew,  in  the 
year  1016,  and  that  he  was  buried  with  his  grandfather  King 
Edgar  at  Glafbonbury^. 

Canutus  •"  ^fcended  the  throne  by  the  genctal  cohfent  of  the 
nationi  and)  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  raifed  an  extraor- 
dinary fubfidy,  or  danegeld,  in  ord^r  to  pay  off  his  fleet.    This 
amounted  to  72,000  pounds  for  the  reft  of  the  kingdom^  and 
1 1  ^00  pounds  for  the  chy  of  London ;  aftel*  which  he  fent  back 
his  fleet  and  forces  to  Denmark,  except  forty  fliips  which  he 
kept  to  guard  the  coaft.     He  was  a  very  wife  and  brave  prince, 
and,  firom  the  time  he  ailumed  the  crowti,  did  all  that  Was  in  his 
power  to  conciliate  the  affeftion  of  his  new  fubjefts  ;  which  he 
fo  happily  effedled,  that  they  fervcd  him  faithfully  in  his  wars 
for  the  recovery  of  feme  part  of  his  foreign  dominions,  which 
were  loft  during  his  ftay  here.     ThUs,  in  10^7,  he  failed  with 
a  fl«ct  of  6fty  (hips,  with  Englifh  forces  on  board,  into  Norway, 
out  of  which  having  driven  Olaf,  who  had  fet  himiclf  up  for 
king,  the  next  year  he  returned  into  England.  Two  years  after, 
he  invaded  the  Scots  both  by  land  and  fea,  and  obliged  that  king 
to  fubmit  to  his  term^^}  and,  throughout  his  whcle  reign,  this 
prince  carried  his  prerogative  in  naval  affairs  as  high  as,  or  ra- 
ther higher  than,  any  of  his  predeceiTors,  as  the  learned  Mr. 
Selden  juftly  obfcrves,  and  very  folly  proves,  from  records  and 
hiftoryf.    Indeed  it  was  vefy  eafy  for  him  to  do  fo,  being  king 
of  Denmark  and  Nofway,  as  well  as  England. 

He  intended  to  have  made  his  Ton  Hardiknute,  whom  he  had 
by  Emma,  the  widow  of  his  predecelTor  Ethelred,  the  heir  of 
his  kingdoms  \  but  he  being  in  Denmark  at  the  time  of  his  de- 
ceaie,  his  eldeft  fon  Harold  «,  fumamed,  from  his  fwiftnefs.  Hare- 
foot,  found  means  to  raife  a  party  amongft  the  nobility,  and 

<  Ibid.  A.  D.  loitf.  d  A.  D.  1017.         <  Ponun.  hUl.  Dan.  lib.  v. 

Ctttiel.  Malmcib.  de  geft.  teg.  Aoglor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ti.  Aiured.  Beverl.  annal* 
lib.  viii.  Rao.  Higden.  in  Polychron.  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  i5o*i;4«  ,  ^  Mtfc 
CiaHfom,  lib.  iL  cap.  i».  S  A.  D.  1336. 
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poSefled  himfelf  of  the  kingdom.  Some  writers  tell  u$9  that  hi» 
brother  Hardiknute  prepared  a  great  fleet  with  an  inteot  to  hvrc 
invaded  his  dominioAs ;  but,  as  t<>  this,  the  Suon  chromde  is 
fiient ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  memorable  recorded  in  his  reign. 
It  is  faid,  that  he  raifed  the  danegeld  or  fubfidy  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  fixteen  (hips,  which  was,  it  feems^  the  ftatcd  tax  ta 
the  latter  part  of  his  father's  reign  ^  and»  from  what  foUows,  it 
will  appear,  that  this  was  a  very  reafbnable  imposition :  but  thea 
it  mufl;  be  confidered,  that,  m.  the  days  of  King  Caautus,  his 
Engliih  fubje£b  had  nothing  to  fear ;  and  from  this  circumftance 
it  is  probable,  that  the  cafe  was  the  iame  under  Harold '>•  He 
^ed,  after  a  reign  of  little  more  than  four  years^  and  was  fixe- 
ceeded  by  his  brother  Hardiknute  *»  who  coming  with  a  large 
feet  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  kingdom^  he  that  very  year  rai&d 
the  danegeld  to  fixty-two  (hips.  The  following  year  be  levied 
a  1,099  pounds,  and  fixed  the  fubfidy  for  the  future  at  thirty- 
two  fhips.  Hb  uncle  Swain  being  in  danger  of  kiiog  the  king- 
dom ol  Norway,  be  fent  a  fleet  from  Enghmd  to  his  af&ftancc^ 
which  did  not,  however ,anfwer  the  end  he  propofed^  and,  a  little 
after,  he  died  fuddenly  at  a  wedding,  and  with  him  ended  the 
dominion  of  the  Danes  in  England,  in  leis  than  twenty-eight, 
years  after  the  coming  of  Canutus  to  the  crown  K 

Edward  the  Confefibr,  the  fon  of  King  Ethelbeit  and  Queeo 
Emma^  fucceeded  his^  half-brother  Hardiknute  ^  and  proved  a 
very  great  prixKC  in  the  opinion  of  the  monks,  and  a  very  weak 
one  in  the  fentimenu  of  better  judges.  In  the  beginning  of  his 
veign  he  kept  up  a  fleet  of  thirty-five  ^il  ^  but  afterwards  falling 
out  with  the  Earl  Godwin  and  his  ibas,  their  quarrels  threw  the 
whole  kingdom  into  diftraAion  i  infbmucb  that,  in  the  year 
1046,  a  pyratical  fquadron,  coafifting  of  no  more  than  twenty- 
five  fhips,  commanded  \ff  Lothen  and  Yrling,  came  to  Sand- 
wich, where  they  landed  the  forces  on  board  them,  who  iouue^ 
diately  fpoiled  aU  the  aci^cent  coumry^  and  carried  off  the  prey 
they  took  to  their  fhi^  Afterwards  they  retired  to  the  ifland 
of  Thanet,  imending  from  thence  to  have  plundered  the  eoait 
at  their  leifure ;  but,  by  this  time  the  militia  rofe,  and  not  only 
prevented  them  from  landings  but  flraitened  them  fo  much 

*  Chren.  S4Xon.  p.  iS4*  I55«  i  'A.  D.  1039.  k  Ibid*  p.  iSSt  U^. 
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vbere  they  were,  that  with  great  difficulty  they  cfcaped.  Then, 
fiUing  oQ  the  coafts  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk*  they  cammittcd  tlie 
fame  outrage$  there^  and  at  laft  failed  away  to  Flanders  with  the 
wcakh  they  had  got,  without  meeting  with  any  interruptioa 
from  the  king's  fbips.  The  next  year  the  king  wa9  hinifelf  at  fea 
with  a  fleet,  and  was  able  to  do  little,  Earl  Godwin  and  bis  Tons 
having  almoft  all  the  power,  while  the  king  had  an  empty  title, . 
with  which  he  wasiitdecontented*  Swain,  Earl  Godwin's  eldeft 
fon,  falling  out  with  his  family,  as  well  as  the  king,  committed. 
great  outrages  on  all  the  coaft.  Hh  father,  too,  being  difobligcd, 
had  recourfe  to  a  naval  armament,  to  oppofe  which,  the  king 
fitted  out  a  fleet  of  fifty  |ail  i  but  whether  it  was  through  the  in- 
trigues of  the  earl,  or  the  weak  management  of  the  king,  fo  it 
happened,  that,  after  til  thefe  preparations,  a  treaty  enfued,  in 
eoniequence  of  which,  the  earl  once  more  entered  the  king's  fa- 
-voiir»  and  (with  his  fons)  was  declared  the  kuoig's  beft  fubjed : 
fnch  was  the  doArine  of  thofe  times  I  After  the  death  of  this 
great  nobleman,  his  fons,  Harold  and  Toftigo,  fnccetded  him  in 
his  dignities,  and  ufed  them  rather  for  their  own  convcniency^ 
than  with  any  reffcGt  to  tbe  royal  authority.  It  muft,  however, 
be  owiied,  that  they  reduced  the  Britons,  who  bad  taken  up 
arms  under  their  king  Griffith,  who  was  killed  in  the  a£tion  : 
yet  Toftigo  made  fo  bad  a  governor  in  Northumberland,  where 
the  king  had  placed  him,  that  tho  people  expelled  him )  nor 
could  he  be  reftored,  though  his  brother  Harold  was  feot  with 
an  army  for  that  purpofe ;  which  fo  difgufled  him,  that  he  failed 
with  a  fquadron  of  fliips  into  Flanders,  where,  like  his  eldeft 
brother  Swain,  he  turned  pirate,  and  began  tothink  of  pillaging 
by  fea  that  country,  the  inhabitants  of  which  would  not  fufter 
him  to  plunder  them  on  land.   In  the  midft  of  thefe  confufions 
King  Edward  died",  as  weakly  and  irrefolutely  as  he  lived,  with- 
eut  fecuring  the  fucceffion  to  Edgar  Atheling,  his  intended  heir, 
and  who  had  indeed  a  better  title  than  bimfelf ;  which  threw  the 
nation  into  great  confufion,  and  gave  Harold,  the  fon  of  Earl 
Godwin,  an  opportunity  of  feiaing  the  crown,  to  which  he  had 
little  or  no  title  ■;  an  a£t  equally  fatal  to  himfelf  and  to  th? 

a  A.  I>.  to6S.  ■  OvI.  Malmefb.  4e  ^ft.  reg.  Angl.  lib.  u.  cap.  i  ^ 

H«A.  HuACiiigd.  bi(t»  lib.  vi.  p.  |«f.     Ro«er.  Hovcden.  «on«l.  p.  439.    Alorc<2. 
BeTcrL  aonal.  lib.  viiu  CbroB.  Samd.  p.  tSi-^iyi. 
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people,  fince  it  occafioned  the  Norcnan  inyafion,  and  tlie  Ahfo^ 
lute  exclufion  of  the  Saxon  line,  the  monarchs^  of  which  had 
deferved  fo  well  of  their  country  by  making  good  laws,  encou^ 
raging  arts,  and  defending  bbth  by  their  arms.  But,  before  wd 
proceed  to  this  revolution,  it  will  be  necefFary  to  fay  fomewhat 
of  the  character  of  Harold^  as  well  as  of  his  adm^niftration  % 
for  though  he  was  a  very  ambitious,  and  confequently  a  very 
bad  man,  yet  he  wanted  not  fome  qualities  that  were  truly  great  j 
and  worthy  of  a  prince. 

The  principal  perfons  about  BEing  Edward  at  his  death  were 
fuch  as  had  been  of  Earl  Godwin's  faAion,  and  therefore  coun^ 
tenanced  a  report,  fpread  by  Harold>  that  the  king  had  appoint-*' 
ed  him  his  fucceilbr,  which  we  find  in  the  Saxon  chronicle  ^  i 
and  yet,  in  that  very  book,  there  are  many  things  which  are  in- 
confiftenc  with  this  relation,  iuch  as  the  owning  that  the  kUig 
fent  for  his  coufin  Edward,  the  father  of  Edgar  Atheling^,  tod 
that,  after  the  death  of  Harold,  Edg^  fliould  have  been  king  ^^ 
though  his  right  was  no  way  helped  by  that  circumftance,  but 
ftood  jud  as  it  did  before  at  the  time  of  King  Edward's  deaths 
Such  as  fay  that  Harold  took  the  crown,  as  being  more  fit  to 
wear  it  than  an  unexperienced  boy,  like  Edgar,  feem  to  fpeak 
the  truth '^^  Harold  had  all  the  qualities  necefTary  to  have  ren^ 
dered  him  popular  in  ah  ele£Uve  kingdom.  He  was  of  a  great 
family,  equally  allied  to  the  Saxons  and  Danes,  very  brave  in 
his  perfon,  and  well  verfed  in  the  art  of  war,  but,  above  all^ 
jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  very  defirous  of  main<^ 
taining  his  independency  on  land  and  fca*.  He  had,  however^ 
many  diflScultics  to  ftruggle  with.  A  great  part  of  the  nation 
were  difTatisfied  with  his  title,  and  paid  him  an  unwilling  obc* 
dience.  William,  duke  of  Normandy,  laid  claim  to  his  crown, 
and  began  to  raife  an  army  to  fupport  that  claim  :  add  to  this, 
that  his  brother  Toftigo,  who  had  quarrelled  with  the  late  king 
and  his  own  father,  appeared  on  the  coafts  of  Yorkfliire  and 
Northumberland  with  a  fleet  of  fifty  fail.  Earl  Edwin  encoun- 
tered him  on  his  landing,  defeated  hb  army^  and  afterwards  de« 

o  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  171.  P  Ibid.  p.  i6p.        ^  Ibid.  p.  173*         ^  Ro|t. 

Hovcd«  bift*  lib.  vi.  p.  atfy*  Ingalph.  hift.  «pad.  fcript.  prft.  Bedam,  p.  900. 
*  Roger.  Hovcd.  aoaal.  prior,  p.  449.  Gul.  Malmelb.  de  gcft.  Ttg*  Ang.  lib.  ii. 
cip.  nit.  Alured.  Bcvcrl.  sonal.  lib.  viit.  p.  ia>, 

ftroved 


oftueDANES.  63 

ftwjed  a  great  part  of  his  fleet ;  fo  that,  with  no  more  than 
twelve  (hips,  he  efcaped  to  Scotland  ^ 

On  the  firft  news  of  his  brother's  invafion,  Harold  prepared 
to  march  northwards,  in  order  to  prevent,  if  pofTible,  the  fatal 
confeqnences  of  thb  man's  malice,  whom  he  knew  to  have  both 
courage  and  ability,  ^onfiderable  intereft  at  home,  and  potent 
a^ies  abroad  ;  nor  did  he  defift  from  his  defign  on  the  news  of 
the  check  he  had  received  by  his  late  defeat,  knowing  that  his 
reftlefs  temper  would  not  fuffcr  him.  to  be  long  before  he  endea- 
voured to  revenge  this  affront.  Indeed,  he  found'  an  opportU'^ 
nity  {boner  than  he  could  have  expefled ;  for  he  was  fcarce 
arrived  in  Scotland,  before  he  heard  of  a  new  pretender  to  his 
brother's  crown.  Thiis  was  Harold  Harfager,  that  is,  Fair-haired, 
king  of  Norway,  who  fet  up  a  title  by  defcenti  and,  to  fupport 
it,  put  to  fea  with  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  fail,  and  a  numerous 
army  on  board*  With  him  Toftigo  joined,  and,  both  failing  up 
the  Homber,  landed  their  forces,  and  began  to  direct  their 
march  towards  York,  The  two  great  earls,  Edward  and  Mor- 
l^er,  inftantly  aflembled  all  the  forces  they  could  raife,  in  order 
to  oppofe  them.  A  battle  quickly  enfued,  in  which  thofe  lords 
were  totally  routed,  and,  in  confcquence  thereof,  the  king  of 
Norway  poflefTed  himfelf  of  York.  King  Harold,  no  way  dif- 
coi^raged  at  this  ill  news,  ordered  a  fleet  to  be  fitted  out,  and 
ip  the  mean  time  marched  in  perfon  againft  the  enemy,  who  lay 
in  an  entrenched  camp,  which  they  conceived  to  be  impregna- 
ble. But  the  king,  opening  the  paflage  at  Stanford-bridge,  ever 
fince  fly  led  Battle- bridge,  attacked  them  with  fuch  vigour,  that, 
after  a  long  and  bloody  difpuce,  he  forced  their  entrenchments, 
killed  Harold  Harfager  and  Toftigo  upon  the  fpot ;  and  his  ad- 
mirals at  fea  having  like  fuccefs  in  beating  the  Norwegian  fleet, 
Olaf,  the  fon  of  Harold  Harfager,  was  glad  to  capitulate,  and 
confent  to  etnbark  the  fcattered  remains  of  his  army  on  board 
twenty  veflels,  and  to  give  up  all  the  vaft  fpoil  they  had  taken, 
Vrith  the  reft  of  his  father's  navy,  to  the  conqueror,  which 
agreement  or  capitulation  was  prefently  put  in  execution  "• 

This  was  one  of  the  greatefl  viQorics  that  we  find  recorded 

.«  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  17a.  Roger.  Hoved.  p.  447-  Hen.  Hunting(!,  hifl.  lib.  vu 
f  ChroB.  Saxon,  p.  171-  Gulielno.  Malmfb.  de.  geft.  reg.  Ang.  lib.  ii.  p.  94. 
floger.  Hoyedeo.  p.  44$.     Ingalpb.  h\([.  p,  foo. 
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by  our  hiftorians  5  for,  in  the  beginning  of  this  eupcdhion,  the 
king  of  Denmark  had  conquered  the  Orkneys:  and  indeed,  con* 
fidering  the  force  with  which  he  invaded  it,  there  wa5  no  fmali 
probability  of  his  reducing  England.  By  this  defeat  the  Ling  en* 
tirely  fruftrated  that  defign,  and,  befides  ridding  himlelf  of  fo 
formidable  an  enemy,  acquired  a  vaft  treafure,  and  greatly  aug« 
mented  his  fleet :  but,  as  faccefs  generally  fliews  a  man  in  the 
trueft  point  of  light,  fo  the  king,  on  this  occafion,  difcovered 
fome  ill  qualities  which  he  had  hitherto  concealed  j  for,  inftead 
of  dividing  the  rich  booty  be  had  taken,  or  ib  much  as  a  part 
of  it|  amongft  his  army,  he  laid  hands  upon  the  wholes  which 
greatly  weakened  their  afieAion  to  him,  and  made  his  foldiers 
lefs  willing  to  hazard  their  lives  in  the  fervice  of  fb  hard  a  ma» 
fter.     On  the  other  hand,  the  duke  of  Normandy  had  been  la* 
bouring,  by  a  variety  of  methods,  to  draw  together  fuch  an  ar- 
my, ^nd  fuch  a  fleet,  as  might  enable  him  to  profecnte  the  title 
he  pretended  to  the  Englifti  crown,  which  at  laft,  by  dint  of 
mighty  promifes  to  foreigners  as  well  as  his  own  fubjedis,  he 
accompliflied.     His  forces,  confifting  of  Normans,  Flemings, 
Frenchmen,  and  Britons,  he  embarked  on  board  a  prodigious 
number  of  fliips,  few  of  which  were  of  any  great  force,  though 
all  fit  enough  for  tranfports.     Septemt)er  28,  1066,  he  landed 
fafcly  at  Pevenfey  in  Suffex,  and  no  fooner  faw  his  troops  on 
(hore,  than  he  burnt  his  ufelefs  fleet,  which  he  knew  was  no 
way  able  to  engage  that  of  the  Englifh ;  and  having  done  this, 
and  raifed  a  ftrong  fortification,  he  penetrated  farther  it^to  the 
country''.     Harold  had  the  news  of  this  expedition  quickly 
tranfmittcd  to  him  in  the  north,  whence  he  marched  with  great 
diligence  with  his  forces,*flufhed  indeed  with  their  late  vidorj, 
but  by  fo  rude  a  fervice  much  diminifliedin  their  numbers,  their 
fpirits  alfo  abated  by  difcontent.     The  king,  however,  taking 
counfel  from  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  his  affairs,  behaved  towards 
them  more  gracioufly  than  he  had  lately  done,  and  by  fending 
for  the  nobility,  and  reprefenting  to  them  the  danger  to  which 
themfelves  and  their  country,  as  well  as  himfelf  and  his  title, 
were  expofed,  gained  confiderable  recruits:  fo  that,  by  the  time 
he  arrived  at  London,  his  army  was  again  become  very  confir 
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derable ;  only  his  foldicrs  ftood  in  need  of  refrefhin^nt.  But 
Haroldy  fearing  ill  cffe£b  fh)m  delays^  and  rejc£ling  the  pro« 
pofitiohs  made  hitn  by  an  ambaflador,  fent  from  Duke  WilUam 
to  iHeec  him  at  London,  continued  to  more  oil  towards  Suflex^ 
in  order  to  determine  the  fate  of  the  kingdoni  by  a  decifive  bat« 
tle»  notwithftanding  his  brother  &f ithus  ufed  man jr  t>f  udent  ar- 
guments to  dilTuade  him,  adirifing  him  to  e^truft  the  army  to 
his  care,  and  to  remain  at  London,  in  order  to  take  ptopcx 
meafures,  in  cafe  things  went  not  fo  well  as  they  could  wifli. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  October  the  king  arrived  near  Haflings^ 
where  the  eneiny  lay  encamped ;  and,  though  (bme  propbfals  of 
peace  were  again  made  him,  he  remained  firm  to  his  firft  opi- 
nion of  trufting  the  entire  decifioh  to  the  fword.  The  ne^t  day, 
being  Saturday,  he  difpofed  his  forces  in  order  of  battle,  giving 
the  van  to  the  KentiOi  troops,  and  referving  the  Londoners  fof 
the  centre,  where  he  fought'  iii  perfon  With  his  two  brothers* 
The  duke  of  Nof  mandy,  6n  his  fide,  did  all  that  could  be  el- 
peAed  from  a  great  captain,  and  one  inured  to  aittis  from  hii 
Tery  youth.  The  cOnteft  was  long  and  bloody,  fuitable  to  the 
Talue  of  the  prize  which  was  to  be  the  ireward  of  the  viAor  i  but 
the  Normans,  making  ufe  of  long  boWs,  as  yet  not  Well  knoWa 
to  the£ngl]{h»  had  thereby  ^  great  advantage,  which  turned  thtf 
fortune  of  the  day,  and  gaVe  them  a  viftory  every  way  compleat. 
King  Harold,  drawing  the  choiceft  of  his  troops  about  his  royal 
fbmdard,  fought  it  out  bravely  to  the  laft,  falling  by  a  fliot  he 
received  under  the  left  eye,  which  pierced  to  his  brain.  With 
him  fell  his  brothers  Grithus  and  Leofrick,  and  of  private  meit 
^7»974-  We  need  not  wonder  that  this  engagement  alone  fc* 
cored  the  kingdom  to  Duke  William,  efpecially  if  we  refle£t  otl 
the  hard-fought  battle  m  Yorkshire  but  a  few  months  before  ^ 
ioT  two  fuch  adions  might  well  ezhauft  the  ftrength  of  a  king- 
dom almoft  continually  harafled,  for  fome  hundred  years  before 
by  the  Danes'.  Tet  the  Saxons,  if  they  had  been  well  united^ 
might  have  had  at  lead  another  (faruggle  j  but  their  intc^ftine  fac- 
tions contributed  as  much  to  their  ruin  as  the  force  of  the  inva<« 
der  I  for  one  part  of  the  nation  adhering  to  Edgar  Atheliogi  the 
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undoubted  heir  of  the  craw%  ?iid  another  inclining  to  e^poufe 
the  party  of  the  great  earls  Edwin  and  Morker^  this  diviiko 
difabkdboth.  Thus  ended  that  monarchy  vhic|]»  firoco  the  time 
of  Heogiftj  had  contin^ed  about  fix  hundred  years ;  and,  as  it 
began  through  perfonal  valour^  fo  the  fame  fjpirit  was.  preferred 
even  in  its  termUia^ion ;  for,  9fi  a  learned  writer  of  thofe  tuAca 
informs  us,  the  laft  king  Harold  was  a  man  in  gentlepefs  of  na- 
ture equalled  by  few,  in  majrtial  virtue  furpaiTed  by  none,  having 
moft  of  thofe  great  i^ualitiea  that  render  princes  glorious,  and 
who,  if  the  event  had  correfponded  with  probability,  feemed 
born  to  repair  the  decayed  date  of  his  country  ^.  He  left  behind 
him  four  fons.  (t  is  very  remarkable,  that  three  of  tbefe,  God* 
win,  Edmund,  apd  Magnus,  had  intereft  ecQugb^  after  the 
death  of  their  father,  to  carry  o£F  the  greoteft  part  of  his  fleet  i 
which  enabled  them  to  make  many  attempts,  as  ^e  ftall  here- 
after fee,  s^nft  the  ppwer  of  the  Normals ;  butj^  proving  aU 
ways  unfucceisful,  they  at  length  retired  to  Denmark,  where 
(hey  were  kindly  recelved>  and  where,  torniented  by  a  quick 
feafe  of  their  misfortunes,  they  languifhed  out  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  I  fliould  not  have  taken  notice  of  this  circum- 
(lance,  but  that  it  feryes  to  explain  the  fuccecding  part  of  our 
biflory,  and  ihe^s  how  the  Norman  power  at  (ea  came  to  be  fa 
low  for  a  conCderable  fpace  after  the  conqueft,  as  weU  as  why 
the  northern  princes  were  fo  ready  to  give  a0ifta.nce  to  fuch  aa 
undertook  to  difturb  this  new  pofTciTor  of  the  English  crown  ^ 
In  which  fcheme  we  (hall  fin4  perfons  who  had  very  djflfcrenc 
interqds  concurred,  upon  the  old  maxim  in  politics,  that,  in 
ailing  againft  a  common  enenny,  the  principles  of  partijcular 
parties  m^y,  and  in  prudence  ought  to  b^  fufpended*. 

We  come  now  to  take  a  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  Sax- 
ons, and  CO  inquire  into  the  ufe  they  made  of  the  dominion  of 
the  fca,  to  which  they  fet  up  fo  loud  a  pretence.  It  fo  happens,, 
indeed,  that  we  have  iu  this  refpeft  but  very  indifferent  mate- 
rials as  to  direct  h&s :  but  whoever  wiM  coniider  what  kind  of 
men  the  writers  of  thofe  times  were,  and  how  unlikely  they  were 
to  undferftand  traffic,  he  will  not  fo  readily  mifconfbru£l  their 
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fience)  as  fome  critical  wtittn  hav^  dene  4  by  wh^i  I  ih«ati» 
he  ttrill  tiOt  conclude  from  thetitei  that  the  Saxons  had  littte  or 
no  foreign  trad«,  fince,  if  tbey  had  cter  fo  mucb^  ebciefiaiHci 
were  not  Kke  to  be  the  beft  acquainted  with  it.  However,  if 
may  be  tr«iy  afietted*  that  the  trade  of  the  Saxons  was  verj 
coitfiderable  before  the  Norman  conqueft^  perhaps  more  con^ 
fiderahiethan  for  feme  time  afterwards;  and  that  this  is  not 
either  a  bold  afiertbn,  or  a  gxDttudlefs  conje£lure>  we  fhM  be 
able  to  maiee  out  by  a  variety  of  arguments,  whith,  for  tbe  ho- 
n«3tur  of  Ottf  coumrf ,  deferve  to  bt  dviy  elcamibed. 

In  the  firil  fhxt^  then^  let  us  obferve,  that  tbe  conrefpon- 
dence  between  our  princes  and  thofe  of  the  eontiiienti  is  ond 
good  argtlsient  in  favour  of  the  natton^s  commerce :  fdr  !t  can* 
not  be  believed,  that  the  greateft  ptlncts  ^f  Europe  would  either 
etiter  into  treaties  with  obfcure  and  b^irbarbus  nations^  beftow 
their  dauglutn  on  the  princes  of  flich  people,  ol-  receive  from 
them  their  daughters  to  be  partners  lit  their  beds  and  thrones. 
Yet  we  fee,  that  Charles  the  Great  of  France  entered  into  art 
^lia^e  with  King  Offa,  as  he  alfo  did  With  the  king  of  Scots } 
add)  as  to  marriages,  Cthelwoifi  the  father  of  King  Alfr<rd^ 
married  the  daughter  of  the  Emperor  Chsrles  the  feald  ;  King 
Etbelred  married  £mma»  daughter  to  the  king  of  Normandy  | 
and  as  to  the  princefles  of  England,  they  were  married  all  over 
Europe  to  ih*  moft  illuftrious  fovereighs:  nay,  even  in  their  di- 
ftrefs,  when  the  foni  of  Edmund  Ironiide  fled  Abroad  for  pro* 
te€tion,  one  married  the  emperor's  daughter,  the  other  thd 
daughter  erf  the  king  of  Hungary.  Now  it  is  impoifible  for  us 
to  conceive^  how  the  worth  and  quality  of  fuch  peribns  (hould 
be  known  in  thefe  diftant  places,  if  there  had  not  been  stn  ex* 
tenfive  commerce  between  the  fubje£ts  of  the  Englifli  kings  and 
thofe  of  thefe  princes.  Add  to  this,  that  Aflerios  MenevenGs 
informs  us,  thai  King  Alfred's  court  was  coni^smly  crowded 
with  pcrfons  of  diftinftion,  and  that  he  was  extremely  carcfal  in 
procuring  the  beft  artifts  of  all  kinds  from  different  parts* 
Again,  the  public  and  private  buildings  of  the  Saxons  demon- 
flrate,  that  they  were  neither  a  rude  nor  unfociable  people,  but 
rather  the  contrary,  fince  they  were  exceedingly  elegant  for  the 
time  in  which  they  were  raifed :  and  we  know  by  experience, 
that  this  kind  of  tafte  is  the  pure  effeA  of  extenfivc  commerce. 

I  a  Wc 
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We  may  Ukewtfie  ohfenre,  that  the  very  cbuming  the  {overngj^ 
tf  of  the  fea  is  a  plain  indication  of  our  driving  a  great  trade 
upon  it;  finqe  thoTe  only  defire  this  dignity  who  knov  the  im<r 
portante  of  it :  and  as  our  claims  in  this  refpefk  are  elder,  and 
inore  elicit  than  thofe  of  any  other  European  nation  s  we  mnft 
conclude,  that  the  value  of  this  right  was  earlier  nnderftood 
here  than  eifewhere,  Theie  are  general  reafons  only ;  I  will 
no#  offer  fome  that  are  clearer  and  more  particular. 

We  had  greater  opportunities  of  imderfianding  naval  afiwrs 
in  this  ifland,  than  perhaps  any  other  patiQn  ever  had  i  for,  bc«i 
&re  the  Roman  invafion,  the  Britons  had  fome  IkiU  in  naviga- 
tion, and  had  fitted  out  confiderable  fleets  s  they  afterwards 
Improved  in  this,  as  in  all  other  arts,  by  adding  the  iiptin  leam-^ 
ing  to  their  own;  whence  we  find  them,  under  Carauiius,  Max-» 
smns,  afid  Conftanrine,  able  to  bear  up  againft  all  the  mari- 
ne force  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  Saxons  were  not  defti- 
tute  of  (kill  in  naval  affairs  before  their  arrival  here:  for  we 
read,  that  they  diftinguifhed  time  by  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of 
tides  * ;  a  kind  of  knowledge  which,  notwithftandiug  all  the 
boaftings  of  the  Qreeks,  Alexander's  foamen  had  not  acquired, 
even  when  he  made  his  Indian  expedition  ^ ;  and  in  which  it 
^pears,  that  neither  Cssfar,  or  any  of  his  foldicrs,  were  well 
verfed  at  the  time  of  his  inyading  this  ifland  ^.  It  was  there* 
fere  highly  natural,  when  thefe  nations  were  in  fome  meafure 
mixed  together,  and  by  degrees  alfo  blended  with  the  Danes ; 
I  fay,  it  was  highly  natural  for  them  to  pufli  their  genius,  fcxt 
maritime  affairs,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  Ao<l  this  leads  me  to 
another  argument,  which  is  drawn  from  the  vaft  number  of 
Ihips  that  it  is  apparent  we  had,  at  all  times,  from  the  fleets 
fitted  out  by  the  Roman  governors,  and  by  the  Saxon  princes, 
cfpecially  Alfred,  £dgar,  and  Echelred ;  fince  navies  cannot  be 
^It  in  a  feafon  or  two ;  or>  if  they  could,  would  prove  of  lit-, 
de  uie  in  a  country  dcftitute  of  feamen.  Laftly,  our  coin  is  a 
proof  of  our  commerce.  There  were  under  the  Saxon  kings 
variety  of  mints,  no  lels  than  feven  in  London ;  and  the  laws 
lelating  to  coinage  are  very  numerous.  Now,  fince  filver  was 
liever  a  commodity  of  0|ir  own,  it  follows^  that  this  coioage 

■  Sidon.  Apollinar.  lib.  viii.       Ol.  Wonn.  in  Faftts  Danicif,  lib.  i.  cap.  s. 
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mnft  have  arifcn  from  the  profits,  or,  to  ufc  a  modem  phrafe, 
from  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour.  I  prefumc,  I  may  add 
to  this,  a  kw  made  by  King  Edgar,  for  reducing  all  weights^ 
meafures,  i^c.  to  one  Aandard.  Now  this  was  to  remedy  an 
inconvenience  that  mnft  have  crept  in,  by  trading  with  different 
nations,  and  fo  introducing  their  meafures  j  and  the  foope  of 
the  law  on  the  other  hand  proves,  that  the  legiflalure,  in  thofe 
days,  had  a  juft  rcfped  to  commerce,  and  was  inclined  to  do 
any  thing  which  might  facilitate  it ;  all  which,  taken  togethert 
in  my  opinion,  doth  abundantly  make  good  my  affertion ;  and 
demonftrates,  as  far  as  the  brevity  of  this  defign  will  permit, 
the  commercial  genius  of  our  anceftors  the  Saxons,  to  whom 
we  (land  indebted  for  the  chief  prerogatives  of  our  crown,  I 
inean  in  comparifon  with  the  other  powers  of  £ur6pe ;  and  that 
generous  fpirit  of  freedom,  which  is  the  foul  of  our  excellent 
conftitucion,  and  which  the  princes  of  the  Norman  line  endea- 
voured, but  in  vain,  to  extinguifli. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  upon  the  publifliing  this  workf 
I  beard  feme  perfensof  good  fcnfe,and  great  judgment,  com- 
plain,  that  ii^  fome  places  I  ftudied  brevity  too  much ;  and  that^ 
particularly,  they  would  he  glad  to  fee  this  point  of  the  Saxon 
navigation  and  commerce  better  explained :  not  that  they  at  all 
doubted  the  truth  of  what  I  advanced  upon  the  credit  of  our 
moft  learned  and  beft  hiftorians ;  but  that,  being  pleafed  with 
the  hints  given  them  upon  thefe  fubje^b,  that  they  were  inclined 
to  fee  them  more  largely  handled.  And  for  the  fake  of  fuch 
peribns,  I  ihall  take  the  liberty  of  adding  fome  reflections, 
which,  till  I  knew  that  it  was  acceptable  to  my  readers,  I  judg- 
ed it  a  kind  of  prefumption  in  me  to  make. 

The  veflels  built  by  King  Alfred  for  reGfting  the  Danes,  and 
which  were  fe  ferviceaUe  in  that  refpcA  appearing  to  be 
a  very  iingular  and  material  point;  fome  have  wiOied  that  I 
had  more  plainly  defcribed  them,  which  I  would  moft  certainly 
have  done,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power.  Thofe  veffels  were 
built,  not  only  by  the  dircAion  of  the  king,  but  in  a  new  man- 
ner which  was  of  his  own  invention :  and  the  writers  who  hav^ 
preferved  an  account  of  them,  though  they  are  certainly  com* 
peteqt  witnefles  as  to  the  fa6i,  yet  were  they  very  far  from 
being  proper  judges  of  the  manner.    They  can  tell  us  what 
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the  King  did,  and  what  ^^rere  the  €(tt(k^  Df  hit  doings  (hitt 
hdw,  or  upon  m^hat  priifttipki,  he  conftru^h^d  thofe  ncw^n* 
¥<mted  (hips  of  hU,  Wi»  out  ^  their  way  to  inquire  (  and^ 
eonfequently,  what  thfcy  could  not  be  cxpcdcd  to  declare. 
Thift  being  fo,  it  would  be  a  thing  prepoOerouft  to  pretend  to 
lay  5t  down  ae  cettMfi^  thiit  King  Alfred's  new  (hips  were  built 
in  this  mannefi  (tt  id  that :  all  that  I  intended  to  Tuggeft)  was, 
that  the  king  built  thefe  Ihipft  kHlget  than  ufual,  and  iti  fucfa  n 
proportion  a8  made  them  at  once  ftrongef  and  fwifter  than  any 
with  which  that  age  were  acquainted. 

>  The  candid  and  ingenious  reader  will  readily  alloins  that  wb 
had  good  reafon  to  oommend  the  fuperior  ftill  of  the  king^ 
who  made  that  a  feieoce  which  to  others  was  but  a  trade* 
There  wcre»  no  doubt,  in  that  age,  abundance  of  (hipwrightSj 
who  knew  how  to  put  vefiels  together,  fo  as  to  make  them 
found  and  tight,  and  good  failors  too,  as  things  went  in  thofo 
times.  Yet  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  king  aiked  their  ad* 
▼ice ;  but,  an  the  contrary,  he  diret^d  their  labours,  and  com* 
manded  that  ilups  fliould  be  built  of  a  new  and  very  dijFereht 
make  from  thofis  that  were  then  in  ufe.  He  was  well  ac« 
quaintcd  with  the  Danifh  (hips ;  ^d  faw,  that  though  they  were 
tery  convenient  for  ti^anfportiog  troops,  yet  that  very  circum- 
ftance  might  be  turned  to  their  difadvantage,  by  employing 
againft  them  TeiTels  of  a  ditferent  make,  longer,  higher,  ftronger, 
and  of  a  very  different  proportion  in  refpeCt  to  breadth;  which 
18  a  plain  proof,  that  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  (hip-building,  and  knew  how  to  vary  the  form  in  con- 
kruSting'teSkUf  (q  as  to  fit  them  for  different  uies  and  fervicca  : 
which,  if  the  ignoi:ance  of  thofe  times  was  half  fo  grofs  as 
modern  writers  are  willing  to  reprefent,  was  certainly  a  very 
great  and  wonderful  difcovery. 

Ic  is  aUb  highly  probable,  that  though  the  king  gave  dtrec« 
tions  to  his  (hip-builders,  and  perhaps  a  model  of  the  form  in 
which  be  would  have  his  new  veflels  built;  yet  he  did  not  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  principles  upon  which  he  went,orexplaia 
to  them  the  reafons  why  vefieis,  built  in  this  new  form,  were 
fwifterand  (Wronger  than  thofe  of  the  enemy;  but  kept  that 
within  his  own  brcafV,  as  a  great  fecret  of  ftate.  His  naval  ar-^ 
chite£ls  might  be,  and  in  all  probability  were,  men  of  as  great 
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jkUl,  a|id  extcnfive  capacities  as  any  of  their  tines )  buc  thea 
tkeir  baowiedge  was  c^avery  dificrciH  nature  from  that  of  t^ 
lipg :  they  migtit  be  gret^  artifts  in  their  way,  but  were  ftill 
xnecbanics;  mi  thoingb  tbey  knew  how  to  build  what  wero 
^eemod  the  bcft  ftups  in  this  p^rt  of  th«  worid»  yet  were  ibcy 
far  enough  from  penetrating  into  the  cs^tifes  of  tbings,  or  ap* 
pfeb^ndiBg  clearly  the  r^afons  upon  which  xMe  rules  w^re 
foimdedst  ^y  which  they  were  guided  in  their  prof<ifioo9  aii4, 
which  ^:»pcHenc^  bsid  gradiuUy  introduced. 

We  have  the  greater  prefttosptioii  that  this  was  the  tru« 
ftate  of  th(  caitct  from  the  other  circamftaace,,  that  the  king 
made  great  improvements  in  t^e  art  of  huUdtng  (hips  for  traf* 
fie.  Uepce  we  plainly  difcern,  that  what  be  contrived  w^ 
not  the  effcds  of  experience,  or  application  of  wbait  he  had 
leeo  or  heard  others  performed,  to  his  own  afiairs,  or  a  thing 
that  flawed  from  a  hicky  thought  which  was  found  to  anfWer 
upon  trial  i,  but  arofc  entirely  from  his  great  iagacity,  which  en^ 
abled  him  to.  fee  the  very  bottom  of  his  art,  and  put  it  in  his 
power  to  af&gn  the  juft  proportions  of  vcflcls  deftined  for  any 
purpofes  wbatevcp,  as  his  ihipwrights  were  capable  of  building 
and  equipping  veiTels  of  any  dimenfions,  provided  they  had  the 
djraught  of  fuch  vcfiels  given  them,  in  ciife  they  were  of  a  new 
invention.  Tbefe  trading  veflels  were,  without  doubt;,  of  a 
form  differing  from  thofe  warlike  galleys  thjtf  were  fitted  out 
againft  the  Danes  ^  and,  confequently^  not  near  fo  coAly  ;  for 
broad,  large,  and  capacious  veiTels,  fuch  as.  are  fit  for  carrying 
almoft  all  forts  of  merchandize,  efpecially  bulky  and  coarfe 
goods,  are,  in  every  refpeft,  far  kfs  expenfive  than  veficis  built 
for  ftrength  and  nimble  filing. 

I  (hall  be  extremely  well  plea&d  if  thefe  additional  thoughts 
upon  (a  iqnportant  a  point  of  hiftory,  give  the  fatisfaAion  de-* 
fired,  which  I  hope  it  will ;  more  efpecially  if  it  be  confidcred, 
that  I  propofe  to  treat  thefe  points  aa  an  biftorian,  and  am 
therefore  concerned  to  ftate  fa£ts  clearly,  and  from  good  au« 
thorities  ;  not  to  write  difiertationa  upon  fuch  fubje£ts  as  may 
be  fairly  prefumed  to  lie  equally  out  of  the  reach  of  my  own 
and  the  pemfer's  curiofity.  Whatever  Alfired's  (kill  in  naval 
archile^lure  might  be,  there  is  very  little  room  to.  doubt,  that 
the  pra^ical  part  of  it  continued  long  after  his  deceafe,  and 

proved 
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proved  no  inconfiderable  caufe  of  the  maritime  force  of  his  ftic- 
ccflbrs.  All  this  time,  however,  the  Danes  were  exercifing 
themfeWes  in  naval  expeditions  ;  and  as  their  ftrength  and  cou- 
rage increafed,  fo,  by  the  introdudlion  of  luxury,  and  its  perpe- 
tual companion,  civil  difientions,  the  power  and  public  fpirit 
of  the  Saxons  declined. 

It  may,  however,  be  remarked  in  their  favour,  exclufive  of 
what  has  been  faid  before  upon  that  fubjedl,  that  they  certainly 
cultivated  the  arts  of  peace  and  commerce  with  equal  induftry 
and  fuccefs.  All  that  part  of  this  ifland  under  their  dominion, 
was  thoroughly  peopled,  and  full  of  great  towns,  adorned, 
according  to  the  mode  of  thofc  times,  with  fair  churches  and' 
great  monafleries,  which  were  at  once  teftimonies  of  the  piety 
and  wealth  of  that  nation.  Their  ecclefiaftics  and  nobility  fre- 
quently travelled  into  foreign  regions,  and  brought  from  thence 
rarities  of  all  forts,  to  enrich  their  own  country,  the  flourifh- 
ing  condition  of  which  was  what  principally  allured  the  Danes, 
who  had  the  fame  appetite  for  riches,  though  they  took  a  dif- 
ferent method  of  procuring  them,  and  fpoiled,  by  force  of 
arms,  fuch  as  were  grown  opulent  through  the  long  continuance 
of  peace. 

We  mud  Hkewife  obferve,  that  the  incorporations  of  cities 
and  boroughs  was  the  work  of  the  Saxons,  as  manifeftly  ap- 
pears from  the  very  terms  that  arc  ftill  in  ufe,  and  which  arc 
not  to  be  underftood  or  explained,  but  from  a  competent 
knowledge  of  their  language  and  hiftory.  This  is,  at  once, 
a  clear  and  moft  confpicuous  teftimony  of  the  true  fpirit  of 
that  government,  which,  while  in  its  vigour,  provided  for  the 
fafety  and  profperity  of  the  people,  by  fecuring  the  liberties  and 
properties,  and  by  encouraging  the  induftry  and  integrity  of  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  men ;  which  was  the  true  reafon  that  the 
laws  of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  that  is,  the  laws  and  conftitu- 
tions  of  his  predeceflbrs,  colleded  and  reftored  by  him,  were 
fo  univerfally  approved  and  contended  for  by  the  Englilh  nation, 
as  their  peculiar  bleflings  and  birth-rights  after  the  conqueft ;  aa 
will  be  feen  in  the  fucceeding  chapters. 

But  above  all,  traders,  artificers,  and  manufafturers  of 
every  kind,  were  cfpecially  protcfted  and  encouraged  under  the 
Saxon  government.    They  had  their  rcfpcaivc  guilds,  or  fo- 
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c'icties  for  regulating  and  promoting  their  affairs ;  and  it  is  very  > 

remarkable,  that  there  was  no  left  attention  paid  to  the  cfta- 

blilhment  and  extenfion  of  thefe  leffcr  fraternities,  calculated  to 

maintain  order  and  juftice  amongft  fuch  as  gcJt  their  living  by 

their  labour,  than  of  the  larger  corporations ;  which  is  a  truth, 

that  all  who  are  acquainted  witli  our  records  and  ancient  hifto- 

rics  will  readily  admit :  and  therefore  it  would  be  very  uhne- 

ceilary  for  us  to  infift  longer  upon  this  topic,  though  it  was  very 

material  to  mention  it.  ^  i 

The  Danes,  after  the  firft  fury  of  war  was  over,  and  when  | 

they  came  to  be  united  to,  and  incorporated  with  the  Saxons,  | 

began  by  degrees  to  embrace  their  notions,  and  vifit  foreign  j 

nations,  as  well  in  a  commercial,  as  in  a  hoftile  manner;  and  j 

though  their  hiftorians  arc  more  inclined  to  prcferve  the  me- 
mory of  the  latter  than  the  former,  yet  there  is  nothing  clearer 
than  this  matter  of  faft,  by  which  the  fubjefts  of  the  Danifli 
monarchs  were  enabled  to  pay  thofe  prodigious  taxes  that  from 
time  to  time  were  levied  upon  them,  and  by  which  the  treafury 
of  Canutus  the  Great  was  fo  amply  fupplied,  that,  when  hp 
took  a  journey  to  Rome,  he  made  a  more  magnificent  appear* 
ance  there  than  any  Chriftian  prince,  who,  in  thofe  fuperftitiou$ 
times,  had  honoured  that  capital  with  his  prefence  5  and  is  re- 
corded to  have  fpent  and  given  away  fuch  immenfc  funis  of  ino» 
ney,  as  filled  all  Europe  with  amazement. 

But  though  the  Danes,  fettled  in  England,  departed  from  the 
manners  of  their  countrymen,  yet'  thofe  who  remained  at 
home  retained,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  martial  fpiriii  of  their 
anceftors,  and  held  in  the  higheft  contempt  every  kind  of  trade 
except  that  of  war.  We  ihall  fee,  however,  that  notwith* 
ftandlng  they  long  kept  up  a  claim  to  this  country,  they  were 
never  able  to  recover  it ;  becaufe,  after  a  few  difappointments, 
their  naval  power  funk,  and  they  were  no  longer  capable  of 
equipping  fuch  fleets  as  were  requifite  for  the  undertaking  fuch 
expeditions.  I  mention  this  circumllance  here,  that  the  reader 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  obferving  how  foon  a  naval  force  is 
worn  out,  when  employed  only  to  fervc  the  purpofes  of  ambi- 
tion ;  and  this,  notwithftanding  all  the  care  and  pains  that  can 
be  taken  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  a  nation,  and  fupport  an  cxaft 
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difcipline :  for  Canutus  the  Great  enabled  and  publiihed  a  bodjp 
of  laws  for  that  end,  which  they  would  certainly  have  anfwer«c 
^d^  if  the  thing  had  been  poffible  in  nature.  This  obfervation 
will  very  much  confirm  what  has  been  before  advanced,  in  re* 
fpe^  to  the  great  fleets  that,  for  the  courfe  of  above  a  century, 
were  maintained  by  the  Salmons  for  the  defence  of  their  coafts* 
Thefe  were  certainly  fupplied  with  fcamen  from  the  .(hips  em-r 
ployed  in  commerce,  the  only  eflfedual  ai^d  lafting  method  of 
inaintaining  maritime  power. 

It  will  not  appear  any  formidable  objedion  to  this,  that  the 
Danes  fettled  in  Normandy  grew  fo  ftrong,  as  not  only  to 
maintain  their  pofTcilion  of  that  country,  but  to  attempt  an4 
fucceed  in  their  fcheme  of  invading  this :  for  they  had,  in  a  great 
degree,  altered  their  meafures,  and,  by  the  conveuiency  of  their 
ports,  JFallen  into  a  confiderable  Qiare  of  commerce,  as  appears^ 
both  from  their  hiftory  and  laws,  (t  is  true,  the  old  martial 
fpirit  reigned  amongft  their  nobility,  who  ftill  difdained  any 
other  profeflion  than  that  of  arms ;  yet  this  did  not  hinder  a 
great  part  of  their  people  from  addicting  themfelves  to  quite 
another  cpu^fe  of  life,  by  which  they  drew  fuch  wealth  into 
that  country  as  enabled  their  dukes  to  live  in  fplendor  and  mag- 
nificence, and  fumiihcd  them  with  the  means  of  making  fuch 
powerful  armaments  as  could  never  have  been  fet  on  foot  but 
by  princes,  whofe  authority  upon  luch  occafions  could  extra£^ 
out  of  their  fubje£ls  coffers  thofe  treafures  that  by  their  induftry 
they  had  obtained.  The  fpoils  derived  from  military  excwn 
(ions,  and  the  riches  accruing  from  predatory  expeditions,  ard 
quickly  wafted,  and,  from  the  inftability  of  fortune,  feldom 
admit  of  recruits ;  but  in  countries  bleiled  with  commercci^ 
though  the  madnefs  of  princes  may  occafionally  lavifh  away 
great  fums.;  yet  the  returns  of  peace  give  their  fubje^  an  op- 
portunity of  recovering  again,  and  repairing  the  breaches  thai: 
have  been  made  by  fuch  miftakes. 

Hitherto  I  have  treated  things  more  largely  than  I  propofe 
to  do  in  my  accounts  of  the  fubfequenc  reigns,  down  to  that 
of  Henry  VII.  becaufe  this  period  hath  been  much  nc^lefied  5 
and,  from  an  unwillingnefs  to  fearch  into  the  records  of  antU 
guity,  we  have  been  made  to  believe,  that,  before  the  Roman 

conqueftj, 
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cdnquefty  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  were  an  inconfiderabk 
people>  which  wc  have  Ihcwn  to  be  very  falfe.  But,  from  the 
time  of  William,  furnamed  the  Conqueror,  our  modern  hifto- 
ries  are  more  fruitful}  and  therefore  we  may  be  allowed  a 
greater  brevity  there.  However,  we  (hall  take  notice  of  every 
thing  th^t  Is  material,  or  that  may  contribute  to  the  reader's 
having  a  juft  notion  of  the  ftate  our  naval  affairs  were  in  under 
the  rdgd  of  Our  monarchs,  refpcftively,  a3  well  as  of  the  rc» 
tnarkable  expeditions  in  their  times. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Englaivd,  during  the  reigns  of 
the  princes  of  the  Norraan  race,  viz.  William,  ftylcd 
the  Conqueror,  William  Rofus^  Henry  Beauclcrk, 
and  Stephen. 

Containing  the  fpace  of  about  88  years. 

OF  all  the  foreign  princes  who,  in  a  courie  of  agc^^ 
hsve  afccndcd  the  Engliik  throne,  William,  duke  of 
Normandy,  fecmed  to  promifc  the  bcft,  in  regard  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  which  he 
alTumed.  He  was  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  if  we  confider  him 
as  a  prince,  being  about  forty-three  years  of  age  when  he  came 
hither ;  had  been  a  fovereign  from  his  very  childhood,  and 
maintained  his  right  in  the  duchy  of  Normandy  againft  the  king 
of  France,  and  other  troublefome  neighbours,  with  fuch  con- 
ftancy  and  courage,  as  at  length  procured  him  fuccefs,  and  fixed 
him  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  dominions  left  him  by  his  father  *. 
He  had  many  opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  the  £ng- 

*  Oder.  Vital,  GuUcl.  Gemetic.    Les  Chroniftiei  de  NniQaodie. 
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B{h,  before  his  coining  hither,  by  the  near  relation  between 
King  Edward  the  CoufefTor,  and  his  father  Duke  Robert ;  and 
the  long  ftay  that  king  made  in  Normandy,  whilil  the  power 
of  the  Danes  fubCfled  in  England.  This  occaiioned  a  great 
intercourfe  between  the  Engliih  and  Normans,  dbring  the  reign 
of  that  king,  who  rendered  himfelf  fufpecred  to  the  former,  by 
his  extraordinary  kindneis  to  the  latter ;  which  might  pofllMy 
grow  from  a  mixture  of  fear,  as  well  as  love,  (ince  he  had  no 
other  fupport  againft  the  power  of  Earl  Godwin.  1  his  it  was 
that  induced  him  to  invite  Duke  William  hither  in  \i\ii  lifetime^ 
and,  accordingly,  he  made  him  a  vifiti>:  and  this  was,  un- 
doubtedly, the  chief  motive  of  his  feeding  him  with  hopes  of 
being- his  heir.  As  to  the  title  of  King  William,,  it  is  not  re« 
quifite  that  we  lliould  enter  into  a  minute  difcullion  of  ir^  and 
therefore  it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve^  that  he  claimed  three 
different  ways.  Fird,  by  donation  from  King  Edward;  fe- 
condly,  by  rrght  of  arms ;  whence,  in  fucceeding  times,  he  was 
furnamed  The  Conqueror ;  and  thirdly,  by  election  :  to  which 
fome  have  added  a  fourth  title>by  grant  from  the  Pope ;  though 
this  was  no  more  than  an  approbation  of  the  fird.  However 
he  came  by  the  crown,  he  certainly  condefcended  to  have  his 
right  recognized  by  rhe  people,  and  promifed  fole^^nly,  at  his 
coronation,  to  govern  as  his  Saxon  predeccilbrs  had  done ; 
though  he  afterwards  did  not  a£l  quite  fo  conformably  to  his 
oath  as  his  fubjcAs  expefted.  To  fay  the  truth,  he  was  of  a 
flern  and  arbitrary  difpofition^  which  did  not  very  well  agree 
with  the  temper  of  the  nation ;  and  from  this  diicordancy,  be- 
tween the  king's  humour  and  his  fubje^s  fentiments,  as  to 
their  own  rights,  fprung  the  many  diforders  which  happened 
during  his  reign,  and  the  miferies  brought  thereby  upo:4  the 
people }  of  which  we  have  ample  accounts  in  the  hlfiories  of 
thofe  times  ^. 

He  was  too  wife  a  king  not  to  difcem  the  importance  of  a 
naval  power,  and  too  high-fpirited  a  prince  to  fu5er  any  of 
the  prerogatives  claimed  by  his  predeceiTors  to  be  at  all  preju- 
diced by  his  condu£l.     But,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he 

fc  Chroniquef  de  Normandir,  fol.  54.  ^  Chronic.  Saxon.  Injrulph. 
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found  himfelf^  as  we  have  before  obferyed,  under  great  diffi- 
culties in  this  point*  He,  at  his  coming  from  Normandy,  af- 
fembled  all  the  {hipping  that  could  polTibly  be  had,  as  appears 
by  his  delaying  his  expedition  for  fome  time  for  want  of  Vef^ 
fels }  as  alfo  from  the  number  employed,  which  was  not  lefs 
than  nine  hundred ;  and  all  thefe,  as  we  have  heard,  he  burn- 
ed. The  greateft  part  of  the  Englifti  navy  was  carried  away 
by  the  fons  of  Harold,  and  other  malecontents,  fo  that  he  could 
hardly  bring  together  even  an  inconfiderablc  fleet ;  and  yet  the 
king  refolved  to  take  fome  care  of  a  matter  of  fo  great  impor- 
tance, before  his  return  into  Normandy.  With  this  view  hd 
pafl*cd  into  Kent,  where  the  natives  having  firft  procured  a 
recognition  of  their  rights,  delivered  up  to  him  the  caftle  and 
port  of  Dover,  which  was  what  he  principally  wanted.  Here 
he  placed  a  forong  garrifon ;  and,  having  by  this  time  coIleAed 
fome  fliips,  appointed  a  fquadron  for  the  guard  of  thefo  coafts ; 
and  embarked  a  part  of  his  army,  with  the  chief  perfons  in 
England,  whom  he  carried  with  him  as  hoftages  for  Norman- 
dy ;  intending  to  come  backj  as  he  did,  with  a  greater  force, 
to  fecure  himfclf  againft  any  dcfeftion  of  his  new  fubjcils,  as 
well  as  from  foreign  invafioiis,  with  both  which  he  was  threat* 
cned**. 

In  the  third  year  of  his  reign  %  that  ftorm  which  he  had 
forcfcen,  burft  upon  his  dominions  ^  and,  under  any  other  prince 
but  himfelf,  would  in  all  probability  have  been  fatal.  Our  mo- 
dern hiilorians,  efpecially,  relate  this  fo  lamely,  that  their  rea- 
ders can  fcarce  form  any  juft  idea  of  the  danger  the  nation  wtis 
in;  which  is  one  reafon  for  our  giving  a  detail  of  it :  and  bc- 
fides  this,  it  is  of  fo  great  confcquence  to  the  fobje£l  of  which 
wc  arc  treating,  and  fo  fully  proved  the  impoffibility  of  keeping 
Britain  without  a  fuperior  force  at  fea,  that  it  would  be  incx- 
cufeable  in  us  either  to  omit  or  curtail  it.  Immediately  after 
his  return  from  Normandy,  the  king  began  to  treat  the  Englifh 
lomewhat  feverely;  whereupon  many  of  the  mof^  confiderable 
perfons  retired  out  of  the  kingdom ;  fome  one  way,  fome  ano- 
ther. The  two  great  Earls,  Edwin  and  Morkcr,  with  many 
others  of  the  nobility,  and  not  a  few  of  the  clergy,  went  into 

<i  Chron.  Saxon,  a^l.  A.  D.  X067.    Gul.  Malme(b.  <ie  geftis.  reg.  Anglor.  lib* 
;ii.     Hcii.  Hunungd.  lib.  vH.     Inguiph.  HUl.  p.jioC}  901.        ^  A.  D.  lotfp. 
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Scotland  i  where  Edgar  Ethding  and  hU  family  took  (helter,  and 
from  whence  they  very  foon  invaded  the  north  part  of  England  <"* 
Other  lords  fled  to  Denmark  to  King  Swain  II.  who  bad  al- 
ways kept  up  a  claim  to  the  Englifh  crown,  and  who,  therefore^ 
readily  yielded  credit  to  their  aflurances,  that,  if  he  would  but 
fend  a  force  fufficient  to  give  them  encQuragement,  the  Englith^ 
dpecially  in  the  northern  parts,  would  throw  off  the  Norman 
yoke,  and  declare  for  him.  He,  therefore,  equipped  a  confU 
deraUe  fleet  (fome  copies  of  the  Saxon  chronicles  fay  240* 
others  make  them  300  fail)|  and  fent  them  under  the  command 
of  his  brother-in-law  Olborn,  his  fons  Harold  and  Canutus,  and 
fome  of  the  EngliOi  fugitives,  well  provided  with  all  things  ne* 
ceilary,  and  with  a  confiderable  body  of  forces  on  board :  fo 
that  nothing  lefs  than  fubduing  the  whole  kingdom  was  the  in* 
tent  of  this  expeditions. 

Few  undertakings  of  fuch  confequcnee,  and  wherein  fo  many 
perfons  of  diflS:rent  interefts  were  concerned,  had,  in  the  begin- 
ning, fo  good  fuccefs  as  that  of  which  we  are  fpeaking ;  £br  the 
DaniQi  fleet,  having  favourable  winds  and  fair  weather,  came 
fafely  into  the  mouth  of  the  Humber,  and  there  debarked  their 
forces  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  A.  P.  1069,  as  we  are  told 
by  Matthew  Paris  K  They  were  immediately  joined  by  Edgar 
Etheling,  the  earls  Edward  and  Morker,  the  famous  Earl  Wal« 
theof,  and  many  other  perfons  of  diilin£Uon,  with  a  great  army, 
compofed  of  Englifh  and  Scots,  and  then  moved  dire&ly  towarda 
York,  which  King  William  had  caufed  to  be  {fat)ngly  fortified. 
The  governor,  whofe  name  was  Mallet,  refolved  to  make  an 
obflinate  defence.  With  this  view  he  ordered  part  of  the  fub- 
urbs  to  be  fet  on  fire,  that  the  Danes  might  not  lodge  in  them 
on  their  approach ;  but,  through  fome  negligence,  the  fire  caught 
the  city,  and  burnt  a  great  part  of  it  before  it  could  be  extin- 
guifhed,  whi^h  gave  the  Danes  an  opportunity  of  gaining  it  aU 
mofl  without  a  ffaroke :  after  which  they  attacked  the  citadel, 
took  it,  and  put  three  thoufand  Normans  to  the  fword.  On  this 
foccefs^  as  the  Danifh  writers  fay.  Earl  Waltheof  was  left  there 
with  a  flrong  garrifon,  and  the  main  body  marched  dire£Uy  to- 

f  Chron.  Sixon.  A.  D.  lapS.  S  Chron.  Saxon.  A.  D«  i»tf8.  PooUnus» 
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vards  London  K  The  king,  however,  advanced  to  meet  them 
with  a  confiderable  army,  wafting  and  fpoiling  the  northern 
countries,  which  he  conceived  well  afFcfted  to  the  enemy,  and, 
as  fome  alledge,  fought  with,  and  gave  a  check  to  the  invaders ; 
but  our  graveft  hiftorians  report  the  fa£k  quite  otherwifc.  They 
fay,  that,  finding  his  troops  much  inferior  to  the  enemy,  he  en- 
tered into  a  private  treaty  with  Ofborn  the  Danifli  general,  and 
offered  him  an  immenfe  fum  of  money  for  himfelf,  with  free 
leave  to  plunder  the  northern  coafts,  if  he  would  be  content  to 
retire  with  his  forces  in  the  fpring ;  which  he  accordingly  ac- 
cepted :  fo  the  king  fpoiling  one  way  to  revenge  the  infidelity  of 
his  northern  fubjeds,  and  the  Danes  plundering  the  other,  they, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  returned  to  their  fleet  in  the 
Humber,  and  embarking  their  forces,  returned  home''.  But 
Swain,  king  of  Denmark,  being  foon  informed  that  his  hopes 
were  fruftrated  by  the  covctoufnefs  and  treachery  of  his  brother, 
rather  than  by  the  force  of  the  Normans,  he  banifhed  him,  as 
he  well  defaved'.  Thus  «nded  an  expedition  which  might  have 
produced  another  revolution  inouratlairs,  if  the  king's  prudence 
had  not  been  as  great  as  his  courage.  The  next  year,  the  Saxon 
chronicles  tell  us,  the  Danes  landed  again  in  the  ifle  of  Ely,  to 
which  abundance  of  malecontents  had  referred  ;  but,  being  able 
to  do  little,  Swain  made  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  England :  but 
his  fleet  failing  homewards,  laden  with  booty,  a  great  part  of  it 
was  forced  into  Ireland,  and  many  of  the  fliips,  with  all  their 
treafure  on  board  them,  foundered  ac  fea  ^.  But  as  to  this,  the 
Daniih  writers  are  filent. 

About  the  fame  time  «,  the  fons  of  the  late  King  Harold  came 
out  of  Ireland  with  a  fleet  of  fixty-fivc  fail,  and  landed  in  Sonier- 
fctlhirc,  where  they  committed  great  depredations;  till  Ednoth, 
who  had  been  an  old  fervant  of  their  father,  marched  againft 
them,  beat  their  forces,  and  obliged  them  to  retire  •.  They 
made  a  fecond  attempt,  the  year  following  p,  witli  a  fleet  of  Gxty 

i  Pontan.  rer  Danicar.  hift,  lib.  ▼.  Hcti.  Hiintingd,  hift.  lib.  v:i.  p.  3^9. 
Simeon  Duoclm.  A,  D.  1069.  ChDn.  Saxon.  A.  D  1069.  Ro^er.  de  Hovcdcn. 
p.  4JI,  4^*.     Alurcd.  Bcvcrl.  Annal.  lib.  ix.  p.  119.  k  Chron.  Saz?o. 

p.  174.     Pontanus  rerum  Dan.  hi(l.  l  Adam.  Bremenf.  Punian.  lib.  v. 
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iaOf  landed  hear  Exeter^  plundered  and  bomt  the  <ioofilr^| 
but  Sari  Brieii>  raifing  forces  and  fighting  thend  twice  in  oM 
day^  foreed  tbeto  again  to  flf*  with  the  lofs  of  (even  hundred 
ourn»  and  fi>ine  of  the  prindpal  nobility  of  Ireland  ;  which  fti 
broke  the  fpuits  of  that  nation,  as  to  difcourage  them  from  abet* 
ting  the  Eagliih  fogitifes  any  more  ">;  fo  that  the  foos  of  HaroUU 
Godvm,  and  £dta«nd»  retired  to  Dennurfc,  where  they  wore 
kiadly  rocciired,  and  fpent  the  ntoainder  of  their  dafft. 

Thcfis  accidents  convinced  d»  king  of  the  neceffity  of  haTing  • 
fleet  always  ready»  and  cbcreS>re  to  this  he  turned  his  thoughts  | 
and,  having  colle£ked  as  many  (kips  as  he  was  able^  he  employ-* 
ed  them  to  hinder  fuecours  from  comii^  to  the  rebels  in  the  ifb 
•f  Ely,  which  gave  kin  an  opportunity  of  entering  it  by  land^ 
and  reducing  to  his  obedience,  or  deftroying,  all  who  had  taken 
ihclter  there  ^  In  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign,  he  attacked 
Scotland  by  fea  as  wdl  as  land,  in  order  to  be  revenged  of  King 
Malcolm,  who  had  conftantly  aififted  all  the  difturbers  of  hid 
government,  and  quickly  brought  him  to  accept  a  peace  on  the 
terms  he  thought  fit  to  prefcribe  K  In  the  tenth  year  *  of  his 
reign  it  appears,  that  affairs  were  in  better  orderthan  they  had 
ever  been  before  :  yet  it  was  not  long  before  a  grcal  confpiracy 
was  formed  in  England ;  and  the  lords,  concerned  in  it*,  invited 
the  Welch  to  enter  the  kingdom  on  one  fide,  while  the  Danes 
invaded  it  on  the  other.  The  king  was  at  this  time  in  Normandy  ; 
but,  having  early  intelligence  of  what  pafled  in  his  abfence,  he 
quickly  returned  into  England,  feized  many  of  the  conQ>irators, 
and  difappointed  them  in  their  intended  rifing.  The  Danes, 
however,  under  the  command  of  Cantitus  the  Ton  of  king  S  wain^ 
came  with  a  fleet  of  two  kondred  fail,  upon  the  coaft,  and  even 
entered  the  mouth  of  the  Thames ;  but  not  finding  their  con- 
federates in  the  pofture  they  ejcpefked,  and  perceiving  that  the 
king  had  now  a  navy  as  well  as  an  army,  they  retired  to  Flan* 
4lcrs  without  undertaking  any  thing". 

For  nine  years  after,  the  king  remained  quiet  with  rcfpcft  to 
the  Danes,  who  were  involved  in  ib  many  troubles  ac  home,  that 

<l  Gol  Malme(b.  de  gcft.  reg.  Angfer.  lib.  iii.  r  A.  D.  Ie7».  •  Cbrolli 
Sixon.  A.  D.  1 07ft.     Alared.  BeverJ.  annal.  lib.  is.  t  A.  X>.  toj$, 
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they  had  no  leifure  to  vex  their  neighbours.  This  reTpite  1I14 
king  employed  in  iecuring  his  foreign  dominions  againft  tho 
attempts  of  the  king. of  France  in  taming  the  Welch,  and  new-i 
nodelling  afikirs  in  England,  fo  as  to  fuit  them  to  his  own  in-i 
tereft  and  inclination,  as  alio  to  the  raiCng  a  better  force  than 
l;>itherto  he  had  fitted  out  at  fea,  which  in  fome  meafure  he  ef-« 
feded.  In  the  twentieth  year  ^  of  his  reign,  when  he  thought 
to  have  taken  fome  reft  from  his  labours,  and  was  buficd  in  fet'r 
ding  his  affairs  in  Normandy,  he  was  alarmed  with  the  profpe£b 
of  new  danger,  by  receiving  intelligence,  th^t  the  Danes  were 
making  prodigious  preparations  for  the  conqoeft  of  England. 
Our  writers  are  far  from  giving  a  good  account  of  this  matter: 
^r  chough  they  tell  us  in  general,  that  mighty  things  were  inn 
tended,  and  a  vaft  fleet  drawn  together,  yet  they  deliver  no  ra* 
tional  motives  for  this  attempt.  Nor  are  they  lefs  deficient  in 
what  they  fay  of  the  ifliie  of  the  defign,  vts.  that  the  fleet  was 
detained  two  years  iq  the  harbour  by  contrary  winds ;  s^nd  at  laft 
the  enterprise  was  abandoned,  when  they  underftood  the  migh^ 
ty  preparations  made  in  England  to  receive  them.  But  we  meet 
with  a  ix^v^ct^  dearer  and  more  probable  ftarj  ii^  the  Daniil^ 
futhors. 

They-fay,  that  King  Canutus  IV.  as  foon  as  he  was  tho-s 
roughly  fettled  on  his  throne,  began  to  form  ^  dcfign  of  affert- 
•ing  the  title,  which  he  believed  his  father  Swain  had  left  him,, 
to  the  crown  of  England ;  to  which  he  was  chiefly  encouraged 
by  the  pcrfuafions  of  his  brother-in-law  Robert,  earl  of  Flan- 
ders,  who  proipifed  hioi  his  affiftance,  and  by  the  incitements 
of  the  Englilh  refugees,  who  afliired  him,  that  their  country, 
inen  were  quite  tired  out  with  the  intolerable  opprcffions  of  the 
J^ormans,  and  would  certainly  join  him,  if  he  landed  with  a 
Ibrce  fuQcient  to  prote£l  them.  Before  he  abfolutely  determined 
to  make  this  expedition,  he  a&ed  the  opinion  of  his  brother 
Olaus,  duke  of  Slefwick,  who  advifcd  him  to  undertake  it,  as 
4id  alfo  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom  :  upon  which  he  drew  toge- 
ther a  prodigiaus  fleet,  little  (hort  of  a  thoufand  fail,  and  put  on 
)>oard  them  all-forts  of  ammunition  and  provifion  for  the  great 
^y  of  troops  be  intended  to  embark  therein.  When  all  things 

^  A.  p.  loSi. 
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^drt  readj^  he  waited  fome  time  for  his  brother  Olaiu,  tnd  at 
hkft  growing  impatient,  he  went  to  fetch  him  out  of  bis  4^chy^ 
where  he  found  bim  plotting  his  ruin,  infiead  of  preparing  for 
the  voyage  to  England  y  upon  which  he  feized,  and  fcnr  him 
prlfoner  into  Flanders.  During  the  abfence  of  King  Canutus^ 
the  conijpirators  on  board  the  fleet  gave  out,  that  the  provifions 
were  not  wholefome^  that  feveral  of  the  veflels  were  leaky ;  that 
the  king's  mind  was  changed  $  and  that  the  beft  thing  they 
could  do  was  to  go  every  man  to  his  own  home ;  fo  that,  when 
Canutus  returned,  he  found  both  his  fleet  and  army  difpcrfed': 
which  is  certainly  a  better  account  of  the  mifcarriage  of  thisuar 
tdenaking,  than  the  long  continuance  of  crois  winds,  to  which 
fome  (or  the  efie£b  of  magical  inQhantments,  to  which  others) 
Sifcribe  it.  ^ 

Certain  it  is,  that  King  William  brought  over  from  Normandy 
fuch  an  army  as  his  fubje£b  till  then  had  never  fecn }  for  the 
knaincenance  of  which  he  not  only  opprefled  the  nation  for  the 
prefcut,  but,  laying  hold  of  the  general  confternation  the  people 
were  in,  ordered  the  famous  Doomfday^book  to  be  made,  where* 
in,  taking  an  account  of  every  foot  of  land  in  the  kingdom,  he 
learned,  to  the  laft  (hilling,  how  low  they  might  be  drained.  I 
know  fome  hiftorians  place  this  fa£t  in  another  light)  but  Ifol- 
low  the  Saxon  chronicle,  written  in  his  own  time,  but  with  a 
truly  Engliifa  fpirit;  and  therefore,  in  tbisrefpe£l,  the  beft guide^* 
To  fay  the  truth,  this  king  knew  how  to  make  advantage  of  all 
things  (  but  particularly  of  misfortunes  ^  for,  in  all  the  rebellions 
end  invafions  which  happened  during  his  reign,,  he  conftantly 
fpared  hie  Normans,  and  fubdued  the  Englifh  by  the  arms  of  the 
Englifli.  &Qy  on  the  rumour  of  this  invafion,  he  firft  took  oc« 
cafion  to  fill  the  country  with  his  foreign  foldiers,  and  then  piU 
laged  the  people  for  their  fubflftence,  and  to  fill  his  own  coffers. 
When  the  danger  was  almoft  over,  he  failed  to  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  that  it  might  appear  he  was  not  deftitute  of  a  naval 
force,  in  cafe  his  enemies  refumed  their  projeAs;  and  paflTed 

^  Ponun.  rernm  0inic.  hift.  lib.  ▼.  p.  197.  Gul.  Malmctb.  de  j^cfl.  reg.  kag» 
Sb.  ill.  f  Cbron.  Saxon,  p.  xStfi^  logvlplu  hlft.  Ool.  Malmelb.  Mat.  Parif. 

An  txce]knc  account  of  Doom fday .book,  cbe  reafoo  why  it  wai  made,  and  its 
contents,  ic  to  be  found  10  Robert  of  Gloaceiler*!  chrooidfi,  vol.  li.  p.  373*  ui 
Mr.  HearM*f  accorate  edition. 
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(rom  thence  into  Normandy  >•  The  next  year  he  engaged  in  it 
-wzr  with  France,  in  which,  thoagh  he  was  fucccfiifal,  yet  it 
coft  him  his  life ;  for,  advancing  too  near  the  flames  of  a  city 
which  he  caufec)  to  be  bomt,.  he  caught  a  fcrer  thereby,  dF 
which  he  died,  on  the  9th  day  of  September  1 087,  in  the  tweli* 
ty-firft  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  fixty-fourth  of  his  age.  The 
Saxon  chronicle  tells  us,  that  he  was  a  diligent  adive  prince^ 
and  extremely  jealous  of  his  forere^ilty  as  king  of  England. 
Wales  he  fubdtied,  tad  bridled  with  garrifbns,  awed  Scotland, 
prefer?ed  Norinandy,  in  its  full  extent,,  againft  all  the  attempts 
>f  the  French,  and,  if  he  had  Ixred  two  years  longer,  would 
have  redaced  Ireland  without  employing  arms  *.  In  a  word,  he 
was  in  England  a  great  king,  and  to  his  Normans  a  good  duke» 

William  IL  furottned  Rufus,  i.  i.  the  Red,  from  the  co- 
lour of  his  hair,  fiicceeded  his  fatiier,  though  without  fb  much 
36  a  phu&Ie  titk,  his  brother  Robert  not  oxriy  having  the  pre- 
tence of  birth,  but  likewrfe  a  plea  of  merit  much  fuperior  to  his* 
William,  however^  thought  he  might  well  atuin  by  fraud  what 
his  father  had  both  taken  and  kept  by  force ;  and  therefore,  ha* 
ving  the  good-will  ef  fome  of  the  clergy,  he  wifely  determined 
to  procure  that  of  the  nation  by  difiributing  among  them  his  fa* 
ther's  treafures.  To  this  end  he  made  hafte  to  England,  and 
gping  to  Wincheftcr^  where  his  father^s  wcahh  lay,  he  fcattered 
k  abroatf  in  fucb  9  manner,  that  the  pooreft  of  the  people,  in 
every  parifli  in  England^  fek  the  effe^  of  it :  fo  that,  en  his 
coming  to  London  ^t  Chsiftmas,  he  was  received  with  all  ima- 
ginable tokens  of  loyalty  and  affedion  K  He  eafily  difcemed^ 
that  bis  brother  Duke  Robert  would  not  &il  to  give  him  difiur* 
bance,  and  that,  whenever  he  inclined  to  do  it,  a  party  would 
not  be  wanting  to  aftdr  him  in  England  r  be  therefore,  to  fecure 
bimfe)f>  in  the  firft  place,  carefTed  all  the  Cngltih  nobility,  and, 
contrary  to  his  father^s  maxims,  preferred  them  to  the  Normans, 
not  out  of  any  love,  but  becaufe  he  faw  the  Normans  betrcF  af- 
fcftcd  to  his  brother :  yet,  whatever  the  motive  was,  the  thing 
itfclf  was  very  beneficial  to  the  people ;  for  it  once  again  put 

*  A.  D.  loSd.  •  Chron.  9axon.  p.  190, 1^.  Alared.  Beverl.  Aoaal.  lib.  ix. 
»  Cbron  Saxuti.  p.  ipx,  GoF!.  Malncib  deleft,  ug,  Anghr^  Ub.  iv.Hco.  Ham 
tjn^d.  htftr  lib.  vii. 
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aritis  into  cbeir  haftds,  and  tLereby  gate  them  a  potrer  of  obU- 
ging  tbcir  prineet  to  keep  their  promifts  longer  than  they  in* 
tended.  Another  expedient  of  bis  was  of  no  lefs  advantage ; 
he  permitted  the  Englifh  to  fit  out  fhips  of  force  to  a£t  againft 
Us  enemies ;  and  we  fball  quicUj  fee  what  profit  the  kin^ 
reaped  from  this  indnlgence  ^. 

Robert,  the  eldcft  fon  of  the  conqneror,  was  in  Germany 
when  hb  father  died  ;  whence  he  quickly  returned  to  take  pof- 
felEon  of  the  duchy  of  Normandy,  in  which  he  met  with  tit> 
cppo(ition<>.  When  he  was  fettled  there,  he  tm-ned  bis  thoughtfs 
upon  England,  where  his  uncle  Odo,  earl  of  Kent,  had  formed 
a  ftrong  party  for  the  fupport  of  his  title.  They  forprifed  and 
fortiited  feveral  cafttes  i  and  If  Robert,  who  had  a  good  army 
in  Normandy,  and  flrips  enough  to  tranfport  them,  had  been  aa 
diligent  in  his  own  affair  as  thofe  who  abetted  his  intereft  here» 
he  had  certainly  carried  his  point,  and  transferred  the  crown  tt> 
his  own  from  Ids  brother's  head :  but  be  contented  himfeff  with 
fending  a  few  troops  hither,  which,  howsYcr,  landed  without 
oppofidon,  the  king  hamg  no  navy  to  oppofe  them.  Bat  th& 
Englifh  obferving  that,  after  this,  they  began  to  pafs  the  feas 
careleisly,  attacked  them  as  occafioil  offered,  took  their  fhip^, 
and  deftroyed  multitudes  of  men ;  fo  that,  in  a  little  time,  Ro- 
beit  was  glad  to  defift  firom  his  pretenfions  to  the  kingdom  i 
and  the  king,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  rrign,  invaded  Nor* 
maddy  both  by  fea  and  land :  but,  by  the  interpoGtiod  of 
friends,  their  diSerences  were  compofed,  and  for  the  prefent 
the  brothers  reconciled^. 

The  year  following,  the  king  refolmg  to  be  revenged  on  the 
Scots  f,  who  had  invaded  his  dominions  while  he  was  in  Nor- 
mandy, prepared  to  attack  them  with  a  confiderable  land  force, 
aAd  at  the  fame  time  fitted  out  a  great  fleet.  Duke  Robert,  who 
-was  then  in  England,  was  mtrufted  with  the  management  of 
^is  expedition,  which  was  far  from  anfwering  the  expedations 
raifed  thereby :  for  the  fleet  not  being  ready  till  towards  Mi- 
cfaaelmas,  there  happened  fuch  ftorms  on  theScottifli  coaft,  that 
abundance  of  fliips  were  loft,  and  many  more  difabled :  the  army, 
too,  foficred  exceedingly  by  the  fcverity  of  the  weather ;  and 

c  Roger.  Ifovedcd.  p.  4<u  45*.  Joban.  Brompt.  Chfon.  int.  x.  fcript. 
4  A.  D.  108&.  <  A.  D.  10  ^»,  f  A.  D.  1091. 
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sifter  all,  Duke  Robert  was  glad,  by  the  intcrpofitton  of  Edgaf 
Athelingy  to  make  peace  with  Malcolm  king  of  Scots ;  which 
the  king  ratified,  without  intending  to  iceep  it^.  After  this,  diere 
is  little  occurs  in  his  reign  as  to  naval  expeditions,  except  fre^ 
quent  invafions  of  Normandy ;  which  (hews  he  was  fuperior  at 
fea,  and  that  he  might  have  made  a  great  figure  by  his  maritime 
power,  if  he  had  been  fo  inclined.  But  he  had  other  views,  and 
was  particularly  difpofed  to  bring  the  Welch  under  fubje^on  | 
in  order  to  which,  he  allowed  the  nobility  on  the  borders  to 
undertake  expeditions  at  their  own  expcnce,  and,  in  confequencc 
of  that,  for  their  own  advantage. 

An  accident  happened  in  one  of  thefc  expeditions  ^,  which 
(hews  how  much  maritime  affairs  were  then  negle^led,  and  how 
imprudent  a  thing  it  is  to  depend  on  armies  without  fleets* 
Hugh  carl  of  Shrewfljury,  and  Hugh  earl  of  Chcftcr,  invaded 
the  ifle  of  Anglefey,  and  eafily  fubdued  the  inhabitants,  whoaa 
they  plundered,  and  ufed  very  cruelly :  but,  in  the  midft  of  their 
fuccefs,  one  Magnus,  a  Norwegian  pirate,  came  from  the  Ork* 
.  neys,  which  were  then  fubje£l  to  the  Danes,  with  a  fmall  fqua* 
dron  of  (hips,  and,  landing  in  Anglefey  unexpectedly,  defeated 
thefe  infolent  invaders,  killed  the  earl  of  Shrew(bury  upon  the 
fpot,  and  carried  off  all  the  fpoil  that  he  and  his  afibciates  had 
taken.  Not  long  after  this.  King  William  being  informed,  that 
the  city  of  Mans  was  befieged,  he  refolvcd  to  go  to  its  relief  t 
and  though  his  nobility  advifed  him  to  (lay  till  a  fquadron,  at 
leaft,  could  be  drawn  together,  yet  he  abfolutely  refufed  to 
make  any  delay,  but,  going  on  board  a  fmall  veiTel,  obliged  the 
mafter  to  put  to  fea  in  foul  weather,  for  this  wife  reafon,  that  he 
never  heard  a  king  of  England  was  drowned ;  and  (b,  landing 
at  Barfleur  with  the  troops  he  had  in  Normandy,  relieved  the 
place.  How  much  foever  fome  commend  this  aAion,  it  was  not 
ceitainly  either  prudent  or  honourable,  as  exprefi^ng  rather  aa 
Intemperate  courage,  than  any  fober  refolution  of  maintaining 
his  dignity,  which  would  have  been  better  provided  for  by  keep-*  i 
ing  a  navy  in  conftant  readinefs  K  This  appears  alfo  to  have 
been  the  king's  own  fentiments  :  for,  on  his  return  to  England^ 
the  next  year,  his  firft  care  was,  to  put  his  marine  in  a  better 

f  Chron.  Sazon.  p.  197*    Alored.  Bererl.  lib.  xu  ^  A*  D*  i9Pf  • 
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condition ;  and>  having  formed  fome  new  projefls,  he  drew  to- 
gether a  very  coniiderable  fleet)  at  the  fame  time  that  he  raifed 
a  very  great  army ;  but  before  all  things  could  be  got  ready,  he 
was  taken  off  by  a  fudden  and  violent  death.  For  going  to 
Iiunt  in  New-Foreft,  he  was  (hot  accidentally  by  an  arrow's 
glancing  againft  a  tree  \  fo  that,  after  fetching  one  deep  groan, 
he  died  on  the  fpot.  The  current  of  our  modern  hiftories  have 
fixed  this  fa£l  on  one  Sir  Walter  Tyrrel ;  but  feveral  ancient 
writers,  fpeaking  of  the  king's  death,  do  not  meYition  this  gen- 
tleman :  and  a  contemporary  author  affirms,  that  he  had  often 
heard  Sir  Walter  declare,  that  he  was  in  another  part  of  the 
foreft  at  the  time  of  the  king's  death,  and  that  he  knew  not 
how  it  happened  K  Thus  the  rumours  in  one  age  become  hi£» 
tory  in  the  ne^ct.  This  accident  fell  out  on  the  fecond  of  Au- 
guft,  in  the  year  iioo,  when  the  king  had  reigned  almoft  thir- 
teen, and  lived  fomewhat  more  than  forty-two  years.  He  was 
certainly  a  prince  of  high  fpirit,  and  quick  parts,  but  had  little 
tendemeis  for  his  fubjedts ;  and  though  he  made  a  better  king 
than  his  father,  to  the  EngliOi,  yet  it  was  merely  becaufe^  he 
had  more  need  of  them,  as  appeared  by  the  difference  of  his 
condu£l  in  time  of  diftrefs ;  and,  when  the  fituation  of  his  af« 
fairs  was  mended,  through  their  afliilance :  for  be  grew  then  as 
carelefs  in  performing,  as  he  had  been  lavifh  before  in  promi- 
sing. So  that  his  d^ath  was  looked  on  as  a  deliverance,  though 
}ie  left  the  fuccei&on  unfettled,  and  all  things  in  confuCon* 

Henrt,  the  youngeft  (bn  of  the  conqueror,  from  his  being 
hred  to  learning,  furnamed  Beauclerk,  ftept  into  the  vacant 
throne,  while  his  brother  Robert  was  in  the  Holy  Land  K  He 
had  a  bad  title,  though  varniflied  with  many  fair  pretences : 
fuch  as  his  being  born  after  his  father  became  king }  drawing 
his  firft  breath  in  Englands  and  having  ever  ihewn  a  great  af- 
fection for  his  countrymen,  Tet  the  favour  of  the  clergy,  and 
particularly  the  Archbi(hop  of  Canterbury,  was  the  chief  caule 
of  his  peaceable  acceflion  }  as  his  being  very  rich,  and  knowing 
vreU  how  to  diftribute  his  money,  gained  him,  after  his  accef- 
.iion,  many  friends.    In  the  very  dawning  of  his  reign,  he  dit 

k  A  qnodam  ex-fois  fagitta  occifoi,  fays  the  Saxon  Chron.  p.  107.  Soger  m 
^i^  Jt^udovid  Crafli.  )  A.  D.  1x00. 
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€0fore4  an  admurabk  laknt  for  goveromeotf  doing  more  gqoi 
tbhig9  tban  bis  brptbear  had  ever  promifed.  He  reftored,  in  t 
great  m^afure)  the  Saxon  Uv$»  pref<rrred  virtuous  and  able 
Hien  I  eafed  the  people  of  their  taxes^  and  provided  for  the  fc 
eurity  of  the  fea$  }  procKioting  atfo,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power, 
tbe  trade  and  navigation  of  bis  fubje^^.  Still  more  to  ingrati* 
ate  bimfelf  with  the  eonaomiH  be  efpoufed  Matilda>  the  Ma 
of  Edgar,  Ung  of  Scots,  who  was  niece  to  Edgar  EtheUog, 
the  true  heir  of  the  Saxon  line :  all  this  he  did  with  great  fin* 
eerit;  of  heart,  and  not  ftom  thofe  princi{4es  of  Norman  cun- 
ziing,  wherein  confifted  the  feeming  vrijiiom  of  bis  brotlier. 
He  carried  his  afiedVion  for  the  Engliib  farther  fttU,  bj  doing 
them  juftice  upon  their  oppreflors ;  indprifouing  the  bilbop  of 
Cbefter  in  the  Tower,  ^ho  had  been  the  principal  advifer  of 
William  Rufus,  in  all  his  arbitrary  exaflioni"*.  In  confequence 
of  all  this,  he  either  had,  or  ought  to  have  had,  the  entire  af- 
fection of  his  fubjefls.  But  his  wifdom  would  not  allow  him 
to  truil  entirely  to  that ;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  he  under- 
fiood  that  his  brother  Robert  was  returned  into  Normandy,  and 
received  there  in  triumph,  he  provided  for  the  fecurtty  of  bis 
dominions  by  the  moft  natural  method,  that  of  increaiing  his 
ftrenglh  at  fea,  and  giving  directions  to  his  officers  who  had 
the  cuftody  of  the  coafts^  called,  in  the  language  of  thofe  times, 
l^utfecarles,  to  be  vigilant  in  preventing  all  perfons  from  comii^g 
out  of  Normandy  into  England  K 

Time  plainly  difcovercd  the  wifdom  of  the  king's  precaution : 
for  Duke  Robert,  who  was  returned  with  a  great  reputation, 
and  who  was  a  prince  endowed  with  many  amiable  qualities, 
^qoickly  renewed  his  pretenfions  to  the  Englifh  crown  ;  prepa* 
ring  both  a  fleet  and  an  army,  in  order  to  pafs  over  into  England 
with  greater  ftrength,  and  hopes  of  better  fuccefs  than  ht  had 
fiDrmerly.  All  our  luftorians,  however,  agree,  that,  if  King 
Henry's  commanders  at  fea  had  done  their  duty,  he  would  ne- 
ver have  fet  his  feet  on  this  ifland  by  force.  But  it  fo  happened, 
that,  either  out  of  hopes  of  profit,  or  from  the  natural  levity 
of  their  difpofitions,  fcveral  of  them  inclined  to  the  duke }  and, 

^  Ghron.  Saxon.  A.  D,  ixoo.  Gnl.  Ma'mefb.  de  geft.  reg.  Anjj.  lib.  v. 
Mtrth.  Paris,  p.  55.  Eidmer.  hidor.  Novor.  lib.  iit.  Alured.  BevcH,  Anna], 
Mb.  tx.  '^  Roger  H«Teden,  p.  46Z,  46^.     Florcoc.  Wigoro,  ad  A.  D. 
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is  fooii  as  they  knew  his  fleet  was  at  fca,  ^cnt  oivcr,  with  theii' 
f^ips,  int6  hii  IcrVicc:  by  which  means  he  landed  fafelyat 
Portfmouth  with  a  gallant  army «.  King  Henry,  however, 
had  tiot  been  idle  $  bm  had  a  confiderable  force  about  him, 
when  he  receiVcd  this  news ;  upon  which  he  marched  dir^ly 
to  Haftings,  where  he  was  joined  by  many  of  the  nobility ; 
though  ifbme  of  thefcj  too,  afterwards,  went  over  to  his  brother. 
When  things  were  on  the  point  of  being  determined  by  arms, 
and  a  feeond  battle  of  Haftings  feemcd  to  be  the  only  method 
of  clearing  the  royal  title,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
fome  other  great  n^en^  tnterpofed,  and  brought  about  an  ac- 
commodation^ by  which  the  kingdom  was  left  to  Henry,  and 
la  penfion  of  three  thoufand  merks  was  referv ed  to  Rbbert  ^ ; 
who,  after  a  (by  of  fix  months  in  his  brother's  court,  returned 
into  Normandy,  very  well  fatisfied  :  though  he  did  not  continue 
fo  long ;  perceiving  plainly,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  he  wb0 
wanted  refoiution  enough  to  contend  for  a  kingdom,  was  not 
likdy  to  prefeirve  i^  dukedom  in  quiet :  and  this  jealoufy  drew 
upon  him,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  very  thing  that  he  feared,  at 
our  htftoricns  relate  at  large,  and  as  I  fhall  briefly  /hew,  fo  far 
fts  it  concerns  the  fubjcA  of  which  I  am  treating. 

After  various  paflages  into  Normandy,  the  king,  at  lall,  de^ 
termtned  to  make  an  abfolute  conqueft  of  it ;  pretending,  that 
fae  was  afhamed  to  fee  his  brother  not  able  to  live  upon  his  re^ 
\renuesr,  though  he  had  not  been  aihamed  to  take  from  him,  as 
a  gift,  the  penfion  of  three  thoufand  marks  per  annum^  which 
Ihc  had  forctd  him  to  icccpt  in  lieu  of  the  crown.  With  this 
view  he  raifed  a  great  army,  and  a  fleet  proportionable,  with 
Which  he  croffcd  the  fca  ^  5  and,  in  a  fhprt  fpace,  conquered 
the  greatcft  part  of  his  brother's  dominions.  That  flout  prince, 
Whofe  fpirit  was  always  fuperior  to  his  power,  refolved  to  ha- 
kard  all  bravely  in  the  field,  rather  than  remain  fafe  in  his  per* 
ion,  but  ftripped  of  his  dominions.  Full  of  this  generous  re* 
(blution  he  gave  his  brother  battle,  wherein  he  (hewed  all  the 
courage  and  conduft  of  an  experienced  commander ;  yet,  in  the 
end,  was  routed,  taken  prifoner,  and  thenceforward  never  en- 

®  A.  D.  iioi.         P  Chron.  Saxon,  p,  xop.    Mat,  Paris,  p.  98.     Gol.  MaI- 
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joyed  cither  land  or  liberty  more  ^  The  Englifh  writers  are 
fond  of  remarking,  that  this  conqueft  of  Normandy  happened 
that  very  day  forty  years,  on  which  his  father,  by  the  battle  of 
HaftingSi  obtained  the  crown  of  England :  but,  as  to  what  they 
relate  further,  of  Dake  Robert's  having  his  eyes  put  otit,  and 
dying  of  fpite,  becaufe  the  king  fent  him  a  robe  that  was  too 
little  for  himfelf  * ;  they  are  fa&s,  if  not  falfe,  very  doubtful  at 
leaft,  and  therefore  not  haftily  to  be  credited* 

As  Normandy  could  not  have  been  conquered  without  a  con- 
Cderable  fleet,  fo  it  would  quickly  have  been*  loft  again,  if  the 
king:  had  not  been  fuperior  to  his  neighbours  at  Tea ;  for  the  king 
of  France  was  very  defirous  of  fetting  up  William,  the  fon  of 
Duke  Robert,  and  nephew  to  the  king,  in  the  room  of  his  fa- 
ther. This  obliged  King  Henry  to  make  frequent  voyages  thi- 
ther, and.  to  be  at  great  expence,  as  well  in  gratifying  the  FVench 
lords,  as  in  maintaining  an  army  and  fleet  for  its  defence;  which 
did  not,  however^  hinder  him  from  chaftifing  the  Welch,  when 
they  took  up  arms  againft  him,  or  from  fending  to  the  affiftance 
of  the  Chriflians  in  the  Holy  Land,  as  great  Succours  as  any 
prince  of  bis  time  ^  Indeed,  his  remarkable  felicity,  in  attain- 
ing almoft  every  thing  he  undertook,  put  much  in  his  power ; 
and  hb  had  too  elevated  a  foul  not  to  ufe  what  he  pofTcfied. 

He  received,  however,  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  his  rcign", 
a  very  confiderable  check :  for  having  fettled  every  thing  in 
Normandy  to  his  good  liking,  where,  for  that  purpofe,  he  had 
refided  for  many  years;  he  rcfolved  to  return  to  England,  with 
all  the  royal  family.  His  only  fon  William,  whom  he  had  made 
duke  of  that  country,  and  who  was  alike  the  delight  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  of  the  nation,  ordered  a  new  fliip  to  be  built,  for 
the  commodious  carriage  bf  himfelf,  and  many  of  his  princely 
relations :  thefe,  accordingly,  embarked  on  the  26th  of  No* 
vembcr,  the  weather  fine,  and  the  wind  fair.  The  prince,  ha- 
ving made  the  hearts  of  the  failors  merry,  propofcd  to  them  a 
reward,  in  cafe  they  could  outiail  the  veflel  in  which  his  father 

'  Chron.  Sjxon.  p.  113,114-    Mat.  Paris,  p.  61.     Gul.  Malmefb.  ixc, 
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rity  ;  but  the  Sazoo  cbroiiicle  is  iilcnt ;  and  Maimcfbury  commends  King  Henry's 
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was.  In  attempting  this,  they  ventured  too.n^ar  the  (bore,  and 
unfortunately,  juft  as  it  fell  dark,  ran  upon  a  (hoal  of  rocks, 
then  known  by  the  name  of  bhatteras.  The  boat  was  prefent* 
If  put  out,  and  the  prince,  with  fome  few  about  him,  got  into 
it,  and  might  have  been  yet  fafe,  if,  moved  bv  the  cries  of  hit 
fifter,  the  Countcfs  of  Perche,  he  had  not  returned,  with  an 
intent  to  uke  her  in ;  which  gave  fo  many  .an  opportunity  of 
crowding  into  the  boat,  that  it  funk,  together  with  the  ihip  ^ 
every  foul  going  to  ths  bottom  except  a.  butcher,  who  very 
ftrangely  efcaped,  by  clinging  to  the  main-mnft  ^.  There  pc-» 
riflied,  by  this  misfortune,  about  two  hundred  perfons ;  which 
enaJries  us  to  give  fome  guefs  at  the  bulk  and  burden  of  (hips 
in  Aofe  days'. 

Other  circumftances  in  this  king's  reign,  I  find  none  of  weight 
enough  to  defcrve  mentioning :  I  fhall  therefore  content  my* 
felf  with  obferving,  that,  by  feveral  laws  relating  to  trade,  (par-- 
iicularly  one,  which  gave  every  wreck  to  the  owners,  if  a  living 
thing  was  found  on  board),  he  manifefted  his  intention  to  com* 
jnerce,  and  his  care  of  maritime  affairs  '•  To  this  we  may  add^ 
that  the  Danifh  prince  of  the  Orkneys  niade  him  frequent  pre- 
fents,  as  teflimouies  of  his  veneration  and  refpedk ;  and  though 
Morchad,  king  of  Ireland,  whom  the  writers  of  that  country 
ftyle  Murchertus  O'Brian,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  treats* 
cd  the  Lnglifh  but  indifferently  $  yet,  on  King  Henry's  threaten- 
ing to  prohibit  all  commerce  with  that  ifland^  he  came  to  a  juft 
fenie  of  his  folly,  and  ever  after  behaved  as  became  him  to- 
wards the  fubjeds  of  fo  great  a  prince  ^«  It  is  in  ibme  meafure 
wonderful,  that,  coniidering  the  many  and  great  fatigues  this 
prince  underwent,  he  was  not  fooner  worn  out :  but,  as  he  was 
fortunate  in  all  other  things,  fo  in  this  alfo  he  was  happy, 
that  he  enjoyed  a  longer  life  and  rule  than  his  predeceiTors ;  dy- 
ing on  December  2,  1 135  ;  after  having  reigned  thirty- five,  and 
lived  near  iixty-eight  years  *•  He  was  a  monarch  of  great  en- 
dowments, improved  by  an  excellent  education,  who  iincerely 

^  Chron.  Saxon,  p.  %ix.     Gul.  Malmelt).  Men.  Huntingd.  Matih.  Paris,  ^c^ 

*  Atared.  Beverl.  annstl.  lib.  ix.  p.  148.  Robert  of  Gloucen«r*i  chr.mide,  p. 
438.  conuinc  a  very  parttcaiar  and  curioot  accoant.  y  Selden.  Jui.  Ang, 
iot.  opcr.  torn.  iv.  p.  1009.             *  Gul.  Malme(b.  de  ge(l.  rcg.  Angl.  lib.  v* 

*  Clu9Q«  Saxon*  p.  »37t    Match.  Pari*,  Gnl.  Malmefb,  &c, 
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Idyed  the  Eogliftiy  gnd  had  always  a  juft  regard  to  the  hooo^ 
<^f  his  crown. 

Stephen,  Earl  of  Blois,  nepheiT}  by  the  father^  fide,  to 
the  late  king,  an4»  by  his  mother,  grandfon  to  William  the 
oonqueror,  by  cajoling  the  Englifh  lords,  promifing  wholly  to 
remit  danegeld,  and  to  eafe  them  in  other,  particular?,  attained 
the  poficflion  oJF  the  Engliih  crown,  to  the  prejudice  of  Maud 
the  emprefs  ;  through  the  fame  arts,  precifely,  whereby  her  f^ 
ther  had  defrauded  his  brother  Duke  Robert.  This  king  Ste*^ 
pben  was  a  prince;,  who,  abating  his  ambition,  bad  few  pr  no 
fices ;  br^ve  in  his  perfon,  a  good  officer  j  and  who,  in  all  pro* 
bability,  would  have  made  an  excellent  king,  if  he  had  come  to 
die  throne  with  a  better  title^  smd  thereby  fecured  a  more  peace- 
able pofleffion  :  but,  being  involved  in  wars  and  di(putes,  almoft 
his  whole  reign,  and  having  given  up  or  relinquiibed  that  tzx^ 
by  which  he  (hould  have  fecured  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea^ 
which  promife  he  exa£^ly  kept ;  we  need  not  wonder,  that  wq 
Jiave  lefs  to  fay  of  him  than  of  the  other.  Norman  prince ''^ 

.  In  the  third  year  oif  his  reign,  he,  with  a  great  fle^t,  and  a 
coniiderable  army  on  board,  invaded  Normandy  :  and  though 
Ceofirey  Earl  of  Anjou,  the  hufband  of  Maud  the  emprefs, 
did  allin  his  power  to  defend  it ;  yc(  he  rejoined  that  dukedom 
to  the  Engliih  crown,  intending  to  have  beftowed  it  on  hb  foo 
Euftace.  However,  his  affairs  had  not  this  profperous  current 
long  i  for,  after  many  domeflic  troubles,  h\s  competitor  Mau^ 
landed  in  England,  and  laid  claim  to  the  crown  ^  Though 
her  retinue  was  very  fmall,  fcarce  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  num- 
ber,  yet  ihe  quickly  grew  ftrong  enough  to  give  the  king  a 
jpreat  deal  of  trouble  :  nay,  at  length  fhe  became  fo  powerful^ 
that  (he  took  him  prifoner,  and  fent  him  to  be  kept  at  Briftol  i 
where,  by  her  orders,  he  was  put  into  irons ;  yet  afterwards 
exchanged  for  her  baftard  brother,  Robert  Earl  of  Gloucefter. 
This  potent  lordf  eroding  over  into  Normandy,  recovered  it  for 
his  fifter  and  her  fon  Henry  5  and  then  returning,  is  recorded  to 
have  invaded  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  a  fleet  of 
£fty-two  fail }  which  (hows  how  low  the  maritime  firength  of 


b  Cfaroo.  Saxon,  p.  238,  Matth.  P«rit,  Illd.  Angl.  p.  74, 95.  Got  1 
.Wft.  Dcvel.  lib.  I.  «  A.  X>.  1X40. 
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f;h«  nation  was  then  fallen,  and  what  mighty  mifchiefii  follow 
from  a  conteftcd  fucceffion,  which,  however  it  may  end  a$  to 
princes,  is  fure  to  be  alyrays  fatal  to  their  fubjcAs  <*, 

Indeed  this  reign  of  King  Stephen,  if  our  beft  hiftories,  and 
the  Saxon  c)ironicle  efpeciallyt  be  worthy  of  credit,  was  moft 
unfortunate  for  the  people ;  expofing  them  to  fuch  miferies  and 
diftrefles  as  in  times  paft  they  had  never  felt,  and  which  woukl 
hardly  meet  with  any  belief  now.  Amongft  all  their  grievances 
this  was  none  of  the  lead,  that  there  was  a  total  ftagnation  of 
trs»de,  much  counterfeit  money,  and  no  fecuriry  for  foreigti 
merchants  j  remedies  for  all  which,  are  exprefbly  provided  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  made  with  Henry  Duke  of  Normandy,  by 
King  Stephen,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reigq,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  king's  charter,  whereof  an  authentic  cq>y  is 
prelerved  in  Holing(hed-s  chronicle,  and  no  where  elfe^.  The 
king  did  not  live  long  after  this  fettlement  of  his  afi:airs ;  other-? 
wife  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  done  his  utmoft  to  re* 
ftore  things  to  a  better  ftate ;  about  which,  when  his  mind  was 
employed,  he  was  carri^  off,  by  a  complication  of  diilemperSf 
on  Oftober  25,  11 54;  when  he  had  reigned  near  nineteen 
years.  A  great  captain,  fays  Matthew  Paris  ;  and  moft  of  our 
other  hiftorians  agree  as  to  his  perfonal  qualifications,  a  good 
king.  Only  that  ancient  and  venerable  book,  the  Saxon  chro* 
fiide,  which  ends  with  bJs  reign,  fet$  down  nothing  but  cal^ 
snities  and  misfonunes  which  happened  therein  :  and  yet  this 
prince  had  a  reputation  for  piety^  and  was  remarkably  kind  td 
the  monks.  I  mention  this  particularly,  to  ihew  the  impartia. 
lity  of  that  authentic  hiftory^^  which  well  defcrves  to  be  tran£> 
lated  from  the  tongue  of  our  anceftors  into  modern  £ngli(h, 
and  would  afford  fuch  as  prefer  truth  to  fine  language,  much 
fatisfa£Upn. 

AccoEDiNG  to  the  method  I  have  hitherto  followed,  I  ought 
to  ipeak  now  of  inch  difcoveries  as  were  made  within  this  fpace 
©f  time,  or  extraordinary  a£ls  performed  by  private  pcrfons : 
jn  rcfpeft  to  which,  however,  1  fhall  not  detain  the  reader 
Jong;  becaufe,  in  the  firft  place,  we  have  not  much  of  this 

^  Gill.  Nenbrigcn.  lib.  1.  cap.  I?.  Kic.  Trivet.  Annal,  Robert  of  Glomcf. 
ter'i  cbrgmck,  p.  4(0.  «  Vol.  is.  p.  tf». edit.  1587. 
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kind  to  note  j  and  fecondly,  what  there  is,  hath  been  already 
examined  by  Hakluyt  and  other  coUe£bors,  and  therefore  ma/ 
be  prefumed  to  be  fufficiently  known  already.  Such  are  che 
travels  of  Aluted,  biiliop  of  Worccfter,  in  the  year  1058,  to 
Jerufalemf  ^  the  journey  of  Ingulphus,  abbot  of  Croyland,  to 
the  fame  place  in  1004* ;  both  which  are  private  tranfadions* 
and  only  prove  that  Engliihmen  were  as  forward  as  any,  m 
thofe  days,  in  undertaking  fucb  journies  as  might  contribute  to 
the  increafe  either  of  their  knowledge  or  reputation.  As  to  the 
expeditions  of  Edgar  Atheling,  they  are  fomewhat  of  a  diffe- 
rent kind  J  and  are,  in  ibme  meafure,  pf  national  importance. 
His  high  quality,  as  the  true  heir  of  the  £ngUfh  crown,  made 
all  his  anions  very  confpicuous,  during  the  times  in  which  he 
lived  ;  and,  as  he  often  found  it  troublefome  ftaytng  at  home, 
under  the  eye  of  fucb  as,  to  his  prejudice,  were  veiled  with 
fupreme  power,  and  bore  him  no  good-will  ^  fo  he  chofe  |q  (ig« 
nalize  his  courage  abroad,  in  fuch  adventures  as  fell  in  his  way. 
Thus  he  commanded  a  body  of  Normans,  which  were  fent  in*- 
to  Apulia  ^  ;  and  returning  out  of  Italy  with  honour,  he  then 
applied  himfelf  to  Hobert,  duke  of  Normandy,  who  treated 
him  with  kindnefs  and  refpcft,  and  with  whom  be  went  to  Je- 
rufalem  i  where  he  likewife  gained  fuch  great  reputation,  that, 
firft  the  emperor  of  Conftantinople,  and  then  the  emperor  of 
Germany,  would  willingly  have  detained  him  in  their  courts : 
l>ut  he  came  back  in  1102,  and  was,  four  years  afterwards, 
taken  prifoner  with  duke  Robert,  in  Normandy  i.  One  of  o.ur 
moft  famous  hiftorians,  who  was  his  contemporary,  reproaches 
him  fcverely  for  his  not  accepting  the  offers  that  were  made 
him  abroad)  and  for  his  fond  attachment  to  his  own  country: 
but,  if  we  confider  that  his  filler  was  married  to  the  king  of 
Scots,  and  that  her  daughter  by  that  king,  was  efpoufed  to 
King  Henry,  in  whofe  reign  he  returned  ;  one  cannot  think 
that  ccnfure  very  reafonable>  or  that  his  wafting  the  laft  years 
ef  his  life  in  fo  obfcure  a  retirement,  that  we  know  not  where 

f  Ro^er  Hoveden,  in  parte  priore  Annal.  p.  44$.  K-kluyt,  vol.  «,  p.  8. 
f  lopalph.  hiftor.  ap.  fcripr.  pofl  Bedim,  p.  903,  904.  Hakluyt,  vol.  i!. 
p.  9.  ^  Gttl.  Malmcfb*  de  gcR,  reg.  Augl.  Ub.  iii.  i  Cbron.  Satoa. 
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it  was  >E,  or  when,  or  how  he  died,  appears  more  difhonourable 
to  his  memory,  than  to  the  writers  of  that  age,  who  were  (b 
dcTotcd  to  power,  that  they  ciould  not  fo  much  as  do  juftice  to 
the  charafter  of  a  man  obnoxious  thereto.  Athelard,  a  monk 
of  Bath,  is  faid  by  Bale  to  have  travelled  through  Egypt  and 
Arabia^  in  fearch  of  knowledge  -,  and  that,  on  his  return  home» 
which  was  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry.  I.  fa< 
publifhed  many  learned  works  *.  Leland,  a  more  accurate  wri- 
ter^ tells  us  he  was  a  great  traveller ;  but  without  any  mentioa 
either  of  Egypt  or  Arabia  5  though  he  informs  us,  that  he  tranf- 
lated  Euclid's  Elements  out  of  Arabic  into  Latin  |  and  that 
himielf  had  feen  another  learned  work,  tranflated  by  the  fanM 
monk,  from  an  Arabic  treatife,  intitled,  Erith  Elcharmi: 
which  deferves  to  be  remarked,  becaufe  very  probably  thefe 
books  were  then  (irft  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  learned 
men  here ;  and  therefore  this  man  might  be  faid  to  travel  for 
public  advantage*.  William  of  Tyre  ■,  and  Robert  Kctenfis, 
are  both  mentioned  in  Hakluyt,  from  Bale,  for  learned  men 
and  travellers,  as  they  were  ^.  The  former  flouriihed  under 
King  Henry,  the  latter  under  King  Stephen ;  but,  as  to  any 
thing  farther  capable  of  recommending  their  fame  to  pofterity, 
I  find  not. 

It  appears  from  the  renewed  charters  of  the  cinque  ports, 
that,  as  they  were  firft  incorporated  by  Edward  the  Confcfibr ; 
fo,  during  the  reigns  of  the  feveral  princes  mentioned  in  this 
chapter,  they  were  particularly  ferviceable  upon  all  occafions  : 
whence  it  is  evident,  that  there  was  a  flouriiliing  trade  carried 
on  from  this  coaft  even  in  thefe  times,  and  before  them.  As 
to  the  commerce  of  the  river  Thames,  and  the  city  of  London, 
there  is  an  ample  teftimony  in  the  works  of  William  of  Mal- 
mefbory,  who  flouriihed  under  King  Stephen  :  for  he  aflures 
us  that  it  was  then  frequented  by  merchants  of  all  nations,  and 
fo  ample  a  fiore-houie  of  all  the  necefiaries  of  life,  that,  upon 
any  dearth  or  fcarcity  of  corn,  the  reft  of  the  nation  was  cheaply 

k  Gnl.  MalmeH).  degcCiU  reg.  Ang.  lib.  iii.  p,.   103.     Hakloyt,  vol.  iu  p.  10. 
•  Balctit  de  Script.    Britan.   p.  183.     Hakluyt,  vol.  ii.    p.  15.  m  Leland, 

Cooiirieat.  dc  Script.  Brit.  vol.  i.  p.  101.  «  Bah  de  Script,  firitan.  voL 

ii.  p.  50,  150.     Hakluyt,  vol.  ii.  p.  iCf.  •  Bal,  de  Script,  Britan.  vol,  u 

p.  ipx.     Hakluyt,  ubi  Tupra. 
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tnd  coatcniehtly  fupplied  from  thence  i^.  The  fkme  writer 
obferres  a$  to  Briftb!^  that  a  great  trade  was  driven  from  thence 
to  Norway^  Ireland,  aiid  othei*  places,  whence  the  inhabitants 
were  vaftly  enriched  ^i  Without  ^oubt^  the  acceffion  of  the 
Norman  dominions  was  of  confidcrahle  ufe  in  rcfpeft  to  trade; 
as  was  our  formei*  intcrcourfe  with  the  Danes,  fince  it  enlarged 
oar  correfppndence  with  the  northern  partd  of  the  world,  i 
thing  always  profitable  to  a  country  abounding  with  valuable 
eommodities  ot-  mantifaflures ;  as  will  more  clearly  appear^  even 
from  our  concife  account  of  the  fucceeding  reigns. 

The  reader  will  bbferve,  that  we  refer  any  advantages  arifing 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland^  from  their  falling  under  the 
ianie  fovcreignty  with  the  duchy  of  Normandy,  to  the  fucceed- 
ing reigns }  fince  thefe  U  nothing  more  certaio^  than  that  tinder 
the  government  of  the  prince  mentioned  in  this  chapter,  they 
fbffered  fevcrely,  William  L  pt-ovofced  by  frequent  infurrec- 
tbns  in  the  north,  and  the  afliftance  given  by  the  Scots  to  foch 
»  took  arms  againft  him,  ruined  the  northern  parts  of  his  ter- 
ritories  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  did  not  recover  during  this 
whole  period.  On  the  other  band,  his  fen  and  fucceilbf,  Wil* 
liam  Rufus,  demoliflied  thirty 'fix  good  towns,  in  the  faireft 
and  moft  fruitful  part  of  England,  for  the  making  that  whkh 
is  ftill  called  the  New  Foreft.  What  is  afcribed  to  rage  in  the 
one,  and  wantonnefs  in  the  other,  may  perhaps  be  jufUy  ftyled 
the  fruits  of  the  fame  policy  in  both :  for  it  looks  as  if  die  fa« 
tber  had  a  mind  to  make  war,  a  thing  more  difficult  to  the  iii* 
habitants  of  the  north,  by  preventing  their  joining  with  thfe 
Scots  fo  eafily,  or  fublifting  their  forces  conveniently  when 
joined,  and  the  fon  might  pof&bly  be  willing  to  have  that  eoaft 
lefs  populous,  that  the  inhabitants  might  not  be  tempted  to  aim 
at  preventing  his  return  from  Normandy^  whenever  his  affairs 
carried  him  thither,  a3  otherwife  perhaps  they  might  have  been; 

Both  thofe  monarehs  feem  to  have  had  no  tendefnefs  at  all  fof 
this  country^  but  conCdered  it  as  a  farm,  of  which  it  was  wi& 
dom  to  make  the  moft  while  in  their  pofTeflion.  Henry  had 
indeed  a  heart,  if  not  entirely,  yet  in  a  good  meafure,  English: 
under  him  the  peopl<:  began  to  recovet  again^  and  grow  weat 

1^  De  ge^.  poacif.  Anglor.  lib.  iL  4  tbid,  lib.  it. 
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t^yv  ^  ^be  king  did  likewiif^s :  for  If:  .was  in  hk  tiaijC  tfa^t  tbfi 
reyeDoe  arJE&ng  from  the  crown  lat^ds  was  gdj^ftedi  and  fixed 
to  »  (ettkd  and  certain  xate^  fo  as  that  it  might  jbp  paid^  .either 
10  OHMaef  or  provifions.  As  this  ^ews  that  the  p.eG3>je  werf 
bcgiittuog  to  grow  neb,  fo,  by  amending  i^  afairs  at  bMoe  aa 
veil  as  he  did  thofe  abroad^  the  king  grew  rich  tpo>  infomucht 
that  at  the  time  of  bis  demifei  he  a^ually  Joft  in  bvs  coffers  the 
film  of  one  himdred  thoiafimd  pounds  in  rieady  money,  e^cluilve 
of  phte  and  jewels.  This  would  have  coined,  in  our  times,  to 
thrice  diat  fum ;  bnt,  in  reference  to  its  real  Value,  ought  to 
be  cAecmed  about  a  miilionv  Stephen  feized  upon  all  this,  and 
jfpent  it  in  his  wars,  with  much  more.  Bptter  had  it  been,  if  he 
liadfpent  it  m  his  follies  s  for  then  it  would  have  gone  amongft 
the  people,  without  prejudice  to  their  induftry :  whereas  his 
reign  being  a  feries  of  troubles,  they  were  fo  often  in  arms, 
that  they  could  attend  to  nothing  elfe ;  whicii  was  the  true 
fource  of  that  mifery  and  poverty  before-mentioned. 

But  to  underftand  this^  and  many  of  our  fubfequent  reflect 
^bns  perfectly,  it  will  be  requifite  to  fay  fomewhat  of  the  man* 
fier  of  dealing  in  thofe  days,  the  nature  of  payments,  and  the 
J^alue  of  gold  and  £lver.  As  to  the  common  people,  in  their 
Ordinary  way  of  trading  in  the  country,  they  made  but  littk 
ufe  of  money,  and  yet  derived  great  advantage  from  the  laws 
lenafked  for  fettling  its  value  ^  iince,  by  thofe  laws,  the  rates  of 
moft  Saleable  goods  wete  likewife  fettled ;  by  which  eachange  or 
barter  was  Very  much  facilitated;  and  where  commodities  could 
toot  be  brought  to  balance  each  other  exa^ly,  the  difference 
W«8  paid  in  money,  that  is,  in.filver  or  gold,  according  to  the 
Irates  at  which  they  were  then  fixed  by  law,  fo  that  none,  19^ 
their  open  dealings,  could  be  over-reached,  cheated^  or  wrong* 
cd.  , 

Payments,  adfiaUem  and  ^penfum^  were  by  weight.  Twen- 
ty fliillings  were  then  a  pound,  and  the  oncers  took  fixpenc^ 
bver,  called  vantage* moneys  This  kind  of  payment  was  verjr 
ancient  c  when  payment  was  made  udprnfitm^  the  payer  was  tp 
make  good  the  weight,  though  he  had  allowed  the  (ixpencc 
over.  To  prevent  fraud  in  the  finenefs,  as  well  as  weight,  pare 
of  the  money  was  melted  down,  called  combuftion.  There 
were  two' forts  of  payments,  by  combuftion  j  xeaL  and  nominal  $ 

Vol.  L    .  N  real, 
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real^  when  a  fatnple  of  the  money  was  put  into  the  fnmzce^ 
nominal',  when  a  twentieth  part  of  a  pound  was  taken  and  ac-* 
cepted  in  lletr  of  a3ual  combuftion*  When  money  paid  in  was 
inelted  down,  or  the  fupplement  made  by  adding  one  (hilling  to 
each  twenty;  the  ferme  was  faid  to  be  dealbated^  or  blanched  z 
fe  one  hundred  pounds,  thus  paid  into  the  exchequer  after  com- 
buftion,  was  faid  to  be  one  hundred  pounds  blank.  This  was 
oppofed  to  payments  made  nwrter^i  or  by  tale,  which  is  our  mo- 
dern way.  Computations,  or  at  leaft  payments,  were  made  by 
pounds,  marks,  half-marks,  {killings,  pence,  isCc.  filver  by  marks^ 
halfi-marks,  ounces,  and  half-ounees  of  gold.  The  mark  of 
gold  was  equivalent  to  fix  pounds  of  filver,  of  fix  fcore  flill^ 
Kngs :  the  ounce  of  gold  was  equivalent  to  fifteen  {hillings  of 
filver :  the  pound  of  filver  was  twenty  {hillings  j  the  mark  of 
filver  thirteen  {hillings  and  fourpence ;  the  {hilling  twelvepence. 
It  is  requifite  to  have  thefe  notes  before  our  eyes,  when  we  are 
fpeaking  of  what  pzScd  in  times  at  fuch  a  diilance;  for,  other^ 
wife,  it  will  be  almoft  impo{Eble  to  prevent  falling  into  great 
mi{lakes  about  fubje^^s  of  importance;  as>  indeed,  fcveral  able 
hi{lorians  have  done,  for  wan^  of  attending  carefully  to  thefe 
matters,  which,  ill  all  probability,  they  did  net  conceive  fo  de^ 
ferving  their  notice :  and  yet  a  difpofition  to  negligence  is  fome** 
times  as  fatal  to  the  reader,  as  an  inclination  to  falfehood. 

But  that  I  may  not  feem  to  expeA  more  caution  in  others^ 
.than  I  have  {hewn  myfelf,  I  think  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give 
the  public  fome  account  of  the  reafons  why  I  fuppofe,  that  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  found  in  the  treafury  of 
King  Henry  I.  was  equivalent  to  near  a  million  at  this  time. 
In  order  to  this^,  it  is  neeeffary  xo  acquaint  the  reader,  that^  ia 
the  reign  of  that  prince,  the  king's  tenant,  who  was  bound  to 
provide  bread  for  one  hundred  m$n,  was  allowed  to  compound^ 
by  paying  one  {billing  in  money.  The  very  learned  bi&op 
Fleetwood  {uppofes,  that  this  was  bread  fop  one  meal ;  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  it  was  bread  for  a  whole  day ;  and 
am  induced  to  think  fo^  becaufe,  in  countries  where  this  efta- 
bliihment  has  always  prevailed,,  a  ration  of  bread  is  flill  fo  ac* 
counted.  In  our  times,  I  prefume,  the  value  of  bread  for  a 
day  may  be  computed  at  about  twopence,  or  rather  more ;  and 
coofequently^  bread  for  a  hundred  men  will  come  to  fixteen 
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flnllings  and  eightpence ;  fa  that  what  could  be  then  bought 
for  one  (hilling,  would  coft  almoft  feventeen  now.  Yet  if  we 
fhould  baftily  conclude  from  hence,  that  any  given  fum  of  mo* 
ney,  at  that  time,  ought  to  be  multiplied  by  feventeen,  to  find 
its  equivalent  in  ours,  v^e^fliall  be  much  la  the  wrong.  For 
the  ihilling,  in  thofe  times,  was  thrice  as  heavy  as  ours ;  and 
tlicrefore.  was,  in  reality,  worth  three  {hillings ;  fo  that,  in 
fad,  the  bread  that  would  now  coft  ilxteen  fhiilii^gs  and  eight- 
pence,  might  have  been  bought  then  for  as  much  iilver  as  is  la 
three  of  our  fliillings.  According  to  this  computation,  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  then,  would  not  be  worth  quite  fix 
hundred  thoufand  now  :  but  if  we  refled,  that  a  great  part  of 
this  fum  muft  have  been  in  gold,  and  that  it  is  very  reafonable 
to  believe  the  compoiition  was  not  exa£ily  made,  or  ftrifUy  fet, 
it  will  appear,  that  the  efUmation  I  have  made  is  agreeable  tQ 
truth ;  or,  at  leaft,  not  very  wide  of  it. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  after  dwelling  (b  long  upon  this  fubjefl:^ 
Co  explain  another  point ;  that  is,  the  difference  between  the 
Saxon  and  Norman  money,  which  in  found  was  very  great, 
though  but  very  little  in  fad);.  The  Saxons  divided  the  pound 
weight  of  filver  into  forty-eight  ihillings,  which  the'  Normans 
divided  only  into  twenty;  but  then  the  Saxons  divided  their 
Ihilling  into  fivepence  only ;  whereas  the  Normans  fplit  theirs 
into  twelve  :  from  whence  it  follows,  that  the  number  of  pence 
in  the  Saxon  and  Norman  pound  was  the  fame,  and  the  pounds 
themfelves  exaftty  of  the  fame  value,  as  being  in  reality  what 
the  word  implies,  a  pound  weight  of  filver.  It  has  been  befprc 
obferved,  that  great  fums  of  money  were  paid  in  weight  ^  and 
the  reafon  of  it  is  not  hard  to  be  found :  for  the  coin  then  cur- 
rent was  the  iilver  penny,  with  a  deep  crofe  indented  on  the 
revcrfc  j  fo  that  it  might  be  cafily  broken  into  the  halfpenny,  or 
farthing.  This  was  convenient  enough,  therefore,  for  fmall 
matters,  but  not  for  great :  and  for  this  reafon  all  large  pay* 
ments  were  by  the  fcale  5  and  in  cafes  of  very  great  moment,  it 
was  ftipulaced  that  it  fhould  be  fo:  juft  as  in  fucceeding  times 
it  was  required,  that  payments  fhould  be  made  in  flerling  money^ 
and  as  in  ours  we  ufe  the  phrafe  of  good  and  lawful  money  of 
England. 

N  2  We 


Wc  coUtdt  mad  aftht^  particulars  cithw  from  oH  recotds^ 
Ihonfcilh  hiftoriantf,  or  thofc  anctcnc  chronicles  in  rhyme,  which 
ire  iHB  prcfcrvcd  to  us  by  the  ixiduftry  and  care  of  a  few  raca, 
df  a  particular  tifte,  though  very  little  regarded  by  the  many. 
It  &,  notwithftandfaig,  very  certain,  that  points  of  this  nature 
*ref  highly  important,  to  the  thorough  undcrftanding  the  moft 
tifeAil  and  material  parts  of  Kiftory:  fuch  as  comparing  the  ftata 
and  conditions,  the  manners  and  uiages,  the  felicity  and  infeli-* 
tity  of  paft  times  with  our  ownj  without  which,  hiftorical 
reading  is  a  mere  amtxfctticnt  r  which,  how  much  foevcr  it  mzf 
itidbU  a  mati  to  talk,  will,  nofwithftanding,  icarce  afibrd  hina 
the  caplcfty  of  thinking  or  reafoning  better.  It  is  on  this  ac- 
count thlt  we  fee  tht  eommoi!  people  very  aptj^  upon  fome  oc- 
taiions,  t6  treat  learniag  and  learned  men  with  contempt ;  be<« 
C^ufe  they  ai^e  not  ihlt  td  tlnfwer  readily  fuch  queftions  as  are 
propofed  to  them  about  matters  in  conlmon  nfe :  and  it  is  this,^ 
Kkewife,  that  recommeitds  to  them  Baker^s  chronicle,  and  other 
Bd6ks  of  a  like  nature,  written  in  a  familiar  ftyle,  and  whicl^ 
defcelid  to  things  whidh  fall  under  daily  notice^^  though  they 
are  but  mean  in  point  of  compofition,  and  are  very  frequently 
dark  zai  inacctirate ;  which  i^  indeed  a  good  reafbn  why  they 
ihduld  be  cbrreAed  ^nd  fet  right,  inftead  of  being  undervalued 
And  wholly  negle^ed  by  men  of  parts  and  knowledge,  Forj^ 
after  all,  we  can  never  txpeQ:  to  fee  an  Engliih  hiftory  complete^ 
if  there  is  not  full  as.  much  refpcft  paid  to  the  difcbveries  made 
by  antiquaries,  as  to  the  greater  and  more  (hining  events  which 
ire  recorded  by  thofe  who  make  the  wars  and  ftate  intrigues  of 
bur  monarchs  their  principal  ^are,  and  difculBng  them  the  great 
bufineis  of  their  writings. 
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CHAP.       V. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  England,  during  the  reigns  of 
Henry  II.  Richard  I.  John,  Henry  III,  Edward  I, 
£4ward  Ih  Edward  IH.  Richard  U. 

Containing  the  fpace  of  about  235  yetrs. 

HENRT  II,  afcended  the  throne^  with  univerfal  confcntt 
on  the  death  of  King  Stephen,  having,  befides  his  king* 
dom,  large  dominions  on  the  continent^  by  various  ti* 
ties,  viz.  Normandy,  Aquitain,  Anjou,  Main,  and  Tourain, 
which  rendered  him  extraordinary  powerful.  He  was  about 
fwenty^eight  years  old  at  this  time,  and  efteemed  as  wife  and 
brave  a  prince  as  that  age  produced.  His  firft  care  was  to  re- 
ftore  the  government  to  its  former  (late,  by  rectifying  the  many 
diforders  which  had  crept  in  during  the  unfettled  reign  of  King 
Stephen  *«  Having  performed  this,  he  projefted  the  conqueft 
of  Ireland ;  for  which,  though  he  had  many  pretences,  yet  he 
thought  fit  to  obtain  the  Pope's  bull,  the  rather,  bccaufc  the 
reigning  pontiff,  Adrian  IV.  ^  was  by  birth  an  Engllfliman.  This 

«  G«L  Ncabrlg.  hUl.  |tr.  Aiigl.  lib.  H.  c.  r.  b  A.  D.  ua. 
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favour  he  eafUy  obtained,  for  propagating  the  Chriftian  ^ith, 
together  with  the  power  and  profits  of  the  holy  fee,  as  by  that 
inftrument  appears*.  In  order  to  this  expedition,  the  king  con- 
ferred with  his  grieat  council  at  Wincheftcr ;  but  his  mother 
difliking  the  projefl,  it  was  for  that  time  laid  afide^. 

His  next  expedition  was  beyond  the  Teas,  in  the  fifth  year  of 
his  reign*,  undertaken  at  a  Taft  expence,  with  a  great  fleet  and 
potent  army^  for  the  recovery  of  the  earldom  of  Toloufe,  to 
%7hich  the  king  claimed  a  titie :  but  he  was  not  fo  happy  in  this 
as  in  his  oth^r  expeditions,  though  be  was  fo  far  fuperior  at  fea, 
that  his  enemies  durft  not  contend  with  him  on  that  element  f . 
In  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  he  employed  both  a  fleet  and 
an  army  againfl:  the  Welch  >,  and  afterwards  was  engaged  in 
various  difputes  with  the  king  of  France,  which  obliged  him  to 
9  long  refidence  in  Normandy**.  In  the  fixtcenth  year  of  his 
reign  I,  he  caufed  his  fon  Henry,  then  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
to  be  crowned  king  in  his  life-time  ^,  which  inftead  of  contribu- 
ting, as  he  fuppofed  it  would,  to  his  peace  and  profperity,  pro- 
ved the  caufe  of  very  great  calamities  to  himfelf  and  fiibjeflts. 

About  this  time,  the  king  refumed  his  grand  defign  of  con- 
quering Irdand,  to  which  he  had  various  incitements*  Some 
pretenfions  he  formed,  from  Its  having  been  anciently  fubdued 
by  the  Britons;  another  motive  was,  the  injuries  done  to  his 
fubjefts  by  the  piracies  which  the  Iriih  committed,  taking  and 
falling  Englifh  prifoners  into  ilavery ;  but  that  which  gave  him 
the  faireft  occafion  was  the  tyranny  of  Roderick  O'Connor,  who, 
ailiiming  the  title  of  Monarch  of  Ireland,  opprefled  the  othc|f 
princes  in  the  rfiand,  and  thereby  forced  them  to  feek  the  pro- 
tcftion  of  King  Henry.  One  of  thefe,  whofc*  name  was  Dcr- 
mot,  king  of  Leinftcr,  being  driven  out  of  his  dominions,  pafTcd 
over  into  Normandy,  where  the  king  then  was,  and  intreatcd 
his  afliftancc,  which  was  readily  granted :  but  the  king,  like  a 
politic  prince,  advifed  him  for  the  prefent  to  apply  himfelf  to 
fome  of  his  barons,  to  whom  he  granted  a  licence  to  i;n^ertake 
an  expedition  in  his  favour.  Accordingly,  Robert  Fitz-Stephens 
Sn  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year  1169,  landed  at  Wexford 

<  Nic.  TriTct,  aonil.  vol.  L  p,  x8.         ■     4  Ihid,  p.  31.  «  A.  D.  1159. 
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witb  3  very  fmall  force :  he  was  immediately  followed  by  Mao^ 
rice  Prendergaft ;  and  thefe,  by  the  affiftance  of  King  Sermot^ 
baving  gained  footing  in  the  ifland>  Richard  earl  of  Chepftow^ 
commonly  called  in  our  hiftories  Richard  Strongbow,  who  was 
the  chief  undertaker,  went  thither  in  perfon,.  and  landed  Auguft 
^5 J  "7<^i  at  Watcrford  with  a  greater  force,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  reduced  Dublin  and  many  other  places.  King  Henry,  ha- 
Ting  advice  of  their  unexpe&ed  fuccefs,  began  to  take  umbrage 
thereat,  and  publifbed  a  pr9clamation,  commanding  all  his  (ub- 
je^  to  return  out  of  that  ifland  by  a  time  prefixed,  on  pain  of 
confifcation  of  their  eftatps  in  ^England  :  but  they,  by  aiTuring 
the  king  of  their  fluty,  and  fubmiflion  to  his  will,  engaged  him 
to  revoke  that  order,  and  to  come  to  an  agreenocnt  with^  them^ 
whereby  he  referved  to  himfelf  the  lea-ports  and  coafts,  and 
confirmed  their  inland  conquefts  to  the  undertakers.  The  king, 
however,  refolved  to  go  over  thither  in  perfon,  and  for  that  pur« 
pofe  drew  together  a  confiderable  army,  which  he  emb»*ked  on 
board  a  fleet  of  four  hundred  fail,  and  pafled  therewith  from 
Milford-haven  to  Waterford,  where  he  landed  October  25, 
1171.  The  appearance  of  fo  great  a  force,  and  the  prefcnce  of 
the  king,  had  fuch  an  eScGt  on  this  country,  then  torn  by  inte- 
itine  divifions,  that,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace,  the  king  made  thi9 
great  conqueft,  which  he  had  fo  long  fought,  and  fo  vigoroufly 
endeavoured,  without  effufion  of  blood.  Afterwards,  keeping 
his  Chriftmas  at  Dublin,  he  there  received  homage  and  hoflages 
of  the  feveral  petty  princes,  and  even  of  the  great  King  Roderick 
CyConnor ;  fo  that,  if  his  affairs  had  permitted  him  to  have  re- 
mained there  (o  long  as  he  intended,  he  would  in  all  probability 
not  only  have  efieAually  reduced  Ireland,  but  alio  left  it  in  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  ftate'.  It  was  difcord  arifing  in  his  own  fa- 
mily that  prevented  this ;  for  Eleanor  his  queen,  his  eldeft  fou 
King  Henry,  his  younger  fons  Richard  and  Geoffrey,  entering 
Into  a  confpiracy  againft  him,  and  being  fupported  therein  by 
the  powtr  oi  the  king  of  France,  old  King  Henry  was  obliged 
about  Eafter  to  leave  Ireland,  and  return  to  Wales  ^  which  he 
did,  without  fufiering  any  lofs,  having  before  fettled  the  Englifh 

i  Rog.  Hov«d.  aonaU  par.  pod.  p.  5x6,  517^   Matt.  Parif,  hift.  Aogl.  p.  i%S. 
Col.  Ncubrig.  lib.  U.  cap.  x6»    Kic.  Trivet.  annaL  voL  t.  p.  $7. 
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eonqueftt  in  that  ifland  as  he  thought  pooper  ^.  Of  this  war  Ifti 
have  a  very  diftin£i  acconoC)  though  tntedarded  with  many  &« 
perftitious  circumftances  by  Gerald  Barry,  better  known  by  tbi 
Mme  of  Giraldns  CambreniiS)  an  eyo-wicne6  \ 

The  king  was  engaged^  by  the  unlucky  accidents  before«flieii- 
tbned,  in  tarious  Wars  for  many  years  together  ^  in  aH  whick 
he  fupported  himfelf  with  undaunted  couragCi  and  admirabte 
Qondufbb  In  Normandy  he  defeated  the  king  of  France,  and 
the  forces  of  his  own  (an  Henry:  the  loyal  nobility  of  Engbnd^ 
in  the  mean  time,  not  only  repulfed  the  king  of  Scots,  who  had 
invaded  the  northern  provinces  of  England,  but  took  him  pri» 
ibner  $  and  the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  had  raifed  great  forces^ 
with  an  intent  to  have  invaded  England,  was  fo  awed  by  the 
king's  fuccefs,  that  he  was  forced  to  give  over  his  enterpriaei 
and  difl^nd  his  army :  and  thefe  great  things  the  king  wasjchicflf 
enabled  to  perform  by  his  -fuperior  power  at  lea,  in  whioh^ 
though  fome  conteft  happened  between  him  and  his  fon  Henrys 
yet  it  was  quickly  aver  (  for  the  king^s  fleet  deftrayed  moft  of 
the  rebels  (hips,  and  many  of  their  confederates,  infomuch  that^ 
wearied  by  degrees  with  repeated  difappointments,  and  brought 
low  by  numberlefs  defeats,  his  enemies  were  at  length  content 
to  accept  a  peace  on  the  terms  prefcribed  them  by  the  king;  af- 
ter which,  he  tfanfported  his  vi£lorious  army  on  board  a  royal 
fleet  into  England,  landing  at  Portfmouth  on  May  26^  1 175  ^« 
The  fame  year,  Roderick  O'Connor  made  a  fecond  and  more 
full  fubmiiFion  to  the  kingP,  who  thereupon  transferred  his  titte 
to  that  ifland  to  his  fon  John,  who,  as  fome  writers  report,  was 
crowned  king  with  a  diadem  of  peacock's  feathers  fet  in  gold^ 
ient  to  his  father  by  the  Pope  for  that  purpofe^  Some  part  of 
this  ftory,  however,  cannot  be  true,  fince  it  appears,  from  the 
great  feal  made  ufe  of  by  this  prince,  that  he  never  ftyled  him* 
felf  king,  but  lord  only  of  Ireland  ;  into  which  country  he  alfii 
went  ^,  feveral  years  after,  with  a  confiderable  army,  and  eon* 
tinued  there  fome  time,  though  without  performing  any  great 
matter  ^ 

<"  Gul.  K«ibr!g.  lib.  li.  Cap,  i^.  ■  There  is  an  finglifb  trar.flation  6f 
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kven  after  thefe  times  of  confufion^  and  liotwithftandihg  all 
^e  etpence  they  hid  6ccafioned>  the  king  iOiewed  the  greatnefi 
i>f  his  mind  by  giving  extraordinary  ai&ftance  to  the  ChriftianS 
in  the  Holy  Land,  not  only  hy  licenfing  feveral  of  his  nobility  to 
go  thither  at  their  own  charges^  but  alfo  by  advancing  large 
lams  of  m(>neyi  and  ftimifhing  Qiips  and  arms  ^.  How  much 
there  ^as  of  piety  in  thefe  expeditions^  I  pretend  not  to  deter- 
mine ;  yet  tertainiy  the  king's  inteilt  wa5  good^  and  this  good 
tScA  fcAowed  it^  that  his  fame,  and  the  reputation  of  the  na- 
tion, was  fpread  thereby  to  the  mod  diftaht  parts  of  the  worlds 
inibmiM:h  that  the  crown  x>f  Jerufalem  was  offered  to  the  king, 
trho^  cbnftderihg  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  at  holne,  modeftly  de- 
tlin^d  it.  Indeed)  the  troubles  h^  had  fo  happily  quelled  fome 
yeart  before  bfdke  out  again  in  the  latter  part  of  his  r^ign,  when 
lie  was  as  unfortunate  as  of  old  he  had  been  happy  (  infomuch 
that,  after  tmdergoihg  a  cruel  rcverfe  of  fortune,  occafioned 
tkicfly  by  his  being  bbliged  to  end  thefe  difputes  by  fighting  on 
land,  where  his  French  and  Norman  lords  often  betrayed  him  ; 
he  was  at  length  compelled  to  accept  fuch  terms  of  peace  as 
France  and  his  rebellious  fon  Richard  would  afford  him ;  which 
affe£led  him  fo  fenGbly,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  &t  of  ficknefs, 
of  which  he  died  oh  July  6,  1 189,  when  he  had  reigned  near 
thirty-five  years,  attd  lived  fixtyithrec  *.  He  was  the  firft  prince 
tof  the  royal  houfe  of  Flantagenet,  and  was  poffeded  of  very  ex* 
tenfive  dodiinionsb  He  enjoyed  England  in  a  fuller  and  better 
fettled  condition  than  his  predeceffors,  reftoring  the  ancient 
!aw8)  and  abolilhing  danegeld.  tie  humbled  Scotland  more 
tham  any  of  his  predeceffors,  kept  Wales  in  ftri£t  fubjedlion, 
Kubdued  Ireland,  and  held  all  the  maritime  provinces  <>f  France, 
^en  to  the  moisntains  which  divide  it  from  Spain ;  fo  that,  as  %. 
foreign  writer  confcdes,  he  juftly  claimed,  and  undeniably 
Ikiaintained,  his  fovereignty  over  the  fea  ^,  which  he  efteeme<{ 
the  moft  honooraUe  prerogative  of  his  cn)wn. 

»  Gol.  Krabrig,  \\b.  Hi.  cap.  10.  Roger  Hoved.  toml.  p.  ^41.  t  Matth* 
>ari*,  hifK  Angl.  p.  irs«.  Giil.  Neubrig.  Kb.  iii.  cap.  15,  »6.  Roger  Moved, 
aonal.  p.  65a*  6};%,  Nfc.  TrWet.  ahoal.  vol.  L  p.  94.  Jlohen  of  OloQceftcr'f 
cbrooxdev  p.  481.  u  P.  Djuiel,  hi«bire  de  U  Mil  Franc,  torn.  ii.  p.  445. 
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RicHAKD  fucceeded  his  father  King  Henry  in  all  his  dataU 
aions  ^,  as  well  on  the  continent  as  in  this  ifland ;  and,  having 
adjufted  all  his  affairs  in  France  amicably  with  Philip  Aaguftus, 
who  was  then  king,  he  came  over  hither  to  fettle  his  domeftip 
concerns,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  undertake  that  great  ex- 
pedition on  which  he  had  fet  his  heart,  viz.  of  driving  the  Sara* 
cens  out  of  the  Holy  Land,  in  which  he  was  to  have  King  Phi- 
lip pf  France  and  other  gijeat  princes  for  bis  aiTociates  ^.  Our 
hiftorians  fpeak  of  this  according  to  their  own  notions,  and  with- 
out any  refpe£l  bad  to  the  then  circumftances  of  things :  hence 
fome  treat  it  with  great  folemnity,  and  as  a  thing  worthy  of  im- 
xnortal  honour,  while  others  again  confider  it  as  a  pure  effed  of 
bigotry,  and  Uame  the  king  exceedingly  for  being  le^  by  the 
nofe  by  the  Pope,  and  involving  himfelf  in  fo  romantic  a  fcheme 
to  the  great  danger  of  his  perfon,  and  the  almoft  entire  ruin  of 
his  fubjecls.  I  muft  own,  that  to  me  neither  opinion  feems 
right  J  yet  I  (hould  not  have  expreflcd  my  fentiments  on  thi« 
TubjeA,  if  it  did  not  very  nearly  ccMicern  the  matter  of  this  trea* 
tife.  The  power  of  the  Saracens  was  then  exceeding  great,  and 
they  were  growing  no  lefs  formidable  at  fea  than  they  had  been 
long  at  land ;  fo  that,  if  the  whole  force  of  Chriftendom  had 
not  been  oppofed  againft  them  in  the  eaft,  I  fee  very  little  or  no 
room  to  doubt  of  their  making  an  entire  conqueft  of  the  weft  t 
for,  fince  they  were  able  to  deal  .with  the  joint  forces  of  thcfc 
princes  in  the  Holy  Land,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  beat 
them  fingjy,  if  ever  they  had  attacked  them*  How  little  foevcr^ 
therefore,  the  Popes  are  to  be  juftified  in  their  fpiritual  charac* 
ters  in  regard  to  thefe  croiiades,  they  indifputably  (hewed  them-* 
felves  great  politicians.  As  to  the  particular  cafe  of  England, 
though  it  might  be  hard  on  thofe  who  lived  in  thefe  times,  yet 
the  nation,  as  a  nation,  reaped  great  advantajges  from  it;  for  it 
not  only  excited  a  martial  fpirit,  which  in  that  age  was  neccfiary 
for  their  prelervation,  but  it  alfo  raifed  a  much  greater  iiaval 
force  than  had  ever  been  fet  on  foot  fince  the  coming  of  the 
Normans,  and  withal  carried  the  Engliih  fame  to  fuch  a  height, 
as  aftoniihed  the  whole  world,  and  was  the  true  fource  of  that 

^  A.  D.  1x89.  <  Matt.  Parif,  hid.  Angl.  p.  i;;.  Gul.  Neubrig.  lib.  iv. 
C  t^  Nic.  Trivet,  annal.  vol.  i.  p.  97,  Gaifrid.  de  vino  fa!vo.  Roj^  Hovcdcn, 
auiutJ.  Johan.  Brompton,  Rad*  dc  Diccco.  Ran.  HigdcD.  in  Poi^chron. 
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Tcfpccl  wKich  has  ever  fince'been  paid  to  the  Englifh  flag.  But 
it  is  now  time  to  return  to  the  expedition.  * 

The  articles  of  agreement  between  the  two  kings,  Richsord 
and  (hilip)  are  recorded  at  large  in  our  own  and  the  French 
lliftorians,  as  alfo  the  nayal  regulations  ^ ;  with  which,  there- 
fore, I  fhall  not  meddle*  One  thing,  however,  is  very  obfei'- 
Table,  that,  when  King  Richard  appeared  with  his  fleet  before 
the  city  of  Meffina  in  Sicily,  it  fo  much  aftonifhed  the  French 
king,  that  he  from  that,  moment  conceived  fuch  a  jealoufy  of 
King  Rkhard,  as  could  never  after  be  extinguifhed.  During  the 
flay  of  our  king  in  this  ifland,  a  difference  happened  between 
him  and  King  Tancred,  which  occaGoncd  the  attacking  Meffina^ 
and  taking  it  by  the  Englifh,  which,  as  our  writers  fay,  gave 
no  fmall  umbrage  to  King  Philip ;  though  the  French  hiftorians 
affirm,  that  he  abetted  King  Richard,  and  had  a  third  part  of 
the  money  paid  him  by  King  Tancred  for  his  pains  *•  However 
that  was,  it  is  certain,  that  this  laft-mentioned  prince  did,  by  a 
treaty  of  compoiidon,  agree  to  give  King  Richard  60,000  ounces 
of  gold,  four  large  galleons,  and  fifteen  gallies;  by  which  ac» 
ceflion  of  ftrength,  the  Engliih  fleet,  when  the  king  left  Sicily 
Co  fail  for  Cyprus,  conGfted  of  thirteen  capital  (hips  of  extraor* 
dinary  burden,  150  (hips  of  war,  and  fifty-three  gallies,  be* 
iides  vefltls  of  lefs  fize,  and  tenders.  In  their  paiTage  to  Cyprus, 
they  were  forely  Ihaken  by  a  tempeft,  in  which  Tcveral  ihips 
were  loft,  and  a  great  number  of  men  drowned,  among  whom 
were  £bme  perfons  of  very  great  diftindion.  The  fliip  in  which 
Berengaria,  daughter  to  the  king  of  NavarrCt  and  who  was  con* 
trafled  to  King  Richard,  was»  with  many  other  ladies  of  great 
quality,  very  near  periQiing  by  their  being  denied  entrance  into 
one  of  the  ports  of  Cyprus  by  the  tyrannical  king  of  that  ifland, 
VfhoCc  name  was  Ifaac,  and  whom  moft  of  our  hiftorians  graco. 
with  the  high  title  of  Emperor,  llils,  with  the  plundering  fuch 
Ihips  as  were  wrecked  upon  his  coaft,  and  making  prifoners  of 
fuch  perfons  as  escaped  drowning,  fo  provoked  King  Richard^ 
that  he  made  a  defcent  with  all  his  forces,  and»  in  the  fpace  of 
feurteen  days,  reduced  the  whole  ifland,  taking  the  king  and  hi* 

y  Mttthew  Paris,  Roger  Hoveden,  ani  in  Hakluyty  toI.  it  p.  20.  there  is  a 
very  large  relation  in  Engliih,  drawn  from  John  Fox,  who  had  conAilted^U  our 
h}ft»riaoi.  s  Abrege  dc  Thidoire  de  France  par  M^eray.  torn,  il  p..  595^ 

O  ^  daughter 


|o8,  NAVALHISTORT 

daughter  and  heireis  priibn^ ^.  "^ere  he  received  Quy,  Ibrnifi^ 
]^ing  of  Jerurakn;,  with  feyera^  other  Chriftian  princes  in  the 
^ft,  who  fworc  fealty  to  him  as  their  proteftor  j  and,  having^ 
left  twp  gOTcrf^ore  with  a  confi^erabje  body  of  troops  in  QffTU9^ 
lie  failed  firom  thence  with  a  much  better  4eet  than  he  brought 
with  him;  for  it  confifted  of  954  ftout  (hipst  and  upwards  of 
4^  galliea.  In  his  paflage  to  Aeon  or  Ftolemais^  he  toqk  a  huge 
^efiel  of  the  Saracens^  laden  with  acnmunition  and  provifion, 
bound  fo^  the  &me  place^  which  was^  then  befieged  by  the 
Chriftian  army.  The  fi^e  of  this  fhip  was  fo  e:(traoirdinary^  that 
it  very  highly  deferyes  notipc  Matthew  Pari$  call^  it  Dromunda, 
and  teUs  u$,  that  the  fliip^  of  the  Engliib  fleet  attacked  it  hriifci 
]y»  though  it  lay  like  a  great  floating  caftle  in  the  fea,  and  was  ia 
s  manner  impenetrable  ^  At  length,  h^weyer,  they  hoarded 
and  carried  \U  though  defended  by  no  left  than  1500  men,  o£- 
wbom  the  king  caufed  130Q  to  be  drowned,  and  kept  the  re- 
Sdvniug  20Q  prifoners,  who,  another  writer  fays,  were  all  per^ 
^bns  of  diftinflion.  After  this  yi^Qry,  the  king  proceeded  tet 
AcoUi  which  he  blocked  up  by  fea^  at  the  fame  time  that  hi^ 
^rces,  in  cpniun£kion  with  thofe  of  other  Chriftian  princes,  be- 
fieged it  by  land  \  fp  th^t  at  length,  chiefly  by  his  means,  it  was 
takeuj  though  defended  by  the  whole  i^ngth  of  the  S^aracen^ 
under  their  famous  prince  Saladine^. . 

The  French  a^nd  Engliflx  took  joint  pofleflion  thereof^;  but 
][ing  Ehilip  was  fo  fenfiblc  of  his  glory  being  eclipfed  by  the 
fuperior  merit  of  King  Richard,  that  nothing  would  fatisfy  hina 
^ttt  returning  home,  contrary  to  all  the  ftipulations  that  he  had 
inade  with  tl^e  king  of  England.  To.  this  King  Richard,  with 
fAUch  ado^  confented,  upon,  hi^  taking  a  folemn  oath  not  to  in-* 
yade  any  of  hi$  dominions  till  King  Richard  hioifelf  (hould  fajoi 
returned  forty  days.  King  Philip  l^ft  behind  him  i|he  duke  of 
Burgi^ndy^  with  a  body  oitfitk  pr  twelv.e  thoufimd  men,  with  or* 
^;  to  pbjBy  I^ing  Ricl^^M^d  as  captain-general  of  the  Chriftiau 
|orcei(  11^  the  Holy  Land,  hut  with  private,  inftrudtions,  as  our 
l^ftoris^is  (i^rmife,  to  fttif^te,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  all  that 
lung's  undertakings;  which,  iif  it  be  not  true,  is  at  leaft  very 
prcl^bile^  Cnce  that  duke  a£led  a$  if  he  really  hadfuch  inftruc* 

*  Hift.  Angl«  p.  x6i,    ^.  Gul.  Heabrij.  lib.  w,  e^tp,  2>.    Matt.  Paris,  vol.  u 
f«  \^$$  *^/h    itoger  HovedcB,  Qalf.  de  vino  falyb,  Mczersjr.        c  A.  D.  itpx. 
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|tont.  But  notwithftanding  this,  Richard  took  Afcalon,  Joppa, 
and  other  places ;  reduced  the  greateft  part  of  Syri^  beat  the 
Saracens  in  fereral  engagements,  and  if  his  confederates  had 
(ione  their  duty  as  well,  would  infallibly  have  retal^en  Jerufaleniji 
which  was  the  principal  deflgn  of  the  war.,  That  he  really  in- 
fended  it,  appears  from  the  teftimony  of  a  celebrated  French 
hiftorian  \  who  tells  us,  that  the  king  had  formed  a  projc'Gt  of 
acquiring  mighty  dominions  in  the  eaft,  and  had  for  that  pur- 
pofe  given  to  Guy  of  Lufignan  the  kjngdon>  of  Cyprus,  in  ex- 
change for  bis  title  to  the  crown  of  Jerufalem'.  But  at 
}ength  finding  himfelf  envied  and  betrayed  by  his  confederates 
in  the  eafti  and  having  intelligence  that  his  brother  John  fought 
to  ufurp  his  dominions  at  home,  he  made  a  treaty  with  Sala- 
dine,  and  refigned  his  pretenfions  to  the  kingdom  of  Jerufalcm^ 
to  bis  near  kinfman  Henry  earl  of  Champaigne.  Such  was  the 
conclu^on  of  this  famous  expedition,  which  might  have  ended 
Jjctter,  if  tl^at  mixture  of  envy  and  jcaloufy,  which  is  fo  root- 
^  in  the  temper  of  our  ambitious  neighbours  the  1<Vench,  had 
not  inclined  them  rather  to  facrifice  all  regard  to  honour^  and 
all  refpefl  to  religion,  than  fuffer  fo  great  an  enterprlze,  as 
;hat  of  taking  Jerufa^em  wpul4  have  been,  to  be  ^tchieved  by 
^n  EngliOi  prince  ^ 

The  king,  having  fettled  his  affairs  in  the  beft  manner  he  could 
in  the  eaft,  endeavoured  to  make  all  poilible  hafte  home,  but 
met  with  a  fad  misfortune  in  his  paffage  ^  for  being  Oiipwrecked 
on  the  cpaft  of  Iftria  f,  where  with  great  difficulty  he  faved  his 
life  i  he  thought,  for  expedition  fake,  to  travel  by  land  through 
Germany  incognito,  taking  the  name  of  Hugo,  and  pafiing  for 
a  merchant.  But  arriving  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vienna,  he 
was  unluckily  difcoveredj^  and  made  prifoner  by  Leopold,  duke 
of  Auftria,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  had  fome  difference  in 
the  Holy  Land,  and  who  bafely  made  ufe  of  this  advantage  to 
revenge  his  private  quarrel.  After  he  had  kept  him  fome  time, 
he  delivered,  or  rather  fold  him  to  the  emperor  Henry  VL  a 
covetous,  mercenary  prince,  who  was  refolved  to  get  all  he 

4  Matth.  Piris,  Hift.  Angl.  p.  16$,  Kic.  Trivet.  Aanal.  vol.  i.  p.  124.  Gnl. 
Keabrig*  lib.  iv.  cap.  30.   Mczeny,  lom.  ti.  p.  598.  ^  Galfr.  de  Vino 

|alyo.  Rojcr.  Hoyedcn,  Gut  Ncubrig.  f  A.  D.  Ii9». 
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could  by  him,  before  he  fet  him  at  liberty  «.  The  injuftkc  of 
this  proceeding  was  vifible  to  all  Europe ;  but  the  dominions  of 
the  emperor,  and  of  the  Auftrian  prince,  were  fo  far  out  of 
the  reach  of  England,  and  withal  the  enemies  of  King  Richard 
were  become  fo  numerous  and  powerful,  that,  inAead  of  won- 
dering at  his  remaining  fifteen  months  a  captive,  pofterity  may 
fiand  amazed  how  he  came  to  be  at  all  releafed;  efpecially, 
fince  fo  large  z  ranfom  was  iofiiled  on,  as  one  hundred  and  four 
thoufand  pounds :  which,  however,  was  raifed  by  the  people 
.  of  England,  though  with  great  difficulty  9  part  of  it  being  paid 
down,  and  hoftages  given  for  the  reft  *.  In  the  fpring  of  the 
year  X194,  the  king  returned  to  England,  where  he  began  to 
TtOifj  air  the  mifcarriages  which  had  happened  in  his  abfence; 
and  perceiving  that  nothing  could  efFedlually  fettle  his  foreign 
dominions  but  vigorous  meafures,  and  a  war  with  the  French, 
whofc  king  aded  as  perfidioufly  as  ever,  he  fudderily  drew  to- 
gether a  confiderable  fleet,  embarked  on  board  thereof  a  large 
body  of  forces,  and  tranfporting  them  into  Normandy,  quickly 
difappointed  all  his  potent  enemy's  views  ;  and,  after  five  years 
war,  brought  him  to  think  ih  earaeft  of  peace  i.  Here,  not- 
withftanding,  I  muft  take  notice  of  one  thing,  which  however 
flight  in  appearance,  is  exceedingly  pertinent  to  my  fubjefl :  I 
mean  the  marriage  of  Philip  Auguftus  with  Ifemberga,  the 
daughter  of  Canutus  V,  king  of  Denmark;  which  match  was 
made  with  no  other  view  than  to  engage  the  Danes  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  King  Philip,  who  intended  to  have  employed  their  na- 
val force  againft  that  of  the  Englifli  ^ :  and  fure  a  clearer  proof 
than  this  cannot  be  ofFercd,  of  our  being  mafters  of  the  ba- 
lance of  Europe,  notwithftanding  the  perfonal  misfortunes  of 
King  Richard,  in  virtue  of  our  fuperiority  at  fea. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  king  having  gained  a  complete 
vidlory  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Blois  *,  his  troops  poflcfled  the 
enemy's  camp  and  baggage ;  whereby  all  the  records  and  charters 

9  Matth.  Paris,  Hlfl.  AngU  p.  17*.  Rogcf  Hovden,  Annal.  p.  71%.  Gnl. 
Ncdbng.  lih.  iv.  cap.  33.  ^  Matth.  Paris,  Hift,  Angl.  p,  173,  174,     >jic 

.  Trivet.  Aimal.  vol.  t.  p.  117*     Gal.  Nevbri^.  lib.  iv.  cup.  41.  i  T.  Wd- 

Cngham   Hypodigm.     NenOrix.  Matth.  Parii,    Rosier  Hoveden.  k  Gnl. 

Veubrig.  Ub.  iv*  cap.  x6»  >  Hlftotre  de  ^laoce  par  JMcieray,  Com.  n. 
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of  Frtnce,  which  then  were  wont  to  follow  the  court  whcre- 
cver  It  went,  came  into  the  hand$  of  the  Engliih^  and  through 
careleflhcfs  were  diflSpatcd  and  deftroyed  »•  At  laft,  when 
King  Richard  was  reconciled  to  his  brother  John,  and  had  ef* 
feAually  quelled  his  foreign  enemies,  he  was  taken  out  of  this 
life  by  an  extraordinary  accident.  A  certain  nobleman  having 
found  a  large  treafure  hid  in  his  own  lands,  fent  a  part  of  it  to 
the  king,  who  thereupon  demanded  the  whole;  which  being 
reftifed  him,  he  prefently  befiegcd  this  nobleman  in  his  caftle ; 
and  going  too  near  the  walls  to  give  diredions  for  an  ailauh, 
he  was  mortally  wounded  by  an  arrow  ;  though  fome  fay  that 
the  wound  was  not  mortal  in  itjfelf,  but  was  rendered  fo  by  the 
ill  management  of  an  unfkilful  furgeon  '.  However  this  might 
be,  he  died  on  April  6,  1 199,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign, 
and  forty-firft  of  his  age.  He  was  a  prince  very  juftly  fur-, 
named  Cceuf  de  Lion,  or  Lion's  Heart ;  fince  his  courage  car- 
ried him  through  all  things ;  and  his  firmnefs  was  fuch,  that  it 
alike  bound  to  him  his  friends,  and  daunted  his  enemies :  a 
ftrong  inftance  of  which  we  have  in  the  mcflage  fent  by  Philip 
of  France  to  Earl  John,  on  the  king's  being  releafcd  by  the 
emperor ;  viz.  That  the  devil  was  now  let  loofe  again,  and 
therefore  he  fhould  take  the  bed  care  he  could  of  himfclf  <'. 
Of  all  our  princes,  none  better  underftood  the  value  of  a  naval 
force,  or  how  to  ufe  it ;  as  appears  not  only  by  the  vidorics  he 
gadned  in  time  of  war,  but  by  his  eftablifhing  the  laws  of  Ole- 
ron,  for  the  regulating  maritime  afiairs,  and  by  the  condant 
care  he  took  in  fupporting  the  ports  and  havens  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  encouraging  feamen  5  whereby  he  drew  numbers 
from  all  parts  of  Europe  into  his  fervice,  and  by  a  like  vigilance 
in  promoting  and  protecting  commerce  p. 

John  fucceeded  his  brother  by  virtue  of  his  will,  and  not 
in  right  of  blood  :  for  if  that  had  taken  place,  the  crown  would 
have  belonged  to  his  nephew  Arthur,  the  fon  of  his  elder  bro- 
ther Geofirey.     From  the  day  of  his  afcending  the  throne,  he 

«  A.  D.  11^  •  Mttth.  Parii,  Hift.  Angl.  p.  195.     Roger  Hoveden» 

jIMmmI*  P-  19t»    Nic  Trivet.  Ann»l.  vol.  1.  p.  114.  o  Ro^er  Hove<lcn, 

Aoimi,  p,  729.  9  Joan,  Seidcn.  la  4iilcrtat.  ad  fletam.  c.  ijc.    MatUa. 

pari*,  Hift.  Anjf.  p.  19X- 
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Was  perplexed  with  foreign  wars,  and  domeftic  feditlom ;  aHci 
the  latter  hath  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  our  hiftoriaos^  that  thcr^ 
cannot  be  a  more  difficult  tafk,  than  even  attempting  to  draw 
ihis  king's  true  charafter.  Thofe  who  allow  him  many  virtues^ 
are  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for  fereral  of  his  a£Bons ;  and 
thofe  who  deny  him  any  good  qualities  at  all,  are  ftill  more  at 
a  lofs  to  render  their  relations  confident.  That  he  had  very 
juft  notions  as  to  maritime  force^  and  was  extremely  tender  of 
his  fovereignty  over  the  feas,  is  more  authentically  recorded  of 
himj  than  of  aby  of  our  preceding  kings :  for  it  appears,  that 
very  early  in  his  reign,  he,  with  the  affent  of  the  peers  at  Ha^ 
Aings,  ena^ed,  that  if  any  of  the  commanders  of  his  fleets 
fliould  meet  with  (hips  of  a  foreign  nation  at  fea,  the  matters  of 
which  refufed  to  (Irike  to  the  royal  flag,  then  fuch  (hips,  if  u<> 
ken,  were  to  be  deemed  good  prizes  i  even  though  it  (hould 
appear  afterwards  that  the  ftate  of  which  their  owners  were 
fubje£ls,  was  in  amity  with  England  **•  It  cannot  be  ihppofed^ 
that  this  ftriking  to  the  royal  flag  was  now  firft  claimed  *,  but 
rather,  that  as  an  old  right,  it  was  for  the  preventing  annece& 
fary  difputes  clearly  aflcrted.  If  it  had  been  otherwife,  one 
would  imagine  that  it  would  prove  more  ftill  |  fince  no  princei 
who  was  not  confcffcdly  fuperior  at  fca,  could  ever  have  fee  upj 
and  carried  into  pradlice,  fo  extraordinary  a  pretenfion  ^  Vf6 
may  therefore  conclude,  that  this,  together  with  his  wahrant  for 
prefling  all  (hips  into  fervice,  when  he  had  occafion  for  tranfi. 
ports,  with  other  things  of  the  like  nature,  were,  iti  confc«> 
quence  of  ancient  ufage,  founded  on  the  indubitable  rights  of 
his  predecclTors, 

From  his  entratice  on  the  government,  the  king  of  Fratice 
fliewed  Tiimfelf  as  much  his  enemy,  as  ever  he  had  been  his 
brother's  ;  invading  his  tcrritdries  on  the  continent',  under  pre* 
tence  of  proteding  prince  Arthur;  biit  in  reality  ih  order  to 
aggrandize  himfelf,  and  to  unite  Normandy  and  other  piDvinces 
to  the  French  crown^  Thcfe  ftirs  obliged  King  John  to  pals 
frequently  into  Normandy  with  confiderable  armies;  where 
fomctimes  he  did  great  things^  and  fometimeS  little  Or  hothit:g^ 
Our  hiftorians,  generally  (peaking,  charge  thi^  king  roundljf 

4  Seidell  Mare  CUufum,  vol.  U.  a  i€k  ^  ibid.  ^  A.  D.  iioo. 
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Vith  negiigence,  snd  want  of  fpirit  ^  i  whereas  the  king,  in  hit 
'Azyty  attributed  all  hit  lofles  to  the  want  of  fidelity  in  his  ba- 
ront  "•  The  beft  way  to  learh  trudi,  is  tx>  confult  unprtjudiced 
irriten ;  and  in  thb  cafie  it  tnuft  be  owned,  that  the  French 
hiftpriattt  defctibe  King  John  as  a  fierce  and  a^TC  prince  |  and 
partkuIaHj  aferibc  the  great  viftory  he  gained  at  Mirabell,  to 
Kis  ^ctraoitlinary  expedition^  $  marching  night  and  day  with 
im  forces  to  the  relief  of  his  mother".  It  feems  therefore 
mod  probable,  that  the  great  men  ia  thofe  times  were  in  fault; 
tnd  diat  theyfuffered  themfelTes  to  be  perfuaded,  that  the 
imnibUng  of  their  prince  might  prove  die  means  of  their  own 
%zaltation«  This  condii&  of  theirs  loft  the  Icing  the  grea^eft 
f>art  of  his  French  dominions,  and  was  alfi>  the  caufe  of  the 
tlifputes  between  him  and  his  barons  at  home ;  who  always 
thought  themfdves  weH  indtledto  their  privileges,  and  yet  fcU 
tlom  faw  it  cdkiTenient  to  yield  the  king  their  obedience.  When 
'Vy  their  help  he  might  have  preTerved  his  territories  on  the 
continent,  they  denied  their  afBftance;  and  yet,  when  they  were 
torn  from  him,  they  clamoured  at  the  lofs.  This  fo  exafperated 
the  kin^  who  was  certainljr  a  prince  of  a  very  high  fpirit,  that 
lie  refolved  to  conquer  them,  and  make  one  experiment  more 
lof  the  ^fidelity  6f  his  (nbjefts^.  In  order  to  this,  he  aflembled 
«  great  army,  and  provided  a  numerous  fleet,  which  he  never 
wanted,  in  order  to  pafs  into  Normandy :  but,  when  all  was 
ready)  and  the  nobility  feemed  thoroughly  difpofed  to  behave 
as  became  them,  the  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury,  and  William 
Marfliall  earl  df  Pembroke  came,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Pope, 
.f(Mbade  bim  to  proceed  ■•  The  king  unwillingly  obeyed ;  and 
yet,  rdpentiag  of  this  ftcp,  he  the  next  day  put  to  fea,  with  a 
few  faithM  fubjefb,  hoping  that  the  reft,  either  out  of  fear  or 
fbame,  wotdd  have  followed ;  but  in  this  he  was  difappoinred ; 
for  they  not  only  remained  where  they  were,  but  by  fending 
9Atr  the  king's  fmall  fquadron,  prevailed  on  many  to  come 
back ;  fo  that  the  expedition  was  entirely  fruftrated  :  which  fil- 
led  the  nation  with  murmurs,  and  particularly  diftafted  the  fea« 
men,  of  whom  no  lefs  than  fourteen  thoufand  were  come  from 

«  RoaerHovcden.    Polyd.  Virgil.  u  Seethe  reign  of  this  prince  in 
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different  parts  of  the  kingdoin^  in  order  to  ferve  on  board  tbe 
royal  fleet*.  This,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  ihews  King  John's 
xnisfortunei  demonftrates  alfo  how  great  our  maritime  force 
was  in  thofe  days,  and  what  wife  regulations  fubiifted  ;  fincefach 
a  number  of  feamen  could  be  fo  eafily  drawn  together.  Our 
beft  writers  agree,  that  the  conduA  of  the  archbifliop  and  the 
earl  of  Pembroke,  was  the  effe£b  of  their  engagements  with 
France,  and  in  all  probability,  the  great  view  of  France  in  this 
tranfaQion  was  to  diftrefs  the  king  in  this  tender  point,  and 
prevent  his  being  able  to  aflemble  fuch  a  naval  force  for  the  fix- 
ture. But  in  this  their  policy  failed  them :  for  the  king  always 
kept  the  hearts  of  the  feamen  $  and  by  doing  fo  defeated  the 
attempts  of  his  enemies,  though  he  had  the  whole  force  of 
France  to  flruggle  with  abroad,  and  was  never  free  £rom  the 
tffe&s  of  their  fraud  at  home.  This  is  an  extraordinary  £ad, 
and  of  the  higheft  importance  to  my  fubjed;  therefore  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  make  it  out  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave  the  rea- 
der no  colour  of  doubt ;  and,  by  fo  doing,  fhall  eiTefhially 
prove,  that  though  a  king  may  be  undone  by  trufting  to  his 
ai^y,  be  cannot  but  be  fafe  if  be  is  fecure  of  his  fleet. 

The  kingdom,  or  as  it  was  then  properly  flylcd,  the  domi- 
nion of  Ireland,  belonged  to  King  John  before  he  attained  the 
realm  of  England ;  and  had  remained  more  obedient  to  hioi 
than  any  other  part  of  his  territories  :  but  now  troubles  began 
there  ^ ;  and  fuch  accounts  were  tranfmitted  of  the  infolence  o£ 
fpme  of  the  lords  proprietors,  and  of  the  devaftations  commit- 
ted by  the  native  Irifli,  hitherto  unfubdued,  that  the  king  re« 
folved  to  go  over  in  perfon  and  reduce  it«-  For  this  purpofe, 
the  king  ordered  a  great  army  to  be  levied,  and  drew  together 
a  prodigious  fleet)  little  ihort  of  five  hundred  fail ;  with  which 
he  paflcd  from  Pembroke  in  Wales  into  Ireland,  where  he  land- 
ed on  May  25,  i2io«  The  fame  of  his  coming,  and  tlie  ap«> 
pearance  of  fo  great  a  force  as  he  brought  witK  him,  fo  terrified 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fca  coaft,  and  low  countries,  that  the7 
immediately  came  and  fubmitted.  On  his  arrival  at  Dubliil^ 
twenty  of  the   Irifh   chiefs   came  in,  and   fwore  fealty  to 
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him  i  and  having  thus  performed  much  in  a  peaceable  way,  he 
by  force  of  arms  atchieved  the  reft,  reducing  the  king  of  Con^ 
naught,*  befieging  and  taking  the  caftles  of  many  rebellious 
lords,  and  forcing  them  either  to  yield  or  to  quit  the  kingdom. 
When  things  were  brought  to  this  paft,  he  thought  of  civil 
eftablilhments ;  ordered  the  whole  realm  to  be  for  the  future 
governed  by  the  Engliih  laws,  and  appointed  iheriffs  and  other 
legal  officers  in  every  county.  At  his  departure,  conftituting 
John  de  Gray,  then  bifhop  of  Norwich,  governor  of  Irdand^ 
a  very  wife  and  prudent  man,  who  purfuing  the  king's  plan, 
brought  that  nation  into  a  iettled  ftate  <>.  This  certainly  fhewed 
DQt  only  the  fpirit  and  temper  of  the  king,  but  the  utility  of  bis 
fleet,  without  which  he  could  not  have  entered  on  this  expe- 
dition with  fuch  honour,  or  have  finifhed  it  with  fo  great  fuc- 
ceis ;  efpecially  at  a  time  when  at  home  things  were  in  A>  bad 
a  iituation. 

On  his  return  he  found  the  Welch  in  rebellion,  his  barons 
difaSe^ed,  and  the  king  of  France  contriving  an  invafion*  His 
fpirits  were  far  from  being  broken  by  thefe  crofles :  for  as  to 
the  Welch,  he  hanged  up  their  hoftagesS  and  with  a  royal 
army  would  have  entered  into,  and  fubdued  their  country,  if 
he  had  not  been  well  informed,  that  fome  of  his  principal  lords 
intended  either  to  deftroy  him  in  that  expedition  themfelves,  or 
elfe  deliver  him  up  to  the  enemy  ^  He  thereupon  iirft  dilV 
mifled  his  army,  and  then  took  hoftages  of  the  noblemen  he 
moft  fufpe£ted  <•  Soon  after,  the  French  invafion  terriiied  the 
pation ;  the  Pope  having  abfolved  the  king^s  fubjed^s  from  their 
^egiance,  and  given  the  kingdom  of  England  to  Philip  Au- 
gttftus  of  France.  This  monarch,  well  pleafed  with  fo  noble  a 
prefent,  raifed  a  prodigious  army,  and  brought  together,  fome 
fay,  thirteen  hundred  (hips,  in  order  to  embark  them  for  this 
ifland^.  On  the  other  hand,  Iting  John  was  not  flack  in  his 
preparations;  he  (hewed  his  diligence  ip  colle<Eking  a  force  equal 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  his  magnanimity  in  difmiiTing  a  pan 
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ptrtSy  htft.  Aogl.  vol.  i.  p.  130,  %%x,  Thoro.  'Walfingham.  Hypodtgm.  NeuO. 
<  Mattb.  Paris,  hid.  Angl,  p.  131.     9..  Wendover.  f  MaCtb.  Pari'*,  biflp 

^n^l.  p.  431.  S  A.  D.  1111.  b  Mczeny,  vol.  it.  p.  C21.    Mit^. 

?aris,  vol.  i.  p.  23a,    Nic  Trivri.  Annal.  vol,  \.  p.  i^:. 

Pa  of 


lU  NAVALHiSTORT 

of  thcm^  {hat  the  reft  mi^ht  hxf€  the  greater  J^ftntf  of  pRni- 
iions;  jetj,  after  thi^  wa«  danei  be  encamped  £c|ty  tboii(svi^ 
mm  on  Barham  Dowiis^  having  a  larger  fleet  ridiag  along  tha 
cmA  than  had  heeo  feen  in  thofe  times  |  and  In  iki$  poftturo 
he  waited  fc^  his  foes  K  But  the  Fope'ia  legate  eoonog  OTer»  suu| 
pramifing  to  deliTer  him  £rpai  this  danger,  if  he  wwld  fubtait 
himfelf  and  his  kingdom  ta  the  ice  of  Rome}  hc^  to  present 
effttfion  of  hloodt  and  perhaps  fearing  the  treadterj  of  hi% 
barons,  confei^ted  tberetpj  aiid  (he  Pope  imi^edcatelj  prqhibhed 
lining  Philip  to  proceed  ^  |ie)  tpo,  noctyithftaadihg  bis  great 
power,  obeyedj^  thousl^  l^^^b  an  ill  viH  y  jct  ^efeivcd  to  make 
^ine  ikCt  of  this  mighty  armament,  and  thensfeie  rarned  ie 
agatnft  the  Earl  of  Flanders  |  fending  the  beft  part  of  his  fleet 
%p  wafte  the  coafis  of  that  country  ;  while  iHmfislf  wkb  a  great 
army  entered  it  by  land.  King  John  was  no  iponer  ioformed 
'  of  this,  than  be  ordered  his  navy,  under  the  command  of  hia 
brother  the  Earl  of  SaliibUry,  to  fail  to.  the  afBftance  of  hia 
ally  ■•  He  finding  the  French  ijeet,  part  riding  in  the  roatf, 
and  part  at  anchor,  in  the  haven  of  Dani  in  Fta^dera,  firit  at* 
tacke4  and  dcftroyed  thofe  without,  and  then  landhig  his  for^es^ 
fell  upw  the  French  in  the  harbour  by  fea  and  land,  and  afte* 
an  obfiinate  difpute,  took  them  all ;  fending  home  diree  him* 
dred  fail,  well  lad^ji  wkb  provifions,  to  canry  the  news  <>f '^ 
vi£loryi  and  feuing  all  the  reft  on  fire.  So  fortunate  waa  thif 
prince  at  fea,  becsiufe  bis  failors  were  loyal,  who  was  fi>  uatocky 
on  fliore  through  tlic  treachery  of  his  great  men  ■^. 

Thus  delivered  from  bis  prefent  apprehenfions  of  the  Fraicls 
the  king  bcgaa  tp  think  of  pafling  once  again  beyond  the  fea^ 
\n  order  to  recover  his  rights ;  but  met  with  fo  many  diScult 
.lies  and  difappointments,  that  it  was  long  before  he  coutd  carrf 
his  defign  into  execution.  At  hft,  in  the  month  of  f^ebruary 
1 2149  li^i  without  the  afliftance  of  his  barons,  embarked  ^ 
great  army  on  board  a  powerful  fleet,  and  therewith  iailed  to 
Rocbel,  where  he  landed  and  was  well  received,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  country  fubmitting  to  him  immediately.     For  fomc 
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tkae  he  carsied  on  the  war  agaidft  tkc  Freoch  profperauflj  | 
bot  fortoac  chaoging*  and  his  allies  being  beat  in  the  fatal  bat* 
tie  of  BoYijls%  be  was  codftrained,  about  Eaftcr  the  next  yearji 
to  agree  to  a  truce ;  die  rather,  becaufe  his  fubjefls  in  England 
hsgan  to  rebel  ^.    In  the  mondx  of  November  he  returned  into 
this  kipgdaRi,  where  be  feuod  thipgs  in  a  much  worfe  condi* 
tscm  thain  he  espeOed.    The  barcmsi  in  his  abfencej  had  time 
to  ^nfler  together^  and  had  reduced  their  demands  into  form  1 
fo  that  the  king  qukkly  fovnd,  that  he  either  muft  grant  what 
fhcy  aflfcd,  cir  if  hf  ventured  to  refafe  tbemy  muft  hate  re« 
oomfe  to  the  fword.  At  firft  he  chofe  the  latter ;  but  he  quick* 
If  feondf  that  the  barons  were  like  to  be  too  powerful  for 
Um  ;  and  therefore,  in  a  meadow  between  Egham  and  Stanest 
<;»Uod  Runnecnede,  u  ^  the  Mead  of  Councili  he  granted.that 
charter  in  the  fight  of  both  armies,  which  fince,  from  the  im- 
portance of  its  contents,  and  the  foleranity  with  which  it  was 
made,  hatl^  been  called  Magka  Chauta,  or  the  Great  Char- 
ters^.    Yet  repenting  of  this  foon  dfrer,  he  endeavoured  to 
frnftrate  what  he  had  done  \  hot  the  barons  were  too  powerful 
for  him,  and  reduced  him  to  fucfa  ftraits,  that  at  length  he  was. 
ttOfiftraiDcd  to  9j  to  the  I£ie  of  Wight,  where  he  lived  in  a 
maimer  little  different  from  that  of  his  predeceflbr  King  Alfred, 
when  he  Bed  from  the  Panes;  yet  in  all  his  diftreffes  his  fea- 
^cfi  remained  faithful  1  and  now,  when  he  had  not  a  houfe  in 
^hkh  he  could  fleep  with  iafery  on  Aiore,  he  found  a  fanAuary 
.    from  an  dangers  in  his  {hips^  in  which  he  frequently  chafed 
the  veiTcls  of  hia  difloyal  fubje£ls,  and,  by  landing  on  th^ 
coafts,  fpoiled  their  eftatcs,  and  thus  fubiifted  the  few  loyul 
perfons  who  ftn^k  to  him}  a^  the  expence  of  his  and  their 
enemies  9. 

In  th^  mean  time  the  barons,  plainly  perceiving  their  want  of 
a  head,  refolved  to  invite  over  Lewis,  fon  to  the  king  of  France  % 
^ho  had  married  King  John's  niece,  in  order  to  ihelter  thenw 
felves  againft  the  refentment  of  that  monarch  by  fetting  his  crown 
on  the  head  of  this  young  prince.  Not  only  Lewis,  but  King 
Philip  his  father,  relifhed  this  propofal  exceedingly,  and  aiTem- 
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bling  a  fleet  of  610  fail  at  Calais,  the  prince,  with  a  numeitMi$ 
army,  landed  in  Kent*.  The  citj  of  London,  long  alienated 
&om  the  king  in  affeAion,  declared  immediately  for  the  invadcTy 
received  him  with  joy,  and  fwore  allegiance  to  him  as  their  fom 
vereign^  In  the  mean  time.  King  John  was  no  ways  idle;  he 
endeavoured  to  maintain  himfelf  in  Kent,  where  he  had  a  con*- 
(iderable  army ;  but  finding  many  of  his  barons  unfiiithful,  and 
his  forces  not  ftrong  enough  to  hazard  a  battle,  he  garrifbned 
fome  caftles,  and  particularly  that  of  Dover,  that  he  might  be 
able  to  protect  his  fleet,  and  then  marched  to  Wincbefter,  where 
he  foon  drew  together  a  much  greater  force  than  his  enemies 
expeAed.  Breaking  out  from  thence  like  a  tempeft,  he  laid 
wade  the  eftates  of  his  rebellious  barons,  in  fpite  of  the  foreign 
afliftance  they  had  received;  and,  having  acquired  a  vaft  booty, 
he  came  with  it  to  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  which  had  fignalized  its 
loyalty  to  him  in  his  utmoft  diftrefs,  as  moft  of  the  ports  in  the 
kingdom  did;  but,  marching  from  thence  into  Lincolnfliire,  his 
carriages  were  lofl:  in  the  vrafiies,  and  himfelf  and  his  army  nar- 
rowly efcaped  \  At  Swine's-head  abbey  he  was  attacked  by  a 
diftemper  which  proved  fatal  to  him ;  bm  what  that  diftemper 
was,  is  very  difficult  to  fay.  Some  afErm,  that  it  was  the  eflFeAs 
of  grief  ^ ;  others  call  it  a  fever ^  ;  others  a  flux^  ;  and  others  a 
furfeit  *  ;  but  many  of  our  firfl:  writers,  and  the  mod  authentic 
foreign  hiftorians,  affirm,  that  be  was  poifoned  by  a  monk^ 
which  it  is  certain  his  fon  Henry  ^  believed.  This  end  had  the 
troubles  of  King  John  at  Newark,  to  which  place  he  was  car- 
ried in  a  horic-litter  on  Odober  x8, 1216,  when  he  had  reigned 
near  eighteen  years  «>. 

We  have  already  flxewh  how  vigoroufly  this  king  maintained 
his  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  and  left  more  exprcfs  tokens  thereof 
to  his  fucceflbrs,  than  any  of  the  kings  who  reigned  before  him. 
To  this  we  muft  add,  that  he  was  a  great  encouragcr  of  what- 
cjcr  had  a  tendency  to  the  fupport  of  maritime  ftrength,  or  the 

5  Marth.  pAris,  hift.  Aogl.  p.  z8i.  Nic.  Trivet,  anna!,  vol.  i.  p.  i6j,  lff<J. 
U'Z£ra>,  vol.  xi.  p.  tfip.  ^  A.  D.  txt6.  "  Matth.  Parii,  hill.  Ao^L 

p,  it57.  w  johan,  dc  WHllJrijrfQrd.  «    Polyd.  Virgil.  y  Thorn. 

O'cerborn.  *  Match.  'Wi-rimunafL  •  See  thic  point  cleared  io  the 

clofe  01  King  John's  leign,  in  Spcc.i's  chronicle.  b  Nic.  Trivet,  annal. 

vol. ;.  p.  -  W.  Matth,  r-:ix,  h\ir.  Angl.  p.  a88.     Robert  of  Gloqc«fter*«  chruoU 

cafo 


o^    HENRY   tn.  119 

ca&  and  xncreafe  of  trade.  He  granted  more  and  larger  charters 
to  cities  and  boroughs  than  any  of  his  predeceilbrs,  and,  by  thus 
flrengthening  the  liberties  of  the  people,  incurred  the  hatred  of 
his  ambitious  barons*.  He  fettled  the  rates  of  necefiariesi  and 
efFe£hialIy  puniflied  all  kind  of  fraud  in  commerce  <*.  To  him 
likewife  was  owing  many  regulations  in  refpe^l  to  money,  and 
the  firft  coining  of  that  fort  which  is  called  fterling.  One  can- 
not therefore  help  doubting,  when  we  confider  that  he  was  the 
author  of  our  beft  laws,  whether  thofe  writers  do  him  jufticc, 
who  declared  that  King  John  was  one  of  the  worft  of  our  kings. 
He  ftood  on  bad  terms  with  the  monks,  and  at  that  time  they 
penned  our  hi  dories ;  which  is  a  fufficient  reafon  againft  his  ob- 
taining a  good  chara£ler,  even  though  he  had  deferved  it.  So 
much  of  his  fame,  however,  as  may  refult  from  the  refpeA  he 
had  to  naval  affairs,  we  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate ;  and 
ihall  do  the  fame  good  office  (as  indeed  it  is  our  duty  to  do)  to 
every  other  prince,  in  whofe  favour  authorities  may  be  produced 
againft  common  opinion. 

Hbnrv  in.  a  child  between  nine  and  ten  years  of  age,  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  immediately  in  his  dominions,  and  in  time  be- 
came alfo  the  heir  of  his  misfortunes.  At  firft,  through  the 
care  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  his  guardian,  he  was  very  fuccefl^ 
ful,  that  wife  nobleman  {hewing  the  barons,  that  now  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  King  John ;  and  themfelves  alfo  by  this 
time  well  knew,  they  had  very  little  to  hope  from  King'Lewis, 
who  put  French  garrifond  into  all  the  caftles  that  were  taken  by 
the  Englifli  lords,  and  gave  glaring  proofs  of  his  intention  to 
rule  as  a  conqueror,  in  cafe  he  could  pofTefs  himfelf  of  the  king- 
dom*. In  a  fliort  time,  therefore,  the  royalifts  grew  ftron^ 
enough  to  look  the  enemy  in  the  face;  which  the  French  fo  lit- 
tle apprehended,  that,  with  an  army  of  20,000  men,  they  had 
marched  northwards,  and  befieged  Lincoln.  The  city  quickly 
fell  into  their  hands  $  but  the  caftle,  being  very  ftrong  for  thofe 
times,  made  an  obftinate  defence  (  and,  while  they  were  engsh- 
ged  before  it,  the  earl  of  Pembroke  with  his  forces  came  to  of- 

«  ^i6ed*s  chronicle,  p.  so6.  d  Haklvyt*!  voyage*,  rol.  I  p.  tap.  Ctii>- 

deo't  Brifan.  io  StriTdio^.  .Roger  Hovtdea.  aDoal.  «  Matth.  Paris,  hiQ. 
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fer  them  battlcw  The  barony  who  adhered  Co  King  Lewis,  and 
were  certainly  heft  acquainted  with  the  ftrength  of  their  oouni^ 
trymen,  adTifed  the  French  general  to  march  out  and  E^ht;  but 
he,  fufpicious  of  their  integrity,  endeavoured  to  fecure  his  forcos 
in  the  city.  The  royalifts  firft  threw  a  confiderable  rdnforcemeoi 
into  the  cadle,  and  then  attacked  the  eneiiiy  in  the  town.  Th^ 
ftmggle  was  very  fliort,  the  French  and  their  confederates  being 
quickly  beat,  almoft  without  blood^(bed,  and  the  vidlorioas  ar- 
my fo  exceedingly  enriched  by  their  phinder,  that  they  calle^ 
this  battle  Lewis-fairi  as  if  they  had  not  gotie  to  a  fight,  but  to 
a  market  f  •  The  confequences  of  this  battle  brought  the  French 
prince  and  his  faAion  fo  low,  that  he  was  gkd  of  a  truce,  which 
might  afibrd  him  time  to  go  back  to  France  for  fiiccoufs;  and 
this  being  granted,  he  paiTcd  over  accordingly  to  Calaist  manf 
of  the  barons  deferting  him  in  bis  abfence^* 

He  did  not  ftay  long  abroad,  but,  proriding  witli  the  ntmoft 
diligence  a  con&derable  recruit,  embarked  on  board  a  fleet  of 
eighty  ftout  ihiips,  befides  tranfports,  and  immediately  put  to  fta. 
Hubert  de  Burgh,  governor  of  Dover  caftle,  aflifted  by  Philip 
<}e  Albanie  and  John  Mar(hall,  refolved  to  encounter  him  with 
the  ftrength  of  the  cinque  ports,  and  accordingly  met  him  at  fe^ 
with  forty  fail  of  (hips.  The  Englifli,  perceiving  that  the  French 
had  the  advantage  of  them  both  in  fhips  and  men,  made  uie  of 
their  fuperiority  in  flcill  s  fo  that,  taking  advantage  of  the  windt 
they  ran  down  many  of  the  tranfports,  and  funk  them  with  all 
the  foldiers  on  board :  their  long  bows  aUb  did  theni  notable 
fervice :  and,  to  prevent  the  French  from  boarding  them^  thejr 
hid  heaps  of  lime  upon  their  decks,  which  the  wind,  blowing 
frcfli,  drove  in  the  faces  of  theur  enemiest  and  in  a  manner 
blinded  them  •,  fo  that,  declining  the  difpute,  they  as  faft  as  pofli^ 
ble  bore  away  for  the  (hore ;  and  landing  at  Sandwich|  Lewia^ 
in  revenge  for  the  mifchief  their  ihips  ha4  done  him,  burnt  it  tea 
the  ground  \  The  Englifh  were  evqry  way  gainers  by  this  en^ 
gagement,  as  on  the  other  hand  it  entirely  ruined  the  affinra  of 
I^ewis,  who  was  now  forced  to  (hut  himfelf  op  in  Londoo^ 
where  very  foon  after  he  was  beGeged,  the  Exigliih  fleet  in  Ast 

r  A.  D.  1217.        (  Nie.  Trivet.  AnnaL  vol.  L  p.  168.    Muiik  Paiit,  bid* 
Ar.f(l.  p.  19$.    Mezeray,  vol.  it  p.  dji.  ^  AnoaL  Wavert.  Thorn.  Wb1« 
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mean  time  blocking  up  the  mouth  of  the  Thames.  He  quickly 
law  how  great  his  danger  was,  and  bow  little  rcafon  he  had  to 
expect  relief.  In  this  fituation  he  did  all  that  was  left  for  him 
to  do ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  whereby  he  renounced  all  Jiis  pretended  rights  to  the 
Idngdqni  of  England,  and  provided  the  beft  he  could  for  himfelf 
and  his  adherents;  which  freed  the  kingdom  from  the  plaguo 
ef  foreigners',  and  remains  an  inconteftible  proof,  that  as  no- 
thing but  our  inteftine  divifions  can  invite  an  invafion,  fo,  while 
we  retain  the  fovereignty  at  fea,  fuch  attempts  in  the  end 
muft  prove  fatal  to  thofe  who  undertake  them. 

The  importance  of  this  engagement  will  excufe  our  dwelling 
upon  It  fo  long,  as  well  as  our  taking  notice  here  of  fome  lefle^ 
circumftances  relating  thereto.  One  Eullace,  who  bad  been  in 
his  youth  a  monk,  but  for  many  years  had  exercifcd  the  trade 
of  a  pirate,  and  had  done  the  Engli(h  in  particular  much  mi& 
chief,  fell  now  into  their  bands ;  and  though  he  offered  a  large 
fum  of  money  for  his  ranfom,  yet  it  was  refufed,  and  be  put  to 
death.  There  are  fome  differences  in  our  ancient  hiftorians  as 
to  the  year  in  which  this  famous  fca-fight  happened,  which  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  clear  up,  becaufe  any  error  therein  would 
aSeft  moft  of  the  fubfequent  dates.  In  the  firft  place,  Matthew 
Paris  fixes  on  the  very  day,  and  affbrcs  us,  that  it  was  gained 
on  the  feaft  of  St.  Bartholomew,  1217  *.  Trivet  places  it  in  the 
fame  year,  and  gives  us  the  rea(bn  why  Euftace  the  monk  was 
fo  feverely  dealt  with.  He,  like  an  apoftate  as  he  was,  fays  my 
author,  went  from  fide  to  fide^  and,  of  a  wicked  monk,  became 
a  very  devil,  full  of  fraud  and  mifchief.  As  foon,  therefore,  as 
lie  was  taken,  his  head  was  ftnick  off,  and,  being  put  upon  a 
pole,  was  carried  through  a  great  part  of  England  '.  Yet  Ho* 
lingfhed  places  it  under  the  year  1218",  and  the  French  hifto- 
rian  Mezeray  in  1216".  Thefe  errors,  however,  are  edily  rec- 
tified,  fince  it  is  certain,  that  the  treaty  of  peace  followed  this 
▼iciory ;  and  we  find  it  bore  date  September  1 1,  1217  *^. 

The  fame  wife  governors,  who  had  fo  happily  managed  the 
king's  affairs  hitherto,  and  had  fo  wonderfully  delivered  him  out 

5  Mczcray,  vol.  it.  p.  631.  k  Hift.  Angl.  p.  198.  '  Annal.  vol,  i. 

j»,  169.  '^  Vol.  ii.  p.  101.  '  n  Abregede  I*  biftoire  de  Fi:iacc,  vol.  U. 

p.  tf  31.  •  Rymer*s  foedera,  vol.  i.  p.  xx».  edit,  ^da* 
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^f  m  his  difficulties,  (hew«d  a  like  diligence  in  eftabliiliing  tho 
tranquiUity  of  the  realm,  and  cultivating  a  corrcfpondcncc  with 
foreign  princes  ;  of  which  various  teftimonies  occur  in  Mr.  Ryt 
mer's  coUeftion  of  treaties,  whence  it  is  inconteftiblj  evident, 
that  they  were  extremely  tender  of  trade,  and  of  the  dominion 
6f  the  fea  p.  In  order,  however,  to  keep  up  the  martial  fpirit  of 
the  nobility,  and  perhaps  to  prevent  their  breaking  out  into  re- 
bellions ^t  home,  leave  was  given  them  to  take  the  croisj  and 
to  make  expeditions  into  the  Holy  Land  ^.  Thus  the  earls  of 
Chefter,  Winchcfter,  and  Arundel,  went  at  one  time';  the 
biflhops  of  Winchefter  and  Exeter  at  another,  with  many  fol- 
l6wers*:  fo  thatjj  when  they  came  into  Syria,  there*  were  not 
fewer  Englifh  there  than  40|>ooo  men,  of  whom  very  probably 
not  many  returned  home  ^ 

The  dcfirc  King  Henry  had  to  recover  the  provinces  taken 
from  him  by  the  king  of  France,  and  the  clear  title  he  thought 
derived  to  him  from  the  treaty  made  with  Lewis,  who  was  now 
king,  induced  hiip,  more  than  once,  to  folicit  that  prince  to  rcr 
ftore  them,  and  to  fend  over  fmall  fupplics  of  forces  into  the 
f  laces  which  he  ftill  held.  All  this  produced  nothing  confider^ 
able :  fo  that  at  laft  the  king  refolved  to  go  over,  as  his  prede^ 
^eilbrs  had  done,  with  a  great  fleet,  and  a  numerous  army* 
With  this  view,  large  fums  were  demanded,  and  given  by  par- 
liament, and  fuch  a  force  aflcmbled,  as  the  nation  had  icarce 
«ver  feen ;  but  when  the  forces  marched  about  Michaelmas  to 
Portfmouth,  in  order  to  embark,  the  fleet  provided  for  that 
purpofe  appeared  fo  infignificanr,  that  it  became  neceflary  to  poft- 
fone  the  expedition  till  the  next  fpring"  ;  a  thing  highly  preju-. 
<Jicial  to  the  king's  aflairsji  and  much  more  fo  to  his  reputation  •. 
The  next  year  the  king  aftually  invaded  France,  and  might,  if 
he  had  pulhed  this  war  with  vigour,  have  recovered  the  domi- 
nions of  his  anceftors ;  but,  being  entirely  governed  by  his  mo<^ 
^cr,  and  her  fecond  hufband,  he  confumed  both  his  time  and 

V  The  Reader  tnaf  find  a  njultirude  of  inflancts  in  fupprtrt  of  this  in  the  firft 
volume  of  the  Fofidcra,  aod  not  a  few  iti  the  fecond  volome  of  Hakloyt. 

'  Matth.  P^rU,  p.  303.  T.  Walfingham.  Ypodigma  Ncaftrix,  p.  4^3.  An. 
Hal.  Waverl.  p.  184.    Nic.  Trivet,  annal.  vol.  i.  p.  171.  r  A.  D.  ixi8, 
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knbney  *  in  pompous  entertainments :  fo  that  the  French^  coining 
down  with  a  confider^ble  body  of  forces,  compelled  him,  after 
lie  bad  been  there  from  April  to  October,  to  embark  and  fail 
home  again,  without  adding  any  thing  either  to  hi^  honour,  or  I 

to  hid  dominions  ^.  This  miftake  had  terrible  effefls ;  for  it 
emboldened  fuch  of  the  lords  as  were  difaffe£ted,  and  gave  the 
\common  people  a  mean  opinion  of  their  fovereign;  which  is, 
{[cnerally  fpeaking,  the  confequence  of  all  fuch  mifcarriagcs. 

His  brother,  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who  was  naturally  j 

an  active  prince,  and  therefore  little  plcafed  with  the  king's  ma* 
hagement,  refolved,  about  the  year  1240,  to  take  upon  him  the 
icrofs,  and  to  lead  a  body  of  fuccours  into  the  Holy  Land. 
With  him  went  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  many  other  perfons 
of  didindion ;  and  not  long  after,  Simon  Earl  of  Leicefter, 
and  John  Earl  of  Albemarle,  followed  his  example  *.  Thus, 
in  times  of  great  fupinenefs,  in  the  adminiftration  here,  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation  abroad  was  fupported  by  the  valour  and  ac* 
tivity  of  private  perfpns  ■.  Dlfputes  with  the  barons  continue4 
to  embroil  the  kingdom,  and  to  hinder  the  king  from  thinking 
of  foreign  affairs ;' but,  in  1242,  the  king  refumed  his  projedl 
bf  reducing  Gafcoigny  under  his  dominion.  To  this  he  was 
chiefly  excited  by  his  mother,  a  high-fpirited  haughty  woman^ 
who  had  contributed  much  to  his  father's  misfortunes.  Accor* 
dingly,  having,  with  much  ado,  obtained  money  of  his  parlia* 
ment  for  that  purpofe,  the  king,  with  a  fmall  force,  paiTcd  over 
into  Franee*>,  where,  fo  long  as  his  money  lafted,  he  kept  up 
a  kind  of  war,  more  detrimental  to  himfelf  than  to  the  enemy*. 

By  this  ftrange  fort  of  management,  the  naval  force  of  the 
kingdom  was  impaired  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  Normans  and 
Britons  were  too  hard  for  the  cinque  ports,  and  compelled  them 
to  feek  relief  from  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  who,  in 
the  firft  year  of  this  king's  reign,  had  performed  fuch  extraor-* 
dinary  things.  One  William  Marfliall,  of  the  noble  family  of 
Pembroke,  having  by  fome  means  or  other,  incurred  the  king's 
difpleafure,  became  a  pirate,  and,  fortifying  the  little  ifland  of 

*  A.  D.  1x30.  y  Nic.  Trivet,  annil.  vol.  i.  p.  183,    T.  Wikc's  cbro- 
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hundy,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Severn,  did  fo  much  mifchtef,  that 
at  length  it  became  neceffary  to  fit  out  a  fquadron,  to  reduce 
him ;  which  was  accordingly  donti  and  he  fuffered  by  the  hand 
of  juftice  at  London^ :  yet  the  example  did  not  deter  other diC» 
contented  perfons  from  praAices  of  the  like  nature. 

An  idle  defire  of  making  his  fon  Edmund  king  of  Sicily^ 
drew  the  king  into  vaft  expences,  and  yet  produced  nothing  glo- 
rious,  in  the  lead  degree,  to  the  nation,  any  more  than  another 
expedition  he  made  for  the  recovery  of  Normandy,  in  1260^ 
which  ended  in  a  difhonourable  treaty;  whereby,  for  the  fake 
of  certain  fums  of  money,  he  renounced  all  title  to  thofe  coun« 
tries  which  had  been  the  patrimonial  pofTeffions  of  his  aiKeftors  $ 
and  thenceforward  left  the  dukedoms  of  Normandy  and  Anjoa 
out  of  his  titles  ^  On  his  return  home,  he  met  with  fre(h 
griefs,  and  greater  difturbances  than  ever.  The  barons  grew 
quite  weary  of  a  king  entirely  directed  by  foreigners,  and  who 
thought  of  nothing  but  providing  for  his  favourites,  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  his  people.  The  cinque  ports,  ever  fteady  in  his  fa- 
ther's intercfl:,  revolted  from  him,  fided  with  the  baorons,  and 
fitted  out  a  confiderabic  fleet  for  their  iervice :  but,  as  thefe 
were  times  of  great  licence,  fo,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace,  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  ports  forgot  the  motives  on  which  they  took 
arms,  and  began  to  confider  nothing  but  their  private  imeref^ 
taking  indiSerently  all  fliips  that  fell  into  their  hands,  and  ezer* 
cifing  an  unlimited  piracy  on  foreigners,  as  well  as  the  king's 
fubjefls.  By  their  example,  fomething  of  the  fame  nature  was 
pradlifed  on  the  coaft  of  Lincolnihire;  for  certain  malcontents^ 
having  fcized  the  ifle  of  Ely,  plundered  all  the  adjacent  coun- 
tries, and  carried  to  this  receptacle  of  theirs  all  the  booty  they 
acquired.  At  length,  however,  by  the  induftry  and  valour  of 
Prince  Edward f,  they  were  reduced;  and  the  fame  worthy 
perfon,  partly  by  perfuafion,  and  partly  by  force,  brought  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cinque  ports  to  return  to  their  duty  s. 

The  confufion  of  the  times,  however,  was  fuch,  and  the 
king's  temper  fo  timid,  fo  irrefolute,  and,  in  all  cafes,  fo  little 

^  Macth.  Paris,  hift.  Ang.  p,  584.  Holing(hed*s  chronicle,  p.  230.  •  Gul. 

RHhangcrin  continiiat.   Maiih.  Paris,  p.  »8>.  Chron.  T.  Wikc't,  p.  54.  Annal* 

W.Ycrl.  p.  114.  Rymcr's  foedcra,  vol.  i.  p.  66S,  f  A,  D.  txC6,  «  Aiu 
nal.  Wavctl.  p.  zjti.     Gul.  Rilhan^cr  coniin.  hiQ.  Angl.  p.  1004. 
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to  be  depended  oo,  that  the  gallant  prince  Edward,  with  his 
brother  Edmund,  and  many  other  perfons  of  the  &r{k  diftinc- 
tion,  took  the  crofs**,  and  went  againfl  the  Saracens*.  A 
ilrongef  inftance  there  could  not  be,  of  the  low  and  exhaufled 
ftate  of  the  kingdom,  than  the  equipage  with  which  thefe  prin- 
ces went;  for  their  fquadron  confided  of  no  more  than  thirteen 
£hip8,  on  board  of  which  there  were  embarked  but  one  thou- 
iand  men :  and  yet,  on  bis  coming  into  the  eall,  the  very  fame 
of  Prince  Edward  drew  to  him  a  confiderable  force,  with  which 
lie  performed  many  noble  afts,  infomuch,  that  the  infidels,  de« 
fpairing  of  any  fuccefs  againfl  him  in  the  field,  had  recourfe  to 
a  bafe  aflaflination,  which  likewife  failed  them  K  On  his  re- 
covery, the  prince,  finding  that  he  (hould  not  be  able  to  do  any 
great  fenrice  to  the  Chriflian  caufe  in  thofe  parts,  fettled  bis  af** 
fairs  in  the  beft  manner  he  could,  in  order  to  return  home :  in 
the  mean  time,  the  king  bis  father,  in  the  lafl  years  of  his  life, 
enjoyed  more  peace  than  be  had  formerly  done,  which  was  in 
Ibme  meafare  owing  to  a  change  in  his  condu£t ;  having  learn- 
ed^  by  experience,  that  to  govern  a  kingdom  was  a  painful  of- 
fice, and  required  more  application  than  hitherto  he  had  be- 
llowed upon  it.  But  what  feems  to  have  been  the  chief  caufe 
of  this  (hort  calm,  after  fo  high  a  florm,  was,  the  death  of  his 
principal  oppofers,  all  of  whom  King  Henry  out-lived,  and  the 
uneafy  circumftances  in  which  they  left  their  heirs  :  fo  that, up- 
on the  whole,  the  fire  of  fedition  might,  in  this  cafe,  be  faid  to 
cztinguifh  for  want  of  fuel,  and  the  king  to  die  in  peace,  be- 
caufe  the  power  of  difturbing  him  was  exhaufled. 

He  ended  his  life  on  November  10,  1272,  when  he  had 
reigned  fomewhat  more  than  fifty-fix  years,  and  lived  fixty-fix  K 
He  was  a  prince  of  but  moderate  endowments,  which  rendered 
]him  unable  to  govern  without  afliflance,  and  made  him  alfotoo 
prone  to  an  implicit  confidence  in  fuch  as  were  about  him.  In 
the  firft  years  of  his  reign,  while  the  famous  Hubert  de  Burgh, 

b  Hie,  Triret.  annal.  vol.  i.  p.  129.     Chronica  de  Mailros,   p.  24T.  T.  WA- 
liogHaml  VpodigmaNeuftr.aB,  p.  471.  1  A.  D.  1x69.  k  Aniul.  Wa- 

Terl.  p.  215,  226.  Nic.  Trivet,  annal.  vol.  1.  p.  232,  Gul.  RiHi^nger  in  cont, 
bift.  Angl.  p.  1007.     Hakluyty  vol.  ti.  p.  36.  >  Nir.    Trivet,  annal.  vol. 

i.  p.  236.  H,  ICnyghton,  p.  2461,  Annal.  Waverl.  p.  zz6.  T.  VValfingh.  Ypo- 
4igma  Neuftri«,  p.  472.  Chroa  Mailroi,  p.  242.  Ciiton.  Cold  v.  p.  99.  Chro^. 
W.  Thorn,  p.  1320.    Chron.  T.  Otterbournr,  p.  77—80. 
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earl  of  Kent,  was  at  the  head  of  the  adminiftration,  thcrj; 
feems  to  have  been  great  care  taken  of  commerce^  which  Muft 
have  been  very  confiderable,  to  fupply  the  prodigious  expencci 
of  his  fbreiga  expeditions,  or  rather  journies ;  in  one  of  which 
he  carried  over  no  lefs  than  thirty  large  calks  of  fpeciej  as  alfd 
the  mighty  fums  employed  by  the  fevcral  adventurers  in  the 
holy  wars,  who  Gonftantly  mortgaged  their  lands  at  fetting  out| 
and  fpent  the  money  they  raifed  beyond  the  feas.  Beiides  all 
this,  we  find  that  whenever  any  refpitc  from  troubles  would 
allow  it,  this  was  a  mod:  luxurious  age,  and  the  king's  kindnefs 
for  foreigners,  efpecially  the  Poiftovins,  enabled  them  to  carry 
away  vaft  fums ;  and  his  brother,  Richard  earl  of  Cornwall, 
is  faid  to  havelavifhed  muchtreafure  in  attaining  the  pompous 
title  of  King  of  the  Romans  ;  which  enormous  ekpcncc  tJid 
not  however  hinder  his  living  and  dying  a  very  rich  man :  fo 
that  fome  way  or  other  vaft  fums  muft,  by  the  balance  of  fo* 
reign  trade,  have  centered  here,  othcrwife  fuch  large  draughts 
could  not  have  been  fupplied  5  and  yet  we  arc  pretty '  certain^ 
that  the  policy  of  this  king's  time  did  not  reach  to  any  of  thofe 
refined  arts  of  creating  an  appearance  of  wealth  by  altering  the 
value  of  the  current  coin,  which  have  been  fince  found  outi 
Better  arguments  than  thefe  to  prove  a  balance  of  trade  in  fa- 
vour of  that  age  can  hardly  be  produced ;  and  therefore  vr6 
inuft  allow,  that  fuch  a  balance  there  was :  though  doubtleis^ 
under  a  better  government  and  a  more  fettled  ftatc  of  things,  it 
might  have  been  much  larger.  But  the  miftakcs  of  foriner,  are^ 
or  at  leaft  fhould  be,  lelTons  to  later  ages* 

Edwakd  I.  furaamed  Longflianks,  though  at  his  father's 
deceafe  in  the  Holy  Land,  Was  Readily  and  unanimoufly  ac« 
knowledged  his  fucccflbr  ;  nor  did  there  happen  anydifturbancc^ 
notwithftanding  he  delayed  his  return  to  July  25,  1^74  :  in  his 
pafTage  home  he  vifitcd  Pope  Gregory  X.  and  King  Philip  of 
France  ;  flayed  fome  time  at  his  city  of  Bourdeaux,  and  having 
thoroughly  fettled  his  afiiirs  abroad,  arrived  here  with  an  cfta* 
bli(hed  reputation,  as  well  for  wifdom  as  courage  ;  which  pet" 
haps  was  the  principal  reafon  that  all  ancient  animotities  Teemed 
buried  in  oblivion  :  and  his  barons  jfhewed  as  great  alacrity  in 
obeying  him,  as  they  had  difcovered  obfiinacy  in  thwarting  his 

father* 
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fiitber.  H€,  on  the  other  band,  mariifeftcd  a  great  fpirit  offer- 
givenefs,  and  addreffing  bimfelf  to  the  government  with  equal 
fpirit  and  diligence,  quickly  gave  a  new  face  to  public  affairs. 
The  defire  he  had  of  fettling  the  realm  in  perfcft  tranquillity, 
engaged  him  to  fpend  fome  time  in  making  new  laws,  and  com- 
pofing  old  differences  amongft  potent  families ;  in  regulating 
^iffairs  with  the  king  of  Scots,  and  in  providing  for  the  fecurity 
pf  the  ?ngli(h  frontiers  towards  Wales,  hy  redrcfling  the  grle« 
▼ances  complained  of  by  the  Welch,  and  heaping  favours  upon 
David,  brother  to  Llewcllin,  who  ruled  over  all  Wales.  Yet 
this  peace  did  not  continue  long,  and  the  nature  of  our  work 
leads  us  to  (hew  how  it  was  broken,  and  what  were  the  confe- 
guences  of  that  breach "". 

Llewellin  was  a  wife  and  warlike  prince,  more  potent  than 
any  of  his  predecefTors,  but  withal  exceflively  ambitious ;  fil« 
^ng  his  mind  with  vain  hopes,  founded  on  old  prophecies,  and 
furthered  in  all  probability  by  his  intrigues  with  fqme  of  the 
^glifh  barons.  Theie  notions  induced  him  to  decline  paying 
homage  to  King  Edward,  and  to  endeavour  to  (Irengthen  his 
intereft,  by  marrying  the  daughter  of  Simon  Mountford,  lato 
earl  of  Leicefter,  that  determined  enepny  of  the  royal  family  '^^ 
This  lady  coming  to  him  by  fea,  from  France,  (for  when  came 
mifcbief  into  this  ifland  from  another  quartet*  ?)  was  taken  at 
fea  by  fon^e  (hips  from  the  port  of  i^ridol,  and,  with  her  brother, 
brought  to  the  king,  who  treated  her  very  kindly.  In  order  to 
put  an  end  to  thefe  difputes,  Edward  entered  Wales  with  a  great 
army,  and  at  the  fame  time  haraiTed  the  coafl  with  his  fleet,  which 
brought  the  proud  Llewcllin  fo  low,  that  he  yielded  to  a  peace 
<m  very  hard  terms ;  in  confequence  of  which,  however,  the 
king,  from  a  royal  generofity,  fent  him  his  wife  °.  Not  long 
after,  he  broke  out  again,  and,  in  conjun^ion  with  his  brother 
David,  committed  fuch  devaftation  in  the  Englilli  marches, 
that  the  king  was  obliged  to  turn  againil  him  the  whole  force 
ql  the  kingdom  ;  and  having  flain  him  in  battle,  added  Wales 

»  "Walter  Hemingford,  hifloriade  rebus  jjeftis  £dw.  T.  Edw.  II.  and  Edw.  Hf. 
Tol.  i.  p..  I— 4*  Nic.  Trivet,  annal.  toI.  i.  p.  137,  138,  239.  Chronicop. 
podiloviannm  MS.  p.  xco.     Mat.    Weftro.  chron.   Dunelm,  «  A,  D. 

0,76,  «•  Walt.   Hemingford,  vol.  i.  p.  5,     Nic.  Tiivct.  tonal,  vol.  1. 

p.  :14s. 
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to  his  dominions^  and  declaring  his  young  Ton  Edward,  jnft 
born  at  Caernarvon  p,  prince  thereof,  put  an  end  to  the  Briti(h 
line  *'.  His  policy  in  fecuring  his  cohqucft  is  worthy  of  obfcr- 
vation  :  for  firft,  to  awe  the  people  he  diftributed  the  inland 
parts  amongd  his  nobility ;  and  next,  to  prevent  their  giving  in 
to  the  Welch  cuftoms,  he  eftahlifhed  the  £ngli(h  laws,  and  ap* 
pointed  iheriflfs  and  other  legal  officers  in  thofe  parts :  laftly, 
for  his  own  fecurity,  which  he  judged  depended  on  a  naval 
force,  he  kept  all  the  ports  of  the  principality  in  his  own  hands, 
.encouraging  the  inhabitants  in  their  application  to  inland  trade 
and  foreign  commerce,  more  than  any  of  their  native  princes 
had  done^^  that  they  might  become  true  fub]e£b  of  an  £ngli(h 
king,  rich  and  free. 

In  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  king's  reign,  fell  out  the  death 
of  Alexander  king  of  Scots,  which  afforded  Edward  anothc^t 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  wifdom,  and  of  extending  his 
power ».  This  prince  had  for  his  firft  wife  Margaret,  the  king's 
fifter,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  who  died  young,  and  a  daugh- 
ter named  Margaret,  who  was  married  to  the  king  of  Norway, 
to  whom  alfo  (he  bore  a  daughter,  called  Margaret  likewife, 
whom  the  Scots,  with  the  confent  of  King  Edward,  acknow* 
ledged  for  the  heirefs  of  their  crown.  She,  ih  her  pafTage 
from  Norway,  going  on  fliore  in  the  Orkneys,  died  there  ; 
whereupon  many  competitors  for  the  Scottifti, diadem  appeared^ 
wht)  agreed  to  fubmit  the  decifion  of  their  rcfpodlive  titles  to 
King  Edward.  Thefe  were,  Eric  king  of  Norway,  Florence 
carl  of  Holland,  Robert  le  Brus  lord  of  Anandale,  John  de 
Baliol  lord  of  Galloway,  John  de  Haftings  lord  of  Aberga- 
venny, John  Corny n  lord  of  Badenoch,  Patrick  Dunbar  earl 
of  Marche,  John  de  Vefci  for  his  father,  Nicholas  de  Soules, 
and  William  de  Ros :  and  great  confequcnces  King  Edward 
drew  from  this  reference,  which  put  the  whole  ifland  into  his 

P  Thoip.  'Walfingham.  Hift.  Angl.  p.  47—51.  Hen.  de  Knyghton,  lib.  ui. 
ctp.  r.  p.  1464.  Annal.  Waver),  p.  i34»  i}^^.  Chron.  Dundaple,  p.  43s, 
4^3*  4?4)  507.     Chron.  T,  Oaerbourne,  p.  81,  8x.  <1  A.  D.  i%88. 

f  Wal',  Hcmingford,  vol,  i.  p.  8—13.  Nic.  Trivet,  annal.  vol.  i.  p.  156 
•— 159.     Chron.  Goddovian,  ubi  Aipra.  *  A.  O.  izSp.  t  H.  KnygKton, 

Jih.  iii.  cj*p.  i.  p.  1468.  Chron.  T.  Otterboornc,  p.  82—89.  Chron.  DiuiTlap  c> 
P*  594i  595*    Hector  Boeih.  HilV«  Scot.  lib.  xiii.  foi.  Z97. 
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jpo«rer^  and  gave  hlai  a  preieitce  for  keeping  a  ftrong  (quadron 
bf  (blps  upon  the  northern  coaft»  in  right  of  his  fovcreignty 
qvfr  thofe  Teas  i  which,  though  always  claimed,  bad  not  been 
ezicrcifed  by  fome  of  his  predecefibrs  \  After  biuch  confulta* 
tiMy  aod  with  great  fotemaity,  the  king  pronoqnced  his  jodg^ 
meat  in  favour  of  Baliol,  as  defcended  from  the  eldeft  daugh* 
ter  of  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon^,  notwithftanding  Robert  ie 
Brus  was  fomewbat  nearer  in  defcent^  though  by  a  younger 
daughter  ^  who  therefore  holding  himfelf  injured,  ftill  kept  up 
liis  claim  \  which  porhaps  wa^  not  difagreeable  to  Edward,  who 
thought  nourifliing  diflenfions  in  that  kingdom  neceifary  to 
|>referve  peace  in  his  own^. 

Notwitbftanding  thefe  arduous  affairs  at  home.  King  Edward 
Was  far  from  neglecting  bis  concerns  on  the  continent,  whrrc 
he  ftill  prelerved  the  duchy  of  Guienne,  and  fome  other  domi* 
nion^  to  which  he  pafTed  over  when  occainm  required ;  andf 
contrary  ¥0  the  u(age  of  his  predece£brsy  took  all  imaginable 
icare  to  preferve  the  friend  (hip  of  France,  which  in  the  end  he 
*foand  impraflicable ;  and  that  his  rights  were  only  to  he  de« 
fended  by  forced  An  extraordinary  aft  of  French  infolence 
gave  rife  to  the  bloody  war  which  broke  out  in  the  twenty-firft 
year  of  King  Edward's  reign*,  and  of  which  I  fliall  exhibit  a 
\diiUn£t  account  from  proper  authorities.  The  firft  grounds  of 
the  quarrel  are  very  differently  reported,  both  by  our  own  and 
ibreigh  hiftdrians  j  but  the  relation  given  us  by^  Walter  of  Hc- 
mingfbrd  is  more  circumftantial  and  much  more  probable  than 
any  of  the  reft ;  and  therefore  from  him  (efpecially  as  it  has 
ttever  sqipeared  in  Englifh)  we  ihall  infert  it. 

^<  lathe  year  1295,  ^  ^^^^^  contention  happened  between  the 
<<  Englilh  (eamen  of  the  cinque  ports  and  the  mariners  of  the 
'<<  French  king  in  Normandy,  which  began  thus :  An  Engliih 
^<  /hip  putting  into  a  Normao  port,  remained  there  fome  days ; 

u  John  de  Fordaiiy  Scotichron.  vol.  iii.  p.  782.  \VaIter  Heintn{!ford,  vol, 
1.  p.  29.     Nic.  Trivet,  annil.  vol.  i.  p.  %6j,  ^  A.  D.  119^. 

«  ^Waller  Hcmiagford,  vol.  i.  p.  37,  38.  Nic.  Triv«t.  annal.  vol.  i.  p.  473, 
274-  Heftor.  Bocth.  Jiift.  Soot.  lib.  xiv.  The.  'Wdripghim.  hiff.  Angl.  p.  59. 
y  Dupleiir,  torn.  if.  p,  36S,  3(9.  Mtzeny,  torn.  li.  p.  777.  T.  Walfia^« 
ham,  p.  60.  T.  IVikc't  chron.  p,  t%s,  1x6.  Nic.  Trivet,  aoaal.  vo).  i.  p.  174, 
a  A.  D.  1x93. 
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«  vhilc  they  lay  at  anchor,  two  of  the  crew  went  to  get  fteth 
<'  water  at  a  place  not  far  diftant  from  the  fhore,  where  they 
<<  were  infulted  by  fome  Normans  of  their  own  profeffion  ;  fo 
**  that  coming  from  words  to  blows,  one  of  the  Englifhmen 
<^  was  killed,  and  the  other  flying  to  the  fliip,  related  what 
<<  bad  happened  to  his  fellow^failor ;  informing  them,  that  the 
«  Normans  were  at  his  heels.  Upon  this  they  hoifted  fail  and 
<<  put  to  fea ;  and,  though  the  Normans  followed  them,  they 
<<  neverthelefs  efcaped,  but  with  fome  difficulty :  whereupon 
<>  the  inhabitants  of  the  Englifh  ports  fought  alliftance  from 
«  their  neighbours ;  and  the  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  retain- 
<<  ing  dill  the  fame  difpeiition,  increafed  their  ftrength  daily^ 
'^  and  chafed  all  Engliih  (hips.  In  thefe  excursions,  having 
<<  had  the  fortune  to  meet  Ax,  and  to  take  two  Englifli  Teflels^ 
«  they  killed  the  failors,  hung  up  their  bodies  at  the  yard-arm^ 
<<  with  as  many  do];s ;  failing  in  this  manner  for  fome  time  on 
««  their  coafts,  and  fignifying  to  all  the  world  thereby,  that 
<<  they  made  no  fort  of  difference  between  an  EDgliihman  and 
*'  a  dog. 

<«  This,  when  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
*«  Englifh  ports,  by  the  relation  of  thofe  that  efcaped,  provok- 
<*  ed  them  to  take  the  heft  meafures  they  could  to  rerenge  fo 
'*  fignal  an  affront  $  and  having  in  vain  cruized  at  fea,  in  order 
<*  to  find  out  the  enemy,  they  entered  the  port  of  Swyn,  and 
**  having  killed  and  drowned  abundance  of  men,  carried  away 
<<  fix  fhips  I  many  a£ts  of  a  like  nature  fucceeding  this  on  both 
««  fides.  At  laft,  wearied  by  this  piratical  war,  they  by  mcf- 
*<  fengers  who  pafTed  between  them,  fixed  a  certain  day  to  dc- 
•<  cide  this  difpute  with  their  whole  ftrength  :  this  day  was  the 
**  fourteenth  of  April,  and  a  large  empty  fliip  was  fixed  in 
<*  the  middl^^  between  the  coafts  of  England  and  Normandy, 
«  to  mark  the  place  of  engagement.  The  Englifli,  againft  the 
**  time  appointed,  procured  fome  aid  from  Ireland,  Holland, 
«<  and  other  places ;  and  the  Normans  drew  to  their  afEftance 
*<  the  French,  Flemings,  and  Genoofc.  At  the  appointed  day 
"  both  parties  met,  full  of  refolution  j  and  as  their  minds 
<*  boiled  with  rage,  io  a  like  fpirit  feemed  to  agitate  the  clc- 
*'  mcnts:  ftornis  of  fnow  and  hail,  and  boifterous  gufts  of 
«  wind,  were  the  prcludts  of  an  obftin ate' battle  5  in  which  at 

"  length 
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^  length  God  gave  the  viAory  to  us  ;  many  thouCmds  being 
^  (lain,  befides  thofe  who  were  drowned  in  a  large  number  of 
^  fhips  which  perifhed;  the  vi£torious  Englifh  carrying  off 
<*  two  hundred  and  forty  fail  \  and  with  tbeie  they  returned 
•*  home. 

"  When  King  Philip  received  this  news,  though  his  brother 
<<  Charles  had  been  the  author  of  the  battle,  yet  he  fent  ambaiTa- 
^*  dors  to  the  king  of  England,  demanding  reparation  for  the 
^  wrong  done  him«  by  punilhing  fuch  as  were  concerned,  and  by 
''  the  payment  of  a  vaft  fum  for  the  lofles  which  his  merchants 
^  had  fuftained.  To  them  the  king  prudently  anfwered,  that  he 
*^  would  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  return  his  refolution  by 
<<  meflengers  of  his  own.  Agreeable  to  his  promifc,  he  fent  to 
<<  defire  the  French  king,  that  time  and  place  might  be  fixed  for 
*^  commiflioners  on  both  fides  to  meet  and  inquire  into  the  cir- 
*^  cumftances  of  the  fa£k»  in  order  to  its  being  amicably  adjuft- 
^<  ed  \  but  this  the  French  king  refufed,  and,  by  the  advice  of 
^*  his  nobility,  fummoned  the  king  of  England  to  appear,  and 
<f  anfwer  for  what  had  pafifed  in  his  court,  on  a  day  afligncd. 
f  ^  The  day  came,  and,  the  king  not  appearing,  a  new  fummons 
^  was  iiTued,  wherein  the  king  was  cited  to  appear  on  another 
<^  day,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  all  his  dominions  beyond  the 
*«  feas.  The  king,  before  this  day  elapTed,  fent  his  brother  Ed* 
<<  mund  earl  of  Lancafter,  and  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  with  in-  ' 
<<  ftruAions  for  the  making  an  e|id  of  this  bufinefs :  yet  thefc 
««  ambafiTadors,  though  they  produced  proper  credentials,  were 
<<  not  heard,  nor  even  admitted,  but  judgment  was  given,  that 
<<  the  king  ihould  lofe  Aquitain,  and  all  his  tranOnarine  domi- 
<<  nioDS,  for  his  contempt  in  not  appearing  *.'' 

Such  is  the  account  given  by  Hemingf«rd,  which  is  clear  and 
exad,  and  very  agreeable  to  what  ^  we  find  in  the  befi;  French 
authors,  particularly  Father  Daniel,  .who  very  candidly  relates, 
and  very  honeftly  blames,  this  violent  procedure  *».  But  what 
followed  was  fo  very  bafe,  that,  though  I  own  it  is  fomewhat 
befide  my  purpofe,  I  caiinoc  help  relating  it.  By  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  French  queens,  a  treaty  was  fet  an  foot  with  Pripcc 
Edmund  for  the  accommodating  all  diflerenccs.     By  this  treaty 

*  H'Uloria  de  rnbos  geflis  Edward  J.  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  39,  40,  4(.  t^  HiftoUe 

iig,  Fraoce,  tooi.  iv.  p.  3  $8. 
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it  W2IS  agreed,  ^hat,  to  fa?e  the  iionour  of  King  PUlipt  ?  f^ 
French  troops  Ihould  be  admitted  into  certain  fiorts  and  cities^ 
and  that,  after  this  mark  of  fubtniflioa,  they  fliould  be  irith«^ 
drawn,  and,  letters  of  fafe  condu£l  being  granted  to  King  Ed^^ 
ward,  he  fhouldpafs  the  feas,  and  fettle  all  things  in  a  peribnal 
conference  with  the  French  king,  the  troops  to  be  recailfid,  and 
the  fentence  vacated  in  fo/ty  days,  in  confeqnence  of  the  bdEbre^ 
mentioned  ftt)>miffion.  All  this  being  fairly  executed  by  King 
Edward,  whc^  the  time  was  elapfed,  and  the  French  tnx>pa| 
were  required  to  evacuate  the  towns.  King  Bhi^ip  roundly  dt^ 
clared^  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  treaty,  and  that  h^ 
would  by  no  means  comply  therewith  ^.  Sudi  was  the  policy  tf 
France  of  old,  apd  fuch  ti^e  honourable  means  by  which  het: 
monarchy  was  extended ! 

The  refei^tment  of  the  kii^  for  this  bafe  ufage  fhewed  itlelf  m 
various  treaties  with  foreign  princes,  as  alfo  by  fending  a  fpeedy 
relief  to  Gafcony  under  his  nephew  the:  earl  of  Richmond,  at- 
tended by  Lord  >^*  John  and  Admiral  Tiptoff  <'^  Ac  the  iam^ 
time,  to  (ecure  the  Teas,  and  prevent  any  descents  on  hU  coaft^ 
the  King  fitted  out  three  fleets,  well  provided  with  men  and 
ammunition  ;  one  from  Yarmouth,  which  was  commanded  by 
Johnde  Botecourt;  another  from  Pprtfmauth^  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  William  d^  Leibourne  ;  the  third,  which  had  the  care  of 
the  weftem  coaft,  under  the  command  of  a  valiant  knight  of 
Ireland  ^.  (n  fome  ofthe  copies  of  Trivet'j  annals,  this  i^miral 
is  faid  to  be  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  pf  Ormonde  f. 

All  thefe  fleets  did  good  fervice.  That  of  Fortfmouth,  about 
Michaelmas,  failed  into  the  mouth  ofthe  Garonne  S  and^  ha- 
ving debarked  the  troops  on  board,  took  feveral  {^aces  from  the 
French  ^ :  yet,  next  year,  the  French  king  havmg  hired  a  great 
fleet,  fome  of  our  writers  fay  not  left  than  300  CM,  they  ftood 
over  |o  the  Engliih  coaft,  .and  landing  the  troops  on  board  fud- 
denly  near  Dover,  by  the  afliftance  of  Sir  Thomas  Turbcrvillc  a 
traitor,  took  the  town  i,  and  burnt  it,  but  were  quickly  after- 

c  Walter  Hemingfoi^d,  vol.  i.  p.  42.  43.  Nic.  Trivet,  annal  vol.  L  f.  i7«, 
i77.  T.  Waliingham,  p.  61,  d  Nic.  Trivet,  annal.  vol.  i.  p.  »7^.  Walter 
Hcmlngford,  vol.  i.  p.  51.  Hiftoircde  France,  par  J.  deSerre$,p.  174.  «  Nk. 
Trivet,  annal.  vol.  i.  p.  279.  f  See  ihe  MS.  of  Trivet  in  the  library  ©f 

Itfcnoa  collc^  in  Oxford.  f  A.  D.  1194.  ^  Walter  Hemingford,  voL  i. 
p.  5<y.     Ni;:.  Trivet,  annal.  vol,  i.  p,  aSo.  t  A.  D.  1295. 
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•iranb  forced  to  fly  to  their  fliips^  irith  the  lofs  of  800  men  % 
in  the  mean  time,  the  Yarmouth  fleet  made  a  defcent  in  Nor- 
taandy,  tmrnt  the  tovn  of  Cherbourg,  and  fpoiled  4  rich  abbey'. 
The  Pordftno^th  fquadron  «lfo,  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  took 
fifteen  fail  ot  i$paniOi  merchantmen,  riphly  laden,  and  brooght 
theoA  into  Sandwich'*.  To  balance  this,  there  happened  an  un- 
forefeen  ftroke  at  Berwick  «,' where  the  Engh'fli  fleet  raflily  en- 
teritig  the  harbour,  the  Scots  deftroyed  four  ihrps,  and  the  reft 
with  fpifte  diCcnlty  efcaped  ». 

In  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  refgn,  the  king  made  great 
preparations  for  inrading  Flanders,  and  not  with  ftanding  he  met 
with  nriany  interruptions  from  his  barons  and  dergy,  yet  by  the 
iatter  end  of  A^g^ft  b.^  fa^ed  from  Winchelfca  with  a  mighty 
fleet,  having  a  gallant  army  of  between  fifty  and  fixty  thoufand 
fncn  t>^  board,  and  landed  at  Sl^y8  in  Flanders  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  the  fame  month  P^  where  a  very  unlucky  accident  fell 
out.  The  fquadron  from  the  cinque  por.s,  quarreling  with  the 
Yarmouth  mariners,  fuddenly  fell  to  bjows  i  fo  th^t,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  king*s  intcrpofitionj,  a  dcfpcrate  engagement  foU 
lowed,  wherein  twenty  fhips  pf  the  Yjirmouth  fquadron  were 
burnt,  moft  of  the  men  on  beard  them  lofV,  and  three  of  the 
Inrgeft  fhips  in  the  navy,  one  of  which  had  the  king's  ireafure 
on  boardjj  were  driven  out  to  fca,  and^  not  without  much  diffi- 
culty, efcaped*.  This  was  an  ill  beginning  j  and  indeed  nothing 
anfwerable  to  the  force  employed  therein  was  done  through  the 
whole  expedition  ;  yet  in  one  refpcft  they  were  fortunate  \  for 
the  French  having  formed  a  fchcme  for  burning  their  whole 
xiavy  in  the  harbour  of  Dam,  it  was  lyckily  difcovered ;  and 
^he  Englifh  fleet,  putting  to  fea,  efcaped ^  The  king's  confe- 
derates abroad  alfo  fell  from  their  promlfcs ;  and  the  Flemings,  to 
whofe  afliftance  the  Englifla  came,  making  a  fudden  dcfcftion, 
the  king  was  next  year  obliged  to  return  to  England,  as  well  on 
account  of  th,efe  mifcarriagcs,  as  to  quiet  his  barons,  and  to  re- 

k  Walter  Hemingfard,  vol.  i.  p.  59,     Nic,  Trivrt.  annal.  toI.  i.  p.  184,  iSf, 
J|f.  Koyghcon,  p.  1503,  41104.     Mcxeray,  vol.ii.  p.  789.  1  Nic.  Trivcf,  an- 

val.  voL  i.  p.  ^84.         ^  Tht>in.  Walfingham,  hid.  Anel.  p.  64.  «  A.  D. 

XI 96.  0  Walter  HcmUigford,  vol.  i.  p.  90.     Thorn.  W*lfinpliam,  hif>. 

>^n«!,  p.  €6.     H.  Knyghtnn,  p.  35 ix.  P  1*97.  *J  Nic.  Trivet,  acnji, 

y*4,A,  p.  304.     Walter  Herningford;  vo!.  i.  p.  iq6.  r  >?ic.  Trivet,  annal. 

vol.  i.  p.  s^S%    Holinjihcd**  chroniclr^  p.  3,04. 
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prefs  the  Scots,  who,  at  the  inftigatbn  of  the  French,  took  up 

^iriDs,  and  invaded  the  kingdom*. 

The  kingi  according  to  his  difpofition  of  entertaining  peace  on 
the  continent  if  poffible,  while  be  had  affairs  of  moment  to  em- 
ploy  him  nearer  home,  was  content,  notwithftanding  the  inju- 
ries he  received,  to  make  a  peace  with  King  Philip,  which  in  the 
twcnty-feventh  year  of  his  reign'  was  confirmed*,  and  by  the 
mediation  of  T?ope  Boniface  VIIL  made  more  explicit  by  a 
treaty ;  wherein  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  king  of  England  (hould 
marry  the  French  king's  fifter,  and  his  fon  Prince  Edward  the 
daughter  of  the  faid  king,  and  that  the  duchy  of  Aquitain  (hould 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Pope,  until  the  matters  in  difference 
between  the  two  kings  (hould  be  inquired  into,  and  fettled,  with 
many  other  articles  to  be  feen  at  large  in  Rymer's  coUet^ion  ^. 
This  truce,  indifferently  performed  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
fubfifted  to  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  king  ',  and  then  a  peace  was 
concluded  between  the  two  crowns,  of  which  the  third  anide 
contained  a  reciprocal  engagement,  that  neither  of  the  contrad* 
ing  parties  (hould  afford  any  manner  of  aid  or  afliftance  to  the 
enemies  of  the  other,  or  fuffer  the  fame  to  be  given,  in  any  way 
whatever,  in  any  of  the  territories  or  places  under  their  power« 
and  that  they  (hould  forbid  the  (ame  to  be  done  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  body  and  goods  to  the  offenders,  t^c.  I  mention  this 
article  particularly,  becaufe,  in  confequcnce  of  it,  there  fell  out 
the  clcareft  proofs  of  the  king  of  England's  abfolute  fovereignty 
of  the  fea,  that  could  be  deiired  or  wilhed ;  a  clearer  proof,  per- 
haps, than  the  whole  world  can  (hew,  in  refpedi  to  the  prero- 
gative of  a  prince,  with  regard  to  other  princes  y.  It  happened 
thus : 

The  war  ftill  continuing  between  Philip  the  Fair  and  the  Fle- 
mings, that  prince  thought  fit  to  fend  a  great  fleet  to  fea  under 
the  command  of  a  Genoefe  nobleman,  whofc  name  was  Reyner 
Grirabaldi,  (moft  of  our  writers  call  him  Grimbaltz,)  to  whom 
he  gave  the  title  of  Admiral,  and  who,  under  colour  of  this  com- 
rnifEon,  took  feveral  (hips  of  different  nations,  bound  for  the 
ports  of  Flanders,  laden  with  various  kinds  of  goods.     Upon 

«  Walter  Hemingfurd,  vol.  i.  p.  148.  «  A.  D.  1199,  •  Walter  He- 

mingford,  vol.  i.  p.  x68,  169,  Annal.  AVing'^^"*  N'ic.  Trivtt.  innsl.  vol.  i.  p.  314, 
315,  ^  Fcsdera,  tojn.  ii.  p.  840,  ^  A.  D,  1303,  Y  Jbid.  p.  941, 
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this,  complaints  were  made  to  the  kings  of  England  and  France, 
who  jointly  appointed  commiQioners  to  hear  and  determine  the 
matters  contained  in  them. 

To  thefe  commiflioners,  therefore,  a  remonftrance  was  pre- 
fented  in  the  name  of  the  procurators  of  the  prelates  and  nobles, 
and  of  the  admiral  of  the  Englifh  feas,  and  of  the  communities 
of  cities  and  towns ;  likewife  of  the  merchants,  manners,  ftran- 
gers  reiident,  and  all  others  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, and  other  territories  fubje£t  to  the  faid  king  of  England ; 
as  alfo  the  inhabitants  of  other  maritime  places,  fuch  as  Genoa, 
Catalonia,  Spain,  Germany,  Zeland,  Holland,  Frizeland,  Den-r 
mark,  Norway,  i^c.  fetting  forth,  that  whereas  the  kings  of 
England,  by  right  of  the  faid  kingdom,  have  from  time  to  time, 
whereof  there  is  no  memorial  to  the  contrary,  been  in  peaceable 
pofleiBonof  the  fovereignty  of  the  EngliOi  feas,  and  of  the  iflands 
fituate  within  the  fame,  with  power  of  ordaining  and  eftablifhing 
laws,  ftatutes,  and  prohibitions  of  arms,  and  of  (hips  otherwife 
fumiihed  than  merchantmen  ufed  to  be ;  and  of  taking  fecurity, 
and  giving  protection,  in  all  cafes  where  need  (hall  require ;  and 
of  ordering  all  other  things  neceiTary  for  the  maintaining  of 
peace,  right,  and  equity,  among  all  manner  of  people,  as  well 
of  other  dominions  as  their  own,  pafling  through  the  faid  feas, 
and  the  fovcreign  guard  thereof;  and  alfo,  of  taking  all  manner 
of  cognizance  in  caufes,  and  of  doing  right  and  juftice  to  high 
and  low,  according  to  the  faid  laws,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  and 
prohibitions,  and  all  other  things,  which  to  the  exercife  of  fo- 
vereign  jurifdiAion  in  the  places  aforefaid  may  appertain  :  and 
whereas  A.  de  B.  (Lord  Coke  *  fays  his  name  was  de  Botetort) 
admiral  of  the  faid  fea,  deputed  by  the  faid  king  of  England, 
and  all  other  admirals  deputed  by  the  faid  king  of  England,  and 
his  anceftors  formerly  kings  of  England,  have  been  in  peaceable 
pofieiBon  of  the  faid  fovereign  guard,  with  power  of  jurifdiflion, 
and  all  the  other  powers  before-mentioned,  (except  in  cafe  of 
appeal,  and  complaint  made  of  them  to  their  fovereigns  the 
kings  oi  England,  in  default  of  juftice,  or  for  evil  judgment),  and 
cfpecially  of  making  prohibitions,  doing  juflice,  and  taking  fecu- 
rity for  good  behaviour  from  all  manner  of  people  carrying  arms 

a  loflit.  lib.  {?.  c.  IS. 
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en  the  €x\d  fea,  or  failing  in  (hips  otherwUe  fitted  ont  w^  arii^ 
cd  than  merchant  (hipi  ufed  to  be,  and  in  all  other  caTes  where 
a  man  may  have  reafonable  caufe  of  fufpicioh  towards  them  of 
piracy,  or  other  mifdbings :  and  whereas  the  mafters  of  Ihlps^ 
of  the  faid  kingdom  of  England,  in  the  abfence  of  the  bad 
admirals,  have  been  in  peaceable  pofieffion  of  takil^g  cognizance, 
and  judging  of  all  fai^s  upon  the  faid  Tea,  between  all  manner  of 
people,  according  to  the  laws,  ftaiutes,  prQhibition3,  fra»^hife8, 
and  cuiloms :  and  whereas,  in  the  ]^il  article  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance,  lately  made  between  the  faid  kings  at  Paris,  the  wordd 
following  are  fet  down»  viz,  Firfl:  6{  all  it  is  agreed  an4  con^ 
eluded  bet;ween  us,  the  envoys  and  agents  above*memioned,  in 
the  names  of  the  faid  kings,  that  they  fliall  be  to  each  other,  {ot 
the  future,  good,  true,  and  faithful  friends  and  allies  againft  all 
the  world  (except  the  church  of  Rome),  in  fuch  manner,  thai 
if  any  one  or  more,  whofoever  they  be^  {hall  go  abotit  to  intet<^ 
rupt,  hinder,  or  moleft  the  faid  kings,  in  tkeir  fratichifes^  libor- 
ties,  privileges,  rights,  or  cuftoms,  of  them  and  their  kingdoms; 
they  (hall  be  good  and  faithful  friends,  and  aiding  againil  aU 
Aien  living,  and  ^eady  to  die,  to  defend,  keep  and  maintain,  the 
ab9.ve-mentioned  franchifes,  libertieis^  rights,  and  cuftoms,  i^c^ 
aiid  that  the  one  i(hould  not  be  of  coiinfel,  nor  give  aid  ot  aflifl«* 
artce  in  any  thing  whereby  the  other  may  lofe  life^  limb,  eftate^ 
or  honour.  And  whereas  Mr.  Reyncr  GrimbaltlS,  mailer  of  the 
fiiips  of  the  faid  king  of  France,  who  calls  hirafelf  adfi^iral  of 
the  faid  fca,  being  deputed  by  his  fQ\xreign  aforefaid,  in  his  war 
againft  the  Flemings,  did,  (after  the  above- meiitiohed  alliance 
\Vas  made  and  ratiiied,  and  agaihft  the  tenor  and  obligation  of 
the  faid  alliance,  and  the  intention  of  thofe  who  msideit)  wrong^^ 
fully  affume  and  exercife  the  office  of  admiral  in  the  faid  ica  of 
England,  above  the  fpace  of  a  year^i  by  commiiTioti  from  the  faid 
king  of  France,  taking  the  fubjecls  and  merchants  of  the  king^ 
dom  of  England,  and  of  other  countries,  paffing  updn  the  faid 
fcas  with  their  goods,  and  did  caft  the  men  fo  taken  into  the 
prifons  of  his  faid  mafter  the  king  of  France,  and,  by  his  otjHI 
judgment  and  award,  did  caufe  to  be  delivered,  their  goods  and 
merchandizes  to  receivers  cftabliflied  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  lea* 
ports  of  the  faid  king,  as  forfeit  and  confifcate  to  him;  and  his 
taking  and  detaining  the  faid  men  with  their  faid  goods  and  mer- 

chandizc5« 
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chandizes,  and  his  judgment  and  award  on  them  as  forfeit  and 
confi(cate>  hath  pretended  in  writing  to  juftify  before  you,  the 
LordsCommiflionersyby  authority  of  the  aforefaid  commifllon  for 
the  office  of  admiral  by  him  thus  uAirped,  and  againft  the  gene- 
ral prohibition  made  by  the  king  of  England,  in  places  within 
his  power,  in  purfuance  of  the  third  article  of  the  before-men- 
tioned  alliance,  containing  the  words  above  written,  and  hath 
therefore  required,  that  he  maybe  acquitted  and  abfolved  of  the 
fame,  to  the  great  damage  and  prejudice  of  the  faid  king  of  Eng- 
land, and  of  the  prelates,  nobles,  and  others  before  mentioned  : 
wtierefore  the  faid  procurators  do,  in  the  names  of  their  (aid 
lords,  pray  you,  the  Lords  Commiffioners  before -mentioned,  that 
due  and  fpeedy  delivery  of  the  faid  men,  fliips,  goods,  and  mer- 
chandizes, fo  taken  and  detained,  may  be  made  to  the  admiral 
of  the  faid  king  of  England,  to  whom  the  cognizance  of  this 
matter  doth  rightfully  appertain,  as  is  above  faid,  that  fo,  with* 
out  difturbance  from  you,  or  any  one  elfe,  he  may  take  cogni* 
zance  thereof,  and  do  what  belongs  to  his  aforefaid  office ;  and 
that  the  aforefaid  Mr.  Reyner  may  be  condemned,  and  constrain* 
ed  to  make  due  fatisfadlion  for  all  the  faid  damages,  fo  far  forth 
as  he  (hall  be  able  to  do  the  iame  ;  and  in  default  thereof,  hi^ 
faid  mafter,  the  king  of  France,  by  whom  he  was  deputed  to 
the  faiJ'office,  and  that,  after  due  fatisfaction  fliall  be  made  for 
the  faid  damages,  the  faid  Mr,  Reyner  may  be  fo  duly  puniihed 
for  the  violation  of  the  faid  allowance,  as  that  the  fame  may  be 
an  example  to  others  for  time  to  come*. 

Thus  far  the  remonftrance  i  on  which  other  writers  having 
largely  infifted,  let  us  content  ourfelves  with  making  a  few  ob- 
vious refleftions.  I,  It  appears  from  this  paper,  that  the  domi- 
nion of  the  fea  had  not  only  been  claimed,  but  exercifed  and 
poiTeiled,  by  the  kings  of  England,  for  time  immemorial;  which 
is  fufficient  to  give  fomc  credit  to  the  fafts  which  we  have  rela* 
ted  from  the  Britifli  hiftory :  for  as  to  the  times  fince  the  Ro- 
man invafion,  they  were,  in  an  hiftorical  fenfe,  within  memory. 
II.  It  is  clear,  from  hence,  what  the  dominion  of  the  fea  wa», 
t>/z.  a  jurifdiflion  over  the  vcflels  of  all  nations  paffing  thereon 
for  the  common  benefit  of  all,  for  the  preventing  piracies,  the 

•  Selden*$  mare  chaAmi,  lilj.  u.  cap.  27,  aS.    Coke's  infttt.  Ub.  iv.  cip.  ai. 
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pTOtcGAon  of  commerccy  and  the  ^ecifion  of  unforefeen  d% 
putes.  III.  It  18  no  lefs  apparent,  that  this  was  ^n  exclufivo 
jttrifdidion,  in  which  no  other  potentate  had  any  (hare ;  which 
Riuft  have  been  founded  either  in  common  cpufent,  or  in  fupe- 
f  ioritf  of  ftrength  ^  either  of  which  afforded  a  good  tit]e«  1V« 
We  fee,  by  this  remonftrancc»  th^^t  the  dominipn  of  the  fea 
reftiqg  ia  the  king  of  England^  wa$  a  point  not  pnly  known  to^ 
b^t  maintained  hy^  the  Genoefe,  Spaniards,  Germans,  HoUan^ 
dcrs,  Dane^^  and,  in  ihort,  by  all  the  maritime  powers  then  in 
Europe  j  which  is  fufiicient  to  evince,  that  tf ^de  was  far  from 
being  at  a  Ip^  ^bb ;  and  that  the  prerogative  of  the  (Towa  of 
England,  in  this  refped),  had  been  hitherto  fo  exercifcd,  as  tq 
gender  it  a  common  advantage.  V.  We  perceive,  that  fprcign-r 
ers  were  fo  jealous  of  the  aiTuming  temper  of  the  French  prin- 
ces, that  they  would  not  admi^  the  commander  in  chief  of  their 
naval  force  to  bear  the  title  of  Admiral,  which  they  apprehend- 
ed to  include  a  title  to  jurifdi£lion ;  and  therefore  would  have 
this  Rcyner  Grimbalt^  ftyled  only  Martyr  of  the  (hips  to  the 
king  of  France.  VI.  We  muft  obferve^  that  the  Commiffion^ 
ers,  tq  whom  this  remonftrance  is  addreifed,  neither  had,  noc 
claimed  any  naval  jurifdiflion  whatfqever,  b^t  were  appointed 
to  hear  and  determine  whether  ICing  £dward'<s  prerogative^  a^ 
fovereign  of  the  fta,  had  been  invaded  by  this  Reyncr  Grim-: 
baltz,  in  contravention  of  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty  bctweca 
the  crowns  of  England  ^nd  France,  whereby  the  contrafting 
parties  covenanted  to  maintain  each  others  prerogatives;  and 
f  onfequently,  the  French  king  was  boui^d  to  maintain  this  pre* 
rogative  of  iS^ing  fldward^  which  gave  pccaGon  to  the  commit 
fion.  yil.  We  owe  the  knowledge  pf  this  whole  affair  not  to 
pur  hiftorians,  but  to  pur  records;  whence  we  may  fafely  de- 
duce this  confecjuence,  that  the  want  of  fzSts  to  fupport  fuch  a 
jurifdiftion  throughout  preceding  reigns,  ought  not  to  be  urged 
as  a  juft  objeftion;  becaufe,  as  I  once  before  hinted,  moft  of 
thofe  who  applied  themfelves  to  writing  hiftory,  were  very  little 
acquainted  with  thefc  matters. 

But  there  is  one  thing  more  relating  to  this  affair,  wWch  de- 
fcrves  particular  attention  ;  and  that  is,  the  plea  put  in  by  Rey- 
ner  Grimbaltz,  in  anfwcr  to  this  remonftrance.  He  did  not  dif- 
putc  the  king  of  England's  fovereignty  ;  he  did  not  plead  any 

power 
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^4rer  derived  to  himfelf  from  the  French  king's  commiflion : 
but  what  he  infilled  on  was,  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  be* 
fore-mentioned>  which  he  would  have  to  be  thus  underftood  : 
that  King  Edward  having  contracted  not  to  give  any  aid  or  af- 
fiftance,  or  to  fuffer  ^ny  aid  or  affiflance  to  be  given  to  the  ene- 
mies of  King  Phih'p ;  and  having  alfo  a£iually  iflued  out  9  prohi* 
bition,  forbidding  any  fuch  practices  i  it  followed,  in  his  opinion, 
that  all  fuch  as,  after  this  prohibition,  relieved  the  Flemings,  by 
tnenchandiee  or  otherwife,  were  to  be  edeemed  enemies,  of 
tvhatfoever  liation  they  were :  and  that  he,  having  taken  none 
but  the  perfons  and  goods  of  fuch,  conceived  himfelf  to  have 
a  permiflion  fo  to  do  by  virtue  of  the  faid  prohibition ;  where- 
by Iting  Edward,  according  to  his  interpretation,  had  fignified, 
that  he  would  not  take  it  as  an  injury  done  to  him,  although 
the  (hips  of  fuch  offenders  fhould  be  taken  in  his  feas  by  the 
French  klng^s  officers.  I  (hall  not  enter  into  the  reafonablene(s 
or  validity  of  this  defence^  the  ifTue  of  which  is  not  known ; 
but  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that  it  contains  the  clcareii: 
conce{&on  on  the  part  of  France,  that  can  be  defik'ed  *,  becaufe 
this  man  def  ives  the  legality  6f  his  own  atStions,  if  they  were 
legal,  not  from  the  commifTion  of  the  prince  he  ferved,  but 
from  the  king  of  England's  prohibition  %  fo  that,  in  reality,  he 
dflerts  himfelf  to  have  a&cd  Under  the  £ngli(h  fbvereigncy,  and 
from  thence  etpeAed  bis  acquittal  <>. 

Many  other  inftances  of  this  king's  claiming  and  exerciiing 
the  fovcrcignty  of  the  fea  might  be  produced^  if  they  were  at 
oil  netefTary  (  bat  ds,  at  that  time,  the  title  of  our  kings  was 
no  way  conteded,  it  is  not  necelTary  to  detain  the  reader  longer 
on  this  head^  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  fpent  ii^  fubduing 
Scotland,  on  which  he  had  particularly  fet  his  heart,  as  appears^ 
by  his  directing  his  dead  body  to  be  carried  about  that  country^ 
till  every  part  of  it  was  brought  under  his  fon*s  dominion.  In 
this  temper  of  mind  he  died,  in  a  manner,  in  the  field  ;  for  ht 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  conveyed  from  Carlifle  to  a  village  cal- 
led Burgh  upon  Sands,  where  he  dcceafcd  on  July  17,  1307,  in 
the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  fixty-ninth  of  his  age*. 

h  Selden,  nW  fapia.  Molloy,  dc  jure  maritimo  &  navali,  cap.  ▼.  c  Wtlt, 

Heiringford,  vol.  i.  p.  ij7,  ijS,  239.  Nic.  Trivet,  annal.  p.  346,  347.  Cbron. 
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He  was,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  braveft,  and  moft  polke 
princes,  that  ever  fat' on  the  Engliih  throne-  He  rightly  judged, 
that  he  could  never  be  formidable  abroad,  till  he  had  eftabliflied 
unanimity  at  home;  which  was  the  reafon  that,  atfuch  an  eX'- 
pence  of  blood  and  treafure,  be  annexed  Wales  for  ever  to  his 
dominions;  and  endeavoured,  with  fuch  earneftnefs,  to  add 
Scotland  to  them  likewife ;  which,  if  he  had  lived,  he  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  done;  and  then,  no  doubt,  the  French 
would  have  felt  the  weight  of  his  whole  power.  For  though 
he  was  too  wife  to  be  diverted  from  the  profecution  of  his  de- 
figns  by  any  of  the  arts  of  his  enemies,  yet  he  was  a  monarch 
of  too  great  fpirit  to  bear  the  injuftice  done  him  by  France, 
longer  than  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  required.  As  he  fet  the 
fiate  in  order  at  his  firft  coming  to  the  throne,  fo  he  left  the 
government  thoroughly  eftablifhed  at  the  time  of  his  deceale  ; 
which,  with  a  numerous  army  and  potent  fleet,  he  configned  to 
his  fon,  who  refembled  him  very  little,  either  in  his  virtue  ^or 
his  fortune. 

Edwakd  IL  fuccecdcd  this  monarch  in  the  throne  with  the 
general  fatisfa£l;ion  of  the  nation.  His  firft  care  was  to  folem- 
nize  the  marriage,  concluded  for  him  by  his  father,  with  the 
princefs  Ifabella,  daughter  to  the  French  King ;  and  for  that 
purpofe  he  paffed  the  feas,  and  went  to  Paris,  where  he  was 
very  magnificently  received,  and  the  ceremony  of  his  nuptials 
was  performed  with  extraordinary  iplendour.  His  marriage 
over,  he  returned  to  England  with  his  new  queen,  and  was 
crowned  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Matthias,  with  all  imaginable  tefti* 
monies  of  joy  and  affe£lion  from  the  people  <>.  But  this  fair 
weather  was  foon  over ;  for  he  fhortly  after  bringing  back  his 
favourite,  called  by  moft  of  our  writers  Gavefton,  but  whole 
true  name  feems  to  have  been  Piers,  or  Peter  de  Gaberfton,  a 
Gafcon,  the  barons  took  fuch  an  offence  thereat,  and  at  the 
extravagant  marks  of  royal  favour  he  afterwards  received,  that 
more  than  one  civil  war  happened  upon  his  account,  which  hin- 
dered the  King  from  applying  himfelf  to  the  care  of  his  con- 
cerns abroad,  as  well  as  the  nobility  from  rendering  him  thofe 

<)  A.  D.  1308. 
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fcrviccs  to  which  they  were  heartily  inclined.  Thcfe  jcaloufics 
and  difputes  ended  not  but  with  the  death  of  the  king's  minion* 
by  whom  they  were  occafioned ;  and  who  falling  into  the  hands 
ofthelordsy  had  his  head  ftnick  off  without  any  form  of 
juAice.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  French  counfellors  about 
the  queen  were  the  chief  inftigators  of  this  h€ti  at  leail  as  to 
the  manner  of  doing  it ;  and  yet  after  it  was  done,  they  in£amed 
the  king's  difcontents,  and  by  thus  dividing  this  nation,  kept 
their  own  quiet  ^  • 

In  the  year  1313,  Robert  le  Bnis,  king  of  Scotland,  invaded  * 
England  with  a  great  army,  which  roufed  the  king  from  his 
lethargy,  and  obliged  him  to  provide. for  the  nation's  iafety, 
and  his  own  honour.  The  next  year,  therefore,  he  aifembled  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  realm,  and  marched  therewith  north- 
ward, intending  to  have  reduced  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, according  to  his  father's  direAions  upon  his  death-bed  ; 
but  thofe  difafters  which  always  .attend  princes  when  on  ill 
terms  with  their  fubjefls,  waited  on  this  unfortunate  expedi- 
tion; fo  that  in  a  general  engagement  on  June  24,  13 14,  the 
Engli(h  were  entirely  defeated,  though  the  King  difcovered 
much  perfonal  courage,  and  when  all  fell  into'  confufion,  was 
with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  fly.  He  certainly  meant  to 
Iiave  attempted  at  leaft  the  repairing  this  misfortune,  by  invading 
Scotland  witKa  new  army ;  but  his  reputation  was  fo  much  in- 
jured by  his  late  defeat,  and  his  nobility  were  fo  unwilling  to 
fight  under  his  banners  f,  that  all  his  endeavours  came  to  no* 
thing;  and  he  had  befides  the  misfortune  to  fee,  not  only  the 
northern  parts  of  England  ravaged,  but  Ireland  alfo  invaded 
by  the  Scots,  whom  his  father  had  left  in  fo  low  a  condition, 

«  Walter  Hemtngford,  to!,  i.  p.  i4i,  Contin.  a«nal.  Nic.  Trivrt.  per  Adam 
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KnyghtoBy  p.  X5^.  Thon.  de  la  Moor  vit.  Edward*  II.  p.  593.  T.  Oiter* 
bourne,  p.  X 09, 1 10.  '  Johan.  Trokelowe,  annal.  Edward  II.  p.  i— 18.  Ano« 
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And  fo  little  likely  to  defend  their  oinl)  inftead  of  ofiendih^ 
others* 

Thb  defigfi  of  the  Scots  upon  Ireland  was  irery  deeply  laid^ 
And  nothing  lefs  utras  intended  than  an  entire  conqueft  of  thd 
liland.  For  this  purpofe  King  Robert  le  Brus  fent  orer  his 
brother  Edward,  who  took  tipon  him  the  title  of  King  of  Ire-» 
land,  and  who  landed  in  the  north  with  fix  thoufand  men,  a  t 
tended  by  the  earls  of  Murray  and  Monteithj  Lord  Jobd 
Stuart,  Lord  John  Campbell,  and  many  other  peribns  of  di£* 
tindrion;  and  by  the  afliftance  of  the  native  Itifhf  quickly  re* 
duced  a  great  part  of  the  country.  Tiiis  war  lafted  fetcral 
years;  King  Robert  going  over  thither  at  laft  in  perfon;  and 
in  all  probability  had  carried  his  point,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  hafty  temper  of  his  brother.  Sir  Edmund  Butler,  in  tha 
beginning  of  thefe  (lirs,  had  with  the  Englilh  forces  done  all 
that  iii  a  very  diflra^led  ftate  of  affairs  could  be  done  for  the 
J)refervation  of  the  iOand,  till  fuch  time  as  the  king  fent  over 
Lord  Roger  Mortimer,  with  a  very  fmali  forde  to  reprefs  th^ 
Invaders ;  who  engaging  Edward  le  Brus  in  the  famous  battle 
of  Armagh,  which  the  Scots  Xfirj  imprudently  fought  before 
they  were  joined  by  King  Robert  and  his  forces ;  the  EngUfh 
gained  a  complete  viAory  < ;  the  pretended  King  Edward  b^ng 
ilain  upon  the  i^ot,  his  head  carried  by  the  Lord  Birmingham 
into  England,  and  there  prefentcd  to  King  Edward^*  After 
this  all  matters  in  Ireland  were  fo  well  fettled,  that  the  king 
had  thoughts  of  retiriiig  thither,  when  finking  under  his  mis« 
fortunes ;  and  had  probably  done  (Of  if  he  had  remained  maftef 
of  the  fca. 

The  king  drew  thefe  troubles  upon  himfclf  by  fullering  hi« 
new  favourites,  the  Spenfers,  to  guide  him  in  all  things  }  fioce^ 
by  this  he  equally  difgufted  his  nolMlity  and  his  own  family* 
A  difhonourable  treaty  he  had  made  with  Scotland^  was  ano« 
thcr  ground  of  difcontent ;  and  while  things  went  on  fo  ill  ^t 
home,  there  wanted  not  fome  caufes  of  difquiet  abroad.  Charles 
IV.  of  France,  brother  to  Queen  Ifabel,  pretending  to  tak« 

e  Chron,  Hibern.  Adam  MoHmsth,  vol.  ii.  p.  it^  29,  49,  53,  JoKail4 
Trokt'lowe,  annal.  Ed>^ard  II.  p.  33,  44.  J.  Fordon  Scotichronicony  voh  iv* 
p.  icQ%,  X009*  '^-  Walfingbam.  p.  107,  iii,  Kedor  Bc«cht  bift.  Scot.  lib.  xm 
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uoibrage  becaufe  j^ing  Edward  did  not  affift  at  his  coronations 
lent  his  uncle,  Charles  dc  Valoii^i  into  Guyenne,  a  great  part 
of  which  he  quickly  reduced,  and  grieYoufly  diftrefled  Edmund 
<:arl  of  Kent,  the  king's  hrother,  who  was  ftnt  to  defend  that 
province  ^  infomuch  that  he  agreed  with  the  French  general  to 
come  over,  and  pcrfuade  hi$  brbtber  to  give  King  Charles  fati£f 
ia^tion,  or  elfe  to  render  himfelf,  if  the  king  of  England  was 
inflexible,  priibner  of  war ;  by  which  capitulation  he  preierved 
the  few  towns  the  Englifh  ftill  retained  in  Guyenno,  though  he 
thereby  paved  the  way,  perhaps  involuntarily,  for  bis  unfortu- 
nate brother's  depofition  and  dedruAion  K 

As  foon  as  King  Edward  was  informed  of  what  had  piiiled» 
}ie  took  it  extremely  to  heart,  bani(hed  the  French  who  were 
about  the  perfon  of  the  queen,  and  had  thoughts  of  entering 
immediately  into  a  war  with  that  crown ;  but  finding  it  impofTi** 
t>le  to  obtain  fupplies  from  his  parliament,  he  fuddenly  changed 
his  purpofe,  and  refolved  to  fend  over  Queen  Ifabella  to  treat 
with  her  brother,  and  to  endeavour  to  accommodate  the  differ- 
ences which  had  happened  between  them ;  and  upon  this  errand 
£he  accordingly  went.  By  her  ^applications,  the  Freqch  king 
was  not  only  drawn  tQ  pafs  by  what  had  given  him  offence^ 
but  was  likewife  induced  to  give  him  the  dukedom  of  Aquitain, 
and  the  earldom  of  Foidou  to  prince  Edward  his  nephew,  on 
condition  that  he  came  and  did  him  homage  for  them  in  perfon  | 
though,  to  preferve  appearances,  letters  of  fafe  condu£);  wer« 
{ilfo  fent  to  tl\e  king,  that  be,  in  cafe  he  fo  thought  fit,  might 
alfo  go  over  to  France,  and  take  pofleflion  of  thofe  countries'^. 
When  King  Edward  had  confidered  tbcfe  conditions,  and  con- 
fulted  with  his  favourites,  he  refolved  to  fend  over  the  prince 
(o  his  mother,  in  order  to  the  due  execution  of  the  treaty. 
This  was  all  that  the  queen  and  her  party  wanted:  for  no 
iboner  was  the  heir  of  the  crown  in  France  under  their  tuition, 
than  immediately  they  began  to  i^egociate  a  treaty  of  marriage 
between  him  and  the  dapghter  of  the  earl  of  Hainault,  direflly 

1  Mczcrsy  abregc  de  Thifl.  de  France,  torn.  tl.  p.  841.  Le  Gendre  hift.  de 
France,  torn,  iii.  p.  431.  Adam  Murimutb,  vol:  ti.  p.  ^i.  T.  de  U  Moor, 
Vic.  Edward  11.  p.  596.    Thorn.   Walfingham,  p,  iix.  k  Paul  £my\e^ 

hiO.  desRoisde  France,  p.  49 ?•  ?•  Daniel,  hift.  de  France,  torn,  ivi  p.  4f» 
i|7,    Rymcr's  Fordera,  torn,  W.  p.  195. 

contrary 


144  NAVALHISTORY 

contrary  to  his  father's  inftruAions;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
made  all  the  neceflary  difpofitibns  for  invading  England,  as  foon 
as  this  marriage  was  brought  about'.  The  king  having  no  in- 
telligence of  thefe  proceedings,  fent  poCtive  orders  to  the  queen 
and  his  fon  to  return  home ;  and  on  their  refufal  proclaimed 
them  enemies  to  the  kingdom,  and  at  tbe  fame  time  began  to 
a£tvigoroufly  againft  France;  fending  orders  to  his  admiral  to 
cruize  on  the  French  coafis  j  particularly  to  the  conftable  of 
Dover-caftle,  and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports  ;  who  executed 
his  commands  fo  efFeAually,  that' in  a  {hort  time  a  hundred  and 
twenty  fail  of  (hips  belonging  to  Normandy  were  brought  into 
the  Englifh  ports  i^.  This  had  fuch  an  cScGt  upon  King 
Charles,  that  in  appearance  at  leaft  he  abandoned  his  fifter  ^ : 
though  a  French  hiftorian  intimates,  that  it  was  rather  occafion* 
cd  by  her  too  great  familiarity  with  Roger  Lord  Mortimer. 
However  it  was,  the  queen  retired  firft  into  Guycnne,  and  went 
thciKTC  with  her  fon,  the  prince,  to  the  court  of  the  earl  of 
Hainault,  where  ihc  openly  profecutcd  her  defign  of  attacking 
her  hufband,  in  fupport  of  which  flie  had  formed  a  ftrong  party 
in  England. 

The  king  on  his  fide  provided  the  beft  he  could  for  his  de- 
fence, which  however  did  not  hinder  her  landing  with  three 
thoufand  men,  at  Orewell  in  Suffolk,  a  little  before  Michael- 
mas :  an  inconfiderable  force,  in  proportion  to  the  defign,  and 
yet  it  is  hard  to  conceive  even  how  thefe  were  landed,  with- 
out the  connivance  at  leaft  of  fuch  as  had  the  command  of 
the  king's  fleet :  which  may  with  the  greater  reafon  be  fufpcft- 
ed,  fince  immediately  after  her  arrival  the  earl  of  Lancafter  and 
moft  of  the  nobility  came  in  to  her  affiftance  ;  fo  that  the  king 
feeing  himfclf  defertcd,  was  forced  to  retire,  or  rather  was 
compelled  to  fly  into  Wales ;  where  finding  himfelf  abandoned 
by  thofe  about  him,  he  went  on  board  a  fmall  fliip,  intending 
to  retire  to  Ireland;  but  after  tofling  to  anij  fro  a  whole  week, 
he  landed  again  in  Glamorganfliire,  where  for  fome  time  he 
lay  hid. 

1  Adam  Mnrimuth,  vol.  ii.  p.  63.    Thorn.  Ac  U   Moor,  vit.  Edward  II.  p. 
598.     Thorn.  WalCngham,  1x3.  »  Polydor.  Virgil,  lib.  xviii.    Thorn, 

WalGnghami  Ypodigma  Neuftria,  p.  507,  508.  Mczcray,  tom.  ii.  p.  843^ 
ft44.  »  A.  D.  13»5. 
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At  Uft  being  difcovered,  he  was  carried  prifoner  to  Mon^ 
mouth,  and  thence  to  Kenilworth-caftle,  belonging  to  the  earl 
of  Lancafter,  where  he  remained  till  his  queen  and  the  coun* 
fellors  about  her  took  a  reiblution  of  forcing  him  to  refign  his 
crown ;  which  by  authority  of  parliament  was  placed  on  the 
head  of  his  fon^.  He  did  not  funrive  long  after  this,  but  was 
conveyed  from  place  to  place  under  the  cuftody  of  Gournay 
and  Mattravers,  who  in  the  end  brought  him  to  BerUey-caftle, 
where  he  was  bafely  murdered  on  September  21,  13279  when 
he  had  reigned  twenty  years»  and  with  fmall  ceremony  buried 
at  GloucefterP.  With  the  charafter  of  this  prince  we  (hall 
meddle  very  little  :  his  enemies  have  left  us  reports  enough,  in 
relation  to  his  vicesy  and  we  have  alfo  fome  accounts  of  him 
from  lefs  prejudiced  pens.  As  to  maritime  concerns,  during 
fais  reign,  they  were  certainly  on  the  decline,  as  they  will  al- 
ways be  when  the  ftate  is  difcompofed :  yet,  as  far  as  the  dif- 
tra£lions  in  his  affairs  would  give  him  leave»  he  (hewed  himfelf 
a  friend  to  trade,  and  remarkably  careful  of  wool,  the  flaple 
commodity  of  the  kingdom,  as  appears  by  his  charter  granted 
for  that  purpofe,  and  other  authentic  proofs  i. 

Edward  III.  called,  from  his  birth-place,  Edward  of 
Windfor,  afcended  the  throne  in  his  father's  lifetime,  being  in^ 
tirely  governed  by  the  queen  his  mother,  and  her  favourite 
Roger  Mortimer '.  He  married  Philippa,  daughter  to  the  earl 
of  Hainault,  who  was  alfo  crowned  queen.  In  the  beginning 
of  his  reign  there  happened  many  things  which  were  far  from 
promiiing  thofe  glorious  events  that  afterwards  followed.  For^ 
hr&  he  made  an  unfortunate  war  againft  the  Scots,  which  was 
fucceeded  by  a  difadvantageous  treaty;  then  pafTing  over  to. 
France!  he,  by  the  advice  of  his  mother  and  her  counfcllors, 
did  homage  to  Philip,  fon  of  Charles  de  Valois,  then  ftyling 
himfelf  king,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  title  to  that  crown. 
Wo  may  add  to  this,  the  cutting  off  his  uncle  Edmund  earl  of 

®    Adun  Murimmh,  vol.  ii.  p.  tfj,      Ttom.   Wtlfinghtm,   p,  115—117. 
Thorn,  de  U  Moor,  p.  600.  P  Chron.  Godftuvian,  p.  109.     Adam  Mil* 

nmoth,  Yol.  ii.  p.-  7c.  Thom.  Walftnghaini  Ypodigma  Ncuflriz,  p.  509. 
Thorn,  de  la  Moor,  vir.  Edward  II.  p.  601,  603.  H.  Koyghton,  p.  1551* 
Grafton*!  chronidf,  p.  418,  219.  4  HaUu)  i*s  voyagca,  vol.  j.  p.   141. 
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Kent's  htA4,  for  a  pretended  reafon^  in  en4caTouriiig  to  fct  his 
Iffother.ICing  Edward  op  the  throne  s^ain^  though  it  was  well 
known  he  was  dead*  3ut  as  bf  tdegrees  he  began  to  2iBt  ac- 
tOfdipg  to  hi$  own  fenciments,  he  eafily  wiped  off  thefe  Impur 
tations,  due  rather  to  the  tendemefs  of  fai$  age^  than  to  any 
fxuXt  pf  his  mind.  For  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  whca 
^hc  king  himfelf  was  bat  twenty  years  of  age,  he,  at  a  parlia* 
ment  held  ^t  Nottingham,  went  in  perfon,  and  at  the  hazard 
of  his  life  feifeed  Mortimer  in  his  mother's  bed-:chamber  % 
caufed  him  to  be  carried  to  London,  where,  by  his  death,  he 
in  fome  meafufe  atoned  for  the  crimes  he  had  committed  in  his 
lifetime  t. 

Thenceforward  King'Edward  ruled  like  a  great  prince,  and 
one  who  had  his  own  honour,  and  the  repatatidn  of  his  peo^ 
pie  at  heart.  He  firfi  turned  his  arms  againft  the  Scots,  whp 
Imd  done  incredible  miichiefs  in  the  north ;  and  refblying  to 
repair  the  difhonour  he  had  fuftained  during  the  weak  admini« 
i^ration  of  his  mother,  he  prepared  both  an  army  and  a  fleet 
tor  the  inv^fion  pf  that  country ;  and  though  the  latter  iuffered 
gricvoufly  by  ftorm  on  the  Scottiih  coafl,  whereby  moft  of  his 
great  Ihips  were  wrecked,  and  the  reft  rendered  unferyjceahle  ; 
yet  he  pcrfiftcd  in  his  defign  of  expelling  David  Bms,  and  re- 
ftoring  Edward  Baliol ;  which  at  length,  with  infinite  labour, 
lie  efie£ted,  and  received  homage  froqi  the  &id  Edward,  as  his 
grandfather  Edward  I.  had  from  John  Baliol** :  David  Brus« 
who  had  fucceedecT  his  father  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  re^ 
-firing  into  France  w^th  his  gucen,  where  they  were  kindly  re* 
^ived.  In  this  ftep  of  fecuring  Scotland,  previous  to  any  ex- 
pedition^  beyond  the  feas,  King  Edward  imitated  his  graod* 
iathcr,  as  he  feems  to  have  dotie  in  moft  of  his  fubfequent  un- 
dertakings, having  always  a  fpccial  regard  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  flout  fleet,  and  fecuring  to  himfelf  the  poffcflion  as  well 
as  title  of  lord  of  the  feas,  which  enabled  him  to  aflcrt,  when- 
ever he  thought  fit,  his  rights  abroad,  and  efie£hially  fecured 
him  from  apprehending  any  thing  from  the  efforts  of  his  ene- 
mies at  home.     While  be  was  laying  thefe  folid  foundations  of 

<  A.  D.  r3^8.  ^  Adam  Murimatb,  vol.  H.  p.  f6,  Wutterde  Hflfmingfcrd, 
vol.  ii.  p.  271.  Chron.  Godftovian,  p.  110.  Robert  dc  Ayefl»ar7,  hift.  Edvardi 
iii.  p,  8,  p.  H.  Knyghton,  p.  ajjtf — 1519.  T.  Wairmghami  Ypodigma  NoBftriar, 
p.  5^0,  ill.     Withelmi  WyrccHi  Annalcs,  p.  419.  u  A^  D.  1334. 
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jpbwcr,  he  thought  it  not  at  all  beneath  him  to  make  Ufe  o(  iuch 
temporary  expedients  as  were  proper  to  ferve  hi^  purpofe^  and 
to  enable  him  to  maintain  his  right  to  the  crowa  of  Fra&ce^ 
whenever  he  fhould  think  fit  to  claim  it  ^. 

As  thift  war  was  of  great  importance  to  the  nation,  as  weU 
as  to  the  king^  and  carried  our  naval  force  to  a  greater  height 
than  ever  it  arrived  at  before }  it  will  be  neceffary  to  enter  into 
a  difttnfV,  though  concife  detail  of  its  caufcs,  as  well  as  of  the 
circumilances  attending  it.  Philip  the  Fair,  king  of  France, 
left  behind  him  at  his  deceafe  three  Tons,  who  all  fwayed  the 
fceptrc  of  that  kingdom  in  their  turns.  The  ddcft  of  thefca 
Lewis  X.  reigned  twenty  fix  years^  leaving  his  queen  big  with 
child,  who  after  his  dece^ifc  brought  forth  a  fon,  called  John  ; 
but  the  child  died  at  a  week  old)  and  Philip,  the  late  king's 
brother,  ruccecded,*who  reigned  aifo  twenty-fix  years.  On  his 
demife,  Charles  IV.  furnamed  the  Fair,  claimed  and  enjoyed 
the  crown  twenty-eight  years;  and  deceafing  in  the  year  1328, 
left  his  4ueen  Jane  pregnant,  who  was  afterwards  delivered  of 
a  daughter  named  Blanch ;  and  immediately  thereupon  King 
iSdward  fet  up  his  title  to  the  fucceflion :  thus  he  acknowledged 
that  the  falique  law  excluded  the  females  }  but  he  maintained^ 
that  the  males  defcending  from  thofe  females  were  not  excluded 
by  that  law ;  becaufe  the  reafon  whereon  it  was  founded  did 
liot  reach  them.  The  peers  of  France,  however,  decided  againft 
him,  and  acknowledged  Philip  de  Vaiois,  coufin  to  the  deceaf- 
ed  prince^  as  the  next  heir-male^  and  feated  him  on  the  throne* 
This  was  in  1328  ;  and  King  Edward  being  at  that  time  in  ncr 
condition  to  vindicate  his  rights  by  force,  feemed  to  acquiefcei 
and  being  afterwards  fummdned  to  do  homage  for  the  countries 
he  held  in  France,  he  made  no  difiicultyi  as  we  before  obferved^ 
of  complying;  and  even  performed  it  in  perfon  with  greac 
magnificence  ** 

But  afterwards,  being  better  informed  as  to  the  validity  of  his 
prctenfions,  and  finding  that  feveral  foreign  princes  were  ready 

^  A<lani  Milrimath,  Vol.  ii.  p.  79^—84.  T.  Ottcrboorne,  p.  ii$— 117- 
Monajeh.  Maime(bnriens,  p.  24^,  247.  Robfrr  de  Avefbury,  p.  xt'^x^.  H. 
knjghtoc,  p.  t5tf3->i5<55.  Hcaor  Bocth.  Mft.  Scoc.  lib.  xv.  p.  3xa— 316.  J. 
JFordan  Scotichronicou,  yol,  iv.  p.  loti,    loax.  ^  Mczeray  abrrge  (i« 

rhiftoirc  de  France,  vol.  i.  p.  3— 1».  P.  Daniel  hidoire  de  France,  torn.  i». 
p.  tfj^ja.     Coiitiauat.  Adam  Muiimaih.     Uwlingfh/ed'f  chronicle. 
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to  abet  his  claim,  he  refolved  to  do  himfelf  juftice  by  force  of 
arms,  in  cafe  he  could  obtain  it  no  other  way.  With  this  vicw> 
he  etatercd  into  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  Lewis  of  Bavariai  the 
earl  of  Hainault,  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  and  other  princes ;  and 
having  proceeded  thus  far,  the  king  next  wrote  letters  to  the 
Pope  and  cardinals,  felting  forth  the  injury  that  was  done  him, 
and  his  refolution  to  do  himfelf  right.  At  length,  thefc  previous 
endeavours  having  ferved  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  giving 
the  French  king  time  to  ftrengthcn  himfelf,  Edward,  by  the 
duke  of  Brabant,  made  his  claim  to  the  French  crown»  and 
fpent  the  ne^t  winter  in  difpofing  all  things  for  the  obtaining  it 
by  force,  ifluing  his  orders  for  raiGng  a  very  numerous  army, 
and  for  drawing  together  a  great  fleet ;  his  allies  in  like  manner 
fending  their  defiances  to  the  French  king,  and  making  great 
preparations  for  fulfilling  their  promifes  to  the  king  of  England, 
which  neverthelefs  they  did  but  ilenderly  7.  And  thus  was  this 
sgreat  war  begun,  in  fpeakiog  of  which,  we  (hall  concern  our- 
felves  no  farther  than  with  the  naval  expeditions  on  both  fides* 
The  principal  confederate,  or  at  leaft  the  confederate  of  prin- 
cipal ufc  to  our  monarch,  was  James  Arteville,  a  brewer  of 
Ghent ;  for  this  man  fo  well  feconded  the  king's  endeavours, 
that  he  drew  to  him  the  hearts  of  the  Flemings,  whom  King 
Edward  had  already  made  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  the  Eng- 
liih  friendfhip,  by  detaining  from  them  his  wool  '•  However, 
they  durft  not  (hew  their  inclinations  till  fuch  time  as  the  king 
{ent  the  earl  of  Derby  with  a  confiderable  force,  who  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  ifle  of  Cadfant ;  upon  which  mofl  of 
the  great  cities  in  Flanders  declared  againft  the  French,  and  in- 
vited King  Edward  thither*.  The  French,  however,  ftruck  the 
firft  blow  at  fea :  for  having,  under  colour  of  fending  relief  to 
the  CbriAians  in  the  Holy  Land,  aifembled  a  fquadron  of  large 
(hips,  they  fent  them  over  to  the  Englifh  coaft,  where  they  took 
and  burnt  Southampton  ^  and  yet  in  their  retreat  they  loft  300 


y  T.  Otierbourne,  chron.  p#  xzS-'XiS.     Rob^  de  AveflMiry,  pt.  17--44,     H. 
Knyghtoa,  p.  ^s69^     FAbian'f  chronicle,  p.  Z14,  ax;.  *  Fruiflart,  cfaioo. 

C4p.  jixix.  fu),  18.     Me«er»j,  abrc^e  de  I'hiiioire  dc  f  nnce,  torn  iiu  p.  14.     P. 
Daniel,  htfloire  d«  France,  torn.  iv.  p,  po.  *  Fruifarc,  cap.  30.     T.  Wa}« 

iin^ham,  hill.  Angl,'p.  1^6,  H.  Knygh  on^  p.  2570.    Paul  JEmyle,  p.  5ti«  51^. 
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inen>  and  the  fon  of  the  king  of  Sicily  ivho  commanded  them  ^ : 
fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  this,  though  an  apparent  hodilityy 
could  fcarce  be  ftyled  an  advantage. 

In  1338,  King  Edward  by  the  middle  of  July  drew  his  nume- 
rous army  down  to  the  coaft  of  Suffolk,  and  at  Orewell  embark- 
ed them  on  board  a  fleet  of  500  (all,  with  which  he  palTed  over 
to  Antwerp.  On  his  arrival  he  was  received  with  great  joy  l^ 
the  allies,  particularly  the  Emperor  Lewis ;  but  the  fubfidies  he 
paid  them  were  excefiive ;  nor  could  he  immediately  make  ufe 
of  their  afiiflance,  the  French  king  declining  a  battle  ^.  In  the 
mean  time,  by  the  advice  of  the  Flemings,  be  aiTumed  the 
arms  and  title  of  king  of  France ;  but  while  the  king  fpent  his 
time  in  marches  and  countermarches,  in  which,  however,  he 
gained  fome  advantages  over  the  enemy,  the  French  and  their 
allies  the  Scots,  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  on  the  Englifh  coafls 
with  their  fleet  ^.  The  town  of  Haftings  they  ruined,  alarmed 
all  the  weftern  coaft,  burnt  Plymouth,  and  infulted  BrlftoP; 
all  which  was  owing  to  the  king's  employing  the  greateft  part  of 
his  naval  force  abroad,  and  the  remainder  in  the  north,  to  awe 
the  Scots ;  yet,  in  two  inftances,  the  Englifli  valour  and  naval 
force  appeared  with  great  luftre.  A  fquadron  of  thirteen  fail  of 
French  fliips  attacked  five  Englifli,  who  defended  themfelves  fo 
valiantly,  that,  though  they  loft  the  Edward  and  the  Chrifto- 
pher,  two  of  the  largeft,  yet  the  other  three  efcaped,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  f.  The  mariners  of  the 
cinque  ports  alfo,  taking  advantage  of  a  thick  fog,  manned  out 
aU  their  fmall  craft,  and  ran  over  to  Bulloigne,  where  they  did 
notable  fervice  j  for  they  not  only  burnt  the  lower  town,  but  de- 
coyed four  large  fliips,  nineteen  gallies,  and  twenty  lefler  vef- 

b  T.  'Wairmghimi  Ypodigma  Nenftriac,  p.  511.  Fabian's  chronicle,  p.  ao5. 
I>upleiK  biftoire  de  France,  torn.  ii.  p.  4^1.  Le  Gendre  hiflotre  de  France,  torn. 
iii.  p.  44p.  The  king,  in  hii  letten  to  the  Pope,  takes  notice  of  the  (hips  being 
thofe  intended  for  the  Holy  Land,  and  which  the  reader  may  meet  with  in  WaU 
tcrof  Hemingford,  T.  Walfingbaro,  and  others.  c  T.  Ottcrbourne,  p.  129. 
BCoffach.  Malmefboriens,  vit.  Edward  III.  p.  248.  W.  Hemingford,  yo!.  ii. 
p.  28».    Froifart,  cap.  xxiii.  d  Robert  de  Avefbury,  p.  $1.     Holingflied. 

yol.  ii.  p.  356*  Gto.  Yillani^  lib.  xi.  cap.  cvlii.  Paul  illmyle,  p.  519;   CHronique 
abivge  daTiUet,p.  104.  •  A.  D.  i3?9.  f  H.  Knyghton,  p.  257 3. 

Fabian's  chronicle,  p.  x©6.     Stows  cluonitre,  p.  2:$.     Fro:ir:^r:,  cap.  tixvii. 
fo],  11—23.  ^ 
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Ms,  which  lay  in  the  harbour,  and  confanled  the  dock  add  tf  • 
fcnal,  filled  with  naval  ftorcs  «. 

In  1 33O9  Kin^  Edward  returned  to  Englahd  lii  the  month  of 
February,  in  order  to  hold  a  parliament  to  provide  for  the  cx^ 
pcnces  of  the  war,  wherein  he  fufcceedcd  to  th^  utmoft  ejttent 
of  his  etpe£btions  \  and,  iti  return  for  the  readinefs  etprefled 
by  his  fubjeds  to  affift  him,  he  made  many  good  laws,  and 
granted  great  privileges  to  merchants  K  After  this,  with  a  ftrong 
fleet,  he  paficd  over  into  Flanders,  and  gave  the  French  a  terri- 
ble defeat  at  fea.  As  this  is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  events 
in  this  period  of  our  hiftoi^y,  and  a^  there  are  various  difccirdan- 
ces  in  the  relations  thereof  publifhed  by  modem  authors,  I 
think  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  reader  that  diftind  and 
accurate  account  which  is  prcferved  in  Robert  of  Avcfbury,  whcr 
lived  and  wrote  in  thofe  days,  and  who  befides  fortifies  What  be 
fays>  by  annexing  the  account  publiflied  by  royal  authority 
within  four  days  after  this  battle  i  which  detail  I  am  the  more 
inclined  to  copy,  becaufe  I  find  in  it  feveral  circumftances,  para 
ticularly  rcfpefting  the  king's  condufti  which  are  not  to  h6 
met  with  elfewhere. 

<«  It  happened,**  fays  my  author,  **  that,  oh  the  Saturdajf 
^*  fortnight  before  the  feaft  of  St.  John  Baptift,  the  king  was  at 
^«  Orewell,  where  there  were  forty  fhips  or  thereabt}uts,  prc- 
^  paring  for  his  pafiage  into  Flanders,  where  he  was  going  to 
<<  his  wife  and  children,  whom  he  had  left  in  the  city  of  Ghent^ 
<<  as  well  as  to  confer  with  his  allies  about  the  meafur^  necefia* 
<<  ry  to  be  taken  for  carrying  on  the  War,  intending  to  fail  iii 
«<  two  days  time ;  but  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  fent  to  give 
<<  him  intelligence,  that  Philip  de  Valois,  his  competitor  for  th^ 
«  crown  of  France,  having  had  notice  of  his  intended  paflagej 
«  with  much  diligence,  and  as  much  privacy  as  the  nature  of 
^<  the  thing  would  admit,  had  alTcmbled  a  great  fleet,  which 
"  lay  in  the  port  of  Sluys,  in  order  to  intercept  him}  wherefore 
<«  he  advifcd  his  Majefty  to  provide  himfelf  with  a  better  fqua« 
"  droD,  left  he  and  thofe  who  were  with  him  ihould  perifh« 

•  Holinglhcd,  voU  ii.  p.  357.  ^  Wilter  Hemingford,  vol.  ii.  p«  3164 

3fp.  T.  WAlfinghain,  p.  147,  CoUod*s  abridgmeot  of  the  tctonU,  p.  xu  Hi 
KnyghtODy  p.  257^* 
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if  The  kxBg,  yielding  no  belief  to  his  advice,  anfwered,  that 
f  (  he  was  refolved  to  fail  at  all  events.  The  archbiihop  quitted]^ 
4*  upon  this,  his  feat  in  council,  obtaining  the  king's  leave  ta 
<<  retire,  and  delivered  up  to  hun  the  great  ieal.  His  Majefty 
f*  fent,  therefore,  for  Sir  Robert  de  Morley,  his  admiral,  anc) 
M  one  Crabbe,  a  ikilful  feaman,  and  gave  them  orders  to  in« 
<<  quire  into  the  truth  of  this  matter,  who  quickly  returned,  and 
f  <  brought  him  the  fame  news  he  hod  heard  from  the  archbi(hop : 
^<  upon  which  the  king  faid,  Ye  have  agreed  with  that  prelate 
f*  to  tell  me  this  tale,  in  order  to  flop  my  voyage;  but,  added 
*^  he  angrily,  I  will  go  without  you,  and  you,  who  are  afraid 
^<  wherp  there  is  no  ground  of  fear,  may  ftay  here  at  home^ 
^^  The  admiral  aqd  the  fe^iroen  replied,  that  they  would  ftake 
<<  their  h^ads,  that,  if  the  king  perfifiod  in  this  rcfolution,  he 
^<  and  all  who  went  with  him  would  certaiply  be  deftroyed  | 
<<  however,  they  were  ready  to  attend  him  even  to  certain  death. 
'^  The  king,  having  heard  chem,  fent  for  the  archbi(hop  of 
^«  Canterbury  back,  and,  with  abpndance  of  kind  Speeches 
^*  prevailed  upon  him  to  receive  the  great  feal  again  into  his  f 
^'  care  \  after  lyhich,  the  king  iiTued  his  orders  to  all  the  ports 
f<  both  in  the  nprth  and  fouth,  and  to  the  Londoners  likewifep 
<<  to  fend  him  aid :  fo  that,  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  he  bad  a 
f <  navy  as  large  as  he  defired,  and  fuch  unexpected  reinfbrce- 
^<  ments  of  archers  and  men  at  arms,  that  he  was  forced  to  fend 
f<  many  of  them  heme;  and  with  this  equipage  he  arrived  be- 
f<  fore  the  haven  of  Sluys  on  the  feaft  of  St.  John  the  Baptift. 

•f  The  Englifh  perceiving,  on  their  approach,  tliat  the  French 
^<  fhips  were  linked  together  with  chains,  and  that  it  was  im« 
<<  poffible  for  them  to  break  their  line  of  battle,  retired  a  little^ 
<«  and  ftood  back  to  fea.  The  French,  deceived  by  this  feint, 
<<  broke  their  order  and  purihed  the  Engliih,  who  they  thought 
«<  fled  before  them :  but  thefe,  having  gained  the  fun  and  wind^ 
f<  ucked,  and  fell  upon  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  quickly 
<<  broke,  aqd  totally  defeated  them;  fo  that  upwards  of  30,000 
*«  French  were  flain  upon  the  fpot,  of  whom  numbers  through 
«<  fear  jumped  of  their  own  accord  into  the  fea,  and  were  iziiie* 
«<  rably  drowned.  Two  hundred  great  fhips  were  taken.  In  one 
f  *  of  which  only  there  were  four  hundred  dead  bodies.  The  day 
f«  after  thjs  viftory  was  gained,  it  was  publifhcd  at  London  by 
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**  the  voice  of  the  people^  which  is  faid  to  be  the  voice  of  God: 
«*  but  though  the  rumour  thereof,  through  the  dl fiance  of 
«^  places,  was  uncertain,  yet,  on  the  Wednefday  following,  the 
•*  king's  eldeft  fon  had  pcrfeft  intelligence  thereof  at  Wakham, 
««  as  appears  by  the  following  authentic  account ;"  that  is,  the 
narrative  by  authority  publiflied,  as  before  mentioned,  by  Prince 
Edward*. 

We  have  alfo  many  remarkable  particulars,  in  relation  to  this 
battle,  in  other  writers.  The  Lord  Cobham  was  firft  fent  by 
the  king  to  view  the  French  fleet,  which  he  found  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle;  and,  having  given  the  king  an  account  of  the  vaft 
number  and  great  force  of  their  (hips,  that  brave  prince  anfwer- 
ed.  Well,  by  the  aflfiilance  of  God  and  St.  George,  I  will  now 
revenge  all  the  wrongs  I  have  received.  He  ordered  the  battle 
himfelf,  diredling  his  fliips  to  be  drawn  up  in  two  lines ;  the 
firft  confifting  of  vcflels  of  the  greatcft  force,  fo  ranged,  that, 
between  two  (hips  filled  with  archers,  there  was  one  wherein 
were  men  at  arras,  the  fhips  in  the  wings  being  alfo  manned  with 
archers;  the  fecond  line  he  ufed  as  a  referve,  and,  drew  from 
thence  fupplics  as  they  became  neccflary.  The  battle  laftcd  from 
eight  in  the  morning  till  feven  at  night ;  and,  even  after  this, 
there  was  a  fecond  difpute ;  for  thirty  French  fliips  endeavouring 
to  efcape  in  the  dark,  the  Englifh  attacked  them  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  took  the  James  of  Diep, 
and  funk  feveral  others.  The  king  behaved  with  equal  courage 
and  conduft  throughout  the  whole  fight,  giving  his  orders  in 
perfon,  and  moving  as  occafion  required,  from  place  to  place. 

The  French  fleet,  Ibme  authors  fay,  had  three,  others,  four 
divifions,  one  of  which  confifted  of  the  Genoefe  fhips.  They 
were  extremely  well  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
abundance  of  machines  for  throwing  ftones,  with  which  they 
did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief ;  but  they  were  lefs  dextrous  in  ma- 
naging their  fliips  than  the  EngliQi ;  and  this  feems  to  have  been 
one  great  caufe  of  their  defeat.  The  vidlory,  however,  coft 
the  Englifh  a  great  deal  of  blood  ;  for  a  large  fliip  and  a  galley, 
belonging  to  Hull,  were  funk,  with  all  on  board,  by  a  volley 
of  ftones:  and  in  a  great  fhip,  which  belonged  to  the  king's 

1  Robert  de  Aveibary^  p.  54— -56.   TabuD,  p.  »iO|  iii. 
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wardrobe,  thet'e  were  but  two  men  and  a  woman  that  efcaped: 
In  all,  the  Englifh  loft  about  four  thoufand  men,  and  amongft 
them  the  following  knights ;  Sir  Thomas  Monthermer,  Sir 
Thomas  Latimer,  Sir  John  Botcler,  and  Sir  Thomas  Poinings*. 
The  account  the  French  writers  give  us  of  this  battle,  con- 
taina  likewife  fome  remarkable  pafTages.  They  tell  us,  that 
there  was  a  great  dificnfion  among  their  chief  commanders  >• 
The  French  had  two  admirals,  Sir  Hugh  Quieret,  and  Sir  Pe« 
ter  Bahuch<et ;  the  former  would  haVe  come  out  and  fought, 
but  the  Utter  was  for  remaining  within,  and  defending  the  ha- 
ven ;  and,  perfifting  in  this  dominion,  he  detained  the  (hips  fo 
lony  in  the  port,  that,  at  laft,  they  could  not  get  out.  As  for 
the  Genoefe,  they  were  under  an  admiral  of  their  own,  whofe 
name  was  Barbarini^  who,  with  his  fquadron,  ftood  out  to  fea 
as  ibon  as  the  Englifii  approached^  and  behaved  very  bravely, 
carrying  off  fome  part  of  his  fquadron^  which  was  all  that  efcaped. 
Sir  Hugh  Quieret  was  killed  in  the  engagement,  and  Sir  Petei' 
dc  Bahuchet  was  hanged  at  the  yard  arm,  for  his  ill  condu£^  *■. 
To  take,  as  much  as  may  be,  &om  the  honour  of  the  Engliili, 
thefe  writers  report,  that  the  vi£^ory  was  chieSy  owing  to  the 
JFiemings,  who  joined  the  Engliih  fleet  a  little  before  the  battle 
began :  and  they  likewife  magnify  the  lofs  which  the  Englifh  re- 
ceived, computing  it  at  ten  thoufand  men ;  adding,  alfo,  that 
King  Edward  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  '^^  On  the  whole,  it 
appears  to  have  been  a  very  hard-fought  battle ;  and  the  vidlory 
feems  entirely  due  to  the  ikill  and  courage  of  the  Englifh  failors, 
who  were  more  adroit  in  working  their  fhips,  as  the  men  at 
arms  were  more  ready  in  boaurding  than  the  French ;  and  the 
archers,  alfo,  did  excellent  fervice.  King  Edward  kept  the  fea 
three  days,  to  put  bis  vidiory  out  of  difpute  $  and  then,  landing 
his  forces,  march^  tx>  Ghent,  in  order  to  join  his  confede- 
rates •. 

k  Walter  Hrmtngford,  vol.  H.  p.  319—311.  Frolflirf,  chap.  1.  fol.  30.  T. 
W-lfingham,  p.  148.  H,  Knyghton,  p.  1578.  Du  Chcfnc,  lib.  xv.  p.  651. 
Grafton,  p.  142,  143.  I  Mezeray,  v  »l.  ili,  p.  16.     P.  Daniel  hiJIoirc  dc 

la  Miliee  France,  tome  11.  p.  468.     Froiflirt,  chap.  li.  Hi.  ni  Lc  Gcndrc, 

tome  ill.  p.  45  J.  »   Hiftoire  dc  France,  vol.  i.  p.  491.  •  Chroiu 

GoJftovian,  p.  111,     Com,  Nic.  TrivcL  &  Adam  Murimuib,  anna!,  vol   ii.  p. 
5f5.     T.  Onerbourne,  p.  119. 
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The  French  king  a^ed  now  on  the  defeniive,  patting  gani* 
fons  into  all  his  ftrong  places,  that,  whatever  the  Engliih  and 
their  allies  won  might  coft  them  dear  >*.  Hereupon,  King  £d- 
wardf  with  a  Tcry  numerous  army,  invefted  Toumay,  from 
which  fiege  he  fent  King  Philip  a  challenge,  offering  to  decide 
their  quarrel  either  by  a  fingle  combat  between  themlelves,  or 
of  a  hundred  agaiaft  a  like  number ;  which  King  Philip  refii- 
fed,  for  two  reafons  ;  becaufe  the  letters  were  addreflM  to  Phi- 
lip de  Valois,  and  therefore  feemed  not  to  coneern  him ;  as 
aUo,  becaufe  King  Edward  ftaked  nothing  of  his  own,  and  yet 
required  Philip  to  hazard  his  alL  Both  thefe  letters  are  preferred 
in  one  of  our  old  hiftorians  ^.  At  laft,  after  the  fiege  had  con- 
tinued three  months.  King  Edward,  perceiving  that  his  foreign 
auxiliaries  daily  dropped  away,  while  the  French  king's  army  of 
obiervation  became  gradually  ftronger  and  ftronger,he  was  con- 
tent to  make  a  truce  for  fome  months,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
newed, and  then  returned  to  England',  having  got  a  great  deal 
of  honour  by  his  naval  vj£lory,  and  no  lefs  experience  by  his 
difappointment  before  Tournay ;  which  convinced  him,  that  in 
all  foreign  confederacies,^ an  Englifli  monarch  is  no  farther  con* 
fidered  than  for  the  £ike  of  his  treafure,  with  which  he  is  fur« 
to  part,  though  without  any  certainty  of  meeting  with  a  proper 
return* 

But  if  thefe  foreign  expeditions  exccffively  haraflcd  the  na- 
tion, and  coft  immenfe  fums  of  money,  yet  it  muft  be  ovimed^ 
that  King  Edward  had  always  an  eye  to  his  fubjc£h  welfare, 
and  was  very  attentive  to  whatever  might  promote  their  com- 
merce* He  had,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  made  (everal 
good  laws  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  preferving  to  the  na- 
tion the  benefit  of  their  wool ;  but  now  his  long  refidcnce  in 
Flanders  having  given  him  an  opportunity  of  obfcrving  the  great 
profits  made  by  the  Flemifli  manufadkurcrs,  who  then  wrought 
up  almoft  all  that  commodity,  he  wifely  contrived  to  draw  over 
great  numbers  of  them  hither,  by  infifting  on  the  difficulties 
they  hboiu*ed  under  at  home,  where  their  country  was  the  feat 
of  war,  and  the  great  advantages  they  might  reap  by  tranfport- 

P  A.  D.  T340.  9  ILobcrt  dc  Averbuiy,  p«  6o,tfi,  r  Comin,  Nic. 

Trivet.  &  Adam  Marirooth,  aonal.  vol.  ii.  p.  96.  Walter  Heningford,  vol.  ii, 
r.  214.  Froifliirf,  ch9i>.  Ixni.  fol.  35.  H.  Knyghton,  p.  4578.  T.  Walfuig. 
tj*m,  p.  159.    Gaguin.  hift.  Franc,  lib.  viii.  p.  138,  139. 
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ing  themfdves  into  Etigland,  vhere  he  was  ready  to  afibrd  them 
all  the  encouragement  they  could  deiire :  and  from  hk  endea*** 
TOUTS,  in  this  rofped,  fprung,  though  not  wholly,  yet  in  a 
large  degree,  that  great,  that  lucrative  manufa^ure,  which  ba» 
been  fince  produAive  of  fuch  mighty  advantages  to  the  EngHfli 
nation*.  Tet,  in  other  refpe£ls,  the  king  difcovered  feverity 
enough  in  his  temper,  by  difplacing  and  imprifoning  moft  of  his 
great  officers,  and  obfiinately  perGfting  in  levying  vaft  fums  to 
be  lavifhed  away  in  ufelefs  confederacies,  and  a  fruitlefs  profe-* 
cution  of  his  cbim  to  the  French  crown.  But  it  is  time  to  re- 
turn from  tfaefe  reflections,  however  natural,  to  the  buiinefs  of 
this  treatife. 

In  the  year  134a  the  war  was  renewed,  on  account  of  the 
contefted  fucceffion  to  the  duchy  of  Brittany,  King  Edward  fup- 
porting  the  caufe  of  John  de  Montford,  who  was  owned  by  the 
nobility  againft  Charles  de  Blois,  declared  duke  by  the  French 
king,  who  was  his  uncle.  On  this  occafion  a  confiderable  bo* 
dy  of  Englifh  troops  was  fent  over  into  that  duchy  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Walter  de  Mannie,  who  performed  many  gal-*^ 
lant  exploits,  both  by  land  and  Tea,  though  to  no  great  purpofe; 
the  French  king  having  it  always  in  bis  power  to  pour  in  as  ma* 
ny  French  troops  as  he  pleafed ;  fo  that  the  party  of  Charles  de 
Blois  prevailed,  though  againft  right,  and  the  inclination  of 
thofe  who  were  to  be  his  fubje£te  K  King  Edward,  on  advices 
thereof,  fent  over  a  new  fuccour,  under  the  command  of  the 
Earls  of  Northampton  and  Devonfhire* 

The  French  king,  having  notice  of  the  intended  fupply,  fent 
Lewis  of  Spain,  who  commanded  his  fleet,  which  was  made  up 
of  (hips  faired  from  different  nations,  direding  that  it  iliould  ly 
near  the  ifland  of  Guemfey,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Englifh 
Iquadron  in  its  paffage.  The  fleet  confifted  of  thirty-two  fail,  of 
which  nine  were  very  large  fliips,  and  three  ftout  gallies,and  had 
in  them  three  thoufand  Genoefe,  and  a  thoufand  men  at  arms, 
commanded  under  the  admiral  by  Sir  Carolo  Grimaldi  and  An- 
tonio Doria.  The  Englifh  fleet  confifted  of  ordinary  tranfports, 

*  Seow,  H(>nn)>nicd,  Speed,  Brady*  <  Mderay,  vol.  ii*.  p.  27.     Hlf- 

toire  de  France,  efcrite  par  ordre  de  M.  de  Harley,  P.  preHdent  du  pariemenc  de 
Faris,  vol.  i.  p.  494«     Froiflart,  cap.  Ixxx,  Ixxxi.     U.  Knyghton,  p.  2581.    T. 
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about  forty-five  lail  in  all,  having  on  board  five  hundred  men  af 
arms,  and  a  ^oufand  archers,  under  the  cotnroand  of  the  Earlt 
of  Northampton  and  Devpnihire.  The  French  fquadron  attack* 
ed  them  une^pe£ledly  at  £»,  about  four  ii)  the  afternoon,  and 
the  fight  continued  till  nighty  when  they  were  feparated  by  a 
ftorm.  The  French  and  Gcnoefc  kept  the  fea,  their  vcfiels  be- 
ing large,  wjth  four  or  five  pris^es  j  but  the  reft  pf  the  Englifl^ 
fleet,  keeping  clofe  to  the  (bore,  found  ineans  to  land  the  forces 
which  they  h^d  on  board,  who  ihortly  after  took  the  city  of 
Vannes,  an4  performed  other  qotable  fervices^.  Towards 
winter  the  king  paficd  over  with  a  great  army  into  Brittany, 
and  be(ieged  three  principal  places  at  once,  yet  without  foccefs} 
for  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  the  French  king's  eldeft  Ton,  com- 
ing with  a  great  army  to  their  relief,  a  negociation  followed, 
^hich  ended  in  a  ceflation  of  hodiiities  for  three  years ;  which, 
however,  was  but  indifierently  kept,  notwithftanding  the  Pope 
interpofed,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  in  order  to  have  fettled  an  cf- 
feftual  peace  *. 

In  1345,  the  war  being  already  broke  out  with  France,  the 
king  determined  to  fail  over  to  Flanders,  in  order  to  accompliih 
his  great  defign  of  fixing  that  country  firmly  to  his  interefl,  ei-r 
ther  by  obliging  the  earl  to  fwear  fealty  to  him  as  his  fovcrcign, 
or  elfe  to  deprive  him  of  his  dominions.  While,  therefore,  ho 
lay  in  the  harbour  of  Sluys,  a  council  was  held  of  his  principal 
friends  in  Flanders,  on  board  his  great  fhip  the  .Catharmc.  At 
this  council  aflifted  James  d'Arteville  the  brewer,  who,  by  the 
ilrength  of  his  natural  eloquence,  ruled  all  the  Netherlands, 
Rnd  ruined  himfelf  by  giving  into  the  king's  projcdl.  He,  when 
his  countrymen  the  Flemings  demanded  a  nopnth'stimc  tocon- 
fider  of  the  propofitions  that  had  been  made  to  them,  under- 
took  that  all  things  fhould  go  to  the  king's  wifli ;  yet  finding  a 
great  faction  raifed  againfl  him  by  one  Gerard  Dennis  a  weaver, 
he  accepted  of  a  guard  of  ^^e  hundred  Welchmen  from  the 
king.    This,  however,  proved  of  little  fignification,  for,  in  a 

«  Holingflica's  chronicle,  vol.  li.  p.  353.  Wc  find  the  continaalion  or  Tri- 
vcC%  annals  ci  ed  there  in  fupport  of  thcfe  fafts  ;  yet  uc  meet  wiih  nothing  re- 
laiinf  to  this  matter  in  ihc  continuation  publKhcd  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Anthony 
Hall,  priMted  at  Oxford,  17x4.  »  Walter  Hemingford,  vol.  ii.  p.  359. 

Contin.  Nic.  Trivet.  aanaJ.  vol.  ii.  p.  57.     FrcifBrt,  Thorn.  WAlfingham,  chro-^ 
nie.  Godfloviao. 
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ftidden  tumult  of  the  people^  a  eobler^  fnatchin^  up  an  zx,  beat 
put  his  brains« 

The  king  wa^  ftill  at  Sluys  with  his  fleet  when  this  unfortu-* 
nate  accident  happened  (  at  which,  though  he  was  much  movcdi, 
yet  he  was  forced  to  diflemble  his  refentmenr,  and  to  accept  of 
the  excufes  made  him  by  the  cities  of  Flanders  ^.  Attributing^ 
however,  ail  to  the  arts  of  the  French,  he  refolved  once  again 
to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  that  kingdom,  and  to  employ  there* 
in  the  utmoft  force  of  his  own.  Our  hiftorians  give  Us  a  very 
copious  account  of  this  war ;  there  is,  confequently,  the  lefk 
need  that  I  fliould  infift  upon  it  here :  I  will  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  giving  a  fuccinf):  detail  of  the  Englilh  forces  employ- 
ed in  this  expedition,  and  a  more  particular  recital  of  what  was 
remarkable  in  the  iiege  of  Calais,  which,  as  it  was  in  part  form- 
ed by  a  naval  force,  falls  more  immediately  under  the  deHgn  of 
this  treatife. 

In  the  midft  of  the  fummer  of  the  year  1346,  the  king 
drew  his  navy,  confifting  of  1000  fhips,  to  Portfmouth,  and 
ihortly  after  arrived  at  Southampton  with  his  army,compofed  of 
2500  horfc,  and  30,000  foot ;  thcfc  he  quickly  embgrked,  tiic 
fleet  failing  thither  for  that  purpofe,  and  on  the  4th  of  June 
he  put  to  fca,  intending  to  have  landed  in  Guyenne ;  but  being 
driven  back  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Cornwall,  and,  the 
French  writers  fay,  put  back  thither  a  fecond  time,  he  at  laft 
determined  to  make  a  defcent  on  Normandy,  where  at  la  Hogue 
be  fafeiy  debarkediiis  forces,  and  began  very  fuccefsfully  to  em* 
|doy  them  in  redpping  the  (Irongeft  cities  in  the  neighbourhood; 
after  yhich,  he  fprcad  fire  and  fword  on  every  fjde,  even  to  the 
very  gates  of  Paris.  The  French  king,  provoked  at  fo  difmal  a 
fight,  as  well  as  with  the  news  that  the  earl  of  Huntingdon^ 
with  the  EngliQi  fleet,  dcftroyed  all  the  coaft  almoft  without  rc- 
fiftance,  refolved,  contiary  to  his  ufual  policy,  to  hazard  a  bat- 
tle, which  he  accordingly  did  on  the  twenty-lifth  of  Auguft, 
and  received  that  remarkable  defeat,  which  will  immortalize  the 
little  town  of  CrefTy.  Of  this  victory  I  chufe  to  fay  nothing, 
ftnce  my  fubjeA  will  not  allow  me  to  fay  of  it  what  I  couid 


«  Froiflart,  chap.  cxv.    Gip.  Villaoi,  p.  855.     Duplcix,  torn,  il.  p.  473.   Ho- 
lingthcd,  vi"l.  ii.  p%  36S,    Scowe,  Speed. 
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viih  '•  It  was  fo  entire,  that  for  the  prefent  it  left  the  king 
without  enemies;  and  fo  much  the  effe£ts  of  true  courage,  that, 
though  Philip  had  quickly  after  an  army  of  159,000  men  on 
foot,  yet  they  had  no  ftomach  to  fight  again. 

After  this  viftory,  the  king  on  the  laft  day  of  Auguft  *  ap- 
peared before  Calais,  and  formed  a  fiege  that  lafted  eleven 
months,  and  which,  if  we  had  leifure  to  dilate  on  all  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  it,  would  appear  little  inferior  to  the  fabulous 
ficgc  of  Troy,  or  the  redudkionof  Tyre  by  Alexander  the  Great. 
The  king  knew  that  he  was  to  reduce  a  place  ftrong  by  nature 
and  art,  well  fupplied  with  ammunition  and  provifions,  fumilhed 
with  a  numerous  garrifon,  full  of  expedation  of  relief  from 
King  Philip,  who  was  not  far  from  thence  with  his  mighty  army 
before  mentioned.  Thefe  difficulties,  inftead  of  difcouraging 
Edward,  infiamed  him  with  a  defire  of  overcoming  them.  He 
inverted  the  place  regularly  by  land,  fortified  his  lines  ftrongly, 
and  within  them  erefted,  as  Froiflart,  a  contemporary  writer  tells 
us,  a  kind  of  town  for  the  conveniency  of  his  foldiers,  wherein 
were  not  only  magazines  of  all  forts  for  the  fervice  of  the  vrar, 
but  vaft  warehoufes  alfo  of  wool  and  cloth  for  fupplying  the 
finews  of  war  by  a  condant  trade  at  two  fettled  markets,  his 
troops  all  the  while  being  exa£lly  paid,  and  doing  their  duty 
chearfuUy. 

As  for  the  fleet  which  blocked  up  the  place  at  fea,  it  conf^fted 
of  738  fail,  on  board  of  which  were  14,956  mariners.  Of  thefe 
ibips  700  fail  belonged  to  his  own  fubje£is,  and  thirty-eight  to 
foreigners  ;  fo  that  there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  for  putting  us  on 
a  par  with  our  neighbours  for  hiring  (hips,  fince  it  is  as  evident, 
that  we  were  then  able  to  fit  out  great  fleets  from  our  own  ports, 
as  that  our  enemies  were  able  to  do  nothing  but  by  the  afliftance 
of  the  Genoefe,  and  other  foreigners.  The  French  king  made 
fome  fliew  of  relieving  this  place,  by  approaching  within  fight 
qf  Calais  at  the  head'of  a  mighty  army,  the  lofs  of  which  he 
was  determined,  however,  not  to  venture.  The  garrifon  of 
Calais  and  the  citizens,  feeing  themfelves  thus  deceived,  had  no 
other  remedy  left  than  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  mercy  of  a 

y  Walter  Hcniingford,  vol.  ii.  p.  2^7.  Rob.  de  Arc/bury,  p.  113.  Contin« 
Ni«.  Trivet.  &  Adam  Murimmh.  anna  I.  vol.  ii.  p.  93.  Froiffart,  chap.  csxv. 
T,  \ValIiogh*in,  p.  i66,     '•  A.  I>.  1347. 

provoked 


OP   ED  W  A  R  r»  ni-  1^9 

provoked  conqueror^  whicb,  in  the  moft  abjeA  manner,  they 
fought,  and  were,  at  the  queen's  intreaty,  fpared.  Thus  ended 
this  glorious  iiege,  wherein  the  Englifh  monarch  triumphed  over 
his  enemy  by  land  and  fea,  carrying  his  own  and  the  nation's 
fame  to  the  utmoft  height,  and  forcing  even  his  enemies  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  nothing  could  equal  the  courage  and  conduft 
of  himfelf  and  his  renowned  fon  the  Black  Prince,  but  the  cour« 
tefy  and  generoGty  of  their  behaviour*. 

The  king,  having  carried  his  point  in  taking  Calais,  was  con* 
tent,  at  the  earneft  intreaty  of  the  Pope,  to  make  a  truce  for  a 
year ;  and  the  £rfl  ufe  the  French  made  of  this  was  to  attempt 
recovering  by  fraud  what  they  knew  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  by 
force*  The  king  had  bellowed  the  government  of  Calais  on 
Aymeri  de  Pavia,  whom  foon  after  fome  French  noblemen  per- 
fuaded  to  accept  of  20,000  crowns,  and  to  deliver  up  this  im- 
portant fortrefs^.  King  Edward,  being  informed  of  the  deCgn, 
pailed  with  great  fecrecy  from  Dover  to  Calais,  with  300  men 
at  9rms,  and  600  archers  ^  and,  being  received  by  night  into  the 
forts,  he  was  ready  to  repulfe  the  French  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Count  de  Charny,  who  came,  with  1 200  men,  to 
furpriie  the  place.  The  combat  was  long  and  doubtful ;  but  at 
laft  it  ended  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  French,  who,  iniiead  of 
taking  the  fortrefles,  were  all  either  killed,  or  made  prifoners. 
The  king  and  Prince  Edward  were  both  in  this  a£tion,  and  both 
in  fome  danger,  efpecially  the  king,  who  at  length  took  Sir  Eu-* 
(Uce  de  Ribaumont,  the  knight  with  whom  he  fought,  prifoner"^, 
and  rewarded  him  for  his  valour  with  a  rich  bracelet  of  pearl  ^ : 
and  thus,  as  Robert  de  Avefbury  remarks,  the  deceit  of  the  de- 
ceivers proved  fatal  to  themfelves  ^. 

In  the  month  of  November  1349,  a  fquadron  of  Spanifh  fliips 
paiTed  fuddenly  up  the  Garronne ;  and  finding  many  EngUih 
veflels  at  Bourdeaux  laden  with  wine,  they  cruelly  murdered  alf 
the  Englifh  feamen,  and  carried  away  the  ihips,  though  in  time 

*  Rob.  de  Avefbuty,  p.  i3ff-*i4x.  Htdoire  dc  France,  vol.  i.  p.  ^03.  Mcse- 
ray,  p.  ap.  Froiflart,  ▼ol.  i.  c.  133.  T.  Ottrrbourne,  p.  xji.  H.  Knygbton, 
V'  2595.  b  Dapkix,  torn.  ii.  p.  4S8.     Mezeray,  torn.  iii.  p.  31.     P.  Da- 

oiel,  coin«  iv.  p.  175*    ^  A.  D.  X349>  ^  Contin.  Nic.  Trivet.  Be  Adaox 

Morimmh,  annal.  vol.  U.  p.  toi.  Froiflart,  Mczeray,  P,  DaoieU  ^  HiiL 

Sdwwd  III.  p.  181—183. 
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of  full  peace.  King  Edward  having  intelligence  that  a  fquadroi) 
of  Spanifh  (hips,  richly  laden^  were  on  the  point  of  returning 
from  Flanders,  he  drew  together  at  Sandwich  a  fqiiadron  of 
fifty  fail,  on  board  which  he  embarked  in  perfon  about  Mid- 
fummerf,  having  with  him' the  prince  of  Wales,  the  earls  of 
Lancafter,  Northampton,  Warwick,  SalKbury,  Huntingdon^ 
Arundelj  and  Gloucefter^  \^ith  many  other  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion.  They  met  with  the  Spanifh  fleet  on  the  coaft  near  Win^ 
chelfea,  which  confided  of  forty-four  very  large  (tiips,  ftyled  ca- 
racks :  they  were  out  of  cbhiparifon  bigger  and  ftronger  th&a 
the  Engliih  veiTcls ;  and  yet  the  latter  attacked  them  With  great 
boldnefs.  The  Spaniards  defended  themfelves  refolutely,  and 
chofe  at  lafl  death  rather  than  captivity,  refuting  quarter^  though 
it  was  offered  them.  Twenty-four  of  thefe  great  fhips,  laden 
lirith  cloth  and  other  valuable  goods,  were  taken,  and  brought 
into  the  Englifh  harbours^  and  the  refl  efcaped  by  a  fpeedy 
flight.  To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  viftory,  the  king  cau- 
fed  himfelf  to  bt  reprefented  on  a  gold  coin,  flahding  iii  the 
niidfl  of  a  ihip  with  a  fword  drawn,  thinking  it  an  honour  td 
have  his  name  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  as  the  avenger  o^ 

UERCHANTSS. 

It  would  be  befide,  or  rather  beyond,  our  purpole  to  record 
all  the  glorious  expeditions  of  this  reign,  which  would  require 
a  volume  to  do  them  right.  In  order  to  conncA  fuch  paflages 
as  fall  properly  under  our  pen,  we  fhall  obfef  ve,  that,  on  the 
death. of  Philip  the  French  king,  his  fon  John  fuccecded  in  the 
throne,  who  in  the  beginning  of  bis  reign  beftowed  the  duchy 
of  Aquitain^upon  the  dauphin  ;  which  fo  provoked  king  £d- 
_ward,  that  he  gave  it,  with  the  like  title,  to  his  fon  the  prince^ 
and  lent  him  with  a  fmall  army  df  veteran  trodps  to  maintain  hi$ 
title.  With  thefe  forces,  on  September  19,  1356,  he  won  the 
famous  battle  of  PoidHers,  in  which  he  took  the  king  of  France 
and  his  youngeft  fon  Philip  prifoners,  and  with  them  the  flower 
bf  the  French  nobility,  with  whom,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year,  he  landed  in  triumph  at  Plymouth  j  frdm  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  London,  where  he  was  received  with  the  utmoft 

f  A.  D.  X350.  S  Contin.  Nlc.  Tifvet.  8c  Adim  Afarimiuh,  annal.  vol.  ii. 
p.  101.  Roh.  dc  Avcfbnry,  p.  184,  185.  T.  Walfingluiin,  p.  1^9.  H.  Knyghcon, 
p.  26CX.  Fabian,  p.  iiB,  Match.  VUiani,  lib.  i.  cap.  P9. 
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itl^>eA  By  the  citizens,  having  at  their  head  Henry  Picard,  then 
lord-mayor,  who  afterwards  entertained  the  kings  of  England^ 
France,  Scotland,  and  Cyprus,  at  dinner^* 

The  taking  of  their  king  brought  the  French  aiFalrs  into  great 
difordcr,  which  was  increafed  through  their  own  didenfions,  and 
occaiioned  fuch  a  terrible  fludhiation  in  their  councils,  that  king 
Edward,  believing  himfelf  ill  dealt  with  in  the  negociations  they 
had  fet  on  foot  for  the  deliverance  of  their  king,  refolved  to 
quicken  them  by  invading  France  with  a  more  potent  army  than 
hitherto  he  had  employed  againft  them,  and  accordingly  embark* 
ed  at  Sandwich,  OAober  24,  1359,  on  board  a  fleet  of  1 100 
fail,  and  the  next  day  landed  his  army  on  Calais  fands,  confift- 
ing  of  near  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  The  dauphin,  with  a 
great  army,  kept  about  Paris,  but  could  not  be  drawn  to  a  bat>* 
tie ;  which,  though  it  loft  him  fome  reputation,  yet  it  certainly 
preferved  France;  for  King  Edward,  perceiving  that  though 
he  was  able  to  take  their  greateft  Cities,  and  to  plunder  their 
richeft  provinces,  yet  it  was  by  no  means  in  his  power  to  pre* 
ferve  his  conquefts,  refolved  to  put  an  end  to  fo  de(lru£iive  a 
difpute,  which,  though  it  raifed  his  glory,  ftrved  only  to  ruin 
two  great  nations;  and,  from  this  generous  view,  concluded  the 
peace  of  Bretigny,  fo  called  from  its  being  figued  at  that  place^ 
May  8,  i36o« 

fiy  this  treaty  King  EdWard^  for  himfelf  and  fucceilbrs,  re- 
tiounced  his  title  to  the  kingdom  of  France,  the  dughy  of  Nor^ 
tnandy,  and  many  other  countries ;  the  French,  on  the  other 
fide,  giving  up  to  him  all  Aquitain,  with  many  countries  depend* 
tng  thereupon,  as  alfo  the  town  and  lordfhip  of  Calais,  with  a 
confiderable  territory  thereto  adjoining  i.  By  this  treaty  King 
John  obtauied  his  liberty,  and  was  conveyed  in  an  Engliih  flee( 
to  Calais  in  the  motath  of  July  following*  King  Edward,  who 
was  in  England  at  the  time  the  French  king  went  away,  paflcd 
alfo  over  to  Calais  in  the  month  of  October,  whera,  upon  the 
lwenty>-fourth,  the  treaty  was  folemnly  ratified  after  the  perform* 

fc  Oontiouat.  Kic.  Trivet,  ft  Adam  Murimttth,  anoal.  voli  H.  p.  itf,  ikghttt 
de  Avelbury^  p.  »to — i^%.  Anonym,  htft.  Edward  tlh  c.  Wi.  't.  ValiSogbaai^ 
p.  17a.  FroiflaR)  c.  clxit^.  Paul  ^rriylc,  p.  540.  Dvplcix^  tool.  ii.  p.  504* 
1  Rymer^i  foedera,  torn.  vi.  p.  txg,  Coxidn.  Nic.  Trivet.  Sic  Adam  Murifflutb, 
atiaal.  p.  i  13.    Mczcraf^  torn.  lii^  p.  |9*    P*  Daniel,  torn.  r.  p*  8t. 
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ance  of  dkinc  fervicc )  and  the  kings  mumallf  embraemgy  puC 
an  end  to  all  their  differences ;  John  proceeding  from  thence 
to  Paris,  and  King  Edward  returning  on  board  his  fleet  to 
England  ^. 

This  peace  lafted  as  long  as  the  Freneh  king  lived;  who  in 
1364  eame  over  into  England  again>  under  pretence  of  treat* 
|ug  with  King  Edward,  but  in  reality  out  of  vefpeGt  to  an  Engf 
iiA  lady )  and  died  here  ibon  after  his  arrival.  His  fon,  the 
dauphin,  fiicceeded  him  by  the  name  of  Charles  V.  fumamed 
Tke  Wife  I  and  from  the  inftant  he  mounted  the  throne,  pro* 
jeAed  the  breach  of  the  late  tveaty,  and  the  depriving  King 
Edward  of  the  advantages  ftipulated  thereby,  which  has  been 
Always  a  great  point  in  French  wifdom^.  The  war^  however^ 
did  not  break  out  tiU  the  year  13XS9.  The  pfetencQ  then  made 
Vfe  of  by  the  French  was,  that  the  prince  of  Wales  had  rai<^ 
fed  fome  illegal  taxes  in  his  fVench.  dominions,  of  which  the 
nobility  of  ttiofe  provinces  were  excited  to  complain  to  the 
French  king,  and  to  demand  redrefs  as  from  their  fovereiga 
fcrd. 

The  French  hiAorians  xbemfelves  admit,  that  this  was  mere 
pretence,  and  that  ICing  Charles  had  fecretly  difpofed  all  things 
for  expelling  the  £ngli(h  out  of  France  *,  and  when  his  mines 
were  ready,  direded  the  Count  de  Armagnac,  and  others  of 
prince  Edward^  barons,  to  ipring  them,  by  prefenting  their 
petiden :  upon  which  he  fiimmoned  the  prince  of  Wales  to  an- 
fwer  before  his  court  of  peers  ai  Paris.  Thi#  was  a  diredl 
breach  of  the  trebly  of  Bretigny,  whereby  the  provinces  in 
^ueftioa  were  abfoiutcly  yielded  to  the  king  of  England.  The 
prince,  on  receiving  this  ftimmons,  declared  that  he  would  come 
to  Paris  with  his  helipet  on  his  head,,  and  £xty  thoufand  men 
to  witnefs  his  appearance.  The  French  king,  who  expeded 
4uch  a  return,  immediately  declared,,  that  the  territories  of  the 
king  of  England  in  France  were  forfeited  for  this  contempt  1 
of  which  iontence  be  gaye  King  Edwavd  notiqe,  by  fo  con* 
temptible  a  meflenger  as  a  fculHon  ^.    To  Aich  an  zGt  as  thi^>* 

k  Froiflirt,  chap,  ccxlil.    T.  WalfingKami  Ypodijma  N^u^rias,  p.  J14.     Fa- 
hian,  p.  243.  1  Paul  jfimyle,  p.  548,  549.     Gagttin.  hift.  p.  i;;,   155. 

(Ddpldx,  torn.  ix.  p.  556.  m  FroiiRrt,  chap^  ccxiil.     Do  Cbeync,  p.  ^99. 

Mezcray,  Com.  iM.  p.  78,  79,  8o» 
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lie  was  prompted  bf  the  confidence  he  hdd  in  H  fcfatme  of  hU 
own,  for  invading  and  deftroyiilg  £nglahd.  In  order  to  thhf 
he  had  been  for  feme  years  purchafing  (hips  all  over  Europe  ( 
(6  that  at  length  he  drew  together  a  prodigious  floeti  on  board 
of  which  he  was  preparing  to  embark  a  numerous  army  |  when 
he  had  advice  that  the  duke  of  Lancafter  and  th(  «arl  of  War** 
wick,  with  a  considerable  body  of  Engliih  forcesi  were  lande4 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calais,  and  in  full  mar^h  towards 
Mm.  This  obliged  him  to  abandon  his  defign^  and  to  diakt 
iife  of  his  forces  to  defend  his  own  country,  which  they  per* 
formed  indifierently,  though  thejr  were  lucky  in  another  re* 
fpefl  i  for  the  Count  de  St.  Pol  difappointed  a  defjgn  the  dukt 
of  Lancafter  had  formed,  of  burning  the  whole  Frejich  flcel 
in  the  port  of  Harfleur  "• 

King  Edward  in  the  mean  time  conceiving  himfelf,  by  this 
leries  of  unprovoked  hoftilities,  entirely  freed  from  his  ftipula^^ 
tions  in  the  treaty  concluded  with  King  John,  refumed  the  title 
of  king  of  France  i  and  having  received  great  fuppiies  of  mo* 
ney  from  his  parliamenti  made  mighty  preparations  for  invading 
France}  and  for  the  prcfent  fcvcral  fquadrons  were  fent  to  fea 
to  crui2e  upon  the  enemy®.  One  of  thcfc,  on  the  coaft  of 
Flanders,  took  twenty-five  fail  of  (hips  laden  with  fait  p.  Thefc 
fliips  were  commanded  by  one  John  Peterfon:  and  having 
brought  this  cargo  from  Rochellc,  thought  to  (hew  their  bra* 
vtrj  by  attacking  the  earl  of  Hereford  with  his  fmall  fquadroA^ 
and  fo  drew  upon  tbemfelves  this  misfortune.  The  fame  year* 
the  French  formed  the  fiegc  of  Rochellej  the  news  of  which 
gave  King  Edward  great  difquiet:  he  therefore  immediately  or*» 
dered  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  a  young  nobleman  of  great  cou« 
rage,  to  fail  with  a  fquadron  of  forty  fhips,  and  fuch  forces  as 
could  be  drawn  together  on  a  fudden  to  its  reliefs.  Henry « 
king  of  Caftik,  having  notice  of  this  embarkationi  and  fearing 

■  Conttn.  Ntc.  TnreU  8c  Adam,  Moridiuth,  anna),  vd.  ii.  p*  113-  Anonym. 
Tit.  Ed»ard  III.  cap.  )sx.  Froiitart,  chap,  cdxix,  T.  Wal&ngham.  p.  189. 
Mezeray,  torn.  ni.  p.  Sx,  83.     P.  Daniel,   torn.  v.  p.  172-  ^  A.  D«  ini« 

P  Anonym.  h\(\or,  Edwiird  III.  cip.  Ix.  FroilTar,  chap,  ccxcii.  fol.  177, 
T.  O'terbournc,  p.  147.  Jacob.  Meyer,  aural.  Flandr.  lib.  zUi.  p.  igo, 
^  Contin.  Nic.  Trivcr.  &  Adam  Minimuth,  annal.  vol.  ii.  p.  127,  x*8.  T, 
Wal^Pghaqi.  p.  z85.    Anonym,  hiHor.  Edward  III.  cap.  U.  p.  ^^9^ 
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if  the  Englifh  fucceededj  that  they  would  again  deprive  hia| 
of  his  kingdom^  which  was  claimed  by  the  duke  of  Lancafteii 
ia  right  of  his  wife,  fitted  out  a  ftout  fleet  confifting  of  forty 
fail  of  great  ihips^  and  thirteen  tight  frigates,  which,  wellr 
inanned,  under  the  command  of  four  experienced  fea-officersj^ 
he  fent  to  cruize  before  the  entrance  of  the  poit  of  RochellCj 
In  order  to  intercept  the  Englifh  fleet  '• 

The  earl  of  Pembroke  arriving  on  IhGdfummerreye,  before 
Rochelk,  engaged  this  fleet,  but  with  indifferent  fuccefs;  the 
Spaniards  having  ihips  of  war,  and  he  only  tranfports ;  how^ 
ever,  heing  parted  in  the  night,  he  loft  no  more  than  two  ftore«» 
ihips.  The  next  day  he  renewed  the  fight,  wherein  he  was 
totally  defeated;  all  his  ihips  being  taken  or  funk,  and  himfelf 
fent  prifoner  into  Spain.  On  board  one  of  his  (hips  were 
twenty  thoufand  marks  in  ready  money,  which  were  to  have 
been  employed  in  raifing  forces ;  but  by  this  accident  went  to 
the  bottom  of  the  fea.  French  writers  pretend,  that  the  be-? 
fieged  were  not  diipleafed  with  this  misfortune  which  befel  the 
{Aglifli ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  this,  aliedge,  that  they  gave  them 
no  afliftance;  the  contrary  of  which  appears  from  our  an*: 
ihors^  who  give  us  a  lift  of  the  Rocl^ellers  who  perilhed  in  this 
^ghf. 

This  lofs  was  attended  with  that  of  Rochelle,  and  the  greatr 
eft  part  of  Poi£lou ;  which  fo  raifed  the  fpirits  of  the  Frcnchj^ 
that  they  befieged  the  ftrong  city  of  Touars,  which  they  Urought 
to  a  capitulation  on  thefe  terms :  that  if,  by  the  feaft  of  St« 
Michael,  they  were  not  relieved  by  King  Edward,  or  one  of 
his  fons,  then  the  place,  with  all  its  dependencies,  fliould  be 
rendered  into  the  hands  of  th?  French.  The  principal  perfon 
employed  by  the  French  in  this  expedition,  was  one  Sir  John 
Evans,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  had  forfaken  his  country 
(hrough  feme  difcontent.  This  man  was  an  excellent  officer, 
both  by  land  and  fea,  and  was  now  recalled  from  the  iflaud  of 
Gue^'nfey,  upon  which  h^  had  made  a  defcent,  and  had  almoft 

'  Paul  7Eai|Ie»  p.  s^;  55;  x.  Dnpleix,  torn.  if.  p.  ^66.  Le  Gendre,  torn, 
5i.  p.  S47.  »  T.  Walfinghami  Ypodigma  Ncuftriat.  p.  519.    Wih 

htltal  Wyrccftcr  anndes,  p.  437.  T.  Otterbourne,  p.  147.  FroiSart,  chap, 
pcxcviii.    Gagttin.  hift.  p.  liS.     Mczeray,  torn.  iii.  p,  87,  8S.     P.   Dasiel, 

.tdo.  y.  p.  1S9,. 
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feduced  the  place,  to  perform  the  like  fervice  in  Poidou  <•  I 
mention  this  to  ihew,  that  the  French  began  now  to  have  ibme 
power  at  fea,  which  is  the  natural  confequence  of  their  main* 
taining  a  lingering  war  with  us. 

King  Edward  had  all  this  time  been  preparing  a  vaft  number 
of  tranfports,  and  a  ilout  fleet,  in  order  to  traniport  his  army 
to  Calais  \  but  now,  having  intelligence  of  the  terms  on  which 
the  city  of  Touars  had  capitulated,  he  refolved  to  employ  hia 
forces  and  his  fleet  for  its  relief.  With  this  view  he  embarked 
9  confidcrable  body  of  troops  on  board  a  fleet  of  four  hundred 
fail;  and  to  ihew  the  earneft  deiire  he  had  of  faving  fo  impor- 
tant a  place,  he  went  in  perfon  with  the  prince  of  Wales,  the 
duke  of  Lancafler,  the  earl  of  Cambridge,  all  three  his  fons^ 
and  many  of  his  nobility ;  but  all  his  endeavours  were  to  no 
purpofe^:  for,  embarking  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  fleet 
was  fo  tofied  by  contrary  winds,  that  after  continuing  at  fea 
about  nme  weeks,  the  king  found  himfelf  obh'ged  to  return 
to  England;  where,  as  foon  as  he  landed,  he  difmifTed  his 
army,  by  which  untoward  accident  Touars  was  loft  ^.  From 
this  inftance  it  is  apparent,  that  notwithftandlng  the  utmoft  care 
and  diligence  in  fitting  out  fleets,  and  in  fpite  of  all  the  courage 
and  condudl  of  the  moft  accompliflied  commanders,  expeditions 
of  this  kind  may  eafily  fail ;  and  in  flich  cafes,  the  confequence 
generally  is  the  fame  which  fell  out  here :  the  people  murmured 
at  the  vaft  expence,  and  began  to  fuggeft,  that  now  the  king 
grew  old,  fortune  had  deferted  him* 

The  king,  notwithftanding  thefe  repeated  difappointments, 
ftill  kept  up  his  fpirits,  and  refolved  to  make  the  utmoft  efibrts 
for  reftoring  his  affairs  in  France :  but  being  grown  far  in  yearvp 
and  withal  much  worn  with  fotjgue,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
fending  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  with  a  great  fleet,  and  a  good 
army  on  board,  to  Calais  *.  The  French  writers,  and  indeed 
inoft  of  our  hiftorians  fay,  it  confifted  of  thirty  thoufand  men ; 

<  Froiflait,  chsp.  cccv.    Holingflied,  vol.  ii.  p.  407.  u  a.  D,  13 71, 

^  Cone.  Ntc.  Tmet.  ft  Adam.  Murimuth,  annal,  vol.  iu  p.  1x9.  Anonym. 
|iift.  Edwtrd  III.  cip.  Iz.  Both  thefe  writers,  however,  fay,  this  expedition  wat 
for  the  relief  of  Rochellc,  Froiflart,  chap.  cccv.  Argentre  hift.  de  firetagnCy 
^v.  yH.  chap,  il.    Mezcrayy  torn.  Hi.  p.  89.  a  >v.  D.  1371. 
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but  FroiiTart)  vho  lived  in  thofe  time«»  and  knew  vtrj  weK 
what  he  wrote,  affirms  they  were  but  thirteen  thoufand,  vet. 
three  thoufand  men  at  arms^  and  ten  thoufand  archers.  They 
might  indeed  be  increafed  after  their  arrival,  and  probably  thef 
were  {o.  At  the  head  of  thefe  forces  the  duke  of  Lancafier 
pailed  through  the  heart  of  France  to  Bourdeatlx^  in  fpite  of 
all  the  oppofitipn  the  French  could  give  him,  who  made  it  their 
bufinefs  to  barafs  him  all  they  could  in  his  march,  though  thej 
were  determined  not  to  fight  7.  Thus  far  the  expedition  was 
equally  fuccefsful  and  glorious  ;  but  in  the  latter,  end  of  it  the 
army,  by  continual  fatigue,  began  to  diminifl),  and  the  duke  of 
Lancafter  was  glad  to  conclude  a  truce,  which  was  prolonged 
from  time  to  time  fo  long  as  the  king  lived.  In  tbcfe  la(t  days 
of  his  life  he  grew  feeble  in  body  and  mind,  and  was  (as  many 
of  our  hiftorians  fay)  governed  in  a  great  meafure  by  a  mifircfs 
and  her  favourites. 

His  glorious  fon,  the  Black  Prince,  lingered  alfo  for  feveral 
years  with  a  dropfy,  and  complication  of  diftempers  5  fo  that 
we  need  not  wonder  at  the  wrong  turn  the  Englifti  affairs  took 
in  Francei  if  we  confider  the  advantage  the  French  then  had, 
in  the  art  and  cunning  of  Charles  V.  who  was  certainly  one  of 
the  ableft  princes  that  ever  fat  upon  their  throne.  In  all  pro- 
bability the  fenfe  King  Edward  had  of  this  great  change  in  his 
affairs,  and  his  forefight  of  the  miferies  that  would  attend  a 
minority  in  fuch  troublefome  times,  might  poffibly  hailen  his 
death,  which  happened  on  June  21,  13 77,  in  the  fifty-firft  year 
of  his  reign  *. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  reign,  we  have  taken  notice  of  the 
great  jealoufy  the  king  exprcffed  for  his  fovereignty  of  the  fea ; 
but  if  we  had  mentioned  every  inflance  thereof,  it  vi^ould  have 
fwelled  the  account  beyond  all  reafonable  bounds ;  fome  fpecial 
cafes,  however,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  touch  here.  In  the 
peace  made  by  him  with  King  John,  wherein  Edward  renoun* 
ced  all  title  to  Normandy,  he  exprefsly  excluded  all  the  iflands 

y  Cont.  Ntc.  Triret,  &  Adam.  Marimnth,  annaU  vol.  ii.  p.  up.  Fro^ltrt, 
chap.  ccci.  T.  Walfinghami  Ypodigma  Ncuflnae,  p.  jip.  T.  Otterhourne,  p. 
147.  *  Contin.  Nic,  Trivet.  Sc  Adam.  MHiimuth,  amal.  vol.  ii.  p.  13^. 

T.  Walfingham,  p.  ipi.    H.  Knyghtw-n,  p,  atf»p,     "W.  Wyrccftcr,  tonal,  p. 
449. 
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•  F    E  D  W  A  R  D    W.  U1 

dependent  thereupon,  th»t  he  might  preferve  his  jurifdi£lion  ac 
fea  entire*.  In  his  commiillons  to  admirals  and  inferior  offi- 
cers, he  frequently  ftyles  hiipfelf  fovereign  of  the  Englifli  feas| 
averting  that  he  derived  his  title  from  his  progenitors,  and  de-. 
ducing  from  thence  the  grounds  of  his  inftrudtions,  and  of  the 
authority  committed  to  them  by  theie  delegations  ^.  His  par^* 
liaments  likewife,  in  the  preambles  to  their  bilk,  take  notice  of 
this  point ;  and  that  it  was  a  thing  notorious  to  foreign  nations, 
(hat  the  king  of  £ngland,  ia  right  of  his  crown,  was  fovereign 
of  the  feas^.  He  was  alfo,  as  we  have  before  ibewn,  very  at« 
tentive  to  trade,  and  remarkably  careful  of  Englifh  wool,  the 
ftaple  of  which  he  managed  with  fuch  addrels,  that  he  long 
held  the  principal  cities  of  Flanders  attached  to  his  intcreii^ 
contrary  to  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  carl»  whom  he  mprc 
than  once  engaged  them  to  expel  <^. 

Yet  for  all  this,  his  conduA  in  the  Uft  years  of  his  life  was 
fatal  to  the  naval  power  of  this  nation )  for,  by  long  wars,  and 
frequent  embargoes,  he  mightily  injured  commerce  :  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  French  king  was  all  this  while  afliduous  in 
his  endeavours  to  cultivate  a  maritime  force  in  his  dominions ; 
in  which  he  fo  far  fucceeded,  that  he  became  this  way  a  for« 
midaUe  enemy  to  the  Engliih  %  as  will  be  feen  in  our  account 
of  the  next  reign.  But  before  I  part  with  this,  I  muft  take 
notice,  that  not  only  the  ftate  was  exceedingly  exhaufted  by  the 
Ling's  French  wars,  but  that  prince  bimfelf  alfo  driven  to  fuch 
sieceiEties,  that  he  thrice  pawned  his  crown  ;  fird  in  the  feven- 
tcenth  year  of  his  reign  beyond  the  feas^i  again,  in  the 
twenty-fourth,  to  Sir  John  Wefenham,  his  merchant  S;  and 
yet  again  in  the  thirtieth  of  his  reign>  to  the  fame  perfon,  ia 
whofe  hands  it  then  lay  eight  years,  through  the  king's  inability 
to  redeem  it  K  Neither  is  this  a  flight  report,  or  a  ftory  taken 
iirom  private  memoirs,  but  appears  in  our  records  \  and  ought,, 
dierefore,  to  be  a  caution  to  fucceeding  monarchs,  not  to  lay  too 

*  Thom,  Walfingham.  ad.  xsxiv.    Xdvardi  I  IT.  ^  Rot.  Scotis,  ic* 

Ed.  III.  membran.  x5.  «  Rot.  Pari.  46.  Ed.  flT.  num.  %o.  d  Mc- 

xenjf  vol.  iii.  p.  8tf.  *  Hiftoire  dc  la  Milice  Francoife,  par  P.  Duitcl, 

ton.  ii.  p.  448'  (  Pat.  Parf.  i.  An.  17°  ^dw.  III.  S  Pat.  annal. 

a4'  mcQibran.  ai.  ^  Clauf.  aaiu'.  30.  Edw.  111.    Com.  de  Term,  UU. 

3$;  IIJwv  in.  rx  parte  rtin.  r«£tff. 
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•great  a  ftrefs  on  their  foreign  expeditions  j  which>  thougli  fomS^ 
times  honourable  in  appearance^  have  been  always  in  effefl 
ruinous  to  their  predecefibrs. 

RicHAR J»  II.  firom  the  place  where  he  was  born,  ftyled  KU 
thard  of  Bourdeaux^  the  fon  of  the  famous  Black  Prince^ 
fucceeded  his  grandfather  in  the  kingdom  with  general  (atisf^-^ 
tion,  though  he  was  then  but  eleven  y^ars  old.  He  was  crowned 
with  great  folemnity  ;  and  beiog  too  young  to  govern  himfelfj 
the  adminiftration  naturally  devolved  upon  his  Hndes,  and  par<« 
tlcularly  John  of  Gaunt  duke  of  Lancafter,  then  ftyled  king  of 
Caftilc  and  Leon  K  While  the  great  men  in  England  were 
employed  in  adjufting  their  interefts^  and  getting  good  places^ 
the  French  king's  fleets  confiding  of  fifty  fail  of  ftout  fhips^ 
tinder  the  command  of  admiral  de  Vienne^  infefted  our  coafts  | 
and  a  body  of  troops  landed  in  Sufiex,  by  whom  the  town  of 
Rye  was  burnt »  This  was  in  the  latter  end  of  JunCf  within  fix 
days  after  King  Edward's  deceafe ;  of  which  the  French  ha- 
ving notice,  they  thence  took  courage  to  attempt  greater  things* 
On  the  twenty-firft  of  Auguft  they  landed  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight^ 
pillaged  and  burnt  moft  of  the  villages  therein^  and  exaAed  a 
thouiand  pounds  of  the  inhabitants,  fot  not  burning  the  reft  | 
and  afterwards  pafling  along  the  coaft,  they  landed  from  time 
to  time,  and  deflroyed  Portfmouth,  Dartmouth,  and  Plymouth^ 
to  the  great  diflionour  of  the  lords  about  the  young  king,  who 
were  fo  much  employed  in  taking  care  of  thcmfelvcs,  that  they 
had  little  time  to  fpare,  and  perhaps  as  little  concern  for  the 
affairs  of  the  nation ;  fo  that,  if  private  perfons  had  not  inter<» 
pofed,  matters  had  gone  ftill  worfe.  For  tliough  Sir  John 
Arundel  drove  the  French  from  Southampton  with  lofs  |  yet 
they  burnt  Haftings,  and  attempted  Winchelfca,  which  was  dc* 
fended  by  the  abbot  of  Battel.  At  Lewes  they  beat  the  prior^ 
with  fuch  troops  as  h€  had  drawn  together ;  and  having  killed 
about  a  hundred  men,  not  without  confiderable  lofs  on  theif 
fide,  re-embarked  their  forces,  and  returned  home*. 

i  Coptin.  Nic.  Trivet.  9c  Adtm.  Morimath.  anuftl.  vol.  ti.  p.  f^d,  14!. 
Thf»m.  WalCnghana,  p..'9J — 197.     H.  Knyghton,  p.  1630.  k  Froifl&n^ 

chsp.  327-    Viu  R.  Ricbtfdl  II.  a  Monach.  dc  Evcfluai  (cript.  p«  %t  p   T.  Ot' 

cerboniac,  p.  X48« 
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In  (bote  meafure  to  wipe  off  the  (hame  of  there  xmfadven- 
itues,  a  confiderable  fleet  was  at  length  fent  to  kz,  under,  the 
commaml  of  tbeearl  of  Bitokinghaoi;  who  hat]  with  him  maiiy 
galla&t  o£cerS|  aad  who  kftended  to  have  mtercrptcd  the  Spa«» 
m(h  fleet  m  their  Tojrage  to  Sluys )  with  which  view  he  twice 
put  so  fea;  and  was  aB  often  fioreed  into  port  by]  contrary 
winds ;  fo  that  his  projed  came  to  nothing  K  The  duke  of 
LaaeaAc^i  o»  a  produTe  t^  defend  the  nation  agaiaft  all  ene- 
tnies  for  one  ytsUr,  got  iato  hia  hiifids'  a  fubiidy  granted  by  par- 
Itamem  for  that  porpofe ;  yet  heeiecuted  his  truft  fo  indiflTe* 
rentlyt  that  one  Mercer^  a  Seocs  privateer^  with  a  fmall  fqua* 
dron»  carried  away  feteral  teflcb  from  under  the  walls  of 
Scarborough-caftle  i  aiid  4fterward9  adding  feveral  French  and 
Spasdfk  ihips  to  bia  fleet,  began  to  grow  tetj  fbraiidiblei.  and 
greatly  dtfturbed  the  Engli/h  commerce  ^. 

In  times  of  public  diftra£Hoii^  private  virtaea  are  commonly 
moft  confpicuoQs.  iThere  was  ope  alderman  John  PhiIpot»  of 
London^  who  with  great  wealth  iihd  a  fair  reputation,  had  & 
^ry  high  and  aiiive  fpirit»  and  could  hardly  digeft  the  affronts 
daily  doxie  to  lus  country  by  the  French  admirals,  and  the  Scots 
jpirates.  This  man,  at  his  own  expence^  fitted  out  a  ftout  fqua« 
dronj  on  board  which  he  emb^u'ked  a  thoufand  men  at  arms, 
and  then  went  in  queft  of  Mercer,  whdfe  fleet,  fuperior  in 
force,  and  fliifhed  with  vi£kory,  he  engaged  and  totally  defeat- 
ed ;  taking  not  onl^  his  ihips  with  all  the  booty  on  board  them, 
but  aUb  fifteen  iSpaniih  veflels,  richly  laden,  which  a  little  be- 
JFore  had  joined  Kbrcer^  befides  all  the  prizes  he  had  carried 
{rem  Scarborough*  For  this  glotious  ad,  alderman  Fhilpot^ 
according  to  the  ftirange  policy  of  thofe  times,  was  called  be« 
fore  the  cotincii,  and  ^ueftioned  for  thus  manning  a  fquadron 
without  legal  authority  ;  butx  he  anfwered  the  earl  of  Stafford 
fo  wifely,  and  jujftiiicd  himfelf  fo  fully,  that  the  lords  were 
content  to  difa||f8,  with  thanks,  a  man  whofe  virtues  were  more 
flloflrious  thait  their  titles  »• 

Buti  as  there  coi|Id  be  no  dependence  on  thcfe  extraordinary  re- 
faiisdies,  the  parliament  provided  in  fome  meafure  for  the  fecurity 

I  ConHn.  Nte.  Tmet.  9c  Adam.  Marimmb.  tnnal.  vol.  ii.  p,  141.  T.  WtU 
6n^am«  p.  %o$,  zeg,  n  $towc,  p.  aBi.    HoIiDgfbed,  vol.  ii.  p.  419. 

$peed.  a  Vit«  IL  Rktrdi  II.  p^  tf .    T.  Walfinsham,  p.  211.    Holiua- 
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of  navigation  b]^  the  impofidon  of  certain  duties.  The  very  leait*' 
ed  Sir  Robert  Cotton  fays,  theie  impofittons  were  by  ftrength  of 
pVerogative  only  S  the  contrary  of  which  appears  clearly  hf  the 
rccordi  which  is  ftiU  extant.  But,  before  we  fpeak  of  thefir, 
i^hich  in  their  own  nature  are  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  our  bvc* 
reignty  at  fea,  it  wiB  be  neceffary  to  obfenre  what  former  kings 
Kad  d6ne  in  this  refpeft. 

In  King  Jobo^s  time,  as  we  find  it  recited  upon  reoordrin  fub- 
^fequent  feigns,  the  town  of  WinchcMea  was  enjoined,  in  the  fix* 
teenth  year  of  his  rcign^  to  provide  ten  good  and  large  (hips  for 
the  king's  fertiee  'm  Poi£lou  ^;  at  another  time  twenty;  Dunwich 
Txid  Ipf#ich  being  to  find  five  each,  and  other  ports  in  propor- 
tion, all  at  their  owb  expcnce^.  Edward  I.  had  from  the 
merchants  a  twentieth,  and  afterwards  a  feventh,  of  their  com- 
modities': he  impofed  a  cuftom  of  a  noMe  upon  every  lack  of 
i^acH^f  which  in  his  Ton's  thne  was  doubled.  In  Edward  Il's 
time  we  find,  that  the  fea-ports  were  for  twelve  years  charged 
to  fet  out  (hips,  provided  with  ammunitkm  and  provifibn,  fome- 
times  for  one  month,  fometimes  (or  four,  the  number  of  (hips 
more  or  lefs,  according  as  occafion  required  ^  Edward  UL 
heightened  the  fubfidy  upon  wool  to  fix  and  forty  fixillings  and 
fourpexke  a  fack^,  being  feven  tiroes  the  firft  impofition.  As 
for  dlips,  he  enjoined  the  fea-ports  frequently  to  attend  him  with 
aD  their  ftrength  ^.  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  rdgn,  he  oyi- 
ged  the  cinque  ports  to  fet  out  thirty  (hips,  half  at  his  coft,  and 
half  at  theirs,  the  out-ports  fnmifiiing  fourfcore  (hips,  and  the 
traders  of  London  being  commanded  to  furniih  fbips  cf  war  at 
their  own  expence  '.  Complaint  being  made,  on  account  of  thefe 
bard  (hips  to  parliament  ^  no  other  anfwer  could  be  bad^  than 
that  the  king  would  not  permit  things  to  be  otherwife  than  they 
were  before  bis  time  » ;  that  is,  would  not  permit  his  prcroga* 
tive  to  be  dimhiidied.    By  theie  methods  he  raifed  his  cuftoms 

*  Anfwfri  to  reaCons  for  foreign  wars,  p.  46,  ^  Ei^  Joan.  ETerliktt* 

Tat.  an«  )  E.  I.  m.  z6.         4  RoCt  Claof.  an.  atf  H.  Ilf.  r  Rot.  Va(c«niz, 

«nn.  ix  E.  1.  in.  8.  *  £x.  hiftoria  Jo«n*  B?crf4aii.    ^e  ^ntdy*»  hiftory  io 

riiat  king's  rcigh.  ^  Rot.  S(foc.  an.  i  S.  If.  m.  17-  Btot.  8coL  an.  ix  £.  II. 

m.  8.  Rot.  Pat.  an.  4  E.  II.    Dorf.  Claaf.  an.  17  B-  H.  m.  f.        «  S«e  Bnndy't 
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in  the  port  of  London  to  a  thoufand  marks  per  month  *.  Thefc 
were  certainly  hard(hips»  and  hardlhips  that  would  not  b^ve 
been  borne  under  any  other  pretence. 

Bttt  nowy  under  the  minority  of  Sling  Richard  II.  when  thing* 
could  not  be  carried  with  fk^,  high  a  band^  and  yet  the  neceiBty 
of  maintaining  a  conftant  fquadron  at  fea  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
coafts  was  apparent,  a  new  order  was  taken,  equally  agreeable 
to  juftice  and  reafon,  for  impofing  certain  duties  on  all  ihipa 
lailing  in  the  north  feas,  that  is,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Thames  northwards.  Thefe  duties  were  to  be  levied  not  only 
on  merchants,  but  on  fifliermen,  and  on  thofe  belonging  to  ib- 
f*eign  nations,  as  well  as  of  Engliih  fiibjeAs.  It  confifted  in  payr 
ing  fixpence/rr  ton;  and  fuch  veflels  only  were  excufed  as 
were  bound  from  Flanders  to  London  with  merchandise,  or 
from  London  to  Calais  with  wool  and  hides.  Fifhermen,  par- 
ticularly fuch  as  were  employed  in  the  berring»fi£hery,  were  to 
pay  iixpence/rr  ton  every  week;  other  fiftermen  a  like  duty 
every  three  weeks  ;  (hips  employed  in  the  <oal-tra4e  to  New* 
caftle,  once  in  three  months;  merchantmen  failing  to  Prufiia^ 
Norway,  or  Sweden,  a  like  duty ;  and,  for  the  collecting  thefe 
impofitions,  fix  armed  vedels  were  to  be  employed. 

As  for  the  authority  by  which  this  was  done,  it  #ill  beft  apr 
pear  by  the  title  of  the  record,  which  runs  thus:  <<  This  is  thf 
<<  ordinance  and  grant  by  advice  of  the  merchants  of  London, 
«<  and  of  other  merchants  to  the  north,  by  the  ailent  of  all  the 
<*  commons  in  parliament,  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  the 
<<  mayor  of  London,  for  the  guard  and  tuition  of  the  feaM:oafts 
«  under  the  juriidiAion  of  the  admiral  of  the  north  feas  ^^  ^s. 
This,  as  I  obfcrved  befere,  is  the  cieareft  proof,  that  our  fove* 
reignty  of  the  fea  in  thofe  days  was  admitted  by  all  nations^ 
otherwife  this  ordinance  would  not  have  been  fubmitted  to ; 
about  which  it  appears,  there  was  no  kind  of  fcruple  or  appre*- 
henfion,  fince  fo  fmall  a  force  was  appointed  to  coUcdi  it. 

In  1 378,  the  earls  of  Arundel  and  Saliflmry  pafled  with  con- 
fiderable  forces  into  France,  where,  being  able  to  perform  little^ 
they  in  their  return  were  attacked  at  fea  by  a  Spanilh  fqua^rpn. 
Part  of  the  Engliih  fleet  feems  not  to  have  engaged ;  and  my 

^  Cbaf.  an.  %  K,  III.      ft  |Ut  Pari.  an.  %» ^c^  II.  part  ii.  art.  is^,  10  fchedala« 
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author  charges  Pluiip  and  PeC^  Courtney^  who  eo^iinuid^^ilK 
fliips  that  fought^  irith  ttmeritj.  .  Hoirevcr  it  iB^as,  thcj  faoch 
behaved  very  gallantly  ^  and  JPhiUp  efcapedi  tboHgl)  mucii 
wounded.  As  for  Peter,  he  wa$  takeii  with  a  few  of  his  UMsa^ 
who  were^ever  heard  of  afterwards ;  and  as  there  perHhcdf  in 
this  fight,  abundance  of 'Devonflurf  and  Sooicifet(hir«  gcnitlo* 
men,  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  very  great  misfortune  f .  It  was^ 
ikowever,  felipwcd  with  a  greater.  The  duke  of  Lancaftci^  wtdli 
t  Tery  numerous  army  aod  a  ycry  ppteut  flecij^,  failed  to  tbf 
affiftauce  of  the  duke  of  Bretagne  abo^t  mid&mmer ;  and^  ha- 
ying fpen^  near  a  month  in  a  frfoitleTs  fiege  of  the  ^pwn  of  Hu 
Malo,  which  he  mifled  taking  by  his  own  n^lig/enoe  aod  ill 
conduft,  he  returned  to  England  witji  little  repu^tlon  to  htm- 
felf,  the  French  fleet  in  the  mean  time  haying  fpoiied  the 
coaib  of  Cornwall. 

The  foes  of  the  French  court  very  naturally  applied  tbei^felves 
for  al&ftance  to  England,  and  feldom  failed  to  obtain  it,  though 
ic  was  not  often  ^hat  either  we  or  they  were  gainers  by  it  io  the 
fnd.  The  king  of  Navarre,  who  had  {hewn  himfelf  a  bittei; 
fnets^  to  the  ||0U&  of  Valois,  and  who  met  hitherto  with  but 
indifferent  fuccf  fs  in  a  great  variety  of  intrigues  and  enterprizes 
into  which  ha  bad  entered,  at  lail  addreflcd  himfelf  to  King 
Richard,  and  offered  to  put  the  fortrefs  of  Cherburg  in  Nor- 
mandy into  bis  hands  ^  which  was  accepted,  and  with  fbme  dif* 
Acuity  obtained  ifl  the  month  of  Q^iober,  1379*  In  the  latter 
end  of  the  fame  year,  Sir  John  Arundel,  going  with  a  confider- 
able  reinforcement  to  Bretagne,  was  (hipwrecked,  part  of  lug 
fquadron  being  driven  on  the  coails  of  Ireland,  fome  on  the 
3Velch  ihore,  and  otliers  into  Cornwall ;  fo  that  himfelf  and  a 
thoufand  men  %t  arms  periibed.  This  lois,  and  the  uneaiineis 
following*  upon  it,  occafiooed  the  calling  of  a  parliament. 

The  next  year,  however,  new  fupplies  were  fent  under  the 
command  of  the  earl  of  Buckingham,  Sir  Robert  Knollys,  and 
Sir  Hugh  Calyerl^jr,  to  Calais,  and  from  thence  pafled  through 
the  heart  of  France  into  Bretagne,  where  the  duke  employed 

«  Coot.  Nic,  Trifet.  &  Adam.  Murimutb.  tnnil.  vol.  ii.  p   143.  Vit.  R.  Ri- 
cardi  II.  p.  6,  HoIingQied,  toI.  ii.  p.  419.  d  T.  Waldnjrham,  p.  2i»,  213. 
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f^tm  m  tbe  fi^e  0f  Nan&esi  a  iitj  trhkh  rtffufisd  to  acknowledge 
tuQ  1 9nd|  taking  very  iktle  care  to  ftipplythexp  with  Dcceflarics* 
tbof  were  bf  de^rcea  reduced  to  fu^h  aufcf  jr»  that  ibe  £iigliih 
foldiqr«.«ere  glad  to  return  in  finall  fiompanies  fhrei^b  FraQC4^ 
not  in  a  hoftik  way,  but  begging  tbeir  bread ;  wfaieh  ought  t^ 
hate  put  an  en4  to  ail  tfaeie  inceofiderate  expediticoa,  that 
ferred  only  to  wafte  the  firepgth  of  the  nation*  and  to  tifoSf 
m  tp  foreigners ;  flptr  in  the  mean  time  the  Frelich  gallkt  buf«i| 
pravfffcnd)  and  phuulered  the  whole  ^entiih  coaft  f. 

In  1383  a  new  kind  of  war  bro|^  0ut»  which,  tbongh  incon«t 
ftktgltic  in  its  cohfequences,  ought  not  to  be  paficd  o^ier  in 
filence.  There  was  at  this  time  a  fchifm  in  the  chureh  of  Borne  c 
Urban'  IV.  :if as  owoed  in  that  dtj,  and  Gknient  VU.  waa  ac* 
knowledged  for  Pope  at  Avignon.  The  ft  Tend  princes  of  Europf 
confu[tM  their  own  adv^vntagein  the  choice  tiiiay  made  Qf.tbefo 
pontiffs ;  and,  as  the  French  had  owned  Clement,  the  Engiifii 
grew  very  warm  on  the  behalf  of  Urban*  JHe>  thepefofe,  to 
ierre  his  own  intereft,  and  to  heighten  their  zczl^  proclaims 
»  croifade  againft  his  opponents,  and  conftitntes  Henr  j  Nesril* 
bJibop  of  Norwich,  his  general  in  England.  This  prelate,  a 
man  of  noble  birth,  was  of  a  fit  character  for  inch  an  entcrporize, 
iiaving  a  high  fpirir,  a  refolute  courage,  and  a  very  isnirigying 
genius*  He,  knowing  that  the  Flemings  were  then  in  arms 
againft  their  earl,  and  ffaat  they  were  naturally  inclined  to  the 
J£ngli(h,  refolved  to  make  ui'e  of  his  commifBon  to  OTer*run,  if 
poffible,  that  country.  Faffing  over  with  this  view  Co  Calais^ 
he  there  fuddenly  aflenihled  50,000  foot  and  2000  bode,  witb 
whom,  and  a  good  fleet  attending,  he  fuddenly  fell  into  Flan^ 
dcrs»  where  h<{  cut  to  pieces  a  body  of  1 2iOOo  men  belonging  tm 
the  ear],  took  Dunkirk,  Graveling,  Mardyke,  an^f  ether  places^ 
and  at  length  bcfieged  Yprcs ;  his  fleet  proceeding  whh  like 
good  fortune  at  fea.  But  the  French  king  marching  with  a  great 
army  into  Flanders,  and  the  Flemings  beginning  to  fall  0S9  the 
)>sihop  of  Norwich  was  gUd  to  retirq^  and,  after  all  his  Qiort^ 
lived  fuccefles,  to  return  with  a  handful  of  men  into  England, 

«  Contio,  N!c.  TriYet,  &  Adam.  Murimoth.  annal.  vol.  H.  p.  T47— 150,  T, 
Ocrerboiiroe,  p.  150.    W.  WyrctCter,  annal.  p.  44r.     Mrzeriy,  vul.  iii.  p.  111, 
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The  next  year  the  French  fitted  out  feveral  fquadrons  to  infeil 
the  Engliih  coaft,  in  which  thej  were  but  too  fuccersful,  while 
our  xnteftine  divifions  hindered  us  from  taking  that  due  cafe  of 
our  afiairs,  which  our  great  ftrength  at  fea  enabled  u<  to  have 
done :  yet  the  inhabitants  of  Portfmouth,  to  £hew  the  martial 
ipirit  of  this  nation  was  not  quite  extinguifhed,  fitted  oat  a  (qua- 
dron  at  their  own  expence^  which  engaging  the  French  with 
equal  fbrcet  took  every  ihip,  and  flew  all,  but  nine  perfons,  on 
board  them,  performing  alfo  other  gallant  exploits  before  Aej 
returned  into  port^.  So  very  apparent  it  is,  that,  if  our  afifairs 
go  wrong,  this  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  the  rulers,  and  not  to  the 
people,  who  are  naturally  jealous  of  our  national  glory,  and  ever 
ready  enough  to  facrifice,  as  is  indeed  their  duty,  both  their 
peribns  and  properties  for  its  defence. 

The  French  king,  Charles  VI.  was,  in  the  year  1385,  per- 
fuaded  to  revive  his  father's  proje£b  of  invading  England,  in  or- 
der to  compel  the  Englifh  to  abandon  the  few  places  they  ftiU 
held  in  France.  With  this  view,  he,  at  a  prodigious  expence^ 
purchafed  (hips  in  difierent  parts  of  Europe,  and,  by  degrees, 
drew  together  a  very  great  number  \  an  author  of  credit,  who 
lived  in  thofe  times,  fays,  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-feven  fail ; 
jnibmuch  that^  if  it  had  been  necefiary,  they  might  have  made 
a  bridge  from  Calais  to  Dover  <•  On  the  other  hand,  king 
Richard  prepared  a  numerous  army,  and  alfo  drew  together  si 
powerful  navy ;  yet,  after  all,  there  was  no  great  matter  done  : 
for  the  French  king's  uncles,  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy, 
feu  at  variance  upon  this  head ;  and  the  defign  was  ib  long  pro* 
cradled,  that,  at  laft,  they  were  obliged  to  lay  it  afide  for  that 
year  >>.  Mezeray  feems  to  attribute  this  to  the  Duke  of  Burgun^^ 
dy  >  I  but  Father  Daniel  afcribes  it  to  the  Duke  of  Berry  ^ ;  how* 
ever,  it  was  not  entirely  given  over,  but  rather  deferred  dli  the 
iucceeding  fpring,  when  the  French  failed  a  fecond  time ;  partly 
throughthe  treachery  of  the  Duke  of  Bretagne,  and  partlythrough 
the  cowardice  of  admiral -de  Vicnne.     This  man  had  been  fent, 

f  T.  'Walfinghami  Tpodijpna  Keaftris,  p.  53;.  T.  Ottcrboarne,  p.  i;S,  M^y, 
Tit.  R.  Rioirdi  H.  p.  44%  45*  Dapldx,  Come  11.^^05,  606,  P.  Danld,  tome 
Y.  p.  |o8,  309.  «  Hiftoire  dc  Charles  VI.  A.  D.  1385.  *  Frolflart. 

Yol.  in.  cap.  xxr.        1  Abregc  de  rbiAoire  dc  France,  vol.  iil.  p.  119,       k  Hif- 
tmn  de  la  miUce  de  Ffao9*ire,  vol.  ii.  p.  448, 
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tHth  a  fleet  of  fixty  fhips  to  Scotland^  in  order  to  excite  an<t 
enable  the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  to  make  a  diverGon ;  but 
h^  behaved  there  very  indifferently :  for  he  declined  fighting  the 
Englifhj  when  they  deftroyed  all  the  country  before  them ;  and 
entered  into  an  ampor  with  a  princeis  of  the  royal  blood  ; 
which^  fays  Mezeray,  the  barbarous  Scots^  being  ftrangers  to 
French  gallantry,  toolc  ami(s»  and  (hewed  their  refentment  in 
ibch  a  manner,  as  obliged  him  to  leave  their  country  very  ab- 
ruptly. On  his  return  he  reported  the  Engtifh  army  to  confift 
of  ten  thoufand  horfc,  and  a  hundred  thoufand  foot,  which 
firuck  the  French  with  terror.  As  for  the  Duke  of  Bretagne^ 
on  fome  private  diftafte,  he  clapped  up  the  conftable  Of  France 
in  prilbn^  who  was  to  have  commanded  the  forces  that  were  to 
be  tranfported  in  thi^  mighty  fleets  which  new  difappoimment 
frufthit^  the  whole  defign. 

Father  Daniel  is  juft  enough  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  doubt-^ 
ful  whether  the  duke,  by  this  z(k  of  treachery,  did  the  Engliih 
or  the  French  moft  fervice  ^  fince,  if  this  deilgn  had  mifcarried, 
the  greateft  part  of  the  nobility  of  France,  who  were  embark- 
ed therein,  muft  have  neccCarily  periihed.  As  it  was,  a  great 
Slumber  of  ihips  belonging  to  this  huge  fleet,  in  failing  from  the 
haven  of  Sluys,  were  driven  on  the  Englifh  coaft  and  taken ; 
and  the  year  before,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Nottingham, 
with  the  Engllih  fleet,  had  attacked  a  great  number  of  French, 
Spanifli,  and  Flemifli  merchant- men ;  and,  having  beat  their 
convoy,  took  upwards  of  a  hundred  fail.  Thus  this  wild  fcheme 
ended  in  the  deftruAion  of  the  naval  power  of  France;  which 
as  it  is  in  itfelf  unnatural,  fo  whenever  it  receives  a  confiderable 
check,  it  u  very  hard  to  be  reftored  again,  as  Father  Daniel  ta- 
citly acknowledges;  for  he  owns,  that  during  the  remainder  of 
the  reign  of  Charles  VI.  as  alfo  during  that  of  Charies  VII« 
which  takes  in  upwards  of  half  a  century,  they  attempted  little 
or  nothing  by  fea,  and  not  much  in  the  fucceeding  fifty  years  K 

The  expedition  of  the  Dake  of  Lancafter  into  Spain  deferves 
to  be  mentioned  in  a  work  of  this  nature ;  for  though  it  be 
true,  that  it  did  not  concern  the  kingdom  of  England,  yet  as- 
the  whole  naval  ftrength  of  the  nation  was  employed  therein, 

1  iriftmre  de  U  malice  tnn^oittt  vol.  il.  p.  44^.  Seowvt  HoliflgOied,  Speed, 
Mndj^  TjrrnI,  &c, 
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vtad  »  the  rcputaltott  c^  the  £*gli(h  arms  was  fpread  the^by 
over  all  Europe,  it  would  be  unpardonxUe  to  omit  ic.  The 
]>tikc*s  title,  notwithfiindlng  the  flight  pm  on  it  by  foooe  au- 
thors, was  in  reality  a  very  good  one ;  he  claimed  in  right  ol 
his  fecoiid  wife  Conftantia,  who  was  the  daughter  of  ^eter,  the 
cruel  king  of  CafHle ;  whereas  the  pofTdSbr  of  that  crowil  was 
of  a  baftard  Une.  The  kiAg  of  Portugal  was  likewife  hi  his 
kitcrefty  and  fent  into  England  feveft  gallies  and  eighteen  ihips^ 
to  join  the  duke's  fleets  which  was  a  long  time  in  preparing. 

At  lengthi  about  midfummeK  1386,  he  embsMrked  with 
twetity  tboniaad  meuj  and  the  flower  of  the  Englifli  nobility^ 
himfelf  commanding  the  army,  and  Snr  Thodias  Piercy  the  fleet. 
The  firft  exploit  they  performed  was  the  relieving  Breft^  at  that 
fine  bc&eged  by  the  French,  by  which  the  duke  gained  gi«aC 
reputation  ;  after  this,  embarking  again  with  firefli  provifions^ 
and  fome  recruits j  they  arrived  at  the  part  of  Corutma,  or^  as 
our  Tailors  call  it,  the  Groin,  on  Auguft  9,  and  thdre  (afel^ 
landed  their  forces ".  The  king  of  Portugal  behaved  like  a 
good  ally,  and  many  of  the  Spanifh  nobility  acknowledged  the 
duke  for  their  king ;  yet  the  war^  at  the  beginnings  was  not  at- 
tended with  much  fuccefi,  great  ilcknefs  wafting  the  Euglifli 
army,  and,  through  the  precautions  of  John  king  of  Caftilej 
the  country  was  fo  deflroyed  that  a  famine  enfued,  which  pro^ 
ved  of  (till  worfe  confequence  to  the  duke's  affairs.  By  de* 
grees,  however,  the  foldiers  recovered  their  healthy  and  the 
duke,  who  had  himfelf  endured  a  (harp  fever,  refuoKd  his 
fpirits,  and  continued  the  war  ivith  freih  vigour^  and  with  bet* 
ter  fortune*  John,  king  of  Caftile,  feeing  his  dominions  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  French,  who  had  promifed  hixi?  great  fuccours; 
very  flow  in  performing,  wifely  entered  into  a  negociation^ 
ivhich  quickly  ended  in  a  peace  <'. 

By  this  treaty  King  John  paid  this  duke  about  feveiity  thou- 
fknd  pounds  for  the  ezpences  of  the  vrar,  and  afiigned  htm  and 
his  dachefs  an  annuity  of  ten  thoufand  pounds.    The  eUcft 

m  M«riinehift.  fflfpio.  tome  ii.  lib.  xviii.  cap.  x.  p.  15s*  M.  Faria  7  Soola; 
lib.  W.  cap.  xi,  T.  Walungbam,  p.  311,  3a».  H.  |[n]rj<hton)  p.  %6y6.  Vie. 
R.  R:  irdi  II.  p.  fe,  ju  «  Ferrerai  Yd(k.  deE(pan.  p.  Yiii.  §  14.  £>ela  Ctefc 
hifl.  de  Portugali  tome  i.  p.  3  jtf.  T.  WalfioghaiO,  p.  j4i.  W.  Wfrcdler  la- 
WU.  p.  44i. 
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^^aiightfef  oF  the  duke  married  Henry  prince  of  Affurias,  King 
John's  heirj  and  the  duke's  fecond  daughter  efpoufed  the  king 
tof  Portugal.  After  this  agreement  made>  the  duke,  with  the 
remains  of  his  army,  which  an  eminent  French  writer  fays 
might  amount  to  about  a  fixth  part  of  the  forces  he  carried 
abroad  ®,  returned  into  England  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1389 ;  and  a  little  after,  the  king  was  pleafed  to  honour  his 
uncle  with  the  title  of  Duke  of  Aquitain  p. 

In  1394  an  infurreftion  in  Ireland  obliged  the  king  to  paf5 
over  thither,  being  attended  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  the 
carls  of  March,  Nottingham,  and  Rutland  In  this  expedition 
he  had  better  fortune  than  in  any  othet  patt  of  his  life ;  redu- 
cing rabft  of  the  jpctty  princes  to  fuch  ftraits,  that  they  were 
glad  to  do  him  homage,  and  give  him  hoftages :  but,  at  the  r^« 
queft  of  the  clergy,  he  returned  too  hallily.  In  order  to  profe- 
tute  heresies,  when  he  might  have  fubdued  his  rebels,  and  fet- 
tled that  kingdom-.  This  miftake  in  his  conduft  proved  after- 
wards fatal  to  his  cfown  and  life  *".  The  difputes  he  had  with 
his  nobility  ^t  home^  inclined  the  king  to  put  an  end  to  all  dif- 
ferences abroad  j  and  therefore,  after  a  long  treaty,  it  wa» 
agre^dj  that  King  Richard  fliould  cfpoufc  the  French  princefs 
ifabella,  though  but  a  child  between  fcven  and  eight  years  old. 

On  this  Occafion  he  pafTed  over  to  Calais,  where  he  had  an 
interview  with  the  French  king  *,  and  having  efpoufed  this  young 
jDrinccls  on  Oftober  31,  he  foon  after  brought  her  homC)  and 
icaufed  her  to  b^  crowned,  but  very  little  to  the  people^s  fatis- 
faAioh,  Who  fancied  there  was  fomethitog  omittous  in  the  lofs  q( 
part  of  her  portion^  ih  the  (hort  paflage  between  Calais  and 
Dovefj  in  a  fuJden  ftohn^  Sdme  timt  aftcr>  he  was  drawn 
into  a  much  more  unpopular  a£i,  by  giving  up  the  fortrefs  of 
Chet-burgh  to  the  king  of  Navarre^  and  the  tovm  of  Brcft  to 
the  duke  of  Brittany :  and  the  diflurbances  whieh  followed 
Ihele  mealbres  in  England,  tncburaged  the  Irilh  to  rebel*.  In. 
the  firft  fury  of  thefe  people  they  cut  oflF  Roger  Mortimer,  carl 
of  March,  governor  of  Ireland  for  King  Richard,  and  prefump* 

^  Meeertfy  tome  iii.   ^.  134.  P  T,  WalfinghaiDi  Ypodigma  Ncun^Iaer 

p.  544.     T.  Otterboorne,  p.  17),  179.  <l  Chron.  Hibsrn.  A.  D.  139^. 

'  R  msr^f  fttdera,  tome  rii.  p.  80*.  T.  Walfinghami,  p.  g^.  Vit.  R.  Ricardri  l). 
f.  xa8,  129.     P,  MmyU,  p.  60s.    Dd  Tillct,  p.  joj^,  *  Chion.  Hibero^ 

A.  O.  139s. 
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five  heir  of  the  crown.  The  news  of  this  h  mudi  provolatf 
the  king,  that  be  determined  to  pais  oirer  into  that  ifland,  in 
order  to  chaftife  the  authors  of  ib  black  a  fa£t.  With  this  riew 
he  drew  together  a  cooilderable  army,  and  a  Sect  of  two  hun- 
dred fail,  with  which  he  fafeljr  arrived  at  Waierfordi  ia  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1 399  ^» 

The  king  had  ibme  fuccefs  In  this,  as  he  had  in  his  former 
expedition,  it  being  the  conftant  foibk  of  the  Ipifli  to  be  won- 
derfully ftruck  with  the  prefence  of  a  prince,  and  the  pomp  of 
a  court.  But  his  fuccefs  was  qiitcklj  interrupted  by  the  mor- 
tifying news  of  his  coufin  Henry  of  Laneafter's  being  landed 
in  England,  and  in  c^n  rebellion*  This  young  nobleman,  ftyled 
in  his  father's  lifetinie  firft  earl  of  Derby,  and  then  duke  of 
Hereford,  had  ever  been  of  a  martial  difpofition,  and  had  at- 
tained to  great  military  fkill  by  ferving  in  Pruffia  under  the 
Teutonic  knights*  He  had  been  very  indifferently  treated  by 
jKing  Richard,  yet  had  no  thoughts  of  pretending  to  the  crown, 
when  he  firft  returned  home  :  but  finding  the  people  univerfal- 
]y  difaffiefted,  the  king  in  Ireland,  and  himfeUt  furrounded  by 
%  number  of  briXk  and  afbtre  yoong  noblemen^  he  grew  bol<i- 
er  in  his  deCgns,.  though  he  ftill  a£led  with  much' caution. 
The  king,  on  the  firft  advice  of  this  rebellion,  returned  mco 
England,  where  he  no  fboner  arrived^  than  all  his  fpirits  fail- 
ed him,  infomucb,  that  the  firft  requeft  he  made  to  the  earl  of 
Northumberland  was,  that  he  might  have  leave  to  refign  his 
kingdom  ^.  The  precedent  of  his  gwkdfather  Edward  II.  was 
too  recent  to  leave  the  rebels  any  fcruple  of  making  ufc  of  the 
king's  pufillanimous  temper ;  they  therefore  brought  him  up 
prifoner  to  London,  where  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower  ; 
and  (hortly  after,  by  authority  of  parliament,  depofed,  when 
he  had  reigned  twenty-4:wo  ycars^  and  was  in  the  thkty-^third 
jrear  of  his  age  '*. 

After  this  his  life  was  of  no  long  continuance  ;  for,  being 
carried  from  place  to  place,  he  at  length  ended  his  days  at  Pom- 

t  T.  Wtlfingham,  p.  356.  T.  Otterbottroe,  p,  197.  Cbron.  Hibcro.  A.  1>. 
1599.  **  ^«'  R«  ^icirdl  II.  p   151—155.     T.  Walfin^un,  p.  358,  359. 

T.  Otterbourne,  p.  xoz — ao6.  Chron.  Godftovian^  p.  is6.  Fabian,  p.  345. 
w  Acuftcd  copies  of  all  tbefe  prccreitiiigt,  from  the  oiiginal  records  in  the  Twer, 
t^c  reader  will  meet  whb  ia  H,  KBygbtMy  col.  %74i'^2j!$zt 
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firet-caftle,  ia  the  year  1401 ;  bat  hoW|  or  with  what  drcum* 
ftancesy  k  not  clearly  known  to  pofteiity.  Some  %,  that  hear- 
ixig  of  tbe  misfortunes  which  attended  his  fri^idsj  who  cndea* 
voored  to  reftore  faifB>  and  had  miierably  loft  their  lives  in  the 
attempt,  he  refufed  ruAenanoe,  and  ftarved  himfclf ;  other«y 
with  greater  probability,  affirm^  that  with  h«2>ger  and  ctAd^ 
and  other  unheard-of  torments,  his  cruel  enesiies  removed  him 
o«t  of  their  way  * ;  aad  to  this  opinion  Camdaa  loclbed,  whos^ 
in  fpeaksng  of  Po(nfret«€aftlr^  fays.  It  is  a  |4ace  prindpum  c^^ 
ij  fanzine  itifams^. 

The  hiftory  of  our  commerce  within  this  period  of  t!me 
would  be  e4)uaUy  curious  and  uieful,  if  carefully  and  impartial- 
ly colle£led  from  our  records  and  hiilories*    What  I  have  to 
offer  on  this  head,  is  ooly  the  fruit  of  my  own  refledUons  upon 
fome  remarkable  paflages,  that,  in  tbe  compoiition  of  this  hi£> 
tory,  appeared  of  too  great  importance,  in  reference  to  the 
fabje£ls  under  my  confideratioo,  to  be  pailed  by  without  no* 
ticc,  amongft  a  long  train  of  common  events.     Such  obferva* 
tions,  I  conceive,  may  be  of  more  ufe,  becaufe,  generally  fpeak« 
ing,  our  writers  upon  political  arithmetic,  have  very  rarely  car« 
ried  their  refearcbes  ib  high  as  thefe  times,  from  a  notion^  very 
probably,  that  there  was  not  much  in  them  to  their  purpofe^c 
in  which,  however,  i  muft  confefs  myfelf  of  a  very  different 
fen timent,, being  fully  fatisfied,  that  many  points  of  the  great- 
eft  confequence  might  be  very  much  enlightened,  if  due  atten* 
tion  were  paid  to  fuch  occurrences,  in  thefe  times,  a$  any  way 
regard  our  foreign  and  domeftic  trade,  the  Scarcity  and  plenty 
of  coin,  and  the  diffirrent  ftate  of  the  finanoes  of  our  feveral 
monarchs  -,  for  all  which,  though  there  may  not  be  fufficient 
materials  to  compofe  a  complete  hiflory,  yet  there  are  more 
than  enough  to  convince  us,  that  the  vulgar  opinion  of  the  po- 
verty of  our  anceftors,  in  paft  times,  is  very  far  from  being 
founded  in  truth,  but  is  rather  tbe  confequence  of  an  ill-ground- 
ed complaifance  for  our  own  age. 

We  have  before  obferved,  that  Henry  I.  left  behind  him  a 
very  large  fum  of  money  at  his  deceafe ;  his  grandfon  Henry  II. 

*  T.  Walfingham,  p.  363.     Tit,  R.   Ricardi  11.  p.  169,     T.  0;ferbo«rne,  p. 
»a2,  129.  7  Dcfcript.  Brit.  p.  S3, 
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reigned  about  the  fame  fpace  of  tinae,  that  is*  four  months 
ffaort  of  thirty-five  years,  as  his  grandfather  reigned  four 
months  more  than  that  number  of  years.  Their  tempers  wero 
much  alike  with  refped;  to  economy;  that  is  to  fay,  both  of  them 
weft  inclined  to  colle£t  and  leave  behind  them  as  much  wealtti 
as  they  could  s  the  former  for  the  fake  of  efliablifhing  his  farni-^ 
}y ;  the  latter  that  he  might  make  a  proviiion  for  the  expedi^ 
tion  into  the  Holy  Land,  which  he  certainly  had  very  much  at 
heart.  But  H^nry  11.  at  his  demife,  left  in  gold  and  fllver,  cx-^ 
clufive  of  jewels  and  other  curiofities,  the  fum  pf  nine  hun« 
dred  thoufand  pounds ;  which  would  be  a  thing  altogether  incre- 
dible, if  we  had  not  as  good  authority  for  this  as  for  any  hifto- 
rical  fadl  whatever  '.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  fome  writers  have 
reprefented  him  as  an  avaricious,  and  even  rapacious  prince  \ 
but  the  fa£ls  which  they  affign  to  prove  this,  are  fuch  as  will 
fbarce  fatisfy  an  impartial  reader.  He  levied,  from  time  to 
time,  confidcrable  fums  upon  the  Jews,  who  were  the  monied 
people  of  thofe  days :  he  had  confidcrable  aids  from  his  nobi- 
lity ;  and  he  kept  bifhoprics,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  benefices  in 
his  hands  for  feveral  years  together.  His  predeceflbrs,  how- 
ever,  had  done  as  much  without  acquiring  any  fuch  tr^afure  3 
^nd  therefore  we  may  conclude  fronx  this  fa£t,  that  the  nation 
Ivas  become  much  richer. 

It  is  faid,  and  very  truly  faid,  that  coin  or  ready  money  is; 
the  p.uLSE  of  aflate.  If  it  beats  high  and  even,  there  is  no 
rcafon  to  queflion  the  health  of  the  body  politic :  but  if  it 
grows  low,  and  intermits,  even  wife  men  may  be  allowed  to 
doubt  as  to  the  public  fafety.  We  may  therefore  fafely  colleft, 
that  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  was  very  much  increafed  during 
the  courfe  of  this  reign,  though  we  had  no  other  argument  to 
prove  it ;  (ince  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  and  without  having 
Tccourfc  to  any  extraordinary  methods,  this  monarch  was  able 
to  leave,  after  bcftowing  very  confidcrable  fums  in  ready  mo- 
ney for  the  holy  war,  a  trcafure  nine  times  as  great  as  that  oi 

2  The  word!  of  Matthew  P»ris,  my  aaihoc,  are  ^hefe :  **  fnveott  fact  ptu* 
*'  rt  qu4m  nongenta  miiju  Ubratuip  in  auro  &  argento,  piaster  utenftlia,  Sc  jo- 
*'  caYhl  U  lapjdcs  pretiofos."  The  will  of  this  great  monarch  is  pttitm^  lo  the 
^ibfer  Niger  Scaccarit,  publiihed  by  Hearpe  j  but  In  this  ytt  find  no&c  bac  charitable 
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Ivis  grandfather^  thongh  he  was  looked  upon  as  jthe  ricbeft 
prince  of  his  time. 

The  beginning  of  King  Richard's  reign  was  very  fatal  to  the 
eftates  and  revenues  of  the  crown,  as  the  latter  end  of  it  was 
exceilively  burdenfome  upon  his  people  2  yet  thofe,  who,  from 
the  difficulty  of  paying  his  ranfom,  would  infer,  that  this  king- 
dom  was  grown  wretchedly  poor,  and  that  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  was  nothing  then  to  what  it  is  now ;  are  far  from  being 
fo  much  in  the  right  as  they  may  imagine,  as  will  appear  from 
hence ;  that  Hubert,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  when  he  de- 
fired  the  king's  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  adminiftration^ 
gave  this  as  his  reafon,  viz.  that  there  had  been  levied  upon 
the  fubje£is,  in  the  year  1 195  and  1 196,  the  fum  of  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  thoufand  marks  ^ ;  which  I  have  the  autho- 
rity of  an  ingenious  and  judicious  writer  to  bear  me  out  in  af- 
firming, was  equal  to  eleVen  millions  in  our  times  ^.  So  that 
it  was  not  the  poverty  of  the  kingdom  which  made  the  impo- 
fitions  of  thofe  days  feem  infupporrably  hard ;  but  the  impo(i* 
tions  themfelves  were  fo  exccfllve,  and  fo  often  repeated,  that 
at  laft  they  really  made  the  nation  poor. 

Another  thing  to  be  obfervcd,  in  regard  to  this  reign,  is  the 
taic,  or  rather  fubfidy  given  in  wool,  which  is  the  firft  time  any 
thing  of  that  nature  occurs  in  hiilory ;  though,  without  all  doubty 
wool  was  long  before  one  of  the  principal  ftaple  commodities  of 
this  country.     If  we  look  into  this  affair  carefully,  we  Ihall 

>  Roger  Hortd^if  p.  767,  96S,  aflures  us,  the  fcoipe  of  thae  prelate's  letter  to 
fhe  king,  was  to  fliew  how  much  the  wealth  of  England  was  exhaufted,  and 
as  a  proof,  added,  **  Qpod  infra  bienoinm  proximo  praeteritum,  ad^uificxAt  ad 
«*  opus  ilKtts  nndecicscentenamiliia  mat carum  argentide  regno  Anglic'*  Robert 
de  Bninre,  in  hit  chroniele  ioforms  us,  that  though  the  funis  leried  were  large* 
yet  the  king* s  vifible  nece0ity,  and  the  bad  behaviour  of  King  Philip  of  France, 
made  the  nobility  contribute  chearfuUy  to  their  inaftec*s  affiftaocr,  as  wcU  in  their 
perfoni,  as  out  of  their  purfes. 

h  The  author  referred  to  In  the  text  is  Dr.  Daveaant  {  who  in  hts  difconrie  on 
grants  and  refumptiom,  p.  xia<  not  onjj  fa^s  what  I  have  mentioned,  but  far- 
ther, that  what  was  given  to  King  Richard  was  more  than  was  really  levied  on 
the  people  in  any  two  years  of  King  W311iam*s  war.  If  fo,  why  might  not  the 
^hole  neccflary  fopplies  have  'been  raifed,  which  could  not  (the  difference  of 
fines  confidercd)  have  been  in  any  degree  fo  opprefiive  as  what  our  anceftors  en<* 
dured,  ratb^  than  a  debt  created,  which  has  proved  ever  fmcc  an  accumniatiog 
^rden  } 

fia4 
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find  fomcthing  Teiy  different  in  k  from  what  is  commonlf  un* 
I  dcrftood :  for  it^was  not  a  tax  impofed  upon  wool  for  leave  to 

i  expoct  it,  a  thing  frequent  in  Aicceedlag  times,  and  vrbich,  for 

I  anything  we  know,  might  not  have  been  altogether  new  even 

I  then  ^  it  was  not  a  grant  to  the  crown  of  a  certain  quantity  of 

I  wool^  which  was  the  land-tax  of  thoiie  times,  and  very  com- 

nonly  granted  to  his  focceflbrs ;  but  it  was  a  loan  tak^  from 
the  Ciflercian  monks,  who  then  exported  the  wool  of  this  ifland 
to  Flanders,  and  other  countries,  the  produce  of  which,  for 
that  year,  was  received  to  the  king^s  ufe,  in.  order  to  compleat 
his  ranibm,  and  was  to  be  repaid :  and  perhaps  the  difierenc 
tccounts  we  have  of  the  fum  to  which  that  amounted,  might 
be  owing,  in  ibme  meafure,  to  this  maimer  of  raiHog  it.  Bat 
however  thefe  things  may  ftand,  there  is  nothing  clearer  than 
that  the  vafl:  iums  railed  in  this  reign,  muft  have  been  brought 
into  this  ifland  by  foreign  trade,  that  is,  by  the  produce  of  our 
commodities  and  manufadures.  The  latter,  without  quedion^ 
were  very  inconfidecable,  in  comparifon  of  what  they  have  fince 
been,  and  yet  not  altogether  fo  inconfiderable  as  is  commonly 
thought :  but  as  for  our  ftaple  commodities  we  certainly  had 
thera  then  as  well  as  now  ;  and  I  believe  there  is  fome  reafon 
to  think  that  they  were  not  only  exported  in  very  large  quanii* 
ties,  but  were  alfo  vended  in  foreign  markets,  at  very  high  pri. 
ces}  that  is,  the  proportion  of  things  in  thofe  times,  and  in 
thefe,  being  duly  weighed  and  conGdered  ^. 

In  the  reign  of  King  John,  if  we  may  believe  moft  of  our 
hiftorians,  there  was  nothing  but  opprefTion  and  taxes ;  and 
immenfe  fums  of  money,  from  time  to  time,  levied  upon  the 
nation  •,  which  however  is  a  proof  there  was  money  in  the  na- 
tion; as  the  great  number  of  feamen  he  had  conflantly  in  em- 
ployment (hews  there  muft  have  been  trade.  The  Ciftercian 
monks  were  ftill  the  exporters  of  wool ;  and  that  this  was  no 
inconfiderable  thing,  may  appear  from  hence  i  that  they  charge 

«  Two  t)iin<»«  prtncipslly  ^ntribored,  in  thofe  days,  to  torn  rhe  TcaW  of 
tiadc  in  our  favour  :  FifO,  we  were  not  given  to  rvlined  luxury  :  if  we  iodul« 
^  in  any  extraordinary  degree,  U  was  in  our  native  and  uopgrchafed  bk/CnM, 
-which  made  our  wanti  theJeri.  And,  /ec^mdJy,  commerce  not  being  fo  exccn- 
iive,  fome  of  our  (l^pic  coinmodjtje«  were  highly  valued,  tad  fioQ  theoec  broocbt 
to  :hc  more  money* 

the 
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tbe  king  with  tatdng  fSrotn  tlicm  by  Tioknce,  in  the  (pace  of  a 
lew  jears,  fizty-fix  thoufand  pounds.  It  may  be,  be  only  took 
by  violence  what  they  bad  got  before  by  fraud :  for  why  fuch 
vaft  fums  were  to  reft  in  the  hands  of  religious  men,  when  the 
public  treafory  was  empty,  ic  will  be  hard  to  render  a  juft  rea^ 
iba.  The  fame  king  is  faid  to  have  imprifoned  aa  archdeacon 
^  Huntingdon,  till  he  extorted  from  him  twenty-two  thoufaml 
marks  :  this  mi^t  be  injuftlce  in  the  king  ;  but  puUic  affain 
could  not  be  well  regulated,  when  a  clergyman  of  bis  rank 
was  able  to  pay  fo  much**.  If  King  John  had  not  bore  fi> 
bard  upon  the  priefts  and  monks,  they  would  have  furnifhed, 
or  at  leaft  they  woukl  have  allowed  him  a  better  chara£ker  in 
their  chronicles :  if  he  had  been  more  indulgent  to  his  nobility, 
they  might  poffihly  have  been  more  loyal  ^  bat  if  be  bad  not 
ihewn  hisiielf  a  lover  of  trade,  and  a  kind  roaf^er  tothr  eonv- 
mens,  he  would  not  have  bad  the  feaown,  the  fea-port$,  and 
the  trading  towns  at  his  devotion,  London  only  excepted :  and, 
amongft  other  provocations  given  to  her,  it  was  no  fmall  one, 
that  dus  monarch  favoured  the  out- ports ;  Co  that  the  trade  of 
Bofton,  in  Lincolnfhire,  approached  in  fome  degree  to  that 
of  London  ^  as  appears  from  the  cuftoms  in  both  during  this 
reign. 

it  has  been  hinted,  that  our  manufactures  were  not  quite  fb 
low  at  this  time  as  they  are  generally  reprefented  :  and  it  looks 
like  a  proof  of  this,  that  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  Henry  IIL 
there  pafied  a  law  for  regulating  fome  branches  of  the  weaving 
bfifinefe  ;  and  it  appears  from  thb  very  law,  that  the  branches 
regulated  thereby  were  different  kinds  of  broad  cloth.  This 
does  not  indeed  fhew  when  we  began  to  make  cloth ;  for,  with* 
out  doubt,  this  could  not  be  then  a  new  manufacture  ^  but  it 
plainly  (hews,  that  we  had  it  In  a  good  degree  of  perfection^ 

4  Matth.  Paris,  Ralph  CdggeOiale,  and  John  ETCtfdeo,  tre  (he  chief  aothori 
•f  what  if  reported  of  King  John^  cxcefCve  taxations  :  and  the  firfl  of  thefc 
Ipeaks  of  bim  in  a  manner  To  ftili  of  indecency,  that  one  naturally  Mpe&$  |6 
•»Sry  a  writer  of  fotnetlmes  making  free  with  truth.  An  unmarried  clergy, 
immenfely  rich,  was  equally  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  ibund  policy,  and  of 
the  gofpd  :  tbc  king,  therefore,  might  well  take  ^mewhat  from  their  immenre 
rcirenues  for  the  public  fervice,  wichom  defcrving  to  be  thought  ekhcr  tyrant  or 
in6dc] ;  thongh  thct'c  charitable  authors  have  pawned  their  credit  wi:h  pofteriry, 
«lut  be  was  bocli. 

above 
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above  a  hundred  years  before  moft  of  our  hiftories  fpeak  of  ill 
]ntrodu£tion  into  England  ^.  In  this  king's  reign  arofethe  firff 
complaints  about  clipping  of  money,  i;vhich  not  only  produced 
a  ftandardf,  but  alfo  a  new  regulation  )  which  though  it  proted 
a  remedy  for  the  evil,  was  accounted  almoft  as  great  an  evil  as 
that  which  it  was  intended  to  cure.  In  fhort,  the  taking  mo* 
ney  by  tale,  as  is  the  cuftom  now,  and  which  firft  began  t^ 
grow  into  a  cuftom  then,  was  prohibitedi  and  people  were  di^ 
reded  to  pay  and  receive  by  weighty  in  the  manner  that  has 
been  before  defcribed. 

There  are  few  princes  thlt  have  fat  upoti  this  throne,  whofe 
behaviour  we  find  reprefented  in  a  worfe  light  to  pofterity  than 
that  of  this  monarch  :  for  he  had  the  misfortune,  like  his  fa- 
ther, to  be  upon  bad  terms  with  the  barons  and  the  clergy ; 
«rho  not  contented  with  keeping  him  a  beggar  all  his  life,  have 
Cranfmitted  his  memory  to  fucceeding  times,  with  as  heavy  t 
load  of  infamy  upon  it  as  was  in  their  power.  It  Is  indeed  out 
of  doubt  that  King  Henry  did  levy  large  fums  Upon  his  people^ 
which  Matthew  Paris,  who  lived  in  his  time,  and  wrote  thtt 
hiftoiT  of  ^*is  reign,  has  very  dexteroufly  magnified,  by  reckon* 

«  Some  ciroimftanoes  relative  tothU  oiaDBfadtare,  afd  mentioned  ia  th^  t«igi 
af  Henry  Hi  aor  does  it  ihen  appear  to  be  a  new  thing,  but  irather  the  comnry. 
It  was  in  this  rdgo,  if  not  fooner,  introduced  into  Scotland,  which  pat  the 
government  on  contriving  methods  to  prevent  wool  being  carried  thither  from 
any  of  the  northern  counties,  bot  with  very  little  Alcced. 

r  There  is  fome  diver fiiy  la  our  old  hiAoriaas,  and  much  iflofe  amoogft  ont 
modern  criiics,  about  this  matter  j  we  will  give  the  truth  as  near,  and  in  as  ieir 
words  as  we  can.  Ring  John  is  by  Tome  reckoned  the  author  of  our  ftandard  t 
but  this  muft  be  with  regard  to  finenefs  efpecially ;  the  fteriing,  or  efterling. 
which  was  the  name  of  a  penny  nade  of  good  filver,  being  introduced  In  hii 
rel{;n.  As  to  weight,  Thomas  Rndborn  tells  us,  William  the  Conqueror  or* 
daincd,  A.  D.  X083,  that  a  penny  fhould  weigh  thirty-two  grains  of  wheat  out  of 
the  ratdft  of  the  ear  $  and  the  ftatutc  53d  H.  Itl.  fays  ihe  very  fame  thing;  but 
however  there  was  a  diftinAion,  though  not  a  difTercnce.  It  was  found  by  ex- 
perience, that  grains  of  wheat  differed  in  weight  $  that  thofe  kept  for  the  kiog*s 
balance  were  afTeAed  by  the  weather,  and  that  no  certainty  could  arife  while 
this  method  was  continued.  It  wu  agreed,  therefore,  that  twenty-four  pieces  ef 
bra's,  equal  in  weight  to  the  thirty  two  grains  of  wheat,  (bould  be  fub(litated| 
as  an  eafy  number  to  divide}  and  thenceforward  the penopwcigbt  was  faid  10 
conrtfin  tweniy.fonr  gralM. 


ing 


THIS  pBiiiiob  op   NAVAL  HISTORY.       xS; 

Sng  the  fame  tax  fometimes  over  and  over  again  '•  Upon  the 
Mrhole,  he  tells  us,  in  the  fpace  of  forty-one  years  (he  reigned 
in  all  fifty- fix)  he  had  beeii  the  fpoiler  of  the  kingdom  ;  that 
be  had  not  takien  lels  than  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
marks:  yet  the  reader  has  feen,  that  King  Richard  levied  confi- 
derably  more  than  this  fum  in  two  years.  He  might  very  well 
want  extraordinary  fupplies,  if  what  the  fame  monk,  in  ano- 
ther places  inadvertently  tells  us  was  true ;  that  the  whole  or« 
dinary  retenue  of  the  crown  fell  couGdsrably  Ihort  of  fixteen 
thoufand  pounds  a-year; 

If  We  fhouid  conclude  frooi  thefe  clamours,  from  the  mean- 
nefs  of  the  king's  circumftances,  and  from  the  diftrefles  to  which 
King  Henry  was  driven,  that  the  nation  was  quite  exhaufted, 
and  that  the  nobility  and  clergy^  who  always  complained,  and 
often  rebelled^  were  plundered  and  pillaged  till  they  had  nothing 
left  to  fubfift  them,  we  fhouid  be  extremely  miflaken.  The  king's 
brother,  Richard  earl  of  Cornwall,  laid  up  out  of  his  eftate  near 
250,000  pounds,  with  a  part  of  which  he  purchafed  the  diadem 
of  Germany.  We  are  alfo  told>  that  the  Lord  Warine,  who 
IS  faid  to  be  the  wifefl^  and  yet  not  affirmed  to  be  the  richeO: 
baron  in  England,  difpofed,  by  will,  of  200,000  marks,  which 
he  had  by  him  in  money  > ;  fo  that  private  men  (if  the  nobility 
in  thofe  times  might  be  fo  called)  were  really  very  rich,  though 
their  king  was  often  in  a  flate  of  downright  want.  In  ihort,  pro- 

!l  When  in  hiftorian  writes  with  ft  ▼iftble  leaning  to  one  fide,  the  reader,  fo  let 
thiB|f  ilrjighr,  moft  lean  a  little  to  the  other.  King  Henry  might  ha?e|  and  Co  b« 
fure  had  gteat  faulta  {  hot  there  waa  the  lefs  need  to  ciaggerate  them.  Matthew 
Paria  fvrmAct  matter  for  b^  own  refntation  t  he  acknowledges  the  nobility  wero 
always  rebelliooi,  and  yet  blames  the  king  for  loving  flrangers  j  he  caclaims  agaioft 
his  avarlce«  ftnd  owns  he  gave  away  all  he  could  obtain. 

^  It  is  in  a  manner  by  accident  that  Matthew  Paris  lets  ns  into  this  important 
point :  foi,  invdghing  againft  the  papal  oppreflion,  he  fays,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
alien  clergy  in  England  amounted  to  no  left  than  70,000  marks  fer  am.  when 
the  king's  or  dinaiy  iocome  came  to  fcarce  a  third  part  of  that  fum^  whch,  con- 
fidering  the  largcneis  of  the  king's  family,  was^  even  in  thofe  dsyt,  a  very  pitiful 
ihing. 

t  Matt.  Paris,  p.  908.  n.  lo.  I  cite  the  place  fo  particularly,  becanfe  Sir  WiU 
liam  Dugdale,  in  his  Baronage,  vol.  i.  p.  561.  after  making  very  honourable  men* 
cioo  of  this  Warine  de  Muntchenfi,  and  fpeaking  paricularly  of  bis  great  tichcs, 
{zi$  down  what  he  difpofed  of  by  his  will  at  no  more  than  aooo  marks,  which  is 
vitibly  a  miftake,  as  he  quotes  the  very  fame  author  that  I  d>,  ai^d  the  very  fame 
edition. 

Vol.  I.  A  a  P^^J 
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perty  was  in  thofe  days  ftrangcly  divided  j  and  though,  by  the 
balance  of  trade,  vaft  fums  were  brought  into  the  nation,  yet 
a  very  great  part  of  thcfc  came  into  the  cofFers  of  the  monb 
and  of  the  Jews ;  and  as  for  the  remaining  produce  of  domefUc 
induftryi  it  was  almoft  wholly  fwallowed  up  by  the  barons  and 
the  pricfts. 

lit  the  glorious  reign  of  Edward  I.  ^e  find  many  things  worth 
obferving ;  and  firfl  as  to  the  coin  ;  for  though  the  finenefs 
thereof  had  been  cftabliflicd  in  the  reign  of  his  grand&thcr,  and 
various  regulations  made  in  his  father's  long  adminiftration,  yet 
in  his  time  it  was  that  the  matter  was  entirely  fettled,  and  put 
into  fuch  a  condition,  as  that  in  fucceeding  reigns  the  manner 
only  has  been  fufceptible  of  change.  This  was  done  in  the  fe- 
venthyear  of  his  reign,  when  he  fix^d  the  weight  of  his  round 
filvef  penny  at  the  twentieth  part  of  an  ounce  Troy,  whence  our 
denomination  of  a  penny- weight :  as  to  the  finenefs,  it  remained 
the  fame  as  before ;  that  is,  there  were  eleven  ounces  two  pen- 
ny-weights of  fine  filver,  and  eighteen^  penny-weights  alloy*^  in 
a  pound  of  Hlver,  which  was  coined  into  240  pence.  However, 
in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  bis  reign,  he  reduced  his  penny 
fomewhat ;  and  this  was  the  firft  variation  of  its  kind  from  the 
Saxon  times.  It  was  the  weight  and  purity  of  his  coin  that 
tempted  the  Jews  over  hither,  in  greater  numbers  than  ever,  to 
cjrercife  their  laudable  trades  of  ufury  and  clipping  5  for  which 
laft  ofience  he  hanged  two  hundred  and  eighty  of  them  at  once ; 
and  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  moderate  the  rigour  of  their 
extortionsi  he  at  length  baniHied  them  out  of  his  dominions,  to 
the  numbef  of  1 5,000,  to  prevent  their  preying  upon  the  in- 
duftry  of  his  fubjeQs,  having  exhorted  them  more  than  once  by 
proclamation  to  apply  themfelves  to  honcft  labour,  or  to  the 
cxercifc  of  lawful  trades,  and  to  forbear  fleaing  his  people.  In 
,  1 299  the  king  fettled  as  a  dowr)',  upon  Margaret  daughter  to  the 

k  It  it  now  hud\y  to  be  eipe£^ed,  that  atiy  C^eir  tccoont  fho»1d  be  gained  of 
the  motives  00  which  this  cbmge  Vis  made  :  but,  by  ihc  fmaUrefs  of  it,  there 
it  good  rcafbnto  coneludtf,  ihit  it  was  rathsr  for  the  fervicd  of  rhe  ((ate,  than  to 
ferve  a  earn.  But  It  is  time  to  ^w  what  this  change  was.  The  pound  of  fiWer* 
hirherto  accounted  ecoa!  to  twenty  Hiillinf;!,  was  new  raiCrd  to  twenty  and  three 
f>cnce ;  the  (hilling,  (or  rather  twelvepencc)  weighed  264,  iniliad  of  tSS  graias  1 
and,  in  ihcrr,  fiUer  >^ai  by  this  means  raifed  from  twen'y  pence  to  t>*cnty  pence 
iMibing  an  ounce. 

kins[ 
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king  of  France,  1^^000  liwrcs  per  annuniy  which  amounted  to 
4500  pounds  fterling :  fo  that  four  French  livres  were  thea 
worth  au£ngli(h  pound  <  -,  which  is  a  point  of  great  confcqi^ence 
towards  underftanding  the  tranfa£lions  of'  thofe  timeSf 

In  this  king's  reign  there  were  certain  iilyer  mines  wrought 
in  Devonfliire,  to  coniiderable  profit ;  in  the  twenty- fecond  year 
of  his  reign  they  produced,  from  the  twelfth  of  Auguft  to  the 
laft  of  Odober,  370  pounds  weight  of  filver  ;  the  ne^t  year  5  2  p 
pounds  and  a  half;  in  the  twenty^fourth  year  704  pounds :  they 
yielded  afterwards  more,  but  how  much  more  is  not  faid ;  nor 
have  we  any  account  when  they  ijere  worn  out  *•».  V{c  may 
form  fome  judgment  of  the  courfe  of  trade  in  his  time  from 
hence,  that,  having  occafion  to  borrow  a .  large  fum  of  money 
for  carrying  on  his  wars  againft  the  Welch,  he  took  up  8oot> 
marks  from  the  city  of  London,  and  1000  from  the  port  of 
Yarmouth.  In  reference  to  the  wealth  of  private  men,  there  is 
a  particular  hd  recorded  that  gives  us  fome  light.  The  judges 
were  found  to  have  been  guilty  of  corruption,  and  were  fined 
amongft  them  100,000  marks,  of  which  Sir  Edward  Stratton 
paid  34,000  '^.  There  was  in  his  reign  a  great  clamour  againft 
foreign  merchants,  who  now  began  to  keep  houfcs  and  ware«- 
houfes  of  their  own  in  the  city  of  London,  whereas  before  they 
lodged  in  fome  citizen's  houfe  who  was  their  broker :  and  to 
this  the  citizens  would  very  willingly  have  reduced  things  again, 
but  the  king  and  his  council  held,  that  it  was  for  the  public  be* 
nefit  they  fhould  remain  as  they  were ;  and  with  this  they  were 
forced  to  be  fatisfied. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  we  meet  with  very  little  to  our 
purpofe,  unlets  it  (hould  be  thought  fo,  that,  upon  the  depo- 
ling  of  this  unhappy  monarch,  the  allowance  fettled  for  his 
maintenance  in  prifon  was  100  marks  a-month,  or  800  pounds 
a*year :  yet  this  monarch  had  given  to  the  Lady  Theophania,  a 
French  woman,  who  was  nurfe  to  Ijis  Queen  Jfabellaj  up  cftate 

I  This  com}/arari?e  valu^  of  coin  it  a  fubjeA  hitherto  hvi\j  coofidercd,  aAd  ^tx 
tncieot  hiftoriec  are  unimelligibie,  without  a  due  regard  being' h>d  to  it, 

■  Thefe  mines  were  rpencd  again  in  Queen  Elicabeth's  time,  and  been  &l«u 
wrought  fince,  but  have  not  anfwered  the  coil  of  workingt 

•  Malt.  WeAmon.  p,  414.  n.  10.  Knyghtoo,  col.  ^^66,  Thomai  WayLuJ, 
»ha  was  the  moA  guilty,  loft  his  whole  cftate. 

A  a  a  cf 
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of  500  pounds  a-year  ^    T^e  taxes  in  his  reign  were  very  in- 
confiderable. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  anno  Dcmini  1 231$  the  king 
granted  2^  protedtioii  to  one  John  Kent,  a  cloth- weayer,  who 
came  over  from  Flanders,  and  at  the  fame  time  invited  over 
fuUors  s^nd  dyers';  from  whence  i%  hu  been  fuppoied,  that 
clothing  was  then  introduced  into  this  kingdom,  which  is  di- 
re£Uy  contrary  to  truth,  that  trade  having  heen  here  long  be- 
fore, indeed  fo  long  before,  that  there  is  no  record  extant  to 
{hew  ^hen  it  w^s  Introduced.  As  King  Edward  was  a  very 
martial  prince  iq  his  temper,  and  hi^  reign  almoft  a  continued 
ferie^  of  wars,  there  were  fucceflive  impoficions  levi^sd  iipon  his 
fubje£ts,  and  thefe  amounting  to  fuch  vaft  fums  as  very  clearly 
prove,  that,  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  England  was  la^ 
richer  than  in  thq  times  of  any  of  his  predeceflbrs. 

Some  s^ttempta  have  been  made  to  fettle,  by  the  help  of  the 
taxes  in  this  reign,  the  manner  in  which  they  were  levied,  and 
the  produce  of  them,  the  value  of  our  wool :  and,  without 
doubt,  fomething  very  near  the  truth  may  be  difcovered,  if  we 
proceed  cautioufly.  In  the  year  1338^  the  laity  ^.  grante4  hin^ 
one  half  of  their  wool,  and  jthe  clergy  nine  marks  a-fack  upoa 
their  heft  wool.  We  know  not  what  number  of  fack$  the  king 
received  ;  but  it  is  iaid,  that  he  fent  oyer  10,000  facks  into  Bra- 
bant, which  produced  him  i^oo,OQo  pounds,  that  is,  at  the  rate 
of  forty  pounds a>fack  one  with  another;  and,  from  this,  ibme 
writers  chink  themfelyes  warranted  to  compute  the  produce  of 
our  wool  in  foreign  markets  at  leaft  at  forty  pounds  a-fack ;  an4 
by  the  help  of  this  calculation  they  eftimate  our  annual  expor* 
mions  at  a  very  large  fum.  We  will  (hew  firft  what  this  is,  an4 
then  confider  whether  it  be  right,  or  whether  the  price  fhould 
not  be  reduced. 

^  My  author^  for  the  firft  of  tbefc  h{U,  is  Thomai  Wilfiagham,  atd,  (or  the 
latter,  Mr.  Rymer,  both  un^ueftionable  in  fach  poiotf.  , 

^  Rymer*!  fftdera,  torn.  iv.  p.  496.  There  it  very  little  room  to  doobr,  that 
the  true  re^fonB  of  thefe  encouragements  v^ere,  firft  of  all,  ioftruf^iog  ovr  own 
perple  to  the  otmoft  perfed^ion  in  thii  capital  art,  and  next  drawing  over  the 
workmen  hf  re,  that,  ac  we  rofe  in  that  matiufaAutey  our  neighboura  might  alio 
gradually  decline, 

<i  The  cripputaiiArs  mcn*loD(c  in  ihr  text  are  to  be  fcuod  in  the  hiftorical  tc* 
caunt  of  taatj,  p.  106. 

When 
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When  it  is  faid,  that  we  know  not  what  quantity  of  wool  the 
.  king  received  by  that  grant,  it  is  to  be  nnderilood,  that  we  know 
it  not  from  the  hxftorians  who  mention  this  grant;  but  it  appears 
from  the  recordS}  that  it  amounted  to  20^000  facks^  Thofe 
who  made. the  computation,  of  which  we  hare  been  fpeaktng, 
fompote  the  eipportation  of  wool  that  year  at  40,000  fades, 
which  amounts  to  1,600,000  pounds ;  and  the  aid  to  the.  king 
ipomes  to  half  that  mpqey,  which  they  &y  is  amazing  and  pro<- 
digious ;  and  indeed  well  they  might.  But,  when  a  grant  was 
afterwards  made  tq  the  king  of  30,000  facks  of  wool,  we  find 
it  eftimated  far  lower,  viz.  at  fix  pounds  a-fack  the  very  beft, 
the  fecond  fort  at  five,  and  the  word  at  four  pounds  a-fack^ 
which,  however,  was  exclufiy^  of  the  king's  duty  or  cuftom. 
This  computation  was  certainly  very  fair ;  and  this  grant  to  the 
king  was  in  the  nature  of  a  land-tax,  which  is  the  reafon  that 
the  produce  of  it  was  computed  at  the  rate  wool  fo^d  here, 
though  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  that,  by  exporting  and  CcU 
ling  it  abroad,  the  king  made  much  more  of  it.  We  will  try, 
however,  if  it  be  not  praAicable  to  extraA  fomething  more 
certain  out  of  the  fafls  mentioned  by  ancient  authorsj^  becauf^^ 
if  it  coqld  be  done,  it  would  be  very  fatisfaAory. 

A  certain  writer  has  preferved  the  ftate  or  balance  of  the  £ng«f 
lilh  tradci  as  found  vipon  record  in  the  exchequer,  in  the  twen- 
ty-eighth year  of  this  monarch  i  and  there  is  no  reafon  tofufped 
its  authenticity S  In  this  tlie  export  of  wool  is  fet  down  at  3 1 ,65 1 
facks  and  a  half,  valued  at  fix  pounds  a-rfack^  but  then  the  duty 
is  excluded.  It  appears  alfo  from  this  account,  that  a  ODufiderable 
quantity  of  cloth,  both  fine  and  coarfe,  and  of  worded  alfo,  was 
exported.  We  cannot  therefore  doiubt,  that,  when  the  com* 
mons  granted  King  Edward  30,000  facks  of  wool,  it  was  at  leaft 
as  much  as  giving  him  1 50,000  pounds  in  money  out  of  their 
pockety.    But,  if  we  a^e  inclined  tp  knpw  what  it  brought  tho 

king» 

v  By  this  method  of  receiving  tajcei  in  kind  the  king  becsme  in  fome  meafure  t 
mrrcbanti  and  that  ro  hit  great  profit, 

•  This  aecuanc  was  pabliihed  in  a  trratife  intiilcd,  The  eircle  of  comsicrcr^ 
p.  xip,  tio.  written  by  Mr.  Edward  Mifleldcn,  and  printed  in  1633.  After  draw* 
inf  from  it  the  remarks  inentioncd  in  the  texr,  I  thcnght  it  would  be  for  tbc  con* 
veoiency  of  che  reader,  and  render  my  obfervitionK  more  perfpicuous,  if  a  place  waa 
aHowcd  tbit  curioui  pape«  io  the  notes. 

The 
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king,  we  may  perhaps  find  the  means  of  difeoveruig  if.  In  the 
iaft  year  of  his  reign  the  citizens  of  York  complained,  that  a 
German  lord  ^  had  feized  thirty-fix  furplcs  of  their  wool,  which 
they  valued  at  1900  pounds  for  a  debt  due  from  the  king,  and> 
according  to  this  reckoning,  wool  was  worth  in  that  country 
thirteen  pounds  a-fack,  and  fomething  more :  (o  that  the  aid 
granted  to  the  Idng  could  not  produce  much  lefs  than  400,000 
pounds^  which  was  a  very  large  fum  for  thofe  days^ 

The  balance  of  ^e  Englifh  trade  In  the  ^kSth  year  of  Edward  1X1.  as  f^  to  be 
found  upon  record  in  the  exchequer. 

Exports. 

£•  J.  d. 
One  and  thirty  thoufand  fix  hundred  fifty-one  facjcs  and  a  half) 

of  wool,  at  fix  pounds  value  each  fack,  amount  to  -  J  '89,909  o  o 
Three  thoufand  fia  hundred  fixtyfive  fells»  at  forty  fliilliogs^ 

value  each  hundred  at  fix.  fcore,  amount  to         •           •          3  *»°73     t     • 

Whereof  Che  cuflom  amounts  to  .....  81,624  i  i 
f  ooriceen  lafl,  feventeen  dicker,  and  five  hidei  oi  leather,  after  > 

f«  pounds  value  the  Iaft, J*  »9So 

Whereof  the  cuftom  amounts  to-  -  .  .  .  6176 
Fourthcufaod   fevea  hundred  fevemy-four  cloths  and  a  half,") 

after  forty  ftiillings  value,  the  cloth  is         -         .         .         j"  9,S^^    o     o 

Eight  thouiaod  and  fixty-one  pieces  and  a  half  of  worded,  after  7  ^            ^ 

6  s,  8  d.  value  the  piece,  is        ....         J  <>.7iT  i»    4 

Whereof  the  cuftom  amounts  to      •        -        .        .        .  115137 

Exports  »94,i84  n     * 
I  M  P  •  R  T  t. 

One  thoufand  eight  hundred  thirty-two  cloths,  'after  fix  pounds  7 

value  the  cloth j  '^'^9*    **    ** 

Whereof  the  cuftom  amounts  to  «  -  -  -  .  9isao 
Three  hundred  ninery.feven  quintals  and  three  quarters  of  wax,  7 

after  the  value  of  40 1.  the  hundred  or  quintal,           -            J  7S9  <o    © 

Whereof  the  cuftom  is  --.-  -  .  19x70 
One  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  torn  and  a  haSf  of  7 

wine,  after  40  ».  value  ^«r  ton,            -            -             ..           j-  3,  59    o     o 

Whereof  the  cuftom  is            ?             -                          -           -  iBxoo 

Linen  cloth,  mercery,  and  grocery  wares,  and  all  other  manner ">  .,  „. ,    ^  _^ 

of  merchandize,            --.../  ^^»9^i 

Whereof  the  cuftom  is        •            -           •            -           -  185  18    3 

Imports     38,970  ij    • 

Baiance    «55,»14  13    8 
N.  B.  The  totals  do  not  anfwer  the  particulars  exaftly  j  hot,  at  this  diftance 
of  time,  it  is  impoftible  10  aim  at  correcting  them  with  any  degree  of  ceriainty. 

t  This  foreign  nobleman  had  ferved  the  king  in  his  wars,  and  pretended  fo^ 
much  money  was  due  to  him ;  he  had  alfo  ftiips  in  our  ports,  ^th  £Ood$  oa' 
board,  which  the  citizens  thus  irjured  defired  might  be  feiaed. 

BVT 
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But  we  muft  not  part  with  tbis  accounti  without  drawing 
fr<nn  it  fomc  other  obfervations.  We  find  the  whole  imports  of 
that  year  computed  at  fomethingle£>  than  39,000  pounds,  where- 
as the  exports  amounted  to  above  294,000  pounds  ;  fo  that  the 
clear  balance,  in  favour  of  this  nation,  was  above  295,000 
pounds.  Yet  this  is  not  all :  we  muft  confider,  that  in  this  ac* 
count  there  is  no  notice  taken  of  lead  and  tin,  probably  becaufc 
the  accounts  relating  to  them  might  not  be  brought  into  the  ex- 
chequer, that  is,  not  into  the  exchequer  at  Weftminfterj  which 
ivill  raife  the  account  very  conGderably  ;  infomuch,  that  there 
feems  very  good  reafon  to  believe,  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  coin 
in  thofe  days,  being  compared  with  ours,  the  whole  balance  of 
trade  fell  very  little,  if  at  all,  (hort  of  900,000  pounds,  as  our 
money  is  now  reckoned }  which  is  indeed  a  very  large  fum,  and 
much  beyond  what  thofe,  who  had  never  looked  into  thefe  mat- 
ters, could  poffibly  have  imagined.  Yet  the  probability  at  leaft; 
if  not  the  truth,  of  this  computation,  might  be  (hewn  in  another 
way,  that  is,  from  the  confideration  of  the  immenfe  fums  that 
vere  confumed  by  this  monarch  in  foreign  wars  and  alliances, 
which  it  is  impoffible  this  nation  could  ever  have  fumifhed,  if 
the  balance  of  trade  had  fallen  any  thing  fhort  of  what  it  ap- 
pears to  be  from  the  foregoing  computation. 

That  commerce  was  very  much  the  objc£l  of  King  Edward's 
attention,  and  his  parliaments,  very  fully  appears  from  the  many 
z&s  made  within  the  compafs  of  his  reign  for  its  regulation.  It 
is  indeed  true,  that  feveral  of  thefe  laws  are  contradi^ory ;  that 
what  was  eftabli(hed  in  one  year  was  fometimes  overturned  in 
the  next ;  that  frequent  alterations  were  m^de  in  the  ftaple  ;  that 
the  cuftoms  were  fometimes  high,  fometimes  low  ;  and  that  the 
ftandard  of  money  was  twice  varied.  But,  notwithftanding  all 
this,  the  former  aflertion  will  ftill  remain  unimpeached,  fince 
there  can  be  nothing  clearer,  than  that  even  thefe  variations 
arofe  from  the  regard  that  was  paid  to  commerce  :  and  per- 
haps the  alteration  in  the  coin  was  made  neceiTary  from  the 
conduct,  in  that  particular,  of  our  neighbours.  We  likewife 
find,  that,  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  king's  reign,  there 
were  great  frauds  and  impofitions  committed  in  obtaining  licen- 

fcs 
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fcs"  for  the  exportation  of  goods,  and  in  other  relpeAs,  of 
Which  complaints  itrere  m^e  in  parliament  againft  the  Lord 
Latimer,  the  kii^g^s  chamberlain,  and  Richard  Lyons  of  Lon- 
don, merchant,  for  whith  they  vere  tonvi&ed  and  piiniflxed* 

King  Edward  III.  was  the  firft  of  our  printes  who  coined 
grofles  or  groats,  fo  called  from  their  being  the  grofleft  or  great* 
eft  of  all  money,  the  filver  penny  hating  been  till  then  the  lar- 
geft  coiii  in  ufe.  The  purity  of  the  ftandard  he  netcr  debaied  ; 
but,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign^  he  faw  reafon  to  make 
it  lighter ;  fo  that,  inftead  of  twenty  {hillings,  the  pound  bf  filver 
was  raifed  to  the  valiie  of  twenty*two  (hillings  and  iucpence,  and, 
in  the  twehty^feirenth  year  of  his  reign,  the  value  of  a 'pound  of 
filver  was  raifed  to  twenty-five  fhillings;  The  reader  will  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  fhilling  was  imaginary  then,  a&  the  {k^Und  is  ftill^ 
or  rather  it  was  a  denomination  of  money,  and  not  a  coin;  He 
alfo  firft  coined  the  noble,  half-noble,  and  quarter-noble,  in 
gold  ^  fbi*,  before  his  time,  nohe  df  our  kings  had  ftamped  any 
gold.  He  likewife  caUed  in  ail  clipped  moiieyj  and  prohibi- 
ted bafe  coin,  Ivhich  (hews,  that  what  he  did  in  altering  the 
weight  of  his  coin  was  for  the  tonveniency  and  benefit  of  his 
fubjefts,  who,  by  the  incireafe  of  their  trade,  ftood  in  need  botU 
bf  gold  coin  and  of  larger  pieces  of  filver,  and  not  with  any 
intention  to  enrich  him(clf  at  their  expcnce,  though  the  contl*a« 
ry  is  ztterted  by  an  ancient  hiftorian,  who  charges  "William  Ed- 
dingtoHi  bi(hop  of  Wincheftcr,  «nd  lord-trcafurer,  with  con- 
fulting  the  kiiig^s  profit  more  than  that  of  the  kingdom^  by  ad- 
vlfing  him  to  coin  groats  that  were  not  fo  heavy  as  they  (hould 
be.  There  wad  alfo  fome  variation  in  the  value  of  gold  in  bid 
time,  a  pdund  of  that  metal  toined  going  fometimes  for  fifteeoi 
then  for  little  more  than  thirteen,  afterwards  fbr  fourteen  pounds 
of  their  money  i  biit  at  length  the  king  raifed  it  again  to  its  old 
price  of  fifteen  pounds  ^,  wbich^  all  things  cdnfidered,  is  pretty 

u  Ao  iiiquincive  reader  miy  confule  Barnes*!  hiftotf  of  thii  rdgo ;  bnt  the 
records  are  dill  fuller  and  clearer.  It  mori\d  be  of  infinite  fervice  to  the  nation, 
if  the  faAf  they  contain  were  digetlcd  into  cbronblogicil  order;  and  mide  public. 
This  woiildeife^aally  refute  many  grofs  miftakes  ouiverfally  believed,  aoddifcloft 
nany  newr  truths. 

^  As  one  (hilling  was  nearly  equal  to  three  of  ours,  an  ovnce  of  gad,  then 
worth  twenty.five  flii (lings,  was  in  h£\  at  three  pounds  fifteen  of  oor  money  {  fo 
that  the  proportions  between  gold  and  filver  have  not  «liered  v^ry  much  fia«e 
rhat  time, 

near 
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ttear  the  proportion  that  it  now  holds^  only  King  Edward's  gold 
was  fbmewhat  finer  than  our  coin  is  at  prefent.       * 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  IL  we  find  a  great  niany  laws  relating 
to  trade ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  a  great  cbntrbverfy  then^ 
whether  foreign  merchants  (hould^  or  (hoiild  not;  be  allowed  to 
vend  their  commodities  freely  in  London  and  other  corporations. 
The  fenfe  of  the  Icgiflatarei  as  appears  from  their  laws,  was  in 
favour oif  the  foreign  merchants  \  but  the  clamour  ftill  continued^ 
and  parlidmen'ts  were  feldon!  held  without  petitions  for  the  re- 
dreis  of  this,  which  was  called  a  grievance;  It  was  alfo  defired, 
that  the  {bpte  of  wool  might  be  removed  from  Calais  to  ibme 
town  in  England  i  and  Michael  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  Suffolk,  and 
chahcellor  of  England^  a  nobleman  eftoemed  to  be  very  know-* 
ing  in  points  of  this  kind,  dechred  publicly  in  parliament,  that 
the  king^s  fubfidy  on  Wobls  yielded  a  thoufand  marks  a-year 
more,  when  the  (laple  was  in  England,  than  when  it  was  fixed 
at  Calais,  which  is  a  proof  that  the  exportation  was  greater  '• 

'  As  the  foreign  wars  in  this  reign  were  of  little  confequence^ 
land  profecufed  with  no  great  vigour,  fo,  whatever  fums  were 
levied  upon  the  people,  and  in  what  rtianner  foever  they  were 
diffipated  by  their  profufe  princcj  yet  this  being  all  amongfl 
themfelVes,  ^ndihe  balance  of  foreign  trade  continuing}  and  per- 
haps increafing,  the  wealth  of  the  nation  could  not  but  be  pro- 
digiouily  augmented :  to  which  fome  writers  attribute  the  broils 
and  difturbances  of  this  reign,^n  which,  if  there  he  any  truth, 
it  muft  have  been  owing  to  the  unequal  diftribution  of  property* 
This,  indeed,  is  certain,  that  the  commons  complained  loudly 
of  oppreilidn  from  the  lords  and  from  the  lawyers,  as  on  the 
ether  htod  both  the  nobility  and  the  commons  were  highly  in- 
cenfed  againft  the  clergy  on  account,  as  they  alledged,  of  their 
haughtinefs  and  avarice  :  but  the  churchmen  fuggefted,  that  the 
luxury  of  the  age  was  fo  great,  that,  notwithftanding  their  vaft 
eftatey,  the  expences  of  the  nobility  exceeded  their  income,  and 
was  the  principal  caufe  that  inclined  them  to  form  cabals,  for 
alienating  and  dividing  amongft  themfelves  the  revenues  of  the 
church. 

*  The  fimilf  of  this  diaocelior  htd  acquired  «n  immepfe  efltte  by  trade;  aid 
otkrr  ioftanccs  of  a  like  kind  mi^hc  be  gWeu  in  thefe  timet, 
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As  to  the  c<m»ge  in  this  reign^  it  remained  in  a  great  mea« 
ibre^  at  leaft,  npon  the  fame  foot  as  in  the  former,  and  there- 
fore there  is  no  need  of  dwelling  upon  it ;  one  thing,  however, 
defenres  to  be  infilled  upon,  which  is  this  i  Ae  great  fannry  of 
tbefe  times  had  fb  vifibly  increased  the  importation  of  ferdgn 
commodities^  that  it  was  taken  notice  of  in  parliament  i  and  in 
the  laft  year  of  King  Richard's  reign  a  law  pafled,  hj  which  it 
was  provided,  that  every  merchant  fliould  bring  into  the  Tower 
t>f  London  an  ounce  of  foreign  gold  coin  for  every  iack  of  wool 
exported,  or  pay  thirteen  fhillings  and  fourpence  for  his  de&ult^ 
^d  to  give  (eeurity  for  the  performance  of  this,  before  he  w«9 
allowed  to  export  the  wool  into  foreign  parts.  There  was  alfo 
a  bw  made  in  this  reign,  allowing  every  perfon  to  make  doth  of 
what  length  and  breadth  he  would:  fo  that  in  thofe  days  thej 
thought  it  very  pra£ticable  to  encourage  the  clothing  manu&c- 
tury,  without  reftralniag  the  iubje£k  from  tranfporting  wool,  and 
this  upon  the  plain  principle  of  doing  nothing  that  might  (ink  the 
price  of  this  ftaple  commodity,  which  brought  in  continually 
Itich  vaft  fupplies  of  bullion,  and  which  it  is  likely  they  knew 
not  how  to  obtain,  in  cafe  the  exportation  of  wool  had  been  put 
under  any  fevere  reftri£lion  \ 

Thefe  o(>fervations  on  a  period  of  fo  great  extent,  in  which 
it  may  be  eafily  conceived,  that  matters  of  this  nature  muft  have 
fuffcred  many  changes  and  alterations,  cannot  but  be  acceptable^ 
in  as  much  as  they  greatly  cont^bute  to  the  illuftration  of  th& 
principal  points  with  which  our  hiftory  is  concerned ;  for  naval 
force,  and  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  being  the  refult  of  exten* 
£ve  commerce,  whatever  contributes  to  explain  the  rife  and  pro^ 
grefs  of  that  muft  fliew  how  thefe  are  to  be  kept,  as  well  as  de* 
monftrate  in  what  manner  they  have  been  obtained. 

Within  this  period  there  happcnedi  or  at  leaft  there  are  laid 
to  have  happened,  fome  extraordinary  difcoveries,  of  whicb^ 
therefore^  we  ought  to  fpeak.  ilrft  then  it  Is  affirmed,  that 
America  was  difcovcrcd  by  the  Welch  about  the  year  ti'jo.  The 
ftory  is  thus  told,  that  on  the  death  of  Owen  Guyiieth,  diflen- 
iions  arofe  among  his  Cons ;  o'ne  of  them,  whoie  name'  was  Ma-i 
Jock,  rcfolveJ  to  truft  the  fafety  of  himfclfi  and  fuch  26  were 

f.  It  nay  deferv:  the  conriderstfon  of  «q  ibfe  flfatefiDaD,  whether  fome  sfie 
ml^t  not  be  ftill  made  of  chu  raaseim  of  our  afce/^orl 

With 
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^th  him,  rather  to  the  mercy  of  the  leas  than  to  the  uncertsun 
iflbe  of  a  civil  war ;  and  therefore^  embarking  with  bis  follow* 
crs  on  board  a  few  flups  well  viftaalled,  he  put  to  fea  in  fearch 
of  new  conntries.  Accordingly  he  failed  due  weft)  till  fuch  time 
as  he  left  Ireland  to  the  north)  and  then  continued  his  voyage 
till  he  came  to  a  largei  fruitfu])  and  |deaiant  country.  After 
ibme  time  fpent  therein  be  returned  home,  and  reported  the  hapr 
py  eSeSts  of  his  voyage^  and  the  large  pofleflions  which  every 
0ian  might  acquire  who  would  go  with  him.  He  at  length 
prevailed  with  as  many  of  both  fexes  as  filled  ten  (hips ;  and 
With  thefe  he  returned  to  bis  new  plantation :  but  neither  he^ 
nor  his  people  were  heard  of  more  >•  It  muft  be  confefied, 
that  there  is  nothing  here  which  abfolutely  fixes  this  difcovery 
to  America ;  though  it  muft  likewife  be  owned,  that  the  courfe 
before  fet  down  might  very  poflibly  carry  him  thither.  This 
great  point  is,  to  know  how  far  the  £aSt  may  be  dejrnded  up- 
on: and  in  relation  to  this,  I  will  venture  to  alliire  the  reader, 
that  there  are  authentic  records  in  the  Britiih  tongue  as  to  this 
expedition  of  Madock^s,  wherever  he  went,  prior  to  the  difco- 
very  of  America  by  Columbus ;  and  that  many  probable  argu* 
ments  may  be  offered  in  fupport  of  this  notion,  that  tlicfe  Britons 
were  the  difcoverers  of  that  new  world,  is  ^o  true,  though  a; 
prefent  we  have  not  opportunity  to  lofifk  upon  them. 

Some  reports  there  are  concerning  great  difcoveries  in  the 
north,  made  by  a  friar  of  Oxfiird,  oxft  Nicholas  de  Linna.  Of 
this  man  the  famous  John  Dee^  who  vms  bojth  a  great  an* 
tiquary  and  a  fkilful  mathematician,  informs  \2^,  that  in  the  yeaf 
1360,  being  the  thirty-fpurtb  of  Edward  HI.  he  failed,  in 
con^any  with  feveral  of  his  countrymen,  to  the  northern  iflands, 
and  there  leaving  his  aflbciates,  he  tsaveiled  alone^  and  drew 
up  an  exzCt  defcription  of  all  the  northern  countries,  with  their 
iorrounding  feas  %  which  book  he  intitkd^  bwentio  Fortunata  / 
or,  A  Difcovery  of  th^  northerti  parts,  from  the  latitude  ci 
lUty-four  degrees,  to  the  pole ;  and  prefented  it  at  his  return 

s  Hakhiyt,  toI.  iii.  p,  x.  Meredith  tp  Rcece,  a  CambrUo  bard»  who  died 
A.  D.  i477»  compoftd  an  ode  in  his  native  language,  on  this  expedition,  from 
wbicb  the  particulars  above-metttio&cd  are  taken ;  and  this  was  prior  to  Column 
bos's  dlfooYery  t  fo  that  fa  A  could  never  have  eocowfAgrd  the  framing  of  this 
Mie>  even  foppofing  it  fb  to  be. 

^  b  9  to 


t^       Political  RBrLEcriovs  up.qh 

\o  King  Edward.  However,  for  the  better  fettling  thefe  dUc^* 
yeries,  he  returned  no  lefs  than  five  times  into  thofe  nortbeii\ 
regions.  To  render  this  odd  ftory  fomewhat  more  probaUei 
Mr.  i)ce  remarks,  ^hat  from  the  hayeu  of  Lynn»  in  Norfblki 
of  which  this  friar  w^s  both  a  native  and  an  inhabitant)  to  Ice^* 
land,  was  not  above  a  fortipight's  fail,  and  in  tboie  days  a  corn- 
mon  thing ;  as  appears  particularly  by  a  charter  granted  to  the 
^wn  of  Blakeney  in  Norfolk,  by  King  Edward  III.  ei^etnptiog 
the  fiihermen  of  that  port  frcfm  attending  his  fervice,  on  ac- 
count of  their  trade  tp  Iceland  K  This  is,  in  fome  meafiiret 
confirmed  by  the  teftimony  of  that  famous  geographer  Gerarit 
Mercator,  who  confeflcs  that  he  borrowed  his  defertption  of 
the  northern  countries  from  one  who  oiifned  his  baying  them 
(irom  this  friar  of  Oxford,  whom  he  well  defcribes,  though  h^ 
does  not  name  him.  Yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  Le- 
land  fpeaks  very  largely  of  this  Nicholas  of  Lynn,  who,  ac« 
cording  to  bis  account,  was  a  Carmelite,  and' a  great  aftrolo- 
ger :  but  in  all  his  eulogium,  there  is  not  a  fyllable  cpnccrning 
his  travels,  though  he  concludes  with  faying,  that  his  works 
fufficiently  praifed  him  ^.  John  Bale  tranfcribes  this  account 
of  Leland's  exactly,  but  gives  us  a  much  more  copipus  detail  of 
the  friar's  writings ;  and  yet,  even  in  his  lifV,  we  meet  with 
nothing  as  to  this  InvenUo  Fsrtunatas  though  on  the  other  hand 
we  muil  allow,  that  Bale  fays  he  wrote  other  things  which  he 
had  not  feen  *. 

The  difcovery  of  the  liland  of  Madeira  is  likewi^  attributed 
to  one  Macham,  an  Engliihman }  which  is  thus  reported  by  fe| 
'  veral  of  ^he  Portuguefe  writers.  They  fay  that  this  man,  ha* 
ving  ftolen  a  lady  with  whom  he  was  ip  love,  intended  to  have. 
carried  her  into  Spain ;  but  being  by  a  ftorm  driven  out  to  lea, 
after  much  tofTmg  and  danger  of  his  life,  was  forced  into  this 
illand,  in  which  the  harbour  where  he  lay  at  anchor  h  to  this 
time  called  Machico.  On  his  going  afhore  with  the  lady  and 
fome  of  his  fcrvants,  the  (hip's  crew  took  the  opportunity  o{ 
failing,  and  got  fafe  into  fome  Spanifh  port.  In  a  very  (hort 
time  after,  the  lady,  who  was  extremely  fea-iick,  and  not  a 
little  fatigued  by  what  ihe  was  forced  to  undergo  on  fliorc, 

a  Hakluyt,  fol.  ii.  p.  i&i.  ^  CoRMDenCar»  dc  Script.  Britta.  vol.1, 

y.  34?.  ,       c  Scriptor.  Briuik  ▼o).  i,  p.  ^tfS. 
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^kd  I  smd  her  difconfolate  loyer,  having  firft  ere£led  and  con*; 
{eqrate^.  a  li|tk  chapel  to.  the  Hdf  JefiM,  buried  her  iberefli. 
After  pa\jing  this  duty  to  the  lady^  wbofe  Iot^  for  hioi  coft  her 
the  h>fi)  df  life,  Macham  ad^re^d  himfelf  to  the  contiiying  his 
cicape,  which  he  efe£led  by  hoflowing  a  Urge  tree,  and  making 
thereof  a  canoe ;  i^  which  himfelf  andlhofe  that  were  with  him^ 
pafied  p;ver  to  t^e  oppofite  (bore  of  Africa ;  where,  being^  taken 
jKifoners  by  the  Moors,  they  were  fcnt  ly  ^ay  of  preient  t6 
the  kin^  of  Caftile.  This  accident  is  by  feme  plated  in  the 
year  1344V  ^^^  by  others,  and  {  think  with  reafop,  fomewhat 
'  later.  It  is  reiiivkabl^  that  we  are  kidebSMi  for  this  account  tq 
foreigners,  who  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  apy  way  prejudiced  in 
our  fzYour  tfpipit  diexnftlTes  f. 

We  might  add  here  fi^me  accounts  di  the  expeditions  mad^ 
to  Jerufalcmi  fif«baxy*^  ^^id  f lui&a,  by.  ibmc  famous  Faglifh^ 
meni^  as  alfo  the  Beginning  of  our  commerce  with  the  Hanfe- 
towns ;  but  as  to  the  former,  it  wovdd  ^ell  our  wQrk  too 
much  with  things  already  mentioned  by  others  \  and,  sis.to  tbj? 
latter,  it  may  witlj^  cquaV  propriety  be  referred  fof  the  ciofe  of 
ti(C  next  chapter,  to  which  therefore  wf  refer  it. 

^  l^^yt^  y9l<  ii.  ^  il  p.  X,  froB  Antonio  QalTaoo. 
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CHAP.     VI* 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  England,  during  the  reigns  of 
Henry  IV.  Henry  V,  and  Henry  VL  of  the  houic 
of  Lancafter^ 

Containing  the  fpace  of  about  60  years. 

HENRY  IV.  called  fometimcs  Henry  of  Bolingbrokc, 
from  the  place  of  his  birth^  and  fometimes  Henry  of 
Lancafter^  from  his  father's  dukedom,  was  crowned 
on  the  thirteenth  of  Oflober  13999  and  his  title  generally  ac- 
knowledged.  When  he  came  over  againft  King  Richard,  it 
was  from  France  ;  and  moft  of  our  hiftorians  affirm,  that  he 
received  confiderable  afliftance  from  thence ;  which,  however^ 
French  vmters  deny  *.  Certain  it  is,  that  after  the  death  of 
his  unfortunate  predeceilbr,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  then  dire£lor 
of  the  public  affairs  in  that  kingdom  during  the  lunacy  of 
Charles  VI.  treated  King  Henry  as  a  murderer  and  ufurper» 
though  he  had  been  formerly  his  friend ;  yet|  in  all  probability^ 

•  Folydor.  Vlrj^.  hift.  lib.  xxi.    Hiftoitc  (U  France,  ptr  le  P.  DioSd,  tom« 
%  p.  iSl$. 

this 
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tihis  was  rather  oiit  of  policy  than  from  any  motive  of  juftke  | 
iot  all  the  nfe  the  French  made  of  it  was,  to  attempt  upon  the 
Engliih  pofleffions  on  the  continent  ^.  King  Richard  being 
bom,  and  for  (bme  time  bred  at  Bourdeaux,  his  countrymen 
the  Gafconsi  difcovered  a  iht)ng  refentment  of  his  ill  ufage, 
and  feemed  difpofed  to  revolt.  To  fbothe  this  humour  of  theirs^ 
the  French  aflumed  this  appearance  of  indignation,  in  hoped 
that  they  would  immediately  have  put  thcmfelves  under  their 
prote^on  ^.  But  Mezeray  juftly  obferves,  that  the  advantages 
they  drew  from  the  Engiifh  commerce,  hindered  them  from  ha- 
ftily  taking  thb  ftep,  and  difpofed  them  to  receive  the  Lord 
Piercy  for  their  governor,  who  was  fent  over  with  that  title  by 
King  Henry<>.  Not  long  after.  King  Richard's  young  queen 
vras  (ent  back  to  France,  with  the  whole  of  her  fortune,  and 
all  her  jewels ;  and  thereupon  the  truce  between  the  two  na«» 
tions  was  renewed  for  twenty-fix  years  ^  which  {hews  how  lit- 
tle of  reality  there  was  in  the  concern  exprefled  by  the  French 
court,  for  the  cruel  death  of  King  Richard  ^ 

In  1403  the  king,  who  was  then  a  widower,  married  Joan, 
the  daughter  of  Charles  king  of  Navarre,  and  very  lately  wi- 
dow to  John  Montford,  duke  of  Brittany,  which  proved  the 
caufe  of  great  difafters  to  this  kingdom  :  for  the  inhabitants  of 
that  duchy,  conceiving  an  ill  opinion  of  this  marriage,  and  be-* 
ing  powof ul  at  fea,  fuddenly  landed  in  the  weft,  and  burnt 
Plymouth^  at  a  time  when  the  king's  hands  were  full,  through 
the  confplracy  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  other  great 
lords  ^  This,  however,  did  not  remain  long  unrevenged}  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  having  fitted  out  a  fquadron,  un- 
der the  command  of  William  de  Wilford,  admiral  of  the  nar- 
row feas,  he  feized  forty  (hips  laden  with  iron»  oil,  foap,  and 
wine,  and  then  burnt  the  like  number  in  their  harbours,  redu- 
cing the  towns  of  Penmarch  and  St.  Matthew,  and  wafting, 
with  fire  and  fword,  a  great  part  of  the  coaft  of  Brittany  ^• 
Admiral  de  Caftel,  who  commanded  the  enemy's  fleet,  in  the 

b  Abregj  de  rhidoire  d«  France^  par  Mcteray,  vol.  iih  p.  140.  <  P. 

Daniel,  tooit  ▼,  p.  396.  d  Abrcg£  de  rhiftoire  de  France,  tome  iil.  *  Froif* 
lart^  capr  czix..  P.  Panid,  iDine  v.  J.  RolE,  aatiqnari  Warviceafi,  hittoha 
regvm  AngU«,  fol.  i6tf«  b.  f  T.  WalfinghaiB,  p.  3^7.  Jtf^.    W.  Wyrcd;» 

ttr  aiut«i.  p.  4f  %•  Chros.  Godiko^n»  p.  r  31,  1  jx.  I  T.  Waifing.  Ypodigma 
Heaftrise,  p.  ftfs*  ^owc,  p.  jap.    H«lan£(hed|  ydL  it«  p.  S»>^ 

mean 
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mean  time,  attempted  to  Und  lii  thd  lie  of  Wlglit  J  but  ftlliilg 
of  fucccfs  there,  he  ftccted  for  Devbnfhirei  where  aAually  land- 
ing, he  brHkly  attacked  Dartmouth,  but  Was  defeated  by  the 
kroin^try  militia,  with  the  loTs  of  four  htttidred  men,  and  two 
hundred  taken;  among  whom  were  himfelf^  and  two  other 
perfons  of  diftinftion :  yet  his  fquadfon,  and  the  Flemings,  ftiS 
infefted  thfc  coaft,  took  many  fhips>  and  to  fhew  their  invctetztt-' 
'  hatred  to  the  EngliAi  nation^  moft  inhumanly  hanged  all  the 
fcamen  who  fell  into  their  hand^  '^.  tn  the  mean  time  the  French; 
without  any  regard  to  the  tr<iat5r  fubfifting  betweeti  the  iwd 
crowns,  invaded  the  diichy  of  Guyenne,  and  fcnt  an  army  of 
twelve  thoufand  men,  "With  a  deet  of  a  hundred  and  forty  iail^ 
to  the  affiftarice  of  0\^eh  Gleiidour :  theie  forces  the^  fafcly 
debarked  in  Milford  haven }  but  the  Lord  Berkley  and  Henrjr 
Pay,  who  commanded  thd  fquadroh  of  thb  cinque-ports,  at- 
tacked them  in  that  port^  where  they  took  Foiirteen;  and  burnt 
fifteen  of  the  French  veflels',  which  fo  frighted  thofe  oti  board 
the  reft,  that  foon  after  they  fled  home  K 

Abbut  the  fame  time,  the  earl  of  Kent  failed,  with  a  confl- 
derabie  fleet,  to  the  cbaft  of  Flanders,  where  he  cruized  fo^ 
Tome  time  upon  the  eriethy,  the  Flemings  Eeing  then  fubjefl  to 
a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  France  \  at  laft,  etitering  the  port  of 
Sluys,  they  found  four  fhips  lying  at  anchor^  took  three  Geno^ 
cfe  merchanti-meo,  of  a  very  large  Eze,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
haven,  though  not  without  a  gallant  refillance  \  after  whicH 
they  feafched  all  the  ports  bn  the  Norman  toaft,  and  making 
defcents  into  feveral  places;  burnt  at  leaft  fix  and  thirty  towns  ; 
and  then,  with  an  immenfe  booty,  returned  in  triumph  to  Rye^: 
Some  mariners,  belonging  to  the  i)ort  of  Qey  in  Norfolk,  fail- 
ing on  the  north  coaft  in  a  ftout  bark,  took;  near  Flamborough- 
head,  a  Scot^  (hip,  having  on  board  Prince  James;  duke  of 
Rothefay,  and  heir  apparent  to  that  crown;  cd  which  he  after- 
wards fiicceeded  by  the  name  of  James  I.  Him;  with  his  at- 
tendants, an  earl,  and  a  bifliopj  they  lent  to  King  Henry  at 
Whidfor^  who  kept  him  there  as  a  prifoner  indeed ;  but^  during 

fc  T.  WaUmghtm.  p.  jro.    +.  OttCfbownt,  p.  i47i  M^.  Argwtfe;  Kv.  m. 
«hap.  T.  i  T.  Walfifigbfttti  ^podigma  Kenhria,  p.  s^i^.    Siowe,  p.  |||. 

Holingfbed.  vol.  li.  p.  S31.  k  T.  Octcrbobrfic,  p.  ^53, 154.    PaMhi,  ^ 

iSx.    Hall,  foL  44*    Holingflied,  vo!.  %\,  %xK 

his 
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\i\s  captivity,  ufcd  hjxn  in  all  refpcAs  ts  a  prince.  The  SctJta 
writers  treat  this  as  a  plain  breach  of  faith ;  but  the  French 
hiftorians  inftruA  us  better  :  they  acknowledge  they  had  lately 
renewed  their  treaties  with  Scotland  for  the  ufual  purpofe  o^ 
anncying  England  i  and,  in  fuch  times  of  public  difturbance, 
this  prince  ought  to  have  be^ki  farniflied  with  letters  of  fafe 
€onda£l|  fince  he  was  going  to  France^  an  enemy's  country, 
which  every  day  infefted  the  Engliih  coafts  by  their  fleet*.  In* 
fupport  of  Owen  Glendouir,  the  Welch  malccontent,  the 
French  court  fent  another  fquadron  on  the  coaft  of  Wales,  of 
which  only  thirty  arrived,  the  reft  being  taken  by  the  Englifli ; 
and  a  (hort  time  after^  the  famous  Henry  Pay^  admiral  of  the 
tinque  jport^,  furprifed  the  Rochelle  fleet,  confifting  of  lao  fail 
of  merchantmen,  richly  laden^  and  took  them  alK  Thefe  ex- 
ploits, in  vefleis  belonging  to  merchants,  £hew,  that,  beyond  all 
contradiction,  trade  in  thofe  day^  was  not  altogether  fo  incon- 
fiderable  a  thing  as  by  moft  of  out-  modern  writers* we  are 
taught  to  believe  •**• 

The  king  In  140^  narrowly  tfcapcd  the  fete  of  the  Scots 
prince.  He  had  fpent  part  of  the  fummelr  at  Leeds^caflle  in 
Kent ;  2ind,  his  affairs  calling  him  intt>  Eflex,  he  ventured  to  fail 
from  the  port  of  Queenborough  with  only  five  fliips  s  in  his  paf- 
fage  he  was  attacked  by  certain  French  privateers,  who,  after  a 
Very  btilk  engagement,  took  evety  vedel  but  that  in  which  t\xt 
king  was,  and  carried  them  to  their  Own  cbafts  \  This  taught 
that  monarch)  by  experiekice>  the  neceffity  of  keeping  better 
fleets  at  fea )  and  therefore  he  ordered  a  very  ftrong  ohe  to  be 
JGtted  out  the  next  year  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Kent, 
who  effeClually  fcoured  the  narrow  feas,  and,  when  he  had 
deared  our  own  coafts,  ftood  over  to  Brittany,  where  he  boldly 
landed  in  the  little  ifland  of  Iftriehac,  and  there  attacked  a  town 
of  the  fame  nime,  in  which  the  privateers  had  takeft  ihclter, 
took  it  by  ftorm,  and  put  them  all  to  the  fword  t  but  in  this  ac* 

I  T.  Walfioghimi  Vpodigihi  Nwftriifc,  p.  566.    J.  Fordan.  Scoiichron.  con- 
tiDttado,  p.  ti6%,    J.  Major  de  geftis  Scotoriim,  Hb«  v,  Ul  i»Si  tz4,    He^r 
^oetb.  hiA.  Scot.  Hb.  xvi.  p.  33^.     P.  Daniel,  tome  v.  p.  404,  4A0. 
ki>  T.  Walfingbam,  p.  37^*    Sco«e,  p.  334'     Holingflicd,  vol.  ii.  p.  5S|* 
^  HaU,  foU  %6.     Graft»n,  p.  4|i.    Scewe,  p.  334. 
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don  receiTcdi  himfelf  a  wound)  which  proved  mortal  \  JxH 
14 ID  an  Engliih  fleet  of  ten  fail,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Robert  Umfreville,  went  againft  the  Scots,  and,  failing  up  the 
Forth,  fpoiled  the  coafts  on  both  (ides,  ravaging  the  country^ 
burning  all  the  (hips  in  their  harbours^  and  amongft  the  reft  the 
largeft  they  had,  called  the  Grand  Galliot  in  Blacknels,  carry- 
ing  away  fourteen  fhips,  and  fuch  a  vaft  quantity  of  corn,  as 
reduced  the  price  of  that  commodity,  which  was  then  very  high 
in  England ;  whence  the  admiral  obtained  the  fumame  of  Ro- 
bert Mend-marketP» 

Whenever  the  French  ai&irs  were  in  a  tolerable  condition^ 
they  were  conftantly  forming  fchemes  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Englilh,  which,  generally  fpealdng,  were  defeated  by  the  break- 
ing out  of  their  own  domcftic  troubles.  King  Henry,  there-^ 
fore,  wiftiy  held  intelligence  with  both  the  fa£Uons  in  that 
kingdom,  aiding  fometimes  the  one,  and  fometimes  the  other* 
Thus  he  this  year  fent  a  confiderable  body  of  auxiliaries  to  the 
afiiftance  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  with  whom  they  entered 
Paris-  The  fervice  they  did  made  it  fo  evident,  that  the  king 
of  England's  afiiftance  was  the  furcft  method  of  turning  the 
balance  in  favour  of  any  party  in  France  v  that  the  oppoGte 
faction,  headed  by  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans,,  fent  theip 
agents  to  London,,  who  entered  into  a  treaty  with  King  Hcnrj, 
by  which  they  acknowledged  his  right  to  the  duchy  of  Guyennc, 
and  promifed  their  homage  to  him  for  the  lands  and  caftles 
they  held  therein,  and  the  king,  on  the  other  hand,,  undertook 
to  fend  them  a  confiderable  fuccour,  which  he  performed  *". 
Thefe  ti-oeps  embarked  in  the  month  of  July,  1412,.  under  the 
command  of  Thomas  duke  of  Clarence,  the  king's  fon.  It 
appears  by  our  hiftories,.  that  great  expectations  were  raifed  by 
this  expedition ;  infomuch  that  there  was  fome  talk  of  recover- 
ing  France :  but  thefe  notions  quickly  appeared  to  be  very  ill 
founded  -,  for,  upon  the  landing  of  the  duke  of  Clarence  with 
his  troops  in  Noifmandy,  they  were  infom^cd  that  the  duke  of 

•  T.  Otierbqiirne,  p.  a?tf4.    Chron,  G»dftov»D,  p.  r34.    Cooper*s  chmoicl^, 
foU  154.     Hall,  fol.  xS,  9  HaH,  fbl.  %6.     Stowe,  p.  53*. 

Holingftied,  vol.  h.  p.  S3tf.  q  Rimer's  foedrra,  vol.  yiii.  p.  738. 

.Pupleix,  tome  iu  p.  C99.    P.  DanW,  tottt  v.  p.  50©,  joi.    T.  Otcerboorttc. 
p.  >6S— 17^. 
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Orleans,  and  the  reft  of  the  princes  to  whofe  afllftance  thej 
came,  had  made  a  treaty  with  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy ;  fo  that  nothing  was  left  for  them  but  to  go  home  again. 
The  duke  of  Qarcnce,  juftly  provoked  by  fuch  ufagc,  firft  ra- 
vaged Lower  Normandy,  and  Anjou^  and  then,  entering  the 
duchy  of  Orleans,  lived  there  at  difcretion,  till  luch  time  as 
the  duke  came  to  an  agreement  of  allowing  '  3  20,000  crowns 
of  gold  for  the  expences  of  their  voyage  pare  of  which  be 
paid  down,  and  fent  his  brother  into  England  as  a  hoftage 
for  the  reft^     This  treaty  was  particular  with  the  duke  of 
Orleans ;  for,  as  to  the  war  with  France,  it  ftiU  went  on,  and 
Sir  John  Pendcrgaft,  who  commanded  the  fleet  in  the  narrow 
ieas,  took  a  great  many  French  (hips  laden  with  provi£io% 
which,  fays  my  author,  got  him  little  reputation  with  the  nobles, 
but  much  love  from  the  people,  who  by  this  means  enjoyed 
plenty  of  French  commodities  at  a  very  cheap  rate.     This  ad- 
miral had,  fome  years  before,  felt  the  fcvere  eflFcfts  of  thac 
envy  which  was  borne  him  by  the  noblKty ;  for  having  had 
the  command  of  a  fquadron  intended  to  icour  the  Teas  from  pi« 
rates  and  privateers,'  which  he  worthily  performed,  yet,  when 
he  returned,  a  complaint  was  made  that  himfelf  had  taken  fuch 
extraofdinary  rewards  for  his  fervices,  as  rendered  him  little 
better  than  a  pirate.     Upon  this  he  took  fan£luary  at  Weft* 
siinfter,  where  for  fome  time  he  lay  in  a  tent  in  the  church* 
.porch  ;  but  at  laft  he  had  juftice  done  him :  and  now  when  his 
country  required  the  fervice  of  a  ftout  and  able  ieaman,  he 
was  called  again  to  command  '•    Things  being  in  this  uncertain 
(late.  King  Henry,  worn  out  by  continual  labours,  and  not  a 
little  grieved  by  his  late  difappointmems,  deceafed,  as  is  gene- 
rally fiid,  of  a  leprofy,  on  the  20th  of  March,  141 4,  in  the 
46th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  14th  of  his  reign'.     He  was  a 
monarch  (even  his  enemies  allow)  of  great  courage  and  wif- 
dom ;  and,  if  he  did  not  promote  trade  and  naval  power  fo 
much  as  fome  of  his  predeceflbrs,^t  ought  rather  (o  be  afirribei 

r  ?.  ^myle,  p.  607.    Gagilin,  p.  194.    Mezeiny,  rome  ill.  p.  i8t.    Holbg- 
/hed,  vol.  ii.  p.  540*     Hall,  fol.  31,  a^*  *  T.  Walfinghami  Ypodigma  Neii* 

ftriae,  p.  57».    T.  Otter  bourne,  p.  »7i.    Holingdied,  yoK  H.  p.  530.  «  T, 

'Walfingham,  p.  38a.    Cbron.  GodAotian,  p.  135.    W.  WyrceAcr*  annalet,  p« 
0S*.    Stowe,  p.  34*. 
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to  the  difordcr  of  thefc  times,  tUan  to  any  want  either  of  vffl 
or  capacity  in  the  prince  ^. 

.  Hbnkt  V.  from  his  birth-place  ftyled  Henry  of  Motx-i 
<noutb,  fucceede4  his  father,  and,  in  the  beginning  of  bis  reign^ 
fliewed  a  laudable  inclination  to  do  all  that  could  be  expeded 
from  him  for  his  people's  good  ^.  It  happened,  that  the  weakh 
and  ilate,  as  well  as  the  pride  and  ambition  of  the  clergy,  had 
*raifed  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  refentment  againft  them  throughout  the 
nation ;  to  divert  which  it  is  generally  believed,  that  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  infpired  the  king  with  an  eager  clefire  of 
fubduing  France,  to  which  it  was  no.  difficult  matter  to  perfuade 
^him  that  he  had  a  clear  right.  Indeed  the  condition  that  king- 
dom was  in,  might  feem  to  invite  fuch  an  attempt.  The  king 
was  oftener  out  than  in  his  fenfes :  the  whole  nation  was  di- 
vided in  two  fii£lion8)  the  duke  of  Burgundy  at  the  head  of 
4>ne,  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  at  the  other ;  two  Dauphins 
died,  one  foon  after  the  other,  by  poifon  i  and  the  third  was 
but  a  chUd.  however.  King  Henry  concealed  his  defign  for 
fome  time,  and  even  treated  of  a  marriage  between  himfelf  and 
the  Pf  inccfi  Catharine,  daughter  to  King  Charles  VI.  Jn  141 5^ 
the  French  King  fcnt  his  ambafladors  hither,  with  very  advan> 
tageous  propofals,  who  bad  their  final  audience  of  the  king  on 
July  £,  when,  if  Father  Daniel  is  to  be  believed,  Henry  would 
ihave  been  content  to  have  concluded  a  truce  for  fifty  years  ^ 
but  the  archbi(hop  of  Bourges  infifted  abfolutely  on  a  de&nite 
peace,  and  fo  thefc  ncgociations  were  broken*.  Some  of  our 
writers  mention  a  ftrangc  ftory  of  the  dauphin's  provoking  the 
king^  by  fending  him  a  prefent  of  tennis-balls;  which,  how- 
ipver,  is  very  improbable,  confidcring  the  youth  of  that  prince, 
^nd  the  known  apprehenfion  all  France  had  of  the  Englifi^ 
power.  The  French  writers  feem  to  give  a  better  account  of 
this  matter:  they  tell  us  that  the  firft  flafh  of  lightning  before 
this  dreadful  ftorm,  was  an  angry  letter  written  to  the  French 
king,  with  this  addrefs :  «<  To  ^he  moft  fcrcne  Prince  Charles,^ 

^  P.  Daniel,  torn.  v.  p.  507.  ^  Thorn,  de  Elmbaro,  vita  &  gd^A 

Hcnrici  quinti  Anglonim  regi?',  cap.  xiv.    Tit.  Liv.  in  vw.  Henry  V.  p,  6m 
Chronifon  GmlftovJan,  p.  i^f^,  X  Hifloire  ^e  France,  torn.  v.  p.  ijtf, 

*  Tit.  Liv.  vli.  Hen.  v.  p.  6. 
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^<  our  coafin  and  adyerTary  of  France;  Henry,  by  the  grace 
^^  of  God,  king  of  England  and  of  France,  isTc'*  Tbts  letter 
was  dated  July  a4,  from  Southampton:  and  the  French  king 
returned  an  anfwer  in  the  fame  angry  ftylc^i  dated  the  twenty- 
thhrd  of  the  next  month;  £>  that^  dienceforward,  the  war^ 
though  not  adbiaily  begun^  was  looked  upon  as  declared  on 
both  fides  y* 

King  Henry  aAed  with  greater  caution^  and  with  more  miii- 
cary  prudence  than  moft  of  his  predeceflbrs.  The  defign  he 
had  formed,  was  not  that  of  ravaging  the  country,  or  feizing 
ibme  of  the  provinces  of  France,  but  making  an  entire  and  ab-^ 
folute  conqueft  of  the  whole  realm  ;  which  he  knew  was  not 
to  he  undertaken  without  a  numerous  army,  a  very  great  fieet^ 
9nd  thefe  conftantly  fupported  liy  competent  fupplics  of  isoney. 
Jit  therefore  drew  together  fix  tlioufand  men  at  arms,  twenty- 
four  thoufand  archers^  tlie  red  of  his  infantry  completing  the 
army  to  at  leaft  fifty  thoufand  men.  That  thefe  might  be 
tranfported  with  the  greater  convenicncy^^  he  hired  from  Hol- 
land and  Zealand  abundance  of  large  (hips,  which,  with  thole 
belonging  to  his  own  fubje£ls,  rendezvoufed  in  the  fnonth  of 
Auguft  at'  Southampton,  where  the  whole  fleet  appeared  to 
confifl  of  no  lefs  th^n  fixteen  hundred  fail.  As  to  fupplies^ 
his  parliament  being  wrought,  more  efpecially  by  the  arts  of 
the  clergy,  into  a  high  opinion  of  this  expedition,  furnifhed 
him  liberally :  fo  that  with  all  the  advantages  he  could  defire, 
the  king  embarked  his  mighty  army^i  which  he  landed  rafely<iii 
Normandy,  without  meeting  with  any  refiftance  >.  He  was  at- 
tended by  his  brothers  the  dukes  of  Clarence  and  Gloucefter^ 
his  uncle  the  duke  of  York,  and  moft  of  the  nobility  of  Eng- 
land^. It  is  remarkable,  that  thpugh  the  conftable  of  France 
had  a  very  numerous  army,  with  which  he  might  well  have 
difputed  the  landing  of  the  Englilh,  yet  he  chofe  to  retire  \  for 
which  conduA  of  bis  he  was  afterwards  queftioned  in  a  court- 
inartial :  but  he  juilified  himfelf  by  producing  his  orders  from 

7  Mezeny,  voK  iii.  p.  191,  Tbom,  de  Elmham,  p.  sp,  30.  FabUn,  p.  390. 
Hal),  fol.  9.  b.  Grafton,  p.  44Q,  449.  s  T.  Otcerbonrne,  p.  176.     W. 

WyrceOeraonal.  p.  453.  Chron.  God^lovian,  p.  13^.  T.  W«lijnghaaii  Ypo* 
digma  NciiftriT,  p.  581.  •  Thorn,  dc  Elmham,  cap.  xviil.   TiL.Lir, 

p.  T.     Polydor.  Vif£il.  lib.  xj^ii.     Speed,  p.  ^30. 
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court,  dire£llng  tiim  not  to  hazard  a  battle  on  any  terms  what- 
ever, but  to  leave  the  Englifh,  if  they  were  fo  inclined,  to 
wafte  their  force  in  long  marches,  and  tedious  ficges,  ^  Would 
to  God,  fays  my  author,  this  maxim  had  been  as  fteadily  pur- 
fued  a$  it  was  wifely  laid  down**  4  The  policy  of  France,  there- 
fore, is  to  cheat  us  whenever  they  make  peace,  and  to  deftroy 
lis  when  we  break  with  them  by  means  of  a  dilatory  war ;  which 
though  troublefom^  to  them,  becomes  foon  infupportabte  to 
us ;  and  thus  thetr  cunuing  gives  them  advantages,  which  they 
never  could  derive  from  the  force  of  their  arms. 

The  firft  enterprize  of  importance  undertaken  by  fhe  king, 
was  the  fiege  of  Har&eur,  a  fea-port  town  of  great  confc- 
quencc  at  that  junfture,  well  fortified,  and  in  which  the  French 
had  a  numerous  garrifon.  It  was  invefted  both  by  land  and 
fea ;  and  though  it  was  defended  with  great  reiblution,  it  was 
at  laft  taken  for  want  of  relief.  The  French,  however,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  their  policy  thus  far,  that  by  this  fiege  the  Englifli 
army  was  exceedingly  wafted;  infomuch,  that  by  the  time  the 
place  was  taken,  one  half  of  it  was  abfolutely  deftroyed.  On 
due  confideration  of  this  it  was  refolved,  in  a  council  of  war, 
to  leave  a  garrifon  of  Engliili  at  Harfleur,  and  to  march 
through  Picardy  to  Calais,  with  the  reft  of  the  army  «.  This 
paffage  appeared  extremely  dahgerous,  fince  the  French  army 
was  by  this  time  not  only  in  the  field,  but  alfo  at  their  heels. 
The  Englifh  forces,  according  to  the  French  writers,  confifted 
of  tfwo  thoufand  men  at  arms,  and  .eleven  thoufand  archers. 
Our  authors  fay,  there  were  but  nine  thoufand  in  the  whole  ; 
whereas  the  Frendi  were  at  leaft  three,  if  not  five  times  their 
jiumbcr.  To  prevent  the  needlcfs  cffufion  of  blood,  King 
Henry  was  contented  to  have  made  peace  on  very  reafonable 
terms;  but  this  was  refufed  by  the  French,  who  flattered  them- 
fclves,  that  they  fhould  be  able  to  make  him  and  all  his  army 
prifoners  <*.  In  confequence  of  this  obftinacy  of  theirs,  a  deci- 
five  battle  was  foughc  on  Odober   25,  A.  D.  14 14,  in  the 

b  HiCloire  de  France,  tome  v.  p.  538.  e  Thorn,  de  Elmhain,  cap. 

nfi.  et  feq.  Tit.  Lmp.  ix — 15.  T.  "Walfingham,  p.  391,  39a,  Stowe,  p. 
348,  34p.     Holingfhed,  vol.  ii.  p.  sjx.     Speed,  p.  631. .  d  Tit.  Lir. 

p.  15.  Dupleix,  Com.  ii.  p.  7i».  Mczeray,  torn.  iii.  p.  193.  P.  Daniel,  toin« 
V.  p«  540.    Speedy  p.  6ii. 
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plaios  of  Agincourt,  wherein  the  French  were  entirely  defeat-^ 
ed  by  the  Englifii*  through  the  bravery  of  their  troopS|  fays 
Father  Daniel,  and  the  wife  condufk  of  their  officers^.  There 
fell  in  the  field  feven  princes  of  .the  blood,  and  five  were  made 
prifbners,  the  flower  of  the  nobility  of  France,  no  lefs  than 
Tight  thoufand  gentlemen^  and  about  ten  thoufand  common 
men;  about  fourteen  thoufand  being  taken  prifoners.  The 
Engllih  loft,  as  our  writers  alledge,  about  four,  the  French 
fay  fixteen  hundred;  and  amongft  them  the  duke  of  York  and 
the  earl  of  Oxford  f.  A  French  inanuicript  >  of  that  time 
mentions  a  circumftance,  no  where  elib  fo  particularly  recorded, 
viz,  that  King  Henry  loft  his  baggage,  even  to  his  crown  and 
jewels;  a  great  body  of  peafants  having  forced  the  Engli^ 
camp,  during  the  heat  of  the  engagement.  Father  Daniel  fays, 
very  judicioufly,  that  nothing  but  arrogance,  imprudence,  and 
temerity,  were  vifible  in  the  conduA  of  the  French  ;  whereas 
the  Engliih  behaved  with  the  utmoft  coolnefs  and  addreis,  as 
well  as  the  moft  determined  valour  K  After  this  viAory,  the 
king  continued  his  march  to  Calais,  and  in  a  fhort  time  pafTed 
into  England  with  the  chief  of  his  prifoners :  the  next  year  the 
French  had  leifure  to  recover  themielves  a  little,  notwitbftand- 
ing  a  new  misfortune  that  befel  them,  little  inferior  to  that  of 
the  lofs  of  this  battle ;  for  the  duke  of  Burgundy  pufhed  his 
refentment  fo  far,  as  to  make  a  treaty  with  King  Henry,  and  to 
acknowledge  him  for  king  of  FraiKe;  as  appears  by  his  letters 
and  treaties,  which  are  prefervcd  in  Mr*  Rymer's  moft  valuable 
colleAion  K 

,  The  firft  attempt  of  the  French,  for  the  repair  of  their  late 
diihonour,  was  their  befieging  Harfluer  by  land  and  fea.  Inr 
order  to  this,  they  made  a  treaty  with  the  Genoefe  ;  whp,  in 

«  Hiftoiredc  Fnooc,  torn.  v.  p.  541 »  54»*  ^  Thon.  de  Etmbum* 

cap.  zkvii— xxix.  Titi  Liv.  v.  p.  17—10.  The  Batayll  of  Agyak  Corcc,  iia 
andciK  MS.  in  rhime  in  chcCutton  library.  VitcUiua,  O.  xii.  11.  fol.  2x4.  Me- 
zeray,  Siowc,  &c. 

S  Thia  MS.  ia  of  rhofe  timh,  and  ia  In  the  library  of  the  Abbe  BaIuzc.  It 
fcemt  to  be  a  kind  of  faAum  for  the  feigneur  de  Gancourt,  againA  ctve  feigneiNr 
d*£coiiCcville.  The  forner  of  ibcTe  gentiemen  waa  taken  in  Harfleur ;  and,  t«» 
procare  his  liberty,  traced  out  the  cSe€t»  hcloDgiag  to  the  kiog»  fo  that  moA  (vf 
ihem  were  recovered. 

^  Mifti^iic  4c  Fiance,  ton.  v.  p.  546.  I  f  gedora^  ▼•!•  is. 
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confideratlon  of  large  fubfidies,  fornifhed  them  with  a  veiy  coiis 
fiderabk  fleets  in  which  were  miny  vefiels  of  an  extraordinary 
£ze :  by  the  fame  prevailing  argument,  the  French  alfo  drew 
confiderable  fuccours  from  the  king  of  Caftile ;  and  having  thus 
raiied  for  the  prefent  a  grea^  maritime  force,  they  attempted 
Southampton  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  but  without  fuccefs ;  after 
which  their  fleet  returned  again  to  the  Gege,  or  rather  blockade 
of  Harfleun  The  place  was  gallantly  defended  by  the  earl  of 
Corfet,  whom  the  king  had  appointed  governor  there  i  but  at 
lafl:  he  was  brought  to  fucjpi  ftraits,  that  ii^ithout  reUef  it  wa& 
evident  the  town  muft  base  been  loft.  King  Henry  direAcd^ 
therefore,  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  mea  to  be  draWti  toge^ 
ther ;  and  having  embarked  them  on  board  a  fleet  of  four  hun- 
dred fail,  fent  them  under  his  brother  Johui  duke  of  Bedibrdj 
to  attack  the  French  navy.  This  fervice  he  performed  with 
icourage  and  conduA ;  for  having  gained  the  advantage  of  the 
wind,  he  attacked  the  French  with  fuch  vigour,  that  after  H 
long  and  bloody  difpute  he  entirely  defeated  them ;  taking  or 
iinking  five  hundred  fail,  and  amongft  them  three  of  thofe  large 
ihips  which  had  been  fumiOicd  by  the  Genoefe,  and  which,  by 
the  French  and  their  Italian  allied,  it  was  believed  the  Englifil 
would  not  have  had  courage  enough  to  engage.'  Not  long 
after,  the  French  army  retired  from  before  Harfleur,  and  the 
earl  of  Dorfet  with  his  garrifon,  which  was  now  reiififorcedj 
made  excurfions  through  all  Normandy  ^.  In  14179  the  earl 
of  Huntingdon  being  fent  to  fea  with  a  (Irong  f<)uadron,  mei 
with  the  united  fleets  of  France  and  Genoa,  which  he  fought 
and  defeated,  though  they  were  much  fuperior  to  him,  not  otl- 
ly  in  number,  but  in  the  ftrength  and  fize  of  their  (hips ;  taking 
the  baftard  of  Bourbon,  who  was  the  French  admiral^  prifoner, 
with  four  large  Genoefe  fliips,  and  on  board  them  a  quarter's 
pay  for  the  whole  navy :  fo  great  in  thofe  days,  and  fo  well  di- 
reftcd,  too,  was  the  Englifli  power  at  iea  <  t 

There  being  now  fufEcient  fecurity  for  the  fafe  landing  of 
troops  in  France,  the  king,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  began  cd 

k  Thorn,  de  Elibham^  cap.  xxz.  Tit.  Lir«  p^  ^S'^'V'  1^*  'W'a'ftnghatti*  p. 
SP4.  S.  Dapleix,  torn,  ii.  p.  jtp,  Mczcny,  torn,  iii*  p.  i^.  P.  Daniel,  too^ 
V.  p.  5f  I,  55%.  '  Thorn,  de  Eimham,  cap.  txxvi.     T.  Otrerbourae^ 

f .  %:9.    Stowe,  p.  353.    Holiitgftisd,  vol.  ii.  p.  rsS- 
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make  oiighty  preparations  for  pai&ng  the  feaj  with  fuch  in  artaj 
as  Ynight  fpetdily  and  effectually  decide  the  fate  of  this  difpQte^ 
hj  giving  him  the  poficfllon  of  that  country,  as  well  as  the  ti« 
tie.  As  he  was  a  more  prudent  undertaker  in  thefe  matters^ 
than  any  of  his  pfedeceilbrsi  and  bid  infinitely  fairer  for  both 
getting  and  keeping  the  French  crown  than  they  ever  did,  it 
will  be  proper  to  give  a  fuccinA  detail  of  this  grand  expedition ; 
the  ratheir  becauie  it  has  a  near  connedlion  with  our  fubjeft,  the 
dodiinion  of  the  (ea.  His  army  confifled  in  part  of  troops  in  his 
own  immediate  pay^  and  in  part  of  forces  raifed  by  his  barons. 
Of  the  firfl  there  were  16,400  men ;  of  the  latter  pt  127  }  and 
of  this  tLf  my  about  a  fourth  part  was  horfe.  To  tranfport  them 
from  t)over)  a  navy  was  prepared  of  1500  fhips,  of  which  two 
were  very  remarkable*  They  fcem  to  have  been  both  admirals, 
and  were  equally  adorned  with  purple  fails,  embroidered  with 
the  arms  of  England  and  France :  one  was  flyled  the  King's 
Chamber^  the  othek*  his  Hall ;  from  whence  it  plainly  appears, 
that  be  affe6led  to  keep  his  court  upon  the  fea,  and  to  make  no 
difference  between  his  palace  and  his  ihips  royal.  They  embark- 
^  on  July  28,  and  lan<}ed  in  Normandy  Auguft  i  ».  As  foon 
as  the  army  was  fafely  debarked,  he  difxniiTed  the  fleet,  keeping 
only  a  few  fmall  vefTels  for  tranfporting  his  artillery,  which  Ihew- 
ed,  that  be  did  not  intend  to  return  haflily,  and  before  his  bu« 
iinefs  was  half-iinifhed,  into  England.  Before  the  end  of  the 
year,  he  totally  fubdued  Normandy  and  a  great  part  of  the  ad- 
jacent countries.  As  fail  as  he  reduced  the  great  cities,  he  put 
garrifons  into  them :  fuch  of  the  French  as  fubmitted  he  received 
Into  bb  proteAion ;  but)  where  he  became  mafter  of  countries 
by  fdrce^  he  beftowed  the  lands  in  them,  as  he  thought  fit,  for 
the  encouragement  of  Engliih  adventurers ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of 
two  years  more,  he  by  a  flow  and  regular  war  reduced  the  great- 
•^r  part  of  France  to  his  obedience,  and  at  length  forced  the  un- 
fortunate monarch  Charles  YI.  to  beg  a  peace  almoft  upon  any 
terms  ^  ;  a  thing  that  none  of  his  anceflors  had  been  able  to  ac*- 
complifh,  and  which  this  king  chiefly  performed  by  awing  his 
enemies  with  fleets  on  their  coafts,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  in- 

"»  Thorn,  de  Ettnbam,  cap.  xxxviii.  Tit.  Li  v.  p.  31—33.  T.  Otterboarrrt, 
p.  179.  Fibian,  p.  396.  Hall,  fol.  13.  b.  Grafton,  p.  454.  °  P.  j£ray}c, 
p,  617,  618.     GigaiD,  p.  Aoo.     Dupleixy  com.  ii.  p.  75;. 
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vaded  their  countries  by  land ;  as  appears  in  the  larger  hiftories 
of  his  life,  by  us  often  quoted,  and  in  the  Engliih  coUe£tio&s 
from  them,  publUhed  by  Godwin  in  his  hiftory  of  the  life  and 
reign  of  this  viftorious  king. 

By  this  treaty,  dated  May  21,  1420,  King  Henry's  title  to  the 
crown  of  France  was  acknowledged  by  general  confent;  and, 
on  ac^count  of  his  efpouiing  the  Princefs  Catharine,  daughter  to 
Charles  VL  it  was  ftipulated,  that  he  (hould  be  declared  heir 
of  France  after  the  deceafe  of  King  Charles,  and,  on  account  of 
his  weaknefs  and  infirmity  of  mind,  (hould  govern  the  kingdom^ 
during  his  life-time,  with  the  title  of  Regent^'.  As  for  the  dau- 
phin, he  was  declared  incapable  of  fucceeding  to  the  crown,  and 
sifterwards,  on  a  civil  profecution,  he  was  attainted  and  con- 
vifted  for  the  murder  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  (upon  the  prece- 
dent fet  in  attainting  King  John),  rendered  incapable  of  all  fiic- 
celTions,  particularly  that  of  the  kingdom  of  France,  asni  was 
alfo  adjudged  to  perpetual  baniihmentP.  The  two  kings,  Hen- 
ry and  Charles,  with  their  two  queens  and  a  fplendid  com^,  con- 
tinued, for  fomc  time  after  thefe  regulations  were  made,  at  Pa- 
ris :  from  thence  King  Henry  went  into  Normandy,  where  he 
held  an  affembly  of  the  ftates ;  and  then  pafEng  through  Picardy 
to  Calais,  he  came  to  Dover,  with  his  new  queen,  on  Feb.  2> 
1421  '.  The  intent  of  this  journey  is  very  truly  ftated  by  the 
French  hiftorians,  who  fay,  that  it  was  purely  to  obtain  a  frcfh 
fupply  of  treafure  and  men,  his  wars  having  already  exhauftcd 
all  that  before  this  time  had  been  tranfported  thither':  a  cir- 
curiiftance  worthy  of  attention ! 

As  foon  as  the  king^s  deHgo  was  anfwered,  and  he  had  ob- 
tained, notwithftandtng  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  kingdom,  a 
very  large  fum  of  money,  he  immediately  recruited  his  army, 
and,  having  ordered  a  confiderable  fleet  to  be  drawn  together, 
pafTed  over  mto  France,  leaving  queen  Catharine  behind  big 
with  child.   The  Dauphin  Charles  had  ftill  a  confideraUe  party, 

^  Thom.  cfc  Elmham,  cap.  kc— xcii.  Tir.  I/iv,  p.  85.  acfcq.  Mrxeray,  vol.  iii. 
p.  109.  Le  Gendre,  torn.  iii.  p.  62a,  Rymer*s  loed^ra,  torn.  ix.  p.  394.  Stowr, 
p.  ^60.     HoHngfhed,  vol.  ii.  p.  573.     Speed,  p.  641.  P  See  remark « 

on  this  treaty,  and  on  Kinjr  Henry's  ctufin^  coin  to  be  (Vruck.  on  which  he  H 
ftvled  Rex  Francornm.  Hiftutre  de  F'rance  par  Pete  Darriel,  torn.  v.  p.  c8;» 
i;«5.  «  Thnro.  de  Klmham,  cap.  cviii.  cix.  Ti«.  Liv.  p.  51.  Chrcc,  GoJ- 
lljvlan,  p.  J 43.  '  Mezcuy,  torn.  Iii.  p.  ifi, 
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many  ftrong  towns,  as  well  as  fome  large  provinces,  nnder  hU 
obedience,  and,  during  King  Henry's  ftay  in  England,  had  ac- 
quired both  power  and  reputation,  by  defeating  a  great  part 
of  the  Englifh  army,  killing  the  duke  of  Clarence,  and  fevcral 
other  peribns  of  great  diftin£kion,  on  the  fpot ;  which  moved 
King  Henry  at  his  return  to  ufe  his  utmoft  diligence  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war,  that  the  kingdom  might  be  intircly  redu- 
ced, and  the  dauphin  co'mpelled  to  withdraw  for  his  perfonal 
iafety  into  Italy*.  While  he  was  thus  employed,  the  queeo, 
who  remained  at  Windfor,  brought  him  a  fon,  and,  as  foon  as 
flic  was  able  to  travel,  followed  him  into  France,  where  (he  had 
an  interview  with  her  father  at  Paris,  in  which  city  both  courts 
continued  for  fome  time :  but  the  king,  ever  vigilant  and  active, 
in  the  month  of  June  took  the  field  in  order  to  railc  the  fiege  of 
Cofne  on  the  Loire,  before  which  the  dauphin  lay.  In  this  ex^* 
pedition  he  harafled  himftlf  Co  much,  that  he  found  a  great  al- 
teration in  his  hcaltii,  which  hitherto  had  been,  apparently  at 
leaft,  almoft  unprejudiced  by  his  fatigues.  Through  his  want  of 
reft,  and  ftill  continuing  an  afliduous  application  to  bufinefs,  an 
inflammatory  fever  followed,  which  proved  fatal  to  him  at  Vin- 
cennes,  the  French  writers  fay,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  our  au- 
thors, on  the  laft  of  Auguft,  1422  ^  He  enjoyed  his  fenfes^o 
the  very  lad,  and  died  with  as  much  glory  as  he  lived,  employ- 
ing his  laft  breath  in  giving  fuch  direftions  as  were  neceflary  for 
the  fafety  of  both  his  kingdoms ;  and  experience  fhewed,  that 
if  his  rules  had  been  ftriflly  and  fteadily  purfued,  his  family 
might  have  been  as  much  indebted  for  the  pfeferyation  of  France 
to  his  wifdom,  as  they  were  for  the  poifefTion  thereof  to  his  cou- 
rage and  conduft.  He  was  indifputabty  one  of  the  beft  and 
greateft,  as  well  as  braveft  princes  that  ever  At  on  the  Englifli 
throne,  and  would  in  all  probability  have  provided  efTcAually 
for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  his  Englilh  fubje£ls,  if  he  had 
lived  to  finiHi  his  wars.  As  it  was,  he  performed  a  great  deal 
in  fo  ihort  a  reign  as  nine  years  and  a  half,  confidering  alfo, 

•  Thorn,  de  Elmham,  cap.  cxvii.  &  fcq.  Tit.  Lit.  p.  9s.  T.  Walfingham» 
p.  404.  l\  jEmyle,  p.  618.  Gaguin,  p.  xoi.  Mczeray,  torn.  iii.  p.  xij.  P.  Da^ 
aiel,  torn.  v.  p.  593,  594.  ^  T.  WaKingham,  p,  407,    Thorn,  de  £lm* 

l}aiB,  cap.  cxzvii.  Tic.  Liv.  p.  95.  W.  WyrceOer.  annal.  p.  455.  Dupicijr, 
tu^i*  U.  p.  754«     Mczcray,  lom.  iiL  p.  114.     Stowc,  p.  lii.     Speed,  p«  ^48. 
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fhat  be  ws^  b^t  in  the  thirtjr-fourth  year  of  his  age  when  hq 
ilied. 

It  m^y  I)e  fuppofed|  that  the  dqminion  of  the  fea  wa9  folly 
naiiitained  under  fo  enterprising  a  prince^  and  one  who  was  Iq 
remarljLably  jealous  of  his  rights  ^  I  fay,  this  might  have  beci^ 
>!rell  fuppofed^  though  there  bad  beeq  no  e:^prcis  evidence 
qf  it ;  whichj  howeycr,  i$  far  from  being  wanting.  He  took 
pccaiion  to  haye  his  tide  and  authority  in  this  refpeA  mentioae4 
in  the  preambles  to  n(k^  of  parl^amex^t  ^  |  he  inaintai^cd  ftrong 
f(]uadron$  ^t  fea  and  on  the  coaQs,  humbled  all  the  maritime 
powers  of  Europe  in  hi9  time  on  account  of  the  fuccours  the; 
gave  the  Frpnch,  aqd  thereby  drew  great  advantages  to  his  fub? 
jcfts;  cfpecially  from  the  trade  of  Flanders,  whjchji  by  a  clofc 
alliance  with  the  duke  of  burgundy,  he  in  a  manqer  abfolutely 
fecured  ta  them.  Yet,  for  all  this,  the  nation  was  es^cefliTcly 
diftreSed,  as  weU  through  the  interruption  of  foreign  commerce^ 
as  by  the  iaxmenfe  taxes  levied  upon  them  for  the  fuppprt  of  his 
wars ;  infomiich  that,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  hi^  chanr 
^ellor  bewailed  to  him  in  parliament  the  feeblenef^  and  poven  j 
of  the  pqoplci  as  himfelf  exprefled  It,  and  besought  him  to  appl^ 
the  only  remedy  which  could  preferve  them  from  ruin,  a  fpeedy 
peaces  and  putting  a  ftop  tq  his  e^^pences,  which  the  ^ng  pro^ 
inifed ;  and  indeed,  he  could  not  but  be  fenfihle  of  the  truth  of 
yhat  the  chanceUor  faid,  fince  he  had  been  obliged  to  pawn  ht^ 
own  imperial  crown  of  gold  to  Henry,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  £o^ 
what  in  thefe  days  would  be  chqught  a  very  inconiiderabk  fam 
of  money  ^.  All  this  he  did  to  obtain  his  French  dominions^ 
which,  in  his  Ton's  time,  the  wiiefk  men  in  England  though^ 
more  expedient  to  lofe  than  keep,  time  and  experience  having 
always  juflified  this  fundamental  maxim  of  Englilh  policy,  that 
the  fubje^ts  wealth  can  have  no  other  fource  than  trade,  and  the 
majeRy  of  the  crown  no  better  fupport  than  a  firm  trtift  in  the 
people's  Iqye,  and  in  confequence  of  their  exte^flve  commerce^ 
z  conflant  as  ^ell  as  a  fupcrior  power  at  fea.  This  is  the 
voice  of  nature  in  making  our  country  an  ifland,  the  di^tes  of 
found  rcafon,  which  fliews,  that  all  force  is  leffencd  by  an  un- 
wcccflATy  extenfion,  and  the  kubn  caught  us  not  only  byour  hiC- 

u   Scliln»'s  rrnrc  r'aiAim.  ]\h.  u   cap.  ixlii.  *•   5*r  R  ibcrt  Cutton*s  tii> 
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(ofjr  in  general,  but  by  the  occurrencct  under  every  reign;  the 
leader,  ihereforen  muft  not  be  fiirprifed  to  find  me  ft'equeotly 
foculcatipg  what  ought  4wap  to  be  reQienbered,  and  what  at 
f;very  ti|rn>  uQtwithf^4iflgi  we  are^i  alas  I  but  top^  too  apt  to 
forget, 

H'EN&T  VI,  from  the  place  of  hisbirtht  ftyled  Henry  of 
Windfor,  fucceeded  his  father  before  he  was  a  yeav  oidi  under 
(he  tuition  of  his  uncles,  all  men  of  great  eiperience  and  abiT 
iitics  ».  Of  thcfe,  Humphrey  duke  of  GJoMceflcr  was  protec- 
tor of  England,  U'hooias  duke  of  Exeter  had  the  cuflody  of 
iJie  king's  perfon,  and  Jphn  duke  of  Bedford  wa&  regent  of 
France.  It  was  not  long  before  Henry  became  king  pf  France 
9S  well  as  of  England  -^  for  the  French  king  Charles  VL  dying 
pn  0£^ber  21,  1422,  he  was  proclaimed  at  ^aris,  though  the 
f  rench  immediately  owned  the  dauphin,  who  was  now  called 
Charles  VII.  y.  In  the  beginning  of  his  re'^n,  things  went  bet* 
ter  than  could  well  have  bpen  expeded  under  an  infant  prince  | 
for  Humphrey  duk^  of  Glouceder  took  care  to  fupply  his  bro^ 
tber  in  France  both  with  money  zx\d  fnen ;  and  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford on  his  fide,  taking  all  imagmahle  methods  to  preierve  the 
friendfhip  of  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Brittany,  maintained 
himfelf  by  their  aiTiilaoce  in  the  poflelfion  of  all  the  dominions 
which  were  left  to  his  fon  by  King  Henry  Y..  and,,  if  the  fame 
union  h^d  continued,  muft  have  conftantly  prtiferved  chem  1^  for 
the  French  king,  Charles,  was  never  ftrong  enough  to  have  dealt 
-yrith  fuch  confederates :  but  it  was  nqt  long  before  this  harmony 
was  diffolyed.  The  duke  of  Glouccfter,  who  was  protcftor  of 
England,  took  Jaqueline,  duchefs  of  Hainault,  from  her  huf^ 
band  the  duke  of  Brabant,  married  her,  and,  in  her  right,  pre* 
tended  to  j^rge  doxpinions  in ,  the  Low  Countries,  which  he 
fought  tp  recover  by  the  help  of  an  Englifli  fleet  and  army. 
Thefe  meafures  difgufted  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  was  ex- 
tremely concerned  for  what  had  happened  to  his  confin  the  duke 
pf  Brabant,  and,  refenting  his  ill  ufage  and  difhonour,  became 
thenceforward  difaffecled  to  t^xe  Englifii,  and  (hprtly  after  totally 

>  Thorn,  de  Elmbam,  cap.  csxix.  Tit.  Liv.  p.  95,  Chron.  Godftjv'an«  p.  141. 
T.  Wairmnham,  p.  407.  ^  Dnpleii,  torn.  ii.  p.  ts6.  Mczcray,,  torn,  iii. 

p,  115.    Le  GeiMlre^  tocQ.  iv.  p.  i.   Scowe,  p.  303.    Speed,  p.  551. 
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defcrtcd  them  *.  On  November  6,  1429,  King  Henry  was 
crowned  king  in  England ;  and  in  the  latter  end  of  1430,  he 
was  crowned  king  of  France  at  Paris,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years :  yet,  during  that  fpace,  his  affairs  rather  declined 
than  amended ;  and  after  his  departure,  and  the  death  of  his 
uncle,  the  wife  and  brave  duke  of  Bedford,  which  happened  ia 
1435,  they  fell  into  a  rapid  decay,  fo  that  they  grew  daily  worfe 
and  worfe  *. 

In  the  fucceeding  year  the  duke  of  York  was  named  regent  of 
France :  but,  being  hated  by  many  of  the  great  men  in  England, 
he  was  fo  difappointed  in  the  fupplies  which  he  (hould  have 
carried  over  into  that  kingdom,  that,  before  his  arrival,  Paris 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  alfo, 
in  the  month  of  July,  laid  fiege  to  the  town  of  Calais  with  very 
'  great  forces,  which  obliged  the  Lord  Protedor  to  think  of  relie- 
ving it  from  England:  accordingly  he  raifed  a  potent  army, 
]which  he  embarked  on  board  a  fleet  of  500  fail,  and,  landing 
near  Calais,  marched  direftly  to  fight  the  enemy.  The  Fle- 
mings, however,  raifed  the  fiege  precipitately,  and  retired  into 
their  own  territories,  whither  the  regent  purfued  them  with  hi5 
army;  and,  after  living  in  the  country  at  difcretion  for  feme  time, 
he  returned  again  into  England^.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1437,  the  earl  of  Warwick  was  fent  regent  into  France,  in 
the  room  of  the  duke  of  York,  and,  which  is  very  remarkable, 
was  (hipped  and  unfhipp^d  feven  times,  before  he  made  his 
voyage :  he  dying  fliortly  after,  the  duke  of  York  was  fent  again 
in  his  place,  where,  notwithftanding  thefe  fupplies,  the  Englifh 
affairs  continually  declined;  fo  that  in  1445  ^  P«ace  was  con- 
cluded, and  King  Henry  was  content,  on  very  mean  conditions, 
to  marry  a  French  princefs,  whofe  name  was  Margaret,  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  much  to  the  dilpleafure  of  the 
nation,  and  which  was  attended  with  the  worft  confequenccs 
imaginable.  A  lingering  war,  and  an  infidious  peace,  had  de- 
prived the  Englifh  of  all  their  conquefts  in  France,  except  Calais, 
and  a  very  few  other  places  ;  and,  though  the  nation  was  fend- 

2  Dupleix,  torn.  ii.  p.  784*  785-     Mczeray,  Com.  tii.  p.  23^,  137.    Le  Ges- 
drr,  tern.  iv.  p.  6,  *  Chron.  Oodlioyian,  p.  145.     W.  Wyrccfler.  UMsi. 

p.  455—457.     Cooper'*  chronicle,  p.  a58,  15 9.  ^  P.  jflEmylc,  p,  Cx^ 

•is.  Gaguin,  p.  1X7,  »x8.  Daplcix,  torn.  ii.  p.  8xo<-8x2.  Polydor.  Virga, 
lib.  xxiii,  p.  tf  1^,  tf  10. 
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ble  of  the  mighty  expence  which  attended  the  keeping  thcm^ 
yet  they  faw  with  grief  the  lofs  of  cities  and  provinces  pur- 
chafed,  and  fo  dearly !  with  the  blood  and  the  treafure  alfo  of 
their  anceftors  ^. 

The  French  were  not  content  with  this ;  but,  having  ftill  la 
view  the  reduftion  of.  the  Englifli  power,  they  meditated,  even 
in  a  time  of  peace,  a  defcent  upon  this  kingdom,  which  they  af- 
terwards executed*  As  this  is  a  matter  chiefly  rcfpefting  the 
naval  hiftory  of  England,  I  think  myfelf  not  on)y  at  liberty,  but 
even  obliged,  to  fet  it  in  the  cleareft  light.  The  reigning  French 
king,  Charles  VII.  was  without  queftion  one  of  the  wifeft  men, 
and  one  of  the  ableft  princes  of  his  age :  he  faw  with  terror  the 
Englifh  power  at  fea,  and  with  fhame  bis  own  incapacity  to  dif- 
pute  therewith.  In  order  to  remedy  this,  he  made  a  treaty,  o£- 
feifive  and  defenfive,  with  Chriftiern  L  king  of  Denmark,  by 
virtue  of  which  that  prince  was  obliged  to  fumiih  him,  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  with  at  leaft  forty  good  fhips,  and  between  6x 
and  feven  thoufand  men,  to  be  employed  againft  England :  yet^ 
by  another  article  in  this  treaty,  this,  for  which  alone  it  was 
made,  was  entirely  defeated.  The  French  king  had  engaged, 
that  the  then  king  of  Scots  ihould  give  fatisfa£tion  to  the  Danes, 
with  whom  he  had  long  had  a  difference ;  and,  not  being  able 
to  bring  this  to  bear,  the  Danes  refufed  to  furnifli  any  auxilia- 
ries. In  the  mean  time  the  queen  of  England,  like  a  true  French 
woman,  had  entered  into  a  fecret  negociation  with  the  king  of 
Scots ;  and,  finding  that  he  was  like  to  be  too  hard  prefled  by 
the  Englifh,  (he  thought  a  French  invafion  might  at  once  fervc 
her  purpofes,  and  lave  her  friends.  With  this  view  fhe  applied 
herfelf  to  her  relations  in  France,  who  cafily  prevailed  upon  the 
court  to  enter  into  this  meafure.  A  fleet  accordingly  was  fitted 
out  in  Normandy,  and  in  the  month  of  Augufl  1557,  they  made 
a  defeent  on  the  coaf^  of  Kent,  and  debarked  1 800  men  about 
two  leagues  from  Sandwich^  to  which  place  they  had  orders 
to  march  by  land,  while  the  fleet  attacked  it  by  fea.  We 
have  a  very  circumflantial  relation  of  this  whole  affair  in  Fa- 
ther Daniel's  hiflory,  and  indeed  I  think  a  more  diflindl  ac- 
count than  any  I  have  met  with  of  the  like  nature  in  our  hifto- 
rians.     He  owns,  however,  that  the  Englifh,  notwithflanding 

c  Rjrmd-'s  Aedera,  tj!.  xi.  p.  sg»    Stowc,  p.  3S3.  HoHn^Hied,  vol.  ii.  p.  (24. 
Speed,  p.  C5i. 
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their  being  furpriied,  defended  tfaenxfdtes  with  incompanible 
Talour,  and  chat,  though  the  town  wai  burnt  and  pillaged  at  laft^ 
yet  it  coft  a  great  deal  of  blood,  which  might  perhaps  balance 
the  booty  acquired  by  it.  The  reSe£lion  he  makes  upon  it  is  a 
Kttlc  partial.  ^  '<  Thus/'  fays  he,  **  a  prince,  whom  the  Englifh 
•«  thirty  years  before  called  in  contempt  king  6f  Bourges,  was 
^  now  powerful  enough  to  infult  them  in  their  own  iiland,  and 
«<  to  menace  their  country  with  the  fame  mifchiefe  which  they 
<<  had  heretofore  brought  upon  France  **."  As  if  there  had  been 
no  diflFcrcnce  between  furprifingthc  town  of  Sandwich j  that  wa§ 
quitted  the  next  day,  and  the  gaining  pofleflion  of  Paris,  and 
keeping  it  for  many  years*  Howc?er>  his  zeal  for  his  country 
may  well  excufe  a  greater  error  than  this.- 

The  French  made  alfo  fome  other  attempts  upon  the  toaft^ 
and  the  Scots  entered  and  plundered  the  borders  * :  but  thefe  ac- 
cidents, far  from  producing  the  effcfts  which  the  queen  and  her 
partisans  expeftcd,  ferved  only  to  heighten  that  general  difaffec- 
tion  which  now^began  to  difcover  itfelf,  and  from  whence  it  was 
but  too  vifible,  that  the  councils  of  this  French  queen  would  un* 
do  the  pious,  innocent,  well-meaning  prince  her  hufband.  The 
favourers  of  the  houfe  of  York  had  with  infinite  pains  cultivat- 
ed an  intcreftwith  the  fea-faring  people,  and  amongft  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  Ireland.  The  former  they  perfuaded  that  all  attend 
tion  to  the  coafts  was  negle£led,  and  into  the  latter  they  infufed 
the  ftrongeft  refentment  of  their  preftnt  oppreffions  and  apprc- 
henGons  of  final  deftruftion.  The  famous  earl  of  Warwick^ 
the  then  great  fupport  of  the  houfe  of  York,  had  procured 
himf(ilf  to  be  made  admiral ;  and  to  (hew  his  diligence  in  that 
office,  and  his  concern  for  the  Englifli  honour,  caufed  ieveral 
fquadrons  to  put  to  fea,  to  the  officers  of  which  he  gave  fuch  in- 
ftruftions  as  he  thought  proper.  One  of  thefe  fquadrons,  on  Tri- 
nity Sunday  1458,  fell  in  with  the  Spanifh  fleet,  who  treatiog 
them  as  enemies,  they  quickly  and  warmly  returned  their  hofti- 
lities,  and  after  a  long  and  fharp  difpute  took  fix  of  their  (hips^ 
laden  with  iron  and  other  merchandize,  and  either  funk  or  drove 
on  fliore  twenty-fix  more  ^ •     This  exploit  many  of  our  hiflori* 

d  p.  Daniel,  tome  vi.  p.  191.     Fabian,  p.  461,     Hall,  fol.  8S.  a.     Grafton, 
p.  6io.      c  DupleijT)  tome  ii.  Buchanan,  lib.  xu  Hall,  fol.  89.  b.  f  t^a- 

h'ua,  p.  4^4.    Stowe,  p.  404.     Speed,  p.  tftfS. 

ana 


b»  k  E  NR  T   VI.  ai7 

MS  cofifoohd  with  that  which  follows,  and  which  was  rubfe* 
quent  thereto  m  poiiit  of  time.  Though  we  cannot  exaAIy  fix 
its  dale,  jtt  by  a  certain  circumftance^  it  unqueftionably  appears 
thqr  were  diftind  enterprizcs,  the  former  being  performed  only 
hf  Skips  of  the  earl  of  Warwick^  whereas  the  latter  was  hj 
hiax  aftchieired  in  perfon  *• 

TTltts  great  nbUeman  had,  hy  authority  of  parliament,  been 
appoimed  captain  of  Cabis ;  but  the  queen  having,  with  mucb 
artifice  and  latt^y*  drawn  him  to  court,  thought  to  batre  pre- 
vented his  gbing  back  to  his  charge  by  procuring  him  to  be 
faddehly  murdered.  An  attempt  of  this  fort  was  adually  made 
io  ihe  palace,  from  which  the  earl  narrowly  efcaped,  and  flying 
imrocdtatdy  to  a  little  veflbl  he  hid  in  the  river,  he  therein 
trani^orted  himfeif  to  Calais,  where  he  had  a  very  ftrong  fqua« 
dron  of  ftout  ihips.  With  fourteen  fail  of  thefe,  he  fhortly  af- 
ter pot  to  fea.  In  order  to  fcoor  the  coafts,  and  to  hinder  the 
^ueen  from  receiving  any  fiiccours  from  France,  as  alfo  to  aldy 
if  occafion  /hould  fo  require,  the  duke  of  York  and  his  party. 
It  fo  fdl  out^  that>  fatting  through  the  channel,  he  met  with  five 
very  hurge  ihips,  richly  laden  t  three  of  thefe  were  Genocfe, 
and  two  Spanifli :  he  attacked  them,  though  they  were  exceed- 
ingly well  provided  both  with  men  and  ammunition,  as  appear- 
ed by  their  defending  themfelves  two  days ;  at  length,  however, 
they  were  beaten^  two  efcaping  by  flight,  and  the  other  three 
falling  into  his  hands  were  carried  into  Calais,  where  their  car- 
goes, vahied  at  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  were  convert- 
ed into  money  to  the  great  profit  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
place*  In  this  engagement  the  earl  loft  about  fifty  men,  and 
the  enemy  near  a  thoufand  \ 

Thenceforward  there  were  fcarce  any  meafurcs  kept;  the 
dake  of  York  retiring  into  Ireland,  and  many  of  the  principal 
nobility  to  Calais,  where  the  earl  of  Warwick  ftill  kept  a  great 
-fleet,  and  had  befides  fuch  an  intereft  in  all  the  fea-faring  peo- 
ple of  England,  that  the  king  found  it  impoffible  to  make  ufe 
€ven  of  the  little  naval  power  that  remained,  againft  this  form!' 
dable  lord.    The  queen,  however,  fent  down  the  Lord  Rivers 

S  Gomptre  the  accounts  gWeo  hj  Mr.  Borchct  tnd  Echard  wnh  tbat  of  RapiiSj 
and  with  the  relation  of  the  fucceediog  ftory  in  Holinglbed. 
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to  Sandwich^  with  dire^lions  to  equip  as  ftrong  a  fquadnm  » 
he  poflibly  could,  in  order  to  deprive  the  earl  of  Warwick  of 
his  government  of  Calais:  but  when  thefe  (hips  were  almoft 
ready,  the  earl  fent  Sir  John  Dinebam,  an  officer  of  his,  who 
iiirprifed  this  fquadron  in  port,  and  not  only  carried  away  all 
their  (hips,  but  alfo  their  commander,  Richard  Iiord  Rivers,  and 
Anthony  Woodville  his  Ton,  who  remained  long  priibners  at  Ca- 
lais i*  After  this,*  one  Sir  Baldwin  Fulfbrd  undertook  to  bum 
the  earl's  fleet  in  the  haven  of  Calais,  which  quicUy  appeared 
to  be  but  a  vdn  enterprize.  At  laft,  the  duke  of  Exeter  bdng 
made  admiral,  and  having  information  that  the  earl  of  War- 
wick was  failed  with  his  fleet  intd  Ireland,  ftood  to  fea  with  the 
royal  navy  to  intercept  him ;  but  when  the  earl  of  Warwick^s 
fleet  appeared,  the  failors  on  board  the  king's  (hewed  fo  much 
coldnefs,  that  it  was  not  judged  fafe  to  fight :  and  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  on  the  other  hand,  being  tender  of  the  lives  of  his 
countrymen,  and  unwilling  to  deftroy  any  of  the  king's  fleet, 
p&iTed  by  without  molefting  them.  But  he  did  not  afterwards 
ihew  the  fame  moderation,  when,  on  an  invitation  from  the 
Kentifh  men,  he  refolved  to  make  a  de(cent  in  their  country : 
for  Sir  Simon .  Mountford,  being  then  warden  of  the  cinque- 
ports,  and  lying  with  a  very  (farong  fquadron  at  Sandwich,  to 
oppofe  his  landing,  he  attacked,  defeated,  and  deflrroyed  the 
greatefl:  part  of  them ;  and  amongft  the  reft  Sir  Simon  himfelf 
perifhed*^.  After  this,  little  remarkable  happened,  in  naval  af- 
fairs, during  the  remainder  of  this  long,  but  unfortunate  reign, 
which  ended  ftrangely ;  for,  after  the  duke  of  York  had  been 
defeated  and  killed  in  battle,  his  fon  Edward,  earl  of  March,  by 
the  aOfiftance  of  the  earl  of  Warwick,  made  him(elf  ma():er  of 
the  city  of  London,  where,  by  the  general  confent  of  the  na- 
tion, he  was  acknowledged  for  their  lawful  prince,  and  King 
Henry  depofed,  after  holding,  though  very  unfteadily,  the  Eng- 
lilli  crown  near  thirty-nine  years  '• 

i  FaWan,  p.  4tf  j— 4*7.    Hall,  fol.  pt,    Grafton,  p.  635,  tfjp-  *  Stowc, 
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Lbt  us  DOW  proceed,  as  we  did  at  the  dofe  of  the  laft  chap- 
ter, to  fome  commercial  obfervations  on  events  that  happened 
within  this  period.  Upon  the  great  revolution  in  the  govern- 
ment, made  by  depofing  King  Richard,  and  fetting  up  his  cou- 
£n,  Henry  of  Bolingbroke,  the  parliament  defired  that  the  new 
J^ing  would  reAime  whatever  had  been  profufely  thrown  away, 
eidier  in  the  dotage  of  Edward  HI.  or  by  King  Richard  II.  id 
the  wantonneis  of  his  youth,  and  this  with  a  view  that  the  king 
might  be  the  better  able  to  live  upon  his  own,  without  having 
recourfe  continually  to  impoGtions  upon  his  fubje£b.  This  goo4 
as  well  as  reafonaUe  advice,  however,  had  not  fuch  an  effect  ^ 
wasexpeAed;  for  Henry  IV.  received  freq|uent  fupplies  from 
parliament,  and  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  rdgn,  fuch  a  tax  was 
impofed,  as  to  prevent  the  knowledge  of  it,  or  rather  of  the 
manner  of  raiilng  it  from  coming  to  pofterity ;  the  houfe  of 
commons  dcfired,  that  after  the  accounts  of  fuch  as  had  receiv- 
ied  it  were  once  examined,  they  fhould  be  deftroyed,  that  what 
they  had  beeh  moved  to  by  their  zeal  for  once,  might  not  paft 
into  a  precedent  for  fucceeding  times.  The  great  exportation  of 
wool,  upon  which, /rom  time  to  time,  he  had  conflderable  fub- 
fidies  given  him,  muft  have  made  a  very  large  addition  to  his 
revenue ;  and  in  this  refpe£l,  for  reafons  with  which  we  are  un^ 
acquainted,  he  very  much  favoured  the  Italians,  allowing  them 
%p  export  wool,  paying  no  higher  a  tax  than  bis  own  fubjefb. 

The  coin  in  bis  time  received  no  alteration  whatever*,  but  ia 
the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  he  was  obliged  to  prohibit  a  kind 
of  hafe  coin,  which  had  gained  a  currency  through  his  domi# 
jiions,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  bis  fubjefb.  Thefe  were  brought 
from  abroad,  chiefly  on  board  the  Genoefe  gallies,  and  were 
from  thence  called  Galley-halfpence,  About  two  years  after* 
wards,  he  dire£led  new  money  to  be  coined,  but  precifely  after 
the  old  ftandard,  in  refped  as  well  to  fineneis  as  weight. 

After  all  the  care  and  pains  ufcd  to  fettle  the  revenue  in  the 
former  reign,  by  which,  no  doubt,  it  was  much  improved. 
King  Henry  V*  found  his  income  but  very  limited,  even 
with  the  afliftance  of  his  cuftoms,  the  revenue  of  Wales  and 
Cornwall,  and  the  cafual  profits  arifing  to  the  crown  :  for  ia 
the  third  year  of  his  reign,  it  did  not  amount  to  quite  fifty- feven 
thou£md  pounds  per  annum  i  and  therefore  to  augment  this,  up^ 
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<m  die  petition  of  the  commons,  be  took  ten  tiMMaiittd  peaiub 
z^jeBT  out  of  tlie  penfion^  that  were  then  fiibfifting. 

AU  the  vaft  fupplies  that  he  received  for  canyiQg  ^  liie  ib^u 
^ith  Franceji'  were  fwaUowcd  up  ia  diat  war:  and  the  ahfenoe 
qt  the  kiqg  with  the  priiidpa(  nobility,  the  £Be<{ucftt  enhargo*^ 
upon  ihippiogi  and  the  gradual  dedenfiqn  of  commeroei  tiroag^t 
the  Batiqq  lowers  ^nd  made  the  people  poorer  than  they  bad 
been  at  ^ny  time  within  the  reipemhrance  of  perfom  U^ng  in 
%hH  age.  He  made  yery  few  kwt  tdating  to  trade^  which  I 
do  Qot  mention  at  all  tq  his  difcredit,  but  only  to  fliew  diat 
commerce  was  then  much  funk :  for  when  ^t  was  bri0^  and  live^ 
ly,  petitions  to  parliament  were  freqaent,  and  thefe  were  com- 
monly attended  to^  and  were  of  courfe  followed  with  ftatotes  ^ 
^d  when  any  of  thefe,  a$  it  very  often  happened  from  vcrj 
different  caufes^  were  found  ipconvenientf  they  were  by  neif 
laws  repealed* 

This  monarch  found  it  neccflary,  ipt  the  nin^h  year  of  Ws 
reign,  to  raife  the  value  of  filver  from  two  fhillings  and  a  penary, 
to  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  ounce;  but  it  does  not  appeac 
that  he  debaied  the  coin :  on  the  contrary,  he  prohibited  the 
currency  of  fuikins  and  doitkin^,  nrhich  had  been  brought  in 
by  foreigners.  This  king,  after  his  vi^lory  at  Agincourt,  and 
peace  with  France,  ordered  a  filver  coin  to  be  ftruck,  with  this 
flyle  or  infcription.  Rex  /fngfi^r,  regem  i^  tarej;  fra,^^:  L  #. 
King  of  England,  regent  and  heir  of  France.  A  gold  coin. 
called  a  Jalus  or  falutc,  of  the  alloy  of  ftcrling,  valoe  tweaty- 
4WO  ihilUngs,  with  the  angel  fainting  the  Virgin  Mary  on  one 
fide,  the  one  holding  the  arms  of  England,  and  the  other  the 
arms  of  France,  with  the  king's  titles^  and  Chrijhu  xmcit,  Chr^htt 
fignatj  Chrtfiiis  imperaiy  pn  the  reverfe.  But  in  the  next  reigOj^ 
this  filver  coin,  which  was  called  a  blanch,  or  white  money, 
to  diflinguiih  it  from  the  falus,  or  yellow  money  coined  at  the 
fame  time  in  France^  being  found  not  to  be  fo  fine  as  it  ought 
U>  have  been ;  that  is,  not  of  the  alloy  of  fterling ;  was  alio 
prohibited  by  order  of  the  parliament  in  1423. 

The  reign  of  Henry  VI.  was  a  continued  feries  of  profafion 
and  niifmanagement :  fo  that  when  he  had  fat  upon  the  tbrode; 
twenty-eight  years,  his  ordinary  revenue  was  funk  to  five  thoQ« 
t'^nd  pounds  per  annun^^  and  he  owed  at  that  time  three  faun* 
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drcd  ferenty-two  thoufand  pounds.  This  occafioned  a  refump* 
fioQ  at  the  itqu€ft  ct  the  CDmmons,  a&d  th^  f^mc  remedy  kv 
the  fame  caufes  was  repeated  ©vcr  and  over  again,  but  without- 
any  great  cffe£l.  He  mortgaged  the  cuftoms  of  X^ondon  and 
Southampton,  to  the  Cardinal  of  Wiochefterj^  and  engaged  by 
an  indenture  for  bettering  bis  fecnritj,  to  turn  the  trade  chiefly 
to  thofe  ports.  In  the  thirtyrfirft  year  of  his  reign,  he  feized 
all  the  tii^  at  Southampton,  and  fold  it  ibr  his  own  ufe^  he 
granted  licences  for  foreign  merchants  to  tranfport  wool,  nQt<!> 
.withdanding  the  {^tutes ;  he  raifed  the  price  of  illver  to  three 
fhillings  and  three  biilfpence  an  ounce;  but  it  d6es  not  appear 
that  he  debafed  the  coin,  uplefs  the  making  of  brafs  money  in 
Ireland  ^an  be  &>  called,  which  he  certainly  did. 

It  appears  from  our  records,  ths^t  while  the  houfe  of  Lan^ 
fftfter  poflcfled  the  throne^j  extraordinary  favour  was  ihewri  to 
the  Hanfe-towns,  the  inhabitants  of  which  had  great  privileges 
granted  to  them  here,  and  were  thereby  enabled  to  engrois,  or« 
as  they  ftyled  itj^  to  manage  a  good  part  of  our  trade  *° :  the 
reft  wa£  in  a  manner  abforbed  by  Florentines,  and  other  Ita- 
lians **  \  which  was  partly  owing  to  the  neceflities  of  Henry  V. 
during  his  French  ,wars,  and  partly  alfo  to  the  weak  admini- 
{tration  under  his  fonj,  efpecially  in  the  latter  part  of  bis  reign^ 
when,  through  the  influence  of  the  queen^^  the  intereft  of  fo« 
reigners,  a  fit  intereft  for  an  intriguing  bufy  woman  to  fupportj, 
was  cQnftantly  promoted.  This  pccafioned  frequent  tumults 
4n  the  city  of  London,  and  was  one  great  cauie  of  that  ftranige 
revolution  jn  fayour  of  the  houfe  of  York,  who,  as  we  before 
obferved,  made  their  ^ourt  to  the  people,  by  fliewing  a  flrong 
ayerfion  tq  ftrangen,  and  by  cherifliir^g  the  (eamen,  of  whom 
little  ^ar^  had  been  taken  in  this  laft  reign.  How  things  itw 
ftantiy  changed  softer  King  ^cnry's  depofition,  and  how  the 
£ngli(h  refume^  again  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  will  be  ihewp 
In  the  next  chapter,  from  foreign  writers  as  well  as  our  own. 

*  MoHdf  de  joK  inwitimo,  p.  341.  n  Fabian,  p.  459.     Hall,  rot, 

a>.  b.    Crafton,  Sri>we,  ^Lud  th^  reA  «f  o«r  old  hiftorkjis  3  who  dtfcouHts  ?fiy 
oopioQ^y  on  this  f^bjcA. 
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INCLUDING  A   NEW  AND   ICCDHATK 

NAVAL     HISTORY. 

C   H   A   P.     vn. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  England,  during  the  reigns  of 
Edward  IV,  Edward  V,  and  Richard  III.  of  the 
houfe  of  York. 

Containing  the  Ipace  of  about  25  years. 

ED  WARD  IV.  fon  to  Richard  duke  of  York,  and 
by  his  grandmother  heir  to  Lionel  duke  of  Clarence, 
third  fon  of  King  Edward  III.  and  confequemly  prior 
ID  title  to  the  line  of  Lancafter,  whofe  anceftor  was  Johq  of 
Gaunt,  fourth  fon  to  the  fame  Kmg  Edward^  afiiimed  the 
crown  on  March  4,  X460-61,  being  then  about  twenty  yean 
of  age  '.  He  was  compelled  to  fight  for  his  crown,  before  he 
had  well  put  it  on :  and  though  in  the  battle  of  Towton,  which 
was  fought  on  Palm-Sunday  after  his  acceffion,  he  totally  de- 
icated  King  Henry,  who  was  conftrained  to  fly  into  Scotland ; 

•  ^.  Wyrcefler,  antift).  p.  4S9.  Hall,  fol.  tox.  b.  'Sce  the  claim  of  Richard 
duke  of  Yoffk^  ia  his  speech  (o  cheUouic  of  Lords,  io  Haiti  fol,  95.  Gnf^oo, 
p.  6s9. 
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yet  his  queeiii  piaflihg  over  into  France^  procured  their  aiB£« 
tance,  under  the  command  of  the  famous  Peter  de  Brefe^  vho 
in  the  former  reign  had  taken  Sandwich :  but»  through  the  af- 
fc^on  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea^coaft  bore  to  the 
houfe  of  York,  fhe  was  diiappointed  in  her  purpofe,  and  for- 
ced,  after  entering  Tinmouth  bay»  to  put  again  to  fea,  and  re- 
tire that  way  bto  Scotland  ^.  About  this  time  the  earl  of  Kent, 
who  was  abroad  with  a  ftout  navy,  fcoured  all  the  coaft  \  and, 
landing  in  Bretagne  with  ten  thouland  men,  took  and  burnt  the 
town  of  Conquet,  ravaged  the  iQand  of  Rhe,  and  carried  off  a 
great  booty  «.    . 

This  early  care  of  the  fea,  ihews  the  temper  and  genius  of 
this  prince,  and  how  fit  he  was  to  fway  the  Englifh  fceptre: 
yet  he  treated  his  predeceflbr  Henry  but  indifferently  1  caufing 
him  to  be  brought  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  and  there  kept  very 
flriAly,  though  he  was  of  a  blamelefs  life,  and  generally  re-* 
vered  as  a  kind  of  faint  by  the  people  ^.  The  defejlion  of  the 
earl  of  Warwick,  whofe  power  had  greatly  contributed  to  gain 
him  the  crown,  was  very  near  taking  it  from  Edward  again ; 
yet  whence  that  defeAicMi  grew  is  not  eafily  known.  I  muft 
confels  this  is  not  properly  my  bufineis ;  but  inafmuch  as  the 
great  power  of  this  earl  of  Warwick  fprung  from  his  being  ad- 
miral and  captain  of  Calais  \  it  may  not  be  amiis  to  remark  the 
errors  that  are  crept  into  almoft  all  our  hiftories  concerning 
him  }  the  rather  becaufe  the  matter  is  new,  and  not  only  affe^ 
our  own,  but  fome  alfo  of  the  moft  accurate  among  foreign  hif- 
torians. 

The  ftory  we  are  told  is,  that  the  earl  of  Warwick  was  f^nt 
into  France  to  treat  of  a  marriage  between  King  Edward  and 
the  Lady  Bona  of  Savoy,  fitter  to  the  queen  of  France }  and 
that  while  he  was  abfent  on  this  embafly,  the  king  married  the 
Lady  Grey,  daughter  to  the  Lord  Rivers  by  Jaquelina,  duchefs 
of  Bedford  \  But  Mr.  Heame  has  publifhed  fome  memou^  of 
this  reign,  written  by  a  peribn  who  not  only  lived  therein,  but 

»  Fabltn,  p.  473,  493.  Holiofifted,  vol.  21.  p.  €66,  Speed,  p.  6j$. 
^  Gnfton,  p.  619,  Stowe,  p.  41$.  Rapin  queftSons  this  fad,  beeaafe  not  fake« 
notice  of  by  the  French  hiftoiiatti  \  which  feemi  no  juft  exceptlor,  whHe  Bretagnd' 
was  fabjed  to  its  own  ^oke,  d  Stowc,  and  all  oar  abbey  chrojiiclef . 

«  Polyd.  Vir^.  Ub.  ulr. 
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was  alfo  well  acquainted  with  the  ktog^  and  the  prtndpal  per;^ 
ttmB  in  h»  court  f.  He  coaches  the  thing  to  be  quite  other- 
wife;  and  that  this  ftory  was  devifed  in  after  times  to  hide  the 
froth.  According  to  him  the  earl  of  Warwick  had  not  h^ot 
m  France  before  the  king^s  marriage,  which  was  on  the  firft  of 
May  1463 ;  but  focpr  years  afterwards^  vkc.  in  1467,  ks  wa» 
fent  to  treat  with  King  Lewis,  with  whom  he  began  toh<dd 
privately  fome  intelligence  for  the  reftoruig  King  Henry,  to 
wbofe  party  the  French  had  always  been  indmed^  Indeed 
this  fcems  to  be  the  truth,  and  accords  mUch  better  with  faRs 
and  dates  than  the  other  ftory ;  fince  it  is  not  oafy  to  conceiTe^ 
how  a  man  of  the  earl  of  Wamrick's  violent  temper,  fh^idd  dif- 
femble  his  refentment  fo  many  years  together^. 

Thetcue  caufc,  therefore,  of  bis  quitting  the  kiag»  was  hid 
immcafurabk  ambition,  and  the  apprehenfions  he  was  under, 
that  the  new  queen's  kindred  would  fupphnt  him  and  his  firicndsi 
and  this  notwithftanding  the  great  offices  of  which  he  was  poT* 
iefled,  and  which,  as  my  author  /ays,  brought  him  twenty 
thoufand  marks  per  sfmum  K  The  means  he  ufed  to  diftrefe  the 
king  was,  drawing  off  his  brother  the  duke  6f  Clarence,  whom 
he  married  to  his  own  daughter,  and  then  retired  with  him  ta 
Calais.  On  this  occafion,  the  fleet  ftuck  to  the  earl  i^ftiaft 
the  king,  having  been  long  under  his  command.  This  eir« 
cumftance  enabled  him  to  return  fpeedily  into  England,  where 
he  and  his  fon-in-Iaw,  the  duke  of  Clarence,  iboA  raifed  a 
powerful  army,  and  marching  to  Warwick  furprifed  the  king's 
forces,  beat  them  and  took  him  prifoner^. 

lidward,  however,  efcaped  ihortly  after,  and  drove  the  earl 
and  duke  to  fuch  diftrefles,  that  they  were  forced  to  join  their 
party  to  that  of  the  depofed  King  Henry ;  and  even  this  helped 
them  very  little :  for,  after  (everal  difputes,  in  which  the  king 
had  the  better,  the  duke  retired  into  Fraoce,  and  the  earl  went 
en  board  his  fleet,  with  whkh  he  (ailed,  to  Cahis ;  and  being 
there  refufed  entrance,  put  into  feveral  harbours  in  Normandy^ 
where  he  met  with  all  the  favour  and  ailiftance  he  could  dcfirc, 

f  Printed  at  the  tnd  ef  ThoiDC  Sprotti  Chronica,  8yo.  Oxford,   it»9. 
C  AnonymoBi  chronicle,  juft  mentioned,  p.  a99— ^pp«         ^  '497>  •  I^id* 

p.  300.  k  Memoires  de  Philip  de  Coroines,  liv.  lit.  chap.  iv.    P.  Da* 

»k!,  (om.  vi.  p.  414.    Polydor.  Virgil,  lib.  xxiv.     Stowc,  p.  4%i« 

from 
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from  the  French  king '.  WhQc  an  army  was  providing  to  bc^ 
by  the  earl  of  Warwick,  tranfported  into  England,  part  of  his 
fleet  cruized  upon  the  FlemingSj  and  took  many  of  their  ihips^ 
becaufe  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  their  forereign^  (ided  with  King 
Edwardj  whofe  fifter  he  had  married.  The  duke,  to  revenge 
this  ill  ufage,  drew  together  a  great  fleet  i  and  therewith  fail- 
ing to  the  mouth  of  the  Seine,  blocked  up  the  carl  of  War- 
wick's fhips  in  their  harbour.  Towards  the  beginning  of  tht 
month  of  September  147 1,  the  French  king  furnifhed  the  earl 
of  Warwick,  the  duke  of  Clarence,  and  Queen  Margaret,  all 
now  of  one  party,  with  great  fuccours,  not  only  of  men,  but 
of  fhips,  which  enabled  them  to  force  their  pafTag^ ;  fo  that^ 
landing  on  th«  thirteenth  of  September,  fome  at  Plymouth^ 
others  at  Dartmouth,  they  quickly  drew  together  fo  great  a 
fbength,  and  withal  brought  fo  many  of  the  king's  court  to 
defert  him,  that  Edward,  fearing  his  perfon  might  be  betrayed, 
fled  with  fuch  of  his  friends  as  he  could  beft  trufV,  to  Lynn  'm 
Norfolk;  and  in  getting  thither  ran  very  great  hazards "*, 
There,  on  the  third  of  0£lober,  he  embarked  pn  board  an 
Englifh  fhip,  and  his  friends  on  board  two  Dutch  hulks,  in- 
tending to  have  pafled  orer  into  Flanders ;  but  fome  fhips,  be? 
longing  to  the  Hanfe-towns,  attacked  him ;  nor  was  it  without 
great  difficulty  that  his  fmall  fquadron  got  clear,  and  at  laf^ 
landed  him  fafe  in  Zealand.  His  queen,  whom  he  left  big 
with  child,  ^nd  in  the  utmofl  diflrefs,  took  fhelter  in  the  fance 
tuary  at  Weftminfler,  where  fhe  brought  forth  her  eldeftfon| 
afterwards  the  unfortunate  Edward  V*. 

As  foon  as  the  king's  flight  was  known,  Henry  VI.  was  re* 
leafed  from  his  imprifonment,  and  again  fcat;ed  on  the  throne  | 
Edward  proclaimed  an  ufurper,  and  many  of  his  favourites  put 
to  death  as  traitors;  his  own  brother,  the  duke  of  Cl^i^cnce, 
concurring  in  all  thefe  meafures  j  for  which  the  crown  was  eur 
tailed  upon  him  and  his  heirs,  in  cafe  the  male-line  of  King 
Henry  fliould  fail*.    Edward,  however,  ftill  kept  up  his  fpirits, 

1  Philip  dc  Comines,  liv.  ii!.  chap.  v.    Dupleti»  torn.  lii.  p.  tf  1,  03.  Mczertf , 
Com.  iU.  p.  ^14.    Holinglhed*  toL  H.  p|  574,  <&  Fakian,  p.  500.    Htll, 

fol.  17— ip.  Speed,  p.  08i.  Philip  de  Comlnet,  torn,  i.  p.  154  &  Grafkoo, 
p.  tftS,  ago.  Stowe,  p.  41%.  Cooper*!  chronicle,  foi.  >tf7*  ^  Fablao,  p.  501. 
HoUnxlbed^  Toi.  ii.  p,  a27*    Sfud,  p.  d8i. 
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and  though  he  found  himfelf  difappointcd  in  the  only  frknd  t« 
^hom  he  trufted,  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, who  durfi  not  provoke  both  England  and  France  bf 
openly  affifting  him ;  yet  he  refolved  to  venture,  with  the  fmall 
train  he  had  about  him,  and  in  a  few  fhips  which  were  lent 
him,  to  return  into  his  own  country  p.  This  was  certainly 
afting  like  an  Englifli  king ;  who  ought  rather  to  die  in  the 
field  afferting  his  rightf  th^n  difgrace  himfelf  and  his  fubje£ts, 
by  living  lon|;  as  an  exile  in  foreign  parts. 

His  whole  force  confided  but  in  four  fliips  of  war,  and  four-» 
teen  tranfports,  on  board  of  which  were  embarked  about  two 
thoufand  men  i.  He  intended  to  have  landed  in  Norfolk,  but 
a  llorm  prevented  him,  and  obliged  him,  ^fter  fome  days  t of- 
fing at  fea,  to  run  with  a  fmall  fquadrorx  into  the  port  of  Ra- 
yenlpur  in  Yorkfhire,  from  whence  he  marched  dircftly  to- 
wards York,  declaring,  at  this  time,  as  the  firft  monarch  of  the 
Lancaftrian  line  had  done  in  the  like  cafe,  t^t  he  fought  no 
more  than  his  inheritance, as  duke  of  YorW,  and  that  he  was 
content  King  Henry  fhould  wear  the  crown  :  but,  as  foon  as 
he  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army,  he  laid 
iaflde  this  pretence,  refumed  his  royal  title,  and  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Barnet  r,  defeated  and  killed  the  potent  and  ambitious 
carl  of  Warwick,  who  ifrom  his  fuccefs  acquired  the  fumamc 
of  Make  JBLingV  Shortly  after  he  defeated  Quieen  Margaret, 
andherfon  the  prince  of  Wales,  atTewkfbury%  where  the 
latter  loft  his  l^ifeS  '    • 

In  the  mean  time  the  fleet  was  ftill  in  very  bad  hands-  The 
Baftard  Fauconbridge,*-  who  commanded  under  the  carl  of 
Warwick,  h?ld  it  in  the  name  of  King  Henry,  but  in  reality 
to  his  own  ufe.  His  firft  projedl  was,  the  taking  and  plundering 
of  the  city  of  London  in  the  king's  abfence  ;  in  order  to  which, 
he  brought  his  (hips  into  the  mouth  of  the  river  Thames,  and 
landed  himfelf  with  feventeen  thoufand  men,  with  whom  be 

9  Philip  de  Comines,  torn.  i.  p.  163.  P.  ^mylc,  p.  666.  Habin|[ton's  Lift, 
of  Edw.  IV.  in  Kennct,  vol.  L  p.  447.  *>   Hall,  f«l.  %4-  fc.    Stowc, 

p.  4i2.     Gagoin,  lib.  x.  p.  iffo,  2^1.  f  April  14,  147 !•  '  F«bian, 

p.  503,  504.     HJ.   fol.  28,  29.     Grafun,  p.  703— 7»5.      Polydor.  VirKU  hid. 
Jib.  xxiv.  «  May  4,   1471.  "  Stowc,  p.  4S4«     HAinithtd, 

vol.  H.  p. 668.     S;ceJ,  r*  ^^4'     Jlabingtcn,  p.  453. 
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Doldiy  attacked  the  place,  and  was  as  gallantly  received ;  the 
citizens  defending  thenifelves  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  was 
forced  to  retreat  with  great  lofs  ^.  Soon  after  he  gave  up  the 
fleet,  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  kingi  Who  knighted  him^ 
and  made  him  vice-admital ;  wKich,  honour,  however,  he  did 
not  long  enjoy  *,  for  entering  into  fome  new  intrigues,  he  was 
dct?£led,  and  loft  verydefervedly  his  head  *. 

King  Edward  had  no  fponer  fettled  afiairs  at  home,  and  re. 
ftored  the  peace  and  naval  power  of  England,  than  he  thought 
of  revenging  himfelf  on  the  French  for  the  trouble  they  bad 
given  him;  for  which  a  fair  occafion  offered,  by  the  breaking 
out  of  a  war  between  Lewis  XI.  and  Charles  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy y.  To  the  afliftance  of  the  latter  he  paffed  over  with  a 
mighty  army,  attended  by  a  fleet  of  five  hundred  fail,  with  which, 
in  the  month  of  July  1475,  he  entered  the  road  of  Calais,  where 
he  debarked  his  forced.  This  fufEciently  fliews  the  great  ma<* 
ritime  flrength  of  England  in  thefe  times;  when  the  king,  a£. 
ter  fuch  an  unfettled  ftate,  and  fo  many  revolutions  as  had  late* 
ly  happened,  was  able  in  a  year's  fpace  to  undertake  fuch  aa 
expedition  as  this,  and  that  too  with  fo  great  a  force  '• 

"When  he  came  to  take  the  field,  however,  he  did  not  find 
that  afiiftance  from  his  allies  which  he  expected ;  and  therefore^ 
though  at  the  beginning,  he  pretended  to  no  lefs  than  the  en<- 
tire  conqueft  of  France,  yet,  on  King  Lewis's  deiiring  to  treat 
of  peace,  he  was  content  to  enter  into  a  negociation,  which  end- 
ed much  tt)  his  fatisfaAion ;  and,  all  things  confidered,  to  the  ho-* 
nqur  of  the  Engliih  nation ;  for  the  French  king  gave  very  large 
fums  by  way  of  prefent  to  the  Englifh  foldiers  j  and  difcovered  ^ 
by  various  other  a£b,  fuch  a  terror  at  the  Englifh  name,  as  might 
ferve  inftead  of  many  vidories  *•  This  peace  is  generally  ftyled 
the  peace  of  Amiens,  from  the  place  where  it  was  treated;  and 
the  curious  reader  may  find  it  at  large  in  Rymer's  colledtion  ^^ 

^  Tbis  man^s  name  was  Thomat  Nevil,  Ton  to  Lord  Fanconbridge,  created 
by  this  Kiog  Edward  IV.  earl  of  Kent.  Hall,  fbl.  33.  Speed,  p.  6B5.  x  Stowe, 
p.  4x4,  y  Philip  de  Cominci,  liv.  iv.  chap.  y.     P.  /Euiyje,  p.  669.    Ga* 

guifit  lib.  X.  p.  167.  «  Fabian,   p.  508.     Grafton,  p.  7x9.     Cooper'a 

chronicle,  fol,  3167.  b.     Polydor.  Virgil,  lib.  xxiv,  »  Dupleix,   torn.  iii. 

p.  87.    Meseray,  torn.  iii.  p.  3*7.    P.  DaaicJ^  tome  n,  p.  46X'— 463.  to  Fcb- 

drra^  tontJ.  xii.  p,  17. 
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as  trell  as  (bme  remarkable  circumftances  relating  diereeo,  id 
Philip  de  Comines,  and  in  the  moft  authentic  of  the  French 
ivriters*. 

In  confeqnence  of  this  treaty,  the  lung  received  an  animal 
l^nGon  from  France,  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns,  which  he 
looked  npon,  not  without  reafbn^  as  a  kind  of  tribute,  and  ap- 
plied a  great  part  of  it  to  the  repair  of  his  navy,  ftw  which  he 
always  fliewed  a  great  concern  ;  and  by  keeping  fquadrons  con- 
tinually at  iea,  held  the  timorbus  Lewis  XI.  king  of  France, 
in  continual  terrors  $  who,  to  fecure  his  own  quiet,  diflributed 
gUnually  vail  Arms  amongft  the  privy  council  of  England  <>.  A 
war  with  Scotland  gave  the  king  an  opportunity  of  difplaying 
Bis  force,  by  fending  a  great  army,  under  the  command  of  his 
teother  the  duke  of  61oucefter%  into  that  country,  and  apow- 
erfvi  fteet  upon  its  coafts,  which  fo  terrified  the  Scots,  that 
ttkty  obliged  their  prince  to  acc)ppt  of  fuch  propofals  as  were 
made  to  him  ^  After  the  coming  back  again  of  the  duke  of 
^loucefter,  the  king's  affairs  began  to  take  a  leb  fortunate  tum^ 
He  had  created  great  troubles  at  home,  by  removing  his  bro- 
ther^  the  dtke  of  Oarcncc,  not  without  ftrong  fnfpicions  of 
injuftice  '.  He  had  crofied  the  humoar  of  the  nation^  in  refu- 
fing  faccour  to  the  Flemings,  who  were  the  natural  allies  of 
ihe  Engliihy  and  from  Whom  they  annuaKy  gained  large  funs 
by  the  bahnce  of  trade.  Add  to  all  this,  that  it  became  everj 
day  more  and  more  apparent,  that  the  French  king  never  in- 
tended to  perform  the  tnoft  eflential  points  of  the  laft  peace, 
|)^irticularly  that  relating  to  the  ibarriage  of  the  Dauphin  with 
the  princefs  Elizabeth,  which  perplexed  the  king  exceedingly, 
and  at  laft  determined  him  to  break  with  this  perfidious  mo- 
narch. -^ 

In  tUn  war  he  refelvi^  to  rely  chiefly  on  his  own  ftrength  at 
fea,  ^d  not  at  all  on  the  promifes  of  his  aKes,  by  whom  him' 
felf^'and  his  predeceflbrs  had  been  fo  often  deceived,  and  6f 
yhtch  he  had  a  recent  etample  in  the  coadufi  of  the  Emperor 

c  Philip  de  Cominei,  liv.  If.  Gagniiiy  lib.  x.  MtMcnj,  tomr.  Hi.  p.  3x7, 
^?.8.  4  Fabian,   p.  509.      Hall,  fol.  46,  47.     Gnfton,   Roliagftni. 

<:  A.  D.   J4SS.  f  Stowe»  p,   43a.    Speed,  p.  669.     LtSim  de  tthu% 

gfAis  S.-OiOruni,  lib.  vjil.  p.  fxi,  jift.  Auchanan,  lib*  xii.  p.  399,  400.  S  Haii, 
^i;}.  50.  b.     Ikiiji^ihed,  yoI.  ii.  p,  703,    Habington,  p.  47i> 
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Maximilian,  who,  notwithftanding  the  king  had  lately  fent  a 
fqnadron  of  ftout  (hips  under  Sir  John  Middleton  to  his  'aflit 
tance,  had  not  only  made  a  peace,  but  entered  into  a  clofe  union 
with  France,  which  highly  provoked  the  king  K  The  paini 
Xang  Edward  took  in  difpofing  all  things  for  a  French  war,  and 
efjpecially  in  drawing  together  a  numerous  fleet,  was  fo  highly 
agreeable  to  his  people,  that  they  feemed  heartily  inclined  to 
bear  the  expence  which  fuch  an  expedition  muft  have  brought 
opon  them.  The  care,  however,  of  fo  important  an  enterprise, 
joined  to  his  unufual  fatigue  in  providing  every  thing  for  under- 
taking it,  threw  that  monarch  into  a  fudden  illnefs,  when  his  fleet 
and  army  were  almoft  ready,  which  brought  him  unexpeftcdly 
to  his  end  on  the  ninth  of  April  1483,  after  he  had  reigned 
fomewhat  more  than  twenty-two^  and  had  lived  very  little  above 
forty-one  years  J.  The  French  writers  will  have  it,  that  he 
died  of  chagrin  at  the  dauphin's  marriage,  becaufe,  from  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  he  had  always  ftyled  his  eldeft  daughter  E^^ 
Ufabeth,  daupbtnefs  ^ :  but  Mezeray,  very  honeftly  owns,  that 
his  death  was  a  great  deliverance  to  France,  and  freed  her  from 
the  terror  of  beholding  once  again  an  Engltfli  army,  under  a 
tidlorious  kingi  at  the  gates  of  Paris  >. 

He  was,  though  too  much  addifted  to  his  pleafures,  a  very 
wife,  as  well  as  a  very  fortunate  prince }  had  true  notions  of 
naval  power,  and  of  theconfequences  of  an  extenfive  commerce. 
l*he  former  he  maintained  throughout  his  whole  reign,  and  the 
latter  he  encouraged,  as  much  as  his  domeftic  troubles  gave  him 
leave  to  do.  He  made  ieveral  treaties  with  foreign  |K>wers^ 
Denmark,  Burgundy,  the  Hanfe-towns,  very  ferviceable  to  the 
merchants,  and  one  with  Henry  king  of  Caftile,  A.  D.  1465, 
and  another  in  A.  D.  1467,  which  proved  very  beii^ficial  to  his 
people.  He  reformed  many  abtifes  that  had  crept  iniSduring  the 
civil  wars.  He  prevailed  on  the  feveral  companies  to  be  at  the 
expence  of  rebuilding  Londott*waU ;  and  the  emulation  of  finiih« 

k  Grafton^  p.  743.  Stewe,  p.  431.  Speed*  p.  689,  Corps  diplomari^u^  M 
droit  detfefity  torn.  iii.  p.  xi.  p.  100.    Rapin,  vol.  t.  p.  6x5.  t  Hall,  fol. 

S9— -91.  GraftoBy  p.  755.  Cooper's  chronicle,  fol.  a68«  b.  Polydor.  VirgiL 
Iib4  sxiTi  ^  DupleiVy  torn,  iit^  p«  130.    P  Daoiel»  com.  vi.  p.  551,  55i« 

Le  Oendre,  toiD«iv.  p.  106,  107.  1  Abt^^e  4e  J'btftoirtde  France,  ton* 

Hi.  p.  ^4 
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ing  the  parts  afligned  them,  in  the  fpeedleft  and  (Irongcft  man- 
ner, caufcd  the  whole  to  be  very  quickly  finiftied.  At  this  time 
Bifliopfgate  was  fumptuoufly  rebuilt  by  the  Efterlings.  Indeed 
his  principal  maxim  was  maintaining  a  good  cprrefpondence  with 
the  city  of  London,  to  which  he  conftantly  adhered,  and  of 
tehich  he  found  the  good  effe£^s  in  his  adverfity^  as. well  as  prd- 
Iperity,  as  is  well  obferved  by  Philip  dc  Comines  ",  who  5ittri. 
butcs  to  this  his  rcftoration,  after  the  potent  earl  of  Warwick 
had  driven  him  out  of  his  dominions ;  and  one  of  tlie  lad  a£ls 
of  his  life  was  an  extraordinary  cotnplitnent  to  that  city,  of 
which  we  have  a  long  account  in  our  old  chronicles  ^.  In  one 
thing  he  was  (ingularly  happy,  that  he  died  in  full  pofiefiion  of 
the  hearts  and  affedions  of  his  fubjeds. 

Edward  V,  fucceeded,  or  rather fcemed  to  fucceed,  his  fa- 
ther-, for  he  never  had  any  thing  more  than  the  fliadow  of 
royalty  J  and  even  this  did  not  continue  above  the  fpacc  of  tea 
weeks,  through  the  ambition  of  his  uncle  Richard  duke  of  Gloa- 
ccfter.  My  fubjed  does  not  lead  me  to  fay  much  of  this  mat- 
ter, which,  I  mull  own,  appears  to  me  one  of  the  darkeft  parts 
of  our  hi{lory-,ior  though  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  Buck  in 
his  panegyric,  rather  than  hiftory  of  King  Richard,  hath  writ- 
ten all  things  according  to  truth,  yet  I  mud  own^  that  I  do  not 
believe  be  errs  more  on  one  hand,  than  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  in 
his  hillory  of  Edward  V.  on  the  other :  which  hiftory,  however, 
has  been  the  ground-work  of  all  fucceeding  flories. 

Thus  much  of  certainty,  undoubtedly,  theric  is,  tbatj  imme- 
diately after  the  death  of  Edward  IV.  Richard  duke  of  Gloucef- 
tcr  aflumed  the  office  of  proteftor,  and  caufed  the  young  prince 
to  be  proclaimed  ;  after  whichj  on  various  pretences,  he  cut  oiF 
feverai  great  perfons,  who  were  the  principal  friends  of  his  de- 
ccafed  brother's  queen ;  and,  having  thus  paved  the  way  for  his 
own  promotion,  he  next  infufed  into  the  people's  minds  a  bad 
opinion  of  the  late  monarches  adminiftration,  and  fome  doubts  as 
to  the  legitimacy  of  his  children,  which,  by  the  help  of  the  duk^ 
of  Buckingham's  management  of  the  lord-mayor  and  citizens  of 
London,  was  improved  into  a  popular  demand,  that  the  young 

IB  Mcmoirci,  tons.  i.  lib.  iii.  chap.  7,  b  Ftbian,  p.  51  &.     Grafton, 

p.  757.    Holinjfecrf,  vol.  it,  p.  705, 
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prince  fhould  be  laid  afide,  and  Richard,  inftead  of  protedlorj 
declared  king  j  which  at  firft  he  refufcd,  but  was  quickly  pre- 
vailed upon  to  change  his  mind,  and  accept  *• 

RicHiiRD  ni.  was  proclaimed  the  twenty-fecond  of  June 
1483,  and  crowned  upon  the  fixth  of  July  following,  together 
vlth  Anne  his  queen,  and  his  title  cffcftually  confirmed  by  a 
parliament  called  in  January  following  p.  This  aft  is  perhaps  the 
bcft  drawn  piece,  conOdcring  the  defign  it  was  to  cover,  that  i^ 
extant  in  any  language  \  and  many  of  our  modem  hiftorians 
might  have  avoided  the  grofs  miftakcs  into  which  they  have  fal- 
len about  this  prince,  if  they  had  carefully  confidered  it.  But 
Sir  Thomas  Moore's  rhetoric  had  fo  much  warmed  them,  that, 
generally  fpeaking,  they  confound  the  duke  of  Clarence'^  trca- 
fon  with  the  duke  of  Glouceiler's  pretenfions,  which,  though 
they  might  be  as  bad,  yet  certainly  they  were  not  the  fame  ^. 
Clarence,  in  framing  his  title  to  the  crown,  was  obliged  to  fct 
afide  that  of  hl^  elder  brother  King  Edward,  which  put  him 
upon  aliedging,  that  the  king  was  not  in  reality  the  fon  of 
Richard  duke  of  York  ^ :  but  as  Richard  duke  of  Gloucefter 
was  under  no  nece01ty  of  doing  this,  fo  he  was  much  too  wife 
a  man  to  attack  his  mother^s  honour  without  caufe. 

We  find,  therefore,  nothing  of  this  in  the  before-mentioned 
a(l  of  parliament,  but  a  title  of  quite  another  kind.  The  right 
of  King  Edward  is  clearly  acknowledged,  but  his  marriage  with 
Queen  Elifabeth  is  declared  to  be  null,  not,  as  Sir  Thomas 
Moore  fays,  hecaufij  of  the  kingi^s  marriage  before  God  to  Lady 
Elifabeth  Lucy,  a  matter;,  which  had  been  long  before  cleared 
up,  but,  in  refpe£l  to  a  pre-con craft,  or  rather  marriage,  between 
the  king  and  Lady  Eleanor  Butler,  daughter  to  the  earl  of 
Shrcwfbury,  which  was  proved  by  a  bifiiop*,  in  confequence  of 
which  all  his  pofterity  were  illegitimate.    Then  again,  as  to  the 

^  Scowe,  HoHngfliea,  Speed.  Sir  Thomai  Moore  ii  tranfcribed  in  thef«  three 
biftorics;  and  as  for  Buck's  laboured  apology,  ic  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  firO 
volume  of  the  complete  hiftory  of  England  by  BiHiop  Kennec.  P  Fabian, 

p.  516..     Hail,  fol.  X.    Cotton's  abridgment  of  the  records,  p.  709.  <)  Cim* 

pajre  $oc1l*8  biAory   with  the  re(^  and   confider  the  authorities  produced  00  both 
(idea.  ^  $f^  t^e  grounds  of  the  duke  of  Clareocc^s  attainder  in  Stowe, 

p.  430,  •  Philippe  de  Comioa,  Hv.  vi.  chap.  9*    Mexcrajf  turn.  iii.  p.  346. 
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poftcrity  of  the  duke  of  Clarence,  which  were  ftiU  in  Richard^s 
way,  they  were  fet  afide  on  account  of  their  father's  attainder, 
which  could  not  have  been  alledged,  if  Richard  had  queftioned 
King  Edward's  right.  The  cafe  then,  in  few  words,  ftood 
thus :  the  crown  of  England  had  been  entailed  by  parliament  on 
the  pofterity  of  the  duke  of  York  in  the  reign  of  King  Hen- 
ry VI. :  this  duke  left  three  Tons,  Edward,  George,  and  Richard: 
Edward,  by  virtue  of  that  entail,  claimed  and  enjoyed  the  crown, 
but  (as  this  z€t  fays)  left  no  lawful  iflue ;  George,  in  the  life- 
time of  his  brother  Edward,  had  been  attainted  of  treafbn,  hj 
which  his  family  became  incap«J)Ie  of  fucceeding  ;  and  therefore 
Richard,  duke  of  Gloucefter,  was  called  to  the  throne,  as  the 
next  heir  in  the  parliamentary  entail  \ 

An  indifferent  title  he  had  at  bed  ;  but  this  did  not  hinder 
bis  making  a  good  king,  I  mean  in  a  political  fenie }  for  he  made 
wife  laws,  governed  the  people  gently,  and  took  all  imaginable 
care  to  promote  trade,  and  to  prcferve  the  fuperiority  of  the  fea. 
In  all  probability,  thefe  were  the  eSeds  of  his  refined  policy  for 
the  ftrengthening  of  himfelf  and  his  family ;  but  be  that  as  it 
will,  the  nation  was  undoubtedly  the  better  for  it :  yet  all  his      ' 
wifdom  did  not  preferve  him,  becaufe  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
deceived  by  appearances,  and  to  quit  the  prudent  care  which,      , 
at  the  beginning  of  bis  reign,  he  had  taken  for  the  guard  of  the     | 
Englifli  coafts  at  that  very  jun£iure  when  it  became  moft  necef-     | 
fary :  and  as  this  is  a  point  of  great  confequence  to  the  fubje£t      I 
I  am  upon,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  enter  into  a  diftindl  detail  of 
the  earl  of  Richmond's  expedition,  which,  as  it  is  taken  firom 
foreign  hiilorians,  will,  I  hope,   prove  botli  agreeable  and  in* 
ftruftive  to  the  reader. 

We  have  already  fhewn,  how  the  quarrel  between  the  houfcs 
of  York  and  Lancafter  began  by  Henry  IV/s  afluming  the  crown 
on  the  depofition  of  King  Richard  II.  Henry,  earl  of  Richmond, 
was  by  his  mother's  fide,  held  a  defcendant  of  thehoufe  of  Lan- 
cafter, and  had  been,  in  the  battle  of  Tewkfbury,  with  Queen 
Margaret  and  prince  Edward  :  after  that  fignal  defeat  he  retired 
into  Bretagne,  where  he  was  well  received  by  Francis  IL  then 
duke  thereof,  and  protcfted  throughout  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 

t  See  thii  a£t  at  larje  in  Spaed,  p.  711. 
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tiotwithftanding  all  the  intrigues  of  that  crafty  prince  to  getiiim 
into  his  hands  *■.  Richard  III.  fent  his  agents  to  the  duke,  pro- 
mifing  vaft  fums,  if  he  would  deliver  op  Earl  Henry;  but  to  no 
purpofe;  which  arofe  from  this  fectet  rcafon:  there  were  great 
fa£Hons  at  that  time  in  Bretagnei  the  duke  being  entirely  govern- 
ed by  his  minifter^  a  man  of  low  birth,  though  of  flxong  parts, 
and  high  fpirit^  ilb^hofe  name  was  Peter  Landois;  which  induced 
the  nobility  to  confederate  themieltres  againft  him.  This  ftatel^ 
man,  hating  good  intelligence  in  Engbnd,  knew  perfc£Uy  the 
fcheme  that  Was  fet  oA  foot  for  placing  Earl  Henry  on  the  throne, 
and  uniting  the  two  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter  by  marrying 
the  faid  earl  to  the  Pk-incefs  Elifabeth,  eldeft  daughter  to  Ed- 
ward  IV;  He  likewife  knew,  that  the  duke  of  Buckingham^ 
and  fome  Other  Very  great  perfons,  were  engaged  in  that  deiign, 
which  he  reiblvedj  therefore^  to  promote,  not  doubting  but  that, 
when  Henry  ihould  be  once  feated  on  the  Englifli  throne,  he 
would  fpecdily  enable  the  duke  fai^  mafter  to  quell  his  rebellious 
barons. 

As  tcfotif  thdrefore^  as  he  wk's  informed  that  the  duke  of 
Buckingham'^s  d^figns  were  ripe  for  execution,  he  furnifhed  the 
earl  of  Richmond  with  a  fleet  of  fifteen  fail,  on  board  which 
were  embarked  about  5000  men  ^ ;  but  King  Richard,  having 
early  intelligence  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham's  proje£l,  and  of 
his  negociations  with  the  earl  of  Richmond,  took  effedual  care 
to  difappoint  both.  The  duke's  forces  he  defeated  by  furprize^ 
made  himfelf  mafter  bf  h\&  perfon^  and  beheaded  him  ^.  As  to 
the  earl's  landing,  he  prevented  that  likewife  by  keeping  a  ftrong 
fqtkadron  at  lea,  and  guards  on  all  the  coafts ;  fo  that  when  the 
earl  with  his  little  fleet  approached  the  Welch  fhore,  he  faw  it 
was  impra£licable  to  land^  and  therefore  bore  away  to  Bieppey 
where  he  fafely  arrived j  and  from  thence  went  by  land  into  Bre- 
tagne  ^  Thus  we  fee  of  What  cbnfequence  fuch  precautions  are 
in  times  of  danger^  and  how  very  poflible  it  is  for  an  Englilh 

.«  JHall,  faJ.  ^J,  b.    Orafcon,  p.  71*,  713*  7S7»    Philippe  dc  Cominei,  llr; 
▼t.  ch«p.  9.     Argentre,  IW.  xii.  ^  Hall,  fol.  16.  b.     Speed,  p.  720.    M" 

gentre,  ht(toire  de  BretJgne,  liv.  xH.     Dapleiz,  torn.  iii.  p.  X48.  *  Grit^ 

ton,  p.  8:14— 8  ad.     SCO  we,  p.  4(^5.     Pol  y  dor.  Virgil.  lib.  xxv*  7  Holing* 

Aed,  Tol.  ii.  p.  745.   Argemrc,  nbi  fupra.    Meuny*  tc™*  'v- P«  357-    P-  ^^ 
niel,  com.  ti.  p.  6oi. 
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prince  to  hinder  invaden  from  iettxng  foot  in  his  dominions :  but 
if  his  meafures^  on  this  occafion,  demonftrated  the  wifdom  of 
King  Richard,  his  fubiiequent  behaviour  was  of  a  quite  difiercnt 
kind ;  for  immediately  upon  the  earl's  retreat  he  di&nifled  his 
£orccis»  lud  up  and  unrigged  his  fleet,  aa  if,  after  efca{nng  fb 
great  a  danger,  he  meant  to  invite  a  greater  ^  at  leaft  fo  it  pro- 
▼ed,  and  might  have  been  eafilj  forefeen.  But  let  us  now  r^ 
turn  to  the  carl  of  Richmond. 

He  found  things  on  his  coming  back  much  altered  in  the 
eourt  of  Brctagne;  for  events^will  ever  change  the  meafures  of 
thok  who  fuffer  their  councils  to  be  governed  by  expefbtions 
of  profit,  rather  than  regard  to  principle.  Peter  Landois,  who 
Bad  been  bis  warmeft  friend,  was  now  become  his  bitcereft  ene- 
my ;  for  perceiving  that  the  earl's  defigns  were  firudrated,  the 
t^uke  of  Buckingham  dead,  the  countefs  of  Richmond  confin- 
ed, and  England  quietly  fubmitting  to  Richard,  he  fuddcniy 
changed  his  politics  \  and  fince  he  could  not  reduce  the  confe- 
derate lords  by  the  help  of  an  Englifh  king  of  hid  own  makings 
be  refolved  to  have  recourie  to  an  Engliih  king  then  reigning, 
and  therefore  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Richard,  for  putting  the 
earl  of  Richmond  into  his  hands  >•  But  do£):or  Richard  Mor- 
ton, biihop  of  Ely,  a  firm  friend  to  the  houfc  of  Lancafter, 
then  in  exile  in  Flanders,  having  difcovcred  this  defign,  gave 
timely  notice  of  it  to  the  earl  of  Richmond,  advifing  him  to  fly 
immediately  into  France,  which  he  did,  and  yet  very  narrowly 
eicaped,  a  troop  of  horfe,  lent  to  retake  him,  mii&ng  him  but 
an  hour« 

He  was  well  received  by  the  French  king,  Charles  VHI. 
irho  promifed  him  his  prote£kion  and  afliftance:  nor  bad 
he  been  long  at  this  court,  before  the  carl  of  Oxford,  who 
was  a  prifoner  at  Calais,  prevailed  upon  the  governor  of  that 
ftrong  place  to  embrace  his  intereft,  ^d  to  go  with  him 
into  France  in  order  to  concert  meafures  for  a  new  inva- 
fion  of  England*.  Some  of  the  French  biftorians  fay  poC- 
tively,  that  King  Charles  fumiflied  Henry  of  Richmond  with 
four  thoufand  men :  Father  Daniel  fays,  they  were  choice 

*  litlf,  fa|.  lU  a».  Onfton,  p.  83*.  Rapin,  yo!..  i.  p.  €41-  Ar^tft, 
liv.  x\l  «  Stowe,  p.  4tfy.    Speed,  p.  nt.    P.  -«inyl«,  p,  <J8a,    O»joiii. 

Ghaloa  lu(birc  de  Frauce,  tome  \l  p.  aao. 
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troops*» ;  but  our  EnglUh  writers  fpcak  of  no  more  than  two 
thoufand ;  nay,  and  infift,  that  Ibefc  were  hired  with  monejr, 
which  the  carl  borrowed  ^,  However  it  was,  with  this  infigni- 
ficant  force,  embarked  on  board  a  very  fcurvy  fleet,  the  earl 
ventured  to  put  to  fea,  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  1485,  from  the 
port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  and  landed  at  Milford-haven  on  the 
8th  of  the  fame  month.  He  was  quickly  joined  by  great  bodies 
of  the  Welch,  and  paffing  the  Severn  at  Shrewfbury,  piet  with 
many  of  his  Englifli  friends,  and  then  marched  directly  into 
I^ceftcrftiire,  where  he  knew  King  Richard  lay  with  his  army  ^. 
TTpon  this  followed  a  decifive  battle,  fought  near  the  town  of 
Bofworth,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  Auguft,  wherein  King  Rir 
chard,  fighting  gallantly,  was  flain  with  his  fword  In  his  hand, 
after  a  ihort  reign  of  two  years  and  two  months,  wherein  he 
{hewed  himfelf  a  better  king  than  moft  of  our  hiftorians  are 
willing  to  reprefent  him.  An  exemplary  inftance  of  this  was, 
his  fuffcring  his  nephew  Edward  Plantagcnet,  carl  of  Warwick| 
fon  and  heir  to  his  brother,  George  duke  of  Clarence,  to  live 
quietly  and  freely  in  Yorkfliire,  though  one  of  the  fjrfl:  afts  of 
his  fucceiTor  was,  to  fliyt  up  this  unhappy  youth  In  the  Tower, 
where  he  was  afterwards  beheaded,  for  ])o  greater  crime  th^n 
defiring  freedom. 

In  the  reign  of  thcfe  monarchs  of  the  houfe  of  York,  there 
were  no  grievous  taxes  drawn  from  the  fubjeft :  when  £dwar4 
IV.  wanted  money,  he  had  recourfe  to  an  expedient,  which^ 
whatever  it  might  be  In  law,  was  certainly  not  amifs  in  politic^, 
of  fending  for  perfoQs  in  cafy  circum{}:ance8,  and  having  opened 
to  them  his  pccafions  for  money^  and  his  reafons  for  fuppofing 
they  could  fupply  him,  defired  they  would  give  what  they  plea- 
fed  ;  by  which  he  raifed  money  without  aid  pf  parliament,  by  9 
pew  kind  of  prerogative ;  ftyling  fuch  a  voluntary  contribution 
BENEVOLENCE.  As  hc  was  a  dcbonair  prince,  this  method, 
odd  as  it  was,  brought  hxm  in  very  cpnfiderable  fupplics.  A^ 
mongft  others  that  in  this  manner  he  once  fummonedj  was  a 

b  Philip  6e  Cominet,  indeed,  very  wfMkif  icknowledges  tbii  aid  to  have 
confiAed  bat  in  chice  tboBfand  Normant,  and  tboie  the  Tcrj  fcfuik  of  Cbe  peo- 
ple, lir.  vL  chap.  ix.  £.  Djioiel,  tome  vi.  p.  tfoa.  ^  HaU,  fol.  27.  a.  Stowe, 
p.  4^8.    Speed,  p.  7xa.  d  Fabian,  fol.  519.  Graftoo,  p.  849,  Q50.    Ho- 

lingfhed^  vol.  11.  p.  753}. 
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gentlewoman  of  London,  efteemed  rich  in  thofe  times,  to  wboqi 
liaving  dated  his  cafe  in  a  free  and  familiar  manner,  he  afked 
her  what  flie  would  give  him  ?  ««  My  liege,**  anfwered  flie, 
^f  for  the  fake  of  that  fweet  and  comely  face,  you  fhall  have 
<«  twenty  pounds."  The  king  being  extremely  well  plcafcd 
with  this  teftimony  of  her  good-will^  gave  her  a  kifs ;  which 
'  foyal  favour  procured  him  another  twenty  pounds.  He  is  like- 
wife  faid  to  have  made  ufe  of  the  perfonal  afFeAions  of  his  fub-r 
jjeAs,  in  borrpwing  couflderable  films  $  which,  however,  was 
attended  wjth  no  fmall  diflike,  and  was  therefore  laid  aCde  bj 
pne  of  his  fucceiTors. 

We  are  told  by  Stowe,  in  his  chronicle,  that  this  monarch 
fought  fome  private  advantage  in  the  alterations  which  he  dired- 
cd  to  be  made  in  the  coin ;  but  it  is  very  juftly  obfervcd  by  K- 
IhopNicholfon,  that  this  imputation  upon  his  government  is  ill 
founded*  It  is  indeed  very  certain,  that  this  king  direded,  that 
all  the  bullion  received  for  flaple  commodities  at  Calais  fhouldbet 
coined  in  the  mint  there :  but  then,  as  appears  by  the  indentures^ 
it  was  of  the  fame  weight  and  iineneis  with  his  predeceflbrs. 
Another  great  antiquary,  I  mean  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  fays  much 
in  praife  of  King  Edward,  for  rcftoring  the  ftate  of  our  coin^ 
which  had  been  greatly  injured  in  the  preceding  reign  j  and,  foil 
faying  this,  he  i^  cenfurcd  by  Bifhop  Fleetwood,  who  flicws, 
tiiat  the  money  coined  by  Edward  IV.  was  not  either  better  or 
worfe  than  that  of  Henry  VI.  But,  notwithilanding  this  is  ccr^ 
tainly  very  true, yet  the  former  obfervation  might  be  true  likewife. 

We  have  feen,  that  in  the  rSfgn  of  King  llenry,  there  was 
great  indulgence  ihewn  to  Grangers,  and  more  efpecially  to  Ita- 
lians }  and  we  have  likewife  feen,  that  it  was  by  tbefe  people; 
that  great  fums  of  bafe  money  were  brought  into  and  circulated 
through  the  kingdom  :  and  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  was 
publicly  prohibited,  and  effeftually  rcftrained  by  Edward  IV. 
(o  we  may  very  reafonably  conclude,  that  for  this,  and  for  the 
coining  great  fums,  as  well  in  filver  as  in  gold,  of  due  weight 
nnd  finenefs,  by  which  the  occafion  and  neceflity  of  uGng  thcfc 
^adulterated  coins  was  taken  aw^y*  he  affo^rded  jufl  ground  for 
Sir  Robert  Cotton's  remark.  In  his  reign,  the  Lord  Haflings 
was  appointed  maftcr  of  the  king's  mints  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  France  5  and  he  coined  largely  in  the  fevcral  mints  of  aU 
tUc  three  kingdoms.     Sir  J9hn  Davis  afTures  us,  that  it  was 

Edward 


THIS  Period  of  NAVAL  HISTORY.    237 

Edward  IV.  who  firft  introduced  a  difference  between  the  Eng, 
ii(h  and  the  Iriih  com,  fo  that  the  former  wjas  worth  a  fourth 
part  more  than  the  latter.  Upon  whatever  motives  he  did  this, 
and  whether  the  doing  it  was  laudabkj^  or  otherwifei  we  dare 
fiot  decide ;  but,  however,  there  is  no  dpubt  at  all,  that  the 
cuftom  was  purfued  by  his  fuccefibrs ;  fo  that  in  fucceeding 
times  an  Irifh  (hilling  was  wprth  no  more  than  ninepence  in 
England,  and  the  fame  proportion  held  in  all  their  other  coins. 

In  the  fhort  reign  of  King  Richard  III.  there  was  but  one 
parliament  called,  and  but  one  tax  granted,  which  was  a  tenth 
iipon  the  clergy.  At  the  fame  time  the  king,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, gave  lifci,  as  one  of  our  antiquaries  expk-effcs  it,  to  ano- 
ther law,  by  which  the  fubjeft  was  for  ever  freed  from  bene* 
voLENCES,  which  is  faid  to  have  flowed  from  an  evil  intention 
in  that  prince,  to  captivate  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  this  ex<r 
traordinary  fliew  of  felf-denial.  It  is  very  poflGblc  it  might  be 
fo,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  find  any  evidence  to 
prove  it.  It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  put  bad  conftru£lions  upon 
iuch  anions  as  are  vifibly  good,  either  in  kings  or  in  private 
men.  If  this  monarch  was  really  guilty  of  one  half  of  the 
crimes  with  which  fome  of  our  hiftoriatis  have  been  pleafed  to 
charge  him,  tliere  was  no  need  of  mifreprefenting  what  had  the 
appearance  of  right  in  his  conduA,  in  order  to  render  him  s^ 
xhonfter.  All  that  I  incline  to  add  farther  upon  this  fubjeA  i8» 
that  fucb  as  are  determined  to  believe  the  >yorft  of  him  muft  be 
contented  with  what  is  faid  in  our  chronicles,  public  hiftorles, 
and  memoirs :  for  as  to  the  ftatute-books  and  records,  they  bear 
no  teftimonies  of  his  being  either  an  opprcflbr  or  a  tyrant ;  yet 
I  readily  allow,  what  vindicates  his  public,  cannot  be  extended 
to  juftify  his  private  chara<51er,  becaufe  both  hidory  and  experi* 
once  fufficiently  teach  us,  that  a  very  bad  man  may  be  a  very 
good  kiiig ;  but  then  it  is  nccei!ary  that  he  (hould  reign  long, 
in  order  to  be  fo  efteemed. 

As  to  the  hiftory  of  our  trade  during  this  period,  it  Is  better 
prcferved  than  in  any  other,  becaufe,  perhaps,  it  now  began  to 
grow  more  confiderable.  A  great  variety  of  laws  we  have  re- 
lating thereto,  and  a  long  charter  prefcrvcd  in  Hakluyt,  where- 
by King  Edward  IV.  grants  large  privileges  to  the  Englifh  mer- 
chants f(pttlgd  in  the  Netherlands.  Some  of  our  hiflorians,  it  is 
true,  blaime  that  prince  for  fuffering  certain  flicep,  out  of  H«i\c- 

fc-r'.lihire. 
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fordfhire,  to  be  tranfported  into^ Spaing  whence  they  would 
have  us  believe,  arofe  that  plenty  of  fine  wool,  for  which  that 
pountry  hath  been  iince  renowned.  But  this  perhaps  is  in  fomc 
degree  vanity  in  us,  fince  nothing  is  more  ccnain  than  that  the 
Spanifh  wool  was,  long  before,  in  fome  requeft ;  fo  that,  in  the 
tbirty-firil  year  of  Henry  II.  the  weavers  of  Xiondon  had  it 
granted  to  them,  upon  their  petition,  that  wherever  they  could 
difcover  cloth  entirely  fabricated  of  Spanifh  wool,  or  even  with 
a  mixture  of  Spani(h  wool,  they  were  authorifed  to  carry  it  be- 
fore the  Mayor  of  London,  who  was  to  caufe  it  to  be  burnt  ^, 
At  this  time,  however,  the  prevailing  notion  vras  here,  that 
without  our  wool  the  beft  cloths  could  not  be  made ;  and  in- 
deed, if  there  had  been  no  excellence  in  their  fleece,  a  few  of 
our  (heep  had  been  no  fit  prefent  for  one  king  to  make,  or  th« 
other  to  receive. 

The  hiftory  I  mention  is  contained  in  a  litde  treatife,  prefer- 
ved  in  Hakluyt^,  intitled,  De  poUtia  confervativa  maris ^  written 
in  verfe,  and,  as  it  feems  from  his  preface,  never  before  printed| 
though  written  copies  were  pretty  common.  We  know  not 
by  whom,  or  exadtly  when,  it  was  compofed,  and  yet  we  may 
come  pretty  near  the  time,  for  it  is  faid,  in  the  clofe,  to  have 
been  examined  and  approved  by  the  wife  baron  of  Hungerfbid} 
which  nobleman  loft  his. head  at  Salifbury,  in  1466,  being  the 
fixth  of  ]^ward  IV  ^ :  confequently  this  book  muft  have  beeq 
written  fome  time  before,  probably  about  the  beginning  of  that 
king's  reign.  There  is  a  particular  title  %o  every  chapter  \  that 
to  the  general  introdufUon  runs  thus : 

<<  Here  beginneth  the  paologue  of  the  proceiTe  of  the  libel  of 
«  English  policie,  exhorting  all  Englanp  to  keep  the 
<<  SEA,  and  namely  the  karrowe  sea  :  ihewing  what  profite 
<<  commeth  thereof,  and  alfo  what  worfhip  and  falvation  to 
«<  England,  and  to  all  Englishmen/' 

In  this  introdu£lion  the  author  (hews  both  the  utility  and  th^; 
nf:cciSty  of  England^s  preferving  the  dominion  of  the  fea^  and 
tells  us,  that  the  Emperor  Sigifmund,  who  came  over  hither  in 
1416,  and  went  into  France  with  Henry  V.  advifed  him  to  keep 
the  two  towns  of  Dover  and  Calais,  as  carefully  as  he  would 

*  Hall's  chronicle  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  fol.  vli.  a.  edlr.  1550.  6rafto«» 
p.  668.  f  CollcAlon  of  voyages,  toI^  t.  p.  187.  I  Stowe's  aiui«ls> 
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his  two  eyes.  TJie  author  next  explains  to  us  the  dericepn  our 
noUes,  a  gold  coin  firil  ftruck  in  i8th  of  Edward  III.  introduH 
dng  his  remarks  thus : 

**  For  foure  things  our  noble  (heweth  unto  me^ 
*<  King,  (hip,  and  fword,  and  power  of  the  fea.'* 

In  his  firft  chapter  this  writer  gives  us  a  very  clear  and  exa£k 
account  of  the  commodities  of  Spain  and  Flanders,  and  of  the 
commerce  between  thofe  countries ;  wherein  he  remarks,  that 
neither  country  could  live  without  the  other ;  that  the  Spanifli 
wool  cannot  be  wrought  by  the  Flemings^  without  a  mixture 
of  Engliih ;  and,  befides  this,  that,  from  their  iituations,  the 
trade-between  thefe  two  countries  muft  be  altogether  precarious, 
if  both  were  not  at  peace  with  England.  This  is  the  author's 
main  point,  and  he  urges  it  very  fenfibly.  The  Low  Countries 
were  then,  what  tbd^nited  Provinces  were  in  the  laft  century, 
viz.  the  centre  of  the  commerce  of  Europe :  and  therefore  while 
Calais,  as  well  as  Dover,  was  in  our  hands,  that  commerce  could 
not  be  carried  on  but  by  our  permiffion,  which  was  expreifed 
by  King  Edward's  gold  noble. 

The  fecond  chapter  treats -of  the  commodities  and  trade  of 
Portugal ;  wherein  he  obferves,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Portugal 
were  always  our  friends,  and  that  a  very  advantageous  trade 
had  ever  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations,  the^ream  of' 
which,  he  complains,  began  now  to  be  turned  into  Flanders. 
He  fpeaks  of  the  commerce,  and  of  the  piracies  carried  oii  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  duchy  of  Bretagne;  and  exclaims  grie- 
Toufly  at  the  outrages  they  were  wont  to  commit  on  the  Englifli 
coafts,  particularly  on  the  maritime  towns  of  Norfolk,  and  then 
tells  us  a  remarkable  ftory  of  what  happened  in  the  time  of 
Edward  III.  The  merchants,  he  fays,  reprefented  to  that 
prince,  that  notwithftanding  the  peace  between  him  and  the 
duke  of  Bretagne,  the  privateers  of  that  duchy  took  their  ve£* 
fcis ;  of  which  the  king,  by  his  ambaffadors,  complained  to  the 
duke^  who,  in  anfwer,  faid,  that  thefe  privateers  belonged  to 
the  ports  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  Malo,  which,  though  in  his 
dominions,  he  could  not  fay  were  under  his  obedience,  being 
inhabited  by  a  fort  of  people  who  would  do  what  they  pleaied : 
upon  which  the  king  direfted  Dartmouth,  Plymouth  and  Fowey, 

to 


to  be  fortified,  and  gave  the  inhabitants  leave  to  fit  out  priva- 
teer^y  to  cruize  upon  the  coafts  of  Bretagne.  This  expedient 
.  foon  anfwered  his  purpofe,  by  bringing  the  fubjcfls  of  the  duke 
into  fuch  diftrcfs,  that  he  was  glad  to  undertake  for  the  future 
good  behaVioiir  of  his  two  lawlcfs  towns,  that  he  might  be  rid 
of  the  troublefome  viGtahts  which  daily  diflreScd  bis  coafh 
from  bur  three. 

The  commodities  of  Scotland  j  hides,  felts  and  wool,  and  her 
commerce  with  Flanders^  make  the  fubje^l  of  the  fourth  chap^ 
ter.  He  Ihews  that  the  Scots  wool  was  then  in  the  fame,  that 
IS,  in  as  low  efteem  as  the  Spanifh,  and  unfit  to  be  wrought 
without  a  mixture  of  Englifh  ;  for  the  truth  of  which  he  ap- 
peals to  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  our  manufaAurers 
and  merchants ;  adding,  they  well  knew  in  what  fchool  he  was 
taught  thefe  fccrctfi.  He  further  obfcrves,  thai  houfehold-ftuff, 
haberdaiher's  wares,  and^all  utenfiis  of  hu{fr..ndry,  even  to  cari^ 
wheels  and  wheel-barrows,  were  by  the  Scots  (hips  carried 
home,  in  return  for  their  ftaple  commodities  :  from  whence  ht 
infers,  that  England,  being  poffcflcd  of  the  narrow  fea«,  and  a 
fuperior  naval  force,  may  at  all  times  awe  Spain  and  Scotland^ 
by  the  interruption  of  that  commerce,  without  which  they  could 
not  fubfift. 

In  the  fifth  he  treats  of  the  trade  of  Pruflia,  Germany,  and 
the  Hanit-towns,  and  of  the  inland  countries  depending  upon 
them.  The  commodities  and  trade  of  Genoa  employ  the  fixth; 
whence  it  appears,  that  at  this  time  they  carried  on  the  trade  of 
Africa,  and  the  Indies  \  that  is  to  fay,  imported  Indian  and 
African  commodities  here ;  and,  in  return,  exported  wool  and 
woollen  commodities,  and  all  this  in  certain  very  large  (hips,  in 
thofc  days  called  carracks.  The  trade  of  Venice  and  Florence 
follows  next,  to  which  the  author  fecms  no  great  friend,  as 
fuppofing  that  the  balance  thereon  was  greatly  in  their  favour^ 
and  that  the  things  bought  of  them  were  mere  ^nftruments  of 
^  luxury.  Much  pains  is  taken  in  this  chapter  to  fliew  the  ad- 
vantages that  foreigners  had  in  trade  over  Englifh  natives,  and 
what  frauds  were  committed  by  the  Italian  bankers,*  and  by  the 
faflors  of  that  nation  employed  here; 

The  trade  of  Flanders  takes  up  the  eighth  chapter :  wherein 
great  complaints  are  made  of  the  infolence  of  fhips  belonging 
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to  the  Hanfe-towns,  and  of  the  folfy  of  Engliih  merchants 
lending  their  names  to  cover  foreigners  goods*  imported  hither. 
In  the  ninth  we  fee  a  copious  and  exaft  account  of  the  commo-* 
dities  and  commerce  of  Ireland,  except  that  the  author  (peaks 
confidently  of  gold  and  filver  being  found  there,  which  time 
hath  not  verified.  Towards  the  conclufion  there  is  a  projcft  <rf 
the  then  earl  of  Ormond,  fuggefting,  that  if  one  year's  ex- 
pence  in  the  maintenance  of  French  wars  were  employed  in  th^ 
reduction  of  Ireland,  k  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  effeAually, 
and  produce  a  very  coufiderable  profit  annually  to  the  Englilh 
nation.  Tet  this,  as  the  writer  complains,  was  flighted,  from 
views  of  private  profit,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public. 

The  old  trade  carried  on  to  Iceland  from  Scarborough,  and 
of  late  years  from  Briftol  to  the  fame  place,  is  defcribed  in  the 
tenth  chapter ;  at  the  clofe  of  which,  the  author  difcourfes  of 
the  importance  of  Calais.  In  the  eleventh  chapter  he  defcants 
on  the  naval  power  of  King  Edgar,  and  the  mighty  fleets  of 
King  Edward  III.  and  Henry  V.  who,  he  fays,  built  larger  and 
ilronger  (hips  than  any  of  their  predecefibrs.  The  twelfth  and 
laft  chapter  is  a  concife  recapitulation  of  the  principal  matters 
fpoken  to  before,  with  a  pathetic  exhortation  to  Englifli  ftatef- 
men,  thoroughly  to  confider  the  importance  of  thefe  points,  and 
cipecially  the  great  one  (^maintaining  our  power  or  fovercignty 
at  fea,  on  which,  he  fays,  the  peace,  plenty,  and  profperity  of 
this  ifland  efientially  depend. 

One  cannot  help  wondering,  on  the  perufal  of  this  piece,  that 
no  pains  has  ever  been  taken  to  make  it  more  ufeful,  by  re-pub- 
lifhing  it,  either  in  modern  verfe,  or  as  it  now  ftands,  with 
notes,  fince  it  is  evidently  written  with  equal  fcience  and  fpirit  ; 
fo  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  whether  it  gives  us  a  better  idea  of 
the  author's  head  or  heart.  Belides,  it  is  a  full  proof  that  trade 
was  then  a  very  exteufive  and  important  concern,  which  will 
appear  more  clearly  to  the  reader,  if  he  confiders  the  different 
value  of  money  then  and  now. 

It  likcwife  (hews,  that  the  reafons  and  grounds  of  our  naval 
dominion  were  then  as  thoroughly  underftood,  and  as  clearly 
and  plainly  aiferted,  as  ever  they  have  been  fince ;  which 
is  the  reafon  that  Mr.  Selden  cites  this  book  as  a  remarkable 

Vot.  I*  H  h  authority. 
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fvtboiitjr^  both  in  poiot  of  arg^ament  ax\,d  diOildcfmtjK  Qut  wo 
^e  now^  coming  ii^to  brighter  timesj^  wherein  that  fpirh  of  com- 
HKTcejt  which  this  author  fo  es^nefltly  wifl^ed  foXf  began  really 
^  appear  ;>  ^d  when  there  f<peme4  tP  be.  a  conteft  betw^n  pri- 
Ti^te  i^en^  and  thofe  iq  the  adminiftration,  who  fhoiild  fenre  the 
yublic  moftj^  a  Q>lrit  to  which  we  owe  our  prefent  correfpon- 
^ence  with  all  parts  of  the  world^  our  potent  and  ftately  fleet, 
tind^  iJbasc  al}j  our  pumerous  plantations,  the  chief  fupport  of 
pur  m^time  iU'engthi  as  well  ^  (be  moQ,  cQ^fideiraUe  brancb 
of  PUT  trade  ftill  remaining, 

^  If  are  Clmran^  U^,  U.  c.  u;y« 
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The  Nival  ttiftory  oF  England,  tmder  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  including  the  memoirs  of  fuch  eminent 
feamcn  as  flouHfhed  in  his  time% 

HENtllT  Vll.  was  crowned  tdbg  on  the  field  of  bat* 
tie,  the  diadem  of  King  Richard  being  found  among 
the  fpoils  \  By  What  title  he  held  the  regal  dignity^ 
18  difficult  to  determine.  In  his  own  days  he  would  not  fufo 
it  to  be  drawn  into  queftion ;  and  pofterity  have  not  much  con* 
fidered  it  fince^.  As  to  defcem,  he  could  fcarce  be  accounted 
of  the  tojd.  family;  for  his  father  was  of  Wales^  bis  mother 

<  tc  wai  pUtod  ttpoft  his  factd  by  Sir  Willian  Stanley^  tfcerwardt  Lord 
Chanibcrlalii  of  his  houfebold,  and  broclicr  of  Thomta  Lord  Stanley,  cmted 
ty  this  monarch  cart  of  Dcrby»  in  regard  to  the  near  relation  in  which  htt 
flood  to  the  king;  beiog  risarried  to  his  Majefly^  mother.^  Hall,  fol.  $4. 
brafton,  p.  9^%,  Sto#e,  p.  470.  Holiog(hed|  vol.  ii.  p.  7^0,  779.  Duf« 
dale*s  Aaronage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  248.  b  ^ee  what  the  celebrated  Lord  Ba09ii 

hach  tbooght  fit  to  deliver  upon  this  he*d  in  his  admirable  hiHory  of  this  prince 
to  his  works,  vol.  ii.  p.  ae8«^a7'«  c^ir-  if5S« 
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of  the  houfe  of  Beaufort,  defcen4ed  indeed  of  John  of  Gaanf» 
duke  of  Lancafter ;  but  fo  as  to  be  legitimate  only  by  an  a£l  ef 
parliament,  with  an  exprefs  exception  in  that  very  a£l,  as  to  the 
crown  ^.  By  conqueft  he  could  not  be  king ;  for  no  people 
conquer  themfelves';  and  his  army  at  Bofworth  were  Englifh- 
men^  as  well  as  King  Richard's. 

His  cleareft,  and  therefore  his  beft  title  then  muft  be  mar- 
riagc,  which  he  had  not  till  forpc  time  after :  for  though  he 
was  folemniy  crowned  on  the  thirtieth  of  Oftober,  yet  .he  did 
not  marry  the  princcfs  Elizabeth  till  the  eighteenth  of  January 
1486<*.  He  was  generally  eftcemed  the  wifcft  mgnarch  of  his 
time,  and  was  without  all  doubt  an  accomplifhed  prince  j  to 
which  the  difficulties  he  went  through  in  his  youth,  muft  have 
contributed  not  a  little ;  for  he  was  an  exile  before  he  was  a 
inan,-  and  at  the  head  of  his  party  by  that  time  he  was  at  years 
of  difcretion.  He  had  great  obftacles  to  furmount,  even  after 
his  acceilion  to  the  throne ;  for  the  common  people  were  ge- 
nerally fond  of  the  houfe  of  York,  and  the  duchefs  of  Bor- 
^ndy  took  care  to  furniih  them  with  variety  of  pretenders  of 
that  line :  yet  fuch  was  the  care  King  Henry  took  of  his  coafts, 
and  fo  wifely  did  he  provide  for  the  fccurity  of  the  fea^  that  his 
enemies  could  fcarce  ever  fet  foot  diredly  rn  this  kingdom ; 
which  was  the  reafon  that  Simnel  went  firft  to  Ireland,  and 
Perkin  Warbeck  into  Scotland,  where  having  procured  aflif- 
tance,  he  thence  invaded  England*. 

Another  ftrain  of  his  policy  was,  his  keeping  up  a  martial 
fpirit  among  his  own  fubjcfls,  at  the  expence  of  his  neighbours  ; 
repaying  thereby  the  French  in  their  own  coin.  Thus  he  pri- 
vately affiftcd  the  duke  of  Bretagne  with  a  confiderable  body 
of  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  Lord  Woodville,  uncle 
to  the  queen  ;  and  when  the  French  king  expoftulated  on  this 
head,  he  excufed  himfclf  by  faying;  that  Lord  tranfported 
forces  into  Bretagne  without  his  confent  or  permiilion  f.    Sooa 

«  T.  Walfingham.  hjft.  Angl.  p.  35  j.  Cotton's  abridgment  of  the  records, 
p.  363.  TytrtVi  hiilory  of  England,  Vol.  ifi.  p.  959,  Speed,  p.  7*7.  Dng- 
dalc'f  B  iron  age,  vol.  ii.  p.  123,  137.  d  Fabian,  p.  517.     Speed, 

p.  729.     Cooper,  fol.  i6p,  b.  «  Stowe,  Holinglhcd,  Speed.  Rapin  ;  but, 

above  ail,  Lord  Bacon*!  hiflory  of  his  reign,  and  hif  fiaiflied  character  of 
Henry  VII.  f  A.  D.  1488. 
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after  he  openly  aflifted  the  Britons  againft  the  French ,  becaufe 
he  faw  that.thefe  expeditions  were  pleaCng  to  his  own  people, 
and  fcnred  his  purpofes  at  the  fame  time.  On  the  fame  princi- 
ples he  threatened  an  open  rupture  with  France,  for  which  he 
provided  a  very  forniidable  army,  and  a  numerous  fleet ;  and 
yet  his  real  view  was  not  fo  much  attacking  the  French  king, 
as  drawing  aids  from  his  own  parliament ;  which  on  this  ex- 
pedation,  and  upon  this  only  they  were  inclined  to  give.  He 
tranfported,  however,  his  forces  to  Calais,  took  the  field,  and 
having  terrified  the  French,  made  fuch  a  peace  as  fatisfied  him, 
and  fo  returned  home ;  keeping  however  his  fquadrons  at  fea : 
for  though  he  loved  peace,  yet  it  was  his  fixed  maxim,  that  he 
might  keep  it,  to  be  in  conftant * readinefs  for  war;  which  was 
the  reafon  that  during  his  reign,  the  marine  was  in  better  con- 
dition than  under  any  of  his  predeceilbrs.  The  cares  of  go- 
vernment took  up  his  whole  time,  and  left  no  room  either  for 
thoughts  or  expences  of  pleafure  >. 

The  French  hiftorians  fay,  that  of  all  our  Englifh  kings,  this 
wife  monarch  was  beft  inclined  to  them,  and  moft  obfervant 
•f  hb  treaties ;  which  they  afcribe  to  his  gratitude  for  the  fuc- 
cours  afforded  him  in  France,  when  be  came  over  againfl  King 
Richard  >>.  I  will  not  deny  that  fome  truth  there  may  be  in 
this;  and  yet  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  chief  motive 
which  fo  ftrongly  bound  him  to  afifeft  peace  abroad,  was  the 
almoft  continual  inteftine  divifions  among  his  fubjedts  at  home, 
which  might  have  created  him  even  more  uneafinefs  than  thcv 
did,  in  cafe  the  malcontents  had  been  fupported  by  fo  powerful 
a  prince  as  the  French  king. 

Befides,  it  was  the  policy  of  Henry  VII.  to  divert  the  fpirirs 
of  bis  fubjefls  from  war  to  trade,  which  he  both-  underftood 
and  encouraged.  His  long  refidence  in  Bretagne  had  given  him 
an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  much  greater  (kill  in  maritime  af- 
fairs than  moft  of  his  predecefiTors ;  and  this  was  fo  well  known, 
that  eminent  feamen,  even  in  foreign  countries,  frequently  on 
that  account,  addrefied  themfelves  to  him  for  his  favour  and 
prote£lion.     Amongfl  the  reft,  the  famous  Chriftopher  Colum- 

t  Hall,  fo],  jt—iS.  Grafton,  Stowe,  Rymer*f  Fotden,  tome  xii.  p.  497. 
*»  Gagaio,  lib.  xi.  P.  Daniel,  tome  vii.  p.  19.  Du  Tillet,  Recueil  dcs  Tratces, 
ts^^dcfroy  StipptemcBl  au  Mctaoircs  dc  Piuiip  dt  Comiocs,  chap,  jiu 
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bus,  who  rendered  his  name  immortal  by  the  difcovery  of  Amc« 
rica,  and  who  fent  his  brother  Bartholomew  hither^  in  order  td 
have  profecuted  that  glorious  expedition  for  the  benefit  of  this 
nation ;  nor  was  it  any  fault  in  this  wife  king  that  he  did  not} 
though  fome  modem  writers,  not  only  withouti  but  againft  all 
authority,  afTert  that  Ring  Henry  reje£led  his  pro{>orals.  I 
fliall  here  give  a  concife  account  of  that  affiiir  of  which  1  fhall 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  again  in  the  memoirs  of  John  Cabot  ^ 
who,  though  he  did  not  undertake  to  make  difcoveries  till  after 
the  return  of  Columbus,  yet  faw  the  continent  of  the  new 
world  earlier  than  he;  as  will  be  folly  proved  in  its  ^opet 
place. 

Experience  fhews  us,  that  there  are  certain  feaibns  inemark* 
ably  favourable  to  particular  arts.  This  age  of  which  we  are 
fpcaking,  had  been  fo  to  navigation,  which  then  profpered  ex* 
ceedingly  Under  different  ftates,  but  principally  under  the  Por-* 
tuguefe :  they  had  difcovcred,  or  rather  were  difcoveringi  a  new 
route  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  going  entirely  round  the  great  con- 
tinent of  Africa,  which,  from  the  confcquences  even  of  thofc 
endeavours,  rendered  them  fo  much  richer,  and  more  powerful 
than  their  neighbours,  that,  by  an  emulation  natural  amongft 
great  men,  the  thoughts  of  all  the  aSivc  wits  in  Europe  wcr^ 
turned  towards  undertakings  of  this  kind  K 

Christophek  Columbus,  by  birth  a  Genoefe,  hut  of 
what  family  is  very  uncertain,  and  I  think  very  immaterial,  had 
a  head  excellently  turned  forfuch  enterprizes:  by  nattnrc  he 
was  fagacious,  penetrating,  and  refolute ;  he  derived  firom  cdu* 
cation  fuch  knowledge,  as  enabled  him  to  make  the  heft  ufe  of 
his  experience ;  and  his  ardent  paflion  for  the  fcience  of  navi* 
gation  had  infpired  him,  from  his  early  youths  with  a  defire  of 
engaging  in  diflant  and  dangerous  voyages.  Abundance  of 
lucky  circumftances  concurred  in  giving  him  ftill  greater  ad van« 
rages  than  any  of  his  contemporaries;  but,  as  to  the  ftctty  of 
his  having  the  firft  hint  of  an  undifcovered  continent  in  the 
weft,  from  the  papers  of  an  old  pilot  who  died  in  his  honfe, 
while  he  refided  in  the  ifland  of  Madeira,  I  entirely  agree  with 

t  Sec  thif  iDitter  largely  difcuflcd  in  a  book  pvbliflied  fonte  years  ago,  bcklc^i 
A  coiDpicat  bidory  of  Spaniih  America* 

Sir 
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Sir  William  MonfonS  that  it  is  mere  calumny ;  and  for  this 
reafoo>  that  if  Columbus  had  really  received  any  fuch  informa- 
tion^ he  would  fcarce  have  embraced  fome  opinions  which  ex- 
pofed  his  proje£b  to  many  plaufible  obje£lionS|  and  which, 
oeverthelefs,  he  retained  to  the  laft.  It  is  by  no  means  clear, 
though  we  have  a  life  of  .him  written  by  his  fon,  and  coUedted 
partly  £pom  his  own  writings,  when  he  firft  entertained  thoughts 
of  finding  out  countries  hitherto  undifcovered.  It  feems,  how- 
ever, to  have  been  pretty  early  in  his  life;  becaufe  it  appears,' 
from  notes  of  his  own,  that  he  had  undertaken  fcveral  voyages 
with  a  view  of  fijung,  from  the  lights  of  experience,  his  fpccu^ 
lative  notions  on  this  fubjefl. 

When  he  had  thoroughly  methodized  his  fcheme,  and  ren- 
dered it,  as  he  thought,  probable  and  prafkicable,  he  firft  pro** 
pounded  it  to  the  (late  of  Genoa  in  the  year  1482  ;  but  it  was 
not  accepted,  becaufe  they  were  then  engaged  in  fuch  an  exten-* 
five  commerce,  as  they  fcarce  knew  how  to  manage,  and  were 
therefore  afraid  of  launching  out  into  new  projects,  Colum- 
bus offered  it  nest  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  who  was  much  too 
wife  a  prince  not  to  difcern  the  benefits  which  might  arife  from 
fuch  a  difcovery,  or  the  ftrengtk  of  thofe  reafons  which  were 
urged  by  Columbus,  to  fhew  that  the  defign  was  feafible :  he 
therefore  appointed  commiflioncrs  to  treat  with  him  about  this 
undertaking,  who  dealt  with  that  worthy  man  very  bafely :  for 
having,  as  they  thought,  drawn  out  of  him  his  whole  fecret, 
they  advifed  the  king,  while  they  oitertained  Columbus  with 
objections,  to  fit  out  a  (hipj^  which,  under  colour  of  going  to 
the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  might  attempt  the  execution  of  what 
he  had  propofed ;  but  the  iiTue  of  this  contrivance  was  ns  un- 
lucky, as  that  in  itfelf  was  diflionourable.  For  the  fraud  com- 
ing to  the  ears  of  Columbus,  he  was  fo  difgufted  thereby, 
that  he  determined  to  quit  Portugal,  and  to  feck  protection  in 
Ibme  more  generous  court  K 

It  was  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1484,  that  he  came  to 
a  refolution  of  going  himfelf  into  Spain ;  and  it  was  the  next 
year,  that  after  meeting  with  fome  difficulties  there,  he  fcnt  his 

k  Kival  Trtftj,  p,  403.  '  Sec  the  life  of  Chriftophcr  Columbui,  by 

Ills  Ibn^  ia  Chorckiirs  coUo^ion  of  Toy*g»i  vol.  ii.  p.  557,  688. 
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brother  Bartholomew  into  England,  where  Henry  VII.-  had 
but  juft  afcended  the  throne.  A  man  could  fcarce  be  more 
unfortunate  than  Bartholomew  Columbus  was  in  this  voyage. 
He  was  firft  taken  by  pirates,  who  ftrippcd  him  to  the  fkin, 
and  obliged  him  for  fomc  time  to  earn  a  forry  living,  by  la- 
bouring at  the  oar.  When  he  had  made  his  efcape  from  tbem, 
he  found  means  to  get  into  England,  and  to  come  to  liondon  ; 
but  in  fo  poor  a  condition,  and  To  worn  by  a  lingering  agae, 
that  he  wanted  both  opportunity  and  fpirits  to  purfue  the  de- 
fign  he  came  about ». 

As  foon  as  he  had  recovered  a  little,  he  applied  himfelf  to 
the  making  maps  and  globes,  and  difcovering  thereby  a  more 
than  ordinary  fkill  in  cofmography^  he  came  to  be  known:  lb 
that  at  laft  he  brought  his  defign  to  bear,  and  was  adlually  in- 
troduced to  the  king  J  to  whom,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary 1488,  be  prefented  a  map  of  the  world  of  his  own  pro- 
jelling,  and  afterwards  entered  into  a  negociation  on  the  behalf 
of  his  brother.  The  king  liked  the  fcheme  fo  well,  that  they 
came  fooner  to  an  agreement  than  Chriftopher  had  brought 
things  to  a  point  in  Spain;  though,  by  a  new feries  of  crofs  ac- 
cidents, Bartholomew  was  not  able  to  carry  any  accounts  of  this 
to  his  brother,  before  he  had  aftually  difcovcred  the  American 
iflands  in  the  fervice,  and  for  che  benefit  of  the  crown  of 
Spain  ",  which  he  did  in  J 492. 

As  we  have  thefe  fadb  from  the  fon  of  don  Chriftopher  Co- 
lumbus, and  the  nephew  of  Bartholomew,  who  publiflied  his 
father's  life  in  Spain ;  I  think  the  authority  cannot  be  doubted, 
according  to  all  the  rules  of  evidence  laid  down,  either  by  law- 
yers or  critics.  Add  to  this,  that  the  map  made  by  Bartholo- 
mew Columbus  was  athially  in  being  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth ;  which  is  fuch  a  corroborative  proof,  as  puts  the  matter 
out  of  difpute^;  and  (hews  that  we  have  at  leaft  as  good  a  title 
as  the  Spaniards,  from  our  agreement  with  the  firft  difco- 
verer  of  a  pafiage  to  this  new  world.  If  they  plead  the  fnc- 
c«fs  of  their  expedition,  we  may  alledge  our  prior  contra£l ; 

™  Lord  Bacon's  hiftory  of  Henry  VIT.  vol.  ii,  p.  336.  "  H«kluirt*s 

voyages,  vol.  lii.  p.  x,  3..  Purchas's  Pilgrims,  vol.  i.  book  li.  p.  9.  HanU*s 
Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  3.  «  See  the  life  of  Chriftopher  Colnoibas,  as  hd'orc 

ci:c4,  p.  ^75. 

and 
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and  Sir  this  Ihould  fail  us,  ztd  their  title  be  apfnroved,  ve  hate 
Hieiiy  as  I  hinted  before,  3  better  title  than  they  (even  accord«« 
ing  to  their  oilrn  method  dJF  arguing),  to  the  continent  of  Ame^ 
ric^  in  regard  to  which,  our  fuccefs  in  difcorering  Was  prior  to 
theirs 

I  know,  ds  w^s  hinted  before,  certun  writets  have  made  ibme 
coarTe  and  bitter  reflections  upon  King  Hehtj  for  his  dilatorinefs 
in  this  matter,  by  whiicb  they  think  we  have  fiiScred  fo  muth : 
but,  when  all  things  are  more  maturely  weighed,  perhaps  w<; 
fhall  meet  With  no  juft  grounds  for  thefe  cenfures :  {olt  firft,  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  king  delayed  thb  affiur  at  all,  though  it 
be  true,  that  Bartholomew  Columbus  fpent  a  long  time  in  nego* 
ciating  it ;  and  the  reafon  was^  becauTe  the  king  had  then  many 
arduous  affairs  Upon  his  hands,  fuch  as  the  attempt  of  Perkin 
Warbeck,  sn  .expedition  into  Scotland,  his  breach  with  France^ 
and  voyage  thiriier,  all  which  fell  out  withiji  that  fpace :  and^ 
fecotidly,  it  does  not  fecm  fo  manifeft,  as  thefe  people  imagine, 
that  we  are  really  fuck  mighty  fufferers  by  the  Spaniards  having 
the  ftart  of  us  in  this  expedition ;  for  which  many  reafons  might 
be  offered  I  but  there  is  one  fo  obvious^  and  withal  fo  clear  and 
fo  conduiive^  that  it  feems  to  fuperfede  the  reft.  Spain,  at  the 
time  (he  utidertook  this  difcovcry^  was  one  of  the  greateft  mari- 
time powers  in  JEurope,  though  fince  her  polTeflion  of  the  In- 
dies|  (he  is  become  one  of  the  moft  inconfiderable. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  that,  if  we  had  ffrft  feized  and  fettled 
thefe  countries^  we  fhould  have  z€tcd  otherwife :  yet  this  is  not 
only  a  bare  fuppofitioni  but  at  the  fame  time  a  Very  improbable 
one/  The  heat  of  the  climate,  the  luxurianicy  of  the  foil,  the 
profit  of  mines,  fgfc.  would  have  afieAed  uS|  or  indeed  any 
other  people,  as  much  as  it  did  them :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole^ 
we  have  but  little  reafon  either  to  blame  King  Henry^s  conduft^ 
Hr  to  repine  at  that  of  Providence.  The  Spaniards  have  pur- 
thafed  Metico  and  Peru  too  dearly,  at  the  eltpence  of  their 
ftaval  power  2  we  are  really  richer  in  virtue  of  our  northern  co. 
Ionics,  which  have  fo  prodigioufly  incrcafcd  our  induftry,  our 
commerce,  and  our  fhipping. 

The  great  cafe  the  king  had  of  maritime  affairs  induced  him 
to  make,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  a  treaty  with  the  king 
of  Denmark,  whereby  be  fecured  to  his  {ubjtC^  and  part|<;ularly 

Vql.L  li  to 
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to  the  inhabitants  of  Briftol,  the  trade  to  Iceland,  which  ther 
long  before  enjoyed,  but  in  which  they  had  of  late  fuffered  fome 
difturbance.  By  the  (lipulations  in  this  league  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  Engliih  were  to  fiimifli  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland 
with  all  kinds  of  proviiion,  with  coarfe  cloth  and  other  commo- 
dities, without  let  or  hindrance  from  the  king  of  Denmark. 
This  was  a'  fpecial  privilege  granted  to  no  other  nation,  and,  it 
Ss  very  probable,  wquld  not  have  been  granted  to  us,  if  the 
Danifli  commerce  had  not  been  in  a  declining  ftate,  of  which 
we  have  an  authentic  account  in  the  work  of  a  very  ancient 
writer.  The  care  of  thefe  affairs  brought  to  the  king's  notice 
that  celebrated  Venetian  Sir  John  Cabot,  who  in  his  fcrvice 
firft  difcovercd  the  continent  of  America,  and  that  country 
which  is  now  callted  Newfoundland  p  :  of  him,  therefore,  we  wiU 
give  a  more  particular  account  at  the  clofe  of  this  reign; 

While  this  Sir  John  Cabot  Was  thus  employed  in  the  profccu- 
tion  of  the  expedition  before-mentioned,  Bartholomew  Colum- 
bus had  paffcd  frpm  Spain  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  he  ac- 
quainted his  brother  with  the  difpofition  of  the  Englifh  court, 
and  the  rcafon  there  was  to  apprehend,  that  it  would  not  be  long 
before  other  adventurers  would  endeavour  to  interfere  in  his  dif- 
coveries  «.  This  quickened  the  admiral;  and,  on  his  returning 
mto  Spain,  he  gave  fuch  hints  to  that  court  and  miniftry,  as  in- 
duced them  to  take  all  imaginable  pains  to  fecure  the  great  fca- 
men  of  every  nation  in  their  fervice,  which  in  fome  relpcft,  an- 
fwered  their  purpofc,  fince  Magellan  who  difcovcred  the  paSagc 
into  the  South  feas,  which  has  been  of  fuch  infinite  fervice  to 
the  Spaniards,  was  by  this  poficy  detached  from  his  duty  to  his 
king  and  country  for  the  fake  of  pay ;  and  this  was  likewife  the 
cafe  of  Sebaftian  Cabot  and  others'*.  In  To  (hort  a  time  as  four 
years  after  John  Cabot's  firft  voyage,  we  find,  that  King  Hctiry 
granted  his  Ictters-patent  to  Hugh  Elliot  and  Thomas  Aihurft* 
merchants  of  Briftol,  and  others,  for  fettfing  oolonies  in  ncw- 
difcovcrcd  countries;  which  grant  bears  date  the  ninth  of  De- 

9  FflBJ.  D«n.  xi.   Hen.  VII.  art.  iv.  quod  in  ubulvlegirionis  M,DC,TI.  etiam 
^abcmas.    Rymcr's  fedcra»  torn.  xiK  p.  381.    Seldfini  mire  cUaruai,  li^  ii. 
cap.  jc.  9'  Herrera'ft  gcDrrai  hiftory  of  the  Weft  ladiet^  vol.  i* 

p.  i3tf^rj9.  '  UeircrayHacklbyr,  Purcha9w  Sir  NVilliam  Monfon't  nav-l 

tiaak..     r^  .  .  .... 

ccmbcr 
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<»ember  1^02*1  and  is  another  proof  of  this  monarch's  aiSduicjr 
in  promoting  commerce:  he  never^  Indeed)  fufiered  anyoppor* 
tonity  of  that  fort  to  efcape  him.' 

Philip  of  Auftria,  who  fuccccded  to  the  kingdom'of  Caftllc^ 
failed  from  the  Low  Qjuntries  into  tipain,  together  with  his 
queen,  in  1506;  but,  meeting  imhaj^ily  with  a  ftorm,  thej 
were  driven  on  the  Englifh  coaft,  and,  being  exceedingly  fa- 
tigued, they  would,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  wiicft  perfons 
about  them,  land  at  Weymouth ;  of  which  the  king  having  no^ 
tice,  he  fent,  under  colour  of  refpe£l,  the  earl  of  Arundel,  with 
30©  horfc,  to  attend  them,  who  brought  the  royal  guefts  from 
thence  by  torch^Iight,  and  condoAed  them  to  his  own  houfe'* 
Some  months  they  were  detained  by  the  extraordinary  civilities 
paid  them ;  and  after  their  departure  it  appeared,  how  great  ufe 
a  wife  prince  may  make  even  of  the  flighteft  accidents*  In  this 
fhdit  fpace  the  king  did  a  great  deal  for  himfelf,  and  not  a  little 
for  bis  fubjeds:  he  prevailed  upon  King  Philip  to  put  into  hit 
bands  Edmund  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  Suffolk,  nearly  related  by  hii 
mother  to  the  royal  line  *»,  and  be  likcwife  concluded  a  very 
advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  xrowns  of  Engi. 
land  and  Caftile  ^,  which  proved  afterwards  of  great  importance. 

As  to  the  remaining  part  of  his  reign,  it  was  fpent  in  peace, 
and  in  cares  of  a  nature  which  by  no  means  recommend  them 
to  our  notice,  farther  than  as  the  mention  of  them  may  prov^ 
admonitory  to  other  princes.  He  had  all  his  days  been  of  a  very 
frugal  difpofition,  and  had  alfo  (hewn  a  fingular  dexterity  in  the 
art  of  filling  his  cofiers;  but  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  this 
grew  upon  him  to  a  very  great  degree :  and  as  covetous  princes 
never  want  fit  inftruments,  fo  this  king  found  in  Empfon  an^ 
Dudley  two  fuch  as  fcarce  ever  had  their  fellows.  They  put  him 
upon  fuch  fevere  and  unreafonable  extenfions  of  penal  laws,  as 
made  him  rich  as  a  man,  but  poor  as  a  prince,  fince,  by  wring- 
ing out  their  wealth,  he  e£Fe£tuaIly  loft  the  hearts  of  his  fubjeds, 

"•  Rymer's  fccdera,  vol.  «iii.  p.  37.  <  Hall,  fnl.  57.  b.     Graflon,  p. 

94}.  Polydor.  Virgil.  Ub.  xxvi.  p.  7yd.  Mariauac  hifloria  dc  rebus  Hifpaniae, 
lib.  xxviii.  cap.  xvi.  p.  591.  Petri  Marlyris  epiftol.  lib.  xix.  epift.  aptf,  300, 
^  Stowc,  p.  484.  Holinjrfhed,  vol.  ii.  p.  793.  Lord  Bacon**  biftofy  of  this  reign, 
vol.  ii.  p*  3io.    Ferrcr«'i  hUl.  dc  Efpan.  p.  xii.  §  itf.  ^  Rynaer's  fcefen, 

vol  x'il  p.  142. 

I  i  2  Another 
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Another  misfortune  was,  tliat  the(e  grievances  fell  upon  the 
mod  eminent  traders  in  thole  times* 

Thus  S'lr  William  Capel  an  opulent  citisen,  who.  had  beeii 
mayor  of  Xiondon,  fuffered  many  years  perfecution  and  a  long 
imprifonment)  befides  great  lofTes^  Out  of  Thomas  Knefwoith^ 
^t  the  expiration  of  his  mayoralty,  with  his  two  (herifl&,  the  ting 
and  his  minifters  fquee^ed  1400  pounds.  Chriftopher  Hawes  an 
eminent  ipercer,  and  alderman  of  Itondon,  j^roke  his  heart 
through  vexatioUji  an4  $ir  Ifawrence  Ailmer  a  great  merchant, 
«nd  whX)  had  been  mayor,  remained  a  prifoner  in  the  Tower, 
till  be  was  delivered  in  the  next  reign  '.  Tl^efe  a&  would  have 
appeared  flagrant  opprefiions  in  any  other  prince :  but  Henry 
made  many  wife  laws  for  the  put^lic  good ;  and  fuch  laws  Inter* 
lering  fometimes  with  the  methods  men  had  been  in  a  habit  of 
praftifing  for  private  profit,  \kc  took  always  advantage  of  the 
higheft  offenders,  as  yielding  moft  to  his  coffers,  and,  froadKhe 
terror  of  their  punifhmeqt,  iropreffing  univer&l  obedience  i  fori 
in  moft  of  his  profecutions,  the  welfare  of  the  ftate  was  the  ap? 
parent  objed^n  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  the  invariaUe 
pretence.  He  was,  therefore,  the  laws  being  made  by  parlia- 
ment^ a  rigid  prince,  but^  a^Qg  ever  by  law^  efcaped  the  odiufl^ 
of  being  a  tyrant. 

Yet  in  fome  things  the  king  (hewed  a  piagnifi^ent  ipirh,  par? 
ticularly  in  building  that  noble  chapel  at  Weftminfterj^  which 
Wrs  hi^  name,  and  which  <bft  him  14^000  poonch.  About  the 
like  fum  he  laid  out  in  the  conftru&ion  of  a  new  ihip,  called 
Thb  Grbat  Harrx^  ^  and  which,  properly  fpeakintg,  was  the 
£rft  (hip  of  the  royal  navy :  for  ,(hough  he^^  as  well  as  other 
princes,  hired  many  (hips,  excluflve  of  thofe  furni(hed  by  the 
jports,  TBirhen  he  had  occaQon  to  tranfport  forces  abroad,  yet  he 
feems  to  have  been  the  only  king  who  thought  of  avoiding  this 
inconye^icncyi  by  raifing  fuch  a  nayal  force  as  might  be,  at  all 


^  Fahian,  p.  530,  $35.  Ilall,  fol  si*  ■•  fol.  59. 1>.  Ortftop,  p.  94*,  546. 
Stowc,  p.  485,  Speed,  p.  750.  Lord  Bieon  in  his  hiftory»  p,  35*.  T  Siowc's 
annals,  p.  484.  This  fmnoas  ve(Iel  was  burned  hj  accident  at  Woolwich  in  the 
CYcning  of  the  twenty*cight  of  Augnft  1553.  Holingfticd's  chronicle,  vol.  ii.  p- 
)epo.    ^trype's  memorials,  vol.  itl.  p.  a  a. 
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tlfD6s>  fiifficient  for  the  &rnce  of  the  fiate  ' ;  a  defign  worthy 
pf  his  wifilom  to  prDJe£t»  and  of  being  in  Ibme  degree  perfe£W 
cd  under  the  more  fortunate  reign  of  his  fon. 

J^  to  the  concern  whidi  this  prudent  monarch  fbewed  for 
trade,  fome  hints  of  it  hare  been  aheady  given ;  and  to  thefe, 
fipQfi  the  review  of  our  work,  a  few  farther  inftances  may  be 
tiddedt  In  the  year  1487  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  who 
was  alfo  lord  high  chancellor  of  England,  opened  the  parliament 
with  a  fpeech,  in  which,  amongft  other  things,  he  told  them, 
that  the  king  recommended,  to  their  ferious  confideration,  trade 
imd  maqqfadhires  *•  Accordingly  feveral  wife  laws  were  made 
in  that  refpedt ;  and,  in  the  treaties  that  were  concluded  witH 
foreign  princes,  he.  was  remarkably  careful  to  make  fuch  provi* 
fions  as  turned  highly  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation  ^.  There  is 
the  lefs  wonder  to  be  made  4t  tbi8>  becaufe  the  king  hxmfelf 
was  not  only  very  well  acc^uainted  with  the  advantages  fifing 
from  foreign  tra^c  fpeculatively  as  a  ftatefroan,  but  knew  theni 
experimentally  likewife,  being  a  very  ei^teqCy^  trader  himfelff 
j^md  that  in  more  ways  than  one  *« 

As  he  found  it  requifite  for  him  to  have  a  certain  nun^ber  of 
fiiips  of  his  own,  fo,  when  thefe  were  not  employ^,  or  likely 
to  be  employed,  he  was  content  to  let  them  out  to  merchants 
for  hire.  He  was  very  ready,  on  the  fame  principle,  to  affift 
with  cpnGderable  fums  of  money  fuch  as  undertook  any  new 
trade,  or  fet  up  any  new  manufafhire,  provided  he  had  a  (hare 
in  the  profit  proportionable  to  the  riik  he  run.  He  alio  fold 
licenfes  for  dealing  in  prohibited  commodities  either  by  import* 
ing  or  exporting  5  for  the  managing  of  which  extraordinary  and 
new-devi&d  branches  of  h|s  reytoue  ^j,  his  principal  inftrumei^t 

s  The  kin;  forefaw  an  increafe  of  tomtntxce  wonld  make  larger  veflclt  oeoeft 
Urff  and  thfrefore  began  co  l^uild,  and  let  ont  foch'  to  hire  for  the  advantage  of, 
fnd  by  way  of  example  to,  his  fubje^^.  An  ioftance  of  royal  attention  tha(  me- 
litt  refli  Afon ! 

■^  TbU  vat  the  fimout  Cardinal  Morton,  Godwini  de  PrzAil.  Anglift  eom. 
pnentar.  Cantab.  iy4)»  fol.  p.  1 31.  Bacon*a  bUlory  of  Henry  VII.  p.  aSp.  Par* 
liameotary  hiftory,  ▼<>J.  ii.  p.  417— 41  q,  b  Rimer *s  fcedera,  torn.  xil« 

P-  3T4,  3T8,  389,  57i»  101. 

c  In  thif,  as  in  building  large  (hipi,  he  was  willing  to  fliew  hif  fubje^the  way. 

d  Sir  Richard  Empfon's  book  of  aecompts  had  been  feen  by  Lord  Bacon  i  tha^ 
between  the  king  and  /Dudley,  both  of  theoi  moift  cza^ly  krp(,  came  into  the 
ban^s  of  Sif  R.  Cotton, 
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was  Edmund  Dudley,  Efq;  a  man  of  quick  parts,  and  whofe 
genius  was  wonderfully  cxtcnfivc.  He  was  nobly  dcfcendcd ; 
a  lawyer^  no  doubt,  and  a  ferjeant  at  law ;  but  no  judge,  as 
fome  of  our  hiftorians  make  him.  He  was  of  the  king's  privy 
council,  and  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this  king's 
lafl  parliament ;  which  fhews  his  general  intereft  was  great,  as 
well  as  his  power.  He  fuffered,  in  the  next  reign,  as  the  king's 
advifer  and  inftrument,  which  was  hard,  for  the  king  governed 
by  his  own  lights,  and  faw  not  with  others  eyes.  Minifters  he 
had,  and  very  able  minifters  too,  who  ferved  him  well ;  and 
he  never  difgraced  them  ;  but  ftill  they  were  his  minifters,  and 
not  his  mafters. 

Whatever  diftaftc  might  be  taken  to  fome  of  thcfe  prafticcs, 
it  is  very  certain  that  the  king  ingt^tiated  himfelf  by  others, 
and  that  till  within  the  four  lait  years  of  his  reign,  he  was  ve- 
xy  popular  inJLondon  ;  to  which,  perhaps,  it  might  not  a  little 
contribute,  that  he  not  only  accepted  the  freedom  of  the  mcr- 
chant-taylors  company,  but  dined  alfo  publicly  in  their  hall ; 
wearing  the  drefs,  taking  the  feat,  and  doing  the  honours  of 
the  table,  as  if  he  had  been  their  mafter  ^.  This  condefccn- 
iion  was  acceptable  to  numbers  :  and  the  laws  he  paiTed  from 
time  to  time,  for  promoting  manufaAures,  encouraging  manu* 
fadburers,  giving  eafe  to  mechanics,  prohibiting  the  imporratioa 
of  foreign  goods  for  luxury,  exciting  merchants  of  all  nations 
to  frequent  England,  and  purchafe  its  commodities  with  his 
complaifance  and  fair  language,  abated  the  fenfe  of  his  QxiSt- 
ncfs  in  other  refpcfts.  Befides,  it  was  his  manner  to  intermix 
fmiles  with  his  feverities,  and  to  reward  oftener,  and  with 
more  alacrity,  than  he  punifhed.  Thus  he  knighted  many  of 
the  citizens  in  the  field,  received  them  kindly  at  court,  and 
communicated  all  good  news  to  them  with  much  familiarity  and 
confidence. 

In  refpcfl:  to  the  taxes  impofed  in  hiB  reign,  they  were  not 
very  large  or  burdenfome.  It  is  true,  that  having  repealed  the 
laws  of  his  predeceflbr,  he  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  de- 
mand an  aid  of  his  fuhjedls,  by  way  of  brnevolence  ;  for 
which  he  afllgned  this  reafon,  that  it  would  be  a  means  of  ex- 

«  Sp€cd,  p.  735.  from  the  record*  in  the  company *s  hali. 

cmpting 
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cmpting  the  poorer  fort  of  people  from  feeling  the  weight  of 
a  burden  they  were  Icaft  able  to  bear.  It  is  not  at  all  impro- 
bable, that  he  was  induced  to  take  this  ilep  from  that  experi- 
ence he  learned  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  that  nothing  fo 
ibon  difpofed  the  populace  to  infurreflions,  as  the  levying  nevr 
taxes,  how  moderate  focverf.  But  his  new  method,  likewiie, 
liad  its  inconveniencies,  though  he  was  far  enough  from  pufliing 
It  to  a  degree  of  oppreffion ;  fince  the  money  which  was  raifcd 
under  this  title  in  the  whole  city  of  London,  did  not  amount  to 
quite  ten  thouiand  pounds. 

In  one  thing  he  (hewed  his  mercantile  principle  extremely* 
He  demanded  a  loan  of  the  city  of  London  for  a  certain,  time^ 
and  with  fome  difficulty  obtained  fix  thoufand  pounds ;  but 
paying  it  very  exa^Uy,  when  he  had  occafion  for  a  greater  fum^ 
it  was  raifed  with  eafe;  and  this,  too,«being  pun£kually  paid,  he 
there  refted  his  credit,  referving  the  confidence  he  had  efta- 
bliihed  for  any  real  necefiity  that  might  require  it,  the  former 
loans  being  rather  out  of  ix>licy  than  for  reliefs.  The  wealth 
of  the  nation  certainly  increafed  extremely  during  his  pacific 
reign :  it  was  the  large  eftates  of  the  merchants  that  expofed 
them  to  be  pillaged  by  his  inftruments  of  iniquity  ;  and  as  for 
the  nobility,  he  was  not  without  fome  reafon  jealous  of  their 
great  power,  and  their  great  fortunes.  When  he  felzed  upoo 
Sir  William  Stanley's  effedls,  who  was  younger  brother  only 
to  the  Earl  of  Derby,  he  found  they  amounted  to  forty  thou- 
fand marks  in  ready  money  and  jewels,  befidcs  an  eilate  in  land 
of  three  thoufand  pounds  a-year. 

At  the  marriage  of  Arthur,  prince  of  Wales,  witli  the  in* 
fanta  Catharine,  all  who  aflifted  at  it  were  moft  magnificently 
drefled;  Sir  Thomas  Brandon,  an  officer  of  the  king's  houic- 
hold,  wearing  a  gold  chain  of  the  value  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds:  yet  the  fortune  he  gave  the  princefs  Margaret,  his 
daughter,  when  (he  married  the  king  of  Scots,  was  no  more 
than  thirty  thoufand  nobles,  or  ten  thoufand  pounds  :  and  the 

'  His  colour  was,  ihat  by  this  means  the  tav  was  fct  by  affc^ion  upon  fub^ 
Dance  }  whi  e  thofc  in  mean  cooditioo,  cf  which  thcmldves  were  icfttojudgf^ 
were  exempted  from  the  lurden, 

S  Some  autnors  f»y,  ih*t,  enUis  f.id  ap;'!rc:ti&",  he  ccuJJ  \toirow  but  three 
thvu&nd  pouaj^.  *  I 

allowance 


allowance  ftipulatcd  for  the  Lady  Anne,  his  wifc*s  fiftcr,  wlieit 
(he  married  Ldrd  Thomas  Howard,  did  not  much  exceed  one 
hundred  and  twenty  fiduiids  a- year  ^. 

He  was  the  firft  of  our  monarchs  who  cdincd  fhilKngs ;  and 
they  were  very  Utgt  and  fair,  there  heing  bttt  forty  in  a  pound 
weight  of  filver.  His  coin  in  gdneral^  both  gold  and  fiber, 
Was  of  due  height  and  fineneb  i  but  when  he  made  his  expe- 
dition to  Bologne,  he  either  corned,  ot  tolerslted  a  bafe  kind 
of  money,  called  dandiprats^,  which  perhaps  was  a  right 
piece  of  policy )  but  it  proved  a  bad  precedent,  and  afibnicd 
his  ion  a  colour  for  finking  the  talue  of  his  moneys  beyond  all 
example. 

The  tjfeafure  left  by  this  prince  in  his  coffers,  at  the  time  of 
his  deceafe,  not  only  exceeded  what  had  evef  been  amafled  by 
his  predecefTors,  but  furpaifed  beyond  comparifon  what  any  of 
his  fucceiTors  have  ever  feen  in  their  e^hequers  i  for  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice-  Coke  tells  us,  it  amounted  to  five  millions  three 
hundred  thpufand  pounds,  moft  in  foreign  coini  and  too  much 
of  it  acquired  by  methods  unworthy  of  a  king)  and  more  ef* 
pedally  fo  wife  a  king  as  he  was  K    The  judicious  and  curious 
Lord  Bacon,  who  wrote  this  monarches  life  with  much  eatei 
und  had  great  opportunities  of  being  informedi  reduces  this 
fum  to  much  lefs :  for  he  fays,/ there  was  a  tradition  of  hil 
leaving  eighteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  hid  in  feeret  places^ 
under  his  own  lock  and  key,  in  his  palace  at  Richmond,  wherir 
he  deceafed ;  and  this  he  accounts,  and  very  jufUyi  to  be  (fbi^ 
thofe  times  efpecially)  a  vaft  wealth  ^     But  we  can  fettle  thit 
point  with  more  certainty,  and  on  (till  better  authority.    The 
great  and  accurate  antiquary.  Sir  Robert  Cotton  afiertSj  he  left 
behind  him  four  millions  and  a  half  in  bullion,  exdufive  o^ 
wrought  plate,  jewels,  and  rich  furniture.    Thefe  foms  are  not 
iet  down  in  figures,  from  which  miftakes  often  arife,  bat  ul 
words  at  length  :    and  as  Sir  Robert  afiirms  nothing  Without  a 
voucher  i  fo,  in  refpeft  to  this,  he  has  given  the  befl  that  could 

k  Srowe't  annalt,  p,  4S3.  frtiere  nlany  pJrticaUtt  may  be  fooild  of  k  Vke 
nature.  k  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  difiourie  of  foreign  wart,  p.  5t,      NommS 

Britannic!  Klilorla,  p.  47.     Fleetwooi*.  Chron.  Freciofuiriy  p.  47.  k  fourtH 

inftitute,  chap,  xixy,  where  he  cites  the  clofe  roll,  anno  3  H.  V1II«  I  U'* 

•t  Kcary  Vil.  in  tU..  fccood  volume  ofkit  woxks,p.  353, 

be 
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be  delired,  viz.  the  book  of  accompts  kq>t  betweep  the  king 
and  Mbr.  Dtsdiey  ''•  It  is  poi&ble  tfaid  wide  difinence  may  be^ 
with  probability,  reconciled,  by  fuppofing  eight  hundred  thou- 
(2nd  pounds  to  fiand  on  Sir  Richard  Empfon's  account,  as  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  fpeaks  only  of  Mn  Dudley;  and  then  the  fum 
will  agree  with  the  record  cited  by  Sir  Edward  Coke.  Thp 
fixing  tbb  fa£l  is  very  material ;  as  it  ihews  how  n>uch  mofe 
wealthy  the  nation  then  was,  than  it  has  been  ever  efteemed  to 
be. 

Our  hiftoriftns  tell  us,  that  King  Henry  intended  to  hzvp 
made  a  thorough  change  in  his  meafures,  and  to  have  relieve4 
his  people  from  all  the  grievances  of  which  they  complained, 
when  be  was  taken  off  by  death  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  April 
1509,  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  reigns  He  was  allow- 
edy  by  his  contemporaries,  to  have  been  one  of  the  wifeft 
princes  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  **;  and  his  memory  hath 
been  commended  to  the  reverence  of  pofterity,  by  the  inimita- 
ble pen  of  the  great  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon ;  who,  in  doing 
juftjce  to  this  king's  abilities,  has  ihewn  his  own  ^  as  by  freely 
cenforing  his  errors,  he  has  fet  a  noble  example  to  Englifh  hif- 
torians,  to  be  more  foJicitous  about  truth,  than  the  reputation 
0f  themielves  as  writers,  or  the  glory  of  thofe  whofe  a&ions 
riiey  record*  Aa  example  which  fucceeding  ages  have  render- 
ed the  more  difficult  to  follow,  finoe,  as  corruption  increafesi 
it  not  only  enervates  the  will,  but  sdfo  both  weakens  and  mif. 
leads  the  judgment ;  whence,  as  good  hiftories  become  rare| 
they  become  confequently  more  valuable. 

»  Aafwer  to  tKe  reifons  for  fortign  wars,  p.  53.    See  alfo  Dr.  Davenant't 
grants  an4  refumptions,  p.  a  50*  ^  Hall,  M.  tfo,  b.    Qrafton,  p.  947 » 

P4S.  S.a«e,  HoHoglhed,  Speed,  Lord  Bacon  in  bi^  hidory  of  this  prince,  p* 
353.  ^  Thaan.  bid.  lib.  i.    O.  F.  Bi«odi  hid.  delle  Goerre  Civili  d'Inghil« 

terra.  Jobao.  Major  de  geftit  ScoComm,  lib.  vi.  P.  d'Orleant  hid.  de  RevoL 
4b  AngUtcrre,  tome  ii.  p.  ^^b,  Marfoitier  biftoire  de  Henri  VII.  dit.  Ic  fage 
•Q  le  Salomon  d*ABg!etcrrc,  Par.  la^  s.  vol.  P.  Daniel  biftoire  de  France, 
tpmc  vii.  p.  tajy  184, 
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HISTORICAL    MEMOIRS 


Sir    JOHN   CABOT. 


THE  Venetians,  throughout  this  whole  centuiy^  and  in- 
deed for  foQie  ages  before^  were  by  hr  the  moft  gene- 
ral traders  in  Europe ;  and  had  their  faAories  in  moft  of  the 
northern  Icingdoms  and  (lates,  for  the  better  managing  thdr 
affairs  p.  In  England,  efpecially,  many  of  them  iettied,  at 
London  and  Briftol  particularly  (  and  in  this  laft  place  dwelt 
John  Gabota,  Gabor,  or  as  our  writers  ufually  caU  him>  John 
pabot,  of  whom  wq  are  to  fpealu  He  had  been  long  in  Eng- 
landj  iince  his  fon  Sebaftian,  who  was  born  at  Br](|oI,  was  old 
enough  to  accompany  him  in  his  firft  voyage^. :  bc  wa^  it  feems 
a  man  perfe£Uy  fkilled  ii^  all  the  fciences  requi6te  %o  fmrm  an 
accompliihcd  fcaman,  or  a  general  trader ;  stud  having  beard 
much  of  Columbus's  expedition,  be  addrefied  himfelf  to  the 
king,  with  propofals  for  making  lik^  difcoyeiies,  in  cafe  he  met 
with  due  encouragemeiit.     v  .     .  . 

His  offer  was  readily  accepted ;  and  the  king  by  letters  pa- 
tent,  dated  March  the  fifth,  in  t^e  eleventh  year  of  his  reign, 
granted  to  him,  by  the  name  of  John  Cabot,  citizen  of  Venice,' 
^nd  to  his  tbre^  fons,  Lewis,  Sebaftian,  and  Saniflius,  leave  to 
difcover  unknown  lands,  and  to  conquer  and  fettle  them,  with 
nuny  privileges  )  refervii^g  only  to  himfelf  one  fifth  part  of  the 

P  Libel  of  Etiflifii  polity  io  keepiog  the  narrow  fea,  chap,  vih— is.  Sir  Wtl* 
Ham  Mooibn*!  naval  tra^s,  p.  44a,  443.  K  Charlevoix  biftoirc  dcla  No«h 
'"die  France,   tome  i.  p.  4-  ^  Petri  Martyria  ab  Angleria  ae  aov» 

Ofhc/Occ.  iii.  Hb.  vi.     Lopez  de  Gomara  hiftoria  general  debt  Indiaa.  th. 
d.  c.  IV.    Navigaiioni  ct  Viaggi  raccolti  da  M.  Gio.  BatU  Ranufio,  tome  in.  ia 

neat 
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neat  profits :  and  with  this  iingic  refiramti  that  the  (hips  they 
fitted  out  fliould  be  oUiged  to  return  to  the  port  of  BriftoU. 
Though  theJTe  letters  patent  were  graiited  in  f  4$S,  yet  it  was 
the  next  year  before  they  proceeded  to  fet  out  any  (hips ;  and 
then  John  C^bot  had  iai  permiiBbn  froni  the  )ung;  to  take  fix 
Engliih  (hips  in  aiiy  haven  of  the  reahn,  of  the  burden  of  two 
hundred  tons  and  iinder^  with  as  inany  mariners  as  (hould  be 
willing  to  go  with  him  ■•  . 

In  confequence  of  this  licenfe,  the  iiog  at  his  own  expence 
eau(ed  a  (hip  to  be  equipped  at  Briftoh  to  this  the  merchants 
of  that  city  and  of  London  added  three  or  four  fmall  Tcfiels^ 
freighted  with  proper  commodities,  which  fleet  JQuled  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year,  1497  ^  Our  old  chronicle-writers,  panicu- 
larly  Fabian  ^,  tell  us  of  a  very  rich  iiDand  which  John  Cabot 
promifed  to  difoover^  but  in  this  they  feem  to  miftake  the  mat- 
tery for  want  of  thoroughly  underftanding  the  fubje£l  of  which 
they  werie  w^itin^.  John  Cabot  was  too  wife  a  man  to  pretend 
to  know,  before  he  faw  it,  what  country  he  (hould  difcover, 
whether  iflabd  oir  coiitineiit }  but  what  he  propofed  was,  to  find 
a  kiord&'Weft  pafiage  to  the  Indies  ;  fo  that  he  appears  to  have 
realbned  in  the  fakne  manner  th^t  Columbus  did,  who  imagined 
that,  as  the  Port'uguefe  by  faiUng  eaft,  came  to  the  weft  coaft 
eS  the  Ladies  i  fo  he  by  (filing  we(t,  might  reach  their  oppofite 
ihore*  This,  with  his  difcovering  the  ifland  of  Baccaloes,  or 
Newfoundlatid,  was  certainly  the  fource  of  this  ftory. 

John  Cabot  having  his  fon  Sebaftian  with  him,  failed  happily 
6n  their  horth-weft  courfe,  till  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  T497, 
about  five  ih  the  morning,  when  they  firft  difcovered  land, 
which  John  Cabot  for  that  reafon  called  Prima  Fjfia^  that  is, 
firft  feen.  Another  ifland,  lefs  than  the  firft,  he  ftyled  tho 
ifland  of  St.  John,  becaufe  it  was  found  on  the  feaft  of  St.  John 
Baptift  He  afterwards  fiiiled  down  to  Cape  Florida,  and  then 
returned  with  a  good  cargo  and  three  favages  on  board,  into 
England,  where,  it  feems,  he  was  knighted  for  this  exploit : 
fince  on  the  map  of  his  difcovcxies,  drawn  by  bis  fon  Seba- 

'  Rymer*!  foedcra,  tome  sU.  p.  59s.  Haklnyt'i  colIcAiga  of  voftge*,  toqie 
ill.  p.  4.  c  Ibid.  p.  s*  '  Fabian*!  chronicle,  ai  hereafter  cited. 

«  Ibid.  Scowe. 

K  k  a  fBaiB, 
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ftbni  and  ax%  hj  Clement  Adams,  which  hong  in  the  pnrj  gaU 
lery  at  Whitehall,  there  wis  this  infcription  under  the  audior's 
ptdure ;  Effigies  Seb.  Caboti,  Ang^  Blii  Ja  Cak>d»  Teoe- 
tiani,  Militis,  Aurati,  {2f^^. 

This  was  a  very  important  difisovoy;  fince,  in  tnitht  it  was 
the  firft  time  the  continent  of  America  had  been,  fieen }  Colum- 
bus being  unacqitainted  therewith  till  his  laft  TajBge»  which 
^as  the  year  following,  wben  he  coafted  along  a  part  of  the 
iftbmus  of  Darien.    It  h  (bmewhat  ftrange,  that  our  EngKih       | 
writers  have  delivered  theie  matters  fe  confofirdlf,  e^>eciaUy       | 
fuch  as  lived  under  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth,,  and  King       I 
James  I.  and  confequently  in  and  near  the  time  of  his  fim ;       ' 
yet,  fo  inaccurate  are  their  relations,  that  feme  have  beca  in-       ' 
duced  from  thence  to  doubt,  whether  John  Cabot  made  any       ' 
difcoveries  at  all  \    The  reverend  Mr.  Samuel  Purchas,  to 
whofe  labours  the  world  is  fe  much  indebted,  dlfixyvers  a  good        ' 
deal  of  diftafte  that  America  fliould  be  fe  called,  from  Americus 
Vefputius ;  and  ailerts,  that  it  ought  rather  to  be  called  Cabo^        I 
tiana,  or  Sebaftiana  :  becaufe,  (ays  be,  Sefaaftian  Caboc  difco*        I 
iered  more  of  it  than  Americus,  or  Columbus  himfirif  ^    In        ' 
Stowe^,  and  Speed*,  we  find  this  very  difcovery  afcribed        I 
wholly  to  Scbaftian  without  any  mention  o£  hb  fiidier;  and 
yet  in  Fabian's  chronicle,  who  lived  in  tfaoie  days,  we  have 
thcfe  two  remarkable  pai&ges : 

«'  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VII.  (by  means  of 
«  one  John  Cabot  a  Venetian,  which  made  him&LF  very  ez- 
*^  pert  and  cunning  in  the  knowledge  of  the  circuit  of  the 
<<  world,  and  iflands  of  the  iame,  as  by  a  (ea-card,  and  other 
«  demonftrations  reafenable,  he  ihewed),  the  king  caufed  to 
<<  man  and  visual  a.  fliip  at  Briftol,  to  fearch  for  an  ifland, 
<^  which  he  faid  be  knew  well  was  rich,  and  repknifiied  .with 
«<  great  commodities ;  which  ihip,  thus  manned  and  vi£hialled 
*^  at  the  king's  coft,  diverfe  merchants  of  London  ventured 
•<  in  her  fniall  (locks,  being  in  her  as  chief  patron  the  faid 
^<  Venetian.  And  in  the  company  ofthe  faid  (hip,  failed  alfeoui 

^  Hiklnyi*8  voyagef,  vol.  ttl.  p.  S.    Parchsu*s  pilsrimi*  vol.  lii.'p.  4^1,  S07. 
'   Lca:aid'»  naval  hiftciy,  vil.  i.  p.  86.  1  Piigrimige,  p.  6q»* 

*  Attij-b,  p.  480.  •  Chronicle,  p.  744. 

«  of 
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««  of  Briftol  tbree  or  fouF  fm&n  fhip^,  freighted  wkh  llfgKc  tmA 
<<  grofs  merchaadizesi  as  coarfe  clotbi  capg,  laces,  points,  and 
^  other  triies;  and  ib  departed  from  Briftol  m  t^9  begitmihg 
•<  of  Majr,  of  whom  in  thi»  majper's  time  returnad  no  tid- 
*♦  ings.'^ 

Under  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  fame  klng'li  reign,  he  tellt 
lis,  «  There  were  brought  unto  him,"  i.  e.  Henry  Vil.  «  three 
^  men  taken  m  the  new-found  ifland)  thefe>  lays  be^  were 
^  clothed  in  beafts  fkins,  and  did  eat  raw  fleih,  and  fpakeiiich 
*'  fpeech  that  no  man  could  underftand  them,  and  in  their 
•*  demeanor  like  brute-bcafts,  whom  the  king  kept  a  time  after, 
•'  of  the  which,  about  two  years  after,  I  faw  two  apparrelled 
"  after  the  manner  of  Englifhmen  in  Weftminfter  palace, 
*<  which  at  that  time  I  could  not  difcern  from  Englifhmen,  till 
<<  I  was  learned  what  they  were ;  but  as  for  fpeech,  I  heard  none 
**  of  them  utter  one  word.** 

Thus  it  appears,  from  the  bcft  authority  that  can  be  dcfired, 
that  of  a  contemporary  writer,  this  difcovery  was  made  by  Sir 
John  Cabot,  the  father  of  Sebaftian  ;  and.  indeed  fo  much  wc 
might  have  gathered,  if  we  had  wanted  this  authority:  for 
Sebaftian  Cabot  being,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter,^ alive  in  155 7s 
it  is  plain,  that  at  the  time  this  voyage  was  made,  he  could  not 
be^libove  twenty  years  old  j  when,  though  he  might  accompany 
his  father,  yet  certainly  he  was  too  young  to  undertake  fuch 
an  expedition  himfelf  b.  It  is  probable  that  John  Cabot  died 
in  England ;  but  when  or  where  is  uncertain,  at  leaft  for  any 
thing  I  have  read. 

There  is,  indeed,  another  account  of  this  affair,  which  fup- 
pofes,  that  Sir  John  Cabot,  with  his  fon  Sebaftian,  failed  for 
the  difcovery  of  a  north-wcfl  paflagc  before  this  expedition,  by 
the  royal  authority,  and  that  in  this  voyage  they  had  fight  of 
the  ifland  which  was  afterwards  called  New-found-land.  To 
this  bpinion  I  fhould  alfo  incline,  if  it  could  be  ckarly  recon- 
ciled to  the  authorities  which  have  been  produced,  and  con£U 


»  This  detail  has  been  coIlrAed  from  Mr.  Thome  off  BrJrto!*«  letter  to  Dr. 
Leigh,  which  Mr.  Thorne  vtas  the  ri>n  ot  the  merchant  of  BiiOi/,  who,  in  cou*' 
junOion  with  Mr.  EJjipt,  lilted  out  the  C^botf :  as  a' fo  from  Sebdillian  Caboc*S 
ovui  acc«>\!nt«,  ind  fiorb  the  tebiarks  of  *l^'^  iijt,  r.lcw,  *A  I'n.hss. 

dcrcd 
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dered  with  the  greateft  attentiofl.  At  all  events^  whldlem 
be  the  true  account,  this  man.  Sir  John  Cabot,  was  the  original 
difcoverer ;  of  which  honour  he  ought  not  to  be  defpoiled,  even 
by  his  fon,  of  whom  we  ihall  alfo  give  £6me  memoirs  in  thdr 
proper  place.  At  prefent,  we  will  conclude  with  remarkiogi 
that  the  offer  of  Oiriftopher  Columbus^  the  favour  ihewn  to 
his  brother  Bartholomew^  and  the  encouragement  given  to  Sir 
John  Cabot  and  his  family,  do  the  higheft  honour  to  the  me- 
mory of  Henry  VII;  and  fix  the  revival  of  our  commercial  fpirtt 
to  his  reign. 
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CHAP.      IX. 

^e  Nayal  Hiftory  of  the  reign  of  Henry  Vm.  including 
the  Memoirs  of  fuQ^  CQ^n^ftt  fca-o^cers  su  flouriihe4 
therein. 


THERE  nevec  was,  in  any  period,  a  prince  who  afcende<^ 
the  Englifh  throne,  of  whom  his  fubje£ts  formed  greater 
hopes,  than  thofe  that  were  entertained  of  Henry  VIII. 
at  his  accelfionJ  He  was  then  about  eighteen  years  old,  of  ftrong 
natural  parts,  heightened  by  an  excellent  education:  and  though 
i^c  afterwards  difcovered  a  good  desd  of  obftinacy  in  bis  temper, 
yet  in  the  dawn  of  his  reign,  he  (hewed  himfelf  very  inclinable 
Co  liften  to  good  adrice ;  and  his  father  left  him  as  able  coun* 
^ellors  as  perhaps  apy  moparch  ever  had  about  him.  His  firft; 
a£b  were  confoi-mable  to  his  (bbjeds  hopes :  he  delivereid  fuch 
s(s  his  father  unjuftly  kept  in  confinement,  and,  in  their  ftead, 
Empfon,  Dudley^  and  their  creatures,  were  imprifoned*.    Yet 

«  Fabian,  p.  538.  Hall,  fol.  t.  Gnftoo,  p.  951*  Stove,  p.  487.  Holiogibcd, 
YoL  u.  p.  T99*  Cooper.  Godwin's  amiak,  p,  1—5.  Lift  of  this  prince  by 
Zdmutd  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbory  10  the  complete  hiftory  of  Eof  land,  vol.  ti. 
Sp.  Banct  In  hU  hiftqry  of  the  Rcformatioa,  vol.  i.  lod  the  reft  of  our  eelebrate^ 

hifloruBi.    ■  "    • 
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CTcn  tfaefe  were  not  deftroyed,  as  fome  have  fuggefted,  by  a 
liafty  txid  rigM*ott5  profixtmon,  but  were  left  to  the  ordtoatrj 
courfe,  and  after  that,  as  they  deferred,  to  the  due  iererity  of 
the  lam^  their  great  knowledgein  which  tkey  had  fo  flagrantly 
^bufed  to  the  ruin  of  others  >>.   Dudley,  during  his  confinement 
in  the  Tower,  compofed  a  veryexttaociinary  book,  intitledThe 
Tree  of  the  Commonwealth,  wherein  he  (hewed  a  prodigioos 
^capacity  as  a  ftatefman,  and  from  which  (though  ibr  aught  I 
know  it  was  never  publilked)  many  peftiferous  fchemes  have 
taken  their  rife,  his  family  having  held  the  reins  of  government 
there  for  near  half  a  century*  In  other  refpe6b  the  king  fhewed 
himfelf  a  very  gracious  prince,  having  a  like  fenie  of  his  own 
dignity,  and  of  his  doty  towards  hb  people. 

In  the  year  151 1  the  king  of  Arragon  and  Caftile  demanded 
alEftance  againft  the  Moors ;  whereupon  King  Henry,  who  was 
defirous  of  maintaining  to  the  utmoft  the  glory  of  the  Engliih 
Batiqn,  fent  him  1500  archers  under  the  command  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Darcy,  with  whom  went  abundance  of  gentlemen,  of  the 
beft  families  of  the  kingdom,  volunteers.  They  failed  from  Ply* 
mouth,  efeofted  by  a  fiquadron  of  four  royal  (hips,  and  landed 
happily  on  the  firft  of  June  in  the  fouth  of  Spain :  but  the  poliv 
tic  king,  who  wanted  nothing  more  than  their  appearance  to 
Inring  his  enemies  to  terms,  inftead  of  employing,  difmifled  them 
with  a  few  prefents,  and  fo  they  returned  into  England,  without 
encoumering  any  other  hazards  -than  thofe  of  the  fea^.  The 
fame  year  the  king  fent  a  like  aid  to  the  duchefs  af  Burgundy 
imder  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  Poynings,  which  met  with 
better  fuccefi ;  for,  after  having  anfwered  effe&ually  the  ends 
Ibr  which  they  were  fent,  they  returned  with  (mf)ll  \o&,  an4 
much  honour,  to  their  native  country  <>• 

Notwithftanding  what  had  fo  lately  happened  ii^  Spain^  the 
artful  Ferdinand,  by  the  alGftance  of  the  Pope,  who  cajoled 

k  8«c  a  Ttrj  fenfibk  tnd  ptthetic  ipeecb  of  Sir  Rittiard  EBpfoii  to  the  lordf 
of  cIk  covttciU  on  bit  hdn%  ctUcd  be&re  cb«m  oa  Apnl  2.3,  zsof ,  U  Loud.  Btf 
berc  of  Cherbnry*t  life  of  Henry  VIII.  p.  3.  not  wrote  for  bin  by  that  noble- 
■Ma,  «( l»«e  iflnxioc,  tbe  fib(l*nee  of  ir  hoing  ion^  bcfoK  ippew^d  fai  our  oM 
cbpoBicki,  Tiieh  at  QrAfion,  p.  -9$^,  HoKn^lhed,  toI.  ii.  p.  803.  See  tbii  cat 
•t  luffc  in  Aoderfoa'f  reports,  p.  i.  p.  ir*— 1;8.  «  Hall»  fol.  11.  llaliiiif 

(bcd,  vol.  il  p.  808.     Ferreta*s  hid.  de  Bpfan.  p.  iH.  $  itf.  4  GnAoo** 

ch^onick,  p.  js8.    Siowc,  p.  +88.    Cooper,  fol.  ir4. 

King 
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King  Hehry  \rith  fair  words  and  line  promifes,  drew  him  ta 
siiake  war  in  France^  in  bopies  of  recovering  the  dominions  of 
his  anceftors;  With  this  view^  King  Henry  was  perfuaded  to  fend 
«  nnitnerbus  arroj)  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of  Bor« 
fct,  by  fea  into  Bifcayj  in  order  to  penetrate  that  way  into  th6 
duchy  of  Cayenne  :  this  expedition  had  wbrfe  confequences  (han 
the  former,  Ferdinand  never  intending  that  tbefe  troops  (houlfi 
a£l  againft  the  French^  but^  by  their  remaining  for  fpme  tipie 
in  his  country,  fought  an  opportunity  of  over*running  Navarre, 
to  which  he  had  no  title,  while  the  French^  awed  by  the  £hg- 
liih  army,  durft  not  move  to  its  affiftance.  But,  during  the  time 
he  made  this  conqueft,  ficknefs  deftroyed  numbers  of  the  l^ng* 
lift,  fo  that  ftorily  after  they  were  conftrained  to  return  ^i  la 
Auguft,  the  fame  year^  there  happened  a  bloody  engagement 
between  the  £ngli(h  and  French  fleets,  of  which  we  (hail  give 
the  reader  hereafter  a  diftin£l  account ;  and  the  Sovereign,  the 
largeft  ihip  in  the  Engliih  navy,  being  burnt  therein,  the  king 
built  another  of  ftill  greater  burden,  called  Henry  Grace  de 
i)ieu  f .  In  the  month  of  March  1513,  another  royal  fleet  put  to 
fea,  which  engaging  the  French  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Apri)^ 
the  admiral  was  killed;  which  lois  was  foon  repaired,  and  the 
French  driven  to  take  flielter  in  their  ports^.  In  Auguft  the  king 
went  in  perfon  with  a  great  army  into  France,  where  be  made 
fome  tonquefts,  while  his  admiral  fpoiled  the  Freujch  coafts,  as 
he  alfo  did  the  next  year ;  fo  that  the  French  king  was  glad  to 
obtain  peace ;  upon  the  conclufion  of  which  he  tharried  Mary, 
Ivho  was  After  to  our  King  Henry^  but  did  not  long  outlive  hi» 
marriage  i*« 

Francis  I.  fucceeded  him^  betv«en  whom  and  the  Emperor 
Maximilian  king  Henry  kept  as  even  as  he  cpuld,  fometimes  aj& 
fifting  the  emperor,  and  fometimes  feeming  to  favour  the  French 
king,  who  prevailed  on  him  in  15201  to  pafs  over  to  Calais,  ia 
erder  to  have  an  interview  with  him  }  and  it  followed  according* 

c  Gabriel  Ohappof  hiftoire  da  royaiime  de  KiTure,  p.  6aQ.   MirUnae  hidorU 
de  rekui  Hifpanic,  lib.  xxx.  p.  563.  Hall,  foi.  17.  f  Grafcon,  p.  970* 

$C0w«)  p.  490.  Herbert*  t  Hall,  fol.  ij.  Holiilgfticd,  vol.  ii.  p.  Sitf.  God- 
win's annals,  p.  i».  h  H.  Velkii  in  Gaguini  appendix,  p.  3ax— 313.  Do- 
pleix.  tom.  lit.  p.  ^6^'^%6$,  Rymci't  fizdera,  torn.  xiii.  p.  413— 4*3.  GTmf' 
tea.    Stowc,  p.  4^5,'  49^. 
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ly»  between  the  towns  of  Ardres  and  Guines.  Oar  biftorians 
give  us  long  defcriptions  of  the  pomp  and  fplendour  which  ac* 
eompanicd  this  meeting  \  but  a  fhort  pafTage  in  a  French  writer 
feems  to  me  better  worth  tranfcribtng  than  any  thing  they  havo 
faid.  He  tells  us,  that  at  this  interview  King  Henry  caufed  an 
Englifh  archer  to  be  embroidered  on  his  tent,  with  this  fentence 
tinder  him;  Cut  adhareo pr^tefl ;.  i.  e.  •*  He  (hall  prevail)  with 
^  whom  I  {rdej*^  which>  fays  the  judicious  hiftorian,  was  not 
•nly  his  motto„  but  his  praflice,.  as  long  as  he  livedo.  In  i£TM 
there  arofc  new  differences  between  this  monarch  and  the  French 
king,  which  were  not  a  little  heightened  by  the  coming  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  who  paid  great  court  to  Henry,  and  pcr- 
fuaded  him  to  fend  over  a  numerous  army  into  France,  which 
he  did  /hortly  after  under  the  command  of  Charles  Brandon,. 
duke  of  Suflfblk,  who  wrought  the  French  infinite  mifchief,  with- 
out doing  his  country  much  good.  During  this  war,  the  cm* 
Perot's  fleet  afted  in  conjun£lion  with  the  Engjilh,  whereby  the 
if'rcnch  were  driven  to  great  diftrefs,  and  the  Scots,  being  en- 
gaged in  their  intcreft,  fiiftcrcd  alfo  very  feverely :  but  when  the 
king  evidently  faw,  that  by  hi3  affiftance  the  Emperor  Charles 
was  become  too  powerful,  and  affe^led  to  manage  all  the  afiairs 
of  Europe  at  his  wHl,  he  wifely  withdrew  his  au^cilraries,  and 
purfued  fnch  a  condu£l  as  fccmcd  moft  Kkcly  to  rcflorc  the  ba- 
fence  of  power  •«. 

In  rja^a  peace  was  eoncludcd  with  the  French  king  upon 
very  advantageous  terms,  and  foon  after  Cardinal  Wolfcy  went 
over  into  Prance,  and  had  a  conference  with  that  prince. 
Thenceforward  the  king*s  thoughts  were  much  taken  up  wilh 
his  domeftic  affairs,  and  with  alterations  in  religion  -f  fo  thaty  ex- 
cept fomc  difputcs  with  Scotland,  wherein  their  king  received 
fuch  a  check  as  broke  his  heart ',  there  happened  nothing  mate- 
rial till  the  year  1544,  when  King  Henry  joined  once  more  with 
the  emperor  againft  the  French ;  whereupon  Sir  John  Wallop- 
was  fcnt  into  France,  and  a  confiderable  force  marched  into 
.Scotland  under  the  earl  of  Hertford,  Sir  John  Dudley,  Vlf- 
i  count  Lifle,  waAiug  the  coafh  in  the  mean  time  with  a  great 

.    1  Abrtse  tic  V  hiftoire  de  France  par  Mczrny,  torn.  Jv.  p.  494^  k  Ilall^ 

KcrbertJ  Oodwin,  Dupleix.  1  Grafton,  p.  1143.     Corps  diplomatique, 

rom.  iv.  p.  i.  p.  458.    Bucl)anan>  lib.  xiv.  p.  4751  476. 

'   fleet. 
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fleet  ?".  I(^  ^^  ^<lft  <>f  ^^^'  fmnmer,  the  duke  of  Suflblk  enters 
ed  the  French  domintoits  "Arith  a  great  army,  aiftl  laid  fiege  t« 
Bologne,  ^htch  was  aMb  blocked  up  at  fea  by  the  adaliral  Vi(i 
cowt  LiQd^  who»  ;rfter  fbe  place  was  taien,  was  conftitutetf 
'gorctno^  'therecrf',  the  king  end  his  forces  pai^g  from  thenco 
tnto  England*.  The  next  year  the  French  fleet  made  feversd  ai^ 
tempts  on  the  Englifh  eoaft  with  indifferent  fuccefs ;  to  revengi 
which^  the  Vitcoant  Lifle  landed  in  Normandy,  and  burnt  idl 
tte  adjacent  country*. 

In  1546  the  French  made  an  unfaccefsful  attempt  upon  Bo^ 
logne,  the  earl  of  Hertford,  and  Vifcount  Lifle,  having  obliged 
them  cither  to  come  to  a  battle,  or  to  raifc  the  fiege :  they  chdft 
the  lattery  and  after  fome  other  attempts  at  Tea,  which  were  un^ 
ibccefsful,  a  peace  enfacd,  which  laftcd  as  long  as  the  king  li^ 
vcd*,  he  deceafing  in  the  night  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  January 
fdilowing^,  1546-47,  in  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
thirty-eighth  of  his  reign%  exceedingly  regrctcd  by  the  bulk  (€ 
his  fubjcSs,  many  of  whom  celebrated  his  praiTes  afterwards  in 
their  learned  writings ;  fuch  as  our  famons  antrquary  John  Lc^ 
land,  Sir  Richard  Morrifon,  Sir  Thomas  Chaloaer,  Becon  in  hrs 
preface  to  his  Policy  of  war,  Udal  in  his  preface  to  Erafmus's 
Paraphrafe  on  the  New  Teftament,  and  many' others.  Neither 
are  foreigners  wanting  in  paying  a  proper  tribute  of  rcfpccl  to 
the  memory  of  this  prince,  a  few  of  whom  we  fliall  remark  sft 
the  bottom  of  the  page  *• 

The  principal  eyents  only  of  this  monarch's  adminiftration, 
and  thofe,  too,  but  very  fuccinftly,  have  been  touched  Kcre,  to 
4ivoid  repeating  again  the  fame  things,  in  the  memoirs  of  thofe- 
eminent  fea-officers  who  flouriAed  in  his  reign  ^  but  before  wfe 
come  to  thefe,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  ipeak  fomewhat  as  to  the 
Cnerit  of  this  prince,  in  having  a  fpccial  and  very  commendable 
regard  to  the  grandeur,  fecurity  and  profperity  of  his  domi- 

n  Stowe,  p.  5$;.    speed,  p.  78a.    Leflei  de  rcbas  £e(Yis  Scotoram,  lib.  x. 
p.  472*  "  Hall,  fol.  158.  b.    Holing(he«l,  v«l.  ii.  p.  96^,  Go<lwip*t  annuls, 

p.  190.  ©  Dnpleix,  torn.  in.  Meieray,  Com.  W.  p.  tfjj.  Grafton^  p.  4zjC, 

P  Ccmnientairet  de  Montlor^  torn.  i.  p.  X37.  Memoires  du  Bellay,  liv.  x.  Hail, 
fot  160.     Corps  diplomat iqur,  tore,  iv,  p.  ii.  p.  30;.  4  HaH,  foK  163. 

Grafton,  p.  iiSx.  Stowe,  p.  ^93.  Speed,  p.  784.  Godwin,  p.  207.  Burnet  in 
bts  hiftoryof  the  reformation,  vol.  ii.  p.  350.  r  HoHngnied,  vol,  ii.  p.  977, 

»  Thoan.  h»ft.  Hb.  iii.  §  a.  V\i  Chcfne,  hift.  Angl.  liv.  xix.  P.  Jwvius  in  clog.  I.  vi. 
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^tlions;  his  attention  ta  merchants,  difcoTerers,  and  others^  wh(9 
aimed  at  public  utility,  in  different  manners;  as  alio,  to  make 
icme  fliorC  remarks  upon  thoie  zG^s  of  his  gofverament,  for 
which  he  has  been  both  generally  and  feverely  cenfured, 
^hat  I  Ihall  ofiet  on  tbefe  hcad^i  I  have  colleAed,  by  a  diUr 
gent  perufal  of  the  ftatut(;s  pafied  in,  and  the  public  a£b  pf  his 
lime,  which  a^re  ftill  remaining;  charters  of  cities,  towns,  and 
taorporations ;  the  folemn  ^ertions  of  intelligent  contemporary 
Writers,  and  other  authentic  evidences  ou  which  the  I'eadef  may 
depend  in  regard  to  the  fads. 

*  It  was  to  thif  great  monarch  wc  owed  the  deliverence  of  this 
^resilm,  firpui  the  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  dominion  of  the 
pap^l  fee,  which,  at  this  time»  drew  half  a  million /er  annum 
from  hence.  He  ^^ded  the  titles  of  Defender  of  the  Faitix, 
and  Kingqf  Ireland,  to  the  crown,  which  he  i|iade  iupreme  in 
all  caufes,  ecclefiaftical  as  well  as  civil.  Scotland  he  humbled 
fo  the  duft,  ^n^  buiU  fhe  ftrong  qtadel  of  Carlisle,  tp  keep  the 
Scots  in  awe.  Other  kings  had  pofleffcd  "Vyalcs  j  he  reduced  it 
into  order,  civilized  the  people,  and  with  the  appellation  gave 
them  all  the  privileges  of  Englifl^  fubjei^s.  He  improved  on 
the  %€t  which  his  father  obtained^  for  giving  a  f^n&ion  tp  the 
Stv^hatnber,  by  caufing  its  decrees  to  be  inferted  into  ftatute^. 
He,  by  authority  of  parliament,  framed  a  cour(  of  wards,  and 
a  court  of  augiqeptatioqs.  I)e  reduced  into  a  confident  rcgu* 
larity  almoft  every  branch  of  our  domeftic  po|icy.  By  an  aA 
of  parliament  the  pay  and  punilhuient  of  foldiers  w^  fettled, 
which  in  efFe£l  was  the  firft  aA  againft  mutiny  an(i  defertiou. 
.  By  hi;  prerogative,  and  at  his  own  e;(pedce,.  he  la^d  the  foun- 
dation,  and  fettled  tl^e  conftitution  of  the  prcfent  royal  navy. 
But,  notwithftanding  thefe  additiojial  forces,  he  kept  up  a  mar- 
tial fpirif  ampqgf^,  by  putting  arms  into  the  hands  erf*  all  bis 
fut(je£ts,  exafting  alfo  the  legal  ferviccs  of  the  fca-^owns  and 
finque-ports.  He  was  at  great  pains  to  reprefs  the  humour  of 
preferring  grazing  to  tillage,  which  fpread  as  well  as  continued 
that  depopulation,  by  which  it  was  introduced.  He  took  care 
that  provifions  fhould  be  both  plentiful  and  cheap.  He  made 
laws  for  the  planting  and  prefcrvation  of  timber.  He  caufcdfo 
much  of  Hounflow  heath  as  belonged  to  him  to  be  leafed  and 
iipprovcLU  S;:vcrrJ  good  laws  were  made  in  his  time  for  procu- 
ring 
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|:t&g  and  maintaining  a  breed  of  (bund,  well  fized,  and  fenrice* 
nble  horfes.  The  poor  had  a  legal  maintenance  alligned  them^ 
Power  was  given  to  magiftrates  to  fet  idle  people  to  work,  and 
vagabonds,  efpecially  gypfies,  were  (everely  puniihed.  Moft  of 
the  defe^i  which  were  many,  in  refpeA  to  laws  againft  mur« 
der,  were  removed.  The  manner  of  proceeding  againft  piratet 
was  fettled.  For  the  common  benefit  of  the  fubjedit  the  making 
and  the  maintaiqing  highways  and  bridges  was  adjufted  by  fta- 
tute.  Watermen  were  regulated ;  deeds  of  bargain  and  fale 
irere  directed  to  be  enrolled;  the  fecurity  of  property  was  en- 
larged by  the  aAs  refpe£ling  wills  and  teftaments ;  ^fury  was 
reftrainedi  and  legal  intereft  fixed  at  ten  ffr  cevt.^  which,  though 
^  high  rate  to  us,  was  fifir  below  what  the  j^ws  in  former^  and 
the  Italians  in  thefe  tinges  exacted- 

The  laws  made  in  his  time,  for  the  facilitating  and  fupport  of 
inland  navigation,  clearly  demonftrate,  that  the  importance  of 
large  rivers  began  tq  be  uoderftood,  and  efteemed  more  than 
during  the  civil  wars,  when  public  welfare  gave  way  to  privatp 
intereft.  The  Thames,  the  Oufe,  the  £xe,  the  rivers  of  South- 
ampton, the  Sevemi  if^»  were  freed  frqm  wears,  and  other 
pbftrudions  :  on  the  f^m^  principle  an  aA  paffed  for  rendering 
the  river  of  Canterbury  deeper,  in  order  to  its  becoming  navi* 
gable.  The  illegal  tolls,  and  other  opprefiive  duties  on  the  S&- 
yern,  were  fuppreifed,  that  the  great  communication,  by  that 
noble  river,  might  be  as  free  as  poiTible.  The  malung  of  cables^ 
and  other  hempen  manufaflures,  which  had  been  the  principal 
ftay  of  Bridport  in  Porfetfliire,  was  fecured  to  that  place,  by 
ftatute.  More  thali  one  law  was  pafled  to  prevent  the  harbours 
in  Devonfbire  ai|d  Cornwall  firom  being  injured  and  choaked  up 
by  the  ftream-works  of  the  tin-mines,  Ap  aft  was  alfo  paflTed 
in  favour  of  the  port  of  Scarborough }  and  with  regard  to  Do- 
ver, the  haven  being  in  a  manner  fpoiled,  the  king  expended  be- 
tween (ixty  and  fcventy  thoufand  pounds,  out  of  his  own  cof- 
fers, in  building  a  new  pier,  and  other  neceflary  works.  Some 
favours  he  likewife  granted,  out  of  confideration  to  their  har- 
bour, unto  the  inhabitants  of  Pool.  But  not  to  dwell  upon  a  fubir 
je£t  that  might  employ  a  volume,  let  us  barely  mention  his 
founding  the  two  royal  yards  of  Woolwich  and  Deptford,  the 
cradles  of  Britain's  naval  power  y  and  his  founding  at  the  latter 
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his  nobk  marine  guild,  or  fraternity  of  the  IVinity^  dendtniiia^ 
red  from  thence  of  Dcptford  ftrond.  Thefe  were  manifeft 
proofs  of  his  acquaintance  with,  and  attention  to,  the  real  and 
effential  intercfts  of  his  fubje£ts.  It  may  indeed  be  faid,  that 
itiany  of  theie,  being  aOs  of  the  legiflature,  ought  not  there* 
fore  to  be  afcribed  fingly  to  this  prince )  which,  in  regard  t# 
any  other  rtign,  would  be  a  good  objeAion^  But  though,  ia 
fuch  matters,  parliaments  in  other  times  did  what  they  pleaied^ 
almoft  without  the  king,  yet  Henry  did  what  he  pleafcd  with, 
«nd  parliament  ftudied  to  pleafe  him.  Other  hiftories  will 
fhcw,  and  very  truly  too,  what  evils  flowed  from  this  fource* 
It  is  my  felicity  to  have  no  concern,  but  to  prove,  that  fomt 
good  things  came  likewife  through  this  channel,  which  is  cer- 
tainly a  point  of  judice  to  do,  if  I  had  abilities  to  perform  it. 
He  was  likewife  very  felicitous  in  providing  for  the  fecority 
of  his  dominions,  that  whatever  (hare  he  thought  fit  to  take  in 
the  affairs  of  the  continent,  his  crown  might  be  at  all  times 
fafe,  and  the  public  tranquillity  in  no  danger*  His  militia  and 
his  navy  were  always  ready  for  fcrvice  ;  but  to  give  them  Iciiurc 
to  arrive  he  covered  all  his  havens  with  fortrcfles.  Guines,  for 
the  prote£^ion  of  Calais,  he  rendered  impregnable,  and  madfe 
BuUogne  ftrong  enough  to  refift  all  the  force  of  France.  He 
^onftrufted  a  ftrong  cafllej  on  the  ifle  of  Portland,  and  built 
another  at  Hurft,  to  guard  Southampton  and  the  adjacent  coa(b, 
the  two  forts  called  Cowes  for  the  guard  of  the  lile  of  Wight  ^ 
Camber  caftle  to  defend  Winchelfca  and  Rye,  as  South-fea 
cadle  was  ere£led  to  fecure  Portfmouth,  Sandgate,  Walmer, 
Deal,  and  Sandown  caflles,  were  ail  raifecf  by  him  to  preferve 
the  cinque-ports  $  as  was  that  of  Queenborough  to  cover  the 
other  fide  of  Kent.  Nor  did  he  overlook  or  neglc6k  the  more 
diilant  pans  of  this  iiland,  as  the  ftrong  and  coftly  caftles  of 
Pendennis  and  St.  Maws  in  Cornwall  clearly  witnefs.  We  may 
think  the  Icfs  of  thefe  fortifications,  by  feeing  moft  of  them 
blinking  into  ruins,  being  fuffered,  through  neglect,  to  knoulder 
and  decay  ;  but  thry  were  once  works  of  wonder,  for  all  that, 
coft  Henry  mijienfe  furas,  and  in  his  own  days  were  both  ufefiil 
and  honourable,  whatever,  through  a  change  of  chcumftances, 
they  may  l>e  now.  He  was  magnificent  in  his  palaces,  fuch  as 
lifidcwcll  and  Whitehall,  here  in  bis  capital ;  Beaulicu  inEflex, 
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^onefuch  iii  Surry,  Chdfca  and  Hampton- court  In  Middlcfex, 
Dartford  and  Greenwich  in  Kent,  and  Windfor  caftle  in  Berks, 
whick  he  much  improved.  Thefc  buildings  were  cxpenfiYc, 
encouraged  artifts,  gave  employment  to  multitudes,  and,  hf 
the  king's  example,  fprcad  a  fpirit  of  this  fort  over  all  England, 
as  Leland,  and  other  contemporary  writers  remark,  and  praife 
him  for  it  exceedingly ;  and  of  i^hat  pafled  in  their  own  times, 
we  cannot  be  fo  good  judges  as  they,  in  rcfycCt  to  the  fafety 
thofc  fortrefles  procured,  or  the  good  cffeQs  which  the  king's 
tafte  in  building  and  other  polite  arts  produced. 

Though  dreaded  by  his  clergy,  and  little  beloved  by  the  old 
nobility,  Henry  was  revered  by  the  gentry,  whom  he  employed 
and  advanced,  and  had  the  affections  of  the  commons,  to 
whom  he  was  kind.  He  made  laws  for  regulating  meafures, 
£>r  improving  the  woollen  and  i^^orfted  manufactures,  and  for 
preventing  frauds  in  pewter,  by'which  exportation  was  prevent- 
ed. He  was  an  enemy  to  monopolies,  and  to  the  opprei&on  of 
incorporated  companies,  whom  he  reftrained  from  making  bye- 
kws,  but  with  the  aflent  of  the  chief  juftices.  He  caufed  the 
fees  of  apprentices,  at  being  bound  and  made  free,  to  be  fixed 
by  a  ftatute  j  and  alfo  decbred  bonds  taken  by  mafters  from 
their  apprentices,  that  when  they  had  ferved  their  times,  they 
would  not  kt  up  their  refpeftive  crafts,  to  be  void.  In  refpeCt 
to  foreigners  exerciling  trades,  of  which,  in  thofe  days, 
there  were  in  London  many  thoufands,  which  occafioned  mucU 
heart-burning,  many  tumults,  and  one  great  infurreCtion ;  he 
directed  a  ftrift  inquiry  in  the  Star-chamber,  and  then  converted 
the  decree  made  there  into  a  law,  by  authority  of  parliament. 
As  this  has  been  liable  to  mifinterpretation,  as  a  meafure  de- 
ftruftive  to  induftry,  it  may  be  proper  to  fet  it  in  a  true  light- 
Thefe  (trangcrs  took  no  Englifli  apprentices  or  fervants,  they 
nnderfold  by  dcbafing  wares,  they  did  not  bear  a  ihare  in  taxes 
or  public  ferviccs,  they  affected  to  live  in  communities,  and  to 
hold  meetings  for  fupporting  their  rnterefts  agalnft  the  natives  ; 
and  when  they  were  grown  rich  by  thefc  and  fuch  lii^e  arts, 
they  went  home  with  their  wealth,  and  left  their  nephews  or 
fervants  here,  In  poffefllon  of  their  trades.  All  the  hardfhip^ 
put  upon  them  by  the  king's  law  was,  to  fet  them  on  a  level,  in 
a^l  thefe  refpcCts,  with  his  own  fubjeCts.    He  was  alfo  a  lover  of 

learned 
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learned  Hien,  and  an  encourager  of  learned  proFefiioiis.  H^ 
founded  the  royal  college  of  phyficianSf  granted  them  excenfivt^ 
privileges  by  charter,  which  was  fupported  by  a  ft&tute  j  and 
he,  in  like  manner,  exempted  furgeons  from  being  on  juries,  of 
ferving  offices,  as  being,  in  its  confequences,  detrimental  to  fo^ 
ciety.  He  invited  over  Hans  Holbein,  and  other  ingenious  fo*- 
reigners,  rewarded  them  liberally,  and  encouraged  all  new  in* 
ventions,  of  which,  iiF  w«  had  room,  we  could  give  a  confider* 
able  catalogue,  that  were  introduced  under  his  aufpice,  or  at 
Icaft  during  his  reign  ;  which,  having  laftcd  almoft  thirty-cighe 
years,  muft  have  brought  in  manners,  as  we  (hall  fee  it  actually 
did,  that  had  a  very  ftrong  effe£t  upon  the  fortune  and  condi* 
tion  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Robert  ThornCi  a  merchant  of  Briftol,  in  the  year  1 5271 
addrefled  himfclf  to  the  king  by  a  letter,  wherein  he  rcprefented 
what  great  advantages  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Ponugal 
drew  from  their  colonies,  and,  in  a  very  pathetic  ftrain,  exhort* 
ed  him  to  undertake  difcoveries  towards  the  north,  concerning 
irhich  he  gave  many  hints,  fupported  by  very  plaufible  reafons^ 
The  king  underftanding  that  this  gentleman  had  great  experi*^ 
cnce,  as  well  as  a  very  penetrating  judgment,  yielded  to  his  re* 
queft,  and  ordered  two  fhips  to  be  well  manned  and  vi6):uallcd 
for  this  expedition,  of  which  Mr.  Thome  himfclf  had  the  di* 
rcftion.  The  iffuc,  however,  of  this  voyage,  is  very  uncertain* 
ly  recorded :  all  we  know  of  it  is,  that  one  of  the  fliips  cm-» 
ployed  therein  was  loft,  and  that  the  other  returned  home 
without  difcovering  any  north-weft  paflagc,  though  certainly  no 
care  or  pains  were  wanting  in  fucli  as  were  concerned*  Mr* 
Thorne,  the.pa'incipal  undertaker,  lived  to  be  afterwards  mayor 
of  Briftol,  and  dying  in  a  good  old  age,  with  a  very  fair  repu* 
tation,  lies  buried  in  the  Temple  church*^. 

In  1530  Mr.  William  Hawkins  of  Plymouth,  father  of  the 
famous  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Knt.  and  himfelf  efteemed  one  of 

t  Haklnyt*$  voyagef,  vol.  i.  p.  1x4.  u  Mall,  fol.  158.  b,     Herbert's  Hifti 

of  Hen.  Vllf.  in  Kcnnct,  vol.  ii.  p.  85.  Hakluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  itp,  %i%.  Pur- 
chas's  pilgrims,  vol.  iii.  p.  806— 809.  Weever's  funeral  ibonmiicnu,  p.  44}. 
Though  FuUer  in  hU  worthies,  under  Briftol,  p.  35.  fpeaking  of  the  great  benefi- 
cence of  this  truly  eminent  and  worthy  pcrfoni  iaticiatet|  that  he  lies  boned  Id 
St.  Cbrillopher's,  near  the  Exch^ge,  London* 

the 
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tiie  aUcft  JTcamcn  of  kb  time,  fitted  out  a  ftout  tsdl  ttdp^  fiijs 
iosjr  uitbor;  at  his  own  expehce^  called  the  Paul  of  Pljmottthf 
gf  the  bnvden  of  two  hundred  and  fifrf  tons;  in  which  he  made 
ihree  voftigci  to  the  coaft  of  Brafil,  touching  alfi>  on  the  coaft 
)Df  Gtinieaf  where  he  traded  in  Oanes,  gold«  and  dcphants  teetbj 
eppeniiig  thelrebjF  tlve  channel  q{  that  rich  and  extenfire  com* 
tnerce,  which  has  been  fince  carried  on  in  thofe  parts  *• 

Left  fiiccdsftiU  though  undertaken  with  greater  hopes»  was 
the  famous  Voyage  <^  Mr.  Hoire  of  Ix>ndony  a  worthy  merchant, 
imd  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  men  of  his  timle.  His  peribn 
was  tall  and  graceful^  his  knowledge  folid  and  extenfivct  his . 
fcehiviobr  infinuating  ahd  polite  \  all  which  is  necefiarjr  to  bo 
uoblerVed  ;  fince,  bj  his  dtfcourles  on  the  honour  and  profit  of 
Aifcofenes  in  North  America,  he  infpired  no  leis  than  thirty 
jgentkmeily  of  family  and  fortune^  with  a  deiirc  of  fliaring  in 
the  fatigoesof  his  intended  voyage'.  They  equipped  two  (I^ps, 
one  called  khe  Trinity^  of  oiie  hundred  and  forty  tons,  com- 
biandcd  by  Mr.  Horey  the  other  the  Minion,  of  lefs  burden  $ 
land  on  board  theTe  there  embarked^  ih  all>  one  hundred  and 
Iwemy  perfons. 

They  failed  from  Gravcfend  on  the  thirtieth  of  Aprils  1 5369 
«nd,  without  any  remarkable  accident^  arrived  on  the  coafts  of 
MewfbUndlattdi  where,  while  they  were  intent  on  difcoveriesy 
^ey  mxt  reduced  to  fuch  diftreft  for  want  of  food,  that  fome 
of  them  wheiti  oh  fhore  killed  and  ate  their  companions.  At 
laft,  wfiien  they  were  on  the  poibt  of  being  all  ftarved,  a  French 
Ihip  arrived^  well  furnifhed  with  provifions,  of  which  they 
faiade  themfelves  tkiafters,  and  returned  therein  to  England;  but 
in  ftich  a  miferaUe  condition,  though  they  were  not  out  above 
feren  knonths,  that  Shr  William  Butts  and  his  lady  did  not  know 
their  own  fonj  who  was  one  of  the  company,  but  by  an  extra- 
brditiary  wart  on  his  knee.  Some  months  after  arrived  the 
frenchmen  whom  they  had  fpoiled,  and  made  a  great  clamour- 
^t  court  about  the  wrongs  they  had  received ;  into  which  King 
Henry  having  made  a  ftriA  inquiry,  he  was  fo  much  moved  at 
the  nUferies  thefe  brave  men  had  fufFered,  that  he  generoufly  re- 
paid the  Frtnch  to  their  fatisfaftion  out  of  the  treafury,  and  pro- 
moted feveral  of  thofe  who  returned  from  this  difaftrous  voyage; 

*  Hakloyt's  TOyagct,  vol.  Ml.  p.  700-  *  IWd.  p.  7»4- 
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amongft  the  reft  Mr.  Armigal  Wade,  who  was  many  years  aftef 
derk  of  the  council  to  himfelf  and  his  ion  Edward  VI. '•  One 
thing  more  I  muft  remark  before  I  i|uit  this  fubjef^,  and  that  isg 
that  the  reverend  Mr.  Hakluyt,  from  whom  we  have  thefe  par* 
ticnlars,  rode  two  hundred  miks>  in  order  to  take  them  from 
the  mouth  of  Mr.  Butts,  the  only  fnrvivlng  pedbn  of  thofe  who 
had  made  this  voyaged 

The  Engliih  commerce,  during  the  reign  of  thb  prince,  ex- 
tended itfelf  very  much,  efpecially  towards  the  new«4ilcovcred 
lands  in  the  north,  ta  which  by  degrees  a  regukur  trade  was  fix- 
ed^ and  in  the  Levant  encouraged  by  the  great  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  two  maritime  ftates  of  Italy,  Venice,  and 
Genoa.  In  proof  of  this  I  will  give  the  title  of  a  patent  granted 
by  this  monatcb  to  a  Genoefe,  to  execute  the  office  of  a  conful 
of  the  Englifli  nation  in  the  iile  of  Ghio,  the  original  of  which 
is  ftill  preferved  in  the  library  ol  the  fociety  for  propagating 
Cbriftiao  knowledge*  It  runsthus)  <<  Exemplar:  lifecarum  pat# 
^<  Henrici  regis  o£bvi,  in  quibus  conceffit  Benedi&o  Jilftiniani 
*^  mercatori  genuenfi,  officiom  five  locum  magiftri  piote£lori$, 
^*  five  confuUs ;  infra  infulam  five  civitatem  4e  Scio.  Tefio 
^'  rege  apud  Chdfehith,  quinto  die  Odobris  reg.  xxiii.** 

it  fcemsj  indeed)  to  have  been  the  king's  maxim,  as  may  bo 
gathered  from  the  ftate  papers  of  his  reign  which  have  reached 
our  time9>  t6  have  made  ufe  b£  all  his  foreign  negociations  ibr 
the  furtherance  of  trade,  to  which  his  agents  Ley  and  Pace,  the 
former  employed  in  Spain,  and  the  latter  to  Venice  and  the  S wtfr 
cantons^  had  a  ftrcmg  inclination.  As  to  Pace,  he  had  formed 
a  plan  for  enlarging  our  foreign  trade  into  the  TurkKh  domi- 
nions, which  was  hindered  from  coming  to  the  king's  notice 
by  the  arts  of  Cardinal  Wolfcyj  who  firft  decried  him  as  a  nuuU 
man,  and  then  by  his  ill  ufage  made  him  really  fuch*. 

After  doings  as  indeed  it  was  our  duty  to  do,  juftice  to  this 
monarch's  intentions,  which^  wuh  refped  to  foreign  afiairs^  were 
always  what  they  ought  to  be;  that  is,  he  meant  to  preferve  the 
independency  of  the  fovereigns  of  Europe,  and  make  himfelf  the 
umpire  of  ^cir  diffeirnces ;  ^e  muft  next,  in  juftice  to  dur  fub^ 

»  Hakluyt'*  voyi gcs,  rol.  HI.  p.  130.  « Ibid.  p.  1 31.  «  Strype^i 

memoriaU,  rol.  i.  \a  the  sppeodu.    Horbcrtj  Btuiwt^  Wood's  Athexu  Ozoneolii » 
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jeftj  (ay  fiisiewhat  <^  the  confcqttaice$  that  attended  his  inter- 
fcrisg  lb  much  as  he  did  with  the  affair^  of  the  coqtinei^ty  an4 
of  the  high  price  he  paid  for  that  reputation  vhic}x  he  attained. 
Botj  prenotts  to  this^  let  it  be  obferved,  that  fuch  a^  have  cen* 
fured  him  for  changing  (i4^,  as  the  hiftory  of  his  reign  plainly 
fbews  he  did^  are  in  the  wrong  to  afcribe  it  to  the  inconftancy 
of  his  temper^  fince,  as  that  leaned  antiquary  Sir  Robert  Cot^ 
ton  ^  truly  obferves^  it  .pugbt  r^^bcr  to  be  placed  to  the  account 
of  iin  aUicpf 

When  the  Smpcror  Maximilian  entered  into  a  league  with 
this  monarcht  he  promifed  to  al&ft  in  perfon,  to  recover  fof  him 
fbc  crown  of  France*  and  to  repel  the  tyrannical  king  who  then 
wore  that  crown ;  he  prpmiled  him  likcwife  the  duchy  of  Milan 
to  him  and  his  heir8*male»  to  be  held  as  a  fief  of  the  empire ; 
and,  as  if  this  had  not  been  enough,  he  likcwife  aiTured  him  the 
reverfioo  of  the  imperial  crown}  and  the  Roman  empire.  But, 
when  he  had  ferved  his  tttrn,  he  left  King  Henrj  to  ferve  him- 
self how  he  could.  Yet  this  ufage  did  not  hiqdei:  him  from  en* 
tering  into  a  confederacy  with  pbarles  V.  whp  fed  him  witl^ 
the  hopes*  that*  when  hy  their  joint  fupport,  the  conftable  of 
^ourbon  ihould  be  put  into  pofieilion  of  the  kingdom  of  France^ 
he  fhoold  do  homage  for  it  to  King  I|enry*  yet  afterwards^ 
thsough  his  aOiftancei  their  affairs  being  in  a  profperous  con- 
liition*  and  the  Frenefa  king  in  the  greatei^  diftrefs,  when  Mr. 
Pace*  the  king  of  England's  ambaflador*  defired  farther  affti- 
pnnces*  th^  were  plainly  refufedi  fo  that*  to  break  with  fuch 
allies  as  thffe*  ought  not  to  4raw  apy  imputation  upon  hi^ 
character. 

The  timei  in  which  he  liyed*  ai^d  the  tamper  of  tbofe  princes 
with  whom  he  had  to  deal*  may  furnifh  fome  excufe  for  his  con* 
duA  I  and  perhaps  the  fecret  engagements  of  his  minifters,  by 
the  means  of  penCons  or  prpmifes  from  foreign  powers*  mighty 
if  tibey  could  be  thoroughly  jcxpofed,  juftify  the  king  ftill  farther* 
by  proving*  that  he  was  mifled  in  thofe  meafures,  which  indu* 
ced  him  to  take  fuch  fteps  for  maintaining  his  intereft  and  gran^ 
deur  akoad*  as  deeply  diffareffed  and  impoveri(hed  his  fubjefls 
)iere  at  home. 

^  In  his  dircoqrfe  of  foreign  war,  Londont  1^99,  <)T9.  p.  90, 

M  m  a  "^Iht^ 
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That  immenfe  treafure  his  hihtr  left  behind  ^tm  ^  qvi^t 
confumed  in  the  great  expeditions  he  undertook,  hi  the  iraaiu 
porting  raft  armies  to  the  continent!  themaintaitting  them  in  kht 
fields  and  in  garrifons,  and  the  high  fubifidies  gmnted  to  hit  al- 
lies, while  he  was  £ghting  all  the  time  in  other  men's  ^nancist 
:Snd  got  little  or  nothing,  at  leaft  that  was  worth  );eepmg,  fef 
himfelf.  When  ail  that  mafs  of  money  was  goncj  he  demanded 
d];Ld  received  fucfa  affiftance  from  his  parliament  as  none  of  his 
predece{{brs  bad  obtained.  To  all  this  they  added  that  prodi« 
gious  grant  of  the  eftates  of  all  the  retigious  bodes  in  this 
realm,  which  at  that  time  amounted  to  i  $0,000  poimds^j 
annutn,  and  which  were  vcftcd  in  the  crown  for  efer.  Befides 
thefe  legal  impofitions,  this  king  acquired  no  fmall  fbm  hy  me^ 
tbods  which  had  no  better  iuppoit  than  the  ftretch  of  h^  prDi> 
rogative  ^  to  mention  only  a  few : 

In  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  rieign,  he  had  a  loan  df  ten  per 
cent,  out  of  the  perfonal  -eftate  of  fuch  of  hb  lubjeAs  as  wert; 
worth  from  twenty  to  300  pounds,  and  twenty  marls  firon^ 
fuch  as  were  worth  more.  This,  indeed,  was  only  borrowed^ 
and  they  had  privy  fcals  for  their  money;  but  the  paritameni 
kindly  interpofcd  four  years  after,  and  releafed  his  Majefty  from 
the  obligation  of  paying  fo  much  as  a  farthing  df  tbbfe  debts. 
Neither  muft  it  be  forgot,  that,  in  collefking  this  loan,  the  vdue 
of  every  man!s  eftate  was  put  upon  his  oath  ;  ib  that  every  M}^ 
ject  was  in  jeopardy  eithef  of  poverty  or  perjury. 

Jn  the  fcventeenth  year  of  his  reign  he  had  anoti^er  great  iouip 
m  which  an  oath  of  ftcrecy  was  adoiiniftered  to  the  commifion^ 
^rs,  and  they  were  impowcred  to  tender  the  like  oathto  fudi  aft 
came  before  them  :  though  this  was  ftyfed  an  amicable  grants 
yet  the  commiiliontrs,  to  quicken  men  in  their  oifFers,  threaten* 
ed  them  with  imprifonment  of  their  perfons,  and  confifcatton  oF 
tTicir  eilates.  In  the  thlrty-fixth  year  of  his  reign,  he  demanded 
and  received  a  lo^in  of  eightpence  in  ^he  pound  of  fuch  perfims 
as  were  worth  from  forty  /hillings  to  twenty  pounds,  and  ooe 
/hilling  in  the  pound  from  fuch  as  were  worth  more.  By  whtc!| 
n  appears,  that  as  he  fell  early  into  necefficy,  notvithfhndtng 
the  rich  exchequer  that  he  came  to,  fo  he  was  not  long  oat  of 
neceffity,  after  that  prodigious  acccflion  to  the  royal  revpiuc 
made  by  the  confifcation,  before-mentioned,  of  the  abbey-lands. 
'•-'  The 
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tli^Wl^rf  attwuy  |hat»  iritta  befonnd  himlelf  ptrdTed 
iisr  Mctofljr,  bt  tocktkc  «oft  detriniait^  waf  of  ratfiag  it«  whicli 
tM0  t)M  ^  pmOifiof  fipqa  in$  ooin*  It  may,  howercr,  fisem 
MblM,  trbcther  the  altKcatiQa  be  mtde  ia  thefirft  yw  of  lii| 
fiigQIMitliKithtlikt^^^  Qc(^,  indeed,  cdin&rtj'^efliiUixi^i. 
Ml  of  ft  poimd  of  filvcr,  by  which  be  nuibd  thtt  ii^al  to  thr^ 
ibfltii^  aM  niMeiiaice  an  ounce;  but,  as  the  ftandard  was  no| 
aherel^  it  ia  not  at  all  ioqmbaUe  that  the  motiveti  upon  wbsd^ 
)ie  made  this  alteration,  might  be  hononrable  eooughi  ^nt,  aa 
the  latter  «Bd  of  bit  re^  hia  condvi^  in  thia  f  efpeft  heeaaMt 
inexcii£ible,  becaufe  bighljr  detrimental  to  hit  popple. 

Th^fi  fiicft  ftrolBe  irf  thit  bad  policy  wat  in  the  thirty^fomth  year 
fif  his  rdgp,  ^1^0  he  nft  only  divided  the  pound  into  lofty -ei^ 
flli]fing%  by  whldi,  if  tfaexoi^  had  ren^ain^d  in  ttt  former  pnrityt 
^er  would  have  been  raifed  to  feor  fhilUagt  an  ounce,  but 
irided  i^fo  two  ovnces  rf  bafe  metal  ia  the  potund,  iniitad  of 
eighfieea  paiHiprrigbt,  which  raifed  it  mnt^ace  ^Ifpenay  an 
inimce  aaare.  Not  cpntentsd  w^h  tbiti  in  the  thirty-fii^th  year 
of  his  veign,  he  coined  flfioney  that  was  but  half  filvcr  %  and 
fhodgjii  fime  ojf  ^e  cfa^oniclet  of  f bofe  timet  lay,  that  by  -tbit  ha 
fidfed  it  to  fom  fbffihigt  an  ounce,  yet  in  faft  he  bfOKgbt  it  up^ 
to  eight  <hiUingi*  intbeoei^yearke^TethefiniihingArofce^ 
by^ainfaig  money  that  ha^  hot  four  punces  of  filver  in  the  pomi4 
weight }  fo  that  filver  iitras  then  at  twelve  (hillingt  an  ounce;  the 
conleqlien(;f  of  which  wis,  that,  after  his  df»th,  his  fhilUog  fell 
fo  nincpence,  and  afterwards  to  futpeace  \  that  is,  people  would 
take  <hem  (br  no  more. 

It  is  iq  ^e  obferved,  that  the  greateft  part  of  this  money  W4!| 
coined  3irto  teftons,  which,  though  tbey  were  never  called  fiiil* 
UDg%  yet  pailcd  jnn  bb  time  for  twelvepence :  they  are  faid  to 
^e  been  of  brals  covered  wifh  filver  %  and  tbeie  were  the  piecet 
Aat  fdl  firft  to  ntnepencc,  and  then  to  fixpe^ce  *,  and  a  piece  of 
that  valae  being  found  very  ^onvexiient  in  change,  they  were 
cpified  of  good  filver  at  that  rate  in  fucceedipg  times,  and  froqi 
hence  qame  the  word  tefter.  He  made  lifcewiie  fome  alterations 
^1  bis  gold  coins }  all  which  was  occafioned  by  his  foreign  vrars« 
and  other  expenfive  meafures,  which  forced  bib  upon  tbeie 
methods,  unknown  to  any  of  his  royal  predeceflbrs  even  in  the 
^imes  of  their  grcatcft  neceiTui^. 

'■■"'■'■'■'  It 
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.  It  is  inconceiTable  what  ftrange,  as  well  as  what  had  tffcEts 
.  this  debafement  of  the  coin  produced,  and  whicbi  as  the  com-* 
mon  people  for  want  of  difcenunent  were  nnable  to  afcribe  to  its 
proper  caufe,  they  were  led  from  thence  into  a  Yartety  of  ezrors^ 
which  naturally  rend^ed  diem  deGrous  ofrery  improper  mn* 
fares,  which  they  vainly  hoped  would  prove  remedies.  All 
things  of  a  fudden  grew  extravagantly  dear;  as  indeed,  how 
ihould  it  be  ocherwife?  for,  let  a  prince  be  ever  fo  powerful,  he 
canoeit  change  the  nature,  or  even  the  value  of  things,  nor  will 
his  debafidg  his  coin  fiiik  the  worth  of  the  commodities  or  ma* 
nufaAures  that  are  to  be  purchafed  with  k. 

At  firft  fuch  alterations  wiU'create  great  confufioa,  which  can- 
not bu^  be  detrimental  to  private  property,^  yet  by> degrees  men 
will  be  taught  to  fet  up  their  natural  againlt  the  regal  {>reroga« 
live,  and  whe^i  they  find  money  of  lefs  value  than  it  iliottld  be, 
they  will  infift  uppn  having  more  money*  But,  notwithflandiiig 
experience  points  them  to  this  remedy  in  their  private  dealings, 
yet,  as  all  men  are  buyers  as  well  as  fellers,  it  is  eafy  to  pcirceive, 
that,  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  things,  a  general  clamour  will  arife 
about  the  dearnefs  of  neceflary  commodities,  which  may  be,  as 
it  then  was,  attributed  to  fatfe  caufes,  which  occafioned  not 
only  ineffe£tual  remedies  to  be  applied,  but  fiich  as  wefe  alio 
injurious,  heightening  old,  and  being  sdib  prpdu£tive  of  £reil| 
inconveniencies. 

To  this  may  be  afcribed  many  of  the  complaints  that  are  to 
be  met  with  in  the  hiftorians  of  tbofe  times,  and  many  of  tho 
laws  too,  that  were  founded  on  popular  conceit,  and  which, 
though  they  were  enaAed  to  give  public  fatisfaAion,  were  re- 
pealed again  in  fucceeding  reigns,  when  they  were  felt  to  be  pob* 
lie  grievances.  If,  as  the  Roman  poet  obferves,  there  is  a  pica- 
fure  in  beholding  ftorms  and  tempefts  when  we  are  iafe,  and  out 
of  their  reach,  there  is  ceKainly  much  greater  fatis&^on  in  cod^ 
templating  the  political  foul  weather  of  former  times,  which  w« 
are  not  only  exempt  from  feeling,  but  which  our  prefent  happy 
cOnftittttion  fecures  us  from  any  apprehenfion  that  we  or  our  po* 
Klerxty  fhall  ever  feeU  But  this  fatisfadion  may  be  ftill  be^kt 
'  rcned,  by  a  rational  refle£iion  upon  what  pafled  in  tbofe  times, 
on  the  conneftlon  between  miflakes  in  policy,  the  mifcfaie& 

created 
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created  hj  tbem,  and  the  inifconftru£kions  that  were  fometimea 
pot  on  thcie  by  tfaofe  who  fufiered  them. 

It  is  the  power  of  making  thefe  remarks,  and  of  felting  things 

even  of  the  niceft  nature  in  their  true  light,  that  is  one  of  the 

greateft  advantages  attending  freedom.  In  times  paft,  no  doubt, 

there  might  be  many  who  had  heads  clear  enough  to  make  theft^ 

or  perhaps  better  rcBedions,  but  they  were  obliged  to  conceal 

them,  becaofe  readbns  of  ftate  would  have  made  that  a  crtmey 

which  was  commendable  in  itfelf,  but  which,  notwithftanding 

that,  will  never  be  commended  but  amongft  a  firee  people*  The 

peafures  that  we  have  cenfured  andlezpofed  were  certainly 

marks  of  the  power,  the  esccffive  power  of  the  prince  by  whom 

they  were  taken,  and  who,  it  is  very  probable,  did  not  forefce 

the  conieqnences  that  would  attend  them :  they  ferved  ibme 

immediate  purpofe;  and  he  who  is  urged  by  an  ambitious  will, 

when  be  is  poflefied  of  abfolute  power,  will  feldom  look  farther* 

But  thofe  who  live  under  milder  prmces,  and  in  better  times, 

will  difcern  from  fuch  hiftorics  the  dangers  to  which  a  people 

muft  be  always  ezpofed,  who  want  the  £ifeguard  of  a  legal  con* 

ftitntion,  which  may  defend  them  from  having  thofe  privileges, 

beftowed  upon  them  by  God,  torn  from  them  at  the  wiU  of 

one  of  their  feUow-creatures, 

Bat  it  is  time  to  pais  from  thefe  matters  to  the  glorious  iea« 
men,  to  whofe  meooories  we  have  undertaken  to  do  right,  and 
of  whom  feveral  flouriihed  in  this  martial  reign,  that  are  but 
very  flightly  mentioned  in  thofe  hiftories  where  we  might  rea- 
ibnably  have  expeAed  the  befl  accounts  of  them.  As  far  as  the 
narrownels  of  our  limits  will  permit,  we  will  endeavour  to  fup^ 
ply  that  iek&  herCf  beginniiig  with 

Sir  EDWaRD  HOWARD,  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
England,  and  Knight  of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the 

IF  the  advantage  of 'an  illuftrious  deTcent  adds,  as  We  com^ 
monly  fuppofc  it  does,  to  the  reputation  of  great  atchievc- 
ments,  dien  the  memory  of  this  very  gallant  and  worthy  man 
i»ill  have  a  double  right  to  ouf  fefpcft.    He  was  a  fccond  foe 

of 
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«f  the  moft  noble  houfe  of  Noirfelk,  and  derived^  from  tba  eit^ 
annple  of  his  father,  tbofe  qnalities  which  moft  adorn  the  bighcil 
tides,  untainted  loyakf^  and  inVineible  botim^.  He  bcgati 
early  to  teftiiy  his  indlQatbn  to  ttie  fea-fertieey  6tikt  l^e  find 
him  employed  in  the  Zanders  expedition  in  1492,  when  King 
Henry  VIL  thoilght  fit  to  affift  the  duke  of  Bm^gnody  again^ 
^s  rebellious  fubjefb.  As  we  porpofely  omitted  aa  acamnt 
of  that  expedition  in  hii  reign,  lei  us^  aa  ilrai  omr  iiit'cttioii 
then,  infert  it  hece; 

The  Flemings,  naturally  a  brave  people^  ahd  fiond  of  Iree^ 
dom,  grew  uneafy  under  the  y6ke  of  the  hoide  of  Adbriai 
and  under  the  command  of  the  Baitm  de  Ravenfidn,  beg^  to 
throw  It  offl  In  order  to  this^  they  feinted  the  toiim  and  barti 
hour  of  Sluys,  from  whence  they  fitted  out  abundance  of  lef. 
fels,  of  pretty  confklerable  force,  and^  under  colour  of  purftu 
ing  their  enemies,  took  and  plundered  icBi&  of  all  natiboa^ 
without  diftinAion }  aod  as  the  Englifh  trade  to  Flanders  wai 
then  very  cxtenil^ve,  their  {hips  fufiered  at  leaft  as  much  as  any 
tither ;  which  was  the  true  rdofon  why  King  Henkf  ^  iipon  the 
firft  application  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  fent  a  fi{uadron  of 
twelve  fail,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  PoyningSj  witH 
whom  went  otit  Sir  Edward  Howard,  then  a  very  young  mas^ 
to  learn  the  art  of  war.  The  duke  of  Saxohy^  in  coniequence 
of  his  alliance  with  the  duke  of  Burgundjr>  marched  with  ah 
army  into  Flandets,  and  befieged  Sluys  by  land:  and  Sir  Ed;. 
vrzrd  l^oynings  therenpon  bloelbod  it  up  with  his  fleet  by  JTea. 

The  port  was  deiended  by  two  ftrong  caiUes^  which  the  Fle« 
filings,  who  had  nothing  to  truft  to  but  ferct,  defended  with 
unparalleled  obftinacy ;  infomuch,  that  though  Poynings  attack* 
cd  them  cOnftantly  every  day;  for  twenty  days  fucceffively,  yet 
he  made  no  gre^t  ImpretBon ;  till  at  laft,  through  accident,  the 
bridge  of  boats,  by  which  the  communication  Between  the  cafi 
ties  was  preferved  took  fire  \  itrhereupon  thfe  bdfieged  were  glad 
to  furrcndcr  their  city  to  the  diikc  of  Saxony,  And  their  port 
and  caftles  to  the  Englifh^.  In  this  expedition  Sir  Edward  wai 
made  a  knight,  for  his  extraordinary  braver^,  df  whith  he 

«  Hall,  fot  li,  i%,  b.    Palyd.  Vir,  p.  584.    Lord  ftaoon't  liiftory  of  ftenrr 
Tn.  vo).  ii.  p.  304,  ^i. 

garc 
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^avt  frequent  infiances  during  that  Jk>og  reigiii  and.fp  t)io- 
voogbly  eftabiiflied  hia  reputation^  that  King  Henrj  Vllt  oi^ 
his  .acceffion,  made  choice  of  him  for  his  ftaMidard-besirerS 
Vhich  in  thofe  days  was  confidered  not  only  as  a  mark  of  par«> 
ticttlar  feVoiir^  but  as  a  toftimop y  alio  of  the  higheft  confidence 
and  greattft  refpc& 

.  In  the  fourth  year  of  the  (ame  reigU}  he  w^  created  Lord 
High  Adofiiral  of  England  ^^  and  in  (hat  ftatiofi  convoyed  the 
marquis  <rf  Dorfet  into  Spain,  of  whofe  expedition  we  have  aU 
Iready  fpoken;  as  alfo  of  the  manner  in  which  it  ended.  The 
liOrd  Admiraii  afteip  the  landing  of  the  forces,  put  to  fea  again, 
and  arriving  bn  the  ieoafts  of  Bretagbe,  landed  fome  of  his  men 
about  Con'qget  and  j^r^ft  %  who  ravaged  the  country,  and  burnt 
feveral  of  the  little  towns.  This  iroufed  the  French,  who  bc« 
gap  immediately  to  £t  out  a  great  fleet,  in  order  to  drive,  if 
poffiblei  the  Engliih  from  their  coafts :  and  as  this  armament 
Was  very  extraordinary,  fiLing  Henry  fent  a  fquadron  of  five 
ttnd  twenty  tall  flxips,  which  be  caufcd  to  be  fitted  out  under 
his  own  eyo^  at  Portfmouth,  to  the  a&iftance  of  the  admiral  f. 
Among  ihefe  were  two  capital  fiiips  t  one  called  the  Regent^ 
commanded  hy  Sir  Thomas  KneVet,  mafter  of  the  horfe  to  the 
kingt  and  the  other j  which  was  the  Sovereign^  by  Sir  Charlea 
jSrandon,  afteiwards  duke  of  Sufiblk.  When  thefe  vefTeb  had 
joined  the  admiraU  his  iSeet  confided  of  no  Icfk  than  forty-five 
fail,  with  wlxich  he  immediately  refolved  to  atuck  the  enemy^ 
yho  were  by  this  timie  ready  to  come  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Breft'.  Authors  dliOfer  much  as  to  their  number,  though  they 
agree  pretty  well  as  to  the  name  of  the  admiral,  whom  they 
kail  Primatlget)  yet  it  JTcema  they  agree  in  a  miftake:  for  the 
hiftorians  of  Bretagne  aiTure  us,  they  have  no  fuch  name  in 
ihat  piroViMe  \  tod  that^  undoubtedly,  it  ought  to  be  Porfmo* 
gticr'. 

4  Ph.  i.  H.  Vin.  p.  t.  n.  14.  «  Pat.  W.  H.  VIII.  p.  a.  t  tikli^ 

M.  tu    ttoHnglhedy  Tol.  ii.  p.  81;.    Herbert,  p.  ix.  f  Hifloircde 

tnnce,  par  P.  Dioid,  tome  vil.  p.  31  j. 

k  Wc  have  tbst  from  the  laft  cited  aHthor,  who  centSnIf  jadget  right :  f>T 
from  the  Siciir  PorfraogiMr,  our  old  chronicles  took  Sir  Pierce  Morgao,  which  ig 
the  naasc  they  liaTf  thought  fit  to  bcHow  on  the  French  idaiira)  j  as  the  Ridcf 
■117  fee  in  Hally  fol.  x&.  a.  and  Gnftoo,  p.  $70. 

Vol.  I.  N  n  Whatever 
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'  Whatever  hid  name  was,  or  whatever  the  force  of  his  fleet 
might  be,  which  our  writers  fay  confifted  of  thirty-nine,  and 
the  French  only  of  twenty  fail,  he  was  certamly  a  very  brave 
man.  The  fhip  he  commanded  was  called  the  Cordelier,  which 
was  fo  large,  as  to  be  able  to  carry  twelve  hundred  fighting 
meil,  exclufive  of  mariners.  At  this  time  there  were  nine  hun- 
dred oh  board;  and  encouraged  by  their  gallant '  officer,  they 
did  their  duty  bravely.  Sir  Thomas  Knevet,  in  the  Regent, 
which  was  a  much  lefs  ihip,  attacked  and  boarded  them.  The 
action  lafted  for  fome  time  with  equal  vigour  on  both  fides: 
at  laft,  both  admirals  took  fire,  and  burnt  together,  wherein 
were  loft  the  two  commanders,  and  upwards  of  fixteen  hun- 
dred valiant  men  K  It  fecms  this  accident  ftruck  both  fleets 
with  amazement ;  fo  that  they  feparated  without  fighting,  each 
claiming  the  vifiory,  to  which  probably,  neither  had  a  very 
good' title. 

In  the  beginning  of  tlie  next  April,  the  admiral  put  to  fea 
again,  with  a  fleet  of  forty-two  men  of  war^  befidcs  fmaB 
veflels,  and  forced  the  French  into  the  harbour  of  Brefi', 
where  they  fortified  themfelves,  in  order  to  wait  the  arrival  of 
a  fquadroti  of  gallies  from  the  Medlteitanean.  Sir  Edward 
tiotvard  hstvihg  confidered  their  pofture,  refolved,  fince  it  was 
Impdflible  to  attack  them,  to  bum  the  country  round  about ; 
which  he  accordingly  performed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  care  they 
toUld  take  to  prevextt  it :  and  yet  the  French  lay  (till  under  the 
cover  of  their  fortifications,  and  of  a  line  of  twenty-four  large 
hulks  lafhed  together,  which  they  propofed  to  have  (et  on  fire, 
In  cafe  the  Englifh  attempted  to  force  them  to  a  battle  ».  While 
the  admiral  was  thus  employed,  he  had  intelligence  that  Mr. 
l^regent,  with  the  fit  gallies  from  the  Mediterranean,  were  ar- 
rived oh  the  coaft,  and  had  taken  fhelter  in  the  bay  of  Con^* 
quet.  This  accident  induced  him  to  change  his  metfures;  fo  that 
he  now  refolved  firft  to  deftroy  the  gallies,  if  poffible,  and  then 
to  return  to  the  fleet.  UpOti  his  advancing  to  reconnoitre  Pre- 
gent's  fquadron,  he  found  them  at  anchor  between  two  rocks, 

f  Qodv\aU  ahhals^  p.  io.  H.  Velleti  ia  GagiilQi  appendii,  p.  318,  319* 
Duplctii  romeiii.  p.  2^3.  Ii  Graftoo,  p.  97Z.     Stowc,  p.  491.    Cooper* 

M.  175.  1  A.  D.  i5i».  «  Hall,  fol.  *2.  b.    Hoiirg(bcd,  vol.  it 

p.  &i0.    Rapio,  vol  i.  p.  72X. 
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Cf^each  of  which  fiood  a  ftrong  fort;  and,  which  was  like  to 
give  him  (till  more  trouUe,  they  lay  fo  far  up  in  the  bay^  that 
he  could  bring  none  of  his  ftiips  of  force  to  engage  them.  The 
only  method,  therefore,  of  which  he  could  think,  was  to  pu^ 
the  braveft  of  bis  failors  on  board  two  gallics,  which  were  in 
his  fleet,  and  with  thefe  to  venture  in,  and  try  what  might  be 
be  done  againft  all  fix'. 

This  being  refolved  on,  he  went  himfelf,  attended  by  S}f 
Thomas  Cbeyne,  and  Sir  John  Wallop  on  board  one  of  theni; 
^ind  fent  Lord  Ferrers,  Sir  Henry  Sherburn,  and  Sir  WiUia;^ 
Sidney  on  board  the  other ; .  and  having  a  briik  gale  of  win^, 
iailed  dire£Uy  into  the  bay;  where,  with  his  own  galley^  he  at- 
tacked the  French  admiral.  As  foon  as  they  were  grappled. 
Sir  Edward  Howard,  £cfllowed  by  feventcen  pf  the  braveft  of 
faif  (ailorsj  boarded  the  enemy^  ^nd  we^e  y^ry  gallantly  receiv- 
ied;  but  it  fo  happened^  that  in  the  tnidfi  of  the  engagement 
ithe  gallics  flieered  afunder;  and  the  French,  taking  that  ad- 
vantage, forced  all  the  Englifh  upon  their  decks  overboard| 
except  one  feaman,  from  whom  they  quickly  learned,  that  the 
admiral  was^  of  that  number  ^.  Lord  Ferrers,  in  the  other 
galley,  did  all  that  was  poffible  for  a  very  brave  man  to  do ) 
but  having  fpent  all  his  {hot,  and  perceiving,  as  he  thoughjt> 
the  admiral  retire,  he  Ukewife  made  the  be£t  of  hk  WJ  out  of 
the  harbour'. 

We  have,  ia  a  certain  noble  writer's  accurate  hiflory,  fome 
^ery  fingular  drcumftances  relating  to  this  unlucky  adventurp. 
He  fays,  that  Sir  Edward  Howard  having  confidered  the  pof- 
ture  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  haven  of  Breft,  and  the  confe- 
quences  which  would  attend  either  defeating  or  burning  it^ 
gave  notice  thereof  to  the  king,  inviting  him  to  be  prefent  at  fo 
glorious  an  aAion ;  deHring  rather  that  the  king  0iould  have 

B  Herbert,  p.  13^  Memoires  dv  BelUy,  liv.i.  Pupleis,  tome  iii.  LofiDj^ 
liis  life  thus  unhappily,  as  obfcrvcd  by  Mr..  Anftii,  before  he  could  b^Te  notice 
that  his  mafter  had  honoured  him  with  his  order.    Regifter  of  the  garter,  vol.  ii»' 

o  Godwin,  Stowe,  Speed,  Father  Daniel  fays,  he  died  of  a  wound  he  received 
in  the  farmer  eogagemont,  which  is  a  plain  mxftake. 

P  This  Lord  was  Sir  Walter  Devereox,  knight  of  the  garter,  aaceftor  of  tbo 
fid  euU  of  Eilcjt,  and  of  the  prefent  vifconnts  of  Hereford. 
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fhc  honour  of  dcftroying  the  French  naral  force  than  him^*; 
a  loytil,  generous  proixifition:  fuppofing  the  honoorj  not  the; 
danger,  too  great  for  a  fubjcft ;  and  meafufing  (no  doubt  ytrj^, 
juftly)  bis  mafteKs  courage  by  liis  own }  the  only  ftandard  mctt 
of  his  rant  and  tcmpcr'of  mind  CYcr  tifc. 
'  ^  But  his  letter  being  ^aid  before  the  cqunci^,  tbcy  were  alto- 
gether of  another  opinion  \  conceiving  it  was  much  too  gnes^  i 
hazard  for  his  Majefty  to  expofe  his  perfon  in  fuch  an  enter- 
prize  j  and  therefore  they  wrote  ibarply  to  the  admiral,  coni- 
xnanding  him  not  to  fend  excufes>  but  do  his  duty.  This,  as  it 
well  might,  piqued  him  to  ^e  utmoft,  and  as  H  ^^^  hid  trowed 
maxim.  That  a  feaman  never  did  good,  vfho  was  not  refohxte  tl» 
a  degree  of  madnefs,  fo  he  took  a  fudden  refolution  of  a^ng  in 
the  manner  he  did. '  When  he  found  his  gall^  Aide  away,  and 
faw  the  danger  to  which  he  vras  expofed,  he  took  his  chain  o| 
gold  nobles  which  hung  about  hi?  fieclc,  and  hb  great  gd4 
Whiftle,  the  enfign  of  his  office,  an4  threw  them  into  the  fea,  to 
present  the  enemy  from  pofleffing  the  fpoils  of  an  Englilh  admi- 
i-al.  Tlius  fell  the  great  Sir  Edward  Howard,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  April  15 13,  a  facrifice  to  his  too  ^uick*  fenfc  of  honour 
in  the  fervice,  and  yet  to  the  manifeft  and  acknowledged  detri- 
tncnt  of  his  country;  for  his  death  fo  deje£Vcd  the  Ipirits  of  his 
failorS)  that  the  fieet  was  obliged  to  return  home  i  which,  had 
he  lived,  would  not  have  happened. 

There  never  certainly  was  a  braver  man  of  his,  or  confo- 
gaently  of  any  family,  than  ^his  Sir  Edwatd  Howard  \  and  yec 
wc  arc  affurcd,  that  he  was  very  far  from  being  cither  a  mere 
foidicr,  or  a  mere  feaman,  though  fo  eminent  in  both  charac- 
ters :  but  he  was  what  it  became  an  Englifh  gentleman  of  fo 
high  quality  to  be;  an  able  ftatefman,  a  faithfol  counfellor, 
and  a  ffce  fpcaker.  He  was  ready  at  aU  times  to  hazard  his 
life  and  fortune  in  his  country's  quarrels ^  and  yet  he  was  againi^ 
her  quarrelling  on  every  flight  occa(ion,or  againil  her  interefts. 
tie  particularly  difluaded  a  breach  with  the  Flemings,  for  thefe 
wife  ancl  ftrong  reafons :  that  fuch  a  war  was  prejudicial  to 
commerce  abroad ;  that  it  diminiflied  the  cuftoms,  while  it  in- 
creafcd  the  public  expences  *,  that  it  ferved  the  French,  by  000* 

<  Lord  Herberts  life  lod  rsigoof  Unry  Vill.  A.  O.  15 1|. 

ftrainiJig 
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ilpiiiiuig  tlie  inhabitants  of  Flanders  to.  deal  irith  AfCrn  againft 
^tir  will;  and  that  it  tended  to  the  prejudice  c^  pur  liiaaufac* 
l«m,  I17  internipttag  our  intcrcotirCe  with  (hple  by  whom  thef 
frare  principally  improved '. 

Thus  <}ttalified»  we  need  not  wonder  he  attained  fiich  high 
luoaoursj^  though  he  died  in  the  flower  of  bit  age.  Henry  gra- 
tified his  ardonr  with  titjes,  and.  Toch  like  rewards;  niaking 
iiim  Admiral  of  England,  Wales,  Irebnd,  Normandy,  Gaf- 
coigne,  and  Aqiutain,  for  lifc  1  and  caofuig  him  to  be  chofea 
knight  of  the  garter^:  belieting  that  he  fluDold  thereby  com^, 
inand,  as  indee^l  he  did,  not  only  the  iitmoft  iervice  Sir  Edwq^d 
-wuld  do,  bat  alfo  all  the  force  and  intereft  of  his  potent  fami*» 
4y :  which,  however,  that  prince  ill  requited,  as  we  fl^all  fe« 
in  die  tiext  life.    This  Sir  Edward  Howard  married  Alice.  *. 

Widow  to  Sir  William  Parker,  Knt.  and  daughter  of  William 
}>o>felj  Lord  Morley^  by  whom  be  had  no  iflue^  He  was^^ 
M  ibon  as  the  news  of  his  unfortunate  death  reached  the  ears 
of  his  toyal  qKifter,  fiicceeded  v^  his  hi^h  c$ce  by  hif  elde^  | 

brother 

Sill  THOMAS   HQWABb,  afterwards  carl  of 
Surrey,  and  duke  pf  Norfolk,  <ir^* 

IF  we  fpokc  firft  of  the  younger  brother,  it  was  in  Tcfped  to 
his  dignity,  and  to  its  date  i;  for  though  the  junior  fon,  he 
was  the  elder  admiral :  in  point  of  merit  they  were  equal. 
Thomas  earl  of  Surrey,  reftored  afterwards  to  the  title  of  dultt 
of  Norfolk,  treafurcr  to  I)enry  VJII.  and  the  fathor  of  both 
thefe  brave  men,  ipared  tot^ther  himfelf,  or  hts  ions,  when 
the  fervice  of  the  <Jrown  and  his  country  required  it.  In  the 
third  year  of  this  king's  reign,  a  §cots  feaman.  Sir  Andrew 
ISreton,  or  Barton,  with  two  ftoiit  teflHs,  one  named  the  Lion, 

^  Lloyd*!  Sttfe  WbrtMcs,  p.  141. 

•  Aflimole'i  Order  of  the  Girtcfi  p.  713.  Tht  king  of  Scots,  in  a  letter  to 
King  Kttiry  VXIL  Mif  24,  1513.  fpeaks  thns :  «'  And  fiirely,  dearett  bfotber^' 
**  «e  -chink  mow  loft  is  to  you  of  the  late  Admiml^  who  deoea/ed  to  his  great 
"*  bonoar,  than  the  advantage  might  have  been  in  winniiig  all  the  French  ga|« 
•Mies.*'  ^ 

t  Baronagimn  Angiiar,  Col.  3.  I7<  MS.  in  mj  poflciHon. 

'the. 


286       \  HISTORICAL   MEMOIRS 

the  other  Jenny  Perwin,  ranged  on  the  Englifh  coafts^  and  in* 
terrupted  all  navigation.  His  pretence  was,  letters  of  rqprifals 
granted  him  againft  the  Portuguefe,  by  James  III.  bte  king  of 
Scots  (whom  his  rebellious  fubjeds  murdered) ;  and  under  co- 
lour of  this,  he  took  fhips  of  all  nations,  alledging  they  had 
Tortuguefe  goods  on  board  ".  On  complaint  of  thefe  grievan- 
ces to  the  privy-council  of  England,  the  father  of  our  admiral, 
then  carl  of  Surrey,  faid,  *«  The  narrow  fcas  fliould  not  be  fo 
<<  infefted,  while  he  had  eftate  enough  to  funii(h  a  ihip,  or  a 
'•<  fon  capable  of  commanding  it  *.** 

Upon  this,  two  (hips  were  immediately  fitted  out  by  the  two 
brothers,  as  I  conceive  at  their  own,  or  at  their  father's  ex- 
t  pence  * :  and  my  reafon  for  it  is,  becaufe  had  they  gone  with 

^  the  king's  commiiTion,  they  would  probably  have  had  a  fqua^ 

dron.  BeGdes,  they  needed  no  commifibn ;  for  pirates  being 
bojles  humani  generis^  enemies  to  mankind,  every  man  b  at  li- 
berty to  a£t  againft  them;  and  on  this  very  principle  King 
Henry  juftified  this.  a£Hon  7.  Indeed  moft  of  our  hiftorians 
overturn  thefe  arguments,  by  ftyling  Sir  Edward  Howard  Lord 
Admiral,  and  faying  his  brother  ferved  under  him  on  this  occa- 
£on.  The  ^tper  ma^  6e  true,  oi)  account  of  Sir  Edward's  ex- 
perience ;  \(o!^  as  to  the  formef  |t  is  plainly  erroneous ;  as  ap- 
pears by  the  date  of  his  patent  in  the  fucceeding  year  '•  On 
|he  whole,  I  think  it  moft  likely,  this  was  a  private  expedition, 
•  with  the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  king,  but  not  by  his 
•  ipecial  cpmmi(Eon|  or  immediate  authority  \  as  will  quickly  ap- 
pear by  ftill  ftronger  teftimony*  ^ 

The  Lords  having  been  fome  days  at  fea,  were  feparated  by 
a  ftorm,  which  gave  Sir  Thoma^  Ifoward  an  opportunity  of 
coming  up  with  Sir  i^ndrew  Barton  in  the  Lion,  whom  he  im- 
^mediately  engaged.*.  The  fight  was  long  and  doubtful;  for 
.Barton,  who  ^as  an  experienced  feaman,  and  who  had  under 
him  a  determined  crew,  made  a  moft  defperate  defence;  him- 
felf  chearing  them  with  a  boatfwairi's  wbiftle  tp  his  laft  breath. 

«  Hall,  fol.  If.    Leflcl  de rebus  geftis  Scotorum,  lib.  viii.  p.  355.    Buchanaa* 
yh.  xili.  p.  4^4,  415.  "^  Lloyd's  State  Worthies,  p.  14).  *  Graf- 

ton, p.  9tf«.     Hotmgfhed,  ▼ol.  ii.  p.  Sit.  T  See  hit  Mfwer  to  die 

dcocs  kto^'s  rcmonft ranees.  »  ^  Henry  VII.  p.  X.  ■  GodTPw'f 

«ao«ti>  p*  8.    Cooper*4  cUionicle,  foL  sy^*  b« 

The 
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The  lofs  of  their  captain  was  the  only  thing  that  coul4  induce 
them  to  fubmit,  which  at  laft  they  did ;  and  were  received  to 
quarter  and  fair  ufage  ^.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Edward  fought^ 
and  took  the  confort  of  the  Lion,  which  was  likewife  a  fh*ong 
Teflely  and  exceedingly  well  manned.  Both  thefe  ihips,  with 
as  many  men  as  were  left  alive,  being  in  number  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  they  brought,  the  fecond  of  Auguft  151 1,  into  the 
river  Thames  as  trophies  of  their  viAory.  The  men  were  (ent 
to  the  archbifhop  of  York's  palace,  now  called  WhitehaU; 
where  for  ibme  time  they  remained  prilbners,  but  afterwards 
were  difmi^d,  and  fent  into  Scotland^. 

King  James  IV.  who  then  governed  the  Scots,  exceedingly 
refented  this  a£Uon,  and  inftantly  fent  ambalTadors  to  Henry,  to 
demand  fatis&^Uon ;  on  which  the  king  gave  this  memorable 
anfwer :  <<  That  punifliing  pirates  was  never  held  a  breach  of 
«  peace  among  princes.'*  King  James,  however,  remained  ftill 
diflatisfied ;  and  from  that  time  to  his  unfortunate  death,  was 
never  thoroughly  reconciled  to  the  king  or  £ngli(h  nation.  I 
referved  this  remarkable  event  for  the  life  of  Sir  Thomas,  be- 
caufe  the  (hip  of  Sir  Andrew  Barton  became  his  prize,  and  I 
thought  it  by  no  means  proper  to  repeat  the  ftory  in  both  lives : 
as  to  Sir  Edward's  being  made  admiral,  in  preference  to  his  d- 
der  brother,  it  muft  have  arifen  from  his  greater  acquaintance 
with  naval  affairs,  or  from  the  family's  defiring  to  have  the 
eldeft  fon  always  at  hand,  to  aflSiil  his  father,  who,  bciides  his 
many  high  employments  of  lord-treafurer,  earl-marihal,  and 
lieutenant  of  the  north,  had  the  jealoufy  of  the  potent  Cardinal 
Wolfcy  to  contend  with  *. 

Sir  Thomas  Howard  accompanied  the  marquis  of  Dorfet  in 
bis  expedition  againft  Guyenne,  which  ended  in  King  Ferdi- 
nand's conquering  Navarre  \  and  the  commander  in  chief  falling 
fick.  Sir  Thomas  fucceeded  him,  and  managed  with  great  pru- 
dence, in  bringing  home  the  remains  of  the  Englifh  army  f .  He 
was  fctrce  returned  before  the  ill  news  arrived  of  his  brother  the 
lord  admiral's  death  i  whereupon  the  king  inftantly  appointed 

fc  Stowe'f  annali,  p.  489.  «  Herbert'*  life  of  Henry  VII F.  p.  7. 

d  UaU,  fol.   15.  b.     Sir  Wiliitm   Dniinmond'i  biftory  of  the  five  Jjitacfcs, 
p.  139.  e  Lloy4*i  State  Worthiei,  p.  131*     Burftet'i  UiHury  of  the  Rtfor- 

naciun»  vol.  i.  b.i.  t  Graftoii,  p.  9^%, 
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him  ki^  fucce(!br.  Sir  Thomas  returned  his  mailer  (tneere 
thanksi  as  well  for  this  mark  of  his  confidence,  as  for  affording 
him  an  opportunity  of  revenging  his  brother's  death:  The 
French  (hips  were  at  that  time  hotering  oVer  the  Engltih  coafts) 
but  Sir  Thomas  quickly  fcoured  the  feas  fo,  that  not  a  bark  of 
that  nation  dttrft  appear  $  and  on  the  Brft  of  July,  15139  land- 
ing in  Whitfahd  bay*  he  pillaged  the  cdilntlrjr  adjacent,  and 
burnt  a  confiderable  town  K  The  king  was  then  engaged  in 
Picardyi  having  the  emperor  in  his  fcir\ce\  and  thia  induced 
James  IV.  to  invade  England  with  a  mighty  armyj  fuppoililg  be 
ihould  find  it  in  a  manner  defencelcfs  |  but  Thomas  earl  of 
Surrey  quickly  convinced  him  of  his  miftakr,  marching  towards 
him  with  a  powerful  army,  which  ftrengthened  as  it  moted: 
dr  Thomas  Howard  returning,  on  this  news  of  this  inTaBon; 
landed  five  thoufand  ireterans,  and  made  hafte  to  joid  hia  father; 
The  eari  of  Surrey  difpatching  a  herald  to  bid  the  Scob  king 
battle,  the  lord  admiral  fent  him  word,  at  the  fame  time^  that 
he  was  come  in  perfon  to  anfwer  for  the  death  of  Sir  Andrew 
Barton;  which  evidently  (hews  how  far  that  was  a  perfonai 
affair.  This  defiance  produced  the  famous  battle  of  Fl6ddci> 
field,  which  was  fought  the  eighth  of  September,  ij;t3^ 
therein  Sir  Thomas  lioward  commanded  the  van-guard,  and 
by  his  courage  and  condu£^  contributed  not  a  little  to  that  glo* 
rious  viftory  in  which  King  James  fell,  with  the  flower  of  hii 
armyi  though  not  without  the  daughter  of  abundance  Cf  Eng- 
lilh^ 

King  Henry  thought  hiihfelf  fd  nluch  obliged  at  that  tiiDe  to 
the  Howards,  for  this  and  other  fervices^  that  at  a  parliament 
held  the  next  year,  he  reftored  Thomas  carl  df  Surrey  to  the 
title  of  Norfolk  <,  and  created  the  lord  admiral  earl  of  Surrey, 
who  took  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  I^eer^,  not  is  a  duke^s  foni 
but  according  to  his  creation  *•  Thefe  favours  were  firom  the 
king;folr  as  to  the  cardinal  mlniftcTi  he  made  the  duke  d 
Norfolk  fo  uneafy^  ii  high  treafdrer,  that  in  tUe  tbuile  of  si 

8  tialli  f«l.  ft},  b.  Stoiivt,  p.4»i.  OodwiA*t anjiiUt.  p.  ii,  13*  ^  CrJ- 

p.  984.  Haltog&ed,  fol.  a.  p.  8»9«  Spee^  p.  755.  See  an  original  lecca  of 
Quftcn  Catharine  to  her  lord  (Heiiry  VIII.)  dated  Vokome,  the  fixteentli  o*  Sep- 
tember, i5i3,acqtiair.ttnghiih  with  che  Ofewsofthis  great  v\€toty,  10  ^ylloge  epiS> 
a  variii  Aagl.  princip.  fchipt.  p.  xc6.  I  A«  X),  1 J14.  k  Pm.  5  Heo, 

VlII.  p.  »•  jn.  f  I.    Journal  of  parliameot  eod.  amio. 
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very  few  yeaR  he  was  glad  to  refign  that  high  charge  to  hk 

The  war  being  ended  with  France,  the  admiraPs  martial  ta> 
lent  lay  fonoe  time  unemployed ;  but  certain  difturbances  in 
Ireland  calling  for  redrefs,  the  zStlvc  earl  of  Siurey  was  fent 
thither,  with  acommilFion,  aslord-^d^puty*,  where  he  Aippreiled 
Defmond's  rebellion,  humbled  the  O'Neals  and  O'Carrols,  and 
without  affe£ting  fevertty  or  popularity,  brought  ail  things,  into 
good  order,  leaving,  when  he  quitted  the  ifland,  peace  and  a 
parliament  behind  him  'b,  and  carrying  with  him  the  afle£lions 
of  the  people,  though  he  performed  not  all  he  intended,  the 
cardinal  grudging  the  honour  he  hakl  already  acquirj^d^  and  re* 
folving  to  hinder,  at  all  events,  his  gaining  more  \ 

The  pretence  for  recalling  him.  was,  the  breaking  out  again 
of  a  French  wan  Before  it  was  declare^  the  French  ihips  of 
war  interrupted  (according  to  cudom)  the  Englifh  trade,  fo  that 
we  iuffered  as  their  enemies,  wtuk  their  ambafladors  here 
treated  us  as  friends.  The  lord  admiral,  on  his  arrived,  reme« 
died  this  inconvenience  -,  he  immediately  fitted  out  afmall  fqua;* 
dron  of  clean  (hips,  under  a  vigilant  commander,  who  foon 
drove  the  French  privateers  from  their  beloved  occupation* 
thieving,  to  their  old  trade  of  ftarving  ^«  In  the  fpring.  Sir 
William  Fitz-Williams,  as  vice-admiral,  put  to  fez,  with  a  fleet 
of  twenty-eight  men  of  war,  to  guard  the  narrow  feas  p  ;  and 
it  being  apprehended^  that  the  Scots  might  add  to  the  number 
of  the  king's  enemies  by  fea  as  well  as  land,  a  fmall  fquadrop 
of  feven  frigates  failed  up  the  Frith  of  Forth,  .  and  burned  all 
fuch  vefTels  as  lay  there,  and  were  in  a  condition  of  going  to 
fea  ^.  In  the  mean  time  the  admiral  prepared  a  royal  navy,  with 
which  that  of  the  Ediperor  Charles  V.  was  to  join  ;  and  as  it 
was  evident  that  many  inconveni^ncies  might  ari/e  from  th« 
fleets  having  leveral  commanders  in  chief,  the  carl  of  Surrey^ 
by  fpecial  commiffion  from  Henry  VIII.  received  the  emperor's 
commiffion  to  be  admiral  alfo  of  the  navy,  which  cqnfified  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  tall  (hips.    This  commidion  is  dsitcd  *at 

i  A.  D.  15x9.  «  A.  D,  isai.  •  HaII,  fol.  70,  go*  K    Herbert, 

.p.  4O}  4f .    Cux's  h\(^ory  of  Ireland,  p.  loS.     Speed,  p.  761.  *  Graftan, 

p.  XC52,  1053.     S?owr,  p.  514.     Speed.  f  A.  D.  152a,  «  H«U,  M, 

^z.  b.  94.  a.     Hulingflied,  yol,  ii.  p.  873.     Stowe,  p.  5x5. 

Vot.  I.  Go  ioxxioiis, 
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Lomotil  Jone  8,  1522)  in  tht  third  year  of  b}$  reign  otte  tkd 
Romans^  and  feyenth  over  t^e  reft  of  his  dominionsj  and  U 
yetj  arable  T. 

'With  the  aiiitcd  fleets^  th^  anfiniral  failed  over  to  thd  coaftof 
Normandy,  an4  }»iding  forbe  forces  near  CherburgS  wafted 
^d  deftroyed  the  cpui^try  -,  after  ^hkh  tbey  returned*    Thi^ 
fcj^fhs  to  hAvt  hotn  a  feiiit ;  for  iq  a  fe#  day^  the  admiral  land«- 
^  l^aiti  on  the  coaft  of  Bretagne  a  Tery  lat^ge  body  of  troops^ 
yit^  ^iiich  h<5  took  and  pkitidered  the  town  of  MorldxS  and 
teying  gaine<l  an  immenfc  booty,  and  qpoied  a  paflage  for  the 
Bi^ii^  forces  into  Champaign  and  ficardy  <^,  he  ^ft  detacbed 
81^  WillUm  Fiti- Willistms  With  a  ftfong  fqnadron  to  fcour  the 
feas,  and  to  proteA  the  merchants,  ai)d  then  returned  to  South- 
amptori,  where  the  cmpdrot  embanked  on  board  his  fliip,  and 
vas  fafcly  convoyed  to  the  port  of  St.  Andero  in  BUcay  ^. 
|n  the  fourteenth  of  I^ing  Henry^s  reign,  the  good  old  duke 
Kis  father,    being  quite  tired    out  With  cares,   refigned  his 
high  office  of  Ior4  treafurery  and  the  king  thereupon  confer- 
red it  on  his  fon,  the  carl  of  Surrey  <.     He  was  alfo  entrufted 
^y  the  lang  wicb  the  trttaj  raifed  to  iuTade  Scotland,  and  in 
(he  ftatioti  of  general  did  good  fervice  s\gainft  the  dtike  of  AU 
Bahy,  whereby  s^ll  the  deep  defigns  of  the  Frenih  were  frut 
tr^ted.    Oil  the  dearth  of  hi$  father  he  was  once  moi^  ap-. 
^inted  to  command  an  army  afgainft  the  Scots,  in  which  af- 
fetr  ht  a^Quitted  hinifelf  with  as  much  honour,  juftice,  and 
^avcry  as  any  man  ever  did  ^. 

He  afterwards  attended  the  king  into  franqe,  and  was  tent 
^idclpal  ambaSador  to  the  French  king,  at  fucfa  time  as  that 
inonarch  ijf as  proceeding  to  an  interview  with  the  ^f  ope  ".  In 
^hc  twepty*eighth  of  ^ing  Hcnrfj  he  affifted  the  earl  of  Shrewf- 
^ry  in  fuppreffing  a  formidable  rebellionj^  covered  wi^h  the 
fpecious  thle  of  t^e  pilgriipage  of  grace,  and  throughout  his 
yhole  life  approved  himfelf  an  honeft  and  active  feryant  to  the 
^rown,  in  aU  capacities  ;  yet  in  the  clofe  of  his  reign  the  king 

f  Lord  Herbert  hat  inrcrted  it  at  Ur^e  in  hU  hiftory,  p.  49*  *  June  i  h 

t5»».  *  July  I.  tt  Grafton,  p.  xotfj.     Cooper's  cbroiiKk,  fol.  172. 

Godwifi>  annals,  p.  56.        ^  Herbert,  p.  50.  Rapin.        »  P«t.  14  Hco.  Vllf. 
p.  I.  7  H«ll.    Buchanan,  Jib.  xiv.     LcOxi  dc  rebot  ^Mt  Seoionm,  lib. 

it.  *  Kail,  fol.  ic5.  b.  21  r  b.     Mcmoirci  ilu  BcUajr,  Hv.  Hi.  ir.    Dv- 

jleif.  lojrlii.  p   391,  3?3- 
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ilraJs  wrougfit  iilto  9  perAiafidn,  that  this  ditke  of  Norfolk,  atwl 
•bis  fen  Henry  earl  of  Surrey^  were  in  a  plot  to  feize  upoo'his 
pcrfon^  and  to  engrofs  the  government  into  their  own  hmdf, 
mixh  many  other  things  deyifed  by  their  enemies^  but  altoge- 
ther deftitiite  of  proof.  For  tbjefib  fuppofed  crimes  he  and  his 
Ton  were  imprifoned,  and,  as  was  but  too  frequent  in  that  reign, 
attainted  Ibnoft  on  fufpicio^  K  Qeory  earl  of  Surrey,  th^  n^pft 
accomplifhcd  nobleman  of  his  time^  loft  bis  head  in  his  father's 
|>refence;  nor  would  the  duVe  bdve  fiirviyed  him  long  (a  >^ar- 
rant  being  once  granted  for  his  executioki)  if  the  king  had  not 
died  at  that  critical  jiinAiire^  and  thereby  opened  a  ji^t  of  hope 
and  liberty. 

After  all  theie  fufforings  he  furvived  Song  Edwaird  VI.  and 
died  in  the  jfirft  year  of  Queen  Mary,  at  the  age  of  fizty-ii^t, 
when  his  attainder  was  repealed,  and  the  a£);  thereof  taken 
from  amongft  the  records  ^^  He  ixras  unqueftionably  as  able 
an  adihiral,  as  great  a  fiatefhian,  as  fortunate  a  genersd^  and  as 
true  a  patriot  as  any  in  that  age.  But  it  is  now  time  to  conne 
to  his  fucceflbr  in  the  command  of  die  tiavf , 

Bir  WILLIAM  ^ITZ-WILLIAMS,  aftetwarda  earl 
of  Southampton,  and  knight  of  the  garter* 

H£  was  defcended,  not  only  of  an  ancient  aild  hoiU>urabI(e^ 
but  alio  of  a  famous  and  noble  £imily ;  his  anceftors  ha- 
mng  been  fummoned  to  parliament,  as  barons,  to  the  time  9f 
Edward  lU.  Sir  Thomas  Fits-Williams^  the  father  of  our  ^- 
miral,  married  Lucia,  4>ugbter  and  co4icir  to  John  Neyi), 
Marquis  Montacute,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Thomas*  who  x 
was  flain  at  the  battle  of  Flodden(»field,  and  this  William  ^» 
Being  the  younger  fon,  be,  from  his  nonage,  addi£ked  himfelf  to 
arms,  and  particularly  to  the  fea^fervice,  which  in  thofe  days 
became  a  difiinA  and  regular  profeiEon,  King  Henry  having  a 
navy-office,  commiffioners,   is^c.  which-  bis  predeceflbr?  had 

*  Herberi'i  life  of  Heo.  Till.  p.  5^5*  His  misfortunes  were  owing  chiefly  -to 
the  refenrmeHt  of  his  dochefs,  the  daughter  of  Edward  dakeof  BackSngham,  and 
the  faliehoodof  his  frm&le  favourite,  (he  former  accufing,  and  the  latcer  betrtf  < 
ing  him.  b  See  the  aA  of  repeal  xmo  Maris,  and  the  charaAcr  of  both 

the  doke  and  his  fooj  in  Sir  Walter  Raleigb*s  preface  Co  the  biftory  of  the  world* 
c  A.  D.  iS54»  ^  Fiom  the  colieftions  of  R.  Glover,  Somcrlet, 

O  o  a  not. 
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i;iot*  He  alfo  fixed  fettled  falaries  for  his  admirals^  vice-adtm* 
ralsi  captains,  and  feamen  ;  fa  that  under  hkn  naval  affairs  un- 
derwent a  very  great  change,  and  we  have  had  a  conftant  feries 
of  officers  m  the  royal  navy  ever  fince*  How  foon  Mr.  Fitz- 
Williams  went  to  fea*,  does  not  appear  £ron»  any  memoirs  now 
extant,  but  moft  certainly  it  was  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
for  in  the  fecond  of  Henry  VIIL  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
cfquires  of  the  kmg*s  body. 

In  15 13*  he  had  a  command  in  the  fleet  which  fought  the 
French  off  Bred,  and  behaving  very  bravely  there  received  a 
dangerous  wound  in  the  breaft  by  a  broad  arrow.  This  did  not 
hinder  his  being  prcfent  at  the  fiege  of  Toumay  the  fame  year, 
where,  diftinguifhing  himfelf  in  an  extraordiaary  manner,  in 
the  fight  of  his  prince,  he  was  honoured  with  knighthood  ^,  zai 
thenceforward  conftantly  employed  at  fca,  where  tie  made  him- 
felf equally  ufeful  to  his  prince,  and  grateful  to  the  feamen. 
Of  thefe  we  are  affured  he  knew  and  called  every  one  by  nair.c» 
never  taking  a  prize  but  what  he  (harcd  amongft  them,  or  fuf- 
fcring  more  than  two  months  to  clapfc,  before  they  were  fully 
paid  their  wages.  The  merchants  were  remarkably  friends  to 
Mm,  on  account  of  his  conftant  attention  to  their  concerns ; 
and  the  king  highly  eftecmed  him  for  the  punfiuality  with 
which  he  executed  his  orders,  and  his  wonderful  expedition  in 
whatever  he  undertook. 

He  executed  the  oflke  of  vice-admiral  during  the  abfence  of 
the  carl  of  Surrey,  then  lord-lieutcnant  of  Ireland,  in  1520,  and 
convoyed  the  king,  when  he  paficd  over  to  France,  in  order  to 
an  interview  with  Francis  I.  and  two  years  after,  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  a  war  with  that  prince.  Sir  William,  with  a  good 
fleet,  was  fent  to  protefl:  our  trade,  and  to  molcft  the  enemy^ 
which  he  did  ciFeftually,  but  was  not  quite  fo  fuccefsful  in  15231 
when  he  had  orders  to  prevent  the  duke  of  Albany  from  paifing 
with  French  fuccours  into  Scotland  ;  for  though  he  once  difper- 
fed  the  duke's  fleets  and  adually  took  fome  of  his  fiiips,  with 
fcveral  perfons  of  diftin£kion  on  board,  yet  that  cunning  prince, 
efcaped  him  with  the  reft  by  this  artifice:  he  pretended  to  aban- 
don his  enterprize,  relanded  his  forces,  and  ordered  the  (hips  to 

e  HtU»  fol.  S3«  a»  45«  ■«  Hcrbcn'fl  Jifc  o£  Uen,  VIII.  p.  3^  St^m, 
p.490.  4>»> 
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be  laid  up ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  underftood  the  Engliih  admital 
was  returned  to  his  own  coafts,  he  inftantly  reixnbarked  his 
troops,  and  continuing  his  voyage,  nocwithftanding  it  was  the 
winter  feafon,  arrived  fafely  in  his  own  country  f .  In  the  £31- 
teenth  of  Henry  VUI.  we  find  Sir  William  jMrefcrred  to  be  cap- 
tain of  Guines  cafUe  in  Picardy ;  in  the  next  year  he  was  fent 
amballador  into  France,  and  executed  his  commiffion  with  fuck 
fucce&i  that  he  was  from  that  time  more  and  more  in  the  king's 
favour*. 

After  the  fall  of  Cardinal  Wolfey,  to  whom  our  admiral  was 
no  great  friend,  we  find  him  an  aAive  man  in  parliament,  and 
made  ufeof  by  the  king  to  excufe  Bifhop  Fi(her  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^.  In  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  fame  reign  he  was 
again  employed  in  an  embafiy  to  France,  and  in  the  fucceeding 
year,  being  already  treafurer  of  the  houfehoid,  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter,  and  knight  of  the  garter,  the  king  by  let* 
ters-patent  raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  admiral  of  Englan  J,  Ire- 
land, Wales,  Normandy,  Gafcoine,  and  Aquitaint,  and,  by 
other  letters-patent,  fbon  after  created  him  carl  of  Southampton; 
all  which  he  is  faid  to  have  merited  by  his  fteady  loyalty,  and 
by  his  great  (kill  and  indefatigable  application  in  maritime  af- 
fairs, to  which  he  from  his  youth  had  been  addi£ted  ^. 

Shortly  after  the  king  raifed  him  flill  higher,  to  the  poft  of 
lord  privy  feal,  in  which  quality  we  find  that,  with  John  Lord 
Rufiel,  who  fucceeded  him  as  high  admiral,  he  paflTed  over  in- 
to France,  where  the  war  was  again  broke  out,  with  two  troops 
of  horfc  ;  which  fliews  his  martial  fpirit,  and  how  loth  he  was 
to  quit  the  fervice  of  his  country  in  a  military  way  *. 

It  feems  his  conftitution  was  by  this  time  much  broken  through 
continual  fatigues,  and  therefore  he  made  a  will,  whereby^ 
among  other  legacies,  he  bequeathed  the  king  his  matter  hh 
bcft  collar  of  the  garter,  and  his  rich  Gcocgc  fet  with  diamonds  ™. 

Yet,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  war  with  Scotland,  to  which 
bis  friend  and  old  companion  in  arms,  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk 
was  immediately  ordered,  with  a  numerous  army,  our  brave 

f  Buchanan,  lib.  xiv.  p.  448.  Leflati  de  rcbu*  gi-ftis  Scotorom,  lib.  ix.  p.  406, 
407.  Drummond,  p.  i8o.  «Graf:oii,p.  nop.  HJingfl:«rJ,  voi.  i*..  p   H^i. 

fc  Hill,  fol.  189.  a.  '«  Par.  z8  H.  Vllf.  p.  2.  K  v.«;  t'nih:\iu,.njt  br 

Th.  maj  Wiioihcllev.  i  H^T,  fol.  t+;   b.  n*    v^^'i'l'    ^-• 

c.iptain 
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captain  would  not  remain  behind j  but ^  with  a  briik  body  of  borfi 
and  foot»  joined  him,  an4  led  the  van  \  yet  tbi«  proved  but  the 
laft  flafliings  of  has  heroic  flame,  £nce  at  Newcafile^  overcome 
I  by  his  diJeafe  and  with  fatigue,  he  breatbjed  hi$  laft,  to  the  great 

regret  of  his  royal  mafter,  as  well  as  of  his  general,  who  oom^ 
manded  his  banner  to  be  borne,  as  it  had  hitherto  been,  in  the 
front  of  die  army,  all  the  reft  of  th«  e^peditipOf  as  a  mark  nH 
the  refpe£k  due  to  his  memoiy  \  By  his  conntefs  Mabd^  daugh- 
ter to  Henry  Lord  Clifford,  he  had  no  iflue  to  inherit  his  virtues 
or  his  honours  ;  but  he  left  behind  him  a  natural  &(),  Hiopias 
Fitz- Williams,  alias  Fifher  '•  As  to  his  age'a^  the  time  of  bis 
deceaie,  we  find  no  note  thereof  either  in  books  or  in  records; 
but  it  is  probable,  that  he  did  not  exceed  fixty,  according  to  the 
courie  of  his  preferments.  He  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the 
firft  feamen  raifed  to  the  honour  of  peerage  in  this  kingdom- 

As  to  the  remaining  admirals  in  King  Henry's  reign,  they 
were  John  Lord  Ruflel  and  the  Vifcount  Lifle,  fo  well  knowii 
to  poftcrity  by  the  title  of  duke  of  Northumberland,  as  the  fa- 
preme  diredor  of  ail  things  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  and  as 
a  £ital  example  of  the  iflue  of  boundleis  ambition  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fucceeding  reign.  But  the  reader  will  find  fuch 
ample  accounts  of  them  cliewherev,  and  their  naval  atchievc- 
ments  contain  fo  little  worthy  of  nodce,  that  I  rather  proceed 
to  the  tranla£lions  under  the  next  king,  than  detain  my  readers 
with  a  jejune  detail  of  things  of  little  confequence,  e^cially 
confidering  the  narrow  bounds  into  which  we  are  to  bring  fuck 
an  infinite  variety  of  important  matter. 

tt  Grafton,  p.  u58.  ^  Dugdale's  baronage,  toI.  U.  p.  105. 

P  In  Dugdale,  Collins,  and  other  peerages  of  England,  as  well  as  In  die  gene- 
ral hiftorics,  and  particular  memoirs  of  thcfe  reigns,  and  itt  Strjpe**  aad  oChcr  col- 
h^ions  of  original  papers  relating  to  tbofis  tiA€|« 
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C    «    A   P-     X, 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  England,  under  the  reign  of  Ed-, 
ward  VI.  with  an  account  Qf  fucb  eminent  fcamcn 
as  flourifhed  in  his  timCt 

THIS  ypung  princcj  at  the  dcceafe  of  his  &ther^  was  but 
in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age :  howererj  on  the  twentieth 
of  fcbruary  following'^  he  was  crowneJi  to  the  great 
joy  and  iatisfa£tion  of  the  nation,  who  were  in  hopes  a  mildef 
goverameiK  would  fti^ceed  linger  the  aofpices  of  an  mfant  princei 
affifted  by  minifters  whofe  chief,  indeed,  wbofe  only  fupport 
nmft  be  the  afTeAions  of  the  people  i^.  The  Icbeme  of  admim^ 
ftration,  laid  down  by  the  will  <^  King  Henry  VIII.  was  hdd 
to  be  imprafUcable  S  becaufe  it  n^adefoch  a  divifion  ct  power^ 
^  rendered  the  condud  of  public  affairs  extremely  difficult,  if 

•  A.  D*  1 146.  k  FabteOy  p.  535.    OiaftoD,  p.  i«Ss*    Slowe,  p.  593, 

lIoHngOied,  toK  ii.  p.  p7p»  Speed,  Oodwin't  lonab,  p.  tit.  Jonftaal  ef  chii 
inoBarcb*f  tdgn,  written  by  himfelf,  p.  3.  prloted  by  Biftiop  Baroct  at  tht  cad 
of  the  ftcood  Tolnaie  of  bis  hiftory  of  the  Rdormttion.  Strype*c  meiiiorialt»  foL 
ii*  p.  11.  c  The  reader  nay  fee  his  teftamcnt  at  hrge  in  Rymcr^a  fcDdert, 

tome  sy.  p.  110.  the  auibenticiiy  of  which  bat  b^  howerer  ^uejtHoMd. 

not 
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not  impofliblc :  and  therefore,  to  remedy  thefc  inconveniencies, 
thecarl  of  Hertford,  uncle  to  the  young  king,  created  foon  after 
duke  of  Somerfet,  was  declared  Protector,  or  chief  gover- 
nor, that  the  nation  might  have  fbme  vifiblc  head ;  after  which, 
as  a  nianifeftation  of  his  authority,  followed  various  promotions: 
araongft  the  reft,  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  the  proteftor's  brother, 
was  created  j^aron  of  Sudley,  and  raifed  to  the  great  trail  of 
lord  high  admiral  <*.  One  would  have  thought,  that,  in  the  dawn 
of  ibch  a  govemmettt,'  peace  had  been  moreadvifeable  than  war ; 
but  we  find  the  great  counfellors  in  thofe  days  thought  other- 
wife  i  for  one  of  the  firft  things  they  rcfolvcd  was  to  commence 
war  againft  Scotland,  to  which  probably  they  might  be  provo- 
ked by  the  pa(&ge  of  a  ftrong  fquSidron  of  French  gallics 
through  the  narrow  feas,  which  were  going  to  block  up  the  caf- 
tic  of  St.  Andrews «,  and  to  which  they  were  certainly  encou- 
raged by  the  diftraAed  (late  of  the  Scot$  affairs,  the  govemmenc 
being  weakened  by  a  minority,  and  the  nation  divided  and  dif- 
traded  by  fa£kions  ^ • 

The  preparations  made  by  th«  protestor  for  his  expedition  bto 
Scotland,  looked  as  if  he  intended  rather  an  abfolute  conqueft 
of  that  country,  than  to  compel  the  marriage  of  Mary  queen  of 
Scots  to  the  young  King  Edward-*.  Both  the  brothers  took  a 
fliare  in  this  expedition  :  the  proteftor  commanded  in  perfcn 
the  land-army,  which  confifted  of  ten  thoufand  foot,  fixthou- 
fand  horfe,  and  a  fine  train  of  artillery,  it  being  allowed  to  be 
m  all  refpefls  the  bed  equipped  force  that  for  many  years  had 
been fet  on  foot  in  this  kingdom^.  With  this  alfo  the  fleet,  fit- 
ted out  by  his  brother's  care,  correfpondcd,  confifting  in  all  of 
Cxty-fivc  fail,  of  which  thirty-five  were  (hips  of  force,  the  reft 
were  ftorefhips  and  tenders,  the  whole  commanded  by  the  Lord 
Clinton  as  admiral  of  the  North  fea,  and  Sir  William  Wood- 
houfe  as  vice-admiral ;  which  arrived  before  Leith  about  the 
time  the  Englifli  army  penetrated  Scotland  by  land  J. 

<l  Qrafton,  p.  ixJj.  Life  tf  Kinf  E<!ward  VI.  hy  Sir  John  Hayward,  in  Ken- 
net,  vol.  ii,  p.  175,  et  fcq.    Stiype,  vol.  ii.  book  i.  «  Stowe,  p.  594.  Tho- 

an«  bift.  lib.  iii.  ^  5.     Bi.chanan,  lib,  xv,  f  L«ftzt  (*e  rebut  gefHs  Scoto. 

«am,  lib.  y.  Kfitb*s  hiflory  of  the  church  and  Rate  of  Scotiaad,  p^  52.        S  Gnf' 
ton,  p.  12 S4.     G'^dwin's  annaisi  p.-2r4.  h  Zl-iiiftgO-.rd,   vol.  it.  p.  9$'. 

-•••■•,  p,  %«*.  *Haywjfd.     Buchanan,  fib.  zv.     K^itk,  p.  5^ 

The 
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^lat  pfottfft(»r»  Who  wa$  Sy  no  meana  a  cruel  man,  endtea* 
Votircd  to  have  prevented  biocdlhed;  by  fending  Teiy  inricable' 
lettei^'tb'tHb'  ^t^  goVerhdrs^  wherein  he  fhewed  how  mucfr 
it  would  Be  for  the  intereft  of  both  hationSi  that  this  niatch* 
ifliould'take  pla'e^,  ahd'ho#  h'ttle  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  Sbot- 
liittd  to  r^rttain  in- that  dependency  on  France,  in  which' (He  Had* 
^Jbhtlhiiedfoi^  a  long  traJElof  time.  The  gdytriidt  or  protfeftor 
crf^Scotlaftd,  jfames'Hahillton  earl  of  Arran,  who  was  ehdrely 
!n  the  J*reftch  intercftv  (he Wed  this  letter  to  none  but*  his  own 
creatures,  whl5  ad^ifed  him;  iincc  he  had  a  very  numerotis  afmy^ 
trith  the  flower  of  the  nobility  in  the  fidd,  not  to  lifteh  to  any 
conditions  of  peace,  but  to  force  the  Engli(h  to  a  battle*,  which ^ 
vtty  bad  adtrice  he  cdmpfied  With,  and  told  the  reil'of  the  lords' 
about  him,  that  the  jiroteftor's  letter  contained  only*  threatcn- 
11^  and  reproaches  K 

This  (Irange  conduct  brought  on  a  decifive  engagement  on  the 
tetith  of  September  1547,  which,  in  the  Englilh  hiflorics,  i$ 
liylcd  the  battle  of  MuiTdburgh  ^;  but  the  Scots  writers  call  it 
the  battle  of  Pinky  ^.  It  was  fatal  to  the  Scots,  notwithf!and- 
ing  thcit"  ftperiority  in  numbers,  their  army  confiftingof  upwards 
ofthirty  thoufand  men  \  but  they  were  fo  eager  to  fight,  that 
they  deipffed  att  the  precautions  ufually  taken  as  to  gxrrnnd  and 
other' circumftanccr.  Nay,  they  were  fo  foolhardy  as*  to  ex.. 
pofk  thelDftfelVes  to  the  fire  of  the  £ngli(h  fleet,  whidi  galled 
them  extremely  \  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that  they 
were  touUy  defeated,  leaving  fourteen  thoufand  dead  on  the 
place,  and  eight  hundred  noblemen  and  gentlemen  prifoners  ; 
after  which  vi£loiry,  the  proteftor  burnt  Leith,  and  b  returned 
mtrhith|>h". 

The  Lord  Clinton,  with  his  fleet,  continued  longer  in  thofe 
jparts,  with  a  defign;  a^  it  appeared,  to  extirpate  entirely  the  ^ 
haTai  force  of  the  Scots.     He  had  before,  in  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry VIII.  been  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  had  executed 
his  commidlion  with  great  diligence^  carrying  off  the  Salamander 

^  HoMngAed,  vol  ii.  p.  890.  Speed,  p.  804.    Keith,  p«  55*  I  Grafton, 

p,  ia86.    Stowe,  p.  954.   Cooper,  fol.  338.  b.  See  King  Edward's  journal  of  his 
rcigo,  p,  5.  m  Buchanan,  Ub.  xv.    Leflcy,  Keith,  p.  54.  and  the  reft  of 

the  $cotf  hiftorians.  "  Holifigfhed,  Tol.  U.  p.ppo.    Speed,  p.  805.  Hay. 

ward. 

Vol..  I.  Pp  and 
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9&d  the  Unicom,  two  Tcry  fine  (hips,  and  all  other  veflfeb  that 
were  worth  taking^.  He  now  perfc&ed  this  fcheme  of  deftroy- 
ing,  by  boming  ail  the  fea-ports,  with  the  fmaU  craft  that  lay 
in  their  harbours,  and  learching  every  creek,  and  all  the  mouths 
of  rivers,  with  fuch  diligence,  that,  it  is  faid^  he  did  not  leave 
one  Ihip  of  force  or  burden  in  all  that  kingdom  ^  la  1 548  the 
lord  high  admiral,  with  a  very  ftout  fleets  failed  hence  upon  the 
Scots  coafts,  to  prevent  their  repairing  their  harbours,  and  to 
do  what  farther  milchief  he  was  able.  But  he  was  lefs  fucce&- 
ful ;  for,  though  he  made  two  defcents  upon  confiderable  forces, 
yet  he  was  repuUed  in  both  *>«  The  great  hardfhips  the  people 
fuflfered  had  made  them  defperate;  fo  that,  notwithftanding  the 
vaft  expence  England  bad  been  at,  and  the  complete  vidory  the 
prote£^or  had  gained,  the  Scottilb  queen  being  efcaped  imo 
France,  and  great  fuccours  coming  from  thence  into  Scotland, 
the  Englifh  were  obliged  after  two  years  to  make  peace^  both 
rations  having  fufiercd  exceedingly  by  the  war^  which  proved, 
however,  advantageous  enough  to  France,  who,  zs  ufual,  made 
iier  ufes  of  each,  and  performed  her  agreements  with  neither  ^ 
The  unnatural  quarrel  between  the  prote&or  and  his  brother 
{he  lord  high  admiral  was  the  chief  caufe  of  the  nation^s  misfbr- 
tones }  for,  while  they  endeavoured  with  all  their  force  to  deftroy 
each  other,  public  afiairs  were  negle£led,  thofe  who  might  have 
prevented  thefe  diforders,  from  the  fame  principle  of  felfifh  am- 
bition ftudying  rather  to  increafcthem,  with  a  view  to  ruin  both*. 

^  ^towe*i  annalt,  p.  jflTtf,  587.  P  HoIingHied,  ▼•!.  ii.  p.  99;.  Lcflzoi, 

lib.  z.  Bi^cbanaD,  lib.  stv.  ^  Hayward,  Godwin,  Kdth.  r  GrafiODy 

p.  1310,  I J14.     Godwin,  p.  no,  140*    Thuao,  lib.  t.  $  15. 

*  Hajward,  p.  301.  Godwin,  p.  xx6,  Innumerible  indances  of  this  fin!  oonr 
i»tbe  coIIfOion  of  ftate-ptpers  poblilhed  hy  Dr.  Haynei.  No  pcrfon,  bov  gn»s 
Soever  theif  qnality,  feems  Co  havie  bbeo  exempt  from  cbe  perplexities  atteodiRg 
thii  Abhappy  bnfinefs ;  eveii  tbie  king  (bbnvitted  to  be  examined ;  and  his  oMfer- 
iion,  as  it  i»  ayled,  with  thit  of  <be  Lady  filifabeth,  tbe  marquifles  of  Doifec 
and  Nortbampton,  Sir  Robert  Tyrwbyt  and  his  buly,  the  earl  of  Rutland*  and 
•tber  perfont  of  diftindion,  are  the#e  to  be  met  with,  printed  ftom  the  oricioals. 
Tbe  marritf'ge  of  tbe  lord  admiral  with  tbe  dowa^r-qneen,  and  tlie  diiguft  ic  gare 
the  protestor,  or  ratbcr  tbe  dujhefs  his  confort,  appears  to  have  been  the  original 
caufe  of  tbeie  difputes  t  and  perhaps  the  feadei'  will  ihcline  to  my  opinion,  wbea 
he  has  penifed  two  letters  from' that  ptincefs  to  hef  lord,  botli  i^hhoiit  date,  and 
.  the  confeflion  of  MTyghrmvn  fervant  t6  that  nobleman,  which  he  will  find  in  p. 
<x,  6if  68,  69,  of  that  woik.    Sc^  the  king*s  journal  in  Barncr,  p.  4. 

What 
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What  the  crimes  of  the  admiral  really  were^  mofl  of  our  hifio^. 
rians  feem  to  think  very  uncertain:  we  only  know^  thajt  he  wzt 
charged,  among  other  things,  with  a  defiga  of  (eizing  the  king's 
perfon,  of  marrying  the  Princefs  Elifabeth,  and  forming  thereby 
ibme  title  to  the  crown.  On  this  accufation,  whether  well  or 
ill  founded,  he  was  attainted,  without  a  trial,  by  a£l  of  parlia- 
ment": a  proceeding  altogether  Inexcufable,  becaufe  thereby 
poftcrity  ftand  deprived  of  feeing  the  evidence  on  which  public 
jttAice  is  faid  to  be  founded.  The  protcftor  fet  an  edge  on  the 
fentence  paffcd  by  this  law,  by  Cgning  the  warrant,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  reft  of  the  lords  of  the  council,  foi;the  admirals 
execution,  though  his  Majeft/s  uncle,  and  his  own  brother** : 
and  this,  we  are  told,  he  did  to  gratify  his  wife  ^. 

The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  the  lord  prote£lor  Somerfct  was 
an  honeft  but  weak  man,  meant  well,  yet  ieldom  knew  his  owa 
meaning,  and,  as  fuch  men  generally  are,  was  therefore  govern- 
ed  in  moft  cafes  by  other  people's  counfels  j  whereas  the  admiral 
is  allowed  to  have  had  ^uick  parts,  great  courage^  and  a  mucin 
better  capacity  for  governing :  but  his  turbulent  fpirit  gave  the 
common  enemies  of  his  family^  and  the  nation's  quiet,  an  opr 
portunity  of  detaching  him  from  his  brother's  intereft,  api  there- 
by creating  t^e  misfortunes  which  were  not  only  £atal  to  him 
and  the  proted^or,  but.  to  the  kingdom  alfo  *.  I  cannot  forbear 
remarking,  that  the  events  of  this  ifaort  reign  afford  the  moft 
nfefnl  leflbns  to  £n^(h  minifters :  private  views  governed  all  the 
great  men  in  tiiefe  times  \  and  to  this  they  facrificed  the  wel&re 
of  the  king  znd  kingdom.  For  this,  one,  not  out  of  regard  to 
jiiftice,  but  for  the  fame  dirty  purpofes,  brought  the  other  to  dor 
ferved  punifhment ;  and  by  degrees  they  all  became  vi£iims  to  na- 
tional vengeance^  though  their  fucccflbrs  were  ^ot  at  all  warned 

-  <  Grafron,  p.  la^t.  Stowe,  p.  59^.  The  fharge»  eonUiQin^  tbiity-ilirea  ar^ 
tldca,  with  the  aofwer  of  che  lord-admiral  to  the  three  firft,^fQr  be  ivoiild  anfwer 
to  no  more,  neither  would  he  fign  thofe),  are  prioted  io  the  colleen  of  records 
»n  the  ad  volume  of  fiurnei*i  hiflory  of  the  Reformation,  p.  158*— 1 9^. 

u  March  10,  1549-  *  Hay  ward,  p.  301,  30a.     Coopcr'a  cbroniclcy 

fid.  344.  a.    See  the  warrant  for  the  admirars  execution  in  Burnet,  p.  254. 

*  Stowe,  Holingflied,  Speed,  God^win'f  inoaU,  p.  %i5— 129.  Burnet  in  his 
hkdoTj  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  ii.  p.  9Pi  >oc.  and  in  geucrai  all  our  hiAurianf 
#ho  write  wiihoat  bias. 

Ppa  if 
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by  their  examples,  .but  trod  fliU  ii^  tbc  fame  flippcijpaxbsi^  tS 
a  fimilarity  of  coiiduQ  brought  them  alfo  to  fimil^  tixdsl 

Xhe  French,  who  were  now  |;overned  by  li^qrj  JL  ayouzig 
f  nterprifing  prince,  laid  bold  of  this  opportuniiyj  w^e  the  £ngr 
li(h  were  ex^aged  in  a  Sc<:»t8  war,  and  difided  by  ciyil  diflen- 
iions,  to  deprive  them  of  the  few  but  importan.t  places,  thiqr  f^ 
lield  in  France.  To  colour  (heir  proceedings,  thcj  fct  «p  thf 
following  pretence :  that  Boulogne  was  not  aJ)icJutely  yiqUed  tq 
Kin^  ^enry  VI)[.  but  conditionally  only,  by  ^ay  of  mor^i^ 
for  a  certaiifi  fum  of  money,  which  they  faid,  had  been  teodfire4 
him  more  than  once  by  their  late  king  Fr^fi^  L  and  oonfe* 
qvently  they  had  an  equity  of  redemption,  which,  they  thou^hl^ 
ihxght  juftify  them  in  any  meafures  that  flioi^ld  appear  neoeffitry 
(or  the'  making  themfelves  mafters  of  the  place,  (n  laying  this, 
I  am  not  goyenied  by  EngUfh  autborities,  ipuch  leb  by  ^nffifk 
prejudices,  but  follow  the  account  given  by  their  heft  hi^loriansi 
j^ud  who  rdate  the  fequel  of  the  matter  thus :  The  Freo^b  kings 
vnder  pretence  of  a<3ding  to  the  magniJGicence  of  bis  public eatqr 
into  Paris,  and  the  queen's  coronation,  drew  a  coniiderahlebody 
of  forces  into  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  and  Into  Picaitcfy} 
then,  departing  fuddenly  from  his  capital,  became  to  Abbeville 
yrhere  his  forces  rendezvoufed,  and  marched  frpm  thence  with 
all  expedition  to  Boulogne,  where  he  attacked  and  carried  tome 
of  the  forts,  and  diftrefTcd  the  place  fa  much,  (haf  \t  was  foiui4 
impraflicable  to  keep  lt^  Oyr  writers  fay,  that  the^  foots  veic 
taken  by  treachery ;  and  It  appears  by  the  reprefentatioos  made 
in  i^ing  Edward's  name  to  the  emperor,  that  the  whol^  of  this 
tranfaftion  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  there  being,  at 
the  time  it  happened,  no  war  declared  *. 

Another  attempt  the  French  likewife  made  upon  tb?  af{aads 
of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  which  they  invaded  with  a  ftrong 
fquadron  of  men  of  war,  and  two  thoufand  land  forces.  The 
Engliih  court  having  notice  of  this  attempt,  and  knowing  thofe 
iiiands  to  be  but  indifferently  provided,  Tent  thither  a  fouU 
iquadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Winter,  with 

y  J.  deSerrec,  p.  701.    Mezenj,  torn.  ir.  p.  657.    Hiftoire  die  Fnnee  ptf 
P.  Daniel,  tome  viii.  p.  ao,  z  Sec  the  klngU  joorail,  p.  f .  Grafton,  p. 

1)10.     Scowe,  p.  597.     See  the  indruAions  Tent  to  Sir  Philip  Hoby  hj  tbcd«k« 
of  Svmcrfct;  Str^-pc's  tncmorials,  vol.  ii.  p  164. 

eight 
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p^t  -feotodr^d  mto.ts  a  ceinforcement,  on  board  a  few  tran& 
pprtiS.  At  bis  :sH9riijral  be  jfoiuid  the  ports  blocked  up,  and  bim- 
felf  Moder  $h£  xwoeflity  ctdier  of  dafifting  from  fai$  enterprize^ 
fV  .atts^fficiog  ih^  French  notwithftandiog  ^ctr  fuperiority.  He^ 
liktf  4  binive  mani  diofe  the  latter,  and  executed  this  defign  with 
fych  tcowage  and  oondnA,  that  having  killed  them  near  a 
thouftnd  ^en,  lie  obliged  the  enemy  to  embark  the  reft  on 
boanil  feme  light  veffds,  in  which  they  fled ;  abaiKloning  thetr 
^ipsjof  iproei  and  all  tbefe  he  cvifcd  to  be  fet  on  fire.  This 
^ye&a^  fp  nettled  that  yain  nation,  that  our  authors  iay,  they 
fnibade  the  fpeakiogjqf  it,  ^ith  aU  vts  particuls^rs,  under  pain  of 
4eath  ;  £or  which  report  one  would  imagine  there  tnuft  havti 
teen  ibme  fouadatjon}  fince  we  find  po  traces  of  this  ftory  in 
^ny  of  their  own  writers^. 

The  mss&rtunes  attending  the  Engliih,  by  taking  the  fort; 
about' Boulogne,  having  ferved  the  purpofe  of  the  duke  of  So^ 
pierfot'j  enemies,  in  fixing  a  grievous  charge  upon  him,  for 
irhich  he  was  fent  to  the  Tower,  and  divefted  of  his  proteSxH*. 
ijiip  I  they  then  thought  proper  to  make  a  treaty  wtth  France, 
whereby  the;  %Q^n  ot  Boulogne  and  its  dependepcies,  wer^ 
ipld  for  four  hundred  tboufand  crowns,  and  the  French  took 
pofieiBpn  of  them  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1550^.  In  this 
treaty  the  Scots  were  included;  and  for  the  managing  thereof 
£dwar4  l4>rd  Clinton,  who  bad  been  governor  of  the  terri- 
tory Qpw  yielded  to  France,  was  made  Lord  High  Admiral 
{Qf  Ufei  »Qd  had  large  grants  made  him  of  lands^  from  ^he 
king^       ■  '     •     •    ^-     • 

It 

%  Holingilif^,  v^{.  i(.  f.  t9%U  Oo4witiU  tnoalf,  p.  »)).  Speed,  p.  Sir. 
I^ox^s  ^CU  904  moottmcBts,  vol.  li.  p.  671.  b  £,  Leooard»  tone  ii.  p.  472. 

Kyner,  come  zv.  p.  Six.     Tbuaa.  hift.  lib.  vi.  fed.  vi. 

«  Orafton,  p.  1x4.  Strfpe'i  oiemoruJs,  vol.  ii.  p.  Z30.  Lef1aros»  lib.  x. 
p.  59<f«  Uayward.  IfUng  £dward*s  jouroal,  p.  13.  Atnonx  otbert,  as  the 
kioj^'s  joornal,  p.  ti.  and  Strype,  vol.  ii.  p.  194.  informs  us,  who  wsre  re- 
warded for  accompliniing  this  bafiaefs,  was  Anthony  Guidotii,  an  Italian  mcr* 
ehaat,  who  lived  at  Sputbaitipton.  Hi  bad  a  prefent  of  one  thoafand  crowns, 
a  yearly  pcniion  of  one  thoafand  crowns,  and  a  penfion  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Cfowns  was  beftowed  on  John  Guidotti,  his  fon.  He  had  the  honoor  of 
kni^wibood  conferred  on  him,  and  about  a  year  afker  was  appoiAted  the  kinji's 
mcrchaoc,  bad  a  licence  to  export  woollen  clotlis,  kcrfics,  lc«d,  tin,  &c.  under 

cettaia 
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It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  a  treaty  fo  hr  from  bdng  bo- 
nourable  to  the  nation,  was  very  ill  received  at  home ;  and  yet 
it  niuft  be  acknowledged,  that  it  was  not  near  fb  inezco&ble 
^ksfome  would  reprefent  it.  We  have  already  fhewn,  with 
what  injuftice  the  French  made  war  upon  King  Edward :  and 
it  is  but  reafonable  to  add,  that  when  his  ambafiador  applied 
to  the  emperor  for  af&ftance,  and  reprefented  the  great  things 
that  his  father  had  done  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  pains 
he  had  taken  to  folicit  the  eleAors  to  fet  the  imperial  crown  on 
the  head  of  Charles  V.  and  how  much  the  Englifli  nation  had 
been  impoveriflied  by  the  wars  againft  France,  purely  on  his 
Itthalf ;  a  very  uncourteous  and  rude  anfwer  was  given.  The* 
emperor  took  notice  of  the  great  change  that  had  been  made  in 
religion,  which,  he  pretended,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  yield 
the  aid  that  was  defired ;  and  therefore  infifted,  that  as  the 
price  of  his  friendfliip,  all  things  ihoold  be  reftored  again  to 
their  former  ftate.  After  this,  when  matters  were  come  to 
extremity,  it  was  propofed,  on  the  part  of  King  Edward,  that 
the  emperor  (hould  take  the  town  of  Boulogne  into  his  hands, 
to  remain  as  a  depofite  till  the  king  was  of  age ;  but  that  was 
likewiie  rejcdicd,  unlcfs  the  old  religion  was  reftored  *.  We 
may  from  hence  perceive  the  integrity  of  thofe  minifters  who 
chofe  rather  to  facrifice  their  interefts  with  the  nation,  than  in- 
jure the  Froteftant  religion;  and  at  the  fame  time  we  may  di& 
cern,  how  little  the  friendfliip  of  foreign  and  of  Pdpifh  powers 
is  to  be  depended  upon,  when  the  interefts  of  England  alone 
are  at  ftake. 

.  After  this  peace,  there  grew  a  clofer  and  more  confiderable 
intercourfe  between  the  French  and  Englifh  courts,  which  gave 
fuch  offence  to  the  emperor,  that  he  fuffered  his  fubjcfls  in 
Flanders  to  cruife  in  the  Englifh  feas,  which  afforded  the 
French  a  pretence  for  adling  in  the  fame  manner ;  but,  upon 
complaint  that  the  navigation  of  the  narrow  feas  was  exceed* 

certain  reChri^oni,  and  to  import  velTct,  cloth  of  gold,  wine  and  oil ;  paying 
only  the  faae  doiiei  at  the  merchants  of  England.  See  liketrife  Rymtfr*s  f«£* 
dcra,  tome  zv.  p.  117,  218. 

d  Hay  ward's  life  of  Edward  VI.  in  Kconet,  vol.  11.  p.  310,  3H.  Bi(J)flp 
Biirnei*fc  hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  ii.  p.  131,  139^  140.  6trype*f  ne^ 
iDoriiU,  vol.  ii,  b«  i.  chap,  xxiii. 

ingly 
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inglf  difturbedy  the  Idng  ordered  Lord  Henry  Dudley,  with 
lour  men  of  war  and  two  light  fliips,  to  put  to  fea,  in  order  to 
protect  our  merchants ;  whichy  however,  he  performed  but  in- 
differently ^.  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  May,  in  the  preceding 
ycar^  the  Lord  Marquis  of  Northampton,  accompanied  by  the 
earls  of  Rutland,  Worcefter,  and  Ormond ;  the  Lords  Lifle^ 
Ficzwater,  Bray,  Abergavenny^  and  many  gentlemen  of  rank  i 
carryiiig  with  him  the  collar,  and  other  habiliments  of  the  mofl; 
noble  order  of  the  garter ;  with  which  he  afterwards  invefted 
Henry  IL  went  over  to  France  as  the  king's  ambaiTador,  and 
there  concluded  a  treaty  for  the  marriage  of  his  mafter  to  the 
princefs  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  that  monarch  $  who,  in  the 
month  of  July  following,  difpatched  Monfieur  le  Mareichal  de 
St.  Andre  with  a  very  great  retinue  into  England,  to  prefent 
the  enfigns  of  the  order  of  St.  .Michael  to  the  king-,  as  alio  to 
treat  of  various  affairs :  though  it  is  highly  probable  the  French 
were  not  very  fincere  in  tbefe  negociations. 

Some  time  after  they  began  to  raife  jealouGes  in  England, 
of  the  emperor's  proceedings,  becaufe  he  had  fitted  out  a  great 
fleet,  without  affigning  any  particular  caufe  for  itf ;  but  the 
next  year  things  took  a  new  turn :  for  the  French  continuing 
their  piratical  practices,  under  one  pretence  or  other,  feizcd 
many  Englifh  fliips  ^  fo  that  loud  complaints  were  made  to  the 
king  :  and  upon  examination  it  appeared,  that  the  merchants ' 
had  fuffered  by  their  depredations,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty 
months,  to  the  full  amount  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  Upon 
thisy  his  miniilers  at  the  court  of  France  had  orders  to  ij^ke 
very  fharp  reprefentations,  which  they  did,  but  with  little  ef- 
fed  < }  fo  that  things  remained  pretty  much  in  this  fituation  ; 
that  is,  tending  to  a  rupture,  to  the  time  of  the  king's  death, 
which  happened  on  the  fixth  of  July  1553  i   but  whether 


«  king  Edward's  diary,  March  itf,  J5;».    Hfty ward's  life  of  that  prin«e  i« 
Kenncr.    Scrype's  memorials,  vol.  ii*  b.  ii.  chap,  x.  f  King  £dwar4*s 

diary,  p.  %6,  27^  30.     Hayward,  p.  318.    Strype't  memorltls*  vol.  ii.  p   i6tf^ 
atf7y  aSp,  190.     Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  177.     Rymer,  tome  xv.  p.  xpj.  8  The 

reader   will  find  various  inftancesio  the  kind's  joiimal,  p.  6a— tftf.    ^ftype^ 
iaU  iu  p.  S3^*    Hay  ward  f  and  other  writers. 


Iff  poifon  \  at  feme  have  pretendbd;  or  hf  a  codfonqMotii, » 
is  generally  thought)  I  pretend  not  to  detemxine.  Ke  had^thesf 
reigned  near  fix?  years  and^  a  half)  and  waa  not  quite  fixteeti. 
He  was  certainly,  for.  his  years,  a  very  atcomplUhcd' prince;- of 
which  be  has  Idt  us  msny^  and' thofe  unc^ueftionable  prdob  inT 
his  writings. 

This  reign  plainly  ifaews,  that  the  perfonal'cbarafter  of  a^ 
prince,  however  amiable,  as  much,  governed  by-His'miliifters  as^ 
his  fubje£b,  is  to  them  of  no  great  importance,  'the  forms  of 
government  were  kept  up^  parliaments  were:called  afid  fat,  no* 
thing  was  heard  but  the  higheft  pretenfion^  to  purity'  in  retl- 
ligion,  and  zeal  for  the  public  good;  while. thofe  who^  made 
them,  fhewed  very  little  regard  to  either,  in  wha^  is  the  fureft^ 
teft  of  men's  principles,  their  anions.  Under'  colour' of  refor- 
mation,, fcveral  ufeful  charities  were  given  to  the  crowOi  aft  if 
they  had  been  fuperftitious  foundations^  that  the  crowh  tf^i^t' 
give  them  away  again  to  fuch,  as  £or  that  very-  prurpofe)  h^ 
branded  them  with  fo  oflFenfive  an  appellation.  Againft  this 
archbifhop Cranmer  ftruggled,  but  in  vain;  thofe  wlid  had 
their  interefts  in  view  prevailed  \  thecrown  had  the  fcandal  and 
they  the  benefit.  All  biihops  had  not  the*  fanAity^  nor  ther 
lincerity  of  Cranmer.  There  were*  amongft,  then*  fome  wh4 
accepted  rich  fees,  in  order  to  grant^away  then*  revemns.  All 
this  time  the  Commons  were  grievottOy  taxed^  the  eiccheqker 
was  like  a  fievr,  which  received  ail,  and  rttitlned'  notbinj^. 
£rrorsin  adminiftration  at  home  prodtieed  fHisfonnne^  abroad; 
thef<;  created  expences,  and  which  is  wiorfe^  unavailing  expen- 
ces ;  fo  (hat,  by  an  authentic  account  prefisrved  aniongft'  the 
Cecil  papers,  it  appeared,  that  (romthe*  thirtieth  of  tht  laft;  t^ 
theclofeof  this  reign,  which  is  notquite  fifteen  years,  there 
had  been  fpent  in  foreign  wars,  and  about  lortlgn  concerns, 
upwards  of  three  millions  ilerling.  Boulogne  was  the  great 
pri2e  we  got  ^  and  this  watching  their  opportuaityi  the  true 

h  See  an  extras  of  a  Journ&l  kept  by  one  in  thofe  fimei,  io  Strype»  rcL  u.  p« 
4»i.  Hayward*  p.  316,  327.  Bui  net,  p.  aix.  llcylin*a  hiftory  of  cbcReferm*- 
lion,  p.  13S,  139.  *  Grafton,  p.  I3i4»     Holmgihed,  vol.  K.  p,  xoS}. 

Godwin,  p.  153.  Cooper»  fol.  358.  Chougk  he  fays,  tad  he  Hired  in  cboCe  Cxoics, 
that  many  were  puniihed  for  reporting  this  prince  was  poifoned  s  and  that  the 
xumour  thereof  was  fpread  thruaghout  the  kiogdom, 

charaftcriftic 
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^Iiarailcriftic  of  French  policy,  wc  ^crc  forced  to  tettott  for 
four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  \  and  the  poOr  young  king,  Who 
was  not  fo  much  as  indulged  with  the  trifles  neiceflary  £ot  his 
childifli  dccaCbns,  died  in  debt. 

The  great  power,  and  immeure  fortuiieS  whicli  thefe  ifplring 
courtiers  facriiiced  the  public  welfare  to  fecure,  were^  a^  fuch 
acquiGtions  commonly  arc,  of  fliort  duration;      The  Seymouri 
de(froyed  each  other ;  thofe  who  affiftcd  the  protefter  to  remove 
the  admiral,  took  advantage  of  the  weaknefs  this  dccafiohed^ 
to  deprefs  ^rft,  and  then  utterly  to  ruih  hlm^  Under  the  fpe- 
cious  pretence  of  concet*n  for  the  commonwealth,  for  which  in 
truth  they  had  far  lefs  regard  than  he.    The  two  great  dbkes 
of  Suffolk  tfnd  Northumberland^  who  rofeupoh  his  fall,  as  they 
built  upon  the  fame  fandy  foundation  of  mere  htiman  policy^ 
had  the  fame  unfortunate  tods  upon  a  fcafTold ;  and  tht  prac- 
tiers  they  eniployed  for  aggrandizing,  became  the  caufe  of  the 
Overthrow  of  theix*  refpeftive  ifiamilies,  in  their  own  times  ;  and 
tonfequently  they  had  tht  Unpleafatit  fpe£tacle  of  the  fubverfion 
of  their  ambitious  fchemes,  to  ^mbittel*  theit'  laft  moments  be- 
fore their  own  eyes.    So  dangerous  and  fo  deftruAive  a  thing 
It  is  for  the  grandees,  in  any  nation,  to  abufe  their  elevated 
rank,  and  employ  that  power  with  which  they  are  ^xltrufted  for 
the  common  good,  to  ferve  their  private  views,  at  the  expence 
of  a  great  people,  who  with  (bme  juftice,  though  perhaps  with 
too  indecent  a  violence,  teftiiy  a  pleafure  in  thdr  misfortunes, 
and  behold  with  fatisfa£tion  the  defolattoti  df  thofe  houfes  (how 
noble  or  ancient  foever)  that  were  cemented  with  blood,  and 
founded  on  opprelTioni    If  thofe  whom  their  bwft  abiftties,  the 
favout  df  their  prince,  or  the  confidence  of  the  people,  lift  into 
high  plades,  would  read  the  hiilory  of  theif  own  countries,  and 
refle£l  ferioufly  on  ih6  melancholy  Cataftrophes  of  fuch,  who, 
by  dd  abufe  of  their  talents,  prefumption  dn  their  power. 
Or  abatidoning  their  patriotifm  when  it  had  raifed  them  to  pla* 
ces,  have  fallen  headlong  from  the  pinnacle  of  preferment, 
Without  to  much  as  pity  attending  their  miferabte  dejections;  it 
Would  infallibly  keep  them  iu  the  fafe  path,  and  exempt  them 
from  (hariilg  the  like  f^fe. 

But  evcii  in  this  reign,  though  they  were  but  (hort,  there 
^ere  however  fome  gleams  of  funfhine.    In  fuch  affairs  as  in^* 

Vol.  h  Q^  tercftcd 


306  NAVALHISTORT 

terefted  no  faftion,  and  more  efpedally  in  fiich  as  came  befoire 
the  king  in  council,  and  were  of  a  nature  fit  for  him  to  cxa- 
xnine^  or  to  be  explained  to  him  i  things  took  another,  and  a 
better  turn :  it  may  be,  thole  refined  politicians  who  were  about 
him,  as  towards  the  clofe  of  his  reign  he  had  fome  who  might      | 
have  read  lefhires  to  Machiavel,  there  might  have  been  ibme-      i 
what  of  art  in  this*     For  if  in  things  difcufied  in  his  bearings      | 
all  is  thoroughly  canvailed,  and  the  right  judgment  given ;  hov      > 
ihould  a  very  young  king  fufpe£l,  that  in  other  cafes^  even  be- 
tbre  the  fame/men,  difierent,  and  it  may  be  oppofite  notions, 
were  adopted  ?  The  heft  minds  are  eafieft  deceived.   But  let  us 
Return  to  the  hidqry,  and  clofe  it  with  fome  of  thofe  pleaCng 
profpefts,  which  may  relieve  us  after  our  late  (ad,  but  at  the 
fame  time  ufeful  and  neceilary  meditations. 

As  to  his  care  of  trade,  we  have  as  many  inftances  of  it,  in 
every  kind^.as  can  be  deGred.  In  1548,  he  pailed  an  a£b  fi>r 
laying  the  Newfoundland  trade  entirely  open,  and  for  removing 
various  obftades  by  which  it  had  been  hitherto  cramped^.  The 
tery  fame  year,  the  merchants  at  Antwerp  complaining  of  cer- 
tain hardfliips  under  which  they  fuffered,  the  king^s  ambafia* 
dors  interpofed ;  and  when  the  regency  of  that  city  fuggefted 
to  them,  that  it  was  firange  tde  king  of  England  fhould  more 
regard  a  company  of  merchants,  than  the  friendfihip  of  a  great 
emperor.  King  Edward's  agent,  whofe  name  was  Smithy  an- 
fwered  roundly,  that  his  mafter  would  fupport  the  commerce 
of  his  fubjects,  at  the  hazard  of  zhj  monarches  friendfhip  upon 
earth '. 

We  haive  a  very  diftin^k  and  particular  account  of  the  advan- 
tages derived  to  the  city  of  Antwerp  from  the  refidence  of  the 
Engliili  merchants  there,  which,  for  the  reader's  inftru£Hon,  as 
well  as  fatisfaftion,  we  will  infert,  from  a  very  fcarce  and  cu- 
rious piece,  addrcfled  to  Sir  Kobert  Cecil,  then  fccretary  of 
ftate  to  Queen  Elizabeth^  and  afterwards  earl  of  Salifbury,  and 
Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England. 

<<  Philip,  fumamed  the  Good,  duke  of  Burgundy  and  of 
'<  Brabant,  C5fr.  gave  privileges  to  the  Engliih  nation  in  the 
*<  Low  Countries,  which  happened  in  the  year  146*,  which 

k  See  iljkluyti  p.  !if.  p.  ijt .  I  Stiype's  maoorialt,  vol.  iL  p.  tQ9,         j 

««  privileges 
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^  prifilegei  the  town  of  Antwerp  confirmed  the  fixth  of  Au* 
*<  guft  in  the  fame  year ;  giving  to  them  befides  a  large  houfe^ 
^  which  is  now  called  the  Old  Burfe  j  and  afterwards,  by  ex- 
^  change,  another  more  goodly,  fpacious  and  fumptuous  houfe, 
««  called  the  Corat  of  Lier,  which  the  company  enjoyed  tin 
«<  the  faid  town  was  yielded  up  to  the  duke  of  Parma,  in  the 
<«  year  1585. 

<*  At  the  abovefaid  firft  concordate  and  conclufion  of  prWi- 
•<  leges  with  the  town  of  Antwerp,  or  not  long  before,  there 
^<  were  not,  in  all  the  town,  above  four  merchants,  and  thofe 
^*  alfo  no  adventurers  to  the  fea :  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  or 
«*  townfmen  were  but  mean  people ;  and  neither  able  nor  flcil- 
**  ful  to  ule  the  feat  or  trade  of  merchandize  i  but  did  let  out 
**  the  beft  of  their  houfes  to  Englifhmen  and  other  ftrangers, 
<<  for  chambers  and  pack-houfes ;  contenting  themfelves  with 
««  fome  c6mct  for  their  profits  fake :  but  within  thefe  late  yeara^ 
<<  the  concourfe  and  refort  of  foreign  merchants  to  that  town 
^  was  fo  great,  that  houfe-room  waxed  fcant,  rents  were 
<<  raifed,  tolls,  excifes,  and  all  other  duties  to  the  prince  and 
««  town  wonderfully  incrcafcd ;  and  the  Antwerp  men  them- 
««  felves,  who  a  few  years  before  were  but  mean  artificers,  or 
•«  lived  by  huftandry  and  keeping  of  cattle,  whereof  one  gate 
<<  of  that  city  to  this  day  beareth  the  name,  and  had  but  fix 
**  ihips  belonging  to  their  town,  and  tboie  for  the  river  only^ 
**  that  never  went  to  fea,  began  to  grow  exceeding  rich }  fo 
<<  that  ibme  fell  to  the  trade  of  merchandize,  and  others  em« 
<<  ployed  their  fubftance  in  building. 

«  Then  their  old  rotten  houfes  covered  with  thatch  were 
^<  pulled  down;  their  wafte  ground,  whereof  there  was  ftore 
<<  within  the  town,  was  turned  into  goodly  buildings,  and  fair 
•^  ftreets;  and  their  (hipping  increafed  accordingly.  Thus 
*«  profpered  not  only  thofe  at  Antwerp,  bnt  all  other  tcfwns 
* <  and  places  thereabouts :  fo  that  in  our  memory  that  now  live^ 
«^  the  faid  town  was  grown  to  fuch  wealth,  ftrength  and  beauty, 
<^  as  never  was  known  the  like  in  fo  fhort  a  time ;  and  no  mar- 
**  vel :  for,  within  the  compafe  of  fifty  years,  an  houfe  that  was 
<<  worth  but  forty  dollars  a-year,  grew  to  be  worth  three 
<<  hundred  dollars  a-year  *,  and  an  houfe  that  was  let  out  for 
"  fixty  dollars,  came  afterwards  to  be  let  for  f^ur  hundre4 

Qji  Z  dp}lars  J 
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<f  dollars  $  yea,  fotne  boafes  in  Antwerp  were  let  for  ilbc  k^xw 
^<  dred,  fome  fpr  eight  hundred  dpllars  a-year  rentj,  bcfidct 
<<  their  baveni;  for  (hips  to  come  and  lade  and  difchargc  witbia 
^  the  tpwp.  Their  public  ftately  hvildiiigs  and  edifice  erefled 
i*  partly  for  ornainentj  and  partly  fpr  the  eafe  and  ac^omi^o? 
ii  paling  of  the  merchantj^  wprc  (o  coftly  and  famptuous,  as  he 
<<  t^t  hath  not  feen  ^d  marked  them  yrcU  would  not  beliere." 

Thi^  (hews  abundantly  how  ^eat  ^  rr^ht  I^ing  Edward  bad 
%0  inCft  upon  a|l  his  fubje^  privileges  in  that  city^^  where  tbdr 
reildence  was  a  fh^ng  of  fucl^  prodigious  confequence.  We  mnft 
not  imagine,  however,  that  fp  wife  s^  prince  as  the  £mpero9 
Charles  Y*  ^as  not  very  well  acqi(ainte4  with  thisj^  of  which 
lire  have  an  inilancej|  wUhia  the  ^ompafs  of  ^in^  £dward'i| 
feign,  (H!^M  4onf^.  i^SOy  For  ^^hen^^  after  all  the  fuppUcation^ 
^  th^  (:itizens  of  Antwerp,  and  ttie  interceffion  q£  fevcral 
great  princes  op  their  behalf,  be  remained  if  xed  in  hi<  purpofr 
pf  ilitroducing  the  inquifitipn  into  that  city  \  yet,  upon  the  bare 
mention  that  this  would  infallibly  drive  the  Englifli  not  only 
cut  of  Antwerpj^  but  out  of  the  Lpw  ^.un^es,  he  yery  pni-* 
dcutly  delifteJ  "*, 

With  like  care  the  king  profecuted  thp  wrongs  done  to  his 
trading  fubjefte  by  the  French,  and  very  gracipufly  received  a 
stiemorial,  wherein^  certain  methods  were  laid  down  for  eocou* 
raging  and  increafing  the  number  of  feaipen  in  his  dominions^ 
and  for  preventing  the  carrying  on  a  trade  here  in  fordgn 
bottoms  \  Some  notice  there  are  of  pther  proje^s,  of  a  iiko 
nature,  in  his  own  diary,  which  (hew,  that  if  he  had  lived  to 
have  had  a  fufficient  experience,  he  would  have  been  ea^remely 
careful  of  maritime  afiairs,  and  very  xeady  ^o  hav«  contributed 
to  the  eafe  and  advantage  of  his  fubje£ts  \  But  the  diforders 
which  happened  in  his  (hort  reign,  as  weU  as  his  iinmature 
death,  prevented  his  doing  the  good  which  he  ^n^cn^ed. 

We  mu(^.  afcribe  to  thofe  diforders,  and  to  the  boundleft 
ambition  of  that  great  duke,  whoj^  taking  advantage  of  the 
kingV  minprity,  direded  all  things  with  almoft  abfolute  fway, 
that  fuch  heavy  taxes  were  laid  upon  the  people,  vvhp  were  &r 

la  Bnrnefs  biftorj  of  the  RefermatSon,  vol.  iu  p.  i6i.  GrimflWs  hiftory  of 
the  Ketherland%  p.  z85,  xS;.  ^  Baroaby's  infonoatioii  to  fecitCaiy  OkU, 

liAS.  "^  Sec  eke  Win^*ft  diary*  pnbliibed  by  Boriict. 
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fram  beipg  in  a  c^ditioB  to  bear  tbepiy  that  lands,  to  to  great 
^  valacik  were  taken  firpp  t}ie  church  to  the  ufe,  as  was  pre* 
teoded^  of  th^  crowoi  and  then  granted  away  to  favourites  $ 
and»  ?|boTjs  all,  that  t)^e  ver^  worft  part  of  his  father's  politiai 
ihould  be  purfued,  and  the  coin  ftill  mpre  and  niore  debafed  | 
for  in  the  third  year  of  hi^  reigp,  under  pretence  of  redrei&ng 
this  cTilf  there  was  a  ntw  ftandard  iotixKluced|  (bipewhat  better 
jn  appearance  than  the  laft  coinage  in  his  father's  reign,  for 
paw,  inft^  p{  four  onnces,  there  were  fix  ounces  of  fine  Sheif 
la  each  ptMind  of  m^  i  but  then  the  number  of  pieces  was 
iQcrefiied  from  fefty-cight  to  feventy-two^  and  (:o|ifequeiitIy  the 
fiomioal  value  of  filvcr  was  raifed  from  four  (hillings  to  Gai 
6)iUiQg0  an  ounce*  hut,  in  reality,  continued  at  the  faipe  rate  a^ 
before,  that  is,  at  twelve  (hillings  an  ounce,  which  was  incrcit 
dibly  grievous  to  the  people }  yet  two  years  afterwards  this  me<* 
thod  was  ch^ged,  and  the  finilhing  ftroke  given  to  all  pra^Ucef 
of  this  nature,  by  coining  the  fame  number  of  (hillj^gs,  that 
is,  feyenly-two  out  of  a  pound  of  metal,  in  which  thore  was 
byit  three  ounces  of  iilvcr  ^  fp  that,  while  the  nominal  value  rcr 
mained  the  fame>  and  thofe  who  knew  no  better  bc^eved  that 
iilver  vras  ftil}  at  Qx  (hiyings  s^l  ounce  j  it  was,  in  fad,  fo  long 
as  the  money  of  this  coinage  remained  current,  at  twenty-four 
(hiUings  an  o\mce,  If  et  one  advanuge  followed  from  thence, 
which  was,  that  the  gro^heis  of  the  impo(ition  made  it  quickly 
^ifcernat^le }  and  therefore  the  ne^t  year's  money  was  coined 
pretty  near  the  old  ftapdard,  before  it  had  been  pra£Ufed  upon 
by  his  father  $  but  then  there  were  fixty  (hillings  in  the  pound 
weight,  which  brought  the  price  of  filver  to  five  fhillings  an 
ounce.  And  this  began  that  emendation  of  our  coin,  which 
was  completed,  under  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  the  advice  of  the 
fame  minifter  yrho  ]^rocHre4  this  \sif\  attention  in  the  time  of 
^tng  Edw^d. 

In  this  monarchy  reign  the  Levant  trade  grew  more  exten- 
sive a  ^  axid.that  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  other  parts  of 
Africa,  was  firft  difcovered,  and  profecuted  with  fuccefs,  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Wyndham  '•  We  may  add  to  thefc  proofs  of  the 
flourifbing  of  naval  power  under  this  young  prince,  the  attempt 

P  Chsrcluirs  voy^f,  lotroaiilUoii.  ^  Qud.  vol.  r.  p.  14^. 

made 
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made  for  difcovering  a  north-eaft  paflageS  which  wDI  lead  us 
to  fpeak  of  the  moft  accompliihed  fcaman  who  lived  in  his  tiale, 
and  whofe  memory  deferves,  for  his  induftryi  penetration^  and 
hitegrity,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity :  I  mean  the  celebrated 
and  juftly  famous 

SEBASTIAN     CABOT. 

THIS  gentleman  was  the  fon  of  that  eminent  Venetian  plot 
Sir  John  Cabot,  of  whom  we  have  given  fome  accooot 
heretofore.  He  was  born  at  Briftol  about  the  year  1477 }  and 
therefore  Mr.  Strype  is  miihiken  when  he  tells  us  he  was  an 
Italian ;  into  which  he  was  led  by  the  name  he  met  with  in  the 
MS.  from  whence  he  copied  his  remarks,  viz.  Sebq/tiano  Cabaio\ 
an  inaccuracy  common  enough  with  our  old  writers,  who  affed 
to  vary  foreign  names  ftrangely,  a  foUy  with  which  the  French 
are  ftill  infe&ed,  infomiich  that  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  under- 
ftand  Englilh  proper  names,  even  in  their  lateft  and  beft  hiflo- 
tians.  Sebaftian  was  educated  by  bis  father  in  the  ftudy  of 
thofe  parts  of  the  mathematics  which  were  then  beft  under- 
ftood,  efpecially  arithmetic,  geometry,  and  cofmography,  and 
by  that  time  he  was  feventeen  years  old,  he  had  made  feveral 
trips  to  fea,  in  order  to  add  to  his  theoretical  notions  a  com- 
petent fkill  in  the  praflical  part  of  navigation}  and  in  like  man- 
ner were  bred  the  reft  of  his  father's  fons,  who  became  aUb 
eminent  men,  and  fettled  abroad;  one  in  Oenoa^  the  other  at 
Venice*. 

The  firft  voyage  of  confequcnce  5n  which  Sebaftian  Cabot 
was  engaged,  feems  to  have  been  that  made  by  his  father,  for 
the  difcovcry  of  the  north-weft  pafiage,  of  which  we  hare 
given  fome  account  before  ".  This  was  in  1497,  ^"^  certainly 
firft  taught  our  feamen  a  paflagc  to  North  America :  but  whe- 
ther Sebaftian  Cabot  did  not,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  father, 
profecute  his  defign,  and  make  a  more  perfc£k  difcovery  of  the 
coafts  of  the  new  found  land,  is  a  great  doubt  with  me,  becaufe 

^  C<Ien*<  hidory  of  tnvd,  p.  XX4.  t  Gniton,  p.  ijt).  ftys.  He  «&< 

born  at  Bnftol,  and  that  he  wai  the  fon  of  a  Genoefe.  Scrype*s  mvttiortaU,  f^\- 
Yu  p.  40X.  c  Remarks  on  Haklnyt,  MS.  u  In  the  life  of  Joha 

Cibo^  p.  337. 

I£nd 
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I  find  fttch  incoDgruous  relations  of  this  voyage  in  different 
authors  *^.  For  inftance,  the  celebrated  Peter  Martyr,  who  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  Sebaftian,  and  wrote  in  a  manner 
from  his  own  mouth,  fays,  that  the  voyage  wherein  be  made 
his  great  difcovery  towards  the  north,  was  performed  in  two 
ihips  fitted  out  at  his  own  expence  *  i  which  by  no  means  agrees 
with  his  father's  expedition,  wherein  were  employed  one  ftoot 
{hip  of  the  king's,  and  four  belonging  to  the  merchants  of 
Briftol  ^.  Befides  this^  a  very  intelligent  Spanifli  writer,  who 
b  very  cxzSt  in  his  chronology,  tells  us,  that  when  Cabot  failed 
at  the  expence  of  King  Henry  VII.  in  order  to  make  difcoveries 
towards  the  north,  he  pafled  beyond  Cape  Labrador,  fomewhac 
snore  than  fifty -eight  degrees  north  latitude,  then,  turning  to* 
wards  the  weft,  he  failed  along  the  coaft  to  thirty-eight  degrees  ; 
which  agrees  very  well  with  our  accounts  of  John  Cabot's  voy- 
age*: butRamufio,  the  Italian  collector,  who  had  the  letter 
of  Sebaftian  Cabot  before  him  when  he  wrote,  ipeaks  of  a  voy- 
age wherein  he  failed  north  and  by  weft  to  fixty-fcven  degrees 
and  an  half,  and  would  have  proceeded  farther,  if  he  bad  not 
been  hindered  by  a  mutiny  among  his  failors*. 

The  writers  in  thofe  days  had  no  precifion ;  they  fet  down 
fa£b  very  conf ufedly,  without  much  attending  to  clrcumftances, 
and  were  ftill  lefs  folicitous  about  dates,  which  gives  thofe  who 
come  after  them  much  trooble,  and  yet  feldom  attaining  anj 
certainty ;  which,  I  muft  acknowledge,  is  the  cafe  here.  It  is^ 
however,  probable,  that  Sebaftian  made  more  than  one,  perhaps 
more  than  two  voyages  into  thefe  parts,  by  virtue  of  King 
Henry  VII.'s  commifiion }  and  if  fo,  he  well  deferved  the  cha- 
rafter  Sir  William  Monfon  has  given  of  him'',  and  of  his  im- 
portant difcoveries,  which  the  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  fee  ia 
his  own  words,  the  authority  of  the  writer,  from  his  perfeft 
knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  being  of  as  much  weight  as  the  fa£b 
he  mentions. 

*  Ai  ipfMan,  by  comparing  the  aceoonti  in  Hakluyt  with  thofe  in  Pnrcba^ 
and  in  tBe  hiftory  of  travel,  bjr  Bden.  >  Decad.  iii.  cap.  5.  y  Fabiin'a  MSb 
chronicle,  A*  D*  X497«  *  Lopez,  de  Gomara  bift.  des  Ind.  Occident,  lib. 

il.  cap.  !▼«  •  la  hU  preface  f  the  third  Tolume  of  his  excellent  coHtOdom, 

^  Tn'the  large  colleAion  called  CburchiU's  voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  39^.  and  hifli 
ckaraAer,  p.  40I. 

«  To 


**  To  come  to  the  particulars,  (fays  he),  of  augmentatloii  hf 
*(  our  trade,  of  our  plantations,  and  our  difcoveries,  becaul% 
^<  every  man  Ihall  have  his  due  therein,  I  will  begin  with  New-: 
'<  foundland,  lying  upon  the  main  continent  of  America,  which 
*'  the  king  of  Spain  challenges  as  firft  difcoverei*  \  but  as  we 
<<  acbiowledge  the  king  of  Spain  the  firft  light  of  the  weft  and 
*<  fouth-weft  patts  of  America,  fo  we,  and  all  the  world  muR 
*'  confefs,  that  we  were  the  firft  who  took  poSeflion,  for  the 
*«  crown  of  England^  of  the  north  part  thereof,  afad  not  &bove 
«*  two  years  difference  betwixt  the  one  and  the  otheri  And  as 
**  the  Spaniards  have,  from  that  d2Lj  and  year^  held  their  pol^ 
*'  feflion  in  the  weft,  fo  have  we  done  the  like  in  the  north  t 
<<  and  though  there  is  no  tefped,  in  comparifon  of  the  wealih 
«*  betwixt  the  countries,  yet  England  may  boaft,  that  the  dif- 
**  covcry,  from  the  year  aforcfaid  to  this  very  day,  hath  affbrd- 
<'  ed  the  fubjedl  annually,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
<<  pounds,  and  increafed  the  number  of  many  a  good  fhip,  and 
"  mariners,  as  our  wcftern  parts  can  witnefe,  by  their  fifhing 
'<  in  Newfoundland.     Neither  can  Spain  challenge  a  more  na* 
<<  tural  right  than  wc  to  its  difcovery ;  for  in  that  cafe  we  art 
«  both  alike. 

"  If  we  deal  truly  with  others,  and  riot  deprive  them  of  theif 
<<  right,  it  is  Italy  that  muft  affume  the  difcovery  to  itfelf  as  well 
«  in  the  one  part  of  America  as  in  the  other.  Genoa,  and 
"  Chriftopher  Columbus  by  name,  muft  carry  away  the  praife 
^(  of  it  from  Spain  (  for  Spain  had  not  that  voyage  in  agitatiod, 
«*  or  thought  of  it,  till  Columbus  not  only  propofed,  but  accom- 
«  pliflicd  it.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  Sebaftian  Cabot*^  z  Ve- 
"  netian,  who  by  his  earneft  intetceflion  to  Henry  VIL  dre# 
<<  him  to  the  difcovery  of  Newfoundland,  and  called  it  by  the 
<<  name  of  Bacalla9y  an  Indian  name  for  fiih,  from  the  abun* 
*<  dance  of  fifli  he  found  upon  that  coaft.*' 

This  (hews  plainly  the  great  fagacity  and  unbiaiTed  impartiality 
of  this  ingenious  author,  who  points  very  juftly  to  t})ofe  advan* 
Cages  [and  thefe  not  inconiiderablej  which  had,  even  in  his  dme, 

c  This  affords  a  farther  and  more  direct  proof  of  my  oonjedure,  that  Sd^lliiil 
Cabot  made  more  than  one  voyage  in  the  fervice  of  Henry  Vil*  fince,  from  vhat 
our  author  fays,  ic  looks  as  if  he  had  not  oal;  found  the  couatry,  but  eflahlitfied 

Che  fi(her/  of  Newfouadla&d* 

accrued 
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Accrued  to  this  tiaiion  from  thefe  difcOTeries,  and  fairly  afcribes 
to  Itafy  the  horiour  of  producing  thofe  incomparable  perfons  by 
Whom  they  were  made  :  for,  though  he  is  a  little  miftaken  in 
the  name,  afcribing  to  Sebaftlan  what  was  due  to  Sir  John  Ca- 
bot, yet  he  is  fight  as  to  the  fafl:  \  for  Sir  John  was  a  citileh 
and  native  of  Venice ;  Which  fully  juflifies  his  compliment  to 
Italt,  cbe  MoTltEH  of  ScisMCfe,  and  the  Nurse  of  the 
Fine  Akrs. 

If  this  worthy  man  had  piSrJFormed  hothing  more;  his  name 
boght  ifurcly  to  hate  been  tranfmitted  co  future  times  with  ho- 
nour. Once  ft  dearly  appears;  that  Newfoundland  hath  been  a 
fource  of  riches  and  naval  power  to  this  hation,  from  the  timd 
k  was  difcovered,  as  well  as  the  firft  of  our  plantations ;  fo  thatf 
with  Rr'tR  juftiee;  it  may  be  faid  of  Sebaftian  Cabot,  that  he  was 
the  author  of  our  maritime  ftrength,  and  opened  the  way  to  thofd 
xmprovethents  n^hich  have  rendered  us  fo  great,  fo  eminent,  fo 
ftourifhing  a  people.  iTet  have  vire  no  diftinft  accounts  of  what 
he  advifed,  or  whit  he  perfornied  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
together;  whereih  certainly  fo  able  a  man  could  never  have  been 
idle.  The  next  news  we  hear  of  him  is  in  the  eighth  of  King 
Henry  VUI.  and  out  accounts  then  are  none  of  the  cleareft<*. 

It  feemi  that  Cabot  had  entered  imo  a  ftri£l;  correfpondence 
wkh  Sir  Thomas  Pert,  at  this  time  vice-admiral  of  England, 
who  had  a  houie  at  Poplar,  and  procured  him  a  good  fhip  of 
the  king^si,  in  order  to  make  difcoveries  ^  t  but  it  looks  as  if  he 
had  now  changed  his  route,  and  intended  to  have  paffed  by  the 
JTouth  to  the  Eaft  Indies  :  for  he  failed  firft  to  Brafil,  and,  mif- 
fing there  of  his  purpofe,  (haped  his  courfe  for  the  iflands  of 
Hifpaniola  and  JPorto-feico,  where  he  carried  on  fome  traffic, 
7(hd  then  murned,  failing  abiblutely  in  the  defign  upon  which 
he  went,  hot  throujgb  any  want  either  of  courage  or  conduft 
In  htmfelf,  biit  from  the  fear  and  faint- heartednefs  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Pert  his  coadjutor,  of  which  we  have  abundant  teftimony 
Frooi  the  writings  of  a  perfon  who  lived  in  thofe  times  f, 

d  S«e  Wbcel«r*s  difcourfe  of  trade,  and  C:tptain  Lake  Fox*i  account  of  tb« 
borth*weft  paiTagp;  •  Hiikluyt't  voyaf^t,  p.  iii.  p.  498.  f  Sfc  the 

dcUtcation  of  a  piece,  called,  A  tteatifc  of  New  lodia,  publiflied  in  155$  by  Mr, 
Richard  Eden,  and  addrefled  to  the  great  dake  of  NorthumLerla&d.  Gonfdiho  de 
Oviedo  hift.  Ind.  Occid.  lib.  xiz.  cap.  13. 

yoL.L  R  r  This 
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This  difappointment,  in  all  probability,  might  diipofe  Sebaf^ 
tian  Cabot  to  leave  England,  and  to  go  over  to  Spain,  where 
he  vsts  treated  with  very  great  refpe£t,  and  raifed  as  high  as  his 
profeflion  would  admit,  being  declared  pilot  major  or  chief  pilot 
of  Spain,  and  by  his  oiEce  intrufted  with  the  reviewing  all  pro- 
ye&s  for  difcovery,  which  in  thofe  days  were  many  and  impor- 
tant. His  great  capacity  and  ichproved  integrity  induced  many 
rich  merchants  to  treat  with  him,  in  the  year  1524,  in  relation  to 
a  voyage  to  be  undertaken  at  their  expence,  by  the  new-found 
paiFage  of  Magellan,  to  the  Moluccos  ;  which  at  length  he  ac- 
cepted, and  of  which  we  have  a  clear  account  in  the  writings 
of  the  Spanifli  hiftorian  Herrera  *. 

He  failed,  fays  he,  aboUt  the  beginning  of  April  1525  firft  to 
the  Canaries,  then  to  the  i  (lands  of  cape  Verde,  thence  to  cape 
St.  Auguftine,  and  the  ifland  of  Patos  or  Geefe ;  and  n%2riabis 
ie  Todos  los  Santos,  Or  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  he  met  a  French 
fliip.  He  was  faid  to  have  managed  but  indifcreetly,  as  wanting 
provifions  when  he  came  to  the  faid  iiland  ;  but  there  the  Indians 
were  very  kind,  and  {iipplied  him  with  proviiions  for  all  his 
fliips  :  but  he  requited  them  very  indifferently,  carrying  away 
teith  him  by  force  four  fons  of  the  principal  men.  Thence  he 
proceeded  to  the  river  of  Plate,  having  left  afhore  on  a  defart 
ifland  Martin  Mendez,  his  vice-admiral.  Captain  Francis  de  Ro- 
jas,  and  Michael  de  Rodas,  becaufe  they  cenfured  his  manage- 
ment -,  and,  in  concluGon,  he  went  not  to  the  Spice  iflands,  as 
well  becaufe  he  had  not  provifions,  as  by  reafon  the  men  would 
not  fail  uikler  him,  fearing  his  conduct  of  the  veilel  in  the 
Straits.  He  failed  up  the  river  of  Plate,  and,  about  thirty  leagues 
above  the  mouth,  found  an  ifland,  which  he  called  St.  Gabriel, 
about  a  league  incompa{s,and  half  a  league  from  the  continent 
towards  firaiil.  There  he  anfchored,  and,  rowing  with  the  boats 
three  leagues  higher,  difcovered  a  river  he  called  San  Salvaihr^ 
or  St.  Saviour,  very  deep,  and  a  fafe  harbour  for  the  ilrips  on 
the  fame  fide,  whither  he  brought  up  his  vefiels,  and  nnloadcd 
them,  becaufe  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  there  was  not  much 
water.  Having  b&ilt  a  fort,  and  left  fome  men  in  it,  he  refolved 
to  proceed  up  that  river  with  boats  and  a  flat-bottorn  caraive),  lu 

S  Decad.  iii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  », 

order 
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order  to  make  difcoveries,  thinking  that,  although  he  did  not 
pafs  through  the  Straits  to  the  Spice  iflands,  his  voyage  would 
not  be  akogcther  fruitlefs*  Having  advanced  thirty  leagues,  he 
came  to  a  river  called  Zarcarana ;  and,  finding  the  natives  there- 
abouts a  good-natured  rational  people,  he  ercftcd  another  forr^ 
calling  it  Santi  Spiritus,  u  e.  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  his  follow* 
crs  by  another  name,  viz.  Cabot's  Fort. 

He  thence  difcovered  the  (hores  of  the  river  Parana,  which  i$ 
that  of  Plate,  where  he  found  many  iflands  and  rivers,  and, 
kccpkig  along  the  greatcft  ftream,  at  the  end  of  two  hundred 
leagues  came  to  another  river,  to  which  the  Indians  gave  the 
name  of  Paraguay,  and  left  the  great  river  on  the  right,  thinking 
it  bent  towards  the  coaft  of  Brafil,  and,  running  up  thirty-four 
leagues,  found  peopk  tilling  the  ground ;  a  thing  which,  in 
thofc  parts,  he  had  not  fcen  before.  There  he  met  with  fo  much 
oppofition,  that  he  advanced  no  farther,  but  killed  many  Indians, 
and  they  flew  twenty-five  of  his  Spaniards,  and  took  three  that 
were  gone  out  to  gather  palmetos  to  eat.  At  the  fame  time  Ca- 
bot was  thus  employed,  James  Garcia,  with  the  fame  view  of 
making  difcovcrics,  had  entered  the  river  of  Plate,  without 
knowing  that  the  other  was  there  before  him.  He  entered  th« 
faid  river  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1527,  having  fent 
away  bis  own  which  was  a  large  fliip,  allcdging,  that  it  was  of 
much  too  great  burden  for  that  difcovery,  and  with  the  reft 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  fame  place  where  Cabot's  (hip  lay, 
diredling  his  courfe,  with  two  brigantines  and  fixty  men,  to- 
wards the  river  Parana  which  lies  north  and  north-weft,  arri* 
ved  at  the  fort  built  by  Cabot. 

About  o^e  hundred  and  ten  leagues  above  this  fort,  he  found 
Sebaftian  Cabot  himfelf  in  the  port  of  St,  Anne,  fo  named  by  the 
latter;  and,  after  a  fliort  ftay  there,  they  returned  together  to 
the  fort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  thence  fent  meflcngers  into 
Spain.  Tliofe  who  were  difpatched  by  Sebaftian  Cabot  were 
Francis  Calderon  and  George  Barlow,  who  gave  a  very  fair 
account  of  the  fine  countries  bordering  on  the  river  La  Plata 
ihewing  how  large  a  traft  of  land  he  had  not  orJy  difcovered, 
but  fubdued,  and  producing  gold,  filver,  and  other  rich  com- 
modities, as  evidences  in  favour  of  their  general's  condudi.  The 
dcm^ds  they  made  were,  that  a  fupply  Ihouldbf  fent  of  provi, 

R  r  2  fion. 
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fion,  ammunition,  goods  proper  to  carry  on  a  irad6»  aad  «  coo|^ 
petent  recruit  of  feamcn  and  ioKiiers  :  tp  tlu$  the  n)crc)iaot8,  b] 
ivhom  Cabot^s  fquadron  was  &tc<}d  out,  wonld  not  agree^  biu 
fhofe  to  let  their  rights  efcheat  to  the  crown  of  Caftile ;  the  long 
f  hen  took  the  whole  upon  hiinfelf,  but  was  fo  dilatory  in  his  pre* 
parations,  that  Sebaftian  Cabot,  quite  tired  o^t,  as  having  beei| 
five  yeafs  in  America,  refolved  to  return  home^;  which  he  did, 
embarking  (he  reoiainder  of  his  men,  and  aU  his  efiefts,  on 
|x)ard  tlie  biggeft  of  his  ihips,  an4  leaving  the  reft  behind  him  ^. 

It  was  the  fpring  of  the  ]^ear  1 53 1  when  Cabot  arrived  at  the 
Spaniih  court,  and  gave  an  account  of  his  expedition.  It  is  evi« 
iient  enough  from  the  manner  in  which  the  SpaniQi  writers  Ipeak 
of  him,  that  he  was  not  well  received,  and  one  may  eaiiiy  ac« 
count  for  it.  He  had  raifed  ][ximfelf  enemies  by  treating  his  Spa- 
ni{h  mutineers  with  fo  much  feverity  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
his  owners  were  difappointed  by  his  not  piirfuing  his  voyage  tQ 
the  b^oluccos :  be  kept  his  place,  however,  and  remained  in  the 
jer^ice  of  Spain  many  years  after,  and  at  length  he  was  invited 
back  again  to  England  >.  We  have  no  account  ho^  this,  was 
brought  about  in  any  author  now  extant,  and  therefore  (  fhal^ 
offer  to  the  reader's  confideration  a  conjecture  of  my  own,  which 
he  may  accept  or  reject,  according  as  it  fecms  to  him  prgbthlc 
or  improbable. 

Mr.  Robert  Thorne,  an  Englifli  merchant  at  Sevi^,  whom 
we  have  mentioned  before  with  commendation,  was  iiitiauitel| 
acquainted  with  Cabot,  and  was  actually  one  of  his  owners  ii^ 
hisjaft  expedition  ^ ;  it  feems,  therefore,  not  at  all  unlikely,  that 
he,  after  his  return  from  Newifoundiand,  might  importune  Ca- 
bot to  think  of  coming  home ;  and  what  feems  to  add  a  greater 
appearance  of  truth  to  this  conjedure,  is  Cabot's  fettling  a^ 
Briftol,  when  he  did  return  to  England,  of  which  city  Mn 
Thorne  was  an  eminent  merchant,  and  once  mayors  Thefe 
tranfactions  fell  out  towards  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Hcnrjr  VIII.  about  which  time,  as  1  fuppofe,  Sebaftism  Cabot 
actually  returned,  and  fettled  with  his  family  here. 

^  Herrera,  decad.  IVu  lib.  v.  cap.  3,  See  alfo  ao  accouot  of  this  cxp«difIoa  fa 
Churchiir*  voyages,  vol.  k  in  the  btrodoAio^*  i  H<ik)i]Yt*t  iroyages,  p.  i*. 

••  7.     See  alfo  tbe  preface  10  the  third  Tolum^  of  Ramofio*  k  HaUtt|t*< 

voyajer,  p.  iii«  p.  7*6.  I  Ssep.  355. 
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Id  the  verf  ^c^nning  of  King  Edward's  rdgo>  this  eminent 
fnvi^m  WA9  introduced  lo  the  duke  of  Spmetfct,  then  lord-pro- 
t^£k^,  widi  ^hpm  b^  was  io  great  hyoWf  and  by  whom  be  wa^ 
4Dade  known  H>  the  king;  who  to»k  a  fftzx  deal  of  plcafure  in 
^is  converfationy  being  much  better  Tcrfed  in  theftudies  to. 
nifhich  Cabot  had  applied  himfelf  than,  his  tender  years  confider<« 
^1  eoiild  h^TC  been  expeOed  ^  for  be  knew  not  only  all  the 
p^rts  and  havens  in  this  ifland  and  in  Ireland,  but  alio  tfade  in 
France,  tkor  ibape,  nethod  of  entering,  ceimmoditks  and  in. 
conunodittes,  and  in  fliort  conld  anfwer  ahnoft  any  queftion 
ikbout  them  that  a  failor  could  a&"*.  We  need  not  wander, 
therefore,  that  with  fuch  a  prince  Cabot  was  in  high  efteem,  or 
liMt  in  bis  favour  a  new  ^yffice  (hould  be  ere£ked,  equivalent  to 
that  whiih  he  bad  en)oyed  in  Spain,  together  with  a  penfion  of 
poe  hundred  (izty^ftK  pounds,  thirteen  ihillings,  and  fourpence^ 
ivhich  we  find  granted  to  him  by  Ictters*patent,  dated  January  ^ 
}  549>  io  the  ^scond  year  of  that  king's  reign,  by  a  fpecial  datt& 
in  which  patent  this  anniiity  is  made  to  commence  from  the  Mi* 
^acdmas  preceding  <^.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the  empctor** 
imniftcf  d' Arras,  in  the  name  of  his  maftcr,  ftgnificd  to  Sir 
Thomas  ^heync  and  Sir  Philip  Hoby,  the  Engilih  ambaSadors 
then  at  the  coim  of  Brufiels,  bis  Imperial  Majefty's  requeft,  that 
the  king  would  ftnJ  pvcr  thither  our  famous  feamani  as  he  could 
be  of  no^eat  Service  to  the  Engliih  nation,  who  had  littk  to  do 
!|vitb  the  Indian  £e{is,  and  more  efpecially  as  he  was  a  very  ne« 
ceOary  perfon  to  the  emperor,  was  bis  fervant  in  the  capacity  of 
grand  pilot  o£  the  Indiesj  apd  to  whom  he  had  granted  a  pen- 
4ton»  mki  that  in  fach  a  way  as  the  emperor  (hould  at  fortic  eon* 
yenient  opportunity  declare  unto  the  king*s  counciT.  But  we  havd 
na  accounts  that  tfaia  appHcacion  was  in  any  A^p^  complied 

He  coiitinuod  thenceforward  highly  in  the  king^s  favour,  and 
waa  codulted  upon  ail  matters  rciating  to  trade,  particularly  in 
the  great  cafe  of  the  merchancs  of  the  SteeLyard  in  (55  r ;  of 
Whkh  it  will1)e  fit  to  infcrt  a  fliort  fuccinA  account  here,  fince 
^  has  efcsqped  the  notice  of  moft  of  our  hiftorians,  though  it  gave 
in  fome  meafurc  a  new  turn  to  the  whole  ftatc  of  our  commerce. 

SI  Buraet  hift.  cf  the  Reformatioo,  vJ.  ii.  p.  %t^,  n  Hakluyfi  voyagef 

p.  iii,  |x.  10.     Rjrmei's  faitn,  tern.  xr.  p.  181,        ©  Strypc**  incmdml*,  vol.  ii. 

'     •  Thcfe 
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Thefe  merchants,  are  fomedmes  called  of  the  Hanie,  betaufe 
thejr  came  from  the  Hanfe-towns^  or  free  cities  in  Germany  ; 
fometimes  Almains,  from  their  country :  tbey  iettled  here  in  or 
before  the  reign  of  Henry  <II.  and  imported  grain,  cordage, 
flax,  hemp»  linen  cloth,  wax,  and  ftecU  whence  the  place  ia 
Dowgate»ward,  where  they  dwelt,  was  called  the  Steel-yard  i 
which  name  it  ftiU  retains.     The  kings  of  England  encooraged 
them  at  firft,  and  granted  them  large  privileges ;  amongft  others* 
that  of  exporting  our  wooUen  cloths :  they  had  likewifc  an  al- 
derman, who  was  their  chief  magiftrate;  and  in  confideration 
of  Tarious  grants  from  the  city,  they  flood  bound  to  repair 
Bifliopfgate,  and  were  likewife  under  other  obligations.     By 
degrees,  however,   the  Englifh  coming  to  trade  themfelves, 
and  importing  many  of  the  commodities  in  which  thefe  Ger* 
mans  dealt,  great  controverGes  grew  between  them ;  the  fb* 
l^igners,  on  all  occafions,  pleading  their  charter,  which  the 
£ngli(h  inerchants  treated  as  a  monopoly  not  well  warranted 
pyhw. 

At  laft  the  company  of  merchant-adventurers,  at  the  head  of 
,  which  was  our  Sebaftian  Cabot,  on  the  twenty- ninth  of  De- 
cember 155 1 >  exhibited  to  the  council  ah  information  againft 
thefe  merchants  of  the  SteeUyard,  to  whidi  they  were  direfled 
to  put  in  their  anfwer.  They  did  fo ;  and  after  feveral  hear. 
ings,  and  a  reference  to  the  king's  folicitor-general,  his  coonfel 
learned  in  the  Iaw>  and  the  recorder  of  Lpndon ;  a  decree  paf- 
fed  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  whereby  thefe  mer- 
chants of  the  Steel-y^rd  were  declared  to  be  no  legal  corpora* 
tion  J  yet  licences  were  afterwards  granted  them,  from  time  to 
time^  for  the  exportation  and  imporucion  of  goods,  notwith- 
fianding  this  decree,  which  remauied  flill  in  full  force  and  vir* 
vic^»  The  great  offence  objeded  to  them  was,  that  whereas, 
by  their  charter,  they  were  allowed  to  export  goods  at  one 
and  a  quarter /rr  cent,  cuftom,  which  gave  them  a  great  advan* 
tage,  they,  not  content  with  this,  in  direSt  violation  of  that 
charter,  covered  other  foreign  merchants  fb^  that  in  one  year 
they  exported  forty-four  thoufand  cloths,  and  all  other  flrangers 

9  Minotes  of  thefe  proceedings  are  to  be  found   in  King  £dwir4*i  diary ;  «iid 
the  decree  at  large  iii  Mr.  Wheelcfs  treatiie  of  commerce^  p.  94. 

.  but 
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hut  one  thou&nd  one  hundred.  Tbefe  mercbant$  of  the  StecU 
yard  being  ixnmenfely  ricb»  ventured  now  and  then  upon  fuch 
tricks  as  thefe  j  and  then  by  paying  a  round  fum^  procured  a 
renewal  of  their  charter. 

In  the  month  of  May  1552^  the  king  granted  a  licence^  to- 
gether with  letters  of  fafe  condudi)  to  fuch  perfons  as  ihouli 
embark  on  board  three  (hips,  to  be  employed  for  the  difcovery 
of  a  paflage,  by  the  north,  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  Sebaftian  Cabot 
was  at  that  time  governor  of  the  company  of  merchant-adven- 
turers, on  whoie  advice  this  enterprize  was  undertaken,  and 
by  wbofe  intereft  this  countenance  from  the  court  was  procu<» 
red  ^.  The  accounts  we  have  of  this  matter  differ  widely ;  bat 
as  I  obferve  there  is  a  variation  in  the  dates  of  a  whole  year; 
fb  I  am  apt  to  believe^  that  there  muft  have  been  two  diftind: 
undertakings ;  one  under  the  immediate  prote£tion  of  the  court, 
which  did  not  take  eScdt  i  and  the  other  by  a  joint  (lock  of  the 
merchants,  which  did.  Of  the  firft,  becaufe  i(  is  little  taken 
notice  of,  I  will  fpeak  particularly  here;  for  the  other  will 
come  in  properly  in  my  account  of  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby. 
"When,  therefore,  this  matter  was  firft  propofed,  the  king  lent 
two  (hips,  thePrimrofe  and  the  Moon,  to  Barnes,  Lord*mayor 
of  London ;  Mr.  Garret,  one  of  the  (heriffs,  and  Mr.  York 
and  Mr.  Wyndham,  two  of  the  adventurers,  giving  bond  to 
the  king  to  deliver  two  (hips  of  like  burden,  and  in  as  good 
condition,  at  Midfummer  i554«  In  confideration  alfo  of  the 
expence  and  trouble  of  Sebaltian  Cabot,  his  Majefiy  made  him 
a  prefent  of  two  hundred  pounds'^. 

A  year  afterwards,  this  grand  undertaking  was  brought  to 
bear ;  and  thereupon  Sebaftian  Cabot  delivered  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  thofe  diredUons,  by  which  he  was  to  regulate 
his  condud ;  the  title  of  which  ran  thus :  **  Ordinances,  in«> 
**  ftru&ions,  and  advertifements,  of  and  for  the  dire^ion  of 
(<  the  intended  voyage  for  Cathay;  compiled,  made,  and  deli- 
«<  vercd  by  the  right  worfhipful  Sebaftian  Cabot,  Efq;  gover** 
*«  nor  of  the  myftery  and  company  of  the  merchant-adventurers 

4  Strype's  mefnoHAls,  vol.  if.  p.  504.  but  Mr.  Srrype's  rtmark,  that  thcfe  wtt% 
the  Oiipt«»hich  weot  with  S'.r  Hugh  Willou^bby,  ii  wrong.  '  Strype*sine- 

IbwriaU,  vol.  ii*  p.  4^a. 

««  for 
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v<  for  the  difcovery  of  regioni^  doininions,  ifljinds,  and  pisiceii 
«*  unknown ;  the  ninth  of  May,  in  the  year  of,  our  Lord  God 
"  1^53  •."  This  fhcws  how  great  a  truft  was  irepofed  in^his 
gentleman  by  the  government,  and  by  the  merchant?  of  Eng- 
land :  and  the  inftruAiona  themfelves,  which  we  ftill  haTe  en- 
tire*,  are  the  cleared  proofe  of  hid  fagaeity  and  penetrfttion» 
and  the  fuUeft  juftifltation  of  fuch  as  did  repofe  their  truft  in 
bim. 

Many  have  furmifed,  that  he  was  a  knight  \  whence  we  of- 
ten  find  him  ftyled  Sir  Sebaftian  ;  but  the  very  title  of  thoTe  in- 
ftruftions  I  hare  cited,  proves  the  contrary ;  as  alfo  the  charter 
granted  by  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary^  in  the  firft  year  of 
their  rcjgn,  to  the  merchants  of  Rnffia,  fince  ftyled  the  Ruflia 
company ;  whereby  Scbaftian  Cabota  is  made  governor  for  Mfcj 
on  account  of  his  being  principally  concerned  in  fitting  out  the 
firft  (hips  employed  in  that  trade  ^  \  but  fo  ht  from  being  ftyled 
knigbt,  that  he  is  called  only,  one  Scbaftian  Cabota,  wiiKout 
any  diftinAion  at  all  ^.  Indeed  he  ta  ftyled  Scbaftian  C^botj 
Efq;  in  the  letters  patent  bearing  date  at  St.  Jameses,  November 
27,  I555i  in  the  fecond  and  third  yeion  of  Philip  and  IMUiry ; 
wherein  their  Majefties  are  plcafcd  to  grant  him  an  annuhj  of 
one  hundred  fixty-fix  pounds,  thirteen  fliitlinga,  and  fourpence; 
during  his  natural  Kfc ;  as  he  alfo  i«  iiri  the  lettef^  patent  djkted 
at  Weftminfter,  May  ap,  1557,  the  thkd  and  fborch  of  the 
fame  reign ;  when  thefe  princes  were  pVeafed  to  permit  him  to 
furrender  the  former  patent  $  and  as  a  reward  of  bis  great  me^ 
rit,  to  grant  him  the  like  annuity  a^  before,  not  only  during  hH 
Viky  but  alfo  to  c<mtinue  the  fame  to  Williain  Worthtngton, 
£fq;  a  friend  no  doubt  of  Cabot^s,  for  his  natural  life  Kke^ 
wife  *.  After  this  we  find  him  very  a£live  in  the  aftairs  of  the 
company,  in  the  year  1556;  and  in  the  journal  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Burroughs^  it  is  obferved,  that  on  the  twenty-leventh  of 

i   TheCe  are  yet  io  the  bands  of  tbe   Ruflia  compiny.  t  la  iUk* 

luyfs  voyages,  vol.   i.  p.  xa6.  u  Ibid.  p.   3167.  wbere  ibc  chtrteristf 

large. 

^  The  words  in  the  charter  are,  **  And  iii  conildeniion  tbat  doe  Seb  JHaii 
**  Cabota  haih  been  tbe  chief  fetter-forth  of  this  vQjage>  therefore^"  &c  which 
aatheniic  declaration  of  his  mciit,  does  hia  more  hooour  than  any  liUci  cmU 
have  done. 

^  Rythci's  foedera,  tsme  z?,  p.  417^  465. 

April, 
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April,  that  year,  he  went  down  to  Gravefend,  and  there  went 
on  board  the  Serch-'thrift,  a  fmall  veflel  fitted  out  under  the 
comoiand  of  the  faid  Burroughs  for  Ruflia,  where  he  gave  ge- 
neroufly  to  the  failors:  and,  on  bis  return  to  Gravefend,  he 
extended  his  alms  very  liberally  to  the  poor;  defiring  them  to 
pray  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  voyage.  We  find  it  alfo  remarked, 
(which  ihews  the  chearful  temper  of  the  man),  that,  upon  his 
coining  back  to  Gravefend,  he  caufed  a  grand  jcntertainment  to 
be  made  at  the  (ign  of  the  Chriftopher ;  where,  fays  Mr.  Burr 
roughs,  for  the  very  joy  he  had  to  fee  the  towardnefs  of  our 
intended  difcovcry,  he  entered  into  the  d^nce  himfclf  y.  This, 
except  the  renewing  his  patent,  is  the  laft  .circumftance  relating 
to  C(bot  that  I  can  meet  with  any  where :  and  as  it  is  certain, 
that  a  perfon  of  his  temper  could  not  have  been  idle,  or  his 
a£tions  remain  in  obfcurity;  fo  I  look  upon  it  as  certain,  that 
he  died  fotne  time  in  the  next  year ;  when,  if  not  fourfcore,  he 
was  at  leaft  much  upwards  of  feventy. 

He  was  unqueftionably  one  of  the  mod  extraordinary  men 
of  the  age  In  which  he  lived ;  and  who,  by  his  capacity  and  in- 
duflry,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  fervice  of  mankind  In  ge- 
neral, as  well  as  of  this  kingdom  :  for  he  it  was  who  firfl  took 
notice  of  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  which  is  of  fuch  mighty 
confequence  in  navigation,  and  concerning  which  the  learned 
have  buCed  themfelves  in  their  inquiries  ever  fince  '.  An  Ita^ 
lian  writer,  famous  for  making  the  moft  judicious  colIe£tion  of 
voyages  which  has  hitherto  appeared,  celebrates  Sebadian  Caboc 
as  bis  countryman ' ;  yet  as  he  was,  if  we  believe  himfelf,  ours 
both  by  nature  and  affed^ion  b,  and  as  we  owe  fo  much  to  his 
fkili  and  labours,  I  thought  it  but  juft  to  give  lus  memoirs  a 
place  here,  amongft  thofe  of  the  moft  eminent  Britifh  fea« 
men  i  the  rather  becaufe  he  has  been  hitherto  ftrangely  ne«> 
gleAed  by  our  biographers,  as  well  as  by  our  general  hifto* 
rians  ^. 

y  Haklyyfs  voj'agcs,  vol.  1,  p.  174,  175.  »  Stc>we*s  ann«]f,  p.  821, 

Vareoiu$*s  jsrography,  p.  837.  *  Gio.  BaCtifta  Raroufio,  in  the  preface  to 

his  third  volume.  b  Strype's  mempriali,  vol«  tit.  p.  319. 

€  One  might  have  wondered  at  hU  beiog  omitted  in  the  general  di^oMary,  if 
there  had  been  an  article  of  Dk A xje. 

Vol.  I.  S  f  It 
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ir  is  Iikewife  fit  to  fay  fomcwliat  6f  Sir  HwgH  li^ittdu  60o 
|KT,  admiral  of  that  expedition  into  the  north^n  fea^  which 
produced  the  important  difcovery  of  the  trade  to  Ar^hangcL 
I  have  before  obfenredi  that  the  original  of  this  undertaking 
fj^ning  from  Sehaftiaa  Cabot^  whofe  fettled  opjnion  it  hatd  alv 
ways  beenj  tha^t  th^re  were  ftreights  near  the  tiorth  pbitf  an«f 
iwefable  to  thofe  of  Magellan^  It  was  by  him  propofed  to 
itihg  ^dward  V}.  fe  eaHy  as  the  year  1551  3  in  the  month  of 
February  the  ntif  year,  he  obtained  two  (hips  from  ibt  kingj 
tie  I^rimrofe  and  the  Moon }  and  the  terms  on  which  he  was 
t6  have  thefe^  leading  him  to  confer  with  ibihe  principal  iner* 
chants^  the  refult  of  their  conferences  was,  th^  changing  his 
Schemes  infboiuch,  th2t%  it  was  agreed  to  build  three  new  ihips^ 
^nd  to  fit  thefe  out  by  a  joint  ftoclf ;  to  whicbji  fuch  a^  had  a 
good  Qpihjon  of  the  voyage  might  conifibuteji  at  twenty-five 
pounds,^  (hare.  This  once  fettled^  the  Ihips  were  built  with 
vron^ful  celerity;  and  that  which  was  oJIed  the  Admiral, 
was  Iheatbed  with  lead,  tp  preferv6  her  from  the  worms.  The 
whole  of  this  joint  ftock  atp^oiinted  but  to  fi^  ihoufand  pcMnds^ 
and  yet  this  money  was  fo  well  employed,  thatj  by  the  beginning 
<fcf  May  i553»  they  were  ready  to  fail  *. 

The  Adin^ral  ^^  called  the  l^oha  Efperanza,  of  the  btirden 
pf  one  hundred  aud  twenty  tons,  coihrnanded  by  Sir  Hugh 
Willoughby,  knight  ^  the  Edward  Bonayentizre,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  tons,  commanded  by  Captain  Richard  Chan«s 
cellor  I  the  third,  the  Bona  Confidentia,  of  ninety  tons.  Cor- 
melius  Durfurth  mafter^  May  xo,  1553^  they  failed  from 
Katcliff }  and,  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  fame  month,  cleared 
from  Qravcfcnd.  The  admiral,  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby j^  had  all 
the  qualities  that  could  be  defired  in  a  commander  :  he  was  de^ 
fcended  of  an  honourable  family,  was  a  man  of  great  parts, 
much  experience,  and  unconquerable  courage ;  yet  unfortunate 
in  this  undertaking.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Auguft 
he  loft  the  company  of  C^aptain  Chancellor ;  and  about  the  fame 
time  firft  difcoyered  Greenland,  though  the  Dutch  endeavour 
10  4^prive  us  of  that  honour.    His  utmoft  progrefs  was  to  fc^ 

*  Set  the  account  of  thif  Toyage  in  X^atiii,  by  Clement  Adamt.    Btkhryr. 
^1. 1  p.  a43* 

ycatr* 


ot   Sir   it.   WlLLjatiGItBT.  323 

V<ftilt]r*two  degrees  of  north  latitiide ;  and  then  finding  the  wei^ 
ther  intoIeraUy  cold>  the  year  far  Ipetit,  and  his  (hips  unable  to 
bear  the  fea,  be  put  into  the  haven  of  Artina>  in  Lapland,  oiii 
the  eighteenth  of  September,  and  there  provided  the  beft  he 
could  to  have  pafled  the  wintey.  It  appears  by  a  will,  which 
inras  found  in  his  (hip,  that  Sir  Hugh  and  moft  of  his  company 
were  alive  in  January  1554,  bm  fopo/iter  they  Were  all  frozen 
to  deaths  their  bodies  being  found  the  next  fummer  by  Ruffian 
fifliennen,  ^ho  repaired  to  that  coaft  \  as  aUb  the  original 
journal  of  Sir  Hughi  from  whence  thefe  particulars  are  taken  ^ 
^As  for  Captain  Chancellor,  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  enter 
the  river  of  St^  Nicholas,  where  he  was  weU  received,  and 
had,  foon  after,  accefs  to  John  Baiilowitz,  then  great  duke  cf 
Afdcovy,  which  gaare  us  an  entrance  .into  thatxou^try. 
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CHAP.      XL 

The  Nayal  Hiftory  of  England,  daring  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary ;  together  with  fuch  tranfaflions  as  re- 
late to  foreign  commerce^  or  remarkable  difcoreries. 


T 


HOSE  who  were  about,  and  in  the  confidence  of  King 
Edward  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  prevailed  upon  him 
to  fet  afide  his  fiftcrs,  Mary  and  Elizibech ;  and  to  call 
to  the  poiTeffion  of  his  throne  his  coufin,  the  Lady  Jane  Grey, 
who  was  married  a  little  before  to  the. Lord  Guilford  Dudley, 
I  ion  to  the  great  duke  of  Northumberland  :  but  notwitbftand- 

j  iQg  the  time  they  had  during  the  king's  ficknefs  to  concert  their 

[  projeS,  and  to  provide  for  the  fupport  of  their  deGgns,  they 

I  were  fo  much  at  a  lofs,  that  they  did  not  immediately  publifh 

his- death  I  but  on  the  eighth  of  July  1553,  they  fent  for  the 
lord  mayor  of  London,  and  dircfled  him  to  bring  with  him 
iix  aldermen,  fix  merchants  of  the  ftaple,  and  as  many  of  the 
merchant-adventurers,  whom  they  acquainted  with  the  king's 
death,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  difpofed  of  the  crown, 
requiring  them  to  keep  it  fccreti  which  they  did  for  two  days, 

and 
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and  then  prodaimed  Lady  Jane*  queen  of  England,  fsfr.  I 
mention  this  circumftance^  to  ihew  in  what  eftimation  tradexv 
then  were. 

Among  the  reft  of  the  precautions  taken  by  the  duke  of 
Northumberland  and  his  party,  one  of  the  principal  was,  his 
fending  a  fquadron  of  fix  ihips,  with  orders  to  ly  before  the 
port  of  Yarmouth,  to  prevent  the  Lady  Mary,  as  he  ftylcd  her, 
from  making  her  efcape  beyond  the  Teas  ^  which,  however, 
proved  the  ruin  of  his  defign ;  for  thefe  Ihips  were  no  fooner 
^  feen  before  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  than  Sir  Harry  Jernegan 
went  off  in  an  open  boat,  and  exhorted  the  feamen  to  declistre 
thcmfelvcs  for  Queen  Mary,  which  they  immediately  did.  This, 
with  the  brd  warden  of  the  cinque-ports  proclaiming  the  queen 
in  Kent,  contributed  chiefly  to  put  an  end  to  the  ftniggle,  {o 
that  on  the  nineteenth  fhe  was  proclaimed  at  London,  and  the 
unfortunate  lady  Jane  became  a  prifoner  in  the  very  fame  place 
where,  a  little  before,  (he  had  kept  her  court  ^. 

In  the  beginning  of  her  reign  Queen  Mary  zGtcd  with  great 
temper  and  moderation,  releafing  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  who 
had  remained  a  prifoner  all  this  time  in  the  Tower,  from  his 
confinement,  imprifoning  indeed  fuch  as  had  taken  arms  againft 
her,  but  proceeding  to  no  greater  fe verities  till  after  Wyafs  re- 
bellion, when  falling  into  the  hands  of  Hifpanioiized  counfel- 
lors,  fhe  began  to  z€t  with  that  cruelty  which  is  fo  defervedly 
efteemed  the  blemifli  of  her  reign.  That  (he  was  naturally  a 
woman  of  better  temper  appears  by  remitting  part  of  a  tax 
granted  to.  her  brother  King  Edward,  by  his  laft  parliament ; 
and  that  (he  had  a  juft  refpe£t  to  the  honour  of  the  £ngli(h  na* 

*  Life  of  Qneen  Mary,  written  by  George  Ferrtri,  Efqs  io  Grafton*«  chro- 
nidcy  p.  1314,  ]3a5,  Scowe,  p.  Cop,  tfio.  Speed,  p  Six,  815.  See  the  pro* 
clamatioo,  at  drawo  by  the  curious  pen  of  the  learned  Sir  Joha  Throckmorton, 
that  icrvice  having  been  declined  by  Sir  William  Cecil,  afterwards  the  great 
lord  creafurer  Borldglr,  in  the  coUe^ion  of  recoids  t«  Burnet's  biftory  of  tht 
Reformation,  vol.  ii.  p.  239. 

t>  Stowe,  p.  tf n,  tf  IX.  Hulingflied,  rol.  ii.  p.  1087.  Speed,  p.  817.  Godwin, 
p.  x68,  X71.  See  alfa  the  journal  of  the  privjr  council  of  this  ^ueen^s  rdgo,  in 
Hayoes's  colleAion,  p.  ijtf.  in  which,  anrang  other  things,  that  princrfs  it  faid 
to  have  pobiilhcd  a  proclamation  of  defiance  againtl  the  duke  of  Norihomber- 
land,  with  the  promiie  of  a  thoufand  pounds  a- year  iu  land  to  any  nobleman 
who  fhoul^  apprehend  him,  and  leflcr  revrardi  ia  proportion  to  the  quality  of 
fhc'pcrfon  *hu  pcifora^rd  that  fervicc.   ' 

uon 
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tioa  is  clear,  ftom  the  gtfsait  p^i^s  fbe  took  to  tcS^fj  all  the 
vClifordcrB  which  b^  cacftt  into  th<  government  djiring  the  dukjc 
of  Northumberland's  defpotic  adminiftration  ^.  But  all  her  good 
jqualities  verc  Wafted  by  her  jwfiftifig  obftinatclf  in  her  rcfohi- 
alton  to  marry  Philip*  priofie  of  Sf^sun^  con.tr^  to  the  general 
inclination  of  her  people. 

In.purfuance  of  this  unhappy  n>^ure,  tjie  confcqucucc  jjfo 
.of  her  bigotry.  Commodore  Winder  was  fcnt  with  a  itrong 
iquadron  to  fetch  the  ambafiadors  lent  by  Charles  Y.  to  conclude 
<tbe  match  <<•  On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Winter  at  Oftenjlf  the 
•emperor  fent  him  a  very  fine  gold  chain^  whichj  at  his  return 
to  England,  he  (hewed  to  Sir  Nicholas  Throckmortoni  whoj 
after  looking  at  it  for  fbme  time,  faid.  For  this  gold  chain  you 
have  fold  your  country  j  which  exprellion  had  like  to  have  coft 
•them  their  lives  ^.  Jt  was  the  coming  of  thefe  ambaiTadois 
swhich  induced  Sir  Thomas  Wyat  to  take  up  arms,  and  begia 
that  rebellion  which  firft  endangered  the'queen^s  fafety,  and  at 
laft  brought  him  to  the  block  f .  Notwithftanding  tbis,  (he  caufed 
a  fleet  of  twenty-eight  fail  to  be  .equipped,  the  command  of 
which  (he  gave  to  the  Lord  William  Hovirard,  created  baron  of 
EiEngh^m,  in  the  firft  year  of  her  reign  <,  and  lord  high  admi- 
xal,  who  was  now,  by  fpecial  commifiion^^  conftituted  lieute- 
nant-general, and  commander  in  chief  of  her  royal  army.  He 
.was  fent  to  fea  under  pretence  of  guarding  the  coaft,  but  in 
reality  his  fquadron  was  defigned  to  efcort  prince  Philip,  which 
was,  however,  a  needle(s  care,  (ince  his  own  fleet  oonfifted  of 
a  hundred  and  (ixty  fail ;  with  this  naval  foiice  he  entered  the 
narrow  feas,  his  admiral  carrying  the  Spani(h  flag  in  his  main 
top,  a  thing  which  gave  fuch  offence  to  the  gallant  admiral  of 
England,  that  he  faluted  him  with  a  (hot,  and  obliged  him  to 
take  in  his  colours  before  he  would  make  his  compliments  to  the 
prince;  a  circumftance  worthy  of  inmiortal  rbubmbrancb, 
and  one  would  think,  too^  of  iMiTaTiON'. 

c  Scrype's  tnenorUls,  yoL  ill.  p.  3t»  }!»  $3.  4  HoUngflKd,  vol.  iL 

p.  II  off.    Strype*!  tnemorlalf ,  vol.tii.  p.  S9.    Bvitier,  vol.  ii.  «  Set 

liic  trial  preferred  in  Holingflied.  f  Itowe,  BiifMfy  Strfpt»  t  Paf. 

i.  M.  p.  7-  ^  Rfmer*t  fodcra,  eoin«  xv.  p.  )S:i.  1  Sir  W.  Monfeo's 

iMTil  trt^b,  p.  S43.    HoUogAedy  voU  ii.  p.  tztS.    Speed,  p.  S14. 

The 
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TEe  fpi^cn  Was  nt  (his  fime  about  thirty^ght  years  old^  ech- 
ihrcly  at  her  <yw^  difpofsd^^  tod  if  we  may  judge  from  her  eo»« 
At£l|  ibtnevhat  in  s  hurry  for  a  huibandj  which  wilt  appetr 
the  more  excufaBtej  If  We  confider  that  (he  had  been  difep- 
jxiitxtM  nine  6t  ten  times,  if  not  more  '•  She  feems,  befides,  to- 
have  hid  a  natural  inclination  toWartfa  this  miiiMage,  as  being 
herfdf  a  Spaniard  by  fier  mother's  fide,  and  always  remarkaMy 
afieAed  to  that  nation ;  and  yet,  by  the  cars  of  het  couneily 
very  reasonable  articles  were  drawn  for  jireteiiting  the  erils  ap« 
jlrehended  diere  from  this  match  ">.  Prince  Philip  landed  at 
Southampton  the  nineteenth  of  J61y,  ind  paffittg  dn  ti>  Wifti 
chefter,  th6r6  efpdufed  the  qnecn  oil  the  twenty^fifth  of  th« 
fame  month,  being  the  feaft  of  the  Spanifh  p^xiMi  Sf .  ^^rtjes  *• 
As  the  nation  was  difpleafed  at  the  celebration  of  th^if  ntijHfolSf 
fb  their  difboiiteiits  grew  highte  and  higher^  infomocb  ttmi  th<l 
queen  never  had  a  pleafant  h6ur,  or  her  fubjefis  a  ^Uiet  liiiAiitet 
from  her  wedding-day,  though  matiy  proje^  wtre  fet  on  foot 
tb  pacify  thdm,  To  this  ettd  the  SpaniOt  artifahs  were  forbid  tc* 
open  (hops  here,  levere  juftice  was  done  on  feveral,  who»  in  rev 
ientment  of  infults,  had  killed  fome  of  the  EnglMh j  afid  a  gf eat 
many  carts  laden,  as  it  was  faid,  with  gold  and  filver,  werti 
driven  through  the  ftreets  to  the  Tower  \ 

AH  thefe  arts,  however,  cotlld  not  diffipate  the  JeatouJBea 
which  the  ^nglifh  had  conceived,  nor  were  they  or  their  <}ueeti 
at  all  fatisfied  when  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  9  fefigned  the 
ctown  of  Spain  to  King  Philip,  They  eaiily  forefaw  that  this 
would  occailon  his  remaining  almoil  conftantly  abroad,  whi^h 
would  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confeqiieiHi^s  td  thei)^ 
affairs,  fince,  without  communicating  and  receiving  direftlaii 
from  him,  the  council  could,  or  at  lead  would,  do  tittle  or  no* 
thing  here  at  home^.    After  the  emperor's  refignation^  In  hia 

k  A.  D.  ^;54«  >  Strype's  menorltlft  Vo|.  fii.  p.  t%9.  a  HieOi 

^Tt  hoc  imperfcAly  pabliflied  in  HolingOied  j  bat  the  origiRal  wtt  copied  by  c 
CBrefuI  hand,  and  is  in  the  Cotton  library,  JuKoi,  f.  ti.  and  are  likewife  pub- 
lifbed  in  Rymer*s  fopders,  tome  xv.  p.  377.  ^  Grafton,  p.  XS43.    HoUat;. 

vol.  iU  p.  1 1 18.  Cooper,  fol.  gtftf.  Ferrerat,  Mil.  de  Efpana,  p.  13.  )  g^. 
M.  Tarquet,  \\r,  18.  p.  1340, 1341.  ^  Stowe'i  annals,  p.  6%^.    finrnet, 

vol.  ti.  p.  »8tf.  F  A.  D.  1555.  1  Sec  this  grievance  (Irongly  Hated  io 

the  mioQte  of  an  order  made  by  Queen  Elizabeth  io  council,  on  her  aceeffion,  in 
the  di^ry  of  Sir  W.  Cecil  (L,ord  Burleigh)  Cottoq  libwry,  TUo«,  c.  so. 
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paflage  from  FUoders  to  Spain,  he  pot  into  an  Engltfb  port, 
where  he  was  received  with  great  refpe£t  by  tbe  lord  high  ad- 
miral, who  could  not,  however,  prevail  upon  him  to  vifit  the 
queen  his  daughter }  but,  toexcufe  it,  he  wrote  her  a  very  long 
letter,  perplexed  and  ambiguous,  very  evidently  fpeaking  that 
diforder  of  mind  under  which  he  laboured.  This  letter  is  dated 
the  twentieth  of  September,  1556,  and  fcems  to  have  been 
chiefly  intended  to  palliate  the  abfence  of  his  Ton'. 

About  this  time,  the  court  had  information  of  fome  treache- 
vious  defigns  in  refpe£l  to  the  queen's  dominions  in  France. 
Thde  places  were  equally  obje^  of  both  nations  attentiozu 
The  government  of  Calais,  and  its  dependencies,  was  the  mod 
profitable  employment  the  crown  had  to  give.  It  was  of  great 
Utility  as  a  ftaple  to  which  foreign  merchants  rcforted  to  pur« 
chafe  Engliih  commoditiesi  which  were  there  vended  annuaDy 
to  a  very  large  amount.  It  was  held  of  ftill  greater  t:onfequence 
as  one  of  the  keys  of  the  channel,  Dover  being  the  other  \ 
The  French  again  coniidered  this  fortrefs  and  tbe  forts  belong- 
ing to  it  as  a  bridle  in  their  mouths,  an  inlet  into  their  kingdom, 
by  which  the  Engliih  could  enter  their  country  at  pleafure,  and 
as  a  {landing  monument  of  their  being  once  mafters  of  the 
realm.  On  all  thefe  accounts  they  were,  in  [}eace  as  well  as 
war,  plotting  ^how  Calais  and  its  diftrid  might  be  recovered  ^ 
For  this  reafon  every  overture  on"  that  fubje^  was  well  received, 
come  from  whom  it  would. 

The  principal  inftrument  in  this  bufinefs,  and  who  wrought 
for  them  moft  eflFc£):uaUy,  has  efcaped  the  notice  of  all  our 
writers.  His  name  was  John  de  Fontenay,  Sieur  de  Briteville, 
a  gentleman  of  Normandy,  who  having  in  1545  murdered  the 
king's  advocate,  took  refuge  in  Calais ;  this  man,  as  a  proper 
return,  for  the  protcAion  ihewn  to  fucb  a  (rriminal,  begaa 

'  Strype**  memorials,  yol,  iii,  p.  307, 

•  Calais,  while  in  our  hands,  was  en tircly  inhabited  by  J^ngltfl).  Had  a  mayor 
aod  aldermen,  with  other  fraochifes.  A  mayor  of  the  Oaple.  Childrea  bom 
there  were  not  reputed  aliens.  Its  inliabitants  grew  (o  rich  as  to  excite  envy  aC 
hum«,  though  being  Engii(b,  all  the  wealth  they  acquired  there  of  cmirfe  cen- 
tcred  here.    Sec  Cotfon'f  records,  p.  140, 171,  309,  &c.  ^  1.  du  TilleC 

Chroniques  abbregie  des  roys  de  France,  p.  xotf,  107.  A.  du  Chefoe  antiqmte^ 
du  Villes  de  t9ut  la  Fnnce,  p.  4^7.  ircipio  do  Pieix  biftoire  dc  France,  tome  iii. 

quickly 
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quhrkly  to  contrive  a  plan  for  furprifing  the  place.  He  commu- 
hicated  this  tO|  and  teceiired  encouragement  from  Francis  L 
and  upon  his  memoir,  and  the  fubfequent  informations  he  gave, 
the  Frei^ch  took  their  meafuries  till  it  fell  into  their  hands ;  when 
Henry  II;  rewarded  this  John  de  Fontenay  with  tetters  of  abo- 
litioni  and  gave  him  aUb  Ihree  thoufand  crowns»  to  pay  the  in* 
terec  civil|  which  is  in  the  nature  of  our  appeal^  brought  by  the 
children  of  the  perfon  whom  he  aflailihated.  The  truth  of 
this  fa£t  ftands  therefore  upon  indifputable  teftimony  ^i 

But  the  court  of  France  did  hot  folely  rely  on  him^  thcy^  on 
the  contrary^  liftened  alfo^  a^  has  been  before  remarked^  to  the 
informations^  and  gladly  received  the  propoGtiond  of  Englilh 
traitors^  And  ambngft  thefe  to  one  for  betraying  this  place. 
King  Philip  made  thiis  known  to  his  queen^  and  her  miniftert^ 
bSeriiig  at  the  fame  time  any  afliftance  that  might  be  requifite 
for  their  defence^  it  being  too  well  known  that  the  gairrifons  hi 
Calais  and  the  forts  were  but  weak^.  The  council  a£led  vtrj 
unluckily  upon  this  tender  points  They  refufed  the  king^s  fuc- 
cours  froih  an  apprehenfion  they  might  feii^e  thefe  places  for 
him>  and  coniidering  thefe  treacherous  negociations  in  a  time  of 
full  peace,  as  fo  injurious  and  fo  infulting  to  the  nation^  that 
they  advifed  the  queen  to  inake  war  upon  France.  Accordingly 
an  herald  was  fent  to  Henry>  as  the  cuftom  was  then,  to  defy 
him  in  the  queen^s  name,  which  was  moft  folemnly  performed 
sat  Rheims.  The  reafons  publicly  aihgned  for  this,  that  it  might, 
appear  entirely  an  Englifli  quarrel,  were  thefe,  that  he  had  aC- 
Cfted  the  late  duke  of  Northumberland  and  his  adherents;  that 
Dudley  and  Afliton,  traitors,  had  been  by  him  received^  and 
were  gratified  with  penfions;  and  that  Stafibtd  had  been  coun-* 
tenanced  by  him  in  attacking  th(B  caftle  of  Scarborough  ^,  But 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  points  were  notoriouily  true,  it  was 
believed  that  the  queen  would  not  have  declared  war;  but  from 
the  folicitations  of  her  confort  Philip,  which  made  it  exceeding- 
ly difagreeable  to  the  common  people^  and  the  parliament  dif- 
covered  a  backwardnefs  in  fupporting  ic« 

«*  Antlqultcr  de  Caen,  p.  95.  The  projeft  of  recoveriog  thii  place  was  con- 
certed by  the  conftable  Montmorency,  buc  he  being  taken  at  the  battle  of  St. 
Qnintin,  it  was  executfd  (as  will  appear  hereafter)  by  bis  rival  the  duke  of  Guife. 
^  Grarton^schrunicle,  p.  135a.  *  GodwiaV  anuali,  p,  jatf.    Strypc'a 

menon'aU,  vol.  til.  chip.  xllv.  p.  j5a. 
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It  was  ftipulated  by  th^  articles  of  marriage,  that  the  queen's 
dominions  (hould  not  be  engaged  in  any  war,  particularly  with 
the  crown  of  France,  on  account  of  any  difputes  that  might 
arife  between  the  French  and  King  Philip ;  and  yet,  when  the 
Spaniards  thought  it  advifeable  to  break  with  the  Frendi  kiDg, 
Henry  IL  the  queen  and  her  council  were  prevailed  upon  to 
forget  that  article,  and  the  intereils  of  England,  and  to  enter 
into  a  war  both  with  Scotland  arid  France.  To  bring  this  t» 
pafs.  King  Philip  himfelf  came  ovcr,*and  remained  the  beft 
part  of  the  fpring  in  England,  where  he  concerted  fuch  mca- 
fures,  as  he  thought  would  infallibly  ruin  the  French.  On  his 
return  into  Flanders,  and  drawing  his  forces  to  the  frontiers,  the 
carl  of  Pembroke  paflcd  from  hence  with  a  galbnt  body  of 
troops,  confifting  of  between  ten  and  eleven  thoufand  men, 
and  had  the  honour  to  contribute  greatly  to  the  total  defeat  of 
the  French  forces,  before  the  town  of  St.  Quintin,  in  the  fa- 
mous battle  fought  there  on  the  feycnth  of  July,  i557>  and 
aflifted  foon  after  in  taking  of  the  town  by  ftorm  K 

But  while  thefe  brave  men  gained  honour  abroad,  their  coun- 
try fuffcrcd  feverely  at  home ;  for  the  Scots  not  only  barafied 
the  borders,  but  alfo,  by  the  advice  andaffiftanccof  the  French, 
fitted  out  abundance  of  privateers,  wh4ch  difturbed  the  cora- 
Bierce,  and  particularly  alarmed  all  fuch  as  were  concerned  in 
the  Iceland  trade,  then  of  very  great  confequence.  To  quiet 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  merchants.  Sir  John  Clere,  vice-ad- 
miral of  England,  yrns  fent  with  a  fleet  of  twelve  fail  to  annoy 
the  Scots,  and  to  prcferve  the  Iceland  fleet  r  with  this  view  he 
made  a  defcent  on  the  lAand  of  Pomona,  one  of  the  Orkneys, 
on  the  twelfth  of  Auguft,  1557  >  ^^^  ^^®  ^^^^  ^^J  *^  Scots, 
to  the  number  of  three  thoufand  men,  fell  upon  him,  defeated 
the  forces  he  had  landed^  killed  three  of  his  captains,  took  all 
his  artillery,  and  to  complete  the  misfortune,  the  boat  in  whkh 
he  fled  overfet,  fo  that  himfelf,  with  fevcral  others,  were 
drowned*  The  reft  of  the  fleet,  difcouragcd  by  this  unlucky 
accident,  abandoned  their  defign,  and  returned  home,  which 
encouraged  the  Scots  to  raife  a  great  army,,  and  to  threaten  a 

y  Grafton,  p.   »35i,  135^.     Bolingflicd,  vol.  ii.  p.   1134-     Speed,  p.  8t?. 

Thuati.  hiil.  lib.  19.  §   4,     Mcscray,  lomc  iv.  p.  7'»5.     P.  DjnicJ,  tome  v.u. 
p.  i?8. 

'  dangeroii? 
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^bngcrous  invaGon ;  but  their  own  domeftic  diflenfions,  as  was 
commonly  the  cafe  with  that  people,  rendered  their  projects 
abortive,  and  prefcrved  the  nation  from  receiving  any  further 
damage  on  that  fide'* 

The  fucceeding  winter  proved  fatal  to  the  Englifli  pofleffions 
in  France,  thofe  fmail  remains  of  the  great  conquefls  which 
her  Henrys  and  Edwards  had  made,  ^flie  duke  of  Guife  at  this 
time  governed  all  in  France,  who  being  well  informed  of  the 
ftrange  policy  of  the  Englifh,  trufting  in  the  winter,  the  defence 
of  Calais,  rather  to  its  iituation  than  to  its  garrifon,  refolved  to 
make  ufe  of  that  feafon  to  furprife  it.  The  war  with  Spain  gave 
a  colour  for  his  drawing  together  a  great  army  on  the  frontiers, 
and  under  pretence  of  difturbing  the  Englifh  navigation,  he  di- 
re£ked  abundance  of  fliips  to  be  fitted  out  from  all  the  ports  of 
France,  with  fecret  direflions  to  join  before  Calais  in  thcbegiti- 
ning  of  the  month  of  January.  On  the  firft  of  that  month  he 
threw  himfelf,  with  a  choice  body  of  troops^  before  the  place, 
or  rather  behind  it,  towards  the  fea,  where  attacking  the  forts 
of  Niculay,  and  the  Ryibank,  he,  after  a  vigorous  defence, 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  them ;  after  which  be  affauhed  tbc 
town,  and  in  a  week's  time  forced  it  to  capitulate  5  the  Lord 
Wentworth,  who  commanded  therein,  having  no  ftronger  gar* 
rifon  than  five  hundred  men  '• 

Thus,  in  eiglit  c^ys,  the  Englifh  loft  a  place  which  they  had 
held  two  hundred  and  ten  years,  and  which  had  coft  Edward  Ilf. 
eleven  months  ficge  before  he  became  mafter  of  it.  Some 
of  our  hiftorians,  and  efpecially  the  memoir- writers  of  thofc 
times,  attribute  this  misfortune  to  treachery,  and  ftab  feveral 
noble  charaders  with  imputations  of  this  fort,  according  as  their 
prejudices  led  them ;  but  there  does  not  appear  the  leaft  ground 
for  tbefe  reports,  any  more  than  for  fuggefting  that  the  Lord 
Gray,  who  was  governor  of  the  caftle  of  Guifnes,  betrayed 
it*»;  fince  the  French  writers  very  candidly  acknowledge,  that  he 
made  not  only  a  good  but  a  dcfpcrate  defence,  fo  that  If  he  had 
cither  commanded  a  numerous  garrifon,  or  had  entertained  any 

«  Strype's  memorlalt,  vol.  iti.  p.  419.  Lcflaciif,  lib.  x.  Buchanan,  lib.  xvi, 
«  Grtfton,  p.  I354>I3JS.  Stowe,  p.  tfji,  631.  Godwin,  p,  330,  331.  Lord 
Burleigh*^  diary  io  Mnrdin's  colle^ittn  ef  ftatc  papers,  p.  747.  ThiMn.  hift,  lib. 
nic.  $  ill.  Doplcix,  tome  iij.  p.  576,  577.  P.  Diniel,  tome  viH,  p.  aio. 
»  CrafcQn,  p.  i357-^»359*     Stowf,  p.  63x.     Godwin,  p.  331,  33a. 
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bope»  of  relief  he  would  have  infallibly  prdi^nrfsd  the  places 
As  it  was,  he  furrendered  Qpon  bopdurable  terms  %  ^bich  i^ 
more  than  can  be  faid  for  the  governor  pf  tl\e  fortrefs  pf  Hamcs^ 
^hO)  feized  ivitb  a  fudden  paniC|  fielded  it  upbjeibre  the  Frendi 
had  attacked  it  ^.  The  news  of  tbefe  dihikct^  ftruck  the  queen 
with  defpair,  which  is  not  wonderful  i  but  that  they  fhould  fi| 
difpirit  the  nation,  a;s  to  eqgage  the  council  t9  write  in  fuch  a 
dejje^led  itriiin  as  they  did  to  JCiQg  ?bilip|  on  his  nH>ving  them 
to  attempt  the  re-taking  the  place,  is  really  ftrange,  s^nd  I  thinly 
it  c$in  l:ie  afrcqunted  for  no  other  way  than  by  fuppofing,  that, 
on  the  one  band,  they  were  weary  of  the  ij^ighty  ei^pence  which 
tbefe  pofleflions  annually  coft  England,  and  were,  oq  the  other, 
willing  to  lay  hold  of  fo  favourable  an  opportunity,  to  demon* 
{bate  to  the  king  the  mifchief  this  war  had  done  them,  ancl 
how  utterly  incapable  they  were  of  profecuting  his  projeAs  any 
longer  ^ 

In  order  to  Ihew  the  probability  of  what  I  have  fuggefted^ 
and  to  give  niy  readers  the  cleareft  idea  of  the  real  iinportance 
of  thi9  pUce,  i{  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  at  fuch  time 
as  the  French  king  Francis  !•  was  prifbner  in  Spain,  there  want* 
ed  not  fpme,  who  advifcd  King  Henry  VIII.  to  lay  hold  of  this 
ppponunity  of  parting  with  this  ibrtr^fs,  and  all  be  held  in 
France,  fuppofing,  that  by  fuch  a  ftep  he  might  add  to  his  pro- 
fit, without  diminifbing  his  honour :  but,  upon  a  debate  in  his 
privy  council,  it  was  refolved  to  keep  it  f.  "^^19  is  certain,  that 
the  expence  of  preferving  Calais  was  very  great,  not  amounting 
to  lefs,  during  the  tiqie  WC  held  it,  th^n  three  millions.  How 
to  compute  the  advantages  we  derived  from  it,  I  confefe,  is  not 
eafy  tq  fay ;  but  furely  the  indifference  with  which  Qneen  Eliia* 
beth  and  her  miniftcrs  treated  it,  and  the  littJe  inclination  we 
have  fmce  {hewn  to  get  it  into  our  own  pofleflion,  may  render 


c  Tbu^n.  bift.  i\h,  xt,  f  iH.  Dapldic,  tom^  iH,  p,  J77,  X78.  P.  Daniel, 
hiAoire  de  fxancw,  tome  yiii.  p.  ai^.  ^  Grafton,  p.  1360.    Holmgflied, 

jo),  ii.  p.  1140.  ^  See  the  copy  of  the  counciri  Ictut,  dated  Februuy  i> 

I5f  ?•    Cotton  library,  Titus,  b.  a. 

f  Thii  faft  is  takes  from  a  Utter  of  the  arcbbilhop  of  Caatcrbary  to  Cat dioal 
Wifry.  \     " 
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what  I  have  a4vaaced  credible  >.  Add  to  this,  that  in  thofc  daya 
the  hot^e  of  Auftria  was  almoft  a$  formidahle  as  the  houfe  of 
BourboQ  18  BOW  i  which  made  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  afraid 
of  it)  and  of  i;  only.  How  well  this  apprebenfion  was  condu£l:« 
led)  and  wit|^  what  addi:eis  the  EngUih  miniftry  mapaged  thin 
general  inclination^  fo  as  to  render  the  weakness  of  other  ftateq 
jhe  cwS^  of  w^^l^enin^  Spain  to  fuch  a  degree  as  (he  has  neyec 
recovered,  I  (hall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  fbew,  |n  the  meaA 
timei  let  us  return  to  the  laft,  indeed  the  only  naval  expedition 
in  thi$  reign* 

The  war  ftill  continued  between  the  French  and  Spaniard^ 
with  the  i^tmoft  anioaofity,  and  the  foriper,  being  earlier  in  tbQ 
iield,  in  1558  begaa  to  gain  great  advantages  in  the  Low  Coun^ 
tries  I  but  growing  upon  this  too  warm,  as  is  common  with  tbo 
freiich)  they  attacked  Count:  Egmont  ne^^r  Gravelin,  whole  ar<^ 
my  made  a  gallant  reiiftance  till  fuch  time  as  the  EngUih  fqua^ 
drpn,  then  cruifmg  in  the  narrow  feas,  bearing  the  incefTant  noifi) 
of  their  artillery,  and  haying  the  adva^itage  of  the  wind,  ap?*. 
proached  the  field  of  battle,  which  lyas  clofe  to  the  fea-iide,  ajl4 
briqging  their  guns  to  bear  upon  the  left  iring  of  the  Frencfa^ 
they  did  fuch  terrible  execution  as  quickly  decided,  the  fate  of 
|he  day,  ^nd  forced  two  hundred  of  the  enemy  to  fly  to  the  Eng'* 
IjOi  (hips  for  quarter.  This  battle  was  fought  on  the  3d  of  July^ 
%nd  was  of  infinite  confequence  tq  J^ing  Philipf  In  the  nveam 
timfi  the  queen  caufed  a  confiderable  navy  to  he  drawn  together^ 
in  ord^r  to  make  a  defcent  upon  France.  The  (hips  were  not 
fewer  than  two  huqdred  and  forty  fail ;  but  there  were  great 
uncertainties  about  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  a£ling,  oc-^ 
caQoaed  by  the^  king's  feeding  Queen  Mary  with  hopes  of  hif 
coming  over  tp  England,  which  it  is  more  than  probable  ho 
Qeve^r  intended. 

At  length  the  Lord  CiintoUj  then  lord  high  adipiral,  put  to 
(ea  with  a  (lout  fleet  in  the  month  of  July,  and  landed  feven 

S  See  Strype'i  ai^oals,  toI.  i.  p.  ^6,  The  French  made  an  ofHrr  of  Caliit  to 
Qoecn  EUfabcth,  by  their  ambaHadors  at  l«ondoiiy  in  15^0,  prior  tm  the  treiicy 
of  Edinburgh,  after  bavin);  6r(l  tried  how  far  threats  would  operate,  in  cafe  (he 
would  recal  her  forces  ontof  Scotland,  which  (be  had  (ent  to  the  aiGftance  of 
%hofe  of  the  reformed  religion  in  that  kingdom  ;  but  her  Majefty,  at  we  are  cold, 
which  Ihewf  in  what  eftimation  (be  held  it,  (hrewdly  replied,  that  for  the  fake  of 
a  paltry  (i(hing*town  (he  would  never  defert  thofe  (he  had  taken  under  lier  pro* 
tc£Hon.    Caradeoi  aniial.  El^fabcthv,  edit.     T.  H9arne,  yol.  i.  p.  ^4. 
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thoufand  men  in  Lower  Brctagnc,  where  thcjr  took  the  town  of 
Conquer,  and  foon  after  reimbarked.  Before  they  reached  the 
Engliih  coaft,  they  were  joined  by  a  fquadron  of  thirty  fail  of 
Spanifli  (hipSy  which  induced  the  admiral  to  think  of  taking 
Breft ;  but,  arriving  on  the  coaft  of  Bretiagne  a  fecond  time, 
they  found  the  whole  country  in  arms,  fo  that  they  were  con- 
ftrained  to  abandon  their  enterprize,  and  to  lay  aiide  all  thoughts 
of  a£lion  for  tliis  year**. 

This  difappointment  joined  to  the  coldnefs  of  her  hufband, 
the  calamities  which  the  war  hadhrought  upon  her  native  coun- 
tiy,  and  the  general  difcontent  of  her  fubje£ls,  greatly  aficdcd 
the  queen's  tender  conftitution,  now  in  a  manner  worn  out  by  a 
dropfy :  yet  this  diftcmper  waft  not  the  immediate  caufe  of  her 
death,  but  rather  a  kind  of  infectious  fever,  which  raged  cxcef- 
lively  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  efpecially  among  the  better  fort. 
According  to  the  accounts  in  fomc  of  our  old  chronicles  it  dif* 
fered  little  from  a  plagued  While  (he  laboured  under  her  laft 
ficknefs,  King  Philip  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  French  king, 
wherein  at  firft  he  pretended  to  infift  ftrcnuoufly  on  the  reftito- 
tion  of  Calais;  but  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  this  was  only  for 
form's  fake,  and  in  order  to  obtain  better  terms  for  himfelf ;  the 
poor  queen  was  wont  to  fay  in  her  languiHiing  condition,  that  as 
yet  they  knew  not  her  diftemper,  but  that,  if  after  fhe  was  dead 
they  opened  her,  they  would  find  Calais  written  in  her  heart  *. 
Worn  with  her  difeafe,  and  excruciated  by  her  griefs,  (he  ex- 
pired the  17th  of  November  1558,  the  parliament  then  fitting. 

We  have  faid  fomewhat  as  to  her  chara£l:er  before,  but  it  may 
Iiot  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  the  latter  part  of  her  reign,  and 
efpecially  after  the  death  of  Stephen  Gardiner  bifhop  of  Wra- 
chefter,  lord-chancellor,  and  her  prime  minifler,  things  weit 
but  indifferently  in  parliament,  where,  bul  a  few  weeks  before 
her  death,  one  of  the  members  for  the  city  of  London  made  a 
long  fpecch  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  wherrin  he  fully  and 

^  Grafton,  p.  i^6i,  15^4.  Stowe,  p.  tfjj.  Godwin,  p.  334.  Thuan.  hift. 
lib.  M.  §  9,  10.  Dupleix,  tome  in.  p.  583,  584.  P,  Danic»,  torn.  viii.  p.  131. 
I  Cooper's  chronicle^  fol.  377.  Srowc*f  annals  p,  684.  Dr.  Had^pn'a  anfwer 
apologedcal  to  Hierome  Oforius,  (who  alledged  the  queen  was  poifoned),  fol.  18. 
*  Grafton,  p.  13^5,  1266.  HoWngthcd,  vol.  ii.  p.  iitfi.  Speed,  p.  830.  God^ 
win's  annals,  p.  340,  341.    Lord  Burkigh*s  dury  in  Mardio*s  coUeaion,  p.  74% 

freely 
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freely  laid  open  all  their  grievances,  and  entered  into  a  particular 
detail  of  the  ibte  of  the  nation,  affirming  amongft  other  things, 
that  the  city  of  l^ndon  was  then  worth  lefs  by  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  than  at  the  death  of  King  Edward  K  We  need 
not  wonder,  therefore,  that  this  princefs  was  very  little  regret- 
ed,  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that,  throughout  her  whole  reign, 
(he  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party  both  in  church  and  ftate, 
and  thereby  exceedingly  provoked  the  body  of  her  people. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  here,  that  by  the  hardihips  the 
nation  underwent,  in  aonfequence  of  the  queen's  foreign  m^^r- 
riage,  they  were  for  that  reafon  cured  of  their  unreafonable  at- 
tachment to  the  houfe  of  Burguody,  which,  from  the  time  that 
Maximilian  married  the  heirefs  of  the  laft  duke  to  the  death  of 
Queen  Mary,  coft  England  in  the  bare  expence  of  wars  and 
fubiidies  entered  into,  or  granted  on  their  behalf,  fix  millions  of 
our  money,  exdufive  of  the  inexpreffible  advantages  derived  to 
them  from  our  trade,  of  which  enough  has  been  faid  in  the  for^ 
mer  reign.  To  this  we  muft  juftly  afcribe,  in  a  great  meafure, 
the  putting  our  commerce  upon  a  right  foot,  by  which  I  mean, 
taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of  foreigners  in  the  Steel-yard,  and 
out  of  the  hands  of  an  exdufive  company  here  at  home,  which 
bad  been  impra£ticable,  or,  which  comes  to  the  fame  thing, 
never  had  been  thought  praAicable,  if,  through  the  diftrefies 
brought  ugon  us  by  Queen  Mary's  adminiftration,  our  politi- 
cal fyllem  had  not  been  changed ;  and  the  bringing  this  to  pafs 
ought  in  juftice  to  be  afcribed  to  Sir  William  Cecil,  who  being 
little  employed,  though  much  regarded  by  that  princefs,  fpcnt 
moft  of  his  leifure  time  in  making  himfelf  intirely  mafter  of 
the  practical  as  well  as  fpeculative  knowledge  relative  to  coin 
and  commerce,  which  with  fo  much  credit  to  himfelf,  and  glory 
to  his  fovereign,  he  exerted  in  the  next  reign.  For  as  it  was  the 
bane  of  Queen  Mary's  government,  that  ihe  was  intirely  guided 
by  foreign  councils,  fo  it  was  the  principal  fource  of  her  lifter's 
fame  and  felicity,  that  her  views  were  intirely  Englifli,  as  were 
thofe  of  her  minifter  before- mentioned,  whofe  maxim  it  was, 

I  Sir  Thomas  Srtiith  reports  this  in  his  oration  on  the  qucAioo,  whether  it 
would  be  more  expedient  for  thr  nation^  that  Qjieen  I'Vifibfth  (hould  marry  a 
Aaiivc  or  a  fvTcigncr  ?  which  the  icadcr  may  aKci  ^iiii  at  i^r^e  iu  the  appeiKiix 
id  t\u  life  bj*  John  Strypc,  K,  iii.  p.  7. 

that 
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thit  his  miftrcfs  coald  not  be  great,  and  himiTelf  fccurc,  from  any 
other  means  than  by  confuhing  foti  and  procuring  the  common 
benefit  of  the  nation  •". 

Some  things,  hoNircver,  were  done  Under  the  reign  of  King 
Philip  and  Queen  Mary  for  the  benefit  of  trade^  King  Ed  wafd's 
decree  againft  the  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard  was  enforced  by 
an  z€t  paffed  in  the  parliament  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  OSober 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  queen's  reign,  and  the  privileges  this  com* 
pany  pretended  to  were  intirely  taken  away  for  this  jud  and  wife 
reafon,  becaufe  that  though  they  were  faid  to  be  for  the  benefit 
and  advancement  of  commerce,  yet  they  were  found  in  cffcft  to 
be  prejudicial  thereto,  by  maintaining  in  thefe  merchants  a  mo- 
nopoly, by  fccrcting  the  myftery  of  traffic  from  the  natives  of 
this  realm,  aild  by  cilabiiihing  a  kind  of  foreign  republic  in  the 
metropolis  of  this  kingdom.  Notwith {landing  \vhich,  this  prin* 
ocfs  was  prevailed  upon,  fomc  fay  in  confequcncc  of  her  alliance 
with  the  emperor,  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  this  a£t  for  thre6 
years,  and  to  difchargc  the  German  merchants  from  paying  any 
other  duties  than  thofe  they  were  accuftomed  to  pay  in  the  tim^ 
of  Henry  VIH.  and  Edward  Vl.^ 

The  Ruffia  company,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  the  Mufcovy 
company,  was  eftabliflied  by  the  charter  which  has  been  men- 
tioned before,  with  a  particular  view  to  the  difcovery  of  nc^ 
trades,  and  in  this  refpeft  the  wifcll  and  mod  ufefal  eftabliih«' 
inent  that  was  ever  founded.  It  was  therefore  farther  encoura- 
ged by  an  aft  in  the  eighth  of  the  next  reign,  and  fo  lately  as  in 
the  time  of  William  III.  another  aft  pafied  whereby  the  com- 
pany are  obliged  to  admit  as  a  member,  and  to  a  joint  participa* 
tion  of  all  their  privileges,  any  fubjefl:  of  this  realm  who  reqnefts 
the  faihe,  paying  for  fuch  admiSioh  five  pounds  j  fo  that  this 
fociety  ftands  on  a  broad  bottom,  and  cannot  be  charged  with 
any  of  thofe  inconveniencies  which  may  be  juftly  imputed  to 
other xompanics  ^.    The  firll  R  uflj  an  ambalTador  fent  hither  was 

^  See  his  chars^cr  drawn  by  the  inimitable  pen  of  the  learned  Camden^  roU 
lii.  p.  773— 775«  Sir  Robert  Kauncr>n's  fragmenti  regalia.  Life  of  WU'arti 
Lord  Biirleigh.     Lloyd's  ftate-worihres*  p.  47 ^^  n  The  letters  patent  for 

this  porpoie  bear  date  at  Weftminftcr,  Janiiiry  the  t5tb,  1554.  Rywtr**  fcedcn, 
torn.  XV.  p.  364.  A  trcatifc  of  commerce,  &v.  by  John  Wbeclcr,  Loudon,  He.. 
quarto,  •  Sec  their  caft  on  their  late  petition. 

in 
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in  this  reign,  and  wa&  received  with  great  refpeA,  having  hi* 
firft  public  audience  of  King  Philip  and  Quceo  Mwrj  on  she 
twenty-fifth  of  March  1557 '• 

We  find  alfo,  that  feToral  letters  were  written  to  princes  and 
ftateS)  in  favour  of  onr  merchants,  by  the  diredlion  of  thei? 
Majefties;  and  by  the  favour  of  King  Philip  there  was  a  conG« 
derable  intercoorfe  with  Spain,  and  with  afl  the  provinces  fubje£i 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty  throughout  Europe ;  which,  though  it 
might  poffibly  be  the  effeds  of  his  policy,  in  order  to  gain  the 
affeAions  of  the  Englifh,  yet  it  was  certainly  of  great  advantage 
to  private  perfons,  quickened  the  fpirit  of  trade,  aud  added 
fomewhat  to  the  public  ftock.  It  muft  however  be  allowed,  that 
thefe  favours  did  by  no  means  balance  the  inconveniencies  which 
arofe  firom  the  influence  of  foreign  councils,  much  lefs  would 
they  have  made  us  amends,  if  the  intrigues  of  this  enterprizing 
prince  had  taken  cBk€t ;  for  that  ,he  had  thoughts  of  adding 
England  and  Ireland  to  his  other  hereditary  dominions,  and  of 
awing  them  by  Spanifli  garrifons,  is  very  certain,  though  the  war 
with  France,  and  the  queen's  early  death,  prevented  fuch  fchemea 
from  being  carried  into  execution^.  This,  as  it  was  very  fortu- 
nate for  us,  fo  it  was  fuch  a  heavy  difappointment  to  him,  that, 
as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  fucceeding  part  of  this  work,  be  exerted 
all  his  addrels,  and  employed  his  utmoft  power,  to  atchieve  by 
force  what  he  had  failed  of  obtaining  by  fraud,  and  thereby 
ruined  his  own  maritime  ftrength,  and  increafed  ours  much  be* 
yond  what  could  otherwiie  have  been  by  our  utmoft  induftry 
cffeaed. 

As  to  difcoveries,  there  were  not  many  attempted  in  this  fhort 
fpace*  Stephen  Burroughs,  as  we  before  obferved,  was  fitted 
out  to  profecute  Sir  Hugh  Willoughb/s  attempt  to  find  a  pafiTagc 
by  the  north  to  the  Eaft  Indies ;  but  he  failed,  though  he  pafiTed 
as  far  as  the  ftraits  of  Weygatz  '•   Captain  Richard  Chancellor, 

P  Stove**  annals,  p.  tf  jo.  Godwin,  p.  3*4,  51  j.  Scrype*!  memorials,  vol.  HU 
P-  }7i«  1*^^  letters  of  tbefe  pilncet  to  the  emperor  of  Ruflia,  with  a  copy  of 
the  firA  privifeget  granted  by  that  monarch  to  the  Eagliflh  roerchanti,  thdr  char* 
ter,  and  a  difconrfe  at  large  of  the  extraordinary  receptjoa  the  RufHan  min{(Wr 
met  with  in  England,  the  reader  will  find  in  HAloyt's  noble  colie^ios,  voKi* 
p.  258, 105,  207,285. 

4  See  Lord-keeper  Racon*s  fpeech  in  d*£«eft*s  joornal,  an.  1.  Clif. 

'  Haktuyt'i  ▼.yigei,  ▼©!.  I.  p.  28a. 

Vax..L  Utt  viU 
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vho  had  (b  happily  begun  an  intercourTe  between  oa  and  Ruffia^ 
tnd  procured  fiich  ample  privileges  for  our  mercbaota  from  the 
Czar,  niade  two  pther  Topget  into  hia  dominions,  which  vern 
very  liiccelsfbl  \  but,  in  returning  from  the  hft,  he  waa  nnlbr* 
Innately  loft  on  tbe  coaft  of  Scotland  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
jffar  I55<^  The  next  year  the  Rnffia  company  fent  Captain 
Anthony  Jenjcinfon  into  Afofcovy,  who  the  year  following  pafr 
ied  with  infinite  laboufi  and  incredible  danger^  into  Bucharia^ 
having  trayerfed  the  countries  bprdering  on  the  Cafpiatt  (ea^ 
and  fo  was  aOually  the  firft  diftoverer  of  the  Ferfim  trade  bf 
f he  way  of  Mufcoyy  ^ 

•  giowe,  p.  tfs9.    HolioyOicd,  toL  li.  p.  f  13a.    qodwin*  p.  324*        !  }Uk» 
lajt'i  yoft|«,  Tol.  L  p.  3x41  ||(S. 
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ADMIRALS: 

iircLubiMO  a  new  kvb  AccokiTft 

M  A  V  A  L     H  I  S  t  O  K  Vi 

C   tt    A   R     XlL 

Cbhtaihittg  the  Naval  tiiftory  df  Englaiid,  tiAdet  tbe 
aurpidoiifi  reigh  of  Queeh  Elifitbcth,  ah  account  of 
tht  many  difcoVeribs  made,  and  plantations  fettled 
during  that  fpace  df  time,  with  the  meafurek  pUrfacd 
JFor  the  advancement  oJT  trade ;  including  alfo  me- 
inoirs  of  the  famous  admirah^  and  emintnt  feameU^ 
Who  fiourlflied  in  that  glorioui  period. 

OK  the  dbmiifc  of  Queen  M^ry,  one  would  hate  diotight 
there  heeded  ho  mighty  confideradon  in  order  to  fettle 
the  fticteiiioni  fibce,  according  to. the  will  of  Iting 
tlenrjT)  which  h^d  been  hitherto  obeyed»  as  well  as  the  laws 
bf  nature  and  of  the  lAnd,  the  Lady  Elifabeth  became  immfi^ 
ffliatdy  queen;  The  miniftry  in  the  late  reigfa^  however,  fecni 
io  have  been  in  fome  dbubc  about  taking  this  ftep,  and  very 
probably^  if  the  parliament  had  not  been  fitting,  they  might 
have  made  fome  attempt  to  have  fecured  their  own  power,  at 
the  elpence  of  the  pi^bllc  peace :  but  it  fell  out  more  happily 

U  u  2  fb? 
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for  the  nation,  fo  that  after  a  ihort  confultadon,  they  rcTolved 
to  give  ndtice  to  the  Houiie  of  Lords  of  thdr  miftrtls's  demife; 
isind  upon. this  orders  were  immediately  given  for  proclaiming 
Queen  Elifabeth  \ 

There  never  was  perhaps  a  kingdom  in  a  more  diflrefied 
condition  than  England  at  the  acceffion  of  thb  prinoefs.  It 
was  engaged  in  a  war  altroad  for  the  intereft  of  a  foreign 
prince ;  at  home  the  people  were  divided  and  diftra&ed  about 
their  religions  and  civil  concerns*  Thofe  of  the  reformed  reli- 
gion had  been  lately  expofed  to  the  flames^  and  thofe  of  the 
Roman  communion  found  tbemfelves  now  in  a  decUning  date. 
On  the  continent  we  had  no  allies  i  in  this  very  ifland  the  Scots 
were  enemies,  and  thdr  queen  claimed  the  £ng^fll  crown. 
The  exchequer  was  exhaufted,  moft  of  the  forts  and  caiUes 
throughout  the  kingdom  mouldering  into  ruins  i  at  (ea  we  had 
loft  much  of  our  ancient  reputation,  and  a  too  fharp  fenie  of 
their  misfortunes,  had  dejedted  the  whole  nation  to  the  laft  de- 
gtctK 

EtisABETH  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  had  quick 
parts,  an  excellent  education,  much  prudence^  »d  mthal,  what 
ihe  inherited  from  her  hthcr,  a  high  and  haughty  fpirit,  quali- 
fied by  a  warm  and  tender  aficAion  for  her  people,  and  an  ab* 
folute  contempt  of  thofe  pleafures,  by  the  indulging  which 
princes  are  too  commonly  mifled.  Her  wifdom  confifted  in 
good  fenfe,  father  than  refined  maxims,  and  her  policy  feems 
«o  have  rofe  no  higher  than  to  this  plain  rule,  of  fteadtly  mind* 
ing.her  bufincfs.  From  the  moment  fhe  became  a  queen,  ihe 
never  fufiered  herfelf  to  forget  the  ftation  in  which  God  had 
placed  hen  She  received  the  compliments  on  her  acceffion  with 
majefty,  and  (he  fupported  her  dignity  even  in  her  dying  mo- 
ments. The  fubfcquent  part  of  this  hiftory  will  (bew,  that  this 
chara£ler  is  drawn  from  her  anions,  and  that  I  have  been  no 
more  inclined  to  Hattet  her,  than  to  afperie  fome  of  her  royal 

<  Addition  I  to  Faftiao,  p.  ^66.  Grafton,  p.  1357,  Cooper's  efarbntcle,  foU, 
377*  *rhe  celebrated  Lord  Bui1eigb*s  diary  of  the  reigo  of  tht»  prinoefs,  Ih 
Mordin't  coUe^Hoiii  p*  747.  Stowe,  HolMigibed^  vol,  iL  Speed,  and  ocfaer 
hiftorians,  h  Gul.  CsnideA,  anoal,  vol.  i,  p.  17.    Strypc^s  mimIs« 

vol.  L  p.  A^  3.  aud  the  fpeecii  of  Lord-keeper  fiiieony  \a  Sir  Simmoads  d*Ew«s*s 
}oiif:Aa%p.  zr. 

prcdeceffors; 
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jxfedeceflbn;  though,  if  authorities  could  fupport  fcandal,  I 
might  have  cited  not  a  few  to  countenance  both. 

But  let  us  fee  by  what  fteps  this  great  queen  and  her  able 
inini(lers  extricated  their  country  from  the  mifery  in  which  it 
was  involved,  and  reftored  this  realm  not  oply  to  a  fettled  and 
flouri(hing  condition,  but  raifed  her  glory  higher  than  in  her 
moft  happy  times  (he  ever  ftood,  laying  the  foundation  of  that 
cxtenfive  power,  which  (he  has  (ince  enjoyed,  and  which  ihe 
may  always  enjoy,  if  there  be  not  wanting  honeft  men  at  the 
helm,  or  if  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  co-operates  conftantly  with 
that  of  her  rulers. 

The  firft  aA  of  the  queen's  government  was  aflerting  her  in- 
dependency.  She  made  an  order  in  council,  in  the  preamble  <if 
which  it  was  recited,  that  the  diftrefles  of  the  kingdom  were 
chiefly  owing  to  the  influence  of  foreign  counfels  in  the  late 
reign,  and  therefore  the  queen  thought  fit  to  declare^  that  (he 
was  a  free  princefs,  and  meant  fo  to  a£l,  without  any  further 
applications  to  Spain,  than  the  concerns  of  her  people  abfolute- 
ly  required  ^.  On  the  twenty-firft  of  November,  when  (he  had 
worn  the  crown  but  three  days,  (he  fenc  orders  to  vice-admiral 
Malyn,  to  draw  together  as  many  (hips  as  he  could  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  narrow  feas,  and  for  preventing  Itkewife  all  per- 
fons  from  entering  into,  or  pafTmg  out  of  the  kingdom  without 
licence,  which  be  performed  fo  ftrifUy,  that  in  a  (hort  time  the 
council  were  forced  to  relax  their  orders,  and  to  (ignify  to  the 
warden  of  the  cinque-ports,  that  the  queen  meant  not  to  im- 
prifon  her  fubje£ls,  but  that  perfons  might  pafs  and  repafs  about 
their  lawful  concerns  <>. 

With  like  diligence  provifion  was  made  for  the  fccurity  of 
Dover,  Portfmouth,  and  the  Iflc  of  Wight*,  fo  that  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  kingdom  was  out  of  all  danger  from  any 
fudden  infult,  and  the  queen  at  leifure  to  confider  how  (he 
might  further  ftrengthen  it,  fo  as  to  render  all  the  projeds  of 
her  enemies  abortive.    Her  entrance  on  government  had  the 

c  Cotton  Hbrary,  Titiis,  c.  lo.  See  the  qucen'i  itiftruftions  to  Gnido  Ci* 
▼aicantiy  dated  the  twemy-ntntb  of  Janntry  15589,  io  Dr.  Forbes*!  colleAioa 
of  ftate-papcrt ,  vol.  u  p,  34.  d  Stnrpe*s  anoiilc,  vol,  1.  p.  6, 

«  Soe  Sir  Williaai  Citil  (Lord  Bwlclgh'f)  diary  in  the  cction  library.  Titits. 
c.  10. 

fame 
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fame  appearance  of  wifdom  as  if  (he  Iiad  been  jcart  npdn  tiie 
throne^  and  the  hopes  raifed  by  her  firft  aftioiiB  were  fupported 
and  even  exceeded  by  the  fteadinefs  of  her  condud;  fi>  that  hf 
ft  firm  and  uniform  behaviour^  ihe  fecured  the  reverence  and 
ftfit^on  of  her  fab}e£b  at  home,  and  eftablUhed  a  charaAor 
abrdad  that  prevented  any  immediate  eilterprizes  upon  her  dd» 
tninions  in  that  feeUe  and  flu&uatifag  conditidii  in  which  flMi 
found  them. 

In  the  month  of  April  t^Sf*  P^^^  ^^*  cbndnded  witM 
France,  and  therein^  amongft  other  things^  it  Was  provided^ 
that  after  the  term  of  eight  years^  the  French  (hoald  render  t^ 
the  queen  the  town  of  Calais,  or  pay  her  fifty  thoufahd  crowns 
by  way  of  penalty^  In  this  treaty  the  daaphin  and  the  i}aeen 
of  Scots  were  alfo  included )  but  this  ^as  very  tndiSereiitly  per- 
formed :  for  the  French  immediately  began  to  fend  over  great 
forces  into  Scotland  j  where  they  intended,  firft  to  root  out  the 
iProteftant  religion,  and  then  to  have  made  themfelves  eiitirely 
mafters  of  the  kingdom  ^ .  This  proceeding  ib  alarmed  the  no^ 
bility  of  Scotland,  that  many  of  them  had  immediate  reooorfe 
to  arms,  and  not  finding  their  own  ftrength  fufikietiti  apfdioi 
themfelves  for  proteAion  to  Queen  Elifabetfa,  who^  fbrefeting 
the  confequence  of  fuffering  the  Fitnch  to  fix  themfelves^  and 
eftablilh  an  intereft  in  Scotland,  determined  to  fend  thither  the 
affiftance  that  was  defired,  both  by  land  and  fea*. 

In  the  mean  time  a  ftriA  but  legal  inquiry  was  niade  into  the 
lofs  of  Calais  in  the  late  reigo^    The  Lont  Wentvrorch^  oA 

r  Corps  ^iplomttiqile  dU  clro!t  dt%  ffen^'i  toAie  ¥•  p.  i.  p.  JiS.  BochaBap^ 
lib.  ivi,  xvit.  Holingfhed,  vol.  it.  p.  1 184.  Camden,  ycrf.  I.  p.  42.  Mtxenji 
tome  V.  p^  15.  i#.  tnd  rhe  reft  of  cht  French  Mftdtiint,  who  a!i  o«a  tfahpt*- 
lUk  of  theft-  King  Francis  11.  But  the  bell  aceoiMK  of  the  treaty  of  Chatert 
CambreGt)  k  in  Dr.  Foihes's  collc^Hon  of  Hate-paper^  vol.  i*  to  #hich  vc  refo 
the  reader. 

f  See  the  queen's  letter  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  dated!  Decteher  3otb,  tssh 
In  fiayoes't  colleQion  of  Rate  papers,  p.  a  17,  iiB.  the  artidet  agiced  to  onthe 
part  of  that  prineefi  hf  tht  dnke  of  Norfolk,  With  Lord  James  Sttiait,  and  ochot 
of  the  nobility,  when  (he  coodefcended  to  take  the  realm  of  Scotland  and  tbeooo- 
federate  Lords  under  her  proteAionj  dated  Februaty  atth,  1559.  Lord  Qrcjr'l 
tnflrodions  on  his  entering  that  kingdom,  and  other  papers  rdatiog  to  that  fad- 
porunt  bofinefs.  Reith*i  hiftory  of  the  chnfth  and  ft«te  of  Scotland,  vol  i. 
p.  113.  Sir  Jaaies  Mcivil's  memoirs,  p.  a8,  19.    Stovve,  p;  tf^t.    8peed«  p.  •S4. 
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l^m  many  sTpcrfions  had  £dlen»  wa3  fairly  tried  and  hoooor^ 
fibly  acquitted  by  his  peers ;  but  the  captains  Chambcflain  an4 
llarlefton  were  condemned,  thongh  the  <}ueen  thought  fit  to 
pardon  them^.  As  for  Lord  Grey,  his  gallant  defence  of  th« 
fortrefs,  wherein  be  was  governor,  exempted  him  from  any 
profecution ;  inftead  of  whicbf  he  was  ^pointed  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  that  were  to  march  into  Scotland.  The 
fleet  was  commanded  by  Admiral  Winter^  which  ^iled  up  the 
frith  of  Fofth,  Uocl^ed  up  licith  by  fea,  while  the  anny  of 
the  Scots  LordS|  and  the  Engliih  auxiliaries  under  Lord  (Srey, 
befieged  it  by  land,  and  in  a  very  iboit  fpace  forced  the  French 
garrifon  to  capitulate  \  whereby  all  the  defigns  of  France  on 
that  fide  were  indrely  broken^,  and  the  queen  left  to  look  to 
her  own  concerns,  which  (he  did  whb  fuch  diligence,  that  in 
two  years  fpace  religion  was  reftored,  the  principal  grievances 
fdt  under  the  former  government  redrefied,  bafo  money  taken 
away,  the  forts  throughout  (he  Ungc|om  repaired,  and  trade 
fought  into  a  flourifhing  condition. 

But  above  all^  the  navy  was  the  queen^s  peculiar  care  1  (he  . 
dire£led  a  mqft  cxzEt  furvey  of  it  to  be  nude,  a  very  ftri^k  in* 
guiry  intQ  the  caufes  of  its  decay,  and  the  fureft  means  by 
which  it  might  be  recovered*  She  illbed  orders  for  preferving 
timher  fit  for  building,  dhreAed  many  pieces  of  bnds  cannon  to 
be  caft,  and  encouraged  the  making  gun-powder  here  at  home^ 
which  had  been  hitherto  brought  from  abroad  at  a  vaft  expence» 
For  the  fecurity  of  hpr  fleet,  which  generally  lay  in  the  river 
Medway,  fbe  buik  a  fhrong  fortrefs  called  Upnore-Caftle. 
The  wages  of  the  feamen  (he  raifed,  enlarged  the  number,  and 
augmented  the  falaries  of  her  naval  officers ;  drew  over  foreign* 
frs  flailed  in  the  arts  relating  to  navigation,  to  in^rod  her  peo- 
ple, and  by  the  pains  ihe  toolc  ii^  tbefe  afiairs,  excited  a  fpirit 
pf  emulation  among  her  fubjefts,  who  began  every  where  to 
fzert  themfelves  in  hke  manner,  by  repairing  of  ports,  and 
Imilding  v^ls  of  all  fizes,  efpecially  large  and  ftout  {hipSt  fit  for 
^ar  as  ireU  as  commerce.    From  all  which^  as  Mr.  Camden 

^  Sco««,  p.  tf3p«    Camdeo,  toI.  !.  p.  43.    Strype,  voL  i,  p.  i^,  I  Ba- ' 

cbaMo,  lib.  xtiu  HoWngfhed,  vol.  ii.  p.  1187.  Thun.  hift.  lib.  tsiir.  §  it. 
Lord  Borlcisb*!  diary  in  Mttrdiii*s  coUc<lion^  p.  7^0. 
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telb  us,  the  queen  juftly  acquired  the  glorious  title  of  the 
Rbstorbr  of  naval  power,  and  Sovereign  of  thb 
NORTHERN  SEAS  ;  infomuch  that  foreign  nations  wereftruck 
with  awe  at  the  queen's  proceedings,  and  were  now  willing 
refpe£lfuUy  to  court  a  power,  which  had  been  fo  lately  the  oh* 
jcBt  of  their  contempt  k. 

The  civil  dLSenfions  in  the  kingdom  of  France,  which  gave 
the  court  a  pretence  for  oppreiling  thofe  of  the  reformed  reli- 
gion, whom  they  called.Huguenots,  produced  in  the  year  156a 
very  deftru^ve  confequences  to  their  neighbours.  A  general 
fpirit  of  rapine  and  confuiion  having  fpread  itfelf  through  the 
inhabiunts  of  that  extend  vc  kingdom,  and  the  greateft  crimes 
meeting  with  impunity,  fuch  as  dwelt  on  the  fea-coaft,  and  who 
were  moftly  Huguenots,  £tted  out  (hips  to  annoy  their  enemies^ 
upon  which  the  court-party  did  the  like,  fo  that  at  laft  piracies 
were  frequent,  and  the  Englifh  trade  fuffered  thereby  fo  into- 
kraUy,  that  at  length  the  queen  refolved  to  interpoie'.  The 
French  Proteftants  had  long  fued  to  her  for  prote&ion,  and  of* 
fered  to  put  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  then  called  New- 
haven,  into  her  hands ;  which  fhe  at  length  accepted,  and  ient 
over  Ambrofe  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick,  in  the  month  of 
September  1562,  with  a  confiderable  fleet,  and  a  good  body 
of  troops  on  board,  who  entered  into  the  town,  and  kept  pof- 
feflion  of  it  till  the  twenty-ninth  of  July  following  ". 

The  taking  into  our  hands  this  place»  proved  of  infinite  de- 
triment to  the  French,  for  the  court  having  declared  all  Englilh 
ihips  good  prize,  fo  long  as  the  queen  held  that  port,  fhe  foond 
herfeif  obliged  to  iflue  a  like  proclamation,  whereupon  fuch  num* 
bers  of  privateers  were  fitted  out  from  Englifh  ports,  and  from 
Newhaven,  that  the  fpoil  they  made  is  almofl  incredible'.   For 

^  C«iDdeoi  annalef,  voL  i,  p.  8tf.  where  he  fomewbat  execeji  the  troth, 
when  he  fays  the  queen,  with  the  afJIDancc  of  her  fubjcAs,  mi^ht  fit  oat  a  Sect 
that  would  require  »o,ooo  feainen,  (Ince  in  isSi,  all  the  fca-firing  people  in 
ber  realm  did  not  exceed  14,195.  Sir  William  Monfoa's  tra^^  p.  279* 
fitrypc's  annais^  vol.  i.  p.  375.  l  Sec  her  mamfefto,  (Ull  extant  ia 

Stowe*f  annalf .  n  p.  Leonard,  tome  ii.  p.  571.     D4v:la,  Hb.  iii. 

Thnan.  lib.  xxiii.  §  iv.  Strype*»  annalf,  vol.  i.  p.  367.  Forbes's  (late  papers, 
Tol.  ii.  Lord  Burleigh's  diary  in  Murdin's  coUeftion,  p.  753i  7S4«  '  Ho- 
lingOied,  vol.  ii.  p.  1195.    CamJeu,  vol.  i,  p.  P4.    Speed,  p.  835. 

examplcj 
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tekample,  we  are  told  that  one  Francis  Clarke  equipped  at  his 
owft  cxpeiice^  three  frigates^  and  after  a  cruize  of  fix  weeks^ 
brought  into  NewhaVen  no  lefs  than  eighteen  prizes,  which 
were  valued  at  upwards  of  fifty  thoufanci  pounds  *>.  The  maia 
motive  t6  this  cohdud^  was,  to  revive  a  naval  enterj^rizlng  fpirit 
amongft  her  fubjeAs,  the  promoting  fliip-buildingi  and  prevent- 
ing her  neighbours  from  gaining  an  afcendency  at  feay  as  they 
would  certamly  have  done,  if,  in  order  to  redreis  tne  nation's 
wrongs,  fhe  had  had  recourfe  to  negociation;  A  maritime  power 
injured,  inftead  of  expoftulating,  immediately  makes  reprifals, 
and  thereby  extorts  apologies  from  the  aggreilbrs  made  jfenfible 
of  their  paft  miftake^ 

But  by  degrees  this  fpirit  of  privateering  grew  to  fuch  a 
keighti  that  the  queen,  for  her  own  fafety,  and  the  hbnour  of 
the  nation,  was  obliged  to  reftrain  it  p  ;  thofe  who  had  fitted 
out  (hips  of  force,  from  a  difpofition  natural  enough  to  priva- 
teers, plundering  indifcriminately  all  veflels  that  came  in  therr 
way.  In  the  month  of  July,  alfo  in  this  year,  the  queen  di- 
re£led  a  fmall  fquadron  of  (hips  to  be  fitted  out,  viz.  the  Lyon^ 
the  Hoope^  the  Hart,  Swallow,  and  a  bark,  named  the  Hare, 
of  which  Sir  William  Woodhous,  knight,  was  appointed  vice- 
admiral)  under  a  pretence  of  guarding  the  narrow  feas,  which 
were  then  faid  to  be  greatly  infefted  with  pirates,  but  iti  realityt 
as  appears  from  his  inftruAions,  to  lend  what  afiiftasce  he  po& 
fibly  could  to  the  malecontents.  in  iFrance ;  which  none  of  our 
hiftoriansi  at  leaft  that  we  can  difcover,  hate  remarkdd*  Sonie 
of  thefe  veflels  were  in  the  November  following,  iuch  as  the 
Hart,  Swallow,  Hare,  6r.  judged  requifite  by  the  dul^e  ot 
Norfolk,  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  the  Lord  Admiral  Clin- 
ton, to  remain  at  Portfmouth,  not  only  for  the  fecurity  of  th« 
coaft,  and  keeping  the  channel  clear  during  the  winter,  but  for 
the  conveniency  of  tranfporting  troops,  money,  provifions,  and 
ammunition,  as  alfo  for  the  conveying  to,  and  receiving  letters 
from  Newhaven  ^.    And,  as  we  are  told,  the  Hare  having  on 

^  Stowe*s  annali,  p.  ^53,  P  She  was  under  the  necelGty  of  feoding 

an  extraordinary  ambaflidor  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  to  ezcufe  thefe  piracica,  and 
to  redrafo  them  for  the  future  by  a  proclaoiatioo.  Cafflden!  annales  Elif.  yoL  I« 
p.  98.  *»  Hiynci'f  ftatc  paperf,  p.  3^4.     Forbes'i  llite  papers. 

vol.  K.  p.  171. 

Vol.  I.  Xx  hoiti 
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board  Sir  John  PortinJiric,  a  famous  engineer,  in  her  paflage  to 
the  lafl-mentioned  place,  x^as  attaclced  by  a  iFfench  fhip  d 
ninety  tons  and  uptrards,  which  they  norwhhftanding  toot, 
and  which  proved  to  be  laden  with  wine^  and  carried  her  in 
Vith  them  on  the  twenty -fifth  of  the  fame  momh^ 

Philip  II.  of  Spain,  from  the  lime  of  Quceti  Elifabeth'S  ac- 
teffion  to  the  throne,  had  dealt  with  her  very  deceitfoUy,  feme- 
limes  pretending  to  be  her  firm  friet>d,  at  others  ieeking  every 
bccafion  to  injure  and  molcft  her  fubjefts,  wiiich  he  had  taorCr 
frequent  opportunities  of  doing,  from  the  great  commerce  they 
carried  on  in  Flanders  •.  What  ferved  alfo  tohcighren  the  peo- 
ple's hatred  againft  the  Spaniards  was  the  cruelty  and  trtachcry 
.vith  which  they  had  treated  captain^  Hawkins  and  his  crew  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  ati  infult  the  queen  tould  but  very  ill  bear, 
though,  as  things  were  drcUmftanccd,  (be  could  not  wcD  re- 
Tent  it,  all  trade  to  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  being  in  fomc  re- 
fpeft  repugnant  to  Treaties*.  Yet  while  thefc  things  difturbed 
the  nation's  tranquillity  in  a  certam  degree,  France  and  the  Low 
Countries  were  much  more  grievoufly  torn  through  religious 
difputes,  which  by  degrees  kindled  a  civil  war ''.  The  Protcf- 
tants  being  the  Wcakcft,  and  whhal  the  moft  injured  party,  the 
queen  was  inclined  to  favour  tbem,  atid  Co  afford  tbem  fome 
afiiftance,  though  flie'lvas  ntft  billing  abfolutely  ro  break  cither 
wkh  tbe  moft  Chriftian  or  with  the  Catholic  lilig. 

The  latter  bad  ferit  the  duke  of  Alva  to  govern  the  Nether- 
lands, wbo  was  a  fierce  and  cruel  man,  but  withal  a  perfon  of 
great  courage,  an  able  captain,  and  a  confummate  ftatcfman. 
This  duke,  as  he  was  a  bitter  enemy  to  the  IVoteftants,  {6  he 
liad  c(9nceived,  probab^  on  that  account,  as  keen  a  hatretl  againft 
i^een  Elifabeth,  which  he  fbon  found  occafion  to  difcovcr. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1568,  fomc  inercbants  of  tSenoa, 
iftteftding  10  have  fet  up  a  bank  in  the  Low  Countries,  procured 
a  licence  from  the  king  x)f  Spain  to  tranfport  thitbcr  a  very 
large  fum  In  ready  money,  on  board  certain  fhips  belonging  to 

'  Stowe*f  aniiBli,  p.  6sx.  Hulingfhod,  ^ol.  ii.  p.  ri^f-  ^irypc*«  «iin3l«, 
vol.  i.  p.  367.  <  Ci»4en,  Burnet,  Rapin.  ^  A.  D*  xstf?.  "  FurckM'« 
pilgrims,  vol.  1v^  p.  tsjf.  ^  Mctnoiret  de  Ctdelnaii,  llv.  u  CiMiiv^eiiiairv* 
de  Montinc,  tome  n.  11?.  V.  DiipUix,  toitte  iii.  Le  Cleic*»  h:{b>fK  to  Pre- 
.Ttncct  Uuics,  tome  i.  Ihr,  i« 

the 
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t  he  province  of  Bifcaj.  Thcfc  (hips  were  chaccd  in  their  paflagc 
by  lame  French  privateersi  and  were  forced  to  take  ihcUer  iix 
the  ports  of  Pl;moutb>  Faltnoutbf  and  SQutbaaiptoOj  whcrej^ 
l>y  the  queen's  orders,  their  veflels  were  prote^ed»  and  thofc; 
on  board  them  well  treated*  tUl|  at  the  requeft  of  the  SpaniiU 
aoibaflador,  the  money  was  brought  ajthore. 

Cardinal  de  Chatillon»  who  wa$  at  the  fame  time  here  as  ^ 
refugee,  informed  the  queen  that  this  money  did  not  belong,  as 
was  pretended,  to  the  king  of  Spain^  but  to  private  merchants^ 
and  that  in  cafe  (be  gave  leave  ^r  tiranfporting  it  into  the  No^  / 
theclandsi  the  duke  of  Alva  would  certainly  feize  it,  in  ordec 
to  carry  on  fome  of  his  dark  de6gn$«    The  queen^  by  tbe  ad<^ 
vice  of  her  very  wife  and  able  mioi(ter  Cecily  refolved  to  defeat 
this  fcbemei,  by  taking  the  money  to  her  own  ufe,  promiGpg  tq 
re-pay  it  immediately»  if  it  (hould  appear  to  be  the  king  of 
Spain's  treafure,  and  to  oompenfate  tbe  Qenoefe  pnerchants  fo^ 
the  time  (he  kept  it  with  ju(l  intercfti  if  it  was  theirs*.    This 
was  highly  refented  by  King  Philip  and  the  duke  of  Alva,  the 
former  by  his  ambaffador,  endeavoured  to  get  fccrctary  Cecil 
a(ra(finatcd,  tampering  alfo  with  the  duke  of  Norfalk^  and  tlie 
earl  qf  Ormond>  to  raife  difturbsnce^  both  in  England  and  Ire- 
land} in  which,  howeyer,  be  failed;  but  the  duke  of  Alva, 
according  to  the  violence  of  his  temper,  fei?ed  aU  the  EngliQi 
effects  in  Flanders,  and  permitted  hit  frigate^  and  privateers  to 
cruise  on  the  Engliih  coail^*     The  queen  made  reprifal?  in  her 
turn,  and  allowing  her  fubjeds  to  fit  out  (hips»  they  purfued. 
this  trade  of  privateering  with  fo  much  eagern<r$  and  fu^qef$» 
that  at  length  they  began  not  to  diftingui(h  friends  from  fpes  ^, 
upon  which  her  majeily  was  compelled  to  iflue  a  prQclaroation> 
forbidding  the  purchafe  of  any  (hip,  or  effci^s  taken  by  tbefe 
privateers.  Soon  after  which  thefe  difputes  were  compromifed'y 
and  peace  reftored,  though  it  did  not  laft  long,  both  the  Spa« 
niards  and  the  £iigli(h  being  generally  inclined  to  break  it^. 

«  Stow*-,  p,  661.  Camden,  yol.  i.  p.  175.     Bcntivoglio,  part  1.  lib.  ▼•  Thuan, 
!ib.  xHv.  ^  xl.     M.  Turquet,  tome  ti.  p.  1431.  '  Lord  finrldgh'c  diary  )n 

Morrim's  ooUfAion,  p.  j64,  j6f,    Bcntiwgllo,  p.  i.  Jib.  v.  S  Atordio'a 

flate  paper*,  p.  1571  a74>  *  A.  D.  157 3*  ^  Metcren,  hiftoire  des 

Pays  bas,  fry.  iii.    F.  Strsda.  Kb.  vii.    Grioftoiit's  hiftory  of  the  Hetbcrhiias, 
b,  U.  p.  4<k>* 
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In  tht  midfl  of  all  th^fe  dliliculties,  the  queen  took  eveiy  opr 
portunity  to  encourage  her  people  in  profecuting  nev  fcheme^ 
of  trade  abroad,  or  purfuing  Tfh^t  might  be  an  improrement  of 
their  lafids  at  home.  With  thi$  view  ihe  fpmetimes  contributed 
ihips,  fometimes  gave  money,  at  others  entered  into  partnerfhip^ 
in  ihort,  ihe  pegle£led  nothing  which  might  fhew  her  matcrnai 
tendemeff  for  all  her  fubje£^.  She  likewife  afibrded,  in  z  very 
delicate  conjuncture,  a  (hining  proof  of  her  generofity,  in  di- 
felting  a  ftrpng  fquadron  of  her  fhips  to  efcort  Anne  of  Au- 
ftria,  in  her  voyage  from  Flanders  into  Spain,  notwithftanding 
the  bad  terms  whereon  (he  then  ftood  with  King  Philip^.  Her 
treaties  with  France,  which  feemed  to  exclude  all  fear  of  dan- 
ger, did  not  hinder  her  from  fortifying  Portfmouth  thoroughly, 
3n  which  it  (|uickly  appeared,  that  her  precaution  was  far  from 
being  thp  efFcits  of  a  needlef^  timidity;  fpr  the  French  loon 
fitted  out  a  confiderable  fleet^  pretending  to  take  fome  efience 
%t  the  fupplies  (he  had  fent  the  Huguenots,  as  if  it  was  contrary 
to  the  treaties  between  them ;  but  when  it  appeared  that  htt 
xnajefty  had  provided  efftjElually  a^ainfl:  any  attempt$  they  were 
able  to  make,  they  were  glad  to  defift,  and  even  to  make  greater 
profeffions  o^  friendihip  than  before,  which  difpofed  the  queen 
io  fend  over  the  earl  of  Worcefter  to  the  cbriftening  ^  of  the 
French  kbg*s  daughter.  ^ 

This  proved  unlucky  for  the  Huguepots,  who  haymg  fitted 
out  abundance  of  rovers  from  Rochelle,  they  ftopt  and  vifited 
yeiTels  of  all  nations  approaching  the  French  coaft ;  amongft 
|he  reft,  tbey  feized  a  bark  with  part  of  the  earl  of  Worceftcr's 
baggage,  which  they  took,  and  killed  three  or  four  peopled 
This  being  reported  to  the  queen,  flie  iflued  her  orders  by  the 
l6rd  high'  admiral,  to  fcour  the  narrow  fcas,  who  appointed 
William  Holftock,  Efq;  comptroller  of  the  navy,  with  three 
light  frigates,  and  three  hundred  and  fixty  men  on  board,  to 
perform'  this  fcrvice,  which  he  did  with  fuch  induftry  and 
cScO^f  that  between  the  (^orthforeland  and  Falmouth,  he  took 
tweqty  privateers  of  feven4  nations,  with  nine  hundred  men  on 
^oard  them,  and  lent  them  as  they  yf^c  taken  to  Sandwich, 

«  Camdeni  annales,  vol.  ii.  p.  %zot  221.  Ferretas  b^O*  de  Bf^na^  p.  i;.  $ 
xv!.  Sir  Richard  Hawkttt't  obfervacions,  p.  %%.  <>  A.  D.  1^76^  *  Slov:» 
F*  ^7i  674*    Camden,  vol.  ii.  p.  170,  275.    P.  Danxc),  come  viii.  p.  750. 

Dovcr^ 
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39overi  Newport,  and  Portfmouth.  He  likewife  re-took^  and 
fet  at  liberty,  fifteen  merchant*men,  by  them  made  pme,  and 
all  this  within  fo  (hort  a  time  as  fix  weeks,  returning  into  Portf- 
Hiouth  in  the  middle  of  the'  month  of  March.  Among  thefe 
prifoners  were  three  perfons  who  were  known  and  proved  to  be 
of  the  crew  of  that  veflTel  which  had  plundered  the  earl  of 
Worcefter's  baggage,  and  therefore  they  were  immediately  tried 
and  hanged  as  pirates,  but  the  reft  were  ranfomed  ^ .  A  few 
years  after,  the  nation  found  itfelf  under  the  like  difficulties^ 
though  from  another  quarter. 

The  provinces  of  Zealand  and  Holland  had  now  delivered 
themTelves  from  the  Spaniih  bondage,  and  .were  growing  con* 
fideraUe  in  the  world  by  their  maritime  power.  This,  however» 
had  a  bad  effed  on  the  difpolition  of  the  common  people,  who 
became  infufferably  infolent  to  all  theit  neighbours,  and  parti** 
culariy  to  us  who  had  been  their  principal  benefaflors.  Their 
|)retence  for  this  was,  our  correfponding  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Dunkirk,  who  were  their  enemies.  At  firft,  therefore,  they 
tooic  only  fuch  (hips  as  were  bound  to  that  port  (  but  by  degrees 
they  went  farther,  and  committed  fuch  notorious  piracies,  that 
the  queen  wa$  again  forced  to  fend  the  comptroller  of  the  navy, 
Mr.  Holftock,  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  fea,  who  quickly  drove 
the  Dutch  frigates  into  their  harbours,  and  fent  two  hundred  of 
their  feamen  to  prifoti.  The  queen,  not  fatisiSed  with  this  pu«i 
niihment  fent  Sir  William  Winter,  and  Robert  Beale,  Efq;  to 
demand  refticution  of  the  goods  taken  from  her  fubje£ts,  which, 
however,  tl>ey  did  not  obtain;  and  on  this  account  the  Dutch 
hdoTs  here  fufiered  feverely  K 

But  as  for  fuch  refugees  of  all  nations,  as  fled  hither  for  the 
fake  of  religion,  fbe  not  only  received  them  kindly,  but  granted 
them  various  privileges,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  ftay,  and  fix 
here  the  manufaflures  in  which  they  had  laboured  in  their  own 
countries.  This  policy  fuccceded  fo  well,  that  Colcheftcr,  Nor-  ' 
wich^  Yarmouth;  Canterbury,  and  many  other  places  were 
filled  with  thofe  induftrious  foreigners,  who  taught  us,  to  weave 

f  Holingfhed,  vol.  il  p.  1x57.   Strype*s  aonals,  vol.  ii.  p.  171,  172.   Thuan. 
lih.  It.  §  viiU  S  Stowe,  p.  58i,    HoKngftied,  vol.  ii.  p.  iitfz.     Camdeni 

annates,  vol.  ii.  p.  303,  304.    Oiimftone*!  hi(lory  of  the  Netherlands,  b.  x.  p, 

variety 
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variety  of  filk  and  vorfled  ftufis,  whik  many  «lfo  frpm  G«r« 
many  were  fent  into  the  xJx>ttK  where  tbcy  employed  themfelvcs 
in  mining,  making  falt^petre,  fot^gUig  siU  forts  of  feoob  m^dc  of 
iron,  which  were  arts  abfolutdy  unknown  to  us  before  tbeir 
arrival,  and  which,  for  ages  to  come,  might  have  continued  £b^ 
but  for  the  wifdom  and'  public  fpirit  of  the  queen  and  her  oiini* 
fiers.  The  French  and  Spaniards^  who  were  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  we  gained,  and  the  lofies  they  fuSeredi  by  the  re- 
tiring of  their  artificers  into  this  ifland,  bad  recourfe  to  ievere 
laws  in  order  to  prevent  it,  which  were  fo  far  from  anfwering 
the  end,  that  they  drove  people  over  fafter  than  they  came  be- 
fore ;  fo  that  we  may  truly  fay,  our  extenfive  trade  was  a  Uef- 
ilng  beftowed  by  God,  for  the  countenance  we  afforded  in  tkofe 
their  difmal  days  of  didrefs,  to  the  afflifted  Froteftants  in  France 
and  Flanders  b. 

The  growth  of  this  kingdom's  power  and  commerce  being  fo 
confpicuous,  left  King  Philip  of  Spain,  the  moft  penetrating 
prince  of  his  time,  no  room  to  doubtj  that  his  proje^  for  af- 
fuming  the  fupreme  dominion  of  Europe,  or  at  leaft  the  abfolute 
direction  of  it,  would  be  rendered  intircly  abortive,  unleis  fomc 
method  could  be  contrived  for  ruining  England  at  once.  While 
he  meditated  this  defign,  and  took  various  fteps  towards  it,  he 
found  himfelf  daily  more  and  more  irritated,  by  the  pains  the 
queen  took  to  fruftrate  his  fchemcs,  and  to  diminiih  the  pow^ 
which  had  been  derived  to  him  from  his  father  the  Emperor 
Charles  V*  J  We  have  (hewn  how,  during  the  adminiftnition 
of  the  duke  of  Alva  in  the  Netherlands,  differences  bad  arifen 
between  the  court  of  England  and  the  king  of  Spain's  fubje^ls 
there,  and  how,  after  much  warmth  fhcwn  on  borh  fides,  thefc 
matters  were  in  fome  meafure  accommodated  in  1573-  That 
accommodation  was  fo  far  from  being  the  efieds  of  any  cordial 
difpofition  in  either  of  tbefe  powers,  that  it  was  a  mere  a£t  of 
policy  on  both  fides,  neither  having  as  yet  brought  thofc  things 

h  Mczfray,  Stnda,  Camden,  Strypc,  Stowe,  HolingRifd,  S;>eed,  and,  in 
general,  all  the  writers  of  thnfe  time;,  parcicu!Ar!y»  fucb  as  hav«  made  rhe  pro- 
grcfs  of  the  Reformation  the  fnbjrA  of  their  writings;  though,  after  all,  the 
piint  has  never  been  fo  thoroughly  and  particuUily  difcuiied  as  It  defervcs* 
•  CamJcD,  Strype,  Rapin. 
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fo  far  to  bear,  as  were  requifice  for  accotnplifliing  their  rcfpec- 
tivc  defigns  *. 

The  catholic  king  had  three  points  m  view,  not  for  diftrelHng 
only,  but  for  deftroying  Queen  Elifabeth,  and  utterly  fubvcrting 
the  EngtiSi  ftate  K  The  firft  of  thefe  was,  uniting  againft  her^ 
under  colour  of  religion,  moft  of  the  princes  and  ftates  abroad, 
vhicfa,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  Pope,  joined  to  his  own  exten- 
five  influence,  he,  in  a  good  meafure,  effefted,  carrying,  (as  we 
Ihall  hereafter  fee)  his  diftafte  fo  far,  as  to  praftifc  even  with  the 
little  republics  in  Germany,  to  difturb  our  commerce,  and  to 
affront  our  government.  His  fecond  point  was,  perplexing  tht 
queen  at  home,  by  coxmtenancing  the  Popifh  faAion,  and  by 
'  maintaining,  at  a  vaft  expcncc,  fuch  fugitives  as  fled  from 
bence  ■",  in  which  he  was  likewife  for  fome  time  fuccefsful,  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom  being  broken,  its  ftrength  enervated,  the 
government,  nay,  the  queen's  life,  often  in  danger  by  ihofc 
Teftlels  fpirits,  who  were  as  afliduoos  in  the  blackeft  caufe  as  if 
their  induftry  had  been  prompted  by  the  moft  honourable  mo- 
tives. The  laft  thing  King  Philip  had  at  heart  was  the  provi- 
ding, tis  fecretly  as  might  be,  fuch  a  force  as,  with  the  afliftance 
of  his  other  fchemes,  might  enable  him  to  make  hirofelf  entire- 
ly mafter  of  England  at  once ;  to  which  end  he  with  great  di- 
ligence fought  to  incrcafe  his  maritime  power,  and  upon  the 
pretence  of  his  wars  in  the  Netherlands,  to  keep  under  the 
command  of  the  prince  of  Parma,  one  of  the  ableft  generals 
That  or  perhaps  any  age  ever  produced,  fuch  an  army  in  conftant 
readhiefs  there,  as  might  be  fufiicient  to  atchieve  this  conqueft, 
ivhen  he  fliould  have  a  fleet  ftrong  enough  to  protecfl  them  in 
their  parage.  In  the  profecution  of  thcfe  deep-laid  projects, 
Philip  met  with  many  favourable  circumftances,  which  might, 
and  very  probably  did,  ftrongly  flatter  his  hopes,  particulariy 
the  death  of  the  queen  of  Scots  that  deeply  ftained  the  cha- 
raftcr  of  jilifabcth  in  foreign  courts,  and  his  own  acquifirion  of 

k  Hugo  GrotiQs  In  MA.  Mg,  ■  The  reader  may  find  «  more  co;  ioufi 

detail  of  the  polttical  motivet  to  the  iovafion  in  i  $8S»  in  Sctypc's  annai.c,  yal, 
iii.  p.  ii%,  ""  There  are  in  the  collcAiooa  pnbli(hed  by  Stf;  p?,  H-yr.es, 

and  MurdlHt  lifts  of  the  names  of  peribnr  of  qMulity  and  others,  Cu  vAhom  ihe 
kiifj  of  Spain  ^  dinned  pen  Tioas  on  that  account,  Tee  p.  24*,  %4).  in  lic  l.<tLer, 
IDi.  BIrchc'i  men)./irs  ot  the  reioa  of  Elifabe.!),  vuL  i.  p.  i-^i. 

the 
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the  kiogc]()in  of  Portugal,  by  which  he  gained  a  vaft  aeccffiaii 
of  naval  ftrength  °. 

Queen  Elifabeth  and  her  miniders  were  too  pehetratuig,  and 
had  tQo  quick  as  well  as  certain  intelligencei  to  be  at  all  in /he 
dark  as  to  the  purpofe  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  their  prudence 
was  fuch,  that  by  every  method  poilible  they  worked  to  difap- 
point  him,  without  difdofing  their  apprehenfions  to  the  world. 
With  this  intent  they  laboured  to  convince  foreign  ftates,  that 
King  Philip  was  a  common  enemy,  and  that  he  aimed  alike  at 
fubduing  all  his  neighbours,  which  being  a  thing  ftri£lly  true, 
and  at  the  fame  time  nearly  concerning  themfelves,  had  undoubt- 
edly a  proper  weight®.  In  the  next  place,  pains  were  taken  to 
cultivate  a  clofer  correfpondeuce  with  his  difcontented  fubjefls  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  to  furnifh  them  with  money,  and  iecrctly 
with  other  aids,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  give  fome  check 
to  his  power  both  by  fea  and  land.  Our  own  privateers  were 
allowed  to  pafs  into  the  Weft  Indies,  where  they  carried  on  an 
illicit  trade,  not  more  to  their  own  profit  than  the  public  benefit; 
for  by  this  means  they  gained  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
ports,  rivers,  and  fortreiTes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  with  the  nature 
of  the  commerce  tranfa£ted  there,  the  method  of  iharing  it  by 
fair  meansy  or  of  deftroying  it  by  force  p.  Thus,  notwithftand* 
ing  their  immenfe  wealth  and  extenOve  dominions,  the  Englifh 
Vfcrc  in  fome  meafure  a  match  for  the  Spaniards  in  all  places, 
and  at  all  points. 

But  ftill,  the  great  fecret,  by  which  the  queen  defeated  all 
King  Philip's  political  inventions,  feems  to  have  been  fcarce 
known  to  moA  of  the  writers  who  have  undertaken  to  acquaint 
us  with  the  tranfa£tions  of  her  reign.  It  was  in  reality  this :  (he 
difcovered  the  principal  inftruments  he  intended  to  make  ufe  of 
for  her  deftruftion  i  but,  inftead  of  expofing  or  deftroying  them, 
fhe  contrived  fo  to  manage  them  by  her  creatures,  as  to  make 
them  aftually  fulfil  her  purpofcs,  though  they  remained  all  the 
time  tools  and  penfioners  to  Spain.  Thus  ihe  caufed  the  ambaf* 
iador  Mendoza,  whofe  arts  might  have  beenotherwife  dangerous 

»  Camden,  Stowc,  Speed,  Strypc,  Bentivoglia,  p.  xu  lib.  4.  Grimllooe's 
hid.  of  the  Netherlands,  lib,  xiit.  M.  Faria  y  Sowft,  lib.  v.  cap.  j.  •  Strjrpe'i 
■nr.als,  vol.  lit.  p.  414.  a«  alfo  (iKl  letters  in  the  cabala  at  relate  to  the  jan 
rjS:  Mid  1588.  9  S  o«/t,  Holi-glhcd,  Speed,  Hakluf r, ^drchas. 
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Kaci  he  remained  here,  to  be  fb  wrought  on  as  to  fbvfeic  his 
charaAer,  by  fuborning  perfons  to  murder  Secretary  Cecil,  and 
to  fpread  libels  in  the  night  through  the  ftreetSi  refle^ng  on 
herfelf  ^.  The  SpaniOi  emifiaries  employed  to  fcduce  her  people, 
in  ^der  to  form  a  ftrong  party  on  any  invaiion,  (he  took  care  to 
engage  in  plots  againfther  perfon,  whereby  they  became  fpeedily 
obnoxious  to  a  legal  conviAion,  and  fo  were  brought  to  an  ig- 
nomjnioiis  death,  equally  terrible  and  (hameful  to  the  Popifh 
fafUon;  This  appears  clearly  from  the  cafe  of  Parry  and  other 
confpirators,  with  whom  her  fecrietaries  played  till  their  treafons 
Were  ripe,  and  then  feized  and  convicted  them ;  and  thus  at  laft, 
after  all  the  pains  the  king  had  taken,  (he  efcaped  an  invafion 
by  procuring  fuch  notions  to  be  infufed  into  the  prince  of  Parma's 
head,,  as  inclined  him  rather  to  feek  his  own  than  his  mafler's 
advantage,  by  which  fhe  reaped  a  double  benefit,  that  prince 
being  foon  after  poifoned,  and  fb  his  particular  fchemes  were 
lilfiewife  cut  (hort  ■'.  But  it  is  time  to  return  to  our  more  imme- 
diate fubjeft,  the  pains  and  precautions  taken  by  the  queen  and 
her  ininifters  to  put  the  nation  into  fuch  a  date  of  defence,  both 
by  land  and  fea,  as  might  give  the  people  courage,  and  flrike 
the  enemy  with  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  danger ;  the  rather,  becaufe 
thefe  fa£h  feem  hitherto  not  to  have  been  extremely  well  under* 
ftood. 

The  quecn^s  apprehenfions  of  the  Spaniards  Jefigns  were  cer- 
tainly conceived  much  earlier  than  moft  of  our  hiftorians  imagine, 
as  appears  from  the  ftate-papers  in  her  reign,  among  which,  from 
the  year  1 574,  we  meet  with  nothing  more  frequent  than  inftruc- 
tions  for  viewing  fortifications,  examining  the  condition  of  our 
forts,  inquiring  into  the  ftrength  and  podure  of  our  militia, 
caking  frequent  mufters,  and,  in  fine,  forming  from  all  thefc 

4  Camden,  S/owe,  Speed,  ind  more  particularly  in  the  life  of  Lord  Burleigh, 
written  by  one  of  his  fcrrvancs,  and  publiihed  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Peck  in  the 
firft  volume  of  his  D.-fiderata  curiofa.  Bifhop  Carleton*c  remembrancef ,  chap.  vii. 
p.  73.  Serype^s  annali,  vol.  iii.  book  i.  chap.  14.  The  qoeen's  declaration  upoa 
fending  him  away  i»  in  the  appendix,  N^  ziiv.  p.  43.  Mendoza  if  (aid  to  have 
fell  into  extreme  difgrace  after  hit  return  to  Spain,  living  retired  like  an  hermit, 
a'landoned  by  all  the  world.  Dr.  Birch*s  memoirs  of  the  reign  of  Queen  £lili* 
b:rh,  vol.  li.  p.  xi8. 

«■  Carleton's  remembrances,  c>.ap.  viii.  p.  90.  Stove's  annals,  p.  745.  "Ho^ 
lin^fhed.  Speed,  Cimftoue's  h:(lo>y  of  the  Netherlands,  lib.  xiii,  p^  foio,  io5i. 

Vol.  I.  "^  y  inquiriea 
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inquiries  a  brief  ftate  of  the  military  and  naval  power  of  her  do- 
minions, of  «i^hich  I  have  feen  many  in  ancient  MSS.  amongft 
them  one  in  1575)  whereby  ic  appears,  that  the  able  men 
throughout  England  were  computed  to  be  182,929,  by  which 
were  intended  ferriceaUe  men ;  and  of  fuch  as  were  armed,  and 
in  a  continual  capacity  of  aOing,  there  were  62,462 1  and  of 
light-horfe  '2,566.  I  have  likewife  an  account  of  the  royal  navy 
in  1578,  by  which  it  appears,  that  it  conGfted  of  no  more  than 
twenty-four  fhips  of  all  fizes*.  The  largeft  was  called  the 
Triumph,  of  the  burden  of  a  thoufand  tons  $  the  fmalleft  was 
the  George,  which  was  under  fixty  tons.  At  the  fame  time  all 
the  ihips  throughout  England,  of  an  hundred  tons  and  upwards, 
were  but  one  hundred  thirty-five,  and  all  under  an  hundred, 
and  upwards  of  forty  tons,  were  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fiau 

It  is,  therefore,  Angularly  ftrange  to  find  a  late  writer,  who 
ought  certainly  to  be  as  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the 
navy  as  any  man,  give  us  the  following  lift  <  under  fo  amazing  a 
title  as. 

What   our  NAVY  wis   in   1573. 

^  59  of  the  line  of  battle,  as 
tliey  might  be  reckoned 
\     in  thofe  days. 
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Though  nothing  is  eaCer  than  to  difcem  at  firft  fight,  that 
this  account  is  abfurd  and  improbable,  yet  another  writer  has 
copied  it  ittiplicitly,  and  no  doubt,  by  degrees,  it  would  gain 
credit,  though  I  dare  fay  there  is  an  error  of  an  hundred  years 
at  leaft  in  the  title  of  this  ftate  of  the  navy.  That  it  is  abiblutely 
falfe,  may  appear  from  hence,  that,  in  an  eftimate  in  the  office 
erf  ordnancei  the  guns  on  board  the  queen's  ihips  in  1578  are 
computed  to  be  five  hundred  and  four",  whefeas,  according  to 
the  foregoing  ftate,  they  muft  have  been  five  years  before;,  as 

•  E  codicc  antlq.  MS.  pencf  Sam.  Knigbt>  S.  T.  P.  ^  Mr.  Batcher  in  hit 

jjwface  to  bis  naval  hiaoiy.    See  a(fo  L»iiard'i  lUTai  hiflory,  vol.  i.  p.  U- 
^  £  Godlce  antiq,  ante  ciut« 

wc 
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No. 

Of 

,^ 

ICO, 

I 

From 

— 

80  to  60, 

9 

From 

— 

58  to  40, 

49 

From 

— 

38  to  20, 

58 

From 

— 

18  to    6, 

29 
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ire  feei  no  Ids  than  five  thoufand  ninety-nine^  vrhicb»  if  we 
compare  with  the  number  of  cannon  in  the  Spaniih  arm^day 
being  but  two  thoufand  iix  hundred  and  thirty,  as  appears  by  a 
lift  printed  by  authority  of  the  Spanifli  court,  we  fhall  have  a 
proper  idea  of  the  accuracy  of  this  compuution,  which  I  have 
been  forced  to  treat  in  this  manner,  to  prevent  fo  ftrange  a  faft 
from  being  longer  unpoled  even  on  the  moft  inattentive  penifer*^* 
As  I  jSnd  authority  has  fo  great  weight  with  (bme  people,  that 
they  will  not  be  brought  to  believe  that  the  naval  ftrength  of 
England  was  fo  inconCderable  at  this  time,  I  have  thought  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  infcrt  verbatim  the  lift  before-mentioned  in  this  edi- 
tion, and  to  add  fome  remarks,  which  wiUj  I  think,  put  the 
matter  beyond  all  difpute. 

The  Names  of  her  Majbstt's  Ships,  with  the  Number  of 
Men  and  Furniture  requifite  for  the  fetting  forth  pf  the  fame» 
ji.  D.  1578, 


I.  Triumph. 

|.  Men  780,  whereof 

Mariners,        -        -  450 

Gunners,        -         ''  S^ 

Soldiers,        ^         r  aoo 

2*  Furniture : 

Harquebus,    ^        •  250 

Bows,          -          -  50 

Arrows,  (heaves  of^  «-  100 

Pikes,         -             -  aoo 

Corflets,        m        «  100 

Mariners,    *        ^  200 

3,  Burden,        -        -     1000 

IL  Elisabeth. 
1.  Men  600,  whereof 

Mariners,       -        -  300 

Gunners,        -        -  50 

JBoldiers,        -        -  aoo 


2.  Furniture : 

Harquebus,    «  #>.     200 

Bows,          -  •        £o 
Arrows,  (heaves  of,   -    100 

Pikes,        -  -        280 

Bills,        -  -         170 

Mariners,      «  .-       2op 

3*  Burden,        -  •      pop 

III.  White  Bear. 

2lil«n,  Furniture,  and  Burden^ 

as  the  laft. 

IV.   VlCTORT^ 

1.  Men  500,  whereof 
Mariners,       -        -      330 
Gunners,        •        *       40 
Soldiers,        •>        ?       160 

2.  Furniture : 


^  Strype's  aonals,  vol.  iii.  p.  x»i.  In  the  appendix.    - 

Yy  21  Harquebuii 
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Harquebus,    -        -      200 

Pikes,        -          -           po 

Bows,           -          r        4® 

Bills,        -          -           ^oo 

Arrows,  flieavcs  of,    -     80 

Corflcts,        -        r         SO 

Cprflcts,        -        -        80 

Mariners,         -      «       100 

Mariners,         7         -     I0o 

3.  Burden,        -        -       600 

'3.  Burden,         7        -       803 

*^                                              • 

IX.  Philip  andMART. 

V.   pR  I  MHO  SB. 

Men,  Furniture,  and  Burden^ 

Men,  Furniture,  and  Burden, 

as  tUc  laft. 

as  the  laft. 

X.  Ltoh. 

VI.  Ma:ry  Rose. 

I.  Men  290,  whereof 

X.  Men  350,  whereof 

Mariners,        -        -     150 

Mariners,       -         -       200 

Gunners,      -        -        30 

Gunners,         -        -       50 

*    Soldier's,       -        «        iiq 

Soldiers,        •        -       120 

2.  Furniture   and   Borden  as 

J.  Furniture: 

thctwolsrf^ 

Harquebus,       -      -      125 

Bows,         -          -          30 

XI.  DREApNOtJQBT. 

Arrows,  (beaves  of,     -    60 

I.  Men  250,  whereof 

Pikes,         -          -         100 

Mariners,       -  .       •       140 

Bills,        «            •120 

Gunners,-       -       -       20 

Corflets,         r        •!         50 

Soldiers,        .        •         89 

Mariners,        -         •     t6o 

2.  Furniture : 

^.Burden,        -        -       600 

Harquebus,       -        -       80 

Bows,          -           .         25 

VII.  Hopf. 

Arrows,  iheayes  of,     -    50 
Pikes^         .  .      -       -     50 

I^en^  Furniture,  and  ^urd«n, 

Bills,          -           .          60 

as  the  laft. 

Corflets,        -        .        40 

Mariners,        '-         -       80 

Vm.    BONAVENTURE. 

3.  Burden,         -         -       400 

1.  Men  300,  whereof 
Mariners,  -  -  160 
Gunners,  •  .  -  30 
Soldiersj,         7         -  no 

2.  Furniture : 
Harquebus,      •      -  no 
Bows,          -          -  JO 
Arrows,  (heaves  of,     -  60 


XIL  Sw  IF  TURK. 

Men,  Furniture,  and  Burden, 
as- the  laft. 

Xin.  Swallow^ 
I.  Men  20a,  whereof 
Mariners,        -        -     120 
GunncTJ, 
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Gunners,        -        -       jo 

xvm.  BuLi., 

Soldicrt,        -        -        (So 

I.  Men  120,  whereof 

*i.  Furniture: 

Mariners,        - 

IP 

Harquebus,         -      r      75 

Guns,        T         * 

ID 

Bows,          .          .          25 

Soldiers, 

40 

Arrows,  flieaTes  of,    -    50 

2.  Furniture: 

BtUs,         .          .          60 

Harquebus^ 

35 

Corflet$,        -•       -    *    30 

Bows,        •* 

'5 

Mariners        •        -        70 

Arrows,  fheayes  of. 

30 

3.  Burden,        -        *      359 

Pikes, 

y> 

Bills, 

40 

XIV.  Antelope. 

Corflets,        -        * 

20 

llJcn,  Furniture,  and  Burden, 

Mariners, 

49 

as  the  laft. 

3,  Burden,        -        . 

160 

XV.  Jenket.  XIX.  Ttger. 

^n,  Furniture,  and  Burdeii|    ^cn,  Furniture,  and  Burden, 
as  the  two  laft.  ^  ^the  }ai|. 


XVL  Foresight. 

XX.  Faulcon. 

Men  and  Furniture  as  the  threp 

|.  Men  80,  whereof 

laft. 

Mariners,        -        •      (>• 

Burden,*     -      -        - 

399. 

Guns,         -         -           10 
Soldiers,         .        -.20 

XVII.  Aid, 

2.  Furniture : 

I.  Men  1 60,  whereof 

Harquebus,        -      -      24 

Mariners,        -        - 

po 

Bows,        -          -           10 

Guns, 

20 

Arrows,  iheaves  of,         20 

Soldiers, 

50 

Pikes,         -         -          20 

2.  Furniture : 

Bills,          .          •          30 

Harquebus,        •      - 

SO 

Corflets,        -        -        12 

Bows, 

20 

Mariners,        -        •      24 

Arrows,  fhcavcs  of,    - 

40 

3.  Burden, 

Pikes,        .        .     - 

40 

Bills, 

50 

XXI.  AlBATES. 

Corflets, 

20 

I.  Men  ,60,  whereof 

Mariners, 

50 

Mariners,        -        -      30 

3.  Burden, 

240 

Gunners,        •        -  .    lo 
Soldiers, 
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Soldiers^ 

10 

XXIV.  GfiORCf. 

%,  Fumiturc  e 

I.  Men  50,  whereof 

Harquebuaj 

16 

Mariners,        .        .       40 

Sows, 

10 

Guns,          .         -         10 

Arrows,  iheaves  pf,    • 

20 

Soldiers,  none. 

Pikes,         *          ^ 

t?o 

2.  Furniture: 

Bills,        .        ,        * 

30 

Harquebus,!       -        «    12 

Corflcts,     ,    - 

12 

Bbws,           -          -         10 

Mariners, 

24 

Arrows,  fheayes  of,    -     20 

}•  Burden, 

80 

Pike§,  -  •  1 5 
Bills,        ..            .         20 

XXII-  Handmaid. 

Mariners,        *        ^      30 

Men,  Furniture,  and  Burden, 

as  the  laft. 

The  fum  of  all  other,  as  well 
merchant  (hips  as  others  in 

XXllI.  Bark  of  Bullen, 

'   all  places  of  England,  of  1 00 

I.  Men  50,  whereof 

tons  and  upwards,    •     13^ 

Marinei:s, 

3^ 

The  fum  of  all  barks  and  fliips 

Gunners, 

10 

of  40  tons  and  upwards,  to 

Soldiers,  none. 

100  tons,        -        -656 

a.  Furniture: 

There  are  befides,  by  eftinaa- 

Harquebus, 

IZ 

tion,    roo    fail    of  hojres. 

Bows, 

10 

Alfo  of  fmall    barks  and 

Arrows,  flicaves  of,    - 

20 

fifliermen  an  infinite  nuni«. 

Pikes,       '. 

^5 

ber .    So  as  the  number  -  -  - 

Bills, 

20 

through  the  realm  cannot  be 

Mariners, 

30 

lefs  than  600,  befides  Lon* 

3.  Burden, 

60 

don. 

There  cannot  be  fuller  evidence  erpefted  for  the  authenti- 
city of  this  lift,  than  the  vifibi?  conformity  betwefen  it  and  all 
the  lifts  of  the  queen's  ftiips  of  war,  publifhed  in  the  relations 
by  authority  during  that  reign,  and  by  Sir  William  Monfon  in 
his  naval  memoirs,  with  one  of  which,  containing  the  ftate  of 
the  navy  at  the  queen's  demife,  the  reader  will  find  an  op[X>r- 
tunity  of  comparing  it  hereafter.  On  the  other  hand,  that 
there  could  be  no  fuch  fleet  at  the  time  the  before-mentioned 
abftra£l  is  dated,  will  ftill  farther  appear  from  the  following 
f  onGderations :  That  the  building  and  maintaining  it  was  utterly 

inconfiflent 
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Incotilifttot  with  the  ftate  of  the  public  revenue  at  that  time^ 
'JibsX  there  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  any  fuch  force  in  any  of 
the  hiftories  of  thofe  times.  That  all  the  liAs  of  (hips  pub^ 
liihed  by  authority  dire^y  contradiA  it )  fo  that  unleis  we  can 
believe  the  wifeft  and  moft  active  men  in  that  age  were  totally 
ignorant  of  what  it  moft  imported  them  to  know,  we  muft 
conclude  that  this  abftraA  certainly  belongs  to  another  period^ 
or  that  it  is  a  downright  chimera  j  but  the  former  appears  to  me 
infinitely  more  probable  than  the  latten 

It  muft  give  every  candid  and  attentive  reader  a  very  high 
idea  of  the  wifdom  and  fortitude  of  Queen  Elifabeth,  and  her 
minifterS)  when  he  is  told,  that  during  the  whole  time  Spain 
was  providing  fo  fiKmidable  an  invafion,  they  were  afliduoufly 
employed  in  cherifhing  the  commerce  and  naval  power  of  Eng* 
land)  without  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  at  all  intimidated,  either 
by  the  enemy's  boafts,  or  by  the  intelligence  they  had  of  their 
great  ftrength,  and  vaft  preparations  '.  To  diftrefs  King  Philip 
in  bringing  home  his  treafures  from  the  Weft  Indies,  many  ad^ 
venturers  were  licenfed  to  cruize  in  thofe  feas,  and  the  queen 
herfelf  lent  fome  (hips  for  this  purpofe^  To  delay  the  inva- 
(ion  as  much  as  poITible,  or  if  it  had  been  pra£licable  to  defeat 
it,  the  queen  fent  a  ftout  fleet  under  Sir  Francis  Drake,  in 
15871  to  Cadiz,  where  that  admiral  performed  rather  more 
than  could  be  expeded;  (or  he  forced  (ix  gallics  which  were 
defigned  to  have  guarded  the  port,  to  (helter  themfelves  under 
the  cannon  of  their  caftles,  and  then  burnt  a  hundred  (hips  and 
upwards  in  the  bay,  all  of  which  were  laden  with  ammunition 
and  provifions.  From  thence  he  failed  to  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
where  he  furprized  fome  forts,  and  entirely  dedroyed  the  fifli- 
ing  craft  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tayo,  and  undcrftanding  that 
the  Marquis  de  Santa  Cruz  lay  hard  by  with  a  fquadron  of 
good  (hips,  he  challenged  him  to  come  out  and  fight ;  but  the 
Marquis,  who  was  one  of  the  beft  fcaxr.en  In  Spain,  adheriug 

*  Stewe,  Speed,  Bohnn,  Lord  Bacon's  cbara^er  of  Qr^ecn  EliCibeihv 
y  Sir  Williim  Monfou*i  n«vil  traA*,  p.  1^9,  173.  Sir  FrAncU  Dnk;  revived, 
London  i6j},  quarto,  p.  a.  Piiocc**  woiihies  of  Devon,  p.  ijj.  Hakiujt, 
Purcbai,  Camden.  Lord  Surlcigh'a  d'arjr  of  tb'^  rei^n,  h\  Murdin's  coUc^lwiA 
of  ftate  pApers,  p.  ^Sx,  783. 

cloicly 
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clofcly  to  his  maftcrt  orders,  chofs  mther  to  let  Drake  buHi 
and  deflroy  every  thing  on  the  coaft,  than  hazard  an  engage- 
ment; Sir  Francis  having  ddnc  this,  ftecrcd  for  the  Azorcsi 
where  he  took  a  large  fhip  homeward  bound  from  the  Eaft 
Indies,  which  added  as  much  to  his  profit,  as  his  former  gio-^ 
rions  exploits  had  done  to  his  l-eputation,  and  fo  returned  home 
in  triumph  ■•  This  expedition  delayed  the  Spaniards  for  bsne^ 
months ;  but  in  the  fpring  of  the  next  year,  this  enormous 
fleet  being  almoft  ready,  King  Philip  gave  orders  that  it  (hould 
rendeevous  at  Lifbon,  in  order  to  pafs  from  thence  to  £ng^ 
land. 

His  Catholic  Majefl-y  prefumed  To  much  on  the  force  of  this 
extraordinary  fleet,  fuperior  certainly  to  any  thing  that  had 
been  fitted  out  for  ages  before,  that  indead  of  concealing  its 
ftrcngth,  he  caufed  a  very  accurate  account  of  it  to  be  publifliA 
ed  in  Latin,  and  moft  of  the  languages  fpoken  in  Europe,  ex^ 
cept  Englith  ■•  This  piece  was  dated  May  20th,  1588,  and 
according  co  it,  the  moft  happy  Armada  (for  fo  it  was  ftyled 
therein)  confided  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  (hips,  making  in 
all  fifty-feven  thoufand,  eight  hundred  fixtj-eight  ton ;  on  board 
of  which  there  were  nineteen  thoufand,  two  hundred  ninety^* 
five  foldlers,  eight  thoufand  four  hundred  fifty  mariners,  two 
thoufand  eighty*eight  flaves,  with  two  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  fiefides,  there  was  a  large  fleet 
of  tenders,  with  a  prodigious  quantity  of  arms  on  board,  in^^ 
tended  for  fuch  as  fliould  join  them.  There  were  alfo  on 
board  this  fleet,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  volunteers  of 
.  quality,  and  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  monks  of  feveral 
orders. 

The  command  of  the  whole  was  originally  dcGgncd  to  have 
been  veiled  in  the  above-mentioned  marquis  de  Santa  Cruz,  a 
nobleman  of  known  valour  and  great  experience,  of  which  he 

*  Stowc,  p.  SoB.  Sir  William  Monfon**  ntval  craQs,  p.  170.  M.  'tar- 
qnet  hiftoire  d'Efpigoe^  liv.  xxxi^i.  p.  1x3,  1x4.  LnM  Bnrleigli*t  joumtl  of 
the  reign  of  Elifabeth,  in  Marclin*»  coIleAioo  of  ftate  papers,  p.  ^65.  *  The 

title  in  Spaniih  raos  thus  x  *'  La  felicenima  Armada  que  el  Reyr  Felipe  Dcuftro 
**  Senior  matido  Junlareo  et  puerto  de  la  Civedad  dc  l.i(l>>&  en  cl  Reyno  de 
'*  Portugal:  en  anno  dc  mille  quioientos  y  occnta  y  ocha.  iiecha  per  Pedro  Je 
«  PasSalas." 

hnd 
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had  given  high  proofs  in  the  famous  battle  of  Lepanto ;  but  he 
dying,  the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  Don  Alphonfo  de  Gufmap^ 
was  appointed  in  his  fteadj  rather  on  account  of  his  fuperior 
quaUty  than  his  diftinguifhed  merit,  under  whom  ferved  Don 
Martinez  de  Ricalde,  m  old  experienced  fiifcaneerj  who  had  the 
dire£Uon  of  all  things,  and  hy  whofe  advice  the  general  was  en- 
tirely led.  Thcfe  great  officers  repaired  to  Lifbon  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  month  of  May,  suid,  in  a  few  days  after,  their  Qavy 
was  in  a  condition  to  fail  ^.  But  it  is  now  tiqae  tp  return  to  tl^e 
difpoiitions  made  in  England  for  warding  <^  to  dsingcrous  a 
blow* 

In  the  firft  place,  the  queen  took  care  to  give  proper  infor- 
mation to  all  foreign  ftates  of  the  nature  and  intent  of  this  prQ- 
je£tof  the  king  of  Spain,  pointing  out  to  them  not  herowQ* 
but  their  danger,  in  caie  that  monarch  ihould  prevail  i  which 
method  being  as  prudently  carried  into  pra&ice,  as  it  was  wife* 
ly  contrived^  the  king  of  Denmark,  at  the  requeft  of  her  anw 
bafiador,  laid  an  embargo  on  a  very  ftrong  fquadron  of  (hipa 
hired  for  the  ufe  of  King  Philip  in  his  dominions  ^.  The  Hanfe- 
'towns,  determined  enemies  at  that  time  to  England,  retarded, 
however,  the  fliips  they  were  to  .have  fent  to  Spain,  which, 
though  a  very  feafonaUe  ad  of  pi:udence  then,  proved  fatal  to 
them  afterwards.  King  James  YI.  of  Scotland,  buried  all  his 
refentments  for  bis  mother's  death,  and  fteadily  adhered  to  his 
own,  by  following  the  queen's  interefts.  The  Fcench  were  too 
wife  to  afford  the  Spaniards  any  help,  and  the  Dutch  fitted  out 
a  confiderable  navy  for  the  fervice  of  the  queen,  under  the  com* 
4nand  of  Coont  Juftin  of  Nafiau<i. 

^  Stow%f,  94$*  <r&n'en*  vol,  ii.  p*  571.  Speed,  p.  {58.  Fcrforas  hiftoria  de 
Efpaitf,  P*  >5-  S  XTi.  M.  FaiU  j  Soufa,  lib.  t.  cap.  vii.  Dupieix,  tome  i?.  p. 
173.    BemivogUo,  p.  ii.  lib.  tv.  c  Cdm6tn,  ^o\,  ii.  p.  5S6.      Scrvpe*s  an- 

naliyTol.  iii.  p.  514,      Stowe,  *  Camdan,  vol.  il  p.  566.      See  an  origU 

•al  Icrter  from  that  prince  to  tkc  quccn,  dated  Ediaburgb,  Auguft  tbe  4th,  I5SS^ 
loll  of  tbe  warmcft  eiprciftooa  of  friendOup,  refpedl  and  efteem,  oiTcring  to  marclt 
at  tbe  b«ad  of  all  the  farce*  of  hit  kingdom,  to  her  affiftaoce,  againft  cbe  eoemiea 
of  ber  cotiairjr,  in  Rymer*i  foedera,  tome  ivi.  p.  18.  It  ii  alfo  to  be  met  wiib  in 
Dr.  Bircb'i  memoiis  of  that  pnnceft,voI.  i.  p.  55.  Mcseray,  tpme  v.  p.  310.  F, 
Daniel,  tooie  it.  p.  a97,    Lf  Clerc  biftoire  dci  provincti  anicSy  Xfiout  i.  p.  ^40^ 

V01-.  I.  Z  z  The 
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The  Engltlh  fleet  was  commanded  by  Chades  Lord  Howard 
pf  Effingham,  then  bigh*admiral,  who  had  under  him  for  his 
vici^admiral  Sir  Francis  Drake ;  for  his  rear-admiral  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  abundanpe  of  experienced  officers,  who  had  fig* 
nalized  their  courage  and  conduA  :  their  orders  were  to  lie  on 
the  weft  cpaft,  that  they  might  be  ready  (o  receiYe  the  eaemj. 
Lord  Hepry  ISeymour,  in  conjunAion  with  Count  Naflau, 
pruized  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  tl^e  better  to  prevent  the 
prince  pf  Parma  froip  making  any  defcent,  as  it  was  ezpe&ed  he 
would  attempt  to  dp  with  the  army  under  his  command. 

In  regard  to  a  lapd-fom,  the  queen  had  tliree  armies  $  the 
firft  cohiiftod  of  twenty  thouiand  men,  cantoned  along  the 
fouth-coaft ;  another  of  two  and  twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  a 
thouiand  horfe,  which  w^  encamped  near  Tilbury,  under  the 
pmmand  of  the  earl  of  Leicefter ;  the  third,  which  was  made 
up  of  thirty-four  thoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufan^  horie,  all 
chofen  men,  was  for  the  guard  of  the  queen's  perfon,  their 
commander  beipg  the  Lord  Hunfdon,  a  brave,  a£live>  and  re* 
folute  nobleman,  the  queen's  near  relation^. 

The  Spanifh  fleet  failed  from  the  river  of  L]flx)n,  on  the  firft 
of  June,  N.  S.  with  as  great  pomp,  apd  as  fanguine  hopes  as 
any  fleet  ever  did.  The  king^s  inftru£lions  to  the  duke  of  Me^ 
dina  Sidonia  were,  to  repair  to  the  road  of  Calais,  in  order  to 
be  joined  there  by  the  prince  of  Parma,  and  then  to  parfoe 
fuch  further  orders  as  he  fhould  find  ip  a  fealed  letter  delivere4 
to  the  general  with  his  inftruAions.  It  was  further  recom* 
mended  to  him  to  keep  as  clofeas  poffible  to  the  French  ihore, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  Engli/h  from  having  a^iy  intelligence  of 
his  approach,  and  in  cafe  he  met  our  fleet,  he  was  to  avoid 
lighting,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  and  to  endeavour  only  to 
defend  himfclf.  But  in  doubling  the  North-cape,  the  fleet  was 
fcparated  by  fpul  weather,  which  pbliged  the  general  to  fail  t^ 
the  Groyne,  where  be  re-afl!emb]ed  his  (hips,  and  had  intelli- 
gence that  the  Engliflx  fleet,  believing  their  expedition  laid  afide^ 
was  put  into  Plymouth. 

e  Stove,  p.  744.      Speed,  p.  859,      Camdeii,  vol.  ii.  p.  56^      fieattvosUo,  p. 
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tTpon  this  he  held  a  council  of  war^  to  confider  whether 
^hey  fliould  adhere  ftri^tly  to  the  king's  order^  or  embrace  this 
favourable  opportunity  of  burning  the  Englifh  fleet  in  their  har- 
bour. After  a  long  debate^  wherein  many  were  of  a  contrary 
opinion^  it  was  refolved  to  attempt  the  Englifh  fleets  and  this 
chiefly  at  the  inftigation  of  Don  Diego  Flores  de  Valdes,  ad- 
sniral  of  the  Andalufian  fquadron.  The  pretence  indeed  was 
irery  plaufihle)  and^  but  for  an  unfbrdteen  accident^  they  had 
cenainly  carried  their  point.  The  firft  land  they  fell  in  with, 
^as  the  Lizard)  which  they  mtftook  for  the  Ram's-head  near 
IJPlymouth)  and  being  towards  night  flood  ofi*  to  fea  till  the  next 
tnoming.  In  this  fpato  of  time  they,  were  ddfcried  by  a  Scots 
pirate^  one  Captain  Flemmg,  who  bore  away  Immediately  for 
Plymouth^  and  gave  the  lord  admiral  notice*  which  proved  the 
utter  ruin  oi  their  defigni  as  well  as  the  fole  caufe  of  the  prc« 
fervation  of  the  Englifli  fleet/'. 

The  feafon  was  ib  far  advanced^  and  the  Englifli  had  fo  lit- 
tle intelligence  of  the  Spaniards  departure,  that  their  fleet  was 
not  only  returned  into  port^  but  feveral  of  their  fliips  alfo  were 
already  laid  up»  and  their  feamen  difcharged*  The  admiral* 
however^  failed  on  the  firft  notice^  and  though  the  wind  blew 
'  hard  into  J^lymouth-found,  got  out  to  fea*  but  not  without 
great  difficulty^.  The  next  day*  being  the  20th  of  July,  they 
iaw  the  Spanifli  navy  drawn  up  in  a  half-moon*  failing  flowly 
through  the  channel*  its  wings  being  near  feven  miles  afunder. 
The  admiral  fuffered  them  to  pais  by  quietly*  that  having  the 
advantage  of  the  wind*  he  might  the  better  attack  them  in  the 
rear*  which  he  performed  with  equal  courage  and  fuccefs*  and 
though  Don  Martinez  de  Ricalde*  did  all  that  it  was  pofiible 
for  a  brave  officer  to  do*  yet  they  Were  put  into  the  utmoft  dif- 
order*  and  many  of  them  received  confiderable  damage.  More 
had  been  done*  but  that  a  great  part  of  the  Englifli  fleet  lay  a( 
too  great  a  diftance*  fo  that  the  admiral  was  forced  to  wait  for 
them. 

•A  Stowe»  p.  74^.    Sir  WUtum  Mobfoo'i  navil  tra^s,  p.  I7».    Speed,  p. 
^iio.  c  Candcn,  vol.  U.  p.  571.    Phoenix  Britannicus,  quarto,  1731*  p« 

S4<*    Sirype,  vol.  lii.     Mcterea^  liv.  xv.  fbl.  30a.    Grotil  hUtor.  Belg.  Jib.  U 
p.  118. 
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The  niglit  fblloivihg  a  Dutch  gunner,  who  had  been  ill  treat- 
ed by  feme  Spanifh  officers,  fet  fire  to  the  fhip  on  board  which 
Was  their  treailrre ;  nor  was  it  withbtit  great  difficulty  that  the 
flames  were  extinguifhed.  The  greateft  part  of  the  money  was 
put  on  board  a  galleon  commanded  by  Don  Pedro  de  Valdez, 
which  foon  after  fprung  her  foremaft,  and  being  thus  difkUed, 
and  the  night  ^ery  dark,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Sh^  Francis 
Brake,  who  fent  her  captain  to  Dartmouth,  and  left  the  money 
eta  board  to  be  phindered  by  his  men  f.  The  next  day  was  fpent 
by  the  Spanifh  general  in  difpofing  his  fleet,  iiSuing  orders  to 
his  officers,  and  difpatching  an  ad?ice-boat  to  haften  the  duke 
of  Parma,  by  giving  him  aki  account  of  the  great  lofs  he  had 
already  fuffi;redj  and  the  extreme  danger  he  was  in.  On  the 
twenty-third  they  fought  again,  with  variety  of  foceefi^  which^ 
however,  demonftrated  to  the  Spaniards,  that  the  mighty  bulk 
of  their  (hips  was  a  difadvantage  to  them,  their  fliot  flying  Ofver 
the  heads  of  the  Englifh,  while  every  bullet  of  theirs  took 
J)Iace. 

On  the  twelity-fourth  the  Englifli  were  able  to  do  little  for 
want  of  ammunition  ;  but  a  fuppiy  arriving  in  the  evening,  the 
admiral  made  all  neceflary  difpofitions  for  attacking  the  Spani- 
ards in  the  midft  of  the  night,  dividing  his  fleet  into  four  fijoa- 
drons,  the  firft  commanded  by  himfelf,  the  fccond  by  Sir  Prands 
Drake,  the  third  by  Admiral  Hawkins,  aind  the  fourth  by  Qtp* 
tain  Martin  ForbiQier,  but  a  dead  calm  prevented  the  execotkm 
of  this  defign.  On  the  twenty-fifth  one  of  the  Spanilh  fliips 
was  taken,  and  on  the  twenty-fixth  the  admiral  r^olved  to 
make  no  further  attempts  upon  them,  till  they  (hould  enter  the 
ftrcights  of  Dover,  where  he  knew  Lord  Henry  Seymour  and 
Sir  William  Winter  waited  for  them  with  a  frefli  fquadron.  He 
alfo  took  thh  opportunity  of  knighting  Lord  Thomas  Howard, 
Lord  Sheffield,  Roger  Townfend,  Admiral  Hawkins,  and  Cap- 
tain Forbiflicr,  for  their  gallant^ehaviour  throughout  the  en* 
gagement  K 

f  Sto«e*i  aoaaU,  ao^  Sir  WilUam  Monfim*!  n«val  tnds.  GrimCtoBe^f  kiftorf 
of  the  Netbttlandt*  book  xni.  p.  ioo>.     BrntiTOglto,  p.  xL  lib.  it.  8  Gun* 

.den,  vol.  li.  p.  575.    StoMve,  p.  744.    Speed,  p.  96t,    Rcidantis,  I.  viu*  p.  its* 
Memotr»  of  the  i^rl  of  Moomoutb,  p.  51* 
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Thtf  wind  farouring  the  Spanifli  fleet,  they  continued  their 
courfe  up  the  channel,  with  the  Englifli  ihips  clofe  in  their  rear. 
The  ftrength  of  the  Spaniards  had  not  onljr  alarmed,  but  excit« 
ed  the  courage  of  the  whole  nation,  inibmuch  that  every  maa 
of  quality  and  fortune  was  ambitious  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  by 
appearing,  upon  this  occafion,  againft  the  common  enemy.  With 
this  public*fpirited  view,  the  earls  of  Oxford,  Northumberland 
and  Cumberland,  Sir  Thomas  Cecil,  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Sir  WzU 
ter  Raleigh,  Sir  Thomas  Vavaibr,  and  many  others,  fitted  out 
(hips  at  their  own  expence,  and  went,  moft  of  them  in  per- 
fon,  to  attend  tbe  admiral.  Men  of  lower  rank  (hewed  their 
2cal  and  loyalty,  by  fending  ammunition  and  provifions ;  and  ib 
unanimous  were  all  men  againft  thcfe  foreigners,  that  even  the 
Papi(t8,  whom  the  Spaniards  expend  to  have  found  in  arms* 
were  glad  to  wipe  away  the  afper(ions  which  had  been  thrown 
ispon  them,  by  fierving  as  common  foldiers. 

When,  therefore,  the  Spani(h  fleet  anchored  on  the  twenty* 
ieventh  of  July  before  Calais,  the  £ngli(h  admiral  had  with  him 
near  a  hundred  and  forty  (hips,  which  enabled  him  to  gall  the 
enemy  extremely.  But  perceiving  on  tbe  twenty-eighth,  that 
the  Spaniards  had  fo  difpofed  their  larger  (hips,  that  it  would  be 
a  very  difficult  matter  to  put  them  again  into  diforder,  he  refol- 
ded to  pradife  an  expedient  long  before  in  contemplation,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  (hould  have  come  up  the  river  Thames,  which  was 
converting  fome  of  thdr  worft  vcttels  into  iire-(hips.  This  mc- 
diod  he  accordingly  purfued,  filling  eight  large  barks  with  all 
forts  of  combuftible  matter,  and  fending  them  under  the  com-> 
mand  of  the  Captains  Toung  and  Prowfe,  about  midnight,  in<- 
to  %he  thickeft  part  of  the  Spani(h  fleet,  where  they  fpecdiiy 
began  to  blaze,  and,  as  the  admiral  had  forefeen,  obliged  the 
navy  to  feparate,  and  each  fhip  by  fleering  a  feparate  courfe  to 
(cek  its  own  fafcty. 

The  next  day  a  large  galeafs  ran  afliore  on  the  fands  of  Ci^ 
lais,  where  ftie  was  plundered  by  the  Englifh.  Defirous,  how- 
ever, of  attempting  fomewhat,  the  Spaniards  again  rcndezvoufed 
tiear  Graveling,  where  they  waited  fome  time,  in  hopes  the 
prince  of  Parma  would  have  come  out ;  but  in  this  they  were  dif* 
appointed,  whether  through  the  want  of  power  or  of  will  ia 
that  great  general^  is  uncertain.     At  laft,  finding  themfcUes 
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hard  prefled  by  the  Englifh  fleet,  which  continued  to  makS  i 
terrible  fire  upon  them,  they  made  a  bold  attempt^  to  have  re^ 
treated  through  the  ftreights  of  Dover  |  but  the  wind  coming 
about  with  hard  gales  at  north-weft^  drove  them  on  the  coaft 
of  Zealand,  but  foon  after  veering  to  the  fouth^wcft,  they 
tacked  and  got  out  of  danger.  The  duke  de  Medina  Sidoniai 
took  this  opportunity  of  calling  a  council  of  warj  wherein^  after 
mature  i^eUberation,  it  was  rcfolved,  that  there  were  now  no 
hopes  left  of  fucceeding,  and  therefore  the  moft  prudetit  thing 
they  could  do  was  to  drop  their  defign,  and  to  fave  as  many 
ibips  as  poffible  \ 

This  reiblution  being  ohcie  fited^  was  immediately  carried 
into  execution,  and  the  whole  Spanifli  navy  made  all  the  fafl 
chey  could  for  their  own  coaft,  going  north-about^  which  ex- 
pofed  them  to  a  variety  of  unforefeen  dangers.  The  Englifli 
admiral  very  prudently  fcnt  Lord  Henry  Seymotir  trith  a  ftrong 
fquadron  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Zealand^  to  prevent  any 
danger  from  their  joining  with  the  prinee  of  Parma,  and  after- 
wards left  them  to  purfue  their  courfe.  When  the  Spanifh  fleet 
arrived  on  the  Scots  coaft,  and  found  that  care  was  every  where 
taken  they  (hould  meet  with  no  fupply,  they  threw  their  hories 
and  mules  overboard,  and  fuch  of  them  as  had  a  proper  ftorc 
of  water,  bore  away  direAly  for  the  bay  of  Bifcay  with  the 
duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  making  in  all  about  twenty-five  ihips. 
The  reft,  about  forty  fail,  under  the  command  of  the  vice- 
admiral,  ftood  over  for  the  coaft  bf  Ireland,  intending  to  have 
watered  at  Cape  Clear.  On  the  fecond  of  September,  however^ 
a  tempeft  aroTe,  and  drove  moft  of  them  aftiore,  {o  that  up- 
wards of  thirty  fhips,  and  many  thoufand  men,  periOied  on  the 
Irifh  coaft. 

Some  likewife  were  forced  a  fecond  time  into  the  Englifti  chan* 
nel,  where  they  were  taken,  ibme  by  the  Englifti,  and  Come  by 
the  Rochellers.  Several  very  large  Veflels  were  loft  amobg  the 
weftem  ifles,  and  upon  the  coaft  of  Argylefhire^  Out  of  tbefc 
about  five  hundred  perfons  were  faved,  who  came  into  Edinburgh 
in  a  manner  naked,  and,  out  of  mere  charity,  were  clothed  bf 

l>  Camden,  Stowe,  MoDfon,  Srrype,  Speedy  p.  8tfi.  Difconrib  eoocernin^  the 
Spanilh  Reet  invading  England  an  cbc  ye»r  1588,  &c*  originally  wricteain  ItUiaxif 
by  Pctruccio  Vbaidinoef  Fhottacc^  hooAw,  I6^9»  t^Mrta^  p;  15. 

the 


OF    QjJEEK    ELISABETH.  3&f 

the  Inhabitants  of  that  city,  who  alfo  attemped  to  fend  them 
home  to  Spain :  but,  as  if  misfortunes  were  always  to  attend 
them,  they  were  forced  in  their  paflage  upon  the  coaft  of  Nor- 
folk, and  obliged  to  'put  into  Tarmoutb,  where  they  ftayed  till 
^dvice  was  given  to  the  <}ueen  and  council,  who  confidering  the 
miferies  they  bad  already  felt,  and  not  willing  to  appear  lefe 
pompafConate  th;in  the  Scots,  fuffered  them  to  continue  theit 
yojrage*. 

Thus,  in  the  fliort  fpace  of  a  month,  this  mighty  fleet,  which 
had  been  no  lefs  than  three  years  preparing,  was  deftroyed  and 
brought  to  nothing.  Of  one  hundred  and  thirty  (hips  there  re- 
turned but  fifty-three  or  four,  and  of  the  people  embarked  there 
perilhed  twenty  thoufand  men  at  leaft.  We  may  heft  form  an 
idea  of  their  lofs,  from  the  precaution  taken  by  King  Philip  to 
hide  it,  which  was,  publifhing  a  proclamation  to  prohibit  mourn* 
ing.  As  to  the  courage  and  conftancy  he  exprefled  upon  this 
occafign,  I  (hould  be  Iptf^  to  contradi£l  many  great  authorities ; 
yet  this  is  certain,  that  the  Lord-treafurer  Burleigh  received  in- 
telligence of  another  kind,  via.  <*  That  the  king  fhould  fay  after 
^<  ma{$,  that  he  would  fpend  the  wealth  of  Spain,  to  one  of 
<<  thofe  candlefticks  upon  the  alter,  rather  than  not  revenge 
«<  himfelf  upon  the  Englifh ''.''  His  future  condudi  agreed  fo 
cxackly  with  this  threatening,  that  we  may  well  conclude,  if  he 
did  not  fay,  he  thought  fo,  and  was  therefore  far  from  being  Co 
unmoved  at  this  difafler  as  is  .commonly  reported*  What  might 
in  fome  meafqre  juftify  ]ii$  refentment,  was  the  falling  out  of  this 
xnifchief  through  the  breach  of  his  orders,  which  is  well  remark- 
ed by  a  writer  of  our  own )  fqr,  if  the  king's  infbudions  had 
been  purfued.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  Queen  Elifabeth's 
government  had  run  the  utmoft  hazard  of  being  overturned. 

The  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  efcaped  puniihment  through  the 
intereft  of  his  wife  ;  but  as  for  Don  Diego  Florcs  de  Valdcz, 
whofe  perfuafions  induced  the  general  to  take  that  raih  ftep,  he 
liras  arrefled  as  foon  as  he  fet  foot  on  (hore,  and  conducted  to 

I  Scowe*s  annuls,  p.  749.  StrypcV  tnnals,  toI.  iii.  p.  »itf.  in  the  appcnd^r. 
Meteren,  IW.  sv.  fol.  305,  309.  Bentivoglio,  p.  11.  lib.  iv.  Certain  >id?crtife- 
tncncs  o«t  of  Irelaod  concerning  the  loflei  and  diftreflea  which  happened  to  the 
Bpaoifli  navy»  Lr»ndon,  isSS,  quarto.  Lord  Burleigh's  jparnal  of  the  reign  of 
EUfiibeth  in  Miicdio*a  coUeOion  of  ftat^papers,  p.  788.  k  Sirypc's  annals, 

vol  lit.  p.  595.    OiiDdciii  aonal.  vol.  ii.  p.  580.    Speed,  p.  $6%. 
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the  caftle  of  St.  Andero,  after  which  he  was  netet  heard  of 
more.     The  fame  writer^  from  whom  we  have  this  particttlaxy 
remarks  alfo  an  error  in  the  conduct  of  the  Epglifh^  viz.  that 
they  did  not  attack  the  Sp^ifh  fleet  after  it  arrived  before 
Graveling^  which  however^  he  aflures  usj  was  not  through  an^ 
fault  in  the  admiral^  but  was  occasioned  through  the  negjiigence 
of  fome  under  .officers,  who  had  the  dire&ion  of  the  military 
fiores,  and  had  been  too  fparing  of  powder  and  ammunition  ; 
x)therwife  he  tells  us,  it  was  thought  the  duke  dc  Medina  Sido- 
nia,  at  the  perfuafion  of  his  confciTor,  would  have  yielded  bodi 
himfelf  and  his  ihips,  which,  it  feems,  were  in  that  particular 
not  at  all  better  provided.     This  would  have  been  a  conqueft 
indeed,  a  conqueft  equally  glorious  and  important,  the  Ic^  of 
which  ought  to  teach  pofterity  not  to  be  too  hafty  in  ccnfuring 
great  officers,  or  too  rcmifs  in  punifhing  little  ones.   In  the  pre* 
fent  cafe,  this  mifchance  feems  to  have  been  covered  by  the  many 
favours  beftowed  by  Providence,   and  the  offenders  to  have 
efcaped  through  that  general  joy  which  their  deliverance  finoxn 
fo  great  an  evil  diSufed  through  the  whole  nation  K 

It  feems  to  be  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  thofe  brave  men, 
who  on  this  occafion  atchieved  fuch  great  things,  to  give  no  ac- 
count of  the  force  of  the  Engliih  fleet,  which,  however,  I  find 
not  in  any  of  our  general  hiftorians;  a  deficiency  which  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  fupply,  by  adding  a  lift  colle£ied  at  that  time,  and 
which,  for  any  thing  I  know,  has  not  hitherto  been  ptihliftied  °'. 

A  LIST  of  the  English  Fleet  in  the  year  15-88. 

Men  of  war  belonging  to  her  Majefty,            -           -  17 

Other  (hips  hired  by  her  Majefty  for  this  fcrvicc,         -  12 

Tenders  and  ftore-ihips,           -         " .       -          •          -  6 
Furniftied  by  the  city  of  London,  being  double  the  num-'j 

ber  the  queen  demanded,  all  well  manned,  and  tho-  >  16 
roughly  provided  with  ammunition  and  provifton,  -   ^ 

Tenders  and  ftorcftiips,             -         .         -        -        -  ^ 

Carried  over    5J 

1  7."  Wuliam  Monfaii's  n^val  traAt«  p.  172.,  17}.  8t*we,  p.  748.  Camden, 
•^"'i.  M.     JVZ'.'tcrcn,  lib.  xv.  fol.  ;o8.     Bcntivoglio,  p.  xi.  lib.  iv.  p.    itj-^iiS. 

•*  tu.i?n.o::;udi'?j  to  m*-  by  the  Rcv-  D.  Ku'ip'',  r.inon  of  Cbrxft  chorcb.  Oxoa. 
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l^ufnifhed  by  the  city  of  Briftol^  large  and  ftrong  flxips*  7 

and  which  did  excellent  fervicc^        •        .        ^       5 
A  tender,  •  .-  *.  t,  *  i 

From  Barn(bple>  merchant  Ihips  converted  into  frigates^    «  3 
From  Exeter^  ^  *  .  »  «  ^ 

A.  ftout  pinnace^  «  ^  •  «•  *      I 

From  Plymouth^  ftout  (hip^  every  wayi  equal  to  the  7 

queen^s  men  of  war,     '  -  •         *         ^  5 

A  fly^^boat^  -  «-  »  -  to  I 

tinder  the  command  of  Lord  Henry  Seymouri  in  the*^ 

narrow  feas^  of  the  queen^a  fhipt  and  veflels  in  her  >      16 

fervice,  *  •  1.  *  J 


Ships  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of  the  nobility^  g^ntty, 

vui  commons  of  England^  *         •         * 

By  the  merchant^padventurers,  prime  ihips,  and  excel 


f  tae  mercnant^paaventurers,  prime  mips,  and  excel-  "^ 
icntly  weU  furniftcd,        -        •        .        -        •     5      ^^ 
Sir  William  Winter's  pinnace^  "        «       «i        «.        I 


In  all 
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Tbb  queen  having  intelligence  that  the  Spaniards,  which  wai 
an  evident  mark  of  refentment,  meditated  a  fecond  attempt  upoa 
her  dominions^  refolved  like  a  wife  princels  to  find  them  work  at 
home,  in  order  to  which,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 589,  (htf 
cxpreffed  her  royal  intention  of  aflifting  Don  Antonio  to  recover 
bis  kingdom  of  Portugal^*  The  expedition  was  undertake^ 
partly  at  the  queen's  charge,  and  partly  at  the  expence  of  pri<p 
vate  perfons.  Her  Majefty  furniihed  fix  men  of  war,  and  fixtf 
thoiifand  pounds :  Sir  Francis  Drake  and  Sir  John  Norris  werf 
joint  commanders,  who  with  their  friends  adventured  fifty  thou* 
fand  pounds :  the  reft  was  defrayed  by  London,  the  Cinque* 
ports,  Ipfwich,  Harwich,  Newcaftle,  ire.  and  the  whole  navy 
confifiedof  a  hundred  and  forty-fix  fiiil^:  to  which  al{b  the 
Dutchj  as  much  interefted  as  we,  joined  a  fmall  fquadron  '•. 


•  StowCi  p.  75A*    Ctmdetkt  tol.  lit.  p.  tfoe«  6pt.    M.  Farit  f  SonU,  Jib.  r. 
tzp.  ).        ^  StoWe,  Speed,  p.  tC^.    Strype»  tqU  iii.  p,  f  |8«  9  CuA4co« 

vol.  Hi.  p.  tfot.     Le  Clerc,  come  i.  llv.  iv.^ 
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The  firft  exploit  this  armament  performed  was  hnding  near 
Corunna,  commonly  called  the  Groyne*,  which  place  they 
attacked,  burnt  the  adjacent  country,  together  with  many  ma- 
gazines of  naval  ftores,  defeated  a  great  body  of  Spaniards,  and 
then  re-embarked  their  forces,  and  failed,  as  they  had  at  firft 
defigned,  for  the  river  of  Lifbon'*.  On  their  arrival  before  Pc- 
niche,  the  troops  wert  landed,  the  place  quickly  furrendered  to 
Don  Antonio,  and  from  thence  Sir  John  Norris  with  the  earl  of 
iWzXf  and  the  whole  army,  marched  immediately  by  land  to- 
wards Lilbon,  where  they  cxpcdled  to  have  met  the  fleet  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Francis  Drake ;  but  he,  finding  it  impollible 
to  proceed  up  the  river  with  fafety  to  her  Majcfty^s  (hips,  ftaid 
at  the  caftle  of  Cafcais,  which  place  he  took,  and  alfo  feized  fixty 
fail  of  {hips  belonging  to  the  Hanfe-towns,  laden  with  corn  and 
ammunition,  which,  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of 
cannon,  were  the  principal  fruits  of  this  voyage '.  It  was  indeed 
intended  to  have  goneto  the  Canaries ;  but  by  this  time  the  fol- 
diers  and  farlors  were  fo  weakened  with  ficknefi,  that  it  was 
thought  more  expedient  to  return.  In  their  pailage  home  they 
landed  at  Vigo,  took  and  plundered  it,  and,  having  made  fome 
addition  to  their  booty,  reached  England,  Sir  Francis  Drake  ar- 
riving at  Plymouth  on  the  twenty-firfl  of  June,  and  Sir  John 
Norris  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet  on  the  third  of  July,  after 
having  been  about  ten  weeks  abroad '• 

This  expedition  was  inexpreffibly  deftni£Kve  to  the  Spaniards, 
difappointed  all  their  defigns,  weakened  their  naval  force,  and 
fpread  a  mighty  terror  of  theEnglifli  arms  through  their  whole 
dominions.  But,  as  to  any  advantages  which  the  proprietors 
reaped,  they  were  but  very  inconfiderable^  and  the  generals  me: 
with  a  cold  reception  in  England ;  Sir  John  Norris  charged  Sir 
Francis  Drake  with  breach  of  his  promife,  and  Sir  Francis  ac- 
cufcd  him  of  expefting  from  a  fleet  ferviccs  that  were  impra^- 


4  Sir  WillUm  Monfon's  naval  tra£ls,  p.  174.    Birch's  memoirs  of  EUfabctl, 
vol.  i*  p.  58*  '  See  alt  the  Beford- cited  authors^  wh6  write  copioiiQr  of  tlm 

afTair,  and  yet  memoir-writers  afcribe  this  mifcarriage  to  the  Tariaiice  berwcea 
our  generals.  See  alfo  Sir  Francis  Drake's  letter  to  the  Lord  ueaiurcr  Barkigh, 
dated  the  ad  of  Jonc,  1589,  in  Stripe's  annals,  voL  iv.  p.  8,  •  Stowe'J 

annafs,  p.  757.  Speed,  Camden.  Birch's  memoirs,  vol.  >•  p»  tfo,  6t,  Fancra^s 
bift,  de  Efpant,  p.  xv.  J  16. 
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tMc  The  chief  grounds  of  their  milbarriage  were  in  thofe  days, 
when  men  could  beft  judge»  held  to  be  thefe  :  Firft,  they  were 
but  indifferently  manntd  and  vi£hialled,  of  which  misfortune 
they  were  very  fcnGblc  before  they  were  out  of  the  channeL 
Secondly,  their  landing  at  the  Groyne  was  contrary  to  their  in^ 
ftroflionS)  gave  the  men  an  opportunity  of  drinkii^  new  winesy 
and  ezpofed  them  to  a  great  and  unnecefHiry  lofs.  Thirdly,  the 
difagreement  of  the  generals,  before  Lifbon  defeated  the  remain  . 
ing  part  of  their  defign,  and  obliged  them  to  think  of  coming 
honie  fooner  than  they  intended,  or  was  necefTary ;  whereas,  if, 
in  purfuanceof  their  inftruAions,  they  had  failed  diredly  to  the 
coafts  of  Portugal,  and  landed  their  forces  there,  it  is  more  than 
probable  they  had  eSeAually  placed  Don  Antonio  upon  the 
throne  of  Porrugal,  which  would  have  given  a  deadly  ttroke  to 
the  power  of  Spain,  and  mufl  have  greatly  promoted  the  intc- 
r£&  and  extended  the  commerce  of  England*. 

The  difappointments  which  happened  in  this  voyage  did  not 
difcourage  either  the  queen  or  her  fubje£ts  from  purfuing  the 
war  by  fea,  and  endeavouring  as  much  as  podible  to  ruin  the 
maritime  force  of  Spain,  and  augment  their  own.  In  order  to 
this,  her  Majefty  fettled  a  part  of  her  revenue  for  the  ordinary* 
fupply  of  the  navy,  amounting  to  about  nine  thoufand  pounds 
a-year^  and  by  expreffing  a  very  high  efteem  for  fuch  young 
lords,  and  other  perfbns  of  diftin£lion,  as  bad  (hewn  an  inclinat 
tion  to  the  fea-fervice,  (he  encouraged  others  to  undertake  yet 
greater  things  **•  Amongft  thefe  the  earl  of  Cuhiberland  parti- 
cularly  diftinguiCbed  himfclf  by  fitting  out  a  flout  fquadron  in 
the  fumraer  of  the  year  i  cSp,  with  which  he  failed  to  the  Ter- 
cera  iflands,  where  he  did  theSpani^rds  incredible  mifchief,  and 
obtained  confiderable  advantages  for  himfclf  and  for  his  friends. 
The  ifland  of  Fayall  he  reduced,  took  the  city  and  raftle  there* 
on,  from  whence  he  carried  forty- five  pieces  of  cannon,  forced 
theiiland  of  Graciofa  to  a  compo6tion,  and  feized  feveral  rich 
ihfps,  amongft  the  reft  one,  the  cargo  of  which  was  valued  at 

<  sir  William  Monfon'i  mval  tra^J,  p.  174,  175.  Stowe't  innals,  p.  757.  10 
which  wc  find  that,  on  their  return,  the  foldrri  and  f^ilori  thought  of  making  them* 
fclvea  amends  for  their  difappointments  by  plundering  Bartholomew  fair,  *>  Cam  • 
df  n.     Sir  R.  Nauaton  in  his  Fragmenta  regalia.      Lord  Bacon  in  his  chara^Ur  9f 
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vpwardft  of  tn  huiidred  thouHiiKl  pouDdsj  which  in  hk  Mtum; 
hovrever»  was  loft  in  Mount^s-Bay  on  the  Coaft  of  Cornwall ''. 

In  1590  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Sir  Martin  Forbilher  were  at 
fea  with  two  fcjuadrons,  and  by  impeding  the  return  of  the  Spa- 
nifli  plate-fleets  from  America^  and'  other  ferfices,  kept  King 
Philip  entirely  employed  at  home,  though  his  thoughts  were 
fiill  hufy  in  contriving  aqtother  expedition  againft  England. 
Hie  fucceeding  year  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  fecond  fon  to  the 
duke  of  Norfotki  failed  with  a  fquadron  to  the  iflands,  in  hopes 
of  intercepting  the  Spanilh  fleet  from  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
^ow  was  forced  to  return  home.      In  this  he  had  probably  fucr 
ceeded,  If  his  force  had  been  greater ;  but  having  no  more  than 
feven  of  thp  queen's  fliips,  and  about  as  many  fitted  out  by  pi- 
rate adventurers,  he  very  narrowly  eicaped  being  totally  de? 
(troyed  by  the  Spaniards :  for  King  Philip,  knowing  the  diOnal 
confequci^ces  that  muft  have  followed,  in  caie  lus  plate^Qcet 
was  intercepted,  refolved  to  employ  that  force,  which  was  in- 
tended againft  England,  for  its  relief,  and  accordingly  (ent  Don 
Antonio  Baflan,  an  experienced  feaodan  and  an  excellent  officer^ 
l^ith  a  fleet  of  forty*  five  fail,  to  attack  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  who 
very  narrowly  efcaped  theo^.  His  viccrado^iral  Sir  Richard  Gren- 
Tille,  in  the  Revenge,  was  ta^cen  through  his  ovm  obftin^cy  ;  for, 
when  the  ^nemy  was  in  fight,  he  would  not  be  perfuaded  that 
it  was  the  armada,  but  infifted  that  it  was  the  American  fleet^ 
9ind  fo  wa$  furrounded.    He  fold  his  life  and  his  ft^ip,  which 
was  the  only  one  of  the  queen-s  taken  in  the  war,  deadly  ;  for  a 
man  of  war  called  the  AfcenGon,  of  Seville,  and  ^  double  fly-boat 
fvM  of  men,  funk  by  his  fide.    The  Revenge  wa^  fo  battered, 
that  fhe  could  not  be  carried  to  Spain,  but  foundered  at  iea  with 
two  hundred  Spaniards  on  board ;   and,  as  for  Sir  Richanl 
Grenville,  he  died  two  days  after  of  his  wounds.    The  next  day 
^fter  the  fight  the  plate-fleet  arrived,  which  ihews  the  uncer- 
tainty of  expeditions  of  this  kind||  for,  hz^d  it  come  but  one  day 
fooner,  or  had  the  armada  been  one  day  later,  the  Englifli  had 
poffefled  thcmfclvespf an  immcnfe  treafure.  The  Sjaniards,  how- 
ever,  gained  very  little  by  their  dear-bought  fuccefs  5  for,  in  their 
rpturn  hoime,  near  100  veflels  were  wrecked,  and  the  greateft  part 

^  tttklpyt'a  voyagf  $,  vol.  11.  p.  14^.    Pnrc'-as's  pi'gnms,  vol.  Xf,  p.  II4».    Sit 
"^;:?.^im  Monfon's  aaral  tr«€t«,  p.  176, 
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of  the  wealth  on  board  them  was  loft^  while  Lord  Thomas  How* 
ard  with  hit  little  fleet  ftSI  kept  the  feaj  and,|7y  picking  up  ftrag-» 
glers,  iaved  a  great  part  of  the  expences  of  bis  expedition  \ 

In  1 591  the  earl  of  Cumberland  made  another  expedition,  and 
in  1592  Sir  Martin  Forbi(her  and  Sir  John  Burroughs  infefted 
the  Spanifh  coaftf  and  did  much  mifchief.  In  1594  the  queen 
ient  a  fmall  fquadron  to  fea  under  the  command  of  Sir  Martin 
ForbiifaeTi  to  reduce  the  port  of  Breft  in  Bretagne,  which  tho 
king  of  Spain  had  taken,  by  the  ai&ftance  of  the  leaguers  in 
France,  from  King  Henry  IV.  A  place  that,  if  it  had  been  long 
Icept,  muft  have  been  very  troublefome  to  that  monarch,  and 
wQuld  have  given  the  Spaniards  great  advantages  againfl  us.  It 
was  ftrong  as  well  by  (ituation  as  by  the  art  and,  expence  em- 
ployed in  fortifying  it,  and  had  beCdes  a  numerous  garrifon  of 
Spanifli  troopSt  Sir  John  Norris,  with  a  fmall  Englilh  army, 
Ibrm^d  the  fiege  by  land  s  Sir  Martin  Forbiflier,  with  only  four 
men  of  war,  forced  an  entrance  into  the  harbour,  and  having 
thus  blocked  up  the  place  by  fea,  landed  his  Tailors,  and,  la 
ConjunAion  with  Sir  John  Norris,  ftoriped  the  fort,  which, 
though  gallantly  defended,  was  taken,  but  with  the  lofs  of 
abundance  of  brave  men,  and  amongft  them  may  be  reckoned 
Sir  Martin  himielf,  who  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  that 
fcrvice.  The  fame  year  Sir  Francis  Prake  and  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins failed  on  their  laft  expedition  into  the  Weft  Indies  7. 

The  Spaniards,  who  feldom  abandon  any  dcfign  they  once 
undertake,  were  all  this  time  employed  in  alTembling  and  equip* 
ping  another  fleet  fic»r  England,  and,  as  an  eameft  of  their  in- 
tentions, in  the  year  1595,  Don  I)iego  Brochero,  with  four 
gallies,  arrived  in  MountVbay  in  Cornwall,  and,  landing  with 
all  his  men,  burnt  three  little  places,  viz.  Moufe-hole,  Newlin, 
and  Penzance,  with  a  neighbouring  church,  but  without  killing 
or  taking  fo  much  as  a  Angle  man  '•  This,  however,  alarmed 
the  nation,  and  engaged  the  queen  to  undertake  an  invaiion  of 
the  Spanifl^  dominions,  to  prevent  any  fuch  future  viQts  to  her 

>  Camden,  vol.  !i.  p.  637,  638.  Sir  William  Monfon,  p.  17S,  i^p.  Carew't 
Airvey  of  Corowall,  fol.  6%,  Sir  Walter  Ra!dgh*s  true  report  10  Hakluyt,  vol. 
ii.  p,*  169.  LiDfchotten'i  Yoyagcf,  book  i«  chap.  99.  Sir  Richard  Hawkins's  oh- 
fervations,  p.  xo.  T  Camden,  vol.  iii.  Stowe,  p.  809.  Hakiayt,  vol.  iii.  Ful- 
ler's worthies  in  York(hire,  p.  233.  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  traAs,  *  Cam- 
4?n,  tvl.  iii.  p.  <^97*    Carew's  fiirvey  of  Cornwal!,  fol.  115. 
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own ;  in  order  to  which^  a  ftout  fleet  and  a  numerous  army  were 
provided  under  the  mod  experienced  officers  of  thofe  times. 

The  true  defign  of  this  expedition  was  to  deftroy  the  Spanifli 
fleet  in  the  port  of  Cadiz,  and  to  make  tbemfelves  mafters  of 
that  rich  city.  The  force  employed  was  very  great,  not  lefs  in 
all  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  fail,  of  which  one  hundred  twen- 
ty-fix were  men  of  war;  but  of  thcfc  only  feventeen  were  the 
.  queen^s  fhips,  the  reft  were  hired  from  traders,  and  fitted  for 
this  voyage.  On  board  this  mighty  fleet  were  embarked  upwards 
of  feven  thoufand  men  *•  The  joint  commanders  of  the  expedi- 
tion were  the  earl  of  EiTex  and  the  lord  high  admiral  (Howard), 
afiifted  by  a  council  of  war,  compofed  of  the  following  honou- 
rable perfons,  viz*  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
Sir  Francis  Vcre,  Sir  George  Carew,  and  Sir  Conyers  Cllflbrd. 
There  was  befides  a  Dutch  fquadron  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Van  Duvcnvoord,  confifting  of  twenty-four  fliips,  well 
manned  and  viduallcd.  This  navy  lay  for  fome  time  at  Ply- 
mouth, till  all  things  could  be  got  ready,  and  then,  on  the  firft 
of  June  1 596,  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Spain  with  a  fair  wind,  and 
the  good  wiflies  of  all  their  countrymen  *», 

In  their  paflage  they  were  divided  into  five  fquadrons ;  and, 
whereas  in  former  expeditions  great  incon  veniencies  had  happen- 
ed by  the  enemy's  having  early  intelligence,  in  this  they  wcrcfo 
happy  as  to  arrive  in  fight  of  Cadiz  on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame 
month,  before  they  were  either  looked  for,  or  fo  much  as  ap- 
prehended. They  found  the  town  indifferently  well  fortified, 
and  defended  by  a  ftrong  cafllc.  In  the  port  were  forty-nine 
Spanifii  fiiips,  amorigft  them  many  laden  with  treafure,  and 
nineteen  or  twenty  gallics.  It  was  refolved  the  fame  day  in 
a  council  of  war  to  have  landed  all  their  forces  at  St.  Seha- 
fiian's*,  but,  when  they  came  to  attempt  it,  that  was  found  im- 
prafticable.  After  this,  fome  time  was  loft  before  their  coming 
to  another  rcfolution,  which  was  owing  to  the  joint  command; 
for  the  earl  of  Effex,  who  was  young  and  warm,  afie£led  to 
di£tate,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  admiral,  who  had  as  much 

•  Stowc,  p.  771.  Speed,  p.  S6S.  Sie  WiUiam  Monfon^s  account  of  the  wars 
vith  Spain  in-«he  reign  of  Queen  Ellfabeth,  p.  x8,  Vere'f  commentaries,  p.  i4. 
*  Camden,  vol.  iii.  p.  710,  7x1.  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  tracts,  p.  iB4« 
Hakluytj  vol.  i.  p.  607.  Meteren,  liy.  xviii.  fol.  390.  Bentivogiio,  p.  itj.  liv.  Hi. 
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courage^  and  a  greal  deal  more  experience^  could  not  brook 
being  treated  in  fuch  a  manner. 

At  laft  it  was  determined  to  attack  the  (hips  in  the  haven,  be« 
fore  any  attempt  was  made  upon  the  town ;  whereupon  a  new 
difficulty  arofe,  which  was,  who  ihould  command  this  attack^ 
firft  demanded  by  the  earl  of  EiTex,  then  given  to  Sir  Walter 
Kaleigh,  laftly  challenged  and  enjoyed  by  the  vice-admiral  lord 
Thomas  Howard.  In  the  execution  of  it  fome  errors  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Englifh  through  the  too  great  heat  and  emulation 
of  their  commanders,  but  others  much  more  grofs  and  fatal  by 
the  Spaniards,  who,  when  they  found  themfelves  compelled  to 
fly,  did  it  without  any  of  thofe  precautions  whereby  they  might 
have  provided  for  their  fafety ;  for,  inftead  of  running  their  {hip8 
afhore  under  the  town,  whct^  they  would  have  been  covered  by 
their  own  artillery,  and  where  at  leaft  their  men  might  have 
gone  afhore  in  fafety,  they  ran  them  up  the  bay  as  far  from  the 
enemy  as  poi&ble,  by  which  means  part  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh,  and  the  reft  were  burnt  ^. 

In  the  mean  time  the  earl  of  Eflex  landed  his  men  quietly, 
the  enemy  deferting  a  ftrong  fort,  from  which  they  might  have 
done  him  much  mifchief ;  three  regiments  alfo  were  fent  to  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  caufeway  which  unites  the  ifland  to  the 
main.  This  they  performed  with  very  fmall  lofs,  but  afterwards 
quitted  it  again,  which  gave  the  gallics  an  opportunity  of  efca- 
ping ;  another  overfigbt,  for  which  no  account  can  be  given. 
The  lord  admiral,  heating  the  earl  was  landed,  landed  alfo  with 
the  remainder  of  the  forces,  doubting  much  whether  his  lord* 
ihip  could  have  kept  the  place ;  and,  while  the  two  generals 
were  employed  in  reducing  the  city.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  fent 
to  feize  the  fhips  in  the  harbour  of  Port-real,  to  prevent  which 
the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  caufird  them  to  be  fet  on  fire  and 
burnt,  whereby  twenty  millions  were  buried  in  the  fea<*- 

<:  See  the  relation  at  the  end  of  tbe  fird  volume  of  H4klnyt*s  voyages,  faid  to 
be  vritien  by  a  pcrlbn  who  wis  in  tbe  expedition,  at  alfo  «  briter  copy  of  the 
fame  relation  in  Stowe*s  annalt,  p.  771.  See  likcwife  Sir  'William  Monfoo'i  ac- 
count and  obfervadoni  on  this  voyage  in  bis  tra£t5,  p.  184.  Ferrera's  hid.  de 
Efptna,  p.  XV.  §  16,    Mayerue.    Turquet  bitt.  d*£fpagoe,  liv.  xxxyi.  p.  aSi. 

d  Camden,  vol.  iii.  p.  7*5.  Stowe,  p.  7?4.  Speed,  p.  673.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
lagh\  rdacina  of  (he  ft^on  at  Cadix,  in  bis  genuine  remains  pub!i(bcd  by  hf» 
grandfon,  p.  %$,     Vci/icooimeorarics,  p.  41. 

The 
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The  city  and  its  forts  they  pofiefied  for  a  fortnight^  and  tlie 
carl  of  EfTex  was  very  defirous  of  being  left  there  with  a  gar- 
rifoa^  however  fcnall  i  which  was»  notwithfianding,  0Tcr*niled 
by  the  council  of  war,  and  then  it  was  agreed  to  (ail  to  Faroj 
in  the  kingdom  of  Algarve»  where  they  found  the  place  dcfort^ 
ed  by  its  inhabitantSi  and  void  of  any  thing  that  could  be  made 
plunder.  To  repair  this  diCippointmentt  the  tarl  of  Eilex  was 
for  fiuling  to  the  AsEores,  and  there  waiting  for  the  Eaft  India 
ftjps  (  but  in  this,  too,  he  was  over'4iiled,  becaufe  there  was  t 
great  complaint  of  the  want  of  provifion  and  ammunition  on 
board  their  fleets  In  their  return  they  looked  into  the  port^ 
of  the  Groyne,  St.  Andefo,  and  St.  Sebailian's,  where  they 
expe£icd  to  find  (bips,  but  met  with  none ;  and  after  this,  no* 
thing  remarkable  happened  till  their  arrival  in  England,  which 
was  on  the  eighth  of  Auguft  the  iame  year»  They  brought 
with  them  two  galleons,  one  hundred  brafs  guns,  and  an  im» 
flienfe  booty,  the  dcfire  of  keeping  which  is  conceived  to  have 
hindered  them  from  perfofming  more*  But  with  refpe£l  to  the 
damage  done  the  Spaniards,  it  is  not  eafy  to  form  any  oom* 
putation»  However,  this  we  know,  that  they  burnt  eleven  men 
of  war,  forty  (hips  from  the  Indies,  four  large  merchant-men^ 
and  many  magazines  of  ammunition  and  provifion  (  ib  that 
notwithftanding  the  people  might  murmur  here  at  home  about 
the  mifcarriage  of  this  voyage,  as  from  the  writings  in  thofe 
times  it  manifeftly  appears  they  did,  yet  taking  all  things  toge* 
ther,  it  anfwered  very  well,  and  difirefTed  the  enemy  exceil 
fively  •. 

In  the  ipring  of  the  year  1597,  the  king  of  Spain  fitted  out 
a  frefh  armada  fit>m  li&on,  compofed  not  only  of  bh  own 
fliips  and  gallics,  but  alfo  of  all  that  he  could  take  up  and  hist 
in  Italy,  or  elfcwhere.    On  board  of  thefe  he  emhaxked  a  great 

<  Compare  Sir  William  M^nfon't  remarki  with  the  apoiogr  of  die  carl  o(  EC* 
fez,  at  alfo  with  the  account  given  of  this  bofiaeis  by  Mr.  Oldyii  in  hit  cxcdknt 
life  of  Sir  Walter  Raidgh.  See  likcwife  the  dilleient  relations  of  this  expedicioB 
hf  the  carl  of  £flex»  Sir  Anthony  Sunken »  Sir  Chtttlopber  Bhmt,  and  tlie  lord 
admiral  Howard,  in  Dr.  Birches  memoirs  of  Blifabeth,  vol.  ii.  p.  45*-^S  S*  Letters 
of  thanks  were  written  to  the  lord  admiral,  on  his  arrival  at  Plymonthi  and  to  the 
carl  of  Edez,  and  Mynbcec  Van  DuTeovoord  at  Portfmooth,  by  order  of  the 
queen,  for  their  great  fervicci  on  this  oce«fion.  See  hoitd  Suidgb's  diary  ia 
Muf(l:a*s  co'lc^ior,  p,  809, 

bodj 
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hody  of  troops^  efpetiallf  of  the  Iriib^  intendbg  to  have  io«> 
vaded  both  Englaad  and  Ireland  i  but  the  wmds  difappointed 
hixn^  fcattered  bis  fleets  and  thirty-fi^  faQ  were  caft  away.  lo 
the  mean  time  the  queen  refolved  to  fit  out  another  fleet  under 
the  conamand  of  the  eairl  of  Eflex,  with  an  Intent  to  intercept 
the  plate-^fleet  near  the  Azores^  after  burning  fuch  veiTels  as 
were  in  the  harbours  of  the  Groyne  and  FerroU  Tfai$  fleet 
tonflfted  of  forty  men  of  war,  and  feventj  other  (hips»  to 
-which  the  l^utch  added  ten  men  of  war^  under  Sir  JohU 
Van  Diivenwoordj  whd  was  knighted  in  theforihet  exptdi« 
tioa^ 

Thef  failed  froian  Plymouth  the  ninth  bf  July ;  but  a  ftorm 
arifing^  they  were  forced  back  thither  again^  and  did  not  lail 
the  ktoad  time  till  the  feVenth  of  Auguft.  They  ufed  their  beft 
endeavours  to  perform  the  firft  part  of  their  inftrudlionsj  but 
fioding  it  imjH-aAicskblei  they  thought  it  expedient  to  fteer  for 
the  iflands,  which  accordingly  they  did;  In  this  yoyage  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh's  fhip  fprung  btr  maft,  which  however  did  not 
binder  himi  when  he  had  repaired  his  lofs,  from  proceeding  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous)  which  wafi  the  ifland  of  Flores;  He 
had  fcatte  beglm  to  wood  and  water  there,  before  the  earl  of 
Eflex  lent  him  orders  to  follow  him  to  Fayal^  which  ifland  th^ 
general  himfelf  intended  tO  attempt*  Raleigh  obeyed  him ;  but 
not  finding  Eflex  on  bis  arrival^  and  perceiving  that  the  people 
Were  Jeciiririg  their  goods,  throwing  up  retrenchinehtSi  an4 
making  every  other  ^epafatiott  neceflary  for  their  defence,  b(^ 
with  the  advice  of  his  officers,  rcfolved,  in  cafe  Efles  did  not 
arrive  in  four  days,  to  attempt  the  redii^lion  of  the  ifland^ 
tvhich  accordingly  be  pexformed ;  but  though  he  got  reputation 
by  this  exploit,  yet  he  loft  the  general's  friendflxipi  fo  tha^  a 
coldneft  theticeforward  prevailed,  which  afterwards  increafed 
to  open  oppofition  and  the  moft  rancorous  hatred  ^. 

After  EflfeX's  arrival  they  failed  together  to  Gradofa,  which 
immediately  fubmitted.  Hei*e  the  general  intended  to  have 
ftayed ;  and  if  he  had  done  fo^  undoubtedly  it  had  anfwered  hia 

r  7errera*s  hift.  de  Efpaai,  p.  i$.  §  zvi.     Metcren,  iiv.  xix.  foh  40].    Gaflt* 
den,  vol.  Hi.  p.  737,  738.  S  See  Sir  William  M«nion*s  redeOioiis  «poa 

this  expedition,  cJic  Ufe  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  toFore  clttd^  afid  ^we's  auidUi 

Vol.  I.  3  A  purpofe. 
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purpoftr,  said  lie  had  taken  the  whole  Spanifii  fleet;  bat  being 
too  eafily  bfought  to  alter  his  purpofeS)  he  took  another  me- 
thod^  which  gave  the  Spaniards,  who  arrired  next  dayi  an  op- 
jsortunity  of  proceeding  for  Tercera,  with  tlie  lofs  of  no  more 
Chan  three  (hips,  which  were  taken  hj  Sir  William  Monfbn  K 
Th^  rtft  of  the  fleet,  confifting  of  about  thirty-fcven  lail,  ar- 
med fafely  in  the  port  of  Angra,  which  was  well  defended  by 
feveral  forts,  fo  that,  on  mature  deliberation,  it  was  judged  im- 
pra^cable  to  attempt  any  thing  there  with  reafonable  hopes  of 
tucccfs. 

The  earl  of  Eflex,  vexed  at  this  dlfappointment,  refolved  to 
do  fomewhat  of  confequence  before  he  returned,  and  therefore 
landing,  furprifed  the  town  of  Vilh  Franca,  and  plundered  it, 
rfter  which  he  re-imbarked  his  forces,  and  prepared  for  his  re- 
turn home  K  In  his  pafiage  he  had  the  good  luek  to  take  x 
very  rich  Spanifli  (hrp,  which  fell  into  his  fleet,  miftakiog  it  for 
their  own,  and  had  taken  another  in  the  fame  manner,  but  for 
the  imprudence  of  a  Dutch  captain,  who  firing  haftily  upon 
her,  frighted  her  away.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Spaniards  weir 
meditating  great  dciigns.  The  abfcnce  of  tbe  Englilh  fleet  gave 
them  an  opportunity  of  fending  out  their  fquadrons  from  the 
Groyne  and  Fcrrol.  With  thcfe  they  intended  to  have  made  a 
defccfit  in  Cornwall,  and  to  have  poflefled  themfelves  of  tbe 
port  of  Falmouth,  in  which  leaving  a  ftrong  ganilbn,  they 
thought  next  of  intercepting  the  Englifli  fleet  in  their  return, 
when  they  knew  it  muft  be  weakened  by  fo  rough  and  trou- 
blefome  an  expedition,  in  which  fo  long  a  fpace  of  time  had 
been  fpent,  and  their  fliips  were  to  return  fo  late  in  the  year. 

This  defign,  as  it  was  wifely  laid,  fo  it  was  weH  condu&ed; 
f he  Spanifli  admiral  joined  his  fquadrons  as  he  intended,  and 
proceeded  with  them  to  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  almoft  within 
fight  of  our  fhore.  There  he  thought  fit  to  call  a  council  of 
war,  in  order  to  give  his  officers  necefiary  inftruAioiis  as  to  the 

k  Scowe^  p.  78}.  Speedy  p<  870,  ¥ere*s  conmeaunes,  p.  45— C7.  Scetfa« 
relttion  of  this  voyage  by  the  carl  of  Eflbc,  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  Lord 
MoBtjoy,  8ir  Walter  Ralcsgh,  &e«  in  Purchas,  vol.  it,  p.  193s.  <  See 

a  copioot  iccoDDt  of  this  eipedition  written  by  Sir  Arthur  tjorges,  who  wac  em- 
ployed ckerciDf  in  cbc  fouth  roliunc  of  Parchas*s  Pilgrims^  p*  193S. 

intended 
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intended  defcent.  But  it  lb  happenedi  that  white  his  cii{>tams 
^vere  on  board,  a  very  high  ftonn  arofe,  ivhich  hindered  them 
for  a  fong  time  from  getting  back  to  their  refpe£live  iOiips,  and 
afterwards  entirely  feparated  their  fleet,  tofiing  tbem  to  and  fro^ 
fametiines  towards  our  ooaft,  fometimes  on  their  own.  In  this 
(lorm  eighteen  capital  (hips  were  ioft,  fcvcral  forced  into  Eng- 
iifli  ports  were  taken,  and  the  Spaniih  admiraPs  fchemes  there* 
by  entirely  difconcerted.  .  Nor  did  our  fleet  cfcape  the  fury  of 
thb  tempeft,  b«t  were  terribly  beaten ',  however,  their  (hips  beu 
itig  light  and  ftrong,  and  manned  by  able  feamen,  they  with 
much  difficulty  reached  oor  weflera  coaft,  in  the  laicer  end  of 
the  month  of  0£lober  K 

The  cosipafs  of  thiswoi4c,  I  confeft,  ought  to  deter  'me 
from  digreffions;  but  as  the  principal  Intention  of  it  is  to  give 
the  reader  a  juft  and  impartial  notion  of  the  conduA  of  our 
naval  afiairs  under  erery  reign,  fo  I  think  myfdf  obliged  to 
make  a  few  (hort  reflexions  on  the  fa£ls  before  fet  down,  i^ 
order  to  fhew  how  little  we  flood  indebted  for  fafety  to  the 
management  of  our  own  commanders,  or  to  the  faults  of  our 
enemies,  and  how  much  we  owe  to  the  care  of  divine  Provi<^ 
dence,  which  a  heathen  would  have  called  the  fortune  of  Queea 
Elifabeth, 

This  expedition  to  Ae  Azores  might  have  proved,  if  well 
managed  by  ns,  the  ruin  of  the  Spanifh  power,  and  as  it  was 
managed,  haH  very  near  been  fatal  to  our  own  ;  fo  much  de:^ 
pends  on  the  condud  of  commanders,  and  fo  little  regard  ought 
there  to  be  had  to  high  titles  and  great  quality,  where  the 
iafety  of  a  nation  is  at  ftake.  The  earl  of  Effex  was  chofcn  for 
this  command  from  court-notives,  fuch  as  his  birth,  intereft^ 
and  perfonal  accompliihments,  though  be  waatcd  almoft  aU  the 
^qualities  requifite  for  a  commander  in  chief.  His  courage  wa« 
hot  and  fierce,  but  not  refolute  or  iafting;  his  wit  was  quick» 
but  his  judgment  flow  and  unfettled  ;  and  befides  all  this,  de- 
ficient in  experience.  Sir  William  Monfon,  who  went  the  voy- 
age with  him,  and  who  appears  enough  inclined  to  favour  him^ 
owns  that  their  mifcarriage  was  entirely  owing  to  his  LordOiip's 
Incapacity,  who  was  unable  to  form  any  right  rofplutioo  hiiut 

>  C«m4eo,  dtowe,  Speed,  Rapiji, 
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fdff  or  porfoe  fteadilr  any  measures  recoittmeBde4  to  him  by 
ihofe  who  wfTt  mqre  knowing  tbsqi  hcL  Sir  Ws^tcr  Rakigb 
fell  into  difgrace  with  hiro^  and^  aa  Sir  WiUiaea  Moaioq  iayS| 
bad  fmartcd  feverelft  if  the  earl  bad  i|iot  beea.  afraid  pf  being 
failed  to  an  account  for  it  ip  England,  and  ali  this  for  doing 
tkis  duty^  for  performing  the.  only  itnportant  (ervice  done  ia  the 
whole  p^pedHion.  This  demon(^rate«|  that  the  earl  bad  no 
vieif^  but  to  his  Ctwn  particular  glory,  and  that  the  public  fer^oe 
was  to  be  poftponed  whenevp:  it  came  tn  ^oippetitioa  there- 
with. By  this  management  that  plate-fleet  efcaped,  wkiebj  if 
it  h^d  been  ta^ops  WPi^  ^ye  ?u'Maed  the  Spaniard^,  mi  made 

His  ftibtequetit  atte^ipts  to  repair  hi$  own  boaourt  and  to 
pake  a  fliew  of  that  resolution  which  ho  really  had  not,  de* 
)»yed  the  return  of  the  fleet,  and  gave  the  Spaiii(h  admiral  ai| 
^portunity  of  invading  England,  which  an  aocidemal  ftorm 
yreyeated.  So  much  is  due  to  truth,  and  to  the  intereft  of  the 
Bition  J  nor  ^ould  I  have  thi$  looked  oxk  as  flowing  from  any 
pique  to,  the  memory  of  the  earl  of  E^ex,  who  was  certainly 
a  popular  nobleman,  endowed  with  many  virtues :  bnt  where 
the  pul^c  fufiers,  an  hidorian  ought  to  (pare  no  man^  however 
fupported  by  the  favour  of  his  prince,  or  magnified  by  the  fol- 
ly of  the  people  ». 

Jz>  1598,  the  earl  of  Cumberland  fitted  out  a  fquadioo  of 
eleven  fail  at  his  own  expence,  with  which  he  firft  attempted  to 
intercept  the  Liibqn  fleet  12^  its  paflage  to  the^  £aft  Indies.  Be*, 
sng  difappointed  in  that,  he  failed  to  the  Qaaaries^  where  he 
made  a  clefcent  01^  the  iiland  of  Laocerota,  plunder^  it,  and 
thcQ  proceeded  to.  America,  whe^c  he  promif^  bimielf  great 
things.  The  place  he  fixed  upon  was  the  iiland  of  Puerto 
Rico,  ^here  l^ie  l;^nded,  and  took  the  capital  with  fmall  lofs. 
This  city  he  determined  ^o  keep,  therefore  refij&d  a  very  large 
Ipnfpm  offered  him  by  the  inhabitants,  whom  he  turned  out, 
and  tiblf^  thought  of  fortifying  the  place,  with  an  intent  to  ha?e 

I  sir  \y:iU!am  ^qnfoD'«  iiiv4  tra^s,  p.  191.. 

>n  The  reader  may  be  convinced  of  the  trath  o£  what  i5  a^ove  aflcrtcd,  hj 
^ompAring  ihe  relauan  of  Sir  Arthur  Goreet,  before  cited;  with  Sir  William 
Monfon^s  aceoant  in  hit  nayal  tra^f,  and  what  is  Aid  ofi  the  fane  fubjcQ  by 
2kilr.  Oldys,  in  hi$  life  of  Sir  Walter  Rtlejgh. 

^niizecl 
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pnilsed  from  thence  upon  the  Spaniih  coafis}  hut  he  l^at 
quicUr  eonvinced  th;^t  the  defign  wai  impra^ii^ble,  difeafetf 
^reading  amoogft  his  foldiers  and  fe;men  to  fu<:h  a  degree^ 
Aat  he  wag  obliged  to  abandon  \m  cpoqucft,  and  t^  return 
^ome  with  very  great  reputation,  rather  than  any  (x>nGderabIe 
fcward". 

In  1599,  there  was  a  great  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  queen's 
f  oinmand :  but  it  feems  rather  with  an  intent  to  watch  the  Sp^f 
liiafdg,  than  to  undertake  any  other  enterprize  of  importance; 
4in^e  after  reoiainuig  about  three  weeks  in  the  Qownsi  it  wat 
again  laid  up.  Yet  the  equipping  this  fleet  had  a  great  tEe(k 
Vpon  3pain,  and  aU  the  powers  of  Europe,  for  it  Iras  drawn 
together  in  twelye  days  time,  well  viaualled,  and  thoroughly 
Hianned,  which  ftiewed  the  ftrcngth  of  our  maritime  power^ 
and  how  mu^h  it  isas  improved  fince  158S  ^  I'he  aeiLt  year^ 
being  i6oo,|  Sir  Richard  Levifon  was  fent  to  intercept  the 
plate-fleet,  which  defign,  though  it  was  well  cpntriyedf  aD4 
wifely  executed,  yet  failed  p.  In  1601,  the  fame  adqiral  waft 
employed  i^  Ireland,  where  he  did  good  fcrvice,  in  ^iging 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  landed  a  conliderable  body  of  forcesi 
to  relinquiih  their  deflgn,  and  withdraw  put  of  that  ifland  ^. 

In  i6o2,  the  fame  admiral  in  conjun£Uon  with  Sir  WiUlad^ 
]Monfonj|  was  employed  in  an  expedition  for  intercepting  the 
galleons,  which  had  infallibly  taken  efed,  if  the  Dutch  ha4 
fent  their  fquadroq,  agreeable  to  their  engagements  with  the 
Queen '.  Nqtwithflanding  this  difappointment,  they  continued 
pn  the  coaft  of  Portugal;^  and  at  length  rcfolved  to  attack  a 
galleon,  which  lay  wlt^i  eleven  gaUies  in  the  road  of  Ccrim- 
bra,  which,  as  it  was  one  pf  the  moft  gallant  exploits  per- 
formed in  the  whole  war,  defenres  tq  be  circumftantially  related* 
The  town  of  Ccrimbra  was  large  and  well  built  with  free- 
fionc,  defended  by  a  good  citadel  well  fumi(hcd  with  artillery. 
Above  the  town,  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  ftood  an  abbcy^ 

•  Camden,  vol.  lii.  p,  77S.    Stowe,  p.  »8a.    Purchai'i  pilgrimf,  vol.  !▼.  p. 
fi5c-*ii57.  •  Sir  WiJliam  Mooron's  naval  trafts,  p.  ip^, 

Stowf,  p.  78S.    Speed,  p.  877.  9  Sir  William  Monfoo*!  naval  traas,  p. 

^9^'  9  StDWC,  p.  798.    Itinerary  of  Fynet  Moryfon,  b.  ii,  p.  134. 

Caoiden,  p<  S87,  ^  Sir  WiUiam  MonfoD'i  naral  trafts,  p,  ip8.    Cam* 

den,  p,  Spj. 

fo 
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fo  fortified  as  to  command  the  place,  the  citadeli  and  the  road. 
The  galleon  was  moored  clofe  to  the  fliore,  fo  as  to  defend  hj 
its  fire,  part  of  the  citadel  and  part  of  the  town:  the  gaUies 
had  fo  flanked  and  fortified  themfdves,  that  they  were  able  to 
make  a  great  fire  upon  the  Englifli  fleet,  without  receiving  any 
damage  themfelvcs,  till  fuch  time  as  our  {hips  were  juft  before 
the  town.  Yet,  in  fpite  of  thefc  and  many  other  advantages, 
the  £ngli&  admirals  refolved  to  attack  them,  which  they  did  on 
the  third  of  June.  A  gale  of  wind  blowing  fre/h  about  two 
in  the  morning,  the  admiral  weighed,  and  made  the  fignal  for 
^n  attack.  The  vice^dmiral  did  the  like,  and  ibon  after  they 
fell  upon  the  enemy  with  great  fury ;  and  though  the  Spaniards 
defended  themfelves  with  much  refolution,  yet  in  the  end  feve- 
ral  of  the  gplUes  were  burnt,  the  garrifon  driven  from  thecafile, 
and  the  rich  galloon,  for  which  all  this  ftruggle  was  made, 
taken,  with  about  a  million  of  pieces  of  eight  on  board  *.  The 
fourth,  taking  the  benefit  of  a  fair  wind,  they  returned  to  £ng« 
land. 

Frederic  Spinola,  in  the  St.  Lewis,  failed  from  Cerimbra, 
•rith  the  reft  of  the  gallics  that  had  cfcapcd,  viz.  The  St.  John 
fiaptift,  the  Lucera,  the  Fadilla,  the  Philip,  and  the  St.  John, 
for  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  and  on  the  twenty-third  of  Septem- 
ber enta*ed  the  Britifli  channel*.  Sir  Robert  Manfel  was 
cruizing  there  with  two  or  three  men  of  war,  and  four  Dutch 
Ihips,  to  intercept  them.  The  enemy  firft  difcovercd  two  of 
the  Dutch  fliips,  and  refolved  to  engage  them.  But  before  they 
Wuld  put  this  defign  into  execution,  perceiving  one  of  the 
<jueen's,  they  ftood  off  the  remainder  of  the  day,  hoping  fay 
advantage  of  the  night  to  gain  their  intended  port.  The  ad- 
miral, and  the  other  (hips,  with  the  two  Dutch  men  of  war, 
chafed  them  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  fun-fet,  when  the 
gallies  altered  their  courfe  for  the  Englifli  fhore,  and  came  fo 
near  it,  that  fome  of  the  flavcs  got  off  their  chams,  leaped 
overboard,  and  fwam  to  land.  They  then  very  unhappily  ran  into 

»  Sir  Wlliam  Monfon's  naval  tra^s,  p.  199—101.  Camden,  p.  893—895. 
Fuller'f  worthies  in  Lincoln(bire,  p.  itf}..  c  Johndoni,  reram  Britan* 

nicarum  hifl;.  lib.  \x,  p.  309.  Winwood*i  memorials,  vol.  i.  p.  401,  412,  41  i, 
435f  4i^>  4^8,  439.    Sir  William  Monfon's  saval  traas,  p.  103. 

the 
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the  place,  where  one  of  her  Majefty's  Chipsy  and  the  Hollanders 
lay  at  anchor.  Sir  Robert  for^eeing  that  the  gallics  muft  fall 
in  with  thofe  fliips,  in  order  to  make  them  ftiil  keep  that  courfcj 
fteered  a  little  out  of  the  way,  to  get  between  them  and  the 
coafl  of  Flanders.  The  ihip  which  they  thus  fell  in  with,  was 
the  Anfwer,  Capt.  Broadgate,  who  fired  upon  them  very 
briikly,  as  the  Dutch  did  likewife.  The  enemy  howcTcr  did 
not  fire  fo  much  as  a  fingle  gun,  but  made  the  beft  ufe  they 
could  of  their  oars,  and  fteering  at  random,  one  of  them  in 
the  night  came  diredUy  upon  the  admiral,  who  difcbarging  all 
his  guns,  brought  down  her  main-maft,  when,  hearing  a  mo^ 
lamentable  cry,  he  offered  thofe  who  were  in  her  quarter. 
The  other  five  gallies  came  to  her  afliftance,  at  whom  be  di& 
charged  a  broadfide,  but  what  execution  it  did  could  not  be 
difcovered.  One  of  the  Dutch  (hips  falling  foul  of  the  galley 
called  the  Lucera,  carried  away  her  rudder,  and  fo  difabled  her 
that  Ihe  funk  immediately,  with  all  that  were  on  board  By  a 
like  accident  the  Padilla  fplit  in  pieces,  and  the  Dutch  veiTel, 
who  was  the  occafion  of  the  difafter,  narrowly  efcaped  fharing 
the  fame  fate.  A  third  was  caft  away  through  carelefTnefs  of 
the  failors,  in  her  endeavouring  to  reach  Calais.  Two  put  into 
Newport.  Spinola  in  the  Admiral,  with  a  very  valuable  cargo, 
got  fafe,  though  with  difficulty,  into  Dunkirk,  and  after  refit- 
ting the  three  gallies,  carried  them  to  Sluys  "•  The  year  fol- 
lowing he.  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  Dutch,  leaving 
behind  him  the  chara£ler  of  a  very  brave  and  gallant  com- 
mander *• 

This  was  the  laft  great  exploit  performed  by  fea  in  this  reign ; 
for  the  queen,  now  far  in  years,  and  worn  out  with  the  cares 
and  fatigues  of  government,  died  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
^arch  following,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  her  reign,  and  in 
the  feventieth  of  her  life,  when  (he  had  fettled  the  Proteftant 
religion  throughout  her  kingdom,  had  refiored  the  crown  to  its 

V  Camdeni  annal.  Elix.  p.  895.  Ha|roo.  Grotii  bid.  Be!g{c.  fub  anno 
itfoi.  H«  g<ves  all  the  hoDonr  to  bii  countrymen,  but  with  how  little  re^ron 
will  appear  hereafter,  from  a  very  curious  and  authentic  paper  written  by  Sir 
Kobeit  ManCcl.  ^  Card,  fieniivoglio  Guerra  de  Fiandra,  p.  531. 

H.  Oroiii  *!.*.-«  &  h:ft.  A.  D.  lOoj.     McicrtM  Xcdcri-nd.  h.ft.  tgi.  5^0. 

anclcij: 
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Ancient  reputation^  fuppoited  her  allies  mhh  the  greatejCt  firmx 
tt&t  and  humbled  her  enemies  £b  as  to  compel  ttiem  to  thank 
of  foliciting  for  peace  <« 

^  Camden.  Lord  Ba«oo  in  his  ditrsAer  of  Qooen  Elifitbttb.  tad  ifi  hH 
diicourfe  of  peace  and  war.  Stowe,  Speed.  See  aifo  a  very  carious  letter  to 
Mr.  afterwards  Sir  Ralph  Win  wood,  and  feeretary  of  (late  to  the  Duke  de  "fVe* 
inoaiBe,  Mquainting  hUk  \lnth  the  dtmife,  a«d  foaao  pthdr  ettraocdlo^  poati- 
cnlars  of  chif  iiluftrious  priitcefsj  In  Winwood'a  memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  41^0^ 
4.fii.  Dr,  Birch's  memoirs  of  that  reigo«  Vol.  ii.  p.  508.  Moyfer's  memotrf 
cf  the  aflairs  of  Scotland,  p.  309.  See  a  rery  particular  and  accurate  reladoo 
b1  the  lail  ficknefs  and  death  of  this  great  qneen,  left  vtt  hy  het  near  t^hidon^ 
9k[  Robert  Cay,  afieiwardi  earl  of  Moaffloutb,  la  his  nemoiis^  p«  x^i* 
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"He  names  of  fuch  fliipt  as  her  Kfajeftjr  left  at  her  death. 


Men 

Men 

Mari- 

Gan- 

SoU 

Names  of  fhips. 

Tod- 

id 
bar^ 

atfcs: 
where- 

oart. 

aa%. 

4icr«. 

bonr. 

of 

flifabeth  Jonas^      «    ^   • 

900 

30 

500 

340 

40 

120 

7riamph>  .      *  •        •• 

IQOO 

30 

50Q 

340 

4« 

12*- 

White  Bcar> 

900 

30 

500 

340 

4« 

12a 

Viaprv, 
Merlrfonciir; 

800 

»7 

400 

268 

32 

100 

800 

30 

400 

268 

32 

100 

Ark  Royal, 

800 

»7 

400 

268 

32 

too 

Saint  Matthew;         »- 

1000 

30 

500 

340 

40 

120 

$atDt  Andrewi 

000 

»7 

400 

a($8 

32 

lOQ 

DueRepdfey 

700 

lA 

3SO 

a3o 

30 

90 

Qarland; 

700 

16 

300 

ij)6 

30 

80 

Warfpight;        -          . 

600 

12 

300 

»?• 

30 

80 

Mary  Rofc,        -          - 

600 

12 

250 

150 

30 

70 

The  Hope,.       - 

600 

12 

250 

150 

30 

70 

]|^naTentui«|        -        - 

600 

12 

250 

150 

30 

7» 

The  Lyon, 

50G 

12 

250 

ISO 

30 

70 

Nonpareil,      •      1      • 

500 

12 

250 

ISO 

30 

70 

Defiance, 

500 

12 

250 

150 

30 

7« 

Rainbow, 

500 

12 

250 

150 

30 

L    70 

Dreadnought;      -       • 

400 

10 

200 

130 

20 

■    5° 

Antelope, 

350 

10 

160 

iM 

16 

3» 

Swiftfure,        1 

400 

10 

200 

130 

20 

so 

Swallow, 

330 

10 

160 

114 

16 

3° 

Forefieht, 

TheTidc^        .      .      1 

300 

10 

160 

"4 

16 

30 

250 

7 

120 

88 

12 

20 

The  Crane, 

200 

7 

100 

70 

10 

20 

Adventure;        - 

250 

7 

120 

88 

la 

20 

Quittance, 

200 

7 

100 

70 

10 

20 

Anfwer,        .        1         • 

200 

7 

100 

70 

10 

ao 

Advafitagei 

200 

7 

100 

70 

10 

ao 

Tygcr,          - 

200 

7 

100 

70 

10 

20 

Tramontain, 

6 

70 

S» 

8 

10 

The  Scout,         '• 

120 

6 

66 

48  s 

42      8 

10 

The  Catis, 

100 

s 

60 

10 

iTie  Charles, 

70 

5 

45 

3a 

6 

7 

The  Moon, 

60 

5 

40I     30 

5 

The  Advice, 

SP 

5 

40 

30 

S 

The  Spy, 

5^ 

5 

40 

30 

5 

The  Merlin, 

45 

5 

35 

26 

4 

The  Sun, 

40 

5 

3c 

24 

2 

Synnet,         ... 

20 

2 



George  Hoy, 

ICC 

IG 

.  — 

Pennyrofe  Hoy, 

8g 

^       8|— 



Vol-  L 

^c 

Her 
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Her  attention  to  trade  appears  in  many'inftanceSy  of  iome  df 
which  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  treat  more  particularly.  The  mer^ 
chants  of  the  Hanfe^towns  complained  loudly  in  the.  heginaing 
of  her  reign,  of  the  ill  trtatmetit  they  had  received  in  the  days 
of  Edward  and  Qgeen  llary ;  to  which  fhc  very  predently  an- 
fweredy  «  That  2S  (he  would  not  innovate  any  thing,  ib  flic 
**  would  proteft  them  ftili  it  the  immunities  and  condition  fhe 
^'  found  thtoi ;."  which  not  contenting  them,  their  commerce 
was  foon  after  (tifpended  for  a  time,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
the  Engtifb  merchants ',  for  they  trying  what  they  could  do 
themfelves  diercin,  their  adventures  and  returns  proving  fucccft- 
foil,  they  took  fhe  whole  trade  into  their  hands,  and  (&  divided 
themfelves  iAtO'ftapIers  and  merchant-adventured,  the  one  re- 
iidins  conftantty  at  fome  one  place,  the  other  keeping  their 
courfe  and  adventuring  to  other  towns  and  ftates  abroad,  wifih 
eloth  and  other  manufafhires.  This  (b  nettled  the  Hanfe,  that 
they  devifed  all  the  ways  that  a  difcontented  people  could,  to 
dtaw  upon  our  new  ftapie^  or  adventurers  the  ill  opii^on  of 
other  nations  and  ftates ;  but  that  proving  of  too  fmal>  force  to' 
fiop  the  current  of  fo  ftrong  a  trade  as  they  were  now  run  into, 
thely  reibrted  to  fome  other  pra&ices. 

They  applied  themfelves  to  the  emperor,  as  being  a  fodetf 
ihcorporatcd  into  the  empire ;  and  upon  complaint,  obtained 
ambaJladori  to  the  queen,  to  mediate  the  bufifids,  but  thefc  re- 
turned n  iyjfeSia.  Ilereupon  the  queen  caufed  a  prodaoiatioil 
to  be  publiihed,  that  the  merchants  of  the  Hanie  il^idd  be 
treated,  and  ufcd  as  all  otb;er  ftrangers  in  her  dominions,  in 
point  of  commerce,  witbout  any  mark  of  diftin&ion.  At  laft» 
the  Hanfe-towns  prevailed  fo  far  in  virtue  of  their  German  con- 
nedtions  a&  tcrgain  ah  imperial  edi£t,  whereby  the  Engliih  mer- 
chants were  prohibited  all  commerce  in  the  empire ;  this  was 
anfwered  by  a  proclamation  7,  in  confequence  of  which,  fisty 
£iil  of  their  fliiips  were  taken  in  tt]te  river  of  IJfl>on,  ladM  with 
contraband  goods  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spaniardsw  Thefe  fliipr  the 
queei!i  intended  to  have  reftored,  as  fincerely  defiring  to  have 

y  The  imperitl  edtO  6f  tl^  Emperor  Rodolph  TI.  bein  date  tbe  (Irft  of  Ao« 
gulf,  1597  S  whtehy  togefhcf  with  her  mtjefty*!  prodamacion  of  tbe  t&irt«o)t2i 
cf  January  fol lowing,  may  be  met  with  at  large  in  Wheeler's  treatUil  of  oom- 
mcicc,  p.  So,  93. 

compromiTcd 
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cDflBpromUed  all  difierences  with  thofc  trading  cities ;  but  mhtt^ 
flic  was  informed  that  a  general  afiembly  was  held  at  the  city  of 
Ijobeck  in  order  to  concert  meafiues  for  diftreffing  the  Engliih 
trade,  ihe  caufed  the  ihips  and  their  cargoes  to  be  confilcated  ; 
Bolj  two  of  them  were  releafed  to  carry  home  this  news,  and 
that  the  qoeen  had  the  jgreateft  oootempt  imaginable  for  all  their 
proceedings*. 

After  this  Sigifbi^nd  king  of  Poland  inteiToied  m  their  he^ 
half,  fending  hither  an  ambaiTadpr,  who  talking  in  a  very  high 
ityle,  the  queen  in  her  anfwer  told  him  plainly,  that  the  king 
Us  mafter  made  no  right  eftimate  of  his  own  power,  and  that 
luffifidf  was  very  little  fit  for  the  employment  in  which  fhe 
found  him*.  Thus  were  we  ridded  for  ever  of  thefe  incorpov 
rated  foreign  fa^flors,  and  our  own  mcFchancs  eftabltflied  in  the 
right  of  managing  our  coi«meroe.  In  the  Matter  endx)f  her  reign^ 
ibme  difputes  happening  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  he 
moft  unadvifedly  foiaing  the  Eoglifh  Ihips  that  were  in  his  ports^ 
the  queen  fent  one  Dr.  Parkins  to  demand  an  immediate  and 
adequate  £itisfa&ion;  which  he  did  in  fo  peremptory  a  ftyle, 
that  the  Dane  was  glad  jto  cpmpoui^d  the  matter  for  forty  thou<» 
£md  dollars,  which  he  paid  her  Majefty,  and  jvhkh  (he  caufed 
to  be  proportJOBsblf  divide  amonig  xhe  menrhants  who  were 
injured^. 

.  Thefe  are  mftances  of  her  noble  fpf  rit  in  obtaining  redrefs  of 
grievances  in  foreign  countries,  even  in  the  moft  perilous  times, 
and  when  her  affiurs  were  in  the  utmoft  embarraffinent.  As  to 
ber  care  of  trade  and  navigation  within  her  own  dominions,  we 
bave  already  mentioQed  many  particulars  ^  however,  it  may  not 
be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  1^62  an  aft  was  noade  for  the  bet-r 
ier  regulation,  maintenance,  and  increafe  of  ihen^ivy  ^ ;  and  in 
I  $66  there  was  a  law  to  enable  the  mafter,  wardens,  and  the 
aflliftants  of  theTrioity^oufe,  to  fet  up  beacons  aad  foarmarks^. 
The  fame  year  there  pafied  a4  aft  for  incorporating,  and  ipore 
^ffeftually  efiablilhing  the  company  of  merchantradventurers^. 

.  ^  Camden,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^04,  60$,  74t»  ftod  tbp  ocher  hiftorians  of  her  reign. 
AV heeler**  creaiife  oo  cororaeroe.  Molloy  de  jure  nuriiinio,  book  ii.  chap.  xii. 
«  See  the  memorable  reply  of  chat  princeft  upon  ihii  occaiion  at  larae,  in  Speed, 
S.  871.  b  Stowe,  p.  787>    I'Ord  Barletgh'a  diary  in  MnrdiaU  co]le£Hon. 

«  See  the  ftatute,  anno  I  EUf.  cap.  v.  <  Aa&o  S  Eiif.  cap.  xiii.        <  |i:^kl. 

vof awi,  vol.  i.  p.  3^4-  _ 

^  3C  a  In 
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in  i^ f  I,  there  likewife  pafied  an  aA  lor  die  incneafe  of  i 
ncrsy  and  for  the  maintenance  of  naingadon,  atid  aoore  eCpcd^ 
ly  for  recovering  the  trade  to  Icelandf  which  bqan  then  t0  de^ 
cay^  and  in  which  there  had  beeia  onplojed  annaaOf  opwacis 
of  two  hundred  fail  of  ftoot  fliipt  ^.  In  1 5S5  the  ^occd  tteSth 
tdf  by  her  letters  patent^  a  new  eoapa^y  fcr  the  sMmagemcnt 
of  the  trade  to  Barbary  < ;  and  in  the  year  1600  (he  ia^orporattd 
«  fbciety  of  merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft  indies^,  whence  the 
prefent  Eaft  India  Company  is  derived^  as  will  be  iMfeaftcr 
Iheirn. 

Befides  thefe  numerous  marks  of  her  royd  ^^'ocv^  9xui  AnB^ 
attention  to  the  comnnerce  of  her  ibbjeds,  the  qnedi  aSxdcd 
others  continually^  by  fending  envoys  and  agents  to  the  Csart  ta 
the  Shah  of  Berfia,  to  iTeveral  great  princes  in  the  £aft  indies^ 
and,  in  Qxort,  wherever  her  interpofition  could  be  of  any^oie  to 
open,  to  promote,  or  ^o  recover  any  branch  of  traffic^  as  appears 
by  all  the  hiftories  that  are  qxtant  6f  her  reign  I.  It  ienay  be  fiiid^ 
and  which  is  more,  may  be  faid  with  truth  and  juftice,  ^latio  the 
midil  of  thefe  great  things  done  for  ittduftry  and  tirade,  the 
prerogative  was  carried  very  high,  many  mooopolies  crefied, 
and  fevcral  exclnfivc  privileges  granted,  which  have  been  found 
xtijurious  to  trade.  But  the  difcufllng  thefe  points  bdong  to  ge- 
neral hidory.  The  queen  levied  taxes  fparingly,  and  helped 
out  her  revenues,  by  what  were  then  ftyled  ri^^s  of  the  ccown, 
Monopolies  were  the  invention,  at  leaft  had'the  countettaoce, 
and  turned  to  the  profit  of  her  miniAers,  who  tot  a  time  det 
cefved  their  miflrefs  into  the  fupport  of  them  ^  bnt  when  (he 
underftood  the  nature  and  extent  of  them,  (he  gave  them  up* 
jAs  to  ftatutcs  prejudicial  to  trade^  there  were  fome  founded  in 
popular  error,  from  which  no  age  is  exempt :  or  things  them- 
felves  have  changed  their  circumftances,  if  not  their  natnie,  that 
vfr^hat  was  or  might  be  judged  right  tbeni  may  be  plainly  ivroog 
now.  •         •     . 


r  Ar.  11  £Iir.  cap.  yii,        S  HakIoyt*s  YOyages,  vol.  ii.  p.  xi4«  ^  Dated 

at  Wcnminder,  December  31.  A.  R.  43.  and  recited' at  liirge  io^^rchas,  vol,  i« 
iih.  Hi.  p.  244.  «  Camdin,  Bacon,  OAxirne,  Stowe,  HoKh^flbcd,  Speed,' 

Rapin.    SfC  the  letters  addreded  to  (hofe  princes  by  the  queeii,  on  ibak  hesd,  ac 
Icrgrh,  in  Hakluyr»  vol.  i.  p.  358,  335,   37J,  4x8.  TOl.  ii.  pi  138,  103.  vol.  iii. 
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Ikit  the  pecoHar  gloiy  of  Qaccn  ElifabeUi's  reign  in  this  re* 
ipe£t»  was  the  greait  care  ihe  took  of  the  coin»  which,  as  w« 
Ws  ihovi^  vas  Aame^Uly  debafcd  in  the  rdgns  of  Henry  VIIL 
fad  JUward  VL  and  though  her  fifter  had  put  an  entire  &0f 
p»  Ait  bad  praAice,  yet  the  drcumftances  of  her  affairs  were 
Ytty  far  item  being  foch  as  to  adaait  her  taking  any  meafureii 
towards  an  eSbE^val  amendment,  the  bafe  coin  conttnuing  to 
have  a  cunencjj^  tfaoogb  it  began  to  fink  in  its  value ;  which^ 
howeterj  did  not  hinder  foreigners  from  pouring  in  vaft  quanti- 
ties  nf  that  mitied  moi^ey,  to  the  great  detriment  of  die  nation^ 
and  this,  i^otwithflanding  th^it  princefs  ^xpoftulated  with  her 
Wighboim  upon  that  fiitje£t,  and  her  doing  all  (be  could  to. 
hinder  it^^  But  immediately  after  the  accci&on  of  Queen  £li« 
hbeAi  the^Lord  Burieigb  and  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  whofc  papers 
iqwa  that  bead  are  yet  eatant,  intcrpofed  iieith  the  queen,  and 
ihevtd  her  cleariy  the  bad  coniequences  of  a  d^bafed  coinage, 
and  fhewed  her  fsvther,  that  it  was  not  the  (hort  ends  of  wit, 
or  fome  ilight  and  temporary  det ices  that  could  fuflain  the  ex-: 
pence  of  a  great  monarchy,  hut  found  and  folid  courfes.  I  make 
ttfe  of  their  expreffionS;^  which  though  not*  elegant,  arc  rery 
emphatic  They  therefore  exhorted  her  to  purfue  the  ftcps  of 
her  great*grandfather  Edward  IV.  and  reje£ting  all  expedients 
aa  iaeffisfhial  in  themfelves,  and  unworthy  of  her,  to  (Irike  at 
the  root  of  the  eril.    Admirable  and  foiid  counfels ! 

She  took  their  advice,  and  by  a  proclamation  in  the  fecond 
year  pf  her  reign,  called  in  all  the  debafcd  money,  dire£ling  it 
to  be  marked  with  a  greyhound,  portcullice,  lion,  harp,  rofe, 
or  fleur-de-lys,  to  di(li|igui(h  the  fereral  intrinfic  values  of  the 
pieces,  it  being  her  de£gn  to  refine  the  coin,  not  according  to 
the  legal,  but  natural  eftimation  of  money ;  and  therefore  (he 
dfre£led,  that  foreign  cpin  and  bullion  ihould  be  brought  to  her 
mint,  as  there  was  from  eight  thoufand  to  twenty-two  thoufand 
pounds  every  week,  and  the  like  quantity  of  gold  in  Spanifli 
piftoles,  for  the  fpace  of  about  fix  months,  when  ihe  repaid 
her  fubjeds  the  full  value  of  the  filver,  in  new  money  of  that 
ilandard,  which  has  fince  continued,  and  which  was  fixed  after 

k  Candeo,  tnntl.  £lir.  vol«  i.  p.  7S»  76.    Stowe,  p.  ^46,  64J,    Srrype*}  sn, 
rq\.  i.  chap,  xxiu  p.  1^4, 165.   .Lord  Borki^h's  dUry  in  Murdia*s  colIofUon,  r. 
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mature  deliberation,  and  with  a  juft  regard  to  the  vah^  filrer 
and  gold  had  obtained  in  foreign  countries  at  diat  time*  la  the 
very  next  year  tlie  tnajority  of  her  council  were  for  undoing  all 
again,  by  introducing  a  frefli  debafement,  but  the  LordBurleighy 
then  Sir  William  Cecil,  and  fecretary  of  ftate,  withftoed  this^ 
as  he  did  every  other  projeft  of  that  kiod*  fo  long  as  he  liiFcd^ 
with  fuch  yehemence  of  speech,  and  with  fiich  ftrength  of  ar- 
gument, as  kqpt  the  queen  fteady  to  faer  firft  mcaiure. 

When  this  great  undertaking  was  thoroughly  perfeded,  die 
queen  took  occasion  to  tell  her  people  in  a  proclamation,  that 
file  had  now  conquered  that  mother  which  had  £6  long  defoiir- 
cd  them ;  and  it  b  very  wifely  recited  in  the  preamble  of  aa 
ad:  of  parliament.  In  the  fifth  year  of  ber  reign,  <^  That  by 
«*  her  great  goodnefs  new  money  had  been  coined  of  the  fame 
^  fineneis,  as  in  the  time  of  ber  noble  progenitors***  Neither 
was  this  famous  z£t,  as  ihe  herfelf  called  it  upoa  another  ooca* 
£on,  forgot,  in  the  infcription  placed  upon  her  monuments 
where,  after  mention  being  made  of  refioring  religion  to  its 
-primitive  fincerity,  and  eftablifking  a  lafting  tranquillity,  it  hl^ 
lows,  that  {he  reduced  the  coin  to  its  juft  value.  Hence  we  may 
perceive  how  great  an  adion  this  was,  and  of  what  laAing 
benefit  to  the  kingdom. 

It  may,  however,  contribute  not  a  little  to  our  (atisfa&ion,  iC 
we  inquire  what  quantity  of  coin,  both  gold  and  filver,  there 
might  be  in  the  nation,  towards  the  clofe  of  her  reign,  that  is, 
al:  the  beginning  of  the  lad  century,  becaufe  it  is  of  very  great 
confequence  to  have  a  juft  notion  of  what  was  the  nation's  ftock 
in  ready  money  at  that  period,  when  our  great  foreign  commerce 
began.  We  have  indeed  an  authentic  account  ol  her  entire 
coinage  in  filver,  amounting  to  above  four  millions  and  a  half  i 
but  then,  if  we  confidier,  that  (he  re-<:oined  jsdmoft  all  the  filver 
ipecie  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  there  was  a  finall  alteration  in 
the  ftandard  in  the  latter  end  of  her  reign,  which  raifed  filver 
from  five  ihillings  to  five  and  two^pence  an  ounce,  which  oc* 
cafioncd  a  new  fabrication ;  fo  that  much  of  die  former  coin 
came  into  the  mint  again  as  bullion^  we  may,  with  the  judicious 
Dr.  Davenanty  eftlmate  the  filver  coin  at  that  time  in  this  king- 
dom at  two  millions  and  a  half,  to  which  if  we  add  the  gold  of 
bf r  own  and  her  prcdeccffors  coin,  and  eftimatc  this  at  a  railIjoi| 

and 
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imd  a  bdfy  we  may  be  pretty  fure  that  we  are  not  much  wide  of 
the  truth,  and  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  the  current 
coin  of  England  amounted  in  the  whole  to  four  millions  or 
thereabouts. 

As  the  reftoring  the  coin  was  in  e£^  patting  the  firft  wheel 
in  motion,  ib  this  being  thus  early  fet  rights  all  the  fubordinare 
parts  of  general  commerce  began  quickly  to  refome  their  reipec- 
tive  forces ;  and  the  willingnefs  which  the  queen  (hewed  upon 
every  occaCon  to  fiicilitate  whatcTec  defigns  were  formed  for 
improfing  her  dominions,  employing  her  fubje£b,  and  venting 
the  produce  of  their  induftry,  had  fuch  efieds,  that  by  degrees^ 
one  thing  opening  a  way  to  another,  the  face  of  affairs  totally 
dianged.  AO  the  complaints  that  Were  formerly  made  gave  place 
to  a  general  approbation  of  the  queen^s  government  amongft  the 
better  part  of  her  fnbjeds,  that  is,  amongft  thofe  who  were 
willing  to  help  themfelves  by  their  honeft  and  chearful  endea- 
vours to  enlarge  their  properties,  and  to  turn  to  the  utmoft  ad- 
vantage  the  laudable  defire,  which  their  fovereign  fttprelled,  of 
encouraging  whatever  could  be  invented  for  the  promoting  their 
welfare,  and  augmenting  the  public  ftock. 

llis  difpofition  in  the  queen  excited  a  like  fpirit  throughout 
the  whole  nation.  Not  only  perfons  bred  to  trade,  and  fome  of 
the  middle  gentry  of  the  kingdom,  launched  out  into  expeditions 
for  difcoveries,  and  planting  new-found  countries  ;  but  even  per- 
fons of  the  firft  diftinAion  became  encouragers  and  adventurers 
in  thofe  defigns,  fuch  as  the  Lord-treafurer  Burleigh,  the  earl 
of  Leicefter,  i^c*  and  fome  of  them  a£hially  engaged  in  the 
execution  of  fuch  projects,  amongft  whom  were  the  earls  of 
Cumberland,  Efiex,  and  Southampton,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Sir 
Richard  Grenville,  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  Sir  Robert  Dudley, 
fate.  K  And  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  at  the  furprifing  in- 
creafe  of  our  maritime  power,  or  the  number  of  remarkable  un- 
dertakings of  this  fort,  within  (b  (hort  a  period  of  time.  Let  us 
mention  only  a  few:  In  1575  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert  attempted 
the  difcovery  of  a  north- weft  paffagc.  In  1577  Sir  Martin  For- 
biflier  fought  one  the  fame  way*.  Pet  and  Jackman  failed  on 
« like  defign  in  1580  by  the  direftion  of  the  governor  and  com* 

1  Hakluyt*!^  Monfon't,  ind  Purchas^f  colfeCUons  conCft  chiefly  of  inffaocsi  of 
thif  fore.  ^  Hakloyt's  voyages,  to!»  iix.  p.  p. 
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ipanj  of  triercfaant'advexitiirers  ".  An  Expedition  vasvacUrtakeii 
at  a  great  ezpence  by  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  in  order  to  fettle 
Florida  \  nor  did  it  mz&arry  through  any  trror  of  the  uhdcrt»- 
kcr  «>.  The  great  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  would  have  fetdcd  Vxrgi- 
rua  in  1584,  if  prudence,  induffry,  and  public  (pint  c»iikl  have 
etcSUd  it  ^  biit  though  he  failed  in  the  extent,  yet  he  was  not 
totally  defeated  in  his  hopes,  fince  he  bid  the  fbundatioo  of  that 
fettlement,  which  hath  fince  fo  happily  fucceeded*  But  it  is  now 
time  to  fpeak  of  ihole  great  men  by  whom  thcfe  celdNracecl  ac* 
tions  were  aichicved,  and  firft  of 

(CHARLES  HOWARD;  Baron  of  Effingham; 
afterwards  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Knight  of  the 
garter,  and  Lord  bigh-admir<ll  of  England; 

WE  have  already  fccn  two  brothci-ij  of  thisilluftriotis  family 
of  Howard  fucceiHvely  lord  high- admirals,  and  we  are 
liow  to  fpeak  of  another  Howardi  who  arrived  by  merit  at  the 
fame  high  honour,  and,  which  is  more,  was  alio  the  fon  of  t 
lord  high-admiral  of  England  K  He  was  bom  m  the  year  1 536, 
in  the  latter  eiid  of  the  reign  of  King  Henrjr  VIII.  his  father 
hating  thie  title  only  of  Lord  William  Howard  ^.  His  mother's 
name  was  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Gamagc  of 
Ghmorganfhire.  Lord  William  being  raifcd  to  the  title  of  ba- 
iron  of  Effingham,  and  admiral,  his  fon  fervcd  under  him  xn  fc- 
Teral  expeditions  till  the  acccffion  of  Queen  l£lifabeth;  when  he 
was  about  twenty- two  years  of  age'.  His  father  coming  into 
great  favour  with  that  princels;  he  enjoyed  a  (hare  of  it,  and  in 
1559  was  fent  over  into  France  to  compliment  King  Charles  IX. 
who  had  juft  afcended  that  throne  •.  Nine  ycnrs  afterwards  he 
was  genenLl  of  horfe  in  the  expedition  made  by  the  earl  of 
Warwick  againft  the  carls  of  Northiimberhnd  iiid  Wcftitiore- 

n  Camder,  vol.  ii.  p.  360,  361.  **  See  a  full  accoaot  of  this  fiMltcr  ia 

Sir  George  Pcachman**  relation,  «hd  was  concerned  thcfein.  P  Sec  ic  • 

lurmcr  chapter  the  lives  of  Sir  Edward,  aod  Sir  Thonas  Howard,  afterwards 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  aade  to  this  noble  lord.  4  Barooagium  AngU«» 

p.  34<  MS.  '  Du^dale's  baronage,  come  ii.  p.  i?t.  *  Canden.  anaal. 
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lahd*»  yrho  had  taken  arms  in  the  notthj  and  in  cruihing  whofe 
tebelUoa  he  was  very  aftivc  ^ 

In  the  following  year  he  commanded  a  fquadron  of  men  of 
War,  which,  as  we  before  obfervcd,  the  queen  was  pleafed 
Ihould  efcort  Anne  of  Auftria,  daughter  of  the  emperor  Maxi^ 
miiiafi^  to  the  coaft  of  Spain  "•  Upon  this  occafion  the  Spanifh 
fleet  were  obliged  to  take  in  their  flags,  while  they  continued 
in  the  Britifh  feas,  having  been  fufficiently  inftru£ted  in  that 
ceremonial  in  their  paffage  to  Flanders  by  Sir  John  Hawkins^  as 
the  reader  will  find  at  large  related  in  oiir  memoirs  of  that  gallant 
Teaman.  In  1571  he  was  chofen  to  parliament  as  knight  of  the 
fliirc  lor  the  county  of  Siliry,  and  very  foon  after  fuccceded  his 
father  ih  his  title  and  eftate,  who  died  ;^anuary  the  I2th|  1572, 
in  the  great  office  of  lord  privy  feal,  and  very  highly  ih  the 
Queen's  favour*. 

The  queen  diftinguiflied  the  fon,  a3  (lie  had  done  the  father, 
by  raiiing  him  to  the  higheft  offices  in  the  kingdom,  not  haftily, 
but,  as  her  manner  was,  by  a  due  progreffion.  He  became  firil 
chamberUin  bf  the  houfehold,  an  office  Which  hid  father  had 
enjoyed^  and  on  the  24th  of  Aptil,  t573,  he  wad  elected  knighc 
of  the  garter  *,  Some  of  the  writers  of  thofe  times$£zy^  that  he 
W2I8  hiifed  to  check  Leicefter^s  greatnefs ;  which  lis  thus  far  pro- 
bable, that  they  vretc  certainly  the  mbft  Oppo&te  people  in  the 
world  in  theit  tempers  ^ :  for,  whereas  Leicefter  wai  a  deep  dif* 
fembler,  dzceiliVely  ambitious,  and  one  who  fought  to  govern 
iall  things,  the  lord-chamberlain^  on  the  other  hand,  was  ah  open, 
generous,  public-fpirited  man^  in  the  good  graces  of  the  queen 
front  his  khown  afteAion  to  her  perfon^  ahd  exceedingly  popular 
as  well  on  account  of  his  hofpitalityi  affability,  and  other  good 
^ualitied,  as  for  the  fake  bf  hid  mod  noble,  mod  loyal,  and  he- 
roic family.  When  therefore  the  earl  of  Lincoln  died  in  1 5  85, 
the  queen  immediately  determined  to  raife  the  Lord  Effingham 
to  the  poft  of  high-admiral,  which  fhe  did  with  the  general  ap- 

^  Str;pe*t  aniialSy  tpI.  i.  p.    583.     Holingihed,  vol.  ii.  p.  12x2.  u  Q^m- 

den,  p.  2 10,  211.  Sec  thtf  cpiHle  dedicatory  addrelfed  to  this  noble  perfonby 
Mr.  Hakluyr,  of  the  fiill  vol.  of  his  exccUctit  celie^ion  of  voyages.  ^  Stowe, 

p.  674.  HoUngfhedi  vol.  ii.  p.  i»i».  WilJu'i  noti:ia  parliameocaria,  p.  6S,  95. 
>  Dugdaie*t  baronige,  tome  ii.  p*  279.  Aihinolc*s  hiflorjr  of  the  order  of  the 
gartCTi  p.  1 1  ^.  y  Lb;  u's  date  worthies,  p.  756. 
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probation  of  b^r  fubjeAs,  and  much  to  the  fatis&^on  of  tbt 
feamen,  by  whom  he  was  exceilively  beloved  *. 

When  the  Spaniards  had  fpcnt  three  years  in  preparing  tJiGr 
armaddj  the  queen  willingly  intruded  the  care  of  herfdf  and  the 
nation  to  this  noble  lord,  of  whofe  conduft  and  whofe  fortune 
(lie  had  equal  hopes^  We  have  already  feen  how  happily  chat 
important  conteft  ended  for  the  honour  of  this  nation ;  here, 
therefore,  we  are  to  fpeak  only  of  what  was  perfonally  perform- 
ed by  the  admiraU  As  foon  as  he  knew  that  the  Spanifli  fleet 
was  ready  to  fail,  he  put  to  fea,  and  continued  cniifing  for  fome 
time,  till  the  court  having  received  advice,  that  the  Spaniards 
would  be  unable  to  make  any  attempt  that  year,  and  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  feafon  rendering  this  probable.  Secretary  Walfingham 
wrote  to  him,  dire£ling,  that  four  of  the  largeft  fhips  fhouM  be 
fent  into  port,  and  the  Teamen  difcharged,  to  (ave  expeoce. 
The  admiral  wrote  back  to  excufe  his  not  obeying  this  direc- 
tion, and  in  the  clofe  of  the  letter  deiired,  that,  if  his  reaibns 
were  thought  infufficient^  the  (hips  might  remain  at  his  expence  '• 

When  he  received  intelligence  firom  Captain  Fleming  of  the 
approach  of  the  Spanifh  fleets  and  law  of  what  migjhty  confe- 
quence  it  was  to  get  out  what  few  ihips  were  ready  in  the  port 
of  Plymouth,  he,  to  encourage  others,  not  only  appeared  and 
gave  orders  in  every  thing  himfelf,  but  wrought  alfo  with  his 
own  hands,  and  with  fix  fhips  onljF  got  the  firft  night  out  of 
Plymouth,  and  the  next  morning,  having  no  more  than  thirty 
fail,  and  thofe  the  fmalleft  of  the  fleet,  attacked  the  Spanifli 
navy  ^.  He  fliewed  his  condudt  and  prudence  by  difpatching  his 
brother-in-law  Sir  Edward  Hobby,  to  the  queen,  to  inform  her 
of  the  great  difproportion  between  the  enemy's  force  and  his 
own,  to  defire  ker  to  make  the  proper  difpoGtion  of  her  land- 
forces  for  the  fecurity  of  the  coafls,  and  to  haften  as  n>any  fliips 
as  poffible  to  his  affiftance  ^.  His  valour  he  difcovered  in  the 
repeated  attacks  he  made  on  a  fuperior  enemy,  and  the  excellency 
of  his  cool  temper  appeared  in  his  paffing  a  whole  night  in  the 

*  Stewe,  p.  TOO,  709.      Cadiden,  p.  451,  •  Stowe»  p.  74Sf  74^.     Speed, 

p«  S60.     Camaenr,  vol.  ii.  p.  571 .  b  See  the  accoonC  of  thU  viAory  princed  ia 

tfee  (irft    ▼olume  «f  Maklu>t*s    coUeilbn.    Failer*s  woithhs  lA   Suri^,   f.   84. 
e  Siowt's  ijitii];,  p.  74^, 
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ttiidft  of  the  Spanifli  fleet,  and  retiring,  as  foon  as  he  had  light 
enough  to  difcover  his  own,  without  lofs  <<.  , 

It  was  owing  to  his  magnanimity  and  prudence  that  the  -viBtotj 
vras  fo  great  s  and  fuch  as  have  fuggeftcd  that  it  might  have  been 
ilill  greater,  readily;  acknowledge)  that  this  did  not  happen 
through  any  fault  of  the  admiral,  who  always  difcovered  the 
utmoft  alacrity  in  his  country's  fervice  ^.  The  queen  acknow- 
ledged h'ls  merit  in  the  nioft  expreflive  and  glorious  terms,  and, 
though  extremely  frugal,  rewarded  him  with  a  peniion  for  life  f, 
and  at  his  requell  granted  a  pardon  and  a  penfion  to  Captain 
Fleming  the  pirate,  who  firfl  brought  the  news  of  the  Spanifh 
fleet's  being  on  our  coafls ;  which  I  mention  to  ihew  how  care- 
ful this  great  man  was,  a  thing  uncommon  even  among  the 
greateft  men,  that  the  merits  of  meaner  perfons  (hould  not  pais 
unrewarded,  or  be  fupercilioufly  overlooked*. 

Sir  Richard  Hawkins  in  his  obfervations  has  a  very  remark<r 
able  pailage  in  relation  to  this  noUe  perfon,  which  the  reader 
will  no  doubt  be  very  well  pleafed  to  fee  in  his  own  words* 

*«  Worthy  of  perpetual  memory,*'  fay  he,  "  was  the  prudent 
**  policy  and  government  of  our  Englifh  navy  in  anno  1588  l^ 
<<  the  worthy  earl  of  Nottingham,  lord  high-admiral  of  England, 
^<  who  in  the  like  cafe,  with  mature  and  experimented  know- 
**  ledge^  patiently  withftood  the  inftigations  of  many  courageous 
<'  and  noble  captains  who  would  have  perfuaded  him  to  have 
^<  laid  them  aboard  ;  but  when  he  forefaw,  that  the  enemy  had 
'<  an  army  aboard,  he  none  ;  that  they  exceeded  him  in  number  , 
'*  of  (hipping,  and  thofe  greater  in  bulk,  ftronger  built,  and 
•*  higher  moulded,  fo  that  they,  who  with  fuch  advantage  fought 
<<  from  above,  might  eafily  diilreis  all  oppofition  below,,  the 
<<  ilaughter  peradventure  proving  more  fatal  than  the  viAory 
<<  profitable,  by  being  overthrown  he  might  have  hazarded  the 
<<  kingdom,  whereas  by  the  conqueft  (at  moft)  he  could  have 
^<  boafted  of  nothing  but  glory  and  an  enemy  defeated.  But  by 
**  fufferance  be  always  advantaged  himfelf  of  wind  and  tidejt 
*'  which  was  the  freedom  of  our  country,  and  fccurity  of  our 
<<  navy,  with  the  deftruAion  of  theirs,  which  in  the  eye  of  the 

d  Hakloyt,  vol.  i.  p.  597.  e  See  the  refle^ioci  made  by  Sir  William 
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<^  ignorant  (who  jadge  all  things  by  the  external  appear^o^)^ 
f  <  feemed  invincible)  but,  truly  confidered)  was  much  iaferior  to 
<<  our$  in  all  things  of  fubftance,  as  the  event  proved  %  for  we 
'*  funk)  fpoiled)  ^pd  took  many  of  themt  wd  they  dimiai£hed 
<*  of  ours  but  one  fmall  pinnace,  nor  any  man  of  name  favc  only 
<<  Captain  Cocke,  lyho  died  with  honour  amidft  his  compasij. 
V  The  greateft  damage  that,  z$  I  remepiber,  they  caufcd  to  anj 
*^  of  our  Ihips,  was  to  the  Swallow  of  her  Majefty'a,  which  I 
f'  had  in  that  a^ion  under  my  charge,  ^itb  an  arrow  of  fire, 
^<  (hot  into  her  beak-head,  w^ich  we  faw  not  becaufe  of  the  £ulj» 
f<  till  it  had  burnt  a  hole  in  the  rofe  as  big  as  a  man's  head  ;  the 
*'  arrow  falling  out,  and  driving  along  by  the  ihip'^  fide,  made 
*'  us  doubt  of  it,  which  after  we  difcovered." 

In  1 596  he  commanded  in  chief  at  fea,  as  the  earl  of  B£Etx 
5lid  at  land,  the  forces  fent  againft  Spain,  and  was  at  very  great 
isxpence  in  providing  for  that  expedition.  His  prudence  and 
moderationji .  as  well  as  his  great  experience  and  reputation 
amongd  the  feamen  and  foldiersj  were  the  principal  caufes  of  the 
fuccefs  the  Englifl;  met  with  in  that  attempt,  and  his  condu& 
throughout  the  whole  was  fo  wife  and  fortunate,  that,  upon  his 
return  home,  tlie  queen,  on  the  aad  of  Oftober  the  fame  year, 
advanced  him  to  the  dignity  and  title  of  earl  of  Nottingham^ 
(being  defcended  from  the  family  of  Mowbray,  fome  of  wborn 
had  been  earls  of  that  county),  thereafons  whereof  are ^thns  in« 
ferted  in  his  patent ' : 

«  That,  by  the  viftory  obtained  anno  1588,  he  had  iecmed 
f'  the  kingdom  of  England  from  the  invaGorxof  Spain  and  other 
**  impending  dat^gers ;  and  did  alfo,  in  conjunction  with  oar  dear 
1<  CQMfin  Robert,  earl  of  EfTex,  feize  by  force  the  ifle,  and  the 
i'  ftrongly  fortified  city  of  Cadi;5,  in  the  fartheft  part  of  $pain  5 
«  and  did  likewife  entirely  rout  and  defeat  another  fleet  of  the 
«  king  of  Spain,  prepared  iii  that  po;ft  againft  this  kingdom." — 
An  honourable  preamble !  but  lefs  needful  in  that  reign  than  in 
any  other,  fmcc  i(  was  well  known,  that  Queen  Elifabeth  part- 
ed not  with  titles  till  they  veere  defervcd,  and  where  (he  knew 
the  public  voice  would  approve  her  favour,  as  in  this  cafe  it 
loudly  did  ;  for  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  on  his  firft  going  to  the 

s  Pat.  39  El:f.  p.  2, 
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houfe  of  pccrSj  was  received  vith  upufaal  marls  of  joys  fuQ^ 
pently  declaring  bow  worthy  the  beft  judges  efteemed  him  of 
his  new  dignity,  to  which  the  queen  added  alfo  another^  making 
him  lord  jui^ice  itinerant  of  all  the  foreft  fouth  of  Trept  for  life  % 

The  next  great  fervice  in  which  the  earl  of  Nottingham  was 
employed  was  in  1599,  when  the  ftate  was  again  in  very  great 
ffamger.  On  the  one  fide  the  Spaniards  feemed  to  meditate  a 
new  invafion,  and  fome  conceived  they  were  on  the  very  point 
of  eiLecuting  it,  having  afiembled  a  great  fleet  at  the  Groyne,  oq 
board  which  many  Englifli  fugitives  were  directed  to  repair. 
On  the  other  the  earl  of  Eflex,  who  was  then  lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  a€|ed  in  a  ftran^e  manner,  treating  witl^  the  rebels  ht 
Fss  fent  to  reduce,  and  forming,  as  it  was  believed,  fomedeligns 
pf  employing  the  troops,  with  the  command  of  which  he  was 
intrufted  by  the  queen,  to  the  difturbance  of  her  government. 
Her  majefty^  who  always  placed  her  fafety  in  bdng  too  quick 
tor  her  enemies,  iflbed  her  orders  to  the  city  of  London  to  fiir* 
nifli  immediately  fiztecn  fliip^  fox  the  reinforcement  of  the  navy, 
^nd  fix  thQufand  men  for  her  fervice  by  land.  The  like  direc-* 
lions  being  fent  into  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  fuch  a  fleet  and 
fuch  an  army  were  dr^iwn  together  ip  a  fortnight's  fpace,  as  took 
away  all  hopes,  indeed  all  ihadow  of  fuccels  from  foreign  and 
domeftic  enemies  ;  and,  to  (hew  the  confidence  (he  had  in  the 
admiral's  fidelity  and  capacity,  (he  was  pleafed  to  repo(e  in  him 
the  fole  and  fuprei^e  command  both  of  fleet  and  army,  with  the 
high  and  very  unufual  title  of  Lord-li^utbnamt-genbkal 
Qip  ALL  E^GLAHn,  an  office  fcarcc  known  to  former,  never 
revived  in  fucceedine  times,  and  which  he  held  with  almoft  re« 
gal  authority  for  the  fpac^  of  fix  weeks,  being  (bmetimes  with 
the  fleet  in  the  Dowqs,  and  fometimes  on  (hore  whh  the  forces". 

The  unfortunate  earl  of  Eflex,  having  taken  a  fudden  refolu- 
tion  to  leave  his  command  in  Ireland,  and  return  to  England, 
the  queen  thought  fit  to  puni/h  this  dangerous  contempt  with  a 
Ihort  reftraint,  and  afterwards  feemed  inclined  to  have  received 
him  again  into  favour.  But  he,  cither  hurried  on  by  his  owa 
ra(h  difpofition,  or  inAigated  thereto  by  (bme  defperate  perfiMia 
about  him,  attempted  to  raife  a  force  fuiEcient  to  have  compelled 

t  Pat.  39  Ear.  p.  t.  u  Camden,  annal.  p.  794*  Scowt'i  aoaali*  f.  yyt*^ 
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the  queen  to  do  what  he  thought  expedient.  Upon  his  failing 
in  this  wild  and  ilUconeerted  proje£t»  he  retired  with  fuch  as 
were  about  him  to  Efliex-houfein  the  Strand,  where  he  fortified 
himfelfy  and  confined  the  chancellor,  the  chief  juftice  of  £ng* 
land,  and  other  privy  counfellors  fent  by  the  queen  to  inquire 
into  the  grievances  which  had  driven  him  to  this  rebellious  vio^ 
lence,  as  he  pretended.  This  was  on  the  8th  of  February,  i6ooa 
when  the  queen  faw  herfelf  (in  the  decline  of  her  life,  and  after 
ihe  had  triumphed  over  all  her  foreign  foes,  in  the  utmoft  peril 
firom  an  afliiming  favourite,  who  owed  all  his  credit  to  her  kind- 
neis,  and  who  had  thus  excited  a  dangerous  fedition  in  her  ca- 
pital)  on  the  point  of  being  imprifoned  or  depofed.  In  this  pe« 
rilous  fituation  fhe  had  recourfe  to  the  loyalty  of  her  people,  and 
to  the  courage  and  condu£l  of  her  nobility,  giving  the  command 
of  all  to  the  lord-admiral,  who,  fhe  often  faid,  was  born  to 

8BRVE  AND  TO  SAVE  HIS  COUNTRY. 

He  performed  on  this  occafion,  as  on  all  others,  the  utmoft 
the  queen  could  tupcGt ;  for  he  in  a  few  hours  reduced  the  earl 
of  Eflex,  after  a  romantic  fally  into  the  city,  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that 
he  was  content  to  yield  himfclf  a  prifoner  \  and,  when  he  had 
fo  done,  the  lord  high-admiral  treated  him  with  all  the  lenity 
and  kindncfs  poffible'^.  The  fame  year  the  admiral  was  appoint- 
ed one  of  the  commii&oners  for  executing  the  office  of  earl<* 
marfhalof  England';  and  to  him,  upon  her  death-bed,  the 
queen  was  pleafcd  to  declare  her  royal  intention,  as  to  the  fuc^ 
ceilion,  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Scots^ 

Upon  the  acceflion  of  King  James,  he  not  only  retained  his 
great  office,  and  was  honoured  with  a  large  (hare  of  chat  prince's 
confidence,  but  was  likewife  the  perfon  of  whom  he  made  choice 
to  officiate  as  lord  high-fteward  at  the  ceremony  of  the  corona- 
tion '•  Soon  after  this  he  was  named  ambafiador  to  the  court 
of  Spain,  for  the  conclufion  of  a  Arid  intercourfe  of  friendfhip 
with  that  crown,  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  made  at  London  the 
1 8th  of  Auguft,  1604,  wherein  alfo  his  iordihip  bad  been  an 
aQing  comroiffioner.  It  was  very  requifite,  that  much  fhte 
ihould  be  kept  up  in  this  embaiTy,  and  therefore  the  earl  of 

^  Stowe,  Speed,  Camden,  Oldys's  life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  ^  Pat.  44 

t.WC.  p.  14.  in  dorfo.  7  Camden,  vol.  Hi.  p.  9t&.     Dr.  Birch'i  memoirf 

•r  queen  Elifabeth,  vol.  «.  p.  507,  508*  »  Pat.  i.  Jac.  t  p.  18. 

Nottingham 


CHARLES    HOWARD.  39^1 

Nottingham  was  appointed  with  general  approhatioHf  not  as  a 
man  of  very  great  fortune,  but  from  the  known  generoiity  of 
bis  temper,  and  the  number  of  his  dependents,  who  at  their  own 
charge  were  content  to  accompany  him  in  this  voyage.  Accor- 
dingly he  fet  out  for  Spain  with  a  retinue  wherein  were  fix  peers 
and  fifty  knightsf,  and  for  the  fupport  of  this  great  train  he  bad 
an  appointment  of  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  which  fell,  however, 
yery  far  ihort  of  his  expences.  During  the  time  th^t  herefided 
at  the  court  of  King  Philip  III.  be  was  treated  with  the  utmoft 
deference  and  refpcA,  maintained,  with  the  univerfal  applaufe^ 
and  to  the  admiration  of  the  Spaniards,  his  dignity,  and  did  the 
higheft  honour  to  the  nation.  At  his  departure  the  king  of  Spain 
made  him  prefents  which  ampunted  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds*. 

On  his  return  he  was  not  fo  well  received  at  court  as  he  had 
reafon  to  expeA,  which  was  by  no  means  owing  to  hb  ill  con« 
du€tt  or  the  mutable  temper  of  the  king  himfelf,  being  injured, 
and  his  mafter  abufed,  by  falfe  reports,  that  the  admiral,  while 
in  Spain,  had  affumed  more  ftate,  and  zdted  with  leis  precau- 
tion, than  became  him  \  However,  he  quickly  recovered  his 
mailer's  good  graces,  attended  on  the  Lady  Elifabeth  when  (he 
was  married  to  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  afterwards  efcorted  her 
with  a  fquadron  of  the  royal  navy  to  Flufhing^.  This  was  the 
laft  fervice  he  did  his  country  in  that  capacity ;  for,  being  now 
grown  yery  old  and  infirm,  it  was  thought  expedient  that  he 
fhould  refign  his  ofiice  to  the  new  favourite  Villicrs,  at  that  time 
earl,  and  afterwards  duke  of  Buckingham. 

Some  of  the  memoir-writers  of  thofe  days  treat  this  matter  in 
a  way  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  king's  memory,  difgraceful  to 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  not  much  for  the  reputation  of  the 
earl  of  Nottingham.  The  fum  of  their  accounts  amount  to  this : 
The  good  old  earl  after  fo  many  and  fo  great  fervices,  when  in 
a  manner  bedrid,  was  forced,  through  the  ambition  of  Bucking- 
ham, to  refign  his  officeof  admiral,  whkh  he  did  very  unwilling- 
ly. At  the  fame  time  it  coft  the  king  dear,  who  was  obliged  to 
make  that  earl  a  recompence.  But  that,  after  all,  he  infifled 
upon  his  creature  Sir  Robert  Manfel,  being  made  vice-admiral 

*  See  the  id  Tolume  of  Wlnwood't  memorials,  p.  69*  ^  ll>t<l-  {>•  9't  9»- 
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for  life,  before  he  would  refigu;  and  thus,  fay  the]r»  iA  expS^ 
tienced  and  wife  officer  Was  removed  firom  a  pofl  of  the  faighcft 
importancei  to  make  way  for  a  high-fpirited  youth  unfit  for  fucH 
a  charge  ^. 

It  appears,  however,  upon  the  flri£lefl  inquiry^  and  due  coiu 
fideration  of  all  circumftances,  that  thefe  flories  arc  very  ill 
founded^  and  that  in  reality  the  tivl  of  Nottingham's  laying 
down  his  poft,  aftet*  he  had  enjoyed  it  with  great  honour  thirty^ 
two  years,  was  not  either  uneafy  to  himfelf,  or  capable  of  fixing 
any  difgrace  on  his  mafter.  The  propofition  came  firft  from 
himfelfi  without  any  participation  of  Buckingham,  or  fo  much  as 
his  knowledge,  and  was,  on  account  of  his  age  and  infirmities^ 
Very  eafily  agreed  to.  His  cflate  was  not  great,  and  he  had 
lately  married  a  young  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  carl  of  Murray^ 
for  whom  he  was  defirons  of  proridihg^  as  well  as  for  he* 
children4  The  terms,  therefore,  on  which  he  confented  to  ref- 
fign j  were  thefe )  that  a  debt  of  eighteen  hundred  pounds  du6 
from  him  to  the  crown  (hould  be  remitted  ^,  that  he  fhould  have 
an  annual  p^nfion  of  a  thouland  pounds f,  and  that^  as  earl  of 
Nottingham^  he  fhould  take  plac^  in  the  houfe  according  to  the 
defcent  of  his  anceflors,  fd  created  by  Richard  lit  and  not  as  al 
new-made  peer  «. 

Thefe  points  were  quickly  adjufted.  Thd  dukt  went  in  pcr- 
fon  to  fee  him,  and  to  return  him  thanks  for  refigning  in  his  fa^ 
Vour,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  made  the  young  countefs  a  pre* 
fent  of  three  thoufand  pounds.  He  carried  alfo  his  refpe£l  td 
this  venerable  old  man,  eVer  after  as  far  as  it  was  poffible,  cal- 
ling him  always  Fathe&,  and  bending  his  knee  whenever  h^ 
approached  him.  Befides  all  this^  Sir  Robert  Manfel,  who  ha<l 
been  ever  a  dependent  on,  and  was  once  the  earl  of  Notting^ 
ham's  menial  fervant,  but  then  vice^dmiral  during  pleafure,  b^ 
the  intereft  of  the  duke,  had  that  office  confirmed  to  him  for  life 

d  The  coutc  and  charaAer  of  king  Jamei  by  Sir  A.  "W.  L  c.  Sir  Anthony 
IVeldon;  London,  1650,  xam«.  p.  193,  i%^  ^  Camden's  tnnalf  of  JLing 

James  in  Bidiop  Rennet's  complete  hiflory,  vol.  ii.  p.  651,  653.  Sir  WUUainl 
l>ugdale*s  baronage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  x79*  Crawford's  peerage  of  Scotland^  p.  360* 
f  Auf icus  Cot^utnariz  in  anfwer  to  the  court  and  character  of  King  James ;  Loa* 
doff,  ttfso,  limo.  p.  160.  This  by  fome  is  afcribed  to  i>r.  Ododlnani  bifhop  <ff 
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Sy  jpatent,  wbicli  bis  old  maftdr  took  fo  Lindlf,  diatf  aged  and 
indrm  as  he  was;  he  made  Buckingham  a  Vifit  to  return  him 
thaii&B^.  ta  reference  to  the  publk;  the  king  was  (b  much 
aware  of  what  might  be  faid  upon  this  change,  tliat  he  appoint- 
ed the  fttarquis  of  Buckihgb^m  in  quality  of  lord  faigh*adiniral^ 
a  eoopcil  compofed  of  pcrfoos  of  rank;  and  who  were  fcrtcBdj 
Verfed  in  nxnl  afiairs,  without  wbofe  advice  he  iras  to  do  no- 
thing miitertal»  and  bj  whofe  advice  and  affiftance  he  aAuaUy 
made  a  great  reform;  brihgiog  the  ohliaary  elpence  of  die 
fleet  from  fifty-four  thbufand  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds^  an^ 
nuin^  ^tefiy  by  his  iotereft  in  procuring  e^e£lual  funcb  to  be 
affigned  for  this  rcrvice  <•  On  the  whole;  therefore,  there  feemt 
to  be  nothing  in  the  leaft  diflionourable  in  this  tranfaAion,  for 
4ftU  ihurties  were  feirved^  and  all  feem  to  have  been  contend 
What  is  ifaid  CO  the  contrary  ftows  evidently  from  a  defire  of 
prejttdioing  the  world  againft  the  memories  of  men,  from  fuf- 
tnifes  and  oonje^res^  a  method  of  all  others  the  moft  deftruc- 
tive  of  the  drue  end  and  frtiit  of  hiftory,  which  ought  to  difco- 
i^er  the  truth,  and  inftriift  thereby  fuch  as  pcrufe  it. 

The  remaming  years  of  his  life  were  fpent  by  the  earl  of 
Nottingham  iii  honourable  eafe  and  retirement,  to  the  time  of 
liis  deceafe,  which  happened  on  the  14th  of  December,  1624, 
When  he  Was  eighty-eight  years  old  K  He  was  a  perfon  ea^ 
^emcly  giracefid  in  his  appearance,  of  a  jnft  and  honeft  difpo- 
Ctionj  incajpabie  either  of  doing  bad  things,  or  feeing  them 
ilbne  without  eapofing  them.  His  fteady  loyalty  to  the  crown 
^referved  his  reputation  onflained,  and  his  fortune  unhurt,  when 
Ae  reft  of  hb  family  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  >.  Queen  £li- 
iEAeth  knew  and  valued  his  integrity,  and  preferred  his  candour 
\o  the  policy  oF  fome  of  her  greateft  favourites.  She  had  a 
)^articular  felicity  in  iiiiting.  men's  employments  to  their  capaci- 
ties ;  and  this  never  appeared  more  clearly  than  on  thofe  occa- 
(ions,  wherein  (he  made  choice  of  this  nobleman,  whofe  cou- 

^  Anlicnt  Goqniiuric,  p.  170.  i  Robert!  John(!oni,  rerun  Britasnira* 

rum  Hifloriae,  Hb.  XTiii.  p.  Sanderfon't  biftory  of  King  Junes  I.  p.  489. 
Raihworth's  coUcAiont,  vol.  i.  p.  307,  378,  379,  ^  From  a  MS.  cauiogut 

•f  oobilitx  deceafed,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  ^  Camdeo,    Sir  Rvb. 

NaanCMi  in  bis  fragmeou  regalia,  Lloyd*s  flaCe  worchies,  p,  751. 
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rage  no  danger  could  daunt,  whofe  fidelity  no  temptadlon  cooU 
impeach,  much  lefs  corrupt. 

In  public  employments  he  aSe&ed  magnificence,  as  much  as 
he  did  hofpitality  In  private  life,  keeping  feven  ftanding  faoufes, 
as  Dr.  Fuller  phrafiss  it,  at  once*".     It  is  true,  we  meet  with 
oppdite  accounts  of  this  lord,  his  charadler  and  oondud,  espe- 
cially ia  the  latter  part  of  his  life';  but  as  thefe  are  only  in  pri- 
Tate  letters,  written  by  one  apparently  prejudiced  againft  him  of 
trhom  be  ipeaks;  and  as  the  rough  foldier-like  beha¥iour  of 
Elifabeth's  afUve  times,  fuited  little  with  the  ftifi^and  folemn  air 
of  the  ftatefmen  in  King  James's  court,  we  need  not  wonder, 
that  among  thefe  the  earl  of  Nottingham  met  with  ibme  detract 
tors".     His  a£lions  are  fuificient  to  filence  envy,  and  to  deftroy 
the  credit  of  malicious  cenfures.     He  who  beat  the  Spanifh  ar- 
mada, equipped  a  fleet  fufficient  to  aflert  the  fbvereignty  of  the 
fca  in  a  fortnight's  time,  and  by  his  prelence  alone  diipirited  the 
carl  of  Efiex's  adherents,  muft  have  been  a  very  extraordinary 
man ;  though  we  fliould  grant  his  enemies,  that  he  was  not  very 
learned,  exprefied  himfelf  a  little  bluntly,  and,  though  a  perfoB 
of  fo  high  quality,  bad  little  or  no  tin&ure  of  thofe  arts  which, 
though  they  are  peculiar,  do  no  great  honour  to  a  court* 

I  have  inferted  his  hiftory  here,  becaufe,  though  he  died  in 
the  reign  of  King  James,  he  fpent  his  life  in  the  fervice  of 
Queen  Elifabeth.  He  was,  indeed,  the  king's  amba&dor  ia 
Spain,  but  as  he  is  celebrated  for  being  an  able  admiral,  rather 
than  a  great  ftatefman,  I  thought  it  but  juft  to  infcrt  his  me- 
moirs where  they  might  do  his  memory  moft  honour.  For  the 
fame  reafon  I  refer  thofe  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  to  the  fucceed^ 
ing  reign,  becaufe  the  lafl:  aAion  of  his  life,  and  that  which  led 
to  bis  unfortunate  death,  fell  out  under  King  James.  But  it  is 
time  to  refume  the  thread  of  our  difcourfe^  and  to  proceed  to 
an  account  of 


n»  Englifh  worthies,  Surrey,  p.  ^4.  "  The  retd^r  wfl!  fUd  efkoo^h  of 

rliis  in  «  letter  of  the  earl  of  KTorthtfrnpton  to  Sir  Charles  CsmwalHi,  ambtfli* 
dor  in  Spaio.    Win  wood's  memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  91. 

Sir 
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Sir  HUMPHRY  GILBERT,  knight,  zn  eminent 
featnan,  and  great  difcoverer. 

THIS  gentleman  was  defcended  from  a  very  ancient  and  bcw 
nourable  family  in  Devonfhire,  fcated  there  at  leaft  as 
€arly>  and»  if  fome  writers  are  to  be  credited,  even  before  the 
conqueft®*  His  father's  name  was  Otho  Gilbert,  of  Greenway» 
Efqi  his  mother,  Catherine  daughter  of  Sir  Philip  Champemon^ 
of  Modfoury,  in  the  fame  county,  who  afterwards  miinried 
Walter  Raleigh  of  Fardel,  £fq;  and  by  him  was  mother  to  the 
famous  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  half-brother  to  the  gentleman  of 
n^hom  we  are  now  writing  K  He  was  but  a  fecond  fon,  though 
his  father,  having  a  good  eftate,  left  him  a  confiderable  fortune. 

It  was  to  his  mother's  care  that  he  owed  an  excellent  educa*-- 
lion,  firft  at  Eaton,  afterwards  at  Oxford,  which  enabled  him 
to  make  the  figure  he  did  in  the  world,  and  to  diftinguifh  him«- 
felf  in  an  age  fruitful  of  great  men  "i.  He  was  as  fortunate  in 
an  aunt  as  in  a  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine  Afbly,  who  attended 
on  the  perfon,  and  was  much  in  the  favour  of  Queen  Elifabeth^ 
She  introduced  him  to  that  princefs  while  a  boy,  and  the  queen 
being  much  pleafed  with  his  courtly  behaviour,  love  of  learni' 
ing,  and  generous  difpoGtion,  recommended  him  to  Sir  Henry 
Sidney  as  a  youth  of  merit*  His  genius  naturally  led  him  to  the 
fludy  of  cofmography,  navigation,  and  the  art  of  war,  which 
be  improved  by  a  diligent  application,  as  well  as  by  continual 
practice ;  fiir  he  with  great  courage  expofed  his  perfon  early  iu 
the  fervice  of  bis  country,  and  acquired  a  very  juft  reputation 
from  his  a£Uons,  before  he  entered  upon  any,  of  his  great  pro* 
jcfts'. 

The  firft  place  wherein  he  was  diftlnguiihed  for  his  ripe  judge- 
ment, as  well  as  for  his  daring  fpirit,  was  in  the  expedition  to 
Newhaven,  wherein  he  behaved  with  fo  much  prudence,  and 
his  various  attempts  were  attended  with  fb  gre;it  fuccefs,  that 

**  Conc^ion  of  «rms,  &c*  of  the  incient  fatnilies  in  Devon  (hire,  by  Sir  J. 
Northcotc,  Bart.  MS.  P  Sir  William  dole's  dcfcripiioo  of  DcvonflxijFe, 

%  Rildon*s  farvey  of  Devon  (hire,  vol.  i.  p.  ist,  171.     Fuller*s  worthies,  1>C' 
vort.  p.  »6o.  «"  Supply  of  Iriih  chronictet  by  Hx;kcr,  p.  131.     Fitlicr's 

worthies  in  Devon,  p.  %6j. 

3  E  ^  though 
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though  then  but  a  young  m^n,  he  was  much  confidec^^dy  ^^ 
raifed  high  expe£|atipns  in  ail  who  t^new  him.  In  fereral  ca(- 
peditions  undertake^  in  thpfe  troublcfome  timeSy  he  added  to 
bis  fortune  as  well  as  to  bisianie ;  and  beiqg  always  reacly9  botl^ 
in  difcourie  apd  with  his  pen,  to  render  a  reafon  for  bis  ow^ 
€ondu£l,  and  to  apologize  for  others,  be  came  to  be  confideredt 
by  fome  of  the  mpft  eminent  perfons  in  th<s  courf  of  Qgeei^ 
Elifabethy  as  one  capable  of  doing  his  country  great  (crvicep 
particularly  in  Ireland,  where  men  of  true  abilities  w<ie  miidi 
iiranted*.  Their  conceptions  concurring  with  Mr.  Gilbert's 
yiewsy  and  with  that  ambitipn  of  making  himfelf  known  bj 
great  atchieyements^  which  was  the  iiiling  paffion  of  his  noble 
mind,  he  accepted  the  offers  that  were  inade  him,  and  paffing 
over  into  that  ifland,  became  prefident  of  Munfter,  where  b^ 
performed  great  things  with  a  handful  of  men,  and  became 
more  dreaded  by  the  Iriih,  than  s^ny  Englifbman  emptoyed  in 
that  feryice. 

By  his  Induf^  and  addrefs,  he  compofed  the  ^rs  latied  bf 
fhe  Mac  Csirt hies,  and  by  his  valour  and  a£^ivity  drpte  tb^ 
JButlers  out  of  his  province,  when  they  fwervedl  from  their  doty. 
He  likewife  forced  James  Fitz-Morrice,  the  ^eateft  capcaiii 
amongft  the  Iriih,  to  abandon  his  country  %  and  feck  for  fafetf 
abroad,  and  performed  many  other  things  in  conjun^on  with 
his  brother  Sir  Waltet  Raleigh,  which  would  well  deierve  to 
be  recorded  here,  if  the  limits'  of  this  work  w.opld  permiti  or. 
if  they  fell  in  with  my  deiign :  but  as  we  mention  him  only  as 
a  feaman,  it  will  be  unQecefiary  to  dwell  on  fuch  a^ons  of  his 
iife  as  have  no  relation  to  that  cbaradler ;  and  therefore  let  os 
kaften  to  the  propofals  he  made  for  difcovering  a  pafiage  by  the. 
north  to  the  Indies,  in  which  he  laboured  as  rationally  and  as 
afliduoufly,  though  at  the  fame  time  as  unfuccefsfuUy,  as  any 
man  in  the  age  in  which  he  Uve4* 

It  is  not  very  ck^r,  whether  this  gentleman  had  acquired  the 
honour  of  knighthood  before  his  return  out  of  Ireland  or  not ; 


*  Srowr,  p.  Sri-    Sidney  papers*  vol.  i.  p.  aS.  <  Cam^eii,  Tot.  i. 

jf).  19^,  199.    Sulacy  papers,  vol,  i.  p.  35,  38,  zy.    Cox*s  biflorjr  of  IrcUn4» 
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Ihore  are  authoritka  <m  both  fides  <> ;  bat  I  incline  to  thinks  tht| 
lie  reoeiYcd  ttutt  bc(Qpiir  frpm  Sir  lienry  Sidoey,  deputy  of 
][rel4nd»  aiiottt  tbe  ye^r  15709  and  that  he  did  nof  come  over 
fa  Kiglaad  till  (biqe  ye^rs  aftenf arcU  ^.  The  firft  difcoverj  be 
if^^^r  both  of  hi^  ^ow^edge  and  of  his  intentions,  was  in  bif 
^qpnrfe  to  prove  xbM  there  is  a  north-weft  paflage  to  the  Eaft 
fadieSi  tihi^h  iras  ^r^  pfin^ed  in  th^  year  15769  thotigh  |  con« 
f  ^ye  it  was  imtim  fiyne  time  before  ^ 

It  is  a  1^  pVuBi  mcthodicaU  a^d  judicious  pi<ce;  and  at 
f be  <sIofe  of  it  thqr^  \^  ^^  account  of  another  tceatife  of  naviga- 
$1011  which  he  had  written  and  intended  to  puUi(h»  and  whicli 
la  now  probabl]^  lo^.  The  4<fign  of  this  difcourfe  was,  to  ex» 
^te  a  fpirit  of  difcovery  in  bis  countrymen»  and  to  facilitate  a 
(l^il  he  ba^  formed  for  planting  unknown  countries,  as  wdl 
af  for  the  difcov^  of  the  north-weft  paflagC)  for  that  he  ftiU 
had  this,  aaoong  other  proje^  in  view,  is  plain  from  the  let* 
fcrs-patent  gi:anted  to  bis  brother  Adrian  Qtlbert,  in  1583* 
t^ar  the  prefent,  however,  be  adhered  to  his  (iefign  of  planting, 
and  with  that  view  procured  from  the  queen  an  ample  patent, 
4aced  at  W^ftminfter,  June  ii,  f578,  wherein  he  had  full 
powers  given  \kim  to  undertake  the  weftern  difcQvery  of  Ame«* 
rica,  and  to  inhabit  ^n4  poflels  any  lands  hitherto  unfettled  by 
phrii^aq  princes  or  their  fubjefbi". 

Immediately  oq  the  procuring  thefe  letters-patent.  Sir  Hum- 
phry  appUed  himfelf  to  the  procuring  aflbciates  in  fo  great  aa 
undertaking,  wbereio  at  &xf\  he  feemed  to  be  highly  fuccefsful^ 
his  repuutioq  for  knowledge  being  very  great,  and  his  credit  as 
a  commander  thoroughly  eftabliihed ;  yet,  when  the  project 
came  tq  be  e^ecutedy  many  departe.d  from  their  agreements^ 
and  others,  even  after  the  fleet  was  prepared,  feparated  them* 
felvcsi  and  chofe  to  run  their  own  fbrtuqes  in  their  own  way*, 
Thelc  misfortunes,  however,  did  not  deter  Sir  Humphry  ' 

V  Prince's  worthict  of  Qeyonfliire,  wbernn  he  6r(l  placet  hit  koighthood, 
A.  D.  1570,  afterwards  1577  i  ^"^  in  both  aileni  from  Sir  WiHiam  Pole*t  MS. 
rhtt  it  was  cooferred  by  Qneeo  Eliiabcth,  P*  3>7>  ^  Supplf  of  Iri(k 

ckronielet  by  Hooker,  p.  i3».  >  This  treatife  is  ftili  preferred  in 

Haklayt's  voya^s,  irol.  iii.  p.  iii  J  This  patent  is  alfo  extant  ia 

Hak!«yc,  vol.  iii.  p.  135.  *  See  Mr.  Hayes's  account  in  HakJayt, 

▼ot.  iii.  p.  145;.  Holinsfksd,  ToL  ii.  p.  1.369.  Ri£loD*s  fvrvey  of  Deroo. 
Viil.  11.  p.  103. 

from 
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from  profecuting  his  fcheme,  in  which  alfo  he  was  fixonded  bj 
his  brother  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^  and  a  few  other  friends,  cf 
unfhakcn  refolution.  With  thefe  he  failed  to  Newftmndbuid, 
where  he  continued  but  a  fhort  ttme^  add  being  then  compelled 
to  return,  he  in  his  paiTage  home  met  with  fome  Spani(h  vcT- 
felsi  from  whom  he  cleared  himfelf  with  great  difficulty.  This 
feems  to  have  been  in  the  fummer  of  1578 ;  but  we  have  a  very 
dark  account  of  it,  without  dates  or  circumftances,  frzrtber 
than  thofe  which  have  be*n  abrcady  given  ••  Tet  his  mifcar- 
riage  in  this  firft  undertakings  was  far  from  difconraging  him  ; 
for  after  his  return  he  went  on  as  chearfuUy  as  he  had  done 
before,  in  procuring  freih  affiftance  for  compleating  what  he 
intended,  and  for  promoting  Chriftian  knowledge,  by  the 
means  of  Englifh  fetdements  in  undifcovered  lands.  This  con- 
duct fufficiently  ihewedj  not  only  the  fteadinefi  of  his  cou- 
rage, but  the  extent  of  his  credit,  6nce  after  fuch  a  difap- 
{)ointment,  another  commander  would  fcarce  have  found  any 
adventurers  to  join  with  him ;  which)  however,  was  not  his 
cafe*>. 

One  thing  which  haftened  his  fecond  expedition  was  this, 
that  though  the  grant  in  his  patent  was  perpctuali  yet  thers 
was  a  claufe  in  it  by  which  it  was  declared  void,  in  cafe  no  pof. 
feffion  was  actually  taken  within  the  fpace  of  fix  years.  This 
term  drawing  to  a  clofc,  Sir  Humphry  in  the  faring  of  the 
year  1563,  haftened  his  friends  in  their  preparations,  fo  as  by 
the  firft  of  June  his  little  fleet  was  in  readinefs  to  fail.  It  con- 
Cfled  of  five  fhips.  I.  The  Delight,  of  the  burden  of  120 
tons,  admiral,  in  which  wept  the  general  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert, 
and  under  him  captain  William  Winter.  11.  The  bark  Raleigh, 
a  flout  new  fhip  of  200  tons,  vice-admiral,  built,  manned,'  and 
viAualled  at  the  expcnce  of  Sir  Walter,  then  Mr.  Raleigh, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Butler.  III.  The  Golden 
Hind,  of  40  tons,  rear-admiral,  commanded  by  captain  Ed- 
ward Hayes,  who  was  alfo  her  owner.  IV.  The  Swallow,  of 
the  like  burden,  commanded  by  captain  Maurice  Brown.  V.  The 

*  Sec  the  life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  by  Mr,  Oldys,  p.  13.  '^  Af 

appears  by  Sir  George  Pcckham*s  relation  o£  Sir  Humphry*«  Toyage.  Haklujt, 
vol.  iii.  p.  165. 

Squirrel, 
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Squirrel}  of  the  tmrden  only  of  lo  tons,  under  die  command  of 
captain  William  Andrews  *• 

Tbey  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  eleventh  of  June^  and  on 
the  thirteenth  the  bark  Raleigh  returnedi  the  captain  and  moft 
of  thofe  on  board  her  falling  fick  of  a  contagious  diftemper. 
On  the  30th  of  the  fame  month,  the  reft  of  the  fleet  had  fight' 
of  Newfoundland.  On  the  third  of  Auguft  they  landed,  the 
general  read  his  commiffion,  which  was  fubmitted  to  by  all  the 
Englifli  veflels  upon  the  coaft;  and  on  the  fifth  he  took  pofle£- 
fion  of  the  harbour  of  St.  John,  in  the  name  of  the  queen  of 
England,  and  granted,  as  her  patentee,  certain  leafes  unto  fuch 
as  were  willing  to  take  them.  At  the  &me  time  a  difcovery 
was  made  of  a  very  rich  filver  mine,  by  one  Daniel,  a  Saxon, 
an  able  miner,  brought  by  the  general  for  that  purpofe**. 

Sir  Humphry  now  inclined  to  put  to  fea  again,  in  order  to 
make  the  beft  ufe  of  his  time  in  difcovering  as  far  as  poflible ; 
and  having  fent  home  the  Swallow,  with  fuch  as  were  fick,  or 
difcouraged  with  the  hardihips  they  had  already  undergone,  he 
left  the  harbour  of  St.  John's  in  47  degrees  40  minutes,  N.  L. 
on  the  2orh  of  Auguft,  himfelf  in  the  fmall  floop  called  the 
Squirrel,  foecaufe  being  light,  ihe  was  the  fitter  for  entering  all 
creeks  and  harbours;  captain  Brown  in  the  Delight,  and  cap- 
tain Hayes  in  the  Golden  Hind.  On  the  27th,  they  found 
themfelves  in  latitude  of  45  degrees ;  and  though  the  weather 
was  fiur,  and  in  all  appearance  like  to  continue  fo,  yet  on  the 
19th  of  Auguft,  in  the  evening  a  fudden  ftorm  arofe,  wheroi- 
in  the  Delight  was  loft,  twelve  men  only  efcaping  in  her  boat. 
This  was  a  fatal  blow  to  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  not  only  with 
xefpeA  to  the  value  of  the  fhip,  and  the  lives  of  the  men,  but 
alfo  in  regard  to  his  future  hopes,  for  in  her  he  loft  his  SaXon 
miner,  and  with  him  the  filver  ore  which  had  been  dug  in  New-r 
foundland,  and  of  which  he  was  fo  confident,  as  to  tell  fome 
of  hb  friends,  that  upon  the  credit  of  that  mine,  he  doubted 
,jiot  to  borrow  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  the  queen  for  his  next 
voyage*. 

«  Rifdo«'i  fanrey  of  Devon,  vol.  H.  p.  »os,  %o6.  Narborotigh*i  voya^, 
edtt.  171 1,  p.  X3«  Dr.  Birch*s  memoirs  of  <^eea  Elirabcth,  vol.  i.  p.  34. 
d  Mr.  Hayes's  accottat  of  Sir  Humpkry*s  voyage  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iit.  p.  154* 
«  Ibid.  p.  155. 

On 


i^bli  M  £  Mb  I  ks    b«: 

On  the  fecxmd  of  1Se{iiteiiiber  he  ^vent  xia  itottA  tke  Gdtd^i 
Hind,  in  order  to  hsive  his  foot  drefled,  irUch  hj  accident  be 
tiad  hurt  in  treading  <m  a  nail.  He  remained  on  board  all  day, 
tad  thofe  who  were  in  that  veJ9el  did  all  tliat  wfts  in  their 
po'^er  to  perifaade  him  to  make  his  voyage  bome  in  her,  whidi 
lie  abfolutely  refufed  to  do^  affirtHtng,  that  he  wotild  sever 
^efert  his  bark  and  his  little  crew,  with  whom  he  had  e&aped 
To  many  dangers.  A  generdos  but  fatal  refolution!  for  the 
.^eflel>  being  tOQ  fmall  to  refift  the  fwell  of  diofe  tempeftuon^ 
leas,  about  midnight  on  the  ninth  of  Sqptcmber,  was  {WaUcmed 
up,  and  never  fecn  more  '.  In  the  evening,  wbcA  they  wcipc  in 
great  danger,  Sir  Humphry  was  feen  fitting  in  the  ftern  of  the 
bark,  with  a  book  in  his  hand^  and  was  oftefn  heard  to  fay  with 
a  loud  voice,  *•  Courage,  my  lads!  We  are  as  near  heaven  al  fea 
^«  as  at  land>  Thus  he  died  like  a  Chrtftian  hero,  fuH  of 
hope,  ^8  having  the  tcftlmony  of  t  good  confcience.  Mr.  Ed- 
itard  JHayci,  inrho  accompanied  8Sr  liumphry  in  his  ird^age^ 
ted  whb  hath  kft  us  an  account  of  if,  affirms^  Aat  he  was  piiii- 
dpalJy  determined  to  his  fatftl  Heibhitiojn  of  failing  in  the  Squir- 
rel, by  a  malicious  report  that  had  been  fpread  of  his  being 
timorous  at  fea>.  If  fe^  it  api^ars  that  death  was  lefs  dread- 
ful to  hiin  than  Aiame ;  but  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  &  wife  t 
Ynan  could  be  wrought  lipoh  by  fo  l^e^k  attd  infignificant  a  re- 
fledtion. 

6^h  in%  the  fate  6f  Sir  HuMpkRT  GiL6£Rt!  one  of 
the  worthieft  men  of  that  age,  whether  we  regard  the  ftreifiigtH 
of  his  underRanding,  or  hiii  herdic  courage;  Some  farther  par- 
ticttlars  relatihg  to  hinl  I  might  hUve  added  from  Prince's  wor^ 
thies  of  Devon(hire;  but  that  I  ain  fufpicious  of  their  credit; 
And  the  more  fo,  becaufc  they  do  not  agree  ^ell  together;  be« 
fides  they  are  but  trivial,  and  my  defign  leads  me  to  take  notice 
vf  fljcb  only  as  concern  his  charadei^  K    The  teafoh  I  have 

given 

ir  Camdeni  anbatm,  toI.  U.  p.  401.  Ri/aon't  fiinrey,  vol.  H.  p.  aot.  Stove, 
p.  8ii.     fuller's  worthies  io  DeVon.  p.  %6t.  S  Haklaflff  yuy«£e», 

vol.  ill.  p.  159. 

>>  He  tcllt  us,  amon^ft  other  things,  that  the  queen  of  her  ptiticiriar  pacse, 
^ve  to  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert  a  golden  Anchor^  with  a  large  pearl  at  the  peak. 
If  this  were  true,  it  it  ftran^  that  in  the  prolix  accounts  we  h«ve  of  bis  .v«y- 
ages«  and  ia  the  Latin  poem  wtittCQ  CJcpceTsir  to  do  htm  honour  hy  Stqihen 

Pamicalns, 
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^vcA  hb  memoirs  a  place  here  is  this,  that  he  trad  in  i  toannet 
the  parent  of  all  our  plantations^  being  the  firft  who  intro* 
duced  a  legal  and  regulai^  method  of  fettling^  Without  which 
fuch  undertakings  muft  neceiTaHly  prove  unfuccefsful.  Befides, 
his  treatife  of  the  notth-weft  paflage  was  the  grouhd  6f  all  the 
ezpe£lations^  which  the  beft  feamen  had  for  manf  jrears,  of  ac- 
tually finding  fuch  a  route  to  the  Eaft  Indies  $  and  though  at 
prefent  we  knoi^  many  things  advanced  therein  to  be  falfe,  yet 
we  likewife  find  many  of  his  conjeAures  truci  and  all  of  them 
founded  in  reafon^  and  the  philotophy  thi^n  cdmitionly  received* 
I  fhall  conclude  my  account  of  him  by  tranfcribing  a  paflage 
which  he  aflirms  of  hb  own  knowledge^  ^nd  Which  I  judge 
Worthy  of  coufideration)  becaufe  fome  latet  acCoutats  bf  the 
Spanifli  miflionaries  in  California  affirm  the  fame  things 

<*  There  was^'*  fays  he>  <^  one  Salvaterrai  a  gentleman  of 
"  Viftoria  in  Spain,  that  came  by  chance  out  of  the  Weft  In- 
*'  di^s  into  Ireland,  anm  i^68>  Who  affirmed  the  north-weft 
^  paflage  from  us  to  Cataia,  conftantly  to  be  believed  in  Ame- 
*<  rica  navigable ;  and  further  fai(!,  in  the  prefence  of  JSir  Henry 
*<  Sidney  (then  lord-deputy  of  Irelatid)  in  my  hearing,  that  a 
*^  frier  of  Mexico,  called  Andrew  Urdaneta,  more  than  eight 
*<  years  before  his  then  coming  into  Ireland,  told  him^  that  he 
<<  came  firom  Mcr  del  Sur  into  Germany  through  this  north* 
<<  weft  paflage,  and  (hewed  Salvaterra  (at  that  time  being  then 
s<  with  him  in  Mexico}  a  fea^ard  made  by  his  own  experience 
**  and  travel  in  that  voyage,  wherein  vras  plainly  fet  down  and 
•^  defcribed  this  north-weft  paflage,  agreeing  in  all  points  with 
«*  Ortclitts^B  roapk  And  further,  this  frier  told  the  king  of 
<*  Portugal^  as  he  returned  by  that  country  homeward^  that 
«  there  was  (of  certainty)  fuch  a  paflage  north-weft  from  fing- 
<<  land,  and  that  he  meant  to  publifti  the  fame ;  which  don^ 
<<  the  king  moft  earneftly  defired  him  liot  in  any  wife  to  difdofe 
*'  or  make  the  paflage  known  to  any  nation  i  for  that  (faid  the 

t^anheotttf)  tn  HungaHaoj  who  icdompanicd  him  in  his  Ufl  Voytge,  the1%  lhoo!d 
be  no  mention  of  it,  Perbapi'he  bad  this  ciKumftaDce  from  ibme  fuch  anOio- 
rity  at  that  from  whence  he  took  Sir  Humphry'i  motto,  which  he  (ays  was« 
MiaiUm  morU  fuatik  mut^i  ;  whereas  Sir  Humphry  hlmleif  girei  It  thns,  Mut4ir€ 
^ei  timtyejperw.  Bat  that  the  former  was  the  family  motto  of  the  Gilberts  of 
Comptooy  ktid  al(b  of  the  Gilberts  of  Grecnway,  1  have  been  fioce  infor0e4. 
Wotthies  of  DcvoQ,  p.  316—319.    Hakluvt,  toL  iU,  p.  14. 

Vol.  I.  3  F  «  king) 
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^<  kii^)  if  Eoglaad  bad  knowledgB  and  €xperieiice  thereof,  k 
<<  wouM  groatlf  hinder  both  the  king  of  Spain  and  me.  This 
^  frier  {u  Salvaterra  rtpcffted)  was  tbe  greateft  difcoverer  hj 
H  fca  that  hath  beea  ia  ottr  age.  Alfii  Salvaterra,  being  per- 
<<  fiiaded  of  this  pafl^e  bj  the  frier  Urdaoeta,  and  bjr  the 
<<  coounoo  ofMnion  of  the  S|>aaiard8  uihabiting  America,  offer- 
<'  ed  moft  ^willingly  to  accompany  me  in  this  difcovery,  ^rhich 
^*  it  is  like  he  would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  Ac^  in  doobt 
♦f  thereof  I." 

It  is  true,  that  Sir  Williaai  Monfon  difcredits  this  retaticMi,  as 
he  endeavours  to  re&ite  all  the  reafons  that  have  been  offered 
to  fiq>port  the  opinion  of  a  pafiage  to  the  nortb-weft^i  yet  I 
meddle  not  with  the  difpute  bnt  with  the  faA,  which,  as  I  have 
faid,  is  confirmed  by  later  teftimonies  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Let 
us  now  proceed  to 

Sir  JCHIN  HAWKINS,  a  famous  admiral,  and  one 
vho  performed  many  great  fervices  againft  the  Spa- 
niards. 

THIS  gendeman  was  a  native  of  Dcvonfiitre  as  virell  as  the 
former,  and  defcended  alfo  of  a  good  family  $  his  £tther 
was  William  Hawkins,  £fq;  a  gentleman  of  a  confidcrable 
eftatej  his  mother^s  name  was  Joan  Tr^awny,  daughter  of 
William  Trelawny  of  the  county  of  Cornwall,  Efq,  Our  John 
Hawkins  was  tbeir  fecond  fon,  born  at  Plymouth  ■,  but  in  what 
year,  I  have  not  been  abk  to  find :  however,  from  circumftances 
we  may  gather  that  it  could  not  be  later  than  1520.  He  was 
•from  his  youth  addicted  to  navigation  and  the  ftudy  of  the  ma- 
thematics, as  indeed  were  all  his  family,  and  begto  very  early  to 
xarry  his  &ill  into  praAice,  by  making  feveral  voyages  to  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  the  Canaries,  which  were  in  diofe  days  extraor- 
dinary undertakings,  and  muft  have  given  him  much  naore  ex- 
perience than  almoft  any  of  his  contemporaries  ". 

>  Htkluyt,  vol.  iH.  p.  19.  k  Nafal  tnOt,  p.  4a8. 

1  Stove's  aiinali,  p.  807,    Prince's  worchiei  of  Pcroo*  p.  ^Sf. 

^  I  have  feen  a  catalogue  of  the  andenc  families  in  Devon,  amon^  wlioi9 
hU  has  a  place ;  aad  we  may  collea  from  circMnftances,  lltat  hli  faiher  was  a 
Seatlcman  of  conliderable  fortune^  as  is  iaid  above. 

Of 
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Of  theie  Wftga  we  have  no  particular  accoantj  any  more 
than  of  thofe  of  his  father  Mr.  William  Hawkins,  who  was  like- 
^rife  a  very  great  feaman,  and  the  firft  of  our  nation  who  made 
a  voyage  to  Brazil'*.  His  fon,  probably,  reaped  the  benefit  of 
his  obfervations ;  for  he  came  early  into  the  world  with  a  great 
reputation,  and  was  employed  by  Queen  Elifabeth  as  an  officer 
at  fea,  when  fome  who  were  afterwards  her  chief  commanders 
were  but  boys,  and  learned  the  (kill,  by  which  they  rofe^  6rom 
him. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  X5<S2,  he  formed  the  defign  of  hk 
firft  famous  vopge,  advantageous  to  hlmfelf  and  moft  of  his 
proprietors  i  but  much  more  fo  in  its  confequences  to  his  ooun« 
try.  In  fcveral  trips  to  the  Canaries,  where  by  his  tendemefs 
and  humanity  he  had  made  himfelf  much  beloved,  he  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  the  flavc-trade,  and  of  the  mighty  profit  ob- 
tained by  the  fale  of  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies.  After  due 
confideration  he  refolved  to  attempt  fomewhat  in  this  way,  and 
to  raife  a  fubfcription  amongft  his  friends  (the  greateft  traders  ia 
the  city  of  London)  for  opening  a  new  trade,  firft  to  Guinea 
for  (laves,  and  then  to  Hifpaniola,  St.  John,  de  Porto  Rico,  and 
other  Spanifti  iflands,  for  fugars,  hides,  filver,  i^^.  Upon  his 
reprefentation  of  the  affair,  Sir  Lionel  Ducket,  Sir  Thomas 
Lodge,  Sir  William  Winter,  Mr.  Bromfield,  and  Mr.  Gunfon» 
whofe  daughter  Mr.  Hawkins  married,  readily  joined  in  the 
undertaking  ^ 

At  their  expence  a  little  fleet  was  prepared,  compofed  of  the 
following  (hips:  the  Solomon,  of  the  burden  of  120  tons,  in 
which  went  Mr.  Hawkins  himfelf;  the  Swallow,  of  100  tons^ 
commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Hampton,  and  a  bark  of  40 
tons,  called  the  Jonas ;  on  board  of  which  there  were  about  100 
men  in  all.  Such  were  the  beginnings  of  Britain's  naval  power ! 
With  this  fquadron  he  failed  from  the  coaft  of  England  in  the 
month  of  0£bber,  1562,  and  in  his  courfe  firft  touched  at 
TeneriiFe,  failed  thence  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  where  having, 
by  force  or  purchafe,  acquired  three  hundred  negroe  fiaves, 
be  failed  diroSdj  to  Hifpaniola,  and  making  there  a  large  pro* 

a  HakhtfC,  toI.  ii.  p.  jio.  *  Patdut's  pii^iiiB»  vsl.  it.  p.  xii9* 

3  F  a  fits 
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fit,  he  returned  fafe  info  England  m  the  month  of  September 
1563  P. 

The  pa^t  ye^ir  he  made  ainotber  voyage  with  a  much  greater 
{brce>  himfelf  being  ip  the  Jefos  of  Lubeck,  ^  {hip  of  (ctcii 
hundred  (pns,  accompanied  hy  the  Solopop,  and  two  barks^ 
theTigef  ^pd  the  Swallow.  I}e  failed  frpm  Plymouth  the 
eighteenth  of  0£tqber,  1564s  proceeded  to  the  coaft  of  Gni* 
npii  ^d  thence  to  the  Spanifli  Weft  |ndie$,  where  he  forced  a 
trade  much  to  his  profit ;  and,  after  vifiting  the  port  of  the  Ha- 
Tannah,  came  homp  through  tl^e  Gulf  pf  Elorida,  arriytng  at 
Badftpwe  in  Cornwall,  pn  the  twentieth  of  September,  156;^ 
having  loft  hnt  twenty  perfons  in  the  whoje  voyage,  and  bring* 
ipg  with  him  a  |arge  cargo  of  very  ri^h  cpmmodifies^.  Hisikil^ 
apd  fuccefs  had  now  raifed  him  to  fuch  a  reputation,  that  Mr* 
Harvey,  then  Clarencieuz  king  at  arms,  granted  him|  by  pa*. 
tent|  for  his  creft,  a  ^emi-fnppr  ii)  h^  ^to^  colour,  bpond 
wit^ac^rd^ 

In  the  bf  ginnipg  of  the  year  1 5(^7,  l:^e  failed  to  the  relief  of 
the  French  froteftants  in  Rochelle,  and  returning  home  in  the 
^mroe^}  began  to  make  th^  neceilary  preparations  for  his  third 
voyage  t^  the  \V^eft  Indies,  i?|rhich  he  undertook  fome  time  af- 
^rward$*. 

Mr.  Hawkii^s  made  thi^,  s^s  ^e  did  his  fonner  voyage,  in  the 
Jefus  pf  Lubeck,  accompanied  by  the  Minion  and  four  other 
ikiips.  He  failed  with  theTe  from  l^iymouth  the  fecond  c£  Ofio-; 
ber,  1567.  At  firft  they  met  with  fuch  ftprms  ^hat  they  had 
thoughts  of  returning  homej  but  the  weather  growing  better, 
and  the  wind  coming  fair,  he  continued  his  cpurfe  to  the  Cana* 
ries,  thence  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  fo  to  the  Spanifli  Ame* 
rica  to  fell  his  negroes.  The  governor  of  Rio  de  la  Hacha  rc- 
fufing  to  trade,  Hawkins  landed  and  tpok  the  tPWn,  in  which 
there  feems  to  have  been  fome  collufion ;  for,  notwithftanding 
this,  they  traded  together  in  a  friendly  manner  till  moft  of  the 
negroes  were  fold.  Thence  he  failed  to  drthagena,  where  he 
difpofed  of  the  reft;  but,  in  returning  home,  being Turprifed 
with  ftorms  on  the  coaft  of  Florida,  he  was  forced  tp  fteer  for 

P  Haklayt*<  voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^00.  i  Stove*8  aQiuls,  p.  So% 

Prince's  wortbks  of  Dcyop.  p,  389.    Hakloyt*4  voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  501.  ' 
r  prince,  in  the  pa;;e  before  cited,  tells  as.  he  took  tbiifrom  the  on^n^l  patent. 
^  S  r\'pc*s  anuals,  vol.  ii.    Prince,  p.  3851. 

the 
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the  port  of  St*  John  de  UIloa»  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of 
Sifexico.  He  entered  die  port  the  i6th  of  September^  1568* 
when  the  Spaniards  came  on  boardj  fuppofing  him  to  have 
come  firoqi  Spain,  and  were  exceedingly  fnghted  when  thej 
fomid  t}ieir  miftake.  Mr.  Hawkins  treated  them  very  civilly^ 
afliiring  tbemj  that  all  he  came  for  was  pro?ifions)  neither  did 
he  attack  twelve  merchant-fhips  that  were  in  the  port,  the  car-p 
gpes  of  which  were  worth  2oO}OOo  pounds,  but  contented  hinw 
fulf  with  feizing  two  perfons  of  difiin£lion,  whom  he  kept  as 
|u>ftages,  while  an  expr^  uras  fqit  to  Mexico  with  an  account 
of  his  demands. 

The  next  day  the  Spaniflu  fleet  appeared  in  fight^  which  gave 
Captain  Hawkiqs  great  uneafinefs ;  for,  if  he  kept  them  out^ 
he  was  fcn(ible  they  muft  hq  loft  with  all  they  had  on  hoard, 
.  vrhich  amounted  to  near  two  millions  fterling  ^  an  a£l  which, 
cpnfidering  there  y^zs  no  war  declared  againft  Spain,  he  was 
afraid  his  i^ative  |byereign  Queen  Elifabeth  would  never  pardon* 
On  the  other  hand,  l\e  was  no  lefs  fenQble  that,  the  port  being 
narrow,  and  the  town  pretty  populous,  the  Sp^i^rds  would  not 
fail,  if  oqce  they  were  fufiered  to  come  in^^  to  attempt  fome 
treachery.  At  length  he  determined  to  admit  the  fleet,  provi* 
ded  the  new  viceroy  of  Mexico,  who  was  on  board  it,  would 
s^ee  thsit  the  Englifh  flio^ld  hs^ve  vifluals  fqr  their  money, 
that  hoftages  fliould  be  given  on  both  fides,  and  that  the  ifland, 
with  eleven  pieces  of  hrafs  cannon  which  were  therein,  fliould 
be  yielded  to  his  crew  while  they  ftaid.  At  thefe  demands  the 
viceroy  at  &ft  feemed  highly  difpleafed  i  yet  quickly  after  he 
yielded  to  them,  and,  at  a  peribnal  conference  with  Mr.  Haw- 
l^ins,  fo]emnly  promifed  to  perforn^  them  ^ 

At  the  end  of  three  days,  all  things  being  concluded,  the 
fleet  entered  the  port  on  the  ^6th  with  the  ufual  falutations, 
and  two  days  more  were  employed  to  range  the  (hips  of  each 
x^ation  by  themfelvesi  the  officers  ^d  failors  on  both  fides  ufing 
reciprocal  civilities,  and  profefling  a  great  deal  of  friendfhip. 
^ut  the  Spaniards  intended  nothing  lefs ;  for  they  had  by  this 
^me  muftered  1000  men  on  land,  and  defigned  on  Thuriday 

t  CaiQ^eni  innakf*  p.  15S.  Sir  John  H»wkiiii*f  account  of  this  yofage  la 
Hlklojt,  yol.  ill,  p,  sit,,  523. 

the 
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tHe  14tli|  It  dlnMNtiihe,  fo  fet  M  the  tn^iSi  oft  etrery  Cdd. 
Oik  iht  day  a^|>ointedj  m  the  mornings  the  Engliffi  perterred 
th^  St>ftniai^9  ihiftiilg  their  we^poiis  f^m  (tiip  toihtp,  pmnting 
their  oi'dtiatice  ttnntAs  theih ;  th^  fikewiie  obfarttd  n  greater 
Dumber  of  men  {>alIiAg  t6  aild  ff6  th^n  the  bufinefd  on  board 
the  ffifttt  reqiiirM,  t^hich,  with  other  eih:fimfbiiees»  {(ititig 
gfouhds  of  fufpictbA,  Czptmn  tli^Vitis  fent  to  the  vioeroy  to 
kndur  the  meaning  of  fucfh  tihufual  rtotkms  |  wh^eupofi  the 
Tken^  ient  otdei^  (o  hsve  evefy  thkg  i^ettioted  that  might 
give  the  Englifh  umbrage^  with  a  prdmifei  dtt  the  faith  of  a 
viceroy,  to  be  their  defence  againft  any  dandeftine  attempts  of 
the  Spaxliards.  The  captain,  however,  not  beifig  fatisfied  with 
thii  sinfwer,  becauft  he  fufpe£ted  a  great  number  of  men  to  be 
hidden  in  a  fliip  of  900  tods,  whieh  was  moored  next  the  Mi* 
t>ion,  fent  the  mafter  of  the  Jefus,  who  uhderftood  Spanifliy 
to  know  of  the  vicferoy  whether  it  was  fo  or  not.  The  viceroy, 
finding  he  could  conceal  his  mean  atid  villainous  defign  no  long« 
ct*,  detained  the  mafter,  and  caUGng  the  trumpet  to  be  founded, 
the  Spaniards  on  this  fignal,  of  which  they  were  apprized,  be- 
gan the  attack  upon  the  Englifh  on  all  fides.  Thofe  who  were 
lipon  the  ifland  being  ftruck  with  fear  at  this  fodden  alarm,  fled, 
thinkiftg  to  recover  their  fhips ;  but  the  Spaniards,  debarking  in 
great  number^  at  feveral  places  iit  once  (which  they  might  do 
without  boats,  the  {hips  lying  dofe  to  the  ihore),  flew  them  all 
v^ithout  mercy,  excepting  a  few  who  efcaped  on  board  the  Jefos**. 
Th6  g)*eat  fliip,  wherein  300  men  were  concealed,  im« 
idediatdy  fell  on  bo^d  the  Minion ;  but  flie,  having  put  all 
ha^d^  to  Work  the  moment  their  fofpictons  commenced,  had 
in  that  fliort  fpace,  which  Was  but  a  bare  half-hour,  wdghcd 
sdl  hdr  anchors.  Having  thus  gdtten  dear,  and  avoided  the 
firft  brunt  of  the  great  (hip,  the  latter  clapped  the  Jefus  aboard, 
which  was  at  the  fame  time  attacked  by  two  other  {hips.  How- 
ever, with  much  ad6,  and  the  lofs  of  m^y  men,  (he  kept 
them  off  till  the  cut  her  cable,  and  got  dear  alfo.  As  fbon  as 
the  J^ius  and  the  Minion  were  got  two  (hips  length  firom  the 
Spanifl)  fleet,  they  began  the  fight,  which  was  fo  furious,  that 
in  one  hour  the  admiral  of  the  Spaniards  and  another  ihip 

«  Purcha«*t  pilgrims,  vol  ir.  p.  if  77*    Sir  Waiher  lUkigVl  works,  wl.  17. 
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were  fuppo&d  (o  be  funkf  and  their  nce<idmind  burned^  €9 
that  thc7  had  Jittk  to  fear  from  the  enemy's  (bip$ ;  but  they 
fuffered  exceedin^y  from  the  ordnance  on  the  iflandy  whidi 
funk  their  imall  (hips,  and  mangled  all  the  mafts  and  rigging  of 
the  Jefus  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  there  wte  no  hopes  of  briogv 
ing  her  off. 

This  being  the  cafe,  they  determined  to  pbce  her  for  a  IheU 
ter  to  the  Minion  till  nsg^t,  and  then  taking  out  dF  hqr  what 
vifbials  and  other  necei&ries  they  could,  to  leare  her  behiiuL 
Bat  pre&ntly  after,  perceiving  two  large  ihifib,  fired  by  the 
Spaniards,  bearing  down  dire£Uy  upon  them,  the  men  on  board 
the  Minion,  in  great  conftemation,  without  confent  of  cither 
the  captain  or  mafter,  fet  fail  and  made  off  from  the  Jefus  in 
fuch  hafte,  that  Captain  Hawkins  had  icarce  time  to  reach  her. 
As  for  the  men,  moft  of  them  followed  in  a  fmall  boat,  the 
reft  were  left  to  die  mercy  of  the  Spaniards,  which,  (ays  <b« 
captain,  I  doubt  was  very  little^* 

The  Minion  and  the  Judidi  were  the  only  two  Englifli  ihipt 
that  efraped  j  and  an  the  night  the  Judith,  which  was  a  bark 
only  of  fifty  tons,  feparated  berfelf  from  the  Minion,  on  board 
which  was  Captain  Hawkins  and  the  beft  part  of  his  men.  la 
this  diftreis  having  little  to  eat,  left  water,  in  unknown  fisas,  and 
many  of  his  men  wounded,  he  continued  till  the  eighth  fii 
O&ober,  and  then  entered  a  creek  in  the  bay  of  Mexico,  i« 
order  to  obtain  ibme  refrefliment.  This  was  about  the  mouth  cf 
the  river  Tampico,  in  the  latitude  of  23  degrees  36  minutes  N. 
where  ius  company  dividing,  one  hundred  defircd  to  be  put  ^m 
ibore,  and  the  reft,  who  were  about  the  fame  number,  refolved 
at  all  events  to  endeavour  to  get  home.  Accorc&ngly,  on  the 
16th,  they  weighed  and  ftood  through  the  Gulf  of  Florida^ 
maldng  the  beft  of  their  way  for  Europe.  In  their  paflage^ 
they  were  forced  to  put  into  Ponte  Vedra,  iji  Spain,  where  the 
Spaniards  coming  to  know  their  weaknefs,  thought  by  treachery 
to  feize  them  a  fecond  time;  but  they  (vSpeGdng  this,  failed 
forthwith  to  Vigo,  not  br  off. 

They  there  met  with  fpme  Engli(h  (hips,  which  fupplied  their 
wants,  and  departing  on  the  aoth  of  January  1586,  arrived  in 

w  Hakluyt,  vol.  fii.  fu  s^4* 
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Mount's  Bay  iii  Cornwall  the  25th  of  January  following^.  Ai 
to  the  hardihips  endured  in  this  unfortunate  expedition^  they 
cannot  be  more  ftrongly  or  eza£Uy  pi£lured|  than  in  the  foU 
lowing  lines,  with  which  captain  Hawkins  concludes  his  own 
relation  ^.  <<  If  all  the  miferies  and  troubleibme  affairs^"  iays 
hey  <^  of  this  forrowful  voyage  (hould  be  perfe£lly  and  tho-^ 
*<  roughly  written,  there  (hould  need  a  painful  man  with  his 
<<  pen,  and  as  great  a  time  as  he  had  that  wrote  the  lives  and 
<<  deaths  of  the  martyrs  ^"  In  reward  of  his  famous  aftion  at 
Rio  de  la  Hacha,  Mr.  Cook^  then  Clarenchieux,  added  to  bis 
arms,  on  an  efcuccheon  of  pretence.  Or,  an  efcallop  between 
two  palmer's  ftaves  Sable ;  and  his  patent  for  this  augmentation 
is  ftill  extant  *. 

When  the  Spanilh  fleet  went  to  fetch  Anne  of  Auftria,  the  lafi 
wife  of  Philip  the  fecond,  out  of  Flanders,  Sir  John  Hawkins 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  of  her  Majefty's  fhips  was  riding  in  Czt^ 
water,  which  the  Spanifh  admiral  perceiving)  he  endeavoured 
to  run  between  the  ifland  and  the  place  without  paying  the  nfual 
falutes«  Sir  John  ordered  the  gunner  of  his  own  flup  to  fire 
at  the  rigging  of  the  Spanifh  admiral,  who  takbg  no  notice  of 
it,  the  gunner  fired  next  at  the  hull,  and  (hot  through  and 
through.  The  Spaniards,  upon  this,  took  in  their  flags  and 
top&ils,  and  run  to  an  anchor.  The  Spanifh  admiral  then  (cnt 
an  officer  of  diflin£Uon  in  a  boat,  to  carry  at  once  his  complin 
ments  and  complaints  to  Sir  John  Hawkins.  He  (landing  npon 
deck,  would  not  either  admit  the  officer  or  hear  his  meflage  i 
but  bid  him  tell  his  admiral,  that  having  neglefled  the  rcfpe£t 
due  to  the  queen  of  England,  in  her  feas  and  port,  and  having 
fo  large  a  fleet  under  his  command,  he  muft  not  cxpe£^  to  ll4 
there ;  but  in  twelve  hours  weigh  his  anchor  and  be  gonci 
otherwife  he  fhould  regard  him  as  an  enemy  deciaredj  his  con« 
du£l  having  already  rendered  him  fufpeAed. 

X  Camdeni  anoales,  p.  351.  Hakloft,  vol.  iii.  p.  5x49  515*  PcncbasS  piL 
grimf,  vol.  iv.  p.  xi77>  7  Theft  tre  the  laft  wordf  of  Ctptitii 

Hawkioft'fl  relation  $  bat  die  ioquiGtire  reader  may  find  £bmt  further  circimftail' 
cei  relating  to  this  unfortunate  voyage,  in  the  travels  of  Miles  Philips,  «od  of 
Job  Hartopi  two  of  the  men  fet  on  ftiore  by  Sir  John  Havkinf,  in  the  Bay  of 
Mexico,  inHaklayt'i  coUeOiOD,  vol,  iii.  p.  469,  487. 

a  Prince's  woithicft  of  Dcroa.  p.  389.  from  the  copy  of  this  patent. 
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^6  Spanifli  admiral  upon  receiving  this  mefikge  camfe  ofF  in 
l^eHbn,  and  went  in  his  boat  to  the  Jefus  of  Lubeck,  on  board 
which  Sir  John  Hawkins's  flag  was  flyings  deiiring  to  fpeak 
with  him  %  which  at  firft  was  refufed,  but  at  length  granted. 
The  Spaniard  then  ezpoftulated  the  matteri  infifted  that  there 
was  peace  between  the  two  crowns,  and  that  be  knew  not  what 
to  make  of  the  treatment  he  had  received.  Sir  John  Hawkins 
told  him,  that  his  own  arrogance  had  brought  it  upon  him,  and 
that  he  could  not  but  know  what  refpeA  was  due  to  the  queen^ 
ihips )  that  he  had  difpatched  an  exprefi  to  her  majefty  with 
Advice  of  his  behaviour,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  would 
do  well  to  departs  The  Spaniard  ftill  pleaded  ignorance,  and 
that  he  was  ready  to  give  fatisfa£Uon. 

Upon  this  Sir  John  Hawkihs  told  hiih  mildly^  that  he  could 
not  be  a  ftranger  to  what  was  praAifed  by  the  French  and  Spa* 
niards  in  their  own  feas  and  ports ;  adding,  Put  the  cafe.  Sir, 
that  an  Englilh  fleet  came  into  any  of  th^  king  your  mailer's 
ports,  his  majefty's  fhipn  being  there,  and  thofe  Englifh  (hips 
fliould  carry  their  flags  in  their  tops>  would  you  not  ihoot 
them  down,  and  beat  the  fhips  out  of  your  port  ?  The  Spaniard 
owned  he  would,  conf^ed  he  Was  in  the  wrong,  fubmitted  to 
the  penalty  Sir  John  impofed,  was  then  very  kindly  entertain- 
ed, and  they  parted  very  good  friends*  This  account  we  have 
from  his  fon  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  who  was  eye-witnefs  of  all 
that  pafiedft 

The  next  gresit  a£lion  of  this  worthy  (eamati,  wds  his  fervict 
under  the  lord  high^adiniral,  in  1588,  againft  the  Spanifh  ar- 
mada, wherein  he  a£ted  as  rear-admiral  on  board  her  majefty*s 
fiiip  the  Vifkory,  and  had  as  large  a  fhare  of  the  danger  and 
honour  of  that  day  as  any  man  in  the  fleet,  for  which  he  moft 
defervedly  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  * ;  and  iti  purfuit 
of  the  flying  Spaniards  he  did  extraordinary  fervice,  infomuch 
that>  on  his  teturn  from  the  fleets  he  was  particularly  com^ 
inended  by  the  queen. 

In  1^90,  he  was  fent>  in  conjunAion  with  Sir  Martin  For* 
biiher,  each  having  a  fquadron  of  five  men  of  war,  to  infeft  the 
coafts  of  Spain,  and  intercept,  if  poflible,  the  plate»fleet»     At 

*  8cowe*stnnalt,  p,  749.    Speed,  p.  Stfx.    Serype'i  aaoals . 
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firft,  his  Catholic  majcAjr  thon^t  of  o|^fing  thde  finnots 
eommandersi  with  a  fuperior  fleet  of  twenty  fail,  under  the 
command  of  Don  Alonco  de  Baflim>  but^  upon  move  mature 
deliberation^  he  abandoned  thiadefign^dirodedhi&ihtpttokeep 
eleic  in  port»  and  fent  inftnifiions  into  the  Indies,  that  ths  fieer^ 
jnftead  of  retomingi  fhould  winter  there.  Sir  John  Hawldzi^ 
and  bis  colkagne  fpent  fevcn  months  in  this  fiation,  without 
performing  any  thing  of  note^or  fo  much  as  taking  a  fiogle  (hip* 
They  afterwards  attempted  the  ifland  of  Tayal^  which  had 
fiibmitted  the  year  before  to  the  earl  of  GumberUnd  i  but  the 
Citadel  being  re«fertified,  and  the  inhabitams  well  fumiihed 
with  aKillery  and  ammunition^  Sir  John  and  his  aflbcbtes  were 
forced  to  retreat- 
It  muft  he  owned^  that  wish  the  populace  very  iinidl  reputa- 
tion was  gained  by  the  admirals  in  this  expedition  }  and  yet 
^ey  loft  no  credit  at  court,  where  the  iifue  of  the  hufinels  was 
better  underftood.  By  compeHing  the  Spanifii  navy  to  fly  into 
fortified  ports,  they  deAroyed  their  reputation  as  a  maritime 
power;  and  the  wintering  of  their  plate*(hips  in  the  Indies, 
proved  fo  great  a  detriment  to  the  merchants  of  Spain»  that 
SAany  broke,  in  Seville  and  other  places  v  hefides,  h  was  fo 
great  a  prejudice  to  their  vcSkh  to  winter  in  the  Indies^  thmt  the 
damage  could  not  be  repaired  in  many  years.  Thus,  though  no 
immediate  profit  accrued,  th«  end  of  this  expedition  was  folly 
anfwered,  and  the  nation  gained  a  very  Signad  advantage,  by 
grievoufty  diftrefiing  her  enemies  <>. 

The  war  with  Spain  continumg,  and  it  being  evident  that 
nothkig  gaHcd  the  enemy  fo  much  as  the  lofies  they  met  with 
in  the  Indies, «  propofition  was  made  to  the  queen  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins  and  Sir  Francis  Dk*ake,  the  mofl:  experienced  foamen 
in  her  kingdom,  for  undertaking  a  more  efle£hial  eipedition 
into  thofe  parts,  than  had  been  hitherto  made  throng  the 
whole  courfo  of  the  ¥raFv  and  at  the  &me  time  they  offered  to 
be  at  a  great  part  of  the  expence  themfehres,  and  to  engage 
their  friends  to  hear'  at  confiderable  proportioi»  of  die  reft. 
There  were  many  motives  which  induced  our  admiral,  though 
then  for  in  yearsy  to  hazard  his  fortune,  his  reputation,  and  his 

b  Camdeni  ann«iet,  p.  6%o.      Stf  William  MoafonV  aavsl  tn&t,  p.  >7T* 
LmfchoCteo*!  voyages,  chap.  99. 
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yeribn  in  Ah  dangerous  fcrvice ;  amongft  which,  this  was  not 
the  laft  or  the  leaft,  that  his  fon  Richard,  who  was  afterwards 
Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  was  at  this  time  a  prifoner  in  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards^  and  fome  hope  there  was,  that  in  the  courft 
<»f  beh  an  enterprize^  an  opportunity  might  offer  4>f  cedeeiiv- 
ing  him  •• 

The  cpieeR  readily  gaye  ear  to  this  motion,  and  :^umxihed,  o« 
her  part,  a  ftout  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  on  board  one  of  which, 
the  Garland,  Sir  John  Hawkins  embarked.  Their  fquadroti 
coiiilfted  of  twenty-fevenfhrps  and  barks,  and  their  whole  force 
amounted  to  ab<mt  two  tboufand  five  hlmdred  men.  Of  all  the 
enterprizes  throughout  the  war,  there  was  iione  >of  which  Co 
great  hope  was  conceived  as-^is,  and  yet  none  focceeded  worf<?« 
The  fleet  was  detained  for  fome  time  after  it  was  ready  on  the 
Englifli  coaft  by  the  arts  of  the  Spaniards,  who,  having  intelli- 
gence of  its  firength,  and  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  equipped, 
conceived,  that  the  only  means  by  which  it  could  he  defeated, 
was  pra^tiCng  fome  contrivances  that  might  difappoiht  the  fiitt 
exploits  intended,  by  procuring  delay-,  in  order  to  which,  they 
gave  out,  that  they  were  ready  themfelves  to  invade  England  1 
and,  to  render  this  the  more  probable;,  they  adually  fent  fotnr 
gaUies  to  make  a  fudden  defcent  on  Cornwall.  By  thefe  fteps 
they  carried  their  point  s  for,  the  queen  and  the  nation  being 
alarmed,  it  was  hdd  by  no  means  proper  to  fend  fo  great  a  nunw 
ber  of  ftout  fliips  on  fo  long  a  voyage  at  fo  critical  a  jun£lure. 

At  laft,  this  ftorm  blowing  over,  the'  fleet  failed  from  Plyw 
mouth  on  the  2Sth  of  Auguft,  in  order  to  execute  tbei*-  graAll 
defign  of  burning  Nombre  de  Dios,  marching  thence  by  land  to 
Panama,  and  there  fetzing  the  treafure  which  they  knew  was  ar» 
rived  at  that  place  from  Peru.  A  few  days  before  their  depaiw 
ture,  the  queen  fent  them  advice,  that  the  plate-fleet  was  iafely 
arrived  in  Spain,  excepting  only  a  Angle  galleon,  which,  having 
loft  a  maft,  had  been  obliged  to  ret  urn  to  Porto-  Rico^  the  taking 
of  this  veflel  ihe  recommended  to  them  as  a  thing  very  practica- 
ble, and  which  could  prove  no  great  hinderance  to  their  other 
affair.  When  they  were  at  fca,  the  generals  differed,  as  is  ufual 
in  conjunct  expeditions*     Sir  John  Hawkins  was  for  executing; 

^  Sir  Hicbard  H«wku)»*t  obrerrationi  on  his  voyage  to  the  fouth  fear,  p,  t^. 
3  G  i  immediately 
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imtnediatdy  what  ^he  queen  h^i  cominaaded»  whereas  Sir  Rrai^ 
cU  £^rake  inc|iqe4  to  gq  firft  tp  the  Cani^ri^,  ia  which  he  ppre^ 
vailed  i  bc|t  the  attempt  they  pi?ide  was  uAfucce&fol,  ^d  thai 
they  failed  fpr  I^ominjca,  whqre  (hey  fpent  too  much  time  ia 
reff  efl^iog  thfmfelyes,  and  fetting  up  their  pinnaces.  In  the  mea^ 
time  the  Spaniards  had  fent  five  ftout  frigates  to  bring  away  th^ 
gaUepn  ffqm  Fofto-RicQ,  haying  cj^^ifk  intelligence  of  theioten* 
(iqq  of  t]ip  Englifh  admirals  cp  attempt  that  p)acc.  Qp  the  30th 
of  OQpbef  Sir  Jol^n  ^aii^I^n^  weighed  from  Dominica,  and,  in 
(he  eyeniifg  pf  \hp  fame  day^  the  francis,  ^  bark  pf  s^bput  thirr 
fytfivf:  tons,  ^od  the  (ternmpf^  of  Sir  John'<  fhips,  feU  in  with 
f he  fiye  fail  of  Spaniih  frigates  befprcrmeiitioned,  and  w?»  taken  1 
the  cpnfequences  of  Fhich  heipg  fo^feen  by  Sir  John,  it  threw 
him  intp  a  fit  gf  fipkp^s,  of  whicfa,  or  rather  of  a  broken  heart, 
}ie  died  on  tl^e  tweptyrfirft  of  Jjfpvciubcr,  %SQ5i(  yrhcn  they  were 
}n  fight  pf  the  i(lah4  pf  |*Qrtq-{licp,  and  ;pot,  ^s  Sir  ^jVllliaoi 
Monfpn  f^ggeft),  pf  chagrin  on  the  mifcar^iage  in  attempting  thp 
fity  of  tbe  &me  name,  which  in  truth  he  never  lived  to  fee'* 
!At  fo  great  ^  dlftan^e  pf  time  it  may  fecm  f^nge  to  enter  in- 
to, or  ^t  leaft  tp  enter  minutely  into  the  charaAer  pf  th^s  £imoiis 
feaman;  but  as  w^.have  gppd  authorities^  and  fuch  re^^ftions 
tnay  be  of  ufe  to  pofterity,  we  ^hink  if  not  afpifs  to  nndeitake 
this  talk,  in  performing  which,  we  (^all  ufe  al|  the  ^|«  and  imr 
partis^ity  that  can  he  ezpe£te4*«  Sir  Jqhn  had  naturally  fixong 
parts,  which  lie  imprpvf d  hy  conftant  application*  Hp  was  apt 
in  council  to  di^er  f^on^  pther  men^s  opin^ns,  and  yet  was  re-; 
ferved  in  difcove^ing  his  own^.  He  w^  flow,  jealous^  anf 
fomewha^t  irrefolute,  yet  ^n  a£lion  he  was  merciful,  apt  to  for*- 
give,  and  a  ftri^  obferver  of  his  word.  As  hp  had  pafiled  a  great 
part  pf  ^^  life  ^  fea^  fie  had  u>o  great  a  di^ike  pf  land-fo^dicrs', 

tf  Camdqii  annalcs,  p.'tfyQ,  699^^  foo.  Sir  'V^lVam  M<u»roQ*«  naval  tnCtt^  p, 
iStv  183.  There  if  an  accarate  and  copiopt  aycQunt  of  this  voyage  in  HakloTt, 
^ol.  i^i.  p.  S83.  M  ^Ifo  in  Parchaa's  pilgnoi^  vol.  iv..  (^1183.  See  alfo  tbc  fit!- 
lowing  Kra^s,  incielcd^  Relation  pf  a  yoya|e  to  the  Weft  Indiea  bj  Sir  ^raada 
|>rake,  &c,  p.  CO.  ^  |d  order  to  this  I  have  cpmpared  what  is  to  be  okct 

yfhh  in  Hakluyt,  Furebas,  Mooiba,  Stowe,  and  Sir  Richard  Hawkin«'s  book,  as 
alfo  whateycr  notices  I  have  been  able  to  colleft  from  other  cfatemporaix  wrip 
feri.  f  $ir  William  Monfon*s  naval  traOs,  p.  183.  8  See  a  very 

^eroarl^able  letter  figncd  R.  M.  by  one  who  had  failed  with  Hawkins,  and  Drake, 
1^4.  <!Jf^7  >  parallel  between  them.    Porchas,  vol.  iy.  p.  ii95* 
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When  occafion  required  It,  he  could  difiemUei  though  he  was 
aatundly  of  a  blunt  rather  than  referved  diipofition.  '  Andf 
now  we  are  making  a  catalogue  of  his  faults,  let  us  not  forget 
the  greateft,  which  was  the  love  of  money,  wherein  he  exceed* 
cd  all  juft  bounds  ^ 

In  fpite,  howeyer,  of  his  imperfefiions,  he  was  always  efteem* 
cd  one  of  th^  ableft  of  his  profelBon,  of  which  thefe  are  no  in*^ 
i:onfiderabIe  prooft,  that  he  was  a  noted  commander  at  (ea  for* 
ty-eight  years,  and  treafurer  of  the  navy  two  and  twenty). 

He  and  his  eldeft  brother  William  were  owners  at  once  of 
thirty  fail  of  good  fhips^,  and  it  was  generally  owned}  that  Sir 
John  Hfiwkins  was  the  author  of  more  ufeful  inventions,  and  in^ 
troduced  into  the  navy  better  regulations^  than  any  officer  who 
had  bore  command  therein  before  his  tipoe*  One  inftance  of  thi« 
^mongft  many,  was  the  inftitution  of  that  noble  fund  (for  I  will 
not  call  it  charity,  becaufe  that  term  implies,  in  common  accepta- 
tion, alms),  the  Chbst  at  Chatham,  which  was  the  humane 
^d  wife  contrivance  of  this  gentleman  and  Sir  Francis  Qrake; 
^nd  their  fcheme,  that  feamen  fafe  and  fucceisful  fliould,  by  a  V0f» 
luntary  deduftion  from  their  pay,  give  relief  to  the  wants,  and 
reward  to  thofe  who  are  maimed  in  the  fervice  of  their  coun- 
try, was  approved  by  the  queen,  and  I^as  been  adopted  by  pofte^ 
irity.  Sir  John  Hawkins  built  alfo  a  noble  hpfpital|  which  he 
plentifully  ^dowed  ^t  th^  fya^  ph|ce^, 

Memoirs  of  Sir  FRANCIS  DRAKE,  a  moft  ikilful 
feaman,  the  firft  who  made  a  voyage  round  the  worlds 
and  vice-admiral  of  the  Engliih  fleet  in  1588. 

IT  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  detraA  from  the  common  nodons 
about  nobility  of  birth,  aiid  the  advantages  of  blood,  that 
feveral  qf  the  moft  illufirious  perfons  in  our  nation  have  rifen 
from  very  obfcure  beginnings,  and  have  left  their  hiftorians  dif- 

b  I  take  this  from  the  faid  letter,  and  fion  ibme  M8.  lemarks  on  Halikiyt, 
i  Camdeni  annales,  p.  700.    Sto«c*i  annals,  p.  807.    Sir  William  Monlbn*s 
naval  traOs,  p.  371.  ^  Stowe*s  annals,  p.  S07.  I  Lambarde^i  penun- 

^^lac^n  of  ^at.    Kilbuin*s  fnnrey  of  |Lent,  p.  5^.  MSS.  of  Samuel  Pep7t«  Efq^ 

ficttltitf 
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ficnkics  enough  to  ftroggle  with  in  derhring  their  defcents.  Tb*s 
is  particttlirly  true  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  concerning  whole  fa- 
inilj  I  muft  confefs  I  can  fay  nothing  wkh  certainty*  That  he 
was  born  in  DeTonfliirey  oeclfioaed  his  being  taken  notice  of 
by  the  reverend  Mr.  Prince,  who  has  left  us  a  life  of  him  not 
much  to  be  depended  on*^}  and  as  to  earlier  writers,  who 
might  have  been  better  informed,  many  of  them  are  filenr. 

According  to  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Camden,  who  pro* 
feiTes  to  have  taken  it  from  his  own  mouth,  we  are  told  that  he 
was  fon  of  a  perfon  in  ordinary  circumftances,  who  lived  at  a 
(mall  village  in  Devonfliire,  and  that  Sir  Francis  Ruflel,  after* 
wards  earl  of  Bedford,  was  his  godfather.  His  father,  having 
embraced  the  Proteftant  religion,  was  obliged  to  quit  his  coun- 
try, and  retire  to  Kent,  where  he  firft  road  prayers  on  board 
the  fleet,  was  afterwards  ordained  deacon,  and  in  procefs  of 
time  became  vicar  of  the  church  of  Upnore.  As  for  our  Fran- 
cb  Drake,  be  was  bound  apprentice  to  the  mafter  of  a  coafting 
irefiel,  whom  he  ferved  ib  faithfully,  that,  dying  nnmarriod,  he 
bequeathed  his  ihip  to  Drake,  which  laid  the  primary  fbunda« 
tion  of  his  fortunes  \ 

I  do  not  doubt  but  many  or  indeed  mofl  of  the  circumftances 
in  this  ftorjr  may  be  true,  if  brought  into  thetr  right  order ;  but, 
ns  they  ftaad  in  Camden,  they  cannot  be  ib)  for,  firft,  this  ac- 
count makes  our  hero  ten  years  older  than  be  was ;  next,  if  his 
father  fled  about  the  fix  articles,  and  he  was  born  fbme  time 
before.  Sir  Francis  Ruflel  could  have  been  but  a  child^  and 
therefDre  not  likely  to  be  his  godfather*.  Another  ftory  there 
is,  as  circumftantial,  and  written  as  early,  which  perhaps  feme 
judicious  reader  will  be  able  to  reconcile  with  this:  but  whether 
that  can  be  done  or  not,  I  think  it  better  defcrves  credit.  Ac- 
cording to  this  relation  I  find  that  he  was  the  fon  of  one  Edmund 
Drake  an  honeft  failor,  and  born  near  Taviftock  in  the  year 
1545,  being  thecldcft  of  twelve  brethren,  and  brought  up  at 

m  Worthies  of  Devon,  p.  135. 

■  Camdcni  innalcs,  p.  3Ji.  Yet  in  his  Britannia,  p.  I45.  he  makes  him  a 
IMtive  of  Plyoiouth.     Englifh  hern,  p.  t.  and  Fuller's  bojy  ftate,  p.  1^3. 

®  It  appears  hy  the  monomentat  infcription  on  the  tomb  of  this  noble  perfon, 
that  he  was  born  A.  D.  15&7,  and  was  therefore  but  ten  years  old  at  Drake's 
chrifteoing,  according  to  this  account,  bnt  might  vcl)  be  bis  godfather,  if  bora 

^the 
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the  eipence,  and  under  the  care»  of  his  kinfman  Sir  John  Haw^ 
kins,  I  likewife  find>  that,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  be  was  pur-* 
fer  of  a  (hip  trading  to  Bifcaj,  that  at  twenty  he  made  a  voyage 
to  Guinea,  and  at  the  age  ot  twenty-two  had  the  honour  to  be 
appointed  captain  of  the  Judith  in  the  harbour  of  Su  John  de 
Ulloa  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  he  behaved  moft  gallantly 
m  that  glorious  adion  under  Sir  John  Hawkins,  and  returned 
with  him  into  England  with  a  very  great  reputation,  but  nofc 
worth  a  Gngle  groat  ^ 

Upon  this  he  conceived  a  defign  of  making  reprifals  on  the 
king  of  Spain,  which,  fome  fay,  was  put  into  his  head  by  ther 
ffiinifter  of  his  ihip;  and  to  be  fure  in  fea-divinity  the  cafe  wa» 
clear,  the  king  of  Spain's  fubjeAs  had  undone  Mr.  Drake,' and 
therefore  Mr.  Drake  was  at  liberty  to  take  the  heft  fatisfadion 
he  could  on  the  fubjefb  of  the  king  of  Spain  ^.  This  dojirine^ 
how  rudely  foever  preached,  was  very  taking  in  England,  and 
therefore,  he  no  fooner  pubUihed  his  defign,  than  he  had  num«» 
bers  of  volunteers  ready  to  accompany  him,  though  they  had  tA 
fuch  pretence  even  as  he  had  to  colour  their  proceedings '.  In 
1570  he  made  his  firft  expedition  with  two  fliips»  the  Dragon 
and  the  Swan,  and  the  next  year  in  the  Swan  alone,  wherein,  he 
returned  fafe  with  competent  advantages,  if  not  rich ;  and  ha- 
ving now  means  fufficient  to  perform  greater  mattersi  as  well  as 
ikill  to  condttd:  them,  he  hud  the  plan  of  a  more  important  de«> 
fign  with  refpeA  to  himfelf  and  to  his  enemies  ^ 

This  he  put  in  execution  on  the  24th  of  March  15729  on 
which  day  be  failed  from  Plymouth,  himfclf  in  a  (hip  called  the 
Pafcha,  of  the  burden  of  feventy  tons,  and  bis  brother  John 
Drake  in  the  Swan,  of  twenty^five  tons  burden,  their  whole 
ilrength  confining  of  no  more  than  twenty-three  men  and  boys  ^ 
and  with  this  inconiideraUe  force,  on  the  2:(d  of  JulyS  he  at- 
tacked the  town  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  which  then  ferved  the 
Spaniards  for  the  fame  purpofes  (though  not  fo  conveniently)  as 

F  Stowe*t  innals,  p.  Soy.  *<  Prince's  trorthies  of  Dtvofi,  p,  139, 

'  Seowe't  annals,  p.  §07.    Camdeni  annales,  p.  351. 

•  Sir  Francis  Drake  revived  by  Philip  Nlchoii,  preacher,  a  4to  of  94  pages  in 
Mack  letter,  publlfhed  bv  Sir  Francis  Drake,  baronet,  his  nephew. 

t  This  is  one  ofthofe  faAt  which  prove,  that  things  really  happeu,  which  are 
altogether  improbable,  and  which,  but  for  the  weight  of  evidence  which  attend 
rhcniy  wotild  oot  on!.^  b^  ciUemcd  fi^ion  bnt  abfurdi^lci, 

thoTe 
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tbofe  for  which  they  now  ufe  Porto-Bello.  He  took  H  in  t  (eV 
hours  by  ftorni)  notwithftanding  a  very  dangerons  wound  ht 
received  in  the  a£tion  ;  yet  upon  the  whole  they  were  no  grest 
gainers^  but  after  a  very  brilk  aAion  were  obliged  to  betalcc 
themfelves  to  their  (hips  with  very  little  booty«  His  next  attempt 
was  to  plunder  the  mules  laden  with  filver,  which  pafled  from 
Vera  Cru2  to  Nombre  de  Dios ;  but  in  this  fcbemei  too^  he  was 
difappointed*  However^  he  attacked  the  town  of  Vera  CniZ| 
carried  it,  and  got  fome  little  booty.  In  their  return  they  met 
unexpectedly  with  a  llring  of  fifty  mules  laden  with  plate^  of 
which  they  carried  off  as  much  as  they  could^  and  buried  the 
reft  ".  In  thefe  expeditions  he  was  greatly  af&fted  by  the  Sime* 
ronS|  a  nation  of  Indians  who  are  engaged  in  a  perpetual  war 
with  the  Spaniards*  The  prince  or  captain  of  thefe  people,  whoft 
name  was  Pedro,  was  prefented  by  Captain  Drake  with  a  fine  cut- 
lids  which  he  at  that  time  wore>  and  to  which  he  faw  the  Indian 
kad  a  mind.  Pedro  in  return  gave  him  four  large  wedges  of  goId« 
which  Captain  Drake  threw  into  the  common  ftock^  with  this 
remarkable  expreffion,  «  That  he  thought  it  but  juft,  that  fnch 
<<  as  bore  the  charge  of  fo  uncertain  a  voyage  on  his  credit^ 
<<  (hould  (hare  the  utmoft  advantages  that  voyage  produced*'' 
Then  embarking  his  men  with  all  the  wealth  he  had  obtainedi 
which  was  very  confiderable,  he  bore  away  for  £ngland  *|  and 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fail  in  twenty^three  days  from  Cape  Flo* 
rida  to  the  iiles  of  Scillyy  and  thence  without  any  accident  to 
Plymouth,  where  he  arrived  the  ninth  of  Auguft  1573  *• 

His  fucceis  in  this  expedition,  joined  to  his  honourable  beha* 
viour  towards  hb  owners,  gained  him  a  high  reputation,  and  the 
ufe  he  made  of  his  riches  ftill  a  greater ;  for,  fitting  out  three 
flout  frigates  at  his  own  expence,  he  failed  with  them  to  Ireland^ 
where,  under  Walter  earl  of  Efiex  (the  father  of  that  unfonu** 
nate  earl  who  was  beheaded),  he  ferved  as  a  volunteer^  and  did 

u  CaptftSo  Drake's  condaA  wis  in  all  refpe^  eqntl  ro  hit  eotifage  ;  he  propoftd 
coining  into  thefe  fm  on  the  fame  errand  again  j  and  to  this  defign,  aUd  the 
mcanf  chat  might  accomplish  ir>  all  his  anions  poiot* 

w  At  the  diftanee  of  a  century  Sir  William  Dayenant,  poet-laareAt  in  Che  rdga 
of  King  Charles  11.  made  this  expedition  the  hafis  of  a  dramatic  pcribtmaiKtfi 
called  The  Histokt  of  Sir  Francis  DrakC* 

^  See  chat  relation,  as  alfo  Camdeni  annates,  ?*  U*' 

many 
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iSaxij  glorioiis  a£kioi^  7.  After  the  death  of  his  nbUe  patron  lie 
Vetorned  iht0  England,  where  Sir  Chriftopfaer  Hatton,  who  was 
then  vke-Qhamberlaih  to  Queen  Elifabeth,  privy  coufifelibr,  af- 
terwards lord-chancellbr,  aasd  a  great  favourite^  tooL  him  under 
his  preteflloa)  introduced  him  to  her  majefty^  and  procured  him 
her'^ooiintehance  K  Bj  this  means  be  acquired  a  capacity  of  un» 
Uertaking  tha^  glorious  expedition,  which  will  render  his  name 
immortaL  'The  thing  he  6rA  propoJTed  was  a  voyage  into  the 
So^thrfeas  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  which  was  what 
tiithcirtb  no  Engliihman  ever  attempted.  Tliis  projefi  war  well 
recei^red  at  tourt;  and  in  a  Ihort  time  Captain  Drake  faw  himfelf 
at  the  height  of  |iis  wiihes;  for  in  his  former  voyage;  having 
Lad  a  diftant  profpefii:  of  the  South*feas;  he  iframed  an  ardent 
prayer  to  God,  that  he  might  fail  an  Englifh  (kip  in  them, 
which. he  found  now  an  opportunity  of  attempting,  the  (jueen's 
{kermiiSoti  furnifiiing  hith  with  the  means,  and  his  Own  £ame 
Quickly  drawing  to  him  a  force  fufficient  '• 

The  fquadrbn  with  which  he  JTailed  on  this  ektraordihary  un- 
dertaking j  conJfiAedof  the  following  ifhips^  the  Pelican,  com- 
jxiauded  by  himfelf,  of  the  burden  of  one  hundred  tons ;  the 
Elifabeth,  vice*admiraU  eighty  tons,  mider  Captain  John  Win- 
ter ^  ,the  Matygold^  a  bark  of  thirty  tons,  commanded  by  Cap** 
tain  ^ohn  Thomas;  the  Swan;  a  fly-boat  of  fifty  tons,  under 
iCaptain  John  Chefter ;  and  the  Chriftopher;  a  pinnace  of  ^teen 
tons,  under  iCaptain  Thomas  Moont';  In  this  fleet  were  embark- 
ed no  moire  thaii  one  huhdred  fi^y-four  able  men,  and  all  the 
iiecdiary  provifions  for  fo  long  and  dangerous  a  voyage ;  the  in* 
tent  of  wj^ich,  however,  was  not  openly  declared,  but  given  out 
^  be  for  Alexandria,  though  all  men  fufpeAed,  and  many  knew 
ke  intended  for  America.  Thus  equipped,  on  the  15th  of  No* 
VemBer  15779  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  he  failed  from  Ply- 
mouth ;  but  a  heavy  ftorm  taking  him  as  foon  as  he  was  out  of 
port,  JForced  him  in  a  Very  bad  condition  into  Falmouth,  to  refit, 
^bich  having  etpeditioufly  performed^  he  again  put  to  fea  the 

f  Stowe's  anntli,  p.  807*  *  Id.  ibi4,  *  Camdeni  annalet,  p.  352. 

Scowc'fl  annilf,  p.  089,    Priiiee*s  worthies  of  Devon,  p.  ^37.  ^  Camdenl 

annalet^  p.  314.  Kaklayt*s  voytjef ,  p.  730,  748.  Ptircbu*!  pUfrimij  ToLi.p,4tf. 
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T3th  of  December  foIIowiDg*^.  On  the  25th  of  the  fame  mcmtfa 
be  fell  in  with  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  and  on  the  29th  with  Cape 
Verd  I  the  1 3th  of  March  he  pafTed  the  equino£lial ;  the  5th  of 
April  he  made  the  coaft  of  Brazil  in  30^  N.  L.  and  entered  the 
river  de  la  Plata,  where  he  loft  the  company  of  two  of  his  fliips ; 
but  meeting  them  again,  and  having  taken  out  of  them  all  the 
provifions  diey  had  on  board,  he  turned  them  a-drift.    On  the 
29th  of  May  he  entered  the  port  of  St.  Julian's,  where  be  did 
the  leaft  commendable  adion  of  his  life,  in  beheading,  July  2, 
1578,  Mr.  John  Doughty,  a  man  next  in  authority  to  himfclf, 
in  which,  however,  he  prcferved  a  great  appearance  of  jofticc^. 
On  the  20th  of  Auguft  he  entered  the  Strcights  of  Magellan ; 
00  the  25th  of  September  he  pafied  them,  having  then  only  his 
awn  (hip,  which  in  the  South-feas  he  new-named  the  Hind.    It 
hlay  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  here  of  a  fadl  very  little  known,  as 
appearing  in  no  relation  of  this  famous  voyage«  Sir  Francis  Drake 
himfelf  reported  to  Sir  Richard,  fon  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  that 
meeting  ^ith  a  vi<^ent  tempeft,  in  which  his  ihip  could  bear  no 
fail,  he  found,  when  the  ftorm  fonk,  he  was  driven  through  or 
round  the  Streights  into  the  latitude  of  50  degrees.  Here,  Ijring 
clofe  under  an  ifl&nd,  he  went  on  fhore,  and,,  leaning  his  body 
over  a  promontory  as  far  as  he  could  fafely,  told  his  people, 
when  he  came  on  board,  he  had  been  farther  fouth  than  any 
man  living.  This  we  find  confirmed  by  one  of  our. old  chroni- 
cle-writers, who  farther  informs  us,  that  he  befh)wed  on  this 
liland  the  name  of£LXSABETHA,in  honour  of  his  royal  miftrefs* 
On  the  25th  of  November  he  came  to  Machao  in  the  latitude  of 
30  degrees,  where  he  had  appointed  a  rendezvous  in  cafe  his  (hips 
^  feparated  ^  but  Captain  Winter,  having  repafled  the  Streigbt% 
was  returned  te  England.  Thence  he  continued  his  voyage  ak>ng 
the  coafts  of  Chili  and  Peru,  taking  all  opportunities  of  feizing 
Spanifh  ihips^  or  of  landing  and  attacking  them  on  fhore,  tfll  his 
crew  were  fated  with  plunder ;  and  then  coafting  North- America 
to  the  height  of  48  degrees^  he  endeavoured  to  find  a  pa&ge 
back  into  our  feas  on  that  fide,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  proof  of 

c  Camdeni  annalet^p,  3^4'.     The  world  encoimpaded  by  Sir  Frtiid$  Drake, 
Loadoo,  165%4  4t<»»  p*  3*  ^  ^cc  the  relation  in  H^klttyt,  foK  iii.  p.  732U 

9 11  which  is  omitted  in  the  revifcd  accoant  in  ^archaa  bcfote  referred  to,    Sre 
^)to  the  world  enccmpafTed  by  Sir  F.  Drake,  p.  ay*— 33. 

bis 
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hh  confummate  ikill,  and  invincible  courage ;  for,  if  eyer  fuch 
a  paflage  be  found  to  the  northward,  this  in  all  probability  wiU 
kK  the  method;  and  we  can  fcarce  conceive  a  clearer  teftimonj 
of  an  undaunted  fpirit,  than,  attempting  difcoveries  after  fo  long^ 
fo  hazardous^  and  fo  fatiguing  a  voyage  ^.  Here,  being  difap- 
pointed  of  what  he  fought,  he  landed,  and  called  the  country 
New  Albion,  taUng  pofleffion  of  it  in  the  name,  and  for  the 
life  of  Queen  Elifabeth^  and,  having  trimmed  his  (hip,  fet  fail 
from  thence,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  September  1579,  for  th« 
Moluccas. 

The  realbn  of  Captain  Drake's  chuGng  this  pafl*age  round, 
rather  than  returning  by  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  was  partly 
the  danger  of  being  attacked  at  a  great  difadvantage  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  partly  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon,  whence  dan* 
gerous  ftorms  and  hurricanes  were  to  be  apprehended  ^.  Oa 
the  thirteenth  of  0£tober  he  fell  in  with  certain  iflands,  inha- 
bited  by  the  moft  barbarous  people  he  had  met  with  in  all  his 
voyage.  On  the  fourth  of  November  he  had  fight  of  the 
Moluccas,  and  coming  to  Temate  was  extremely  well  received 
by  the  king  thereof,  who  appears,  from  the  moft  authentic  re- 
lations of  this  voyage,  to  have  been  a  wife  and  polite  prince* 
On  the  tenth  of  December  he  ma4c  fCelebes^  where  his  (hip 
unforjti^nat^ly  r^n  on  a  rock  the  ninth  of  January  following, 
vrhence,  b^ond  all  expefbation,  and  in  a  manner  miraculoufly, 
they  got  off*,  and  continued  their  courfe.  On  the  flxteenth  of 
lyiarch  he  arrived  at  Java  Major,  thence  he  intended  to  have 
proceeded  for  Malacca,  but  found  himfclf  obliged  to  alter  his 
purpofe,  and  think  of  returning  dire£tly  home  <>• 

'  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  1580,  he  put  this  defign  in 
execution,  and  on  the  fifteenth  of  June  he  doubled  the  Cape 
of  Good-Hope,  ha¥ing  then  on  board  hifi  fliip  fifty-fcven  men, 

«  Sir  William  MoDfen'i  iiavil  tttlh,  p.  400.  See  alfo  fome  remarks  on  this 
paflage  in  Oampier*^  TOfrages,  yol.  iv.  p.  loi.  edit.  t^ip.  Hf^ingfhed,  ¥•!•  ii» 
p.  1 568.    Sir  Richard  Hawliinft*!  obferyatioos,  d-f .  p.  95. 

f  See  all  the  relations  before  cited  for  the  confirsiatioo  of  this  circamftanee; 
but  perhaps  Captain  Diakc  might  be  deterred  by  the  coo^dent,  though  faUe  rcf 
port  of  the  Spaniards,  that  the  Streights  could  not  be  repafled. 

8  Hakloyt^  voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  74»,  Camdeni  aanaks,  p.  358*  Holingfhed's 
clirooic^^  vol.  ii.  p.  15^8. 
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and  but  three  calks  of  water.  On  the  twelfth  of  July  he  pa^ 
(ed  the  line,  reached  the  coaft  of  Guinea  on  the  Hxteeatlis  aii4 
there  watered.  On  the  devent|i  of  September  he  made  the 
liland  of  Tercera,  and  on  the  twentj*|ifch  of  the  fMtt  mcmlk 
entered  the  harbour  of  Plymouth.  It  is  not  a  litde  /fartt^  therm 
(hottld  be  fuch  Tumtton  as  we  find  amongft  the  beft  \vrten^ 
«nd  thofef  too,  his  contemporaries,  as  to  the  day  of  his  irrivaL 
Sir  Wi^i^ti  Moofon  fixes  the  twenty-fifth  of  September.  Ho^ 
iingfiied  iays  the  twenty-fixth.  In  IV^r.  Hakloyt's  relation  it  is 
the  third  of  November,  which  is  followed  by  Camdca  sad 
iofiany  others.  Bot  Stowe,  ^nd  feyeral  tha|  migiit  he  men- 
tioned, content  themielves  with  faying,  he  returned  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year ;  by  which  it  is  evident,  that,  at  this  di& 
tance,  tlpc  ezafl^'time  of  his  comi^  cannot  tie  certainly  dhter- 
mined. 

In  this  voyage  be  completely  fummnded  the  globe^  ^rlucli 
no  commander  in  cliicf  had  ever  done  before  K  His  facc^  in 
this  enterprize>  and  the  immenfe  mafs  of  wealth  he  brought 
home,  raifed  much  difcourfe  throughout  the  kingdom,  imne 
highly  commending,  and  fpme  ^  loudly  decrying  Um.  The 
former  aUedged,  that  bis  exploit  was  not  only  honooraUe  to 
himfelf,  and  to  his  country ;  that  it  would  e^ablifti  ouf  reputa- 
tion for  maritime  ikill  amongft  foreign  nations,  and  raife  a  uk* 
fal  fpirit  of  emulation  at  home ;  and  tba^  as^to  ttie  mooey,  oq( 
merchants  having  fiiffered  deeply  from  the  ^ithlefs  pnifkices  of 
the  Spaniards,  there  was  nothing  more  ju^  than  that  the  ot^ 
tton  ihould  receive  the  benefit  of  Drake'^  repriials.  The  edicr 
party  alledged,  that  in  fad  he  was  no  better  than  a  pif«ie{ 
that,  of  all  others,  it  leaft  became  a  trading  nation  to  encoorage 
fuch  praAices  ;  that  it  was  not  only  a  direOt  breach  of  all  oar 
late  treaties  with  Spain,  but  ^kewife  of  our  old  leagues  with 
the  houfe  of  Burgundy  f  and  that  the  confequences  of  owning 
his  proceedings,  would  be  much  more  fatal  than  the  benefits 
reaped  from  it  could  be  advantageous.  Things  continued  in 
This  uncertainty  during  the  remainder  of  that,  and  the  fpring 
oi  the  fuccecding  year.  '' 

h  ITakliyt,  ytl.  iii.  p.  741.    Pordias,  vol.  i.  p.  45-^57.    The  world  onii- 

pz^id,  A:c.  p.  x'o8.    Speed,  p.  35s. 

At 
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At  ItSkgWx  thtlf  t(MA:  a  better  tuxta;  ft^  en  the  fwvtix  of 
^frfl  I5tt|  hieir  flis^|eftj  dkiiiig  at  Deptford  in  Hk/^at,  wcft  ^ 
^turd  Ciipcain  Dike's  Aup»  where  fl^  conferred  on  him  th4 
lionoBToflm^tlio^ind  declared  Iker  abfol^te  apprebatioii 
pi  idl  that  he  had  d^nt^  to  the  confufion  of  his  enemies,  and  to 
the  ^tait  joj  of  his  ^end$  *•  ^e  lihewifc  gave  direfHons 
ibr  Che  prdenration  of  his  (bip»  that  h  Bd(;ht  remaia  a  mono* 
intnt  of  hisoim  and  l^^  ctnaMxfs  glorj^  In  procefi  of  time 
fbe  "o^flel  deoayiilg)  it  was  broken  up  ^  bnt  a  chai^;'  6iade  pf  tbe 
flanks  Was  pr^ente4  to  the  y^iferfitf  of  Ozlbrd^  an4  is  ftift 
prefttycd^ 

III  1595*  be  opocerted  a  icfaeme  pf  a  Weft  Indian  es^pedi-* 
tita  wMx  t^e  cdehrated  Sir  Philip  Sidnej.  It  was  to  ba 
partif  tbaritiime,  and  partly  In  l^he  ftyle  of  tnvafioa.  The  fea 
Ince  was  to  be  caasMnandied  abfolutelf  by  Sir  Francis^  the 
iMid  troops  by  3ir  Philip  ^idnty.  The  ^ueen  having  re* 
fHlired  the  lattfr  to  defift  from  his  i^heme,  he  failed  notwith^ 
fbmdiog  to  the  Weft  Indies^  haviiaig  nnder  his  coipinand  Cap- 
tain Chriftopher  C^vliflei  Captain  Martin  Frobifiier,  Captaki 
Francis  Knol^Sy  and  many  other  officers  of  great  reputaeion.  It^ 
that  expeditioa  he  took  the  cities  of  St.  Jsigo,  St.  DomtagOi 
Carthagena)  and  St.  Augiiftiney  expeeding  even  the  expe£Uftion 
of  his&iends,  tod  tb^  hopes  of  the  cte>taon  people,  thou^ 
both  ^ere  fangnine  to  the  laft  degree  K  Yet  the  profits  of  this 
expedition  vfere  but  mpderatei  the  defi^  of  Sir  Francis  being 
rather  to  wea^cen  the  enomy,  than  to  enrich  hitnfelf  "*.  It  was^ 
So*do  him  juliiee^  a  ma%tnxfrom  which  he  never  varied,  to  re« 
gatd  eke  fervice  of  t^is  country  &&,  next  the  profit  of  his  prcK 
prietora,  and  his  own  intereft  (of  which,  however,  he  was  £it 
from  being  eareleis)  he  regarded  laft.  Hence,  though  rich  m 
wealth,  he  was  richer  ft^I  i^  reputation. 

i  Oomieiii  tnnales,  p.  350.  Sir  William  MoDfjA*t  flAvU  trait »,  p.  490* 
StMh'cU  annalty   p.   68^    Hoiia|ih«d,   Speed.  k  See  Mr*  Cowley's 

pfjtXMp  edil.  16&O9  p.  a,  4«»  A  certain  knight  propofsd  to  place  it  upon  the  top 
of  St.  Paurt.  1  A   fummajy  and  true  dircoarTe  of  Sir  Francis  Drake's 

Weil  India*  vOfiS«>  «ecoBipaj)i«d  with  Cbrlftopher  QatilUe,  Martin  ForhiiIlcr« 
FraMb  KnollTiy  With  majiy  other  captafba  and  tentfemes,  wherein  were  tAketi 
rhe  toWnt  of  ft.  J>So«  St.  ^oBimgOy  Garthafina,  and  St.  AogvAiire ;  ^LottdoUt 
165a,  410.  ">  Hakluyt^  toI.  iii.  p.   354,     Sat  W.  M«albn*s  M¥st 

ntht,  p.  i«f     Oamtay  p.  ti^  SHwe,  p.  'j«p. 
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In  1578)  he  proceeded  to  Liibon  with  z  fleet  of  thirty  Ikil. 
mnd  having  intelligence  of  a  numerous  fleet  aflemUed  ii^  <be 
i^ay  of  Cadiz,  which  was  to  have  made  part  of  the  armada,  he, 
with  great  courage,  entered  that  port,  and  burnt  there  upwards 
of  ten  thoufand  tons  of  (hipping,  and  after  having  perfbnncd  all 
the  fervice  that  the  ftate  could  expedi,  be  refolved  to  do  his 
utmoft  to  content  the  merchants  of  London,  who  had  coa- 
tributed,  by  a  voluntary  fubfcription  to  the  fitting  out  of  his 
fleet.     With  this  view,  having  intelligence  of  a  brge  carrack 
cxpefted  at  Tercera  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  thither  he  failed;  and 
though  his  men  were  feverely  pinched  through  want  of  vi&uals^ 
yet  by  fair  words  and  large  promifes,  he  prevailed  upon  them 
to  endure  thefe  hardfhips  for  a  few  days ;  within  this  ipace  the 
Eaft  India  (hip  arrived,  which  he  took  and  carried  home  in 
triumph ;  fo  that  throughout  the  whole  war,  there  was  no  ex- 
pedition fo  happily  conducted  as  this,  with  refped  to  reputation 
or  profit*;  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder,  that  upon  his 
return  the  mighty  applaufe  he  received   might  render  liim 
fomewhat  elate,  as  his  enemies  report  it  did  ;  but  certain  it  is, 
chat  no  man's  pride  had  ever  a  happier  turn,  fince  it  always 
vented  itfelf  in  fervice  to  the  public. 

Thus  at  this  time  he  undertook  to  bring  water  into  the  town 
of  Plymouth,  through  the  want  of  which  till  then  it  had  been 
grievoufly  diftrefied ;  and  he  performed  it  by  condu£ling  thither 
a  (beam  from  fprings  at  eight  miles  diftance,  that  is  to  fay,  in 
a  ftraight  line ;  for  in  the  manner  by  which  he  brought  it,  the 
courfe  it  runs  is  upwards  of  twenty  miles  °.  It  was  in  coi^fe* 
quenceofthe  journals,  charts  and  papers  taken  on  board  hi^ 
Eaft  India  prize,  that  it  was  judged  practicable  for  us  to  enter 
into  that  trade  ;  for  promoting  which,  the  queen  by  letters  pa- 
tent,  in  the  forty^third  year  of  her  reign,  ere^^ed  our  firft  India 
Company.  To  this  we  may  alfo  add,  he  firft  brought  in  to- 
bacco, the  ufe  of  which  was  much  promoted  by  the  practice 
of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.     How  much  this  nation  has  gained  by 

■  See  at»«ngiot)  letter  of  Sir  Francii  Drake,  dated  the  lyth  of  Apnl  1587,  to 
the  Lord  Treafarer  Borleigh,  acquainting  him  with  his  fucccTs  at  Cuiic,  id  Stiype't 
annals,  Tol.  ill,  p.  45i»  Camden,  p.  551.  Sir  W*  Monfon^s  naval  traat,  p.  170, 
Hifdoo'c  furvey  of  Devon,  vol.  iii.  p.  a6i. 

o  WnAcot'8  furvey  of  Devonfliijc,  MS.  Stowc'l  anqal?,  p,  ZoZ.  Rifdoo^  fur- 
vry  of  D?Ton.  vol.  i,  p^  69,  70, 

thrfi 


Sir   FRANCIS   drake.  4-^1 

thefe  branches  of  commerce,  of  which  he  was  pfoperif  the 
aathor,  I  leave  to  the  intelligent  reader's  confideration  K 

In  1558,  Sir  Francis  Drake  was  appointed  vice-admiral, 
under  Charles  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  high-admiral  of 
England ;  here  his  fortune  favoured  him  as  remarkable  as  eVer  i 
for  he  made  prize  of  a  large  galleon,  commanded  by  Don  Pe- 
dro de  Valdez,  who  yielded  on  the  bare  mention  of  his  name. 
In  this  veiTel  fifty  thoufand  ducats  were  diftributed  among  the 
ieamen  and  ibldiers,  which  preferved  that  love  they  had  always 
borne  to  this  their  valiant  commander.  It  muft  not,  however, 
be  diflembled,  that  through  an  overfight  of  his,  the  admiral 
ran  the  utmoft  hazard  of  being  taken  by  the  enemy ;  for  Drake 
being  appointed,  the  firft  night  of  the  engagement,  to  carry 
lights  for  the  direflion  of  the  Englifli  fleet,  he  being  in  full 
purfuit  of  fome  hulks,  belonging  to  the  Hanfe-towns,  ne- 
glected it ;  which  occafioned  the  admiral's  following  the  Spa* 
xiifli  lights,  and  remaining  almoil  in  the  centre  of  their  fleet  till 
morning.  However,  his  fucceeding  fervices  fufficiently  efiaced 
the  memory  of  this  miftake,  the  greateft  execution  done  oh  the 
flying  Spaniards  being  performed  by  that  fquadron  under  his 
command  ^. 

The  next  year  he  was  employed  as  admiral  at  fea,  over  the 
fleet  fent  to  reftore  Don  Antonio,  king  of  Portugal ;  the  com- 
mand ^f  the  land-forces  being  given  to  Sir  John  Norrls. 
They  were  hardly  got  out  to  fea  before  thefe  commanders  dif- 
fered ;  though  it  is  on  all  hands  agreed,  that  there  never  was 
an  admiral  better  difpofed  with  refpeA  to  foldiers,  than  Sir 
Francis  Drake.  The  ground  of  their  difference  was  this  i  th« 
general  was  bent  on  landing  at  the  Groyne,  whereas  Sir  Francis 
and  the  fea-officers  were  for  failing  to  Lifbon  diredly ;  in  which, 
if  their  advice  had  been  taken,  without  queftion  their  enterprize 
would  have  fucceeded,  and  Don  Antonio  had  been  reftored* 
For  it  afterwards  appeared,  on  their  invading  Portugal,  that  the 
enemy  had  made  ufe  of  the  time  they  gave  them^  to  fo  good 
purpofe,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  make  any  imprefilon.    Sir 

P  Csmdcni  annalet,  p.  445^  S5i*    R-  Joboftoni  rcrum  Brhannicaroiiij  Lift. 
Hb.  iv.  p.  Ii5.     Wioftanley's  Britifli  worthies,  p.  xii.  <1  CamdcDi 

•finales,  p.  565,  573.  Haklayt*s  voyages,  vol.  i,  p.  60%.  Srr  W.  MonlOD';  na-' 
tal  tra^i,  p.  X7a.    Scowe,  p,  747.    Speed,  p.  Stfo.    Strypc*saiinal5»  yol.  iiu 

John 
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John  Korris  indeed  marched  by  land  to  Lifboiiy  aad  Sir  Frax^di 
Drake  verj  Hnprudently  promiled  to  fail  up  the  river  irith  his 
wh^  fieet  \  but,  «»hen  he  iaw  tho  confequences  vrhkh  would 
have  attended  the  keeping  of  his  wordji  ha  cheie  rather  to 
break  his  promife  than  to  hasard  the  queen's  navy ;  for  vhich  he 
was  grievoufly  reproached  by  Norris^  and  the  ipircarriage  of 
the  whole  affair  was  imputed  to  his  faiUire  in  performing  what 
he  had  undertaken.  Itet  Sir  Francis  fully  juitified  himfeif  od 
his  return^  for  he  xnade  it  manifeft  to  the  queen  ind  coimcU; 
that  all  the  fervice  that  Was  done  was  performed  by  him^  and 
that  his  failing  up  the  river  of  Lifbon  would  have  figniSed  no* 
thing  \o  the  taking  the  caftle,  vhich  was  two  miles  off}  and; 
without  reducing  that*  there  was  no  taking  the  town'. 

Hie  next  fervice  was  the  fatal  undertaking  in  conjundiod 
^ith  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  1 594,  for  the  deftroying  Nombr^ 
tie  Dies,  of  which  I  have  already  given  an  accountj  to  th4 
death  of  the  lafl-mentiohed  commanderi  which,  as  we  ha^t 
fiiewn,  was  the  day  before  Sir  Francis  made  his  defpcraie  at- 
tack on  the  (hipping  in  the  harbour  of  Porto^Rico.  This  was 
performed,  with  all  the  courage  imaginable,  on  the  tjtfa  ol 
November,  159;,  and  attended  with  great  lofs  to  the  Spaniards, 
yet  with  very  little  advantage  to  the  £ngli(h,  who,  meethig  with 
a  more  reroitite  refiftance  and  much  better  fortificiitioBs  thaii 
they  expeSed,  were  obliged  to  flieer  off.  The  admiral  then 
fleered  for  the  main,  where  he  took  the  town  of  Rio  de  la 
Hacha,  which  he  burnt  to  the  ground,  a  church  ;uid  a  fiagle 
houfe  belonging  to  a  lady  only  excepted.  After  this  he  de^ 
ftroyed  fome  other  villages,  and  then  pirdceeded  to  Santa 
Martha,  which  he  likewife  burned.  The  like  fate  had  the  fa- 
mous town  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  the  Spaniarcts  rcfiiGng  to  ran- 
ibm  any  of  thefe  places,  and  the  booty  taken  in  them  being 
very  inconHderable.  On  the  29th  of  December  Six  Thomas 
Ba(kerville  marched  with  feven  hundred  and  fifty  men  towards 
Manama,  but  returned  on  the  fecond  of  January,  finding  the 
defign  oiF  reducing  that  place  to  be  wholly  imprafdcable.   This 

r  Cnhdeni  annalet,  p.  5bi— tfoS.'  Sir  'Wilfiafli  Monfon's  mizX  tnAs, 
p.  174.  Stowc*s  annaU,  p.  7H*  Sec  Captain  WiUMfn  Fcooer V rcUtioa  of  tbis 
MtsiiAftLt  ACTION,  (is  hc  Oflts  jr),  prcfiH'Vod  13  Or.  6irch*i  iDcmoin  of 
that  reigo,  vol.  i.  p.  58. 
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dirappointment  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the  admiral^s  mmd^ 
that  it  threw  him  into  a  lingering  fever,  attended  with  a  fiux^ 
of  which  he  died  on  the  twenty-eighth,  about  four  in  the  o^orn* 
ing,  though  Sir  William  Monfon  hints,  that  there  were  great 
doubts  whether  it  was  barely  his  ficknefs  that  killed  him.  Such 
was  the  end  of  this  great  man,  when  he  bad  lived  about  fifty 
years* }  but  his  memory  will  furvive  as  long  as  that  world  lads, 
vrhich  he  firfl  furrounded.  Hitherto  we  have  fpoken  of  his 
public  aftions  \  let  ps  now,  as  we  have  ample  and  excellent  ma«». 
terials,  difcourfe  fomewhat  of  his  perfon  and  character. . 

He  was  low  of  ftaturc,  but  well  fct  j  had  a  broad  open 
cheft,  a  very  round  head,  his  hair  of  a  fine  brown,  his  beard 
full  and  comely,  his  eyes  large  and  clear,  of  a  fair  complexion, 
ivitfa  a  freih,  chearful,  and  very  engaging  countenance  ^  As 
navigation  had  been  his  whole  ftudy,  fo  he  underftood  it  tho- 
roughly, and  was  a  perfect  mafter  in  every  branch,  ef^iecially 
in  aftronomy,  and  in  the  application  thereof  to  the  nautic  art. 
As  all  men  have  enemies,  and  all  eminent  men  abundance  of 
them,  we  need  not  wonder  that  Sir  Francis  Drake,  whb  per* 
formed  fo  many  great  things,  fhould  have  as  much  ill  fpoken 
of  him,  as  there  was  of  any  man  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived* 
Thofe  who  difliked  him,  alledged  that  he  was  a  man  of  low 
birth,  haughty  in  his  temper,  oftentatious;  felf-fufficient,  an 
immoderate  fpeaker,  and  though  indifputably  a  good  Teaman, 
no  great  general ;  in  proof  of  which  they  took  notice  of  his 
neglecting  to  furnifli  his  fleet  thoroughly  in  1585  }  his  not  keep* 
ing  either  St.  Domingo  or  Carthagena  after  he  had  taken  them  ; 
the  flender  provifion  he  made  in  his  expedition  to  Portugal ; 
his  breaking  his  word  to  Sir  John  Norris,  and  the  errors  he 
committed  in  his  laft  undertakings 

«  Relation  of  a  voytge  into  the  Weft  Indies,  made  by  Sir  Francii  Drakr, 
accompanied  with  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Sir  Thomas  Bafkervillei  Sir  Nichojais 
CliiTard  and  others,  who  fee  forth  from  Plymoath  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Au- 
£uft  159^  i  London,  1652,  4(0.  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  583*  Camden,  4>.  7<3»* 
Roberti  JohoOoni  rerum  Britannicarum  hifloriz,  lib.  vtii.  p.  108.  £ngli(h  hero, 
p.  *o6.  t  Sto^c,  p.  808.     Fuller's  holy  ftate,  p.  130.     See  the  re- 

lation, &c.  juft  cited,  p.  58.  u  sir  William  Monfoo's  naval  traas» 

p.  399*  Purchas*!  pilgrims,  vol.  vi.  p.  1185.  Stowc,  p.  8o8.  See  his  cha- 
r«Aer,  and  a  brief  rcLtioii  of  fome  of  the  memorable  actions  of.  this  woj^hy 
perfoni  piibli/bed  in  hi*  lifetime,  in  H.)ljngfhedi  voL  A.  p.  *5^7,  1568.*      '   ' 

Vol.  I.  3 1  la 
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In  C3^<:ufc  of  thefe  it  is  faid,  that  the  glory  of  wHat  he  did, 
might  very  well  remove  the  imputation  of  his  mean  defbcnt  ^ 
what  was  thought  haughtinefs  in  him,  might  be  no  more  than 
ft  juft  concern  for  the  fupport  of  his  authority ;  his  dilplay  of 
his  great  fervices,  a  thing  incident  to  his  profeffion  j  and  his  lave 
of  fpeaking,  qualHied  by  his  wifdom  and  eloquence,  whidi 
hindered  bim  from  CYtt  dropping  a  weak  or  an  vngraceful  ex- 
preiEon.     In  equipping  his  fleet,  he  was  not  fo  much  m  fault 
as  thofe  whom  he  tnifted  ^  ficknefs  hindered  his  keeping  the 
places  he  took  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  his  councils  were  continu- 
ally crofled  by  the  land  officers  in  hisr  voyage  to  Portugal  \   and 
3s  to  his  laft  attempt,  the  Spaniards  were  certainly  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  defign,  at  leaft  as  foon  as  he  left  England,  if 
not  before.    His  voyage  round  the  world,  however,  remains 
an  inconteftible  proof  of  his  courage,  capacity,  patience,  quick- 
fighcednefs,  and  public  fpirit,  Cnce  therein  he' did  every  thing 
that  could  be  cxpeStcd  from  a  man,  who  preferred  the  honour 
and  profit  of  his  country  to  his  own  reputation  or  private 
gain^. 

The  only  ad  of  his  whole  Kfe  that  laid  him  open  to  juft 
cenfurc,  was  his  fevcrity  towards  Mr.  John  Doughty,  which  I 
have  touched  before,  and  which  many  reafons  inclme  me  to 
mention  again.  The  caufe,  he  alledged,  was  Doughty's  at- 
tempting to  raife  fome  difturbance  in  the  fleet,  which,  they  fay, 
ifas  partly  proved  from  his  own  confefiion,  and  partly  from 
papers  foutid  in  his  cuftody  '•  But  in  thoTe  days  it  was  (hrewd- 
}y  fufpefted,  that  Doughty  was  fent  abroad  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  meet  with  his  end ;  and  this,  becaufe  he  had 
charged  the  great  earl  of  Leicefter  with  poifoning  the  earl  of 
Eflex'.  A  h(k  generally  believed  at  that  time,  on  account  of 
the  Earl's  marrying  in  a  fliort  fpace  Letticc,  countefs  of  £flcz, 

^  Camdeid  aoilalei,  p\  ^$f.  The  world  asjcompaflecl^  p.  raS.  Sir  WU- 
nam  Mon(bn'i  naVal  Cra^s,  p.  399,  £ogll(h  hcto,  p.  106.  Rfiilon'^t  fnmy 
•f  Devonfhire,  vol,  U.  p.  166— itfa.  <  This  (lory  u  pU'nly  Bbd 

eircumftanti^ly  toM  in  the  relation  we  have  In  Hakluyt,  Vol.  Hi.  p.  733  ^  and 
if  alfo  mentioiled  in  Mr.  Winter's  aiccoU'nt  of  hif  voyage,  p.  ygx,  bat  in 
the  rcUtica  printed  in  Purchas's  pilgrims,  vol.  L  p.  46.  it  is  flipt  o^cr  in  one 
iioe.  y  Windanley's  J^n^lilh  worthies,  in  tht  life  of  Sir  fraoris 

t>rake* 

witk 
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^i^Ith  whom  the  world  held  bim  to  be  too  familiar  before)  and 
tlijs  to  have  made  that  Lord's  death  neceiTarjr. 

The  fulled  account  I  know  of  this  matter,  is  to  be  found  in 
a  poem  called  Leiceftcr^s  Ghoft ;  wherein  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  true,  and  I  doubt  not  a  little  falfe  hiiiorjr.  The  ftanzas  re- 
lating to  this  matter  are  as  follow  ' ; 

I  doubted,  lead  that  Doughtie  would  bewray 

My  counfel,  and  with  other  party  take ; 

"Wherefore,  the  fboner  him  to  rid  away, 

I  fent  him  forth  to  fea  with  Captain  Drake, 

Who  knew  how  t*  eotertaine  him  for  my  fake. 
Before  he  went,  his  lot  by  me  was  ^aft } 
His  de^h  was  plotted,  and  perfor9i*4  in  hafte. 

He  hoped  well ;  but  I  did  fo  difpoie. 
That  he  at  port  St.  Gillian  loft  his  head ; 
Having  no  tim«  permitted  to  difclofe 
The  inward  griefs  that  in  his  heart  were  bred ; 
We  need  not  fear  the  biting  of  the  dead. 

Now  let  him  go,  tranfported  to  the  feas. 

And  tell  my  fccrcts  to  th'  Antippdcj^ 

Tet  it  may  be  offered  in  defence  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  thaf 
this  man  was  openly  put  to  death,  ;^fter  as  fair  a  trial  by  a  jury 
of  twelve  men,  as  the  circumftaQces  of  titnp  and  place  would 
permit ;  that  he  ft^bmitted  patj^ntjy  to  bis  fentence,  and  re- 
ceived the  facraracnt  with  Drake,  whom  he  embraced  imme- 
diately before  his  execution.  Befides  thefe»  there  are  two 
points  which  defer ve  particular  confideration :  Firft,  that  in  fuch 
expeditions,  ftridl  difcipline  and  legal  fcverity  are  often  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary.  *  Secondly,  that  as  to  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  for 
whofe  death  Doughty  had  exprefled  concern,  he  was  Drake'^ 
firft  patron ;  and  it  is  therefore  very  improbable  he  fhould  de- 
ftroy  a  man  for  endeavouring  to  dcicGt  his  murder.     Camdeo 

s  P.  xx»  x}.  Thif  ha  qoarfo  pamphlet,  printed  in  1^41,  and  moftof  the 
faOt  contained  in  it  are  taken  from  Leicefler^s  commonweaJth/writren  bf  Fa- 
ther Perfont  j  at  the  reader  may  perceive,  hj  comparing  theft  flansai  with 
l|rhac  it  Taid  of  Donghty^t  death  in  that  book,  p.  49. 

3  I  iJ  and 
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9nd  Johnfon  mention  the  fa£l  and  the  report',  but  in  Aicli  a ! 
manner  as  fecms  to  juftify  Drake :  and  indeed,  on  the  ftriftelt 
review  of  the  evidence,  I  can  fee  no  probable  groaad  to  cou^ 
demn  him.' 

It  was  the  felicity  of  our  admiral  to  live  under  the  rdga  of  a 
princefs,  who  never  failed  to  diftinguifh  merit,  or  to  beftow  her 
favours  where  (he  faw  defcrt.  Sir  Francis  Drake  was  always 
her  favourite,  and  fhe  gave  a  very  lucky  proof  of  it  in  refpefl  to 
a  quarrel  he  had  with  his  countryman,  afterwards  Sir  Bernard 
Drake,  whofe  arms  Sir  Francis  had  afTumed  -,  which  (b  proTO*^ 
ked  the  other,  who  was  a  feaman,  and  an  enterprizing  feasian 
likewife,  that  he  gave  him  a  box  on  the  ear.  The  queen  took 
up  the  quarrel,  and  gave  Sir  Francis  a  new  coat;  which  is  thus 
blazoned ;  Sable  a  fcfe  wavy  between  two  pole-ftars  argent ;  for 
his  creft,  A  (liip  on  a  globe  under  ruff,  held  by  a  cable  with  a 
hand  out  of  the  clouds  •,  over  it  this  motto,  AuxiLio  pi vimoj 
underneath,  Sic  parvis  magna  ;  in  the  rigging  whereof  is 
hung  up  by  the  heels  a  wivem,  gules,  which  was  the  arms  of 
Sir  Bernard  Drake  *>.  Her  majcfty*s  kindnefs,  however,  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  grave ;  for  (lie  fuffcred  his  brother  Thomas 
Drake,  the  companion  of  his  dangers,  whom  he  made  his  heir, 
to  be  profecuted  for  a  pretended  debt  to  the  crown,  which  not 
a  little  diminiHied  the  advantages  b^  would  otberwife  hare  reap* 
ed  from  his  brother's  fucccflion  *^. 

It  would  fwell  this  work  beyond  its  intended  bulk,  if  wo 
fliould  enter  particularly  into  the  hiftory  of  all  the  remarkable 
-commanders  who  (lourifhed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elilabetb, 
and  therefore  we  fhall  be  more  concifc  in  our  .accounts  of  fuch 
heroes  as  are  yet  to  mention,  and  whofe  anions  it  would  be 
however  injurious  to  the  reader  to  pafs  over  in  abfolute  illence. 

Sir  Martin Frobisher, or, as  in  many  writers  he  is  called, 
foRBiSHER,  was  a  native  of  Yorkfcire,  bom  near  Poncafler, 

«  Cam4en!  annalec,  vol.  ii.  p.  3;;.  Johnftoot  remin  Britannic«niin  bift, 
\  h  ii.  p.  67.  Dr.  Thomas  Fuller  had  a  MS.  of  Mr.  George  Fortefcue,  wko 
wen:  iHc  «>yage  with  Drake,  but  he  fays  nothing  of  Captain  Donghty. 

b  This  Oory  ii  relarcd  by  Prince  from  the  month  of  Sir  John  DnkCy  Baft,  t 
(iirrd  dclcf  iidcnt  from  Sir  Bernard.  The  glory  of  gcncrotity,  by  John  Ferae, 
London,  1586,  4.to.   p.  14.^,145.  c  Sir  William  Mon/bn's  naTaltraAs, 

l>.  40a. 

of 
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of  mean  parents,  who  bred  him  to  the  fca  ^.  We  have  very  little 
account  of  bis  junior  years,  or  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
^>ent.  He  diftinguifhed  himfelf  firft  by  undertaking  the  difco- 
vcry  of  the  north-weft  paflage  in  1576,  and  made  a  voyage  that 
year,  wherein  though  he  had  no  fuccefe,  yet  it  gained  him  great 
reputation*.  In  the  year  1577  he  undertook  a  fecond  expedi- 
tion, and  in  1578  a  third,  in  all  which  he  gave  the  higheft 
proofs  of  his  courage  and  conduA  in  providing  for  the  fafety  of 
his  men,  and  yet  pufhing  the  difcovery  he  went  upon  as  far  as  it 
was  pofllble;  fo  that,  notwithftanding  his  difappointment,  he  ftlli 
preferved  hil  credit,  and  this  in  fpite  of  a  little  accident,  which 
would  certainly  have  overturned  the  good  opinion  entertained  of 
a  lefs  efteemed  commander.  He  brought  from  the  ftraits,  which 
be  diicovered,  and  which  are  ftill  known  by  his  name,  a  large 
quantity  of  black,  foft  ftone,  full  of  yellow  fhining  grains,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  gold  ore;  but  after  numberlefs  trials  it  was 
reported  to  be  worth  nothing,  and  fo  thrown  away  ^ •  On  this 
occafion  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  an  accident  of  the  like 
nature  which  happened  to  the  mate  of  a  vefTel  belonging  to  the 
Greenland  company,  fcnt  to  make  difcoveries  to  the  north-weft. 
He  brought  home  likewife  a  quantity  of  fliining  fand,  which  he 
apprehended  contained  gold,  but  upon  trial  it  was  judged  to  be 
of  no  value,  and  the  ill  ufage,  which  on  account  of  this  fuppo- 
fed miftake  the  poor  man  met  ,with,  broke  his  heart.  Many 
years  afterwards  the  chancellor  of  Denmark  (hewed  a  fmall  par- 
cel of  this  kind  of  fand  from  Norway  to  an  intelligent  chymift^ 
(the  reft  by  his  exprefs  orders  having  been  all  thrown  into  the 
fea);  and  this  extracted  a  quantity  of  pure  gold  out  of  that  fand^, 
in  which  alfo  the  Copenhagen  artift  could  find  none. 

But  to  return  to  Frobifher ;  he  commanded  her  majefty's  fhip 
the  Triumph  in  the  famous  fea-fight  with  the  Spanifh  armada, 
and  therein  did  fuch  excellent  fervice,  that  he  was  among  the 
number  of  the  few  knights  made  by  the  lord  high-admiral  on 

d  Stowe*f  innalf,  p.  808.  ^  A  rcry  foil  account  of  his  voyages  above. 

meotiooed  may  be  found  in  Hakloyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  atf— -ptf.  f  Stowe's  aonaJs. 

p.  680,  d8 1,  685V  Holingfhed,  vol.  ii.  p.  i»ff2,  1270,  {271.  Speed,  p»  85a, 
f  LaPeyrcTc,  relation  da  Groenland,  a  M.  la  Moche  le  Vayer,  p.  67.  Chur* 
chiirs  voyages  {^wbcre  this  is  tranflated),  vol.  i.  p.  558.  £gede*s  Aatural  hi/lory 
«f  Groenlaod,  €bap.  ii.  p.  47,  3%.  chap.  ill.  p.  47,  48,  49. 

that 
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that  fignal  occaGon**.  In  1590  be  commanded  afquadron  on  the 
coafi  of  SpaiHi  which  hindered  the  coining  home  of  the  plate- 
fleet'.     In  1592  Sir  Martin  Frobiflier  took  the  charge  of  si  fleet 
£tted  out  by  Sir  Walter  Ralcighi  which  went  to  the  coafi:  of 
Spain ;  and  though  he  had  but  three  flxips,  yet  be  made  a  fliift 
to  burn  one  rich  galleon  and  bring  home  another^.  In  1594  be 
failed  to  the  coaft  of  France  to  afTift  in  retaking  Breft,  which 
was  regularly  attacked  on  the  land-fKie  by  Sir  John  Norris  with 
three  thoufand  Englilh  forces,  at  the  fame  rime  that  our  admiral 
blocked  up  the  port.  The  garrifon  defended  themfelvcs  bratrelyy 
tin  fuch  time  as  Sir  Martin  landed  his  faiiors,  -and,  defperatcly 
ftorming  the  place,  carried  it  at  once,  but  with  the  lofe  of  fcve- 
ral  captains,  Sir  Martin  himfelf  receiving  a  (hot  in  his  fide;  and 
this,  through  want  of  &ill  in  his  furgeon,  proved  the  caufe  of 
his  death,  which  happened  at  Plymouth  within  a  few  days  after 
his  return  K     He  was  one  of  the  moft  able  feamen  of  his  time ; 
of  undaunted  courage,  great  prefence  of  mind,  and  equal  to  aL 
moft  any  undertaking ;  yet  in  his  carriage  blunt,  and  a  very 
ftrift  obferver  of  difcipline,  even  to  a  degree  of  feverity  which 
hindered  his  being  beloved ''^ 

Thomas  Cavendish  of  Trimley,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
Efq;  was  a  gentleman  (in  my  conception)  of  the  original  houfe 
of  that  great  name,  though  moft  writers  fay,  defcended  from  a 
noble  family  of  the  fame  name  in  Devonfliire,  but  cenainly  pof- 
feifed  of  a  very  plentiful  eftate,  which  he,  being  a  man  of  wit 
and  great  good  humour,  hurt  pretty  deeply  by  his  expences  at 
court.  Upon  this  he  took  it  in  his  head  to  repair  his  (battered 
fortune  (according  to  the  mode  of  thofe  times)  at  the  expence 
of  tlie  Spaniards*. 

>Vith  which  view  he  built  two  (hips  from  the  ftocks,  one  of 
a  hundred  and  twenty,  the  other  of  threefcore  tons  \  and  with 

h  Camdcri  anralct,  p.  576.  J  Sir  William  Monfon's  nival  CraQs,  p.  i?7. 

fc  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleij»h  by  Mr.  Oidys,  p.  63— tfj.  '  Camdcfti  aona!es, 

p.  4$8o.     StowCi  p.  809.     Fuller's  worthies  in  YorkOiire,  p.  zo}.  ■>  Stovc'i 

annaU,  p.  8c8,  Sir  William  M'mfon^s  ntval  traOs,  p.  i8x.  R.  Johnflont  remai 
ISritanoicaram  hift.  p.  20}.  The  memorable  fervice  of  Sir  John  Norria  ar  Breft 
io  Bretagne,  by  Thomas  Charchyard,  London,  xtfox,  4to,  p.  ij/^— 141.  Ful- 
ler's worthies  in  Yorkfhire,  p.  102,  xcj.  Q  Camdeni  annalcs.  p.  jja. 
8to«'C*s  ancals»  p.  808,     Sir  Wi:ium  MoiiA>n's  oavat  tt^it  p.  40 x. 

thcfe, 


THOMAS    CAVENDISH.  439 

thcfc,  and  a  bark  of  forty  tons,  he  failed  from  Plymouth  Ottthe 
21ft  of  July,  1586.  He  firft  made  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  then 
fleered  for  Brazil,  and  entered  the  ftraits  of  Magellan  the  5th  of 
January,  1587,  and  pafled  them  very  happily  5  then,  coafting 
along  Chili  and  Peru,  he  took  abundance  of  rich  pi  izes,  conti- 
nuing his  courfe  as  high  as  California  -,  he  there  took  the  St. 
Anne,  which  Mr  Cavendifh,  in  a  letter  to  my  Lord  Hunfdon, 
rightly  calls  an  Acapulco  (hip,  though  in  moft  of  the  relations 
of  his  voyage  (he  is  ftyled  the  admiral  of  the  South-feas.  Her 
cargo  was  of  immenfe  value,  which  his  fliips  being  too  fmall  to 
carry,  he  was  forced  to  bum,  taking  out  of  her  however  as  much 
gold  as  was  worth  fixty  thoufand  pounds.  He  then  ftecred  for 
the  Philippine  iflands,  where  he  fafely  arrived,  and  proceeded  from 
them  to  Java  Major,  which  he  reached  the  firft  of  March,  1 588. 
He  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  firft  of  June,  and  fo 
without  any  remarkable  accident  returned  fafe  to  Plymouth  the 
ninth  of  September  in  the  fame  year,  having  failed  completely 
round  the  globe,  and  brought  home  what  was  in  that  age  con- 
fidered  as  an  amazing  fortune  ^. 

This,  however,  as  his  patrimony  before,  he  quickly  wafted, 
and  in  the  year  1 591  was  compelled  to  think  of  another  voyage, 
which  was  far  from  being  fo  fuccefsful  as  the  former.  He  left 
Plymouth  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1 591 ,  with  three  ftout  (hips,  and 
two  barks.  On  the  eighth  of  April,  1 592,  he  fell  in  with  the 
(faraits  of  Magellan,  and  continued  in  them  to  the  fifteenth  of 
May,  when,  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  weather,  he  de- 
termined to  return,  which  accordingly  he  did  to  the  coaft  of 
Brazil,  and  there  died  of  grief.  One  of  hb  (hips,  the  Defire, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  John  Davis,  a£hiaUy  paiTed  the 
ftraits''. 

Another  great  adventjirer  by  fea  was  Mr.  Edward  Fen- 
ton,  a  gentleman  who  diftingui(hcd  himfclf  by  fcvcral  gallant 
exploits,  in  this  adive  and  bufy  reign.    He  was  defcended  from 

•  Haklayc*s  voyigci,  vol.  iii.  p.  8oj.  Purchas'i  pilgrimi,  vol.  i.  p.  57,  Sir 
Williaina  Moufon's  naval  trft^f,  p.  401.  Cimdcni  anna  es»  p.  55*.  where  he  r«- 
ffft  his  reader  to  Hakluyt.  Roberci  Johnftoni  rcrum  Briiannicarum,  hift.  lib.  iv. 
p.  latf.  P  Il-klnyt,  Vol.  fa.  f.  841.    Purch-i'ipjlj.iini,  yoJ.  iv.  p.  nBi. 

a  very 
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a  very  worthy  family '  in  Nottingharolhirc,  in  which  county 
he  pofleiTed  a  fmall  eftatej  of  which  himfclf  and  his  younger  bro- 
ther difpofed,  inclining  rather  to  truft  to  their  own  abilities,  than 
to  that  (lender  proviGon  which  devolved  to  them  by  defcent 
from  their  anceftors  -,  and  they  are  among  the  very  few  of  tbofe 
who  did  not  live  afterwards  to  repent  fo  extraonUnary  a  proce- 
dure. Being  naturally  inclined  to  a  military  lite,  he  courted 
the  favour  of  Robert  earl  of  Leicefter  %  and  his  brother  Am- 
brofe,  earl  of  Warwick,  and  was  fo  happy  as  to  obtain  their 
proteAion  and  countenance.  In  1577  he  engaged  with  Sir  Mar- 
tin Krobiflier  ^  in  his  defigii  of  difcovering  a  north-weft  pai^ 
fagc  into  the  South- fcas,  having  before  ferved  fome  time  in  Ire- 
land with  reputation.  In  this  expedition  he  was  captain  of  the 
Gabrieli  a  little  bark  of  twenty-five  tons,  and  accompanied 
that  famous  fcaman  in  his  voyage  to  the  ftreights  (which  bear 
his  name)i  in  the  fummer  of  this  year,  though  in  their  return 
he  was  unluckily  feparated  from  him  in  a  ftorm,  notwithftand- 
ing  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  in  fafety  at  BriftoL 
In  1578  he  commanded  the  Judith,  one  of  the  fifteen  fail  of 
which  8ir  Martin's  fquadron  was  composed,  in  a  third  expedi- 
tion S  fet  on  foot  for  the  like  purpoie,  with  the  title  of  rear-ad« 
miral;  failing  from  Harwich  on  the  thirty-firft  of  May,  and 
returning  to  England  the  firft  of  OAober  following.  Thif, 
like  the  two  former  attempts,  proved  wholly  unfuccefsful :  Capt. 
Fenton,  however,  remained  firmly  perfbaded  that  fuch  a  defign 
was  certainly  praAicable,  and  was  continually  fuggcfting  of 
what  prodigious  importance  the  difcovery  of  a  paflage  to  the 
north-weft  muft  be,  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom,  and  which  might,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  dif-- 
appointments  it  had  been  hitherto  attended  with,  be  again  re- 
fumed  with  the  higheft  probability  of  fucceis.  His  frequent  fo- 
licitations  on  this  head,  joined  to  the  powerful  intereft  of  the 
earl  of  Leicefter,  at  length  procured  him  another  opportunity  of 
trying  his  fortune,  and  that  in  a  way,  and  with  fuch  a  force,  2t> 
could  not  fail  of  gratifying  his  ambition  to  the  utmoft. 

^  ThorotonU  hiftory  of  Nottinghamfhire,  p*4tf.    Fultcr*i  worthies  io  thM 
county,  p.  318.  '  See  rbc  inilruOions  |;iven  him  on  underu)Lio£  hU  Uft 

voyage,  in  ilakluyt,  vol,  tii.  p.  755,  f  Stowe'f  AnaaU,  p.  «1i.  g  Ho» 

ling(he(l*s  chronicle,  vol.  ii.  p.  x^ti. 

Of 
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Q[  this  voyage,  which  was  chicfljr  ict  forth  at  the  cxpence  6f 
the  earl  of  Cuiifiberland;  we  hare  feveral  authentic  accounts, 
and  yet  h  is  npt  ^fy  to  apprehend  the  true  defign  of  it.  The 
inftruAions  given  by  tfae'pri?y»council  to  Mr.  Fentoni  and 
which  ar^  ftill  prcfervcdi  fay  exprefsly,  that  he  (hould  endeavour 
the  dircovci7  of  a  north-weft  paflage,  but  by  a  new  route,  which 
|S  laid  down  tp  bim,  wi»  he  was  to  go  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  the  £a(|  ladies^  and  being  arrived  at  the  Moluccas, 
he  was  to  go  from  theQce  to  the  l^outh-feas,  and  to  attempt  his 
Veturn  by  the  f6-long-fought  nortb-we(^  pzSzgc,  and  not  by  any 
liieans  to  think  of  paffing  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  except  in 
cafe  of  abfolute  neceflity  ^  Notwithftaiiding  thcfe  in(lru£lion$t 
Bir  William  Monfon  tells  us  plainly,  that  Mr.  Fenton  was  fent 
^o  try  his  fortune  in  the  South-feas";  and  fo,  moft  certainly, 
himfcli' undcrttood  iu  In  the  month  of  May,  1582,  Mr.  Fen- 
ton left  the  E^gUfli  coad,  with  three  ftout  (hips  and  a  bark. 
With  thcfe  he  failed^  firft  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  then  for 
^hat  of  Brazil  dircAIy,  from  whence  he  intended  to  have  failed 
for  tbe<  ftreights  of  Magellan }  but  hearing  there  that  the  king 
of  Spain,  who  had  better  intelligence,  it  feems,  of  his  projecit 
land  of  his  real  intentions,  than  he  would  have  obtained  if  he 
had  read  his  inftruflions,  had  fent  Don  Diego  Flores  de  Valdez, 
wi^h  a  ttrong  fleet  into  the  ftreights  to  intercept  him,  he,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  refolved  to  return.  Putting  into  a  Portu* 
^uefe  fettiement  to  refit,  he  there  met  with  three  of  the  Spanifh 
itquadron^  one  of  which  was  their  vice-admiral,  which  he  funk, 
^fter  a  very  brifk  engagement,  and  then  put  to  fea,  in  order  to 
coBle  boitie.  Uis  vice-admiral,  Captain  Luke  Ward,  after  a 
long  and  dangerous  voyage,  arrived  fafcly  in  England,  on  the 
thirty*firft  of  May,  1583*. 

Captain  Fenton  likewife  returned  fafcly  to  England,  and,  for 
ikhy  thing  that  appears,  prcfcrved  his  credit,  though  he  had  the 
mortification  not  to  accomplifli  his  purpofe ;  and  this  is  the  more  , 
probable,  as  we  find  him  again  at  fea  in  1588,  and  entrufted 
with  the  command  of  one  of  the  queen's  fliips,  the  Antelope, 

t  Haklayt*!  voyages,  vol.  iii.  p,  704.  **  Naval  tra^J,  p.  40*.         ^  W« 

have  an  accovot  of  ihtt  V3yage,  written  by  this  Captaia  Luke  Wa^rd,  in  H^klufC, 
vol.  iii.  p.  757.  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  hi  ht»  obfervatloni,  §  xxxv.  p.  Sj.  See 
a^fo  Dr.  Bircb's  memoirs  of  Elifabeth,  vol.  i.  p.  i9, 

■   Vol.  I.  3  K:  as 
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83  feme  '  write,  though  others  ^  make  him  captain  of  the  Marf 
Rofe ;  whichever  (hip  it  was,  he  is  allowed  on  all  hands  to 
have  behaved  with  a  becoming  fpirit ',  and  to  have  given  verj 
Cngular  marks  of  courage,  in  that  famous  aAion.  He  pafled 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  at  or  near  Deptfbrd,  deceafing  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1603,  and  ties  buried  in  the  parifh^churcfa  €if 
that  place,  where  a  handfome  monument  was  erefted  to  his 
tnemory  by  the  great  earl  of  Corke,  who  married  his  niece, 
with  a  very  elegant  infcription  thereon  ■. 

Moftwithftanding  the  difappointment  which  this  gentleman  met 
with,  frcfl)  attempts  were  made  for  the  dtfcovcry  of  this  (b-mach- 
defired  paflage  to  the  north-weft,  in  which  Captain  John  Davis, 
a  moft  knowing  and  a£live  feaman,  was  employed.  The  firft 
was  in  1585;  a  fecond  time  he  failed  in  1586 ;  hut  in  both  voy- 
ages atchieved  nothing  beyond  raifing  of  his  own  reputation^ 
which  continued  to'be  very  great  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  ^. 
Sir  William  Monfon  tells  us,  that  he  conferred  with  this  Mr. 
Davis,  as  well  as  Sir  Martin  Frobiflier,  on  this  fubjeft,  and 
that  they  were  able  to  give  him  no  more  aflurancei  than  chofe 
who  had  never  gone  fo  far ;  though  he  confefies,  they  did  offer 
him  (which  was  all  he  could  expe£l)  fome  very  planfible  reafbos 
to  prove,  that  fuch  a  paiTage  there  wa».  In  his  difcourie  on 
ihls  fubje£t,  he  labours  hard  to  reprefent  the  undertaking  as,  in 
its  nature,  impraAicable;  hue,  admitting  it  were  not  fo,  he 
pretends  to  (hew,  that  no  fuch  mighty  advantages  as  are  cxpe£i> 
td  cotild  be  reaped  from  this  difcovery.  He  concludes  his  diC> 
courfe  with  hinting,  that  a  more  profitable,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  more  probable  attempt,  might  be  made  by  failing  due 
north  dire£lly  under  the  pole,  which  he  fuppofes  would  render 
the  paflage  between  us  and  China,  no  more  than  fifteen  bun*' 
'ited  leagues  *. 

»  Stowe,  Strype.  J  Sir  Wtlliafli  Monfon**  mVal  traAs.  p.  iti. 

z  Camden,  tome  ii.  p.  ^4.     l/baldiuo's  cUfconrfe  of  the  Spanifb  fleet  invading 
BngUad,  p.  itf,  !?•    Bifliop  Carleton'f  remcmbrcncer,  p.  154.  *  Sec  the 

infcription  at  large  in  Fuller ;  in  which  he  it  iaid  to  have  been  eiqnire  of  tbe 
body  to  Qn*en  Elf  fabeth.  b  We  have  an  loeoont  of  all  the  voyages  ia 

Haklnyr,  as  atfo  of  a  voyage  of  Ms  to  the  Eaft  ladie%  in  Uo^    Parchaa'a  pU- 
grinw,  tol.  i.  p.  ijx.  c  Natal  irads,  p.  41^. 

Amongst 
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Amongst  the  naral  heroes  of  this  glorious  reign,  we  muft 
ssot  forget  Gborgb  Clifford,  earl  of  Cumberland,  wfaoun* 
dertook  many  expeditions,  both  in  Europe  and  the  Weft  Indies* 
at  his  own  expence,  and  in  fereral  hazarded  his  perfon,  merdy 
to  ferve  bb  queen  and  country,  and  thereby  acquire  a  juft 
right  to  fame.  In  fome  of  tbofe  voyages  Sir  William  Monfcin 
affifted,  and  has  left  us  accounts  of  them,  and  of  the  reft  we 
liave  many  relations  exunt.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that 
the  earl  added  any  thing  to  his  private  fortune,  by  thefe  tefti- 
monies  of  his  public  fpirtt  i  and  therefore  the  queen,  to  ihew 
bow  juft  a  fenfe  ihe  had  of  his  zeal  and  refolution,  honoured 
him,  jn  the  year  15929  with  a  garter,  which,  in  her  reign,  was 
never  beftowed  till  it  had  been  deierved  by  fignal  fervices  to  the 
public.  This  noUe  peer  furvived  the  queen,  and  was  in  great 
favour,  and  in  very  high  efteem  with  her  (ucceftbr.  He  deceafed 
in  1605,  and  was  the  laft  heir-male  of  bis  nqble  family  5<. 

Sir  Robert  Dui>let>  fon  to  the  great  earl  of  Leicefter,  by 
Ihe  Lady  Douglas  Sheffield,  daughter  of  William,  Lord  How- 
ard of  Effingham,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  application  to 
maritime  affairs,  by  his  great  ikili  in  them,  and  by  his  known 
encouragement  to  eminent  feainen,  as  well  as  by  his  perfonal 
exploits,  which  were  fuch  as  deferve  to  be  remembered.  He 
was  bom  at  Sheen  io  Surry,  in  1573^,  and  having  received  the 
firft  tinilure  of  letters  from  one  IMr.  Owen  Jones,  ac  Offington 
in  Suftex,  to  whofe  care  and  diligence,  in  that  refpeA,  he  had 
been  committed  by  his  father ',  he  was  fcnt  to  Oxford  in  1587, 
and  entered  of  Chrift-Church,  being  recommended  to  the  in- 
fpcftion  of  Mr.  Chaloner,  afterwards  the  learned  Sir  Thomas 
Chaloner,  and  tutor  to  Prince  Henry,  under  whom  he  profited 
tct  well  in  his  ftudies,  as  to  raife  the  higheft  expe£tatJons,  and 
which  he  lived  abundantly  to  fulfil.  By  the  demife  of  his  father, 
who  breathed  his  laft  September  the  4th,  1588  s,  at  his  houfe 
at  Cornbury,  in  Oxfordfliire,  Sir  Robert  became  intitlcd,  on  tlie 

d  Camden,  Stove,  Speed,  HoI!ng(hed.   ^  c  Hift.  antiq.  unirerf.  Okoo. 

lib.  it.  p.  27s.  f  Dugdalc'i  antiquities  of  Warwickrhire,  edit.  165^  p. 

167.  S  The  celebrated  Lord  Burleigh*!  dtary  of  the  queen**  relga,  ia 

Jtordin's  colleftion  of  (bte  piperi,  p.  788.    Scowe*s  aqoaU,  p.  jsq. 

2  1^2  deatli 
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death  of  his  uncle  Ambrofe,  carl  of  Warwick,  to  the  pnncelj 
caf^le  of  Kenilwonh  in  Warwick(hire»  ftnd  other  large  eilat6s  K 
He  was  confidered^  at  this  time,  as  one  of  the  moft  accoinplifi)* 
ed  young  gentlemen  ii(  fbe  kingdom,  haying  a  veiy  agreeable 
perfopi  fall,  Bnely  ihaped,  an  admirable  ^ompk^pn^  his  hair 
inclining  to  red ;  a  very  graceful  aifi  tod  learmul  beyond  bu 
|rears,  particularly  in  the  liiathcmatict^  ^ery  expert  in  his  eatef- 
cifes,  fuch  as  tilting,  riding  the  great  horife,  and  ^nhar  manlf 
feats,  in  which  |ie  is  reported  to  have  excelled  mofl  of  his 
rank*.  Having,  from  his  earlieft  youth,  a  particular  turn  to 
naYigation»  he  took  a  refolutipn,  when  be  Was  fcarte  two  wnd 
twenty  years  of  age,  oif  making  a  voya^  into  the  Sotttb-ieas» 
for  which  great  preparations  were  made ;  but,  before  he  caald 
put  It  in  execution,  the  queen  and  her  miiiifters  interpofiogi 
fhe  projcfl:  was  dropped  K      ' 

In  1 594  he  fitted  out  a  fquadron  of  four  fail,  at  his  own  ex« 
pence,  and  leaving  Southampton  on  the  fixth  of  NoveAiber, 
proceeded  for  the  coaft  of  iSpaip,  where  he  loft  the  company  of 
the  other  three  fliips.  This,  howetcr,  did  not  hinder  hifiLfrom 
continuing  ikit  voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies  j  and,  in  doing  thiS| 
iie  took  two  large  (hips,  though  of  no  great  value.  After  rc« 
maining  fome  time  about  the  iftand  of  Trinidada^  he  found  bkn« 
felf  under  a  necef&ty  of  returning  home,  in  a  much  worfe  con* 
dition  tlian  he  went  out  \  and  yet,  coming  up,  in  his  paflagci 
with  a  Spanlfli  fhip  of  600  tons,  his  own  veflel  being  of  nf 
greater  burden  than  ^00,  he  engaged  her,  fought  two  whole 
days,  tiU  hia  powder  was  quite  exhauded,  and  then  left  her, 
l>ut  in  i'o  torn  and  fliattered  a  condition,  that  ihe  afterwards 
iunk.  This  made  the  ni'itth  fliip  which  he  had  eitjier  takcDi 
i'unk,  or  burnt,  in  his  voyage  '• 

He  accompanied  the  earl  of  Eflex  and  the  lord  high^admiral 
Howiird  in  the  beginning  of  June  1596  in  the  famous  expedition 
to  Cadiz,  and  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  the  8ih  of 
Augtift  following  for  the  (ignal  fervices  he  there  performed  "^. 

k  See  the  Ufl  will  of  Robert  earl  of  Leicefter,  in  Mr.  Coilio&'s  mcmoin  of 
the  Sidneys  pre63Ced  10  the  firft  volume  of  the  Sidney  papers,  p.  7«>  t  Wood'f 
8 (hen.  Oxen.  vol.  ii.  col.  1x7.  k  See  the  inrroduAlen  to  his  voyiae  to  die 

lilmd  of  Trinidada,  written  by  bimfelf  af  the  reqneft  of  Mr.  Richard  U^kluyt. 

»'  HakliTyt,  vol.  hi.  p.  574.  m  Stowc's  aaaals,  p.  771.    Speed,  p.  S«p. 

.Endeavouring 
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fMesiviptttliig  fome  jMr$  afiior  to  pmvo  the  legitimacy  pf  h^ 
birth,  he  met  with  fo  many  obftades  in  his  attempt,  that,  com 
eUiiftg  himfelf  highly  injured  thereby,  he  determined  to  quit 
England!^,  atid  embarking  for  {taly,  fi^cd  qpoti  Florence  fd* 
$kb  pbe^  tf  his  retfeat,  where  he  n&ec  with  a  moft  diftitiguiihed 
f  t^^tt  from  the  then  reigiHng  grand  A^ke  of  Tufcanj^  an<i 
the  ArthdiKheft  Itfagdalen  of  Auftriai  filter  to  the  Emperde 
FMlnttfid  IL? 

Ill  this  hi$  ddightful  mireilient  he  became  ib  modi  adtAii^d^ 
ftttd  ^aye  Ihefa  ibining  prdofii  of  his  great  abilities,  paHi^Sulatijill 
fietifing  feverd  itietbods  for  the  ilnproTemeht  of  ihippingi^  introu 
f|tick9g  yikfipus  lAadtibftures,  inftrnding  the  natives  bow  toeiM 
lerge  their  foreign  ^^ommerce,  and  other  affairs  oflakt  confe« 
Qnencei  that  the  emperori  sit  the  requeft  of  the  atchdu'tbefsj  td 
ivirhdm  Sir  Robert  h.td  fottkt  time  before  been  appointed  gred( 
thamberlaiq,  wa$  pleafed,  by  letter^patent  hearing  date  at 
t^ienna,  M^rch  9,  i^rao,  to  create  him  a  duke  and  count  of  the 
empire,  b]r^^c^nle  of  duke  of  Nofthumborlandand  ear)  of  Wa^- 
Vick*  5  And  in  1630  he  was  by  his  Holinefs  Pop^  Urban  VIII. 
eniH)lle4  ampng  the  nobility  of  Rotne  ^.  It  Wat  during  bis  re& 
dence  In  this  country  that  he  formed  h}^  great  defign  of  making 
Leghorn  a  ftee  porf^  which  has  been  of  fuch  j^rodigioos  imp6r«^ 
tance  to  the  dukes  of  Tufcany  erer  finceT.  In  :|cknowledgment  of 
fuch  inQnite  merit  the  grand  dukeaffigned  him  a  very  liberal  p«a4 
fion,  made  him  a  prefent  of  the  caftle  of  Cad)et^,  a  nioft  magtii&b 
cent  tilla  three  miles  from  Florence,  which  he  i^  adorned  andbeau^ 
filled  as  to  render  it  ofK?  of  the  faireft  and  fineft  palaces  tn  hklyi 
and  In  which  he  paid  his  lail  debt  to  nature  in  the  month  of 
September,  1649,  ^^  ^^^  ?^vth  year  of  his  age,  having  acquired 
k  tery  extenHve  reputation  in  the  republic  of  letters  by  his  learn^ 
ed  writings,  mpre  cfpecially  from  the  feliowSng  curious  work, 

B  Dusdale*!  ■otl^uitiei  of  Warwick/btre,  p.  16$.  ^  \^ood's  ithen.  OxoSt 

^Ol.  ii.  col.  li^* 

PThctettfTi  paCtSt  it  hrge»  under  th«  sol^^^  ^^^^  of  (be  tuifttt,  are  pttfuei  t6 
fhe  firft  valume  of  that  elaborate  performance  mentioned  in  the  text. 

9  Atben.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  col.  la^.  r  Fuller's  worthies  in  Surrey^  p.  84* 

BiAop  Burnet's  tnrels  through  Swi:serIftod,    tetter  ▼•    Lloyd's  flate-wortifiet» 
p.7*«. 

which 
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which  is  exceeding  rare,  and  of  which  there  are  veiy  finr  copies 
in  thi$  kingdom  ^  Jt 

,  The  title  rons  thus :  *<  Arcai)(y<fel  mare  di  D.  Ruberto  Dud* 
<<  leo  duca  di  Northumbria,  e  conte  di  Wanrich.  Divifbin  libri 
<<  fci.  Nel  primo  de  quali  fi  tratta  della  longitadine  prafticahile 
<<  in  diverfi  modi,  d'invenzione  dell'  autore.  Nel  fecondo^  delle 
^  carteTue  general!  e  de  portolani  rettificad  in  longitadine,  e 
'<  latitudine  nel  Terzo,  della  dtfciplina  foa  marittima  c  m3itare« 
!«  Nel  quarto,  deff  architettura  foa  nautica  di  vafceUi  daguer- 
^<  ra.  Nel  quinta,  della  navigazione  fcientifica,  e  perfetta,  civc 
<<  rpirale,odigranCtrcoli.  Nel  fefto,  delle  carte  foe  geografichc^ 
^  e  particolari.  Imprefllione  feconda.  Corretuetaocrefcintay 
^  fecondo  Poriginale  del  medefimo  exceUendfT.  Signor  Duca^ 
^  che  fi  conferva  nella  libreria  del  convento  ji  Firenzc  delta 
<'  Pace,  de  monaci  di  S.  Bernardo  dell'  online  Fulienfe.  Con 
*^  rindici  de  capitoli,  e  delle  figtire,  et  iftruzione  a  librai  per 
<5  legarle.  Al  fereniflimo  Ferdinando  Secondo  grandnca  di 
<<  Tofcana*  In  Fiorenza,  1661-2,  torn*  foU^ 
.  It  is  elegantly  printed  on  very  large  imperial  psqper,  enriched 
with  Upwards  of  fix  hundred  fine  plates,  confiding  of  maps, 
charts,  plans,  and  other  aatlxentic  teftimonies  of  the  excellent 
genius  of  its  illuftrioos  author,  admirably  engraved*  The  chap- 
ters to  the  firft  five  books,  which  compofe  the  firft  volume^  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  fixth,  which  comprehend  the  iecond^  are 
again  fiibdivzded  into  feveral  feAions,  and  make  in  the  wholeone 
Imodred  and  forty-three  pages*  Immediately  afterthe  titlcrpage 
fo  the  firft  volume  appears  a  general  index  to  the  firft  five  books  \ 
fliext  the  letters-patent  of  Ferdinand  II. ;  then  a  (hort  adv^rtife- 
ment  by  the  editor,  addrefied  to  the  learned  reader,  fetting  forth 
the  many  advantages  of  this  edition,  with  a  brief  index  to  the 
whole  fix  boob,  which  is  followed  by  a  proemial  difcourfe  or 
preface  on  the  mathematical  fcience  as  far  as  relates  to  his  fub- 
jeA,  intended  as  an  introdudion  to  bis  great  work,  by  the  duke 
of  Northumberland.  The  firft  edition  appeared  in  1630  and 
1646,  the  two  volumes  coming  out  at  different  periods*.^ 

r  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii«  cvK  laS.      The  copy  ttOxfard,  Aotbony  Wood  fajt,  it 

kept  at  t  rarity  lathe  archie ves  of  the  Bodleiia  library.  *  TheR  is  a  copy 

(ptefeaved  by  Str  &.  Muray)  ia>the  library  of  the  foyal  ibcicty* 

Sir 
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Sir  Richard  Ha  w  iCiNS>  fon  to  the  famous  Sir  John  Haw^ 
kins  of  whom  we  have  before  briefly  fpoken,  was  born  at  Ply- 
mouth in  Devonfhire  \  and,  as  he  was  little  inferior  to  his  father 
in  iklll  or  courage,  he  refembled  him  alfo  but  too  much  in  his  mis- 
fortunes ^  In  1593  he  fitted  out  two  large  fhips  and  a  pinnace 
at  his  own  expence,  and  had  the  queen's  commiiEon  empower* 
ing  him  to  infeft  the  Spaniards  in  South- America.  His  expedition 
was  unlucky  from  his. very  firft  fetting  out;  and  yet,  notwith- 
(landing  a  number  of  untoward  accidents,  he  refolutely  perfifted 
in  his  dedgn  of  palEng  the  ftraits  of  Magellan,  and  furrounding 
the  globe,  as  Drake  and  Cavendifii  had  done.  He  fiiared,  how*- 
cver,  in  none  of  their  fuccefs,  though  he  met  with  moft  of  their 
difBculties.  One  Captain  Tharlton,  who  had  been  very  culpable 
In  diftrefling  Mr.  Cavendifh  in  his  laft  vopge,  was  guilty  of  the 
like  bafenefs  towards  Sir  Richard  Hawkins;  for,  though  he 
knew  his  pinnace  was  burnt,  he  deferted  him  at  the  river  of 
Plate,  and  returned  home,  leaving  Sir  Richard  to  purfue  his 
voyage  through  the  ftraits  of  Magellan  with  one  fhip  only, 
which,  with  equal  prudence  and  refolution,  he  performed  in  the 
Ipring  of  the  year  1594,  and,  entering  into  the  South -feas,  took 
leveral  prices,  one  of  which  was  of  confiderable  value.  On  the 
coalls  of  Peru  he  was  attacked  by  Don  Bertrand  de  Caftro,  who 
had  with  him  a  fquadron  of  eight  fail,  and  two  tfaoufand  choice 
men  on  board;  yet  Hawkins  made  a  fhift  to  difengage  himfelf, 
a^er  he  had  done  the  Spaniards  incredible  damage  :  but  ftaying 
too  long  in  the  South-feas,  in  order  to  take  more  prizes,  he  was 
attacked  a  fecond  time  by  Admiral  de  Caftro,  who  was  now 
fironger  than  before ;  yet  Hawkins  defended  himfelf  gallantly 
for  three  days  and  three  nights ;  and  then,  mofl  of  his  men 
being  killed,  his  ihip  in  a  manner  finking  under  him,  and  him- 
felf dangeroufly  wounded,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  furrender 
upon  very  honourable  terms,  viz.  that  himfelf  and  all  on  board 
fhoulJ  have  a  free  pafi^age  to  England  as  foon  as  might  be. 

After  he  was  in  the  enemies  hands,  Don  Bertrand  de  Caftro 
Ihcwcd  hini  a  letter  from  the  king  of  Spain  to  the  viceroy  of 
Peru,  wherein  was  contained  a  very  exaft  account  of  Hawkins's 
expedition,  the  number  of  his  fliips,  their  burden,  men,  guns, 

<  Fiiace*f  worthici  of  Deron.  p.  39<* 

ammunition. 


aniinunitiony  itc.  whicA  demonftrated  how  dote  a  coiretpbn^ 
dence  his  Catholic  Mljeft^  emert^^d  ^ith  fome  who  were  too 
Ivdl  si^quaihted  with  Qgeen  Elifabeth's  councils  "•  He  cbqtinued 
t  long  time  prifoner  iu  Am^ricaj  where  he  was  treated  with 
gre«t  humanity  by  Admiral  de  Caftro ;  hut  in  khe  end;  by  order 
ipf  the  cpvrt  of  8pain>  be  w?s  fent  thi^he^i  inftead  of  returning 
to  Ea^lgQdi  apd  remained  for  fevera^l  years  ^  prifoner  in  Seville 
Md  Mfidrid^     At  length  h^  was  releafed,  and  returned  to  bi3 
native  country,  where  he  fpent  the  letter  part  of  his  life  in  t>eace^ 
ieaving  behind  h'm  ^  ^^^'gc  accqunt  of  his  adventures  to  the  time 
of  hia  being  tak^  by  th^  Spaniards^,  and  intended  to  have  writ- 
lea  a  fitcond  part»  in  whi^b  be  was  prevented  by  a  fudden  death ; 
for,  having  fqme  buGncf?  which  called  hizh  tb  attend  the  privy- 
council,  he  was  ftruck  with  an  apoplexy  in  one  of  the  outer 
ro^ms.   Mr*  Wcftcpt,  fpcaking  of  this  accident,  fays  Very  juftly 
of  this  gentleman  and  his  father  S  **  That  if  fortune  had  been 
«  as  propitious  to  them  both,  as  tbey  were  eminent  for  virtue^ 
««  valour,  and  knowledge,  they  might  have  vied  with  the  heroes 
"<  of  any  age/'    Some  of  his  defcendents  spre  ftill  k^maining  in 
Devonfliire,  but  in  an  obfcure  condition  ^* 

Cavtaim  Jambs  (by  many  called  Jo^n)  LaMCAiiTEtt  wa^ 
fitted  out  by  fome  merchants  of  London  to  cruize  on  the  coatl 
of  Brazil,  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  He  iailed  from 
X)artmouth  the  30th  of  November,  1594^  with  three  fliips^  one 
of  140,  another  of  170,  and  the  third  of  60  tons:  on  board 
thefe  weit  275  men  and  boys.  In  the  fpace  of  a  fetv  weeks  they 
took  thirty-nine  Spanilh  (hips,  four  of  ^hich  they  kept,  and 
plundered  the  reft ;  and  then,  joining  with  Captain  Venner  at 
the  iile  of  May,  they  fteered  for  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  where  they 
took  the  city  of  Fernambuco  on  the  aoth  of  March^  ^S9h  ^^  ^ 
nianner  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in  hiftory  \  for  Captain  Laotailer 

u  Obfervstions  of  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  p.  ifti,  143,  if4.  ilSp.  *  This 

book  was  pot  to  thb  prefs  In  his  lifetioie,  bnt  was  pablilbed  by  a  firkiid,  after  his 
deceafe,  in  156%,  in  folio,  under  the  title  of  **  The  obfervattoat  af  Sir  Ridiard 
**  Hftwkios,  knight,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Sotitb.fea»  A«  D,  iS9h  pnaccd  far 
**  John  Jaggard  at  the  band  and  (lar  in  Fleet-ftreef."  See  alfo  Purchas*s  pilgrims, 
▼ol.  iv.  p.  X367.  and  Captain  Elliv's  accoant^  p.  1415.  *  De^cripiion  of 

DeTon(hire,  Art.  Plymouth,  M.  5.  7  Prince's  worthies  of  DcToa. 

p.  3pa. 
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ordered  hife  fine  ntw  pinDace»  in  which  he  landed  hb  men,*  to 
be  bett  to  pieces  on  the  fhore,  and  funk  his  boats,  that  his  men 
might  fee^  they  imift  either  die  or  conquer ;  the  fight  of  which 
£b  frighted  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  that»  after  a  very  poor 
defence,  thej  abandoned  the  lower  town.  This  the  Englifli  hdd 
for  thirty  days^  in  which  fpace  they  were  attacked  eleven  times 
by  the  enemy*.    The  fpott  was  exceeding  rich,  aad  amounted 
tp  fo  great  a  quantity,  that  Caputn  Lancafter  hired  three  &il  of 
large  Dutch  ibtps,  and  four  Frenchmen  to  carry  it  home ;  and^ 
having  thus  iocreafed  his  fleet  to  fifteen  (hips,  he  brought  theoi 
iafely  into  the  Downs  in  the  month  of  July,  159$.    This  was 
the  moft  Incrative  adventure,  on  a  private  account,  throughout 
the  whole  war  \  and  the  courage  and  condu6l  of  the  commander 
appears  fo  confpicuoufly  therein,  that  he  deferves  to  be  ever  re- 
membered with  honour*,  even  fuppofing  he  had  performed  not 
thing  more.    But  it  appears  from  fevcral  circumftances  in  th^ 
relations,  that  he  was  the  fime  who  opened  the  trade  to  the 
Indies. 

We  have  abeady  taken  notice  of  the  patent  granted  to  tha 
Eaft  India  Company  by  Queen  Elifabeth  in  the  year  1600.  Their 
firft  ftock  confifVed  of  feventy-two  tfaoufaud  pounds ;  and  the 
firft  fleet  they  fitted  out  as  a  company  conGfted  of  four  large 
ihips  which  iailed  from  London,  Febroary  13,  1600,  under  the 
command  of  this  Mr.  James  Lancafter,  who  was  afterwards 
knighted,  and  who  performed  his  voyage  to  Achen  very  fuccefl^ 
fully,  and  cftabliflied  the  Englifli  trade  throughout  the  Indies  as 
bappily  and  prudently  as  could  be  wiihed.  In  his  return  his  fhipi 
which  was  the  Dragon,  was  in  the  utmoft  peril  off  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  having  loft  her  rudder,  and  being  otherwife  much 
damaged ;  yet  he  refufed  to  go  on  board  the  He£lor,  contenting 
himfelf  with  writing  a  flicrt  letter  to  the  company,  wherein  he 
told  them,  they  might  be  fure  he  would  do  his  utmoft  to  fave 
the  (hip  and  cargo,  by  thus  venturing  his  own  life  and  the  live^ 
of  thofe  who  were  with  him,  adding  this  remarkable  poftfcKp( 
in  the  midft  of  his  confufion : 

c(  The  paflage  to  the  Eaft  Indies  lies  in  62  degrees,  30  minutes, 
"  by  the  north-weft,  on  the  America  fide." 

s  Cimdeni  anbalci ,  p.  tf  83.  *  Haklpyt,  vol.  Ui.  p.  708. 

Vpx-,L  ^h  He 
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IJe  liadi  however,  the  good  fortane  to  get  into  the  port  of 
St.  Helcn^,  where  he  repaired  his  weather-beaten  ihtp  ^  well 
as  he  cpul4i  hrougbt  her  fafely  into  the  Downs  the  iith  of 
September,  1603^  an4  lived  near  thirty  years  afterwards  in  an 
)ion<mral|k  a^oeoc^s  acquired  chiefly  by  this  fbcoefifful  viojBgfiK 

Captain  W11.L14M  Paekee  of  Plymouth  ifas  fitted  out 
}if  certain  merchants  to  cruize  on  the  Spaniards  in*  the  Weft  In- 
dies in  I  (So  1 .  0is  whole  ftrength  confifted  in  two  ihips,  one  of 
1 30,  and  the  other  of  60  tops,  widi  about  220  men  ?•  He  failed 
\n  the  month  of  NpTember,  reduced  St*  Vincent>  one  of  the 
cape  de  Verd  iflands ;  then,  (leeripg  for  the  coaft  of  America, 
he  took  the  town  of  la  I^ancberia  ii|  thci  ifland  of  Cahagua, 
where  the  pearl-^Oiery  is,  an4  plw^ered  \t.  He  pi:oceedcd  next 
to  Porto*  beUo>  which  was  then  a  very  ftrong,  welMmilt  town ; 
entering  the  port  by  moon-light,  hp  pafTed  ^tbout  refiftancc, 
^nd  attacked  {he  plafe  by  furpri:;e<!.  Xhe  governor  Don  PcdrQ 
Melendez  made  a  gallant  defence  in  the  king's  treafury,  to  which 
he  retreated  \  but  at  length  (hat  top  was  carried  by  aflault,  and 
the  governor  taken.  The  booty  was  far  from  being  confidcrabk, 
and  the  beft  part  of  it  Captain  Parker  diftribute^  amoiigft  hi$ 
men.  Notwithflandin^  this  difappoiptment,  our  hero  behaved 
xnoft  generouQy  towards  the  enemy;  he  fet  Don  Pedrq  at  liberty, 
out  of  refpedl  to  \m  courage }  he  (pared  t^e  pla^e,  becaqie  it  wa« 
well  built,  and  burning  it  coyi^d  dp  him  no  good »  he  let  his  pri* 
foners  at  large,  becaufe  tl^e  money  was  really  gone,  and  they 
had  not  wherewith  to  pay  their  ranfom.  Having  done  all  this, 
he  pailcd  the  forts  at  the  mouth  pf  the  harbour,  by  the  fire  of 
which  the  Spaniards  fuppofed  they  fliould  infallibly  have  funk 
his  veflels,  and  returned  with  immortal  glory  to  Hymouth  ibnnd 
the  6th  of  May  1602  ^  The  Spaniards  themfelves  me|itioi| 
his  behaviour  with  honour  and  applaufe« 


b  C4md<n.  aonal.  p.  <f39>     Parchas^s  pilgrims,  toI.  i,  p.  147.  «  Karm'i 

collcftioii  of  voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  747.  d  See  the  captain's  re!actoa  ia  Par- 

chases  pilgrims,  vol.  iv.  p.  1143,         ^  X^i^c  of  Ciptaiti  Parker  in  ■  foppkoeDi 

•0  Prince's  worthies  of  Dcvod. 
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These  are  the  principal  naval  heroes  who  flottriihed  in  that 
^rioOS  Mgn,  «^K<5rtitt  the  foUndiUion  wasftroii^ly  laid  of  tfie 
prodigious  maritiiQe  power,  and  exteiifive  commerce^  which  the 
^ngli(&  batioil  haW  finc6  enjoyed.  I  JDbali  condtide^with  wi&« 
Ing^  that  the  Tame  generous  fpirit  may  ag^n  arife  with  a  force 
that  may  elcite  us  to  emulate  the  wirdom,  touragey  induftry, 
and  zeal  for  the  public  ^bod;  Which  animated  our  anceftbrs,  and 
enabled  them  to  furmount  all  difficultiesi  and  to  fpread  the  repu- 
taCibb  of  their  arms  and  viirtucs  tiurougH  the  whole  habitable 
Ijrorid. 
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I •_ J  .  ■     ^   .  >  -  

CHAP.     xni. 

The  Naval  Hiltof  y  of  Crreat  Britain,  under  the  Terga 
of  King  Jantes  L  including  alfo  an  account  of  the 
progrefs  of  our  trade,  and  the  growth  of  our  plan- 
tations ;  together  with  memoirs  of  the  mpfl  eminent 

feamen  who  flourifhed  in  tlntt  fpace  of  time. 
*  -  •  • 

THERE  were  many  accidents  that  ccmtriboted  tar  the 
peaceable  acceflion  of  die  king  of  Scots  to  the  Engtifh 
thronci  notwithftanding  what  had  happctied  to  his 
motheri  and  the  known  averfion  of  the  nation  to  the  domhnon 
of  ftrangers  *.  On  the  one  hand,  the  famous  fecretary  Cecil 
and  all  his  friends,  who  were  in  the  principal  pofts  of  the  govern* 
menc,  had  been  for  a  long  time  fecretly  in  King  Jameses  intereit, 
though,  to  avoid  the  fuTpicion  of  (heir  miftrefs,  they  had  ibme* 

*  JohnffoDi  hiftorUrnm  mum  Bricannieaniflr«  fib*  x.  p,  ^$9,  Spocfwood** 
btftory  of  tbe  chnrch  of  SrotUnd»  b.  vL  p*  47i*  Stawc*f  chioakk  coDtiooai, 
>y  Howei.  p.  Sis,  Sif    Earl  of  Monmcmth't  memoirtx  p.  ii$,  185.    Gim* 

deni  anaal.  Elif.  p.  pi^. 

times 
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.^ma  preteodcd  sin  inclination  to  xYia  lohfUt^s  title  ^ ;  wbich  I 
fufpeft  to  have  been  the  C9ufe,  why  ibme  perfons  pf  great  qu»- 
lit]r»  who  fid^d  with  the  CeciU  afwift  Eflei»  came  afterwarda 
to  fall  into  intriguea  with  the  cDurt  of  Spain.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  pOfent  family  of  the  Howardi,  with*  all  fach  of  the 
jipbtUty  and  gentry  aa  were  inclined  to  the  old  religion,  had  an 
nnfeigned  affection  for  the  king  of  Scota.  The  bulk  of  the 
people,  too,  were  inclined  to  wi{h  him  for  their  king,  out  vt  rc- 
fpe^  for  the  memory  of  EflTeXj  who  wai  held  to  be  his  martyr, 
aa  well  as  oat  of  diflikc  to  fome  of  Q^en  Elifabeth'a  miniftry, 
who  they  believed  would  be  inftantiy  di£n»ded,  when  he  fhot:dd 
ht  once  feated  on  the  throne.  Tet  there  wanted  not  many 
powerful,  though  few  open  enemiea  to  this  fucceffion,  both 
abroad  and  at  home*  The  Spaniards  had  views  for  themfelves  % 
the  French  king  had  an  averfion  mixed  with  contempt  Car  King 
lames,  and  the  Pope  had  many  proje£b  for  refioring  his  pover 
here,  by  bringing  in  fome  prince  of  bit  own  religion  K  There 
were,  befides,  fome  £ngli(h  pretenders,  v/z.  fuch  as  claimed 
ttnder  the  bonfe  of  Suffolk,  and  had  been  competitors  againft 
Qnpen  Mary^  ;  and  fome  again,  as  the  Baflets,  who  a£Fe£bd  to 
deiive  themfelves  from  the  hoitfe  of  Plantagcnet  f  %  {o  that  no 

a  State  trials,  vtl.  i.  p*  t05.  The  rarl  of  Bfles  on  hit  trial  affirmed,  that 
Sir  Robert  Ceeil  (aftcrwarda  carl  of  Salt/bury)  had  declared,  no  Ixidj  but  the 
lofaDta  baa  a  title  to  the  crown  of  England.  «  Cimdeni  aoioal.  Elifabetbv, 

f*  ^73*  Wia«cod*a  memorial-,  vol.  i.  p.  $%.  Ofrome^a  traditioaal  oieawMre 
•f  Q^cen  SltCibcth  in   hit  worka,  vol.  ii.  p.  59.  d  Letteri  do  CardiQ4 

d^OfTar,  torn,  v,  p.  51,  55>  59.  Menoiri  de  SoHy,  lom.  if.  liv.  xiv.  Binh't 
memoirs  of  the  rr>gn  of  Elifabeth,  vr.l.  ii.  p.  506,  507. 

'  In  •rder  to  kafre  a  }oft  notion  of  thefe  jarring  claiini,  the  reaJer  imy  con* 
^  the  famous  ircttift  •■  fiKcrffioDs,  or,  a>  the>  title  nins  in  manjr  edirionc^ 
n  coofereoce  about  the  aeslt  Aicccflion  to  the  crown  of  England.  Thii  wai  p«b. 
liOicd  in  1 594»  by  father  Robert  Parfons,  a  Jefult,  the  moft  peAileot  and  per** 
nicioiii  book  that  was  eTer  penned.  His  defign  was  to  weaken  the  ii<le  of  King 
James,  to  evpoie  the  earls  of  Huntingdon,  Derby,  Hertford,  6*^.  to  the  }ea- 
loofy  both  of  Qieen  Slifaheth  and  King  J  *mes,  and  to  cry  np  the  title  of  the 
Infanta.  He  mofl  inftdioufly  ded'catrd  it  to  the  Earl  of  EtTrx  to  draw  fufpicioit 
tipon  him,  and  afiuraed  the  name  of  R.  Dolemao,  afl  Inodenfive  fcciiUr  priefr, 
#hom  he  hated,  and  whom  he  would  gladly  have  Teen  h»nged  for  thi»  prod«c« 
tion  of  hit  own,  which  it  was  made  trealbn  in  Queen  Elifabcth's  reign  for  any 
•oe  to  have  in  hit  caftody. 

f  Rinion's  delrription  of  Dctonfhire,  voL  i.  p.  99,  loi.  Prince's  wortbica- 
of  DcvoB(birej'£.  2T||  2144    Wood's  Aihen.  Oavn.  voh  t.  col.  36^ 

fmati 
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fmall  i^etaution  was  nccetCztj  to  {nrevent  any  diftnrbance  dti  ifffk 
death  of  Elifabeth,  or  Oppofition  to  the  defign  the  miniftrj  ha^ 
formed,  of  immediately  ptotlaiming  Satig  James^  atid  bringing 
him  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to  Londdn. 

In  the  methods  made  ufe  of  for  this  pbrpbfe,  the  trifdom  oF 
the  great  men  by  whom  they  were  concerted  was  reij  confpi- 
cuous.  For,  in  the  firft  place^  care  was  takeii  that  the*lie(ite» 
•nantf  in  th%  northern  counties,  and  all  wh6  had  any  authority 
in  thofe  parts,  were  fuch  as  were  either  well  afl^ed  to  King 
James,  or  absolute  dependents  on  the  then  adminiftration'.  As 
to  the  fleet,  which  was  of  mighty  confequence  at  fuch  a  junc* 
ture,  proviiion  was  made  for  its  fecurity  without  the  leaft  jea« 
loufy  given  that  this  was  the  council's  Intention.  Vor^  it  having 
been  found  of  great  benefit  to  the  nation  to  have  a  (Irong  fqoa^ 
dron  of  (hips  on  the  SpaniOi  coaft  from  February  to  Novembers 
there  could  be  no  umbrage  taken  at  the  incrcaiing  of  thefe  iA 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1602,  becaufe  the  war  with  Spain  ftill 
continued ;  and  though  the  lords  had  little  confidence  in  Sk 
Richard  Levefon,  who  for  fome  years  bad  been  entrufted  with 
this  fquadron,  yet  they  would  not  remove  him,  but  contented 
tbemfelves  with  appointing  Sir  William  Sfonfon,  on  whom  they 
eould  depend,  his  vice-admiral,  giving  him,  however,  the  com- 
xnand  of  a  better  fhip  than  the  admiral  bimfelf  had.  They  like- 
wife  intimated  to  Sir  William,  when  he  went  to  this  fervice 
(the  queen  being  then  fo  low  that  her  recovery  was  not  expeft- 
ed),  that,  in  cafe  of  any  (Hr,  Lord  Thomas  Howard  ihoold 
immediately  come  and  take  charge  of  the  fleet,  by  entering  Sir 
William  Monfon's  (hip,  and  Sir  William  go  on  board  Sir  Ei- 
chard  LeveTon's,  with  a  fuperfedeas  to  his  commi(&on\  But, 
as  it  fell  out,  there  was  no  occafion  for  executing  this  projeA: 
the  queen  died,  King  James  came  in  peaceably^  was  proclaimed 
the  twenty-fourth  of  March  1 602,  and  crowned  on  the  twenty* 
fifth  of  July  following ;  the  fleet  in  the  mean  time  keefuog 
fometimes  on  the  EngUfh,  fometimes  on  the  French  cdaft,  and 

f  Howes*  conrinuitiDD  of  Stowt*f  chronicle,  p.  St?.  SpM,  p,  644*  Mr. 
CamdMi^f  annals  of  the  reign  of  Jamec  I.  See  tht  letter  at  leogth  of  the  loras  o^ 
the  council,  on  whom  the  admioiftracion  devolved  by  the  dfeath  of  the  queen  t6 
t!)at  monarch)  dated  London,  fhe  twenty- focirth  of  March,  iffoj^  in  Spotfwood, 
P-  47  3^-4? 5.  ^  S'tt  Williatn  Monfon'i  naval  tracts,  p.  Jio, 

thereby 
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^faerebjr  prove&ting  any  txpuUe  ^m  abroad,  i£  any  fitch  liad 
f  tally  been  intended  «• 

Eling  JameSf^ac  his  acceffion  to  the  £ngli(h  thronej^  was  about 
tfairty-Gx  years  of  age,  and,  if  he  had  been  a  priv^e  perfon, 
would  not  bare  fendered  himfelf  very  remarkable  either  by  hir 
virtues  or  hit  vices.  Sober  and  religious  he  certainly  was ;  and 
as  to  leacningy  he  had  enough,  if  he  had  known  better  how  to 
life  it  The  grenteft  CiC  1^14  failings  were  timidity,  diifiniulationy 
and  a  high  ojAntoo  of  his  own  wifilom ;  which,  however,  wer« 
inore  ezcufaUe  than  modem  writers  are  willing  to  allow,  if  wo 
fonfider  the  accident  ^at  happened  to  his  mother  before  his 
birth,  the  (Irange  treatment  he  met  with  in  Scotland  from  the 
fcveral  faAions  prevailing  iq  that  kingdom  during  his  junior 
years,  and  the  excei&ve  flatteries  |hat  were  heaped  on  him  after 
he  came  hither  by  all  rank$  of  people.  The  nature  of  this  work 
jlocs  not  lead  m^  to  fpeak  of  any  part  of  his  s^dminiftration, 
except  that  which  relates  to  maritime  concerns,  ^nd  therefore  I 
ihaU  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that,  though  it  was  impo& 
iibk  for  him  to  have  made  himfelf  much  acquainted  with  fuch 
ipatters  while  he  continued  in  Scotland,  yet  it  does  not  at  all 
appear  that  he  was  negligent  of  naval  concerns,  after  he  was 
once  ica^ed  pn  the  Engliih  throne,  unlefs  his  bafty  conclufion 
pf  a  peace  with  Spain  (which,  however,  was  done  by  the  advice 
pi  his  cquncil)  may  be  reckoned  an  error  in  this  refpeA;  or  his 
too  great  fear  of  engaging  in  any  war  afterwards,  (hould  be 
thought  iiable  to  the  like  cenfure. 

The  acceffion  of  King  James  gave  a  fiiir  opportunity  to  th« 
honfe  of  Auftria  to  make  an  end  of  the  long  quarrel  which  had 
fubfifted  i^ith  England  |  b^aufe,  during  all  that  time,  they  hai 
been  in  peace  and  amity  with  King  James  as  king  of  Scots  k« 
Immediately  on  his  s^rfyal  at  Londoii,  the  arch-duke  fent  over 
a  minifter  tp  the  Engliih  court,  and,  in  confequence  of  his  ne* 
gociations,  a  peace  waiifoon  after  concluded  with  Spain '.  Some 

I  Memotn  of  the  ntl  of  Monmooth.  Moyfet'i  memoirs  of  the  aifairs  of 
Scodajidf  p.  310.    Df.  Bitch*!  mcmoin  of  Elifab,  vol.  ii.  p.  507.  k  Sir 

WilliMD  MonfoD*!  naval  traAs,  p.  aa^-  The  duke  de  Sully,  in  hta  admirable 
memoirs,  torn.  iv.  Hv.  xiv«  and  xv.  where  he  difconrfcs  very  copioofiy  of  the  po* 
Ijcictl  aflairs  of  England  at  this  period.    Wilfon,  p.  673-  >  Stowe, 

p.  815.    Speed,  p.  884.    WiBwood's  ncmoiials,  vol.  ii.  p.  3. 
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^the  writers  of  tbofc  timet  teB  tt8»  that  it  wm  cfakAj  brou^ 
about  by  the  large  bribes  given  to  all  the  king's  minifiers  and 
fevouritet,  cfpecially  to  the  ootoitefs  of  iHiflblk»  for  her  boC- 
fcand's  intereft)  to  the  earl  of  NorthttmberlaxMl  for  his  own  $ 
which  gratuities^  they  would  further  perfuade  us,  caabkd  th<Q» 
m  build  the  two  famous  ftru£tures  of  Audlej«eod  in  £flex»  and 
Northumberland^houfe  in  the  Strand  " ;  and»  among  others  fiif- 
pe£ted  as  to  this  particular,  there  are  thofe  who  infinuate,  that 
the  lord  high-admiral  Nottingham  came  in  for  his  ihare  on  tlus 
occafion*  It  feemsi  howeverj  more  reafonable  to  conclude,  that 
this  peace  was  in  reality  the  cASd^^  of  the  king's  inclination,  fup« 
ported  bjr  the  advice  of  his  moft  eminent  ftatefmen,  fome  of 
wham  were  known  to  have  been  for  this  meafurein  the  queen's 
time*.  There  were  two  treaties,  one  of  peace  and  alliance, 
the  other  of  commerce,  both  figned  at  London,  the  eighteend^ 
of  Auguft  1604  <*,  the  conftable  of  Caftilc,  the  greateft  fubjed 
in  Spain*  being  fent  for  that  purpofe.  All  the  trading  part  of 
the  nation  were  very  wcU  pleafed  with  this  proceeding,  and 
would  have  been  much  more  fo,  if  the  king  had  not  taken  a 
very  ftrange  ftep  upon  its  cooclufion.  He  erc£bed  a  company 
of  merchants}  who  were  to  carry  on  the  Spanifli  commerce  ex* 
dufively,  which  gave  both  an  univerial  and  very  juft  oflfence  f 
for  as  the  whole  nation  had  borne  the  expence  of  the  war>  and 
trade  in  general  had  fuSercd  thereby,  it  was  but  reafonable  that 
the  benefits  of  peace  (hould  be  as  diffiifive.  This  evil,  how* 
ever,  was  of  no  long  continuance }  the  parliament  reprefented 
to  the  king  fo  clearly  the  mifchiefi  that  would  inevitably  attend 
fuch  a  monopoly,  that  his  Majefty  was  content  to  diflblve  the 
Mv-ereded  company,  and  to  leave  the  Spanifli  trade  entirely 
open^ 

n  0'ft).rne*s  trftditionO  neaiokt  of  iht  reign  of  King  James,  In  hit  workf. 
Vol.  ii.  p.  105.  Sir  A.  W.  Coafc  an<l  chara£^er  of  King  Jtmes,  p,  z6,if.  See 
alib  ao  hiflotical  view  ci  the  aegocUtions  between  tbe  c««urtt  of  £ffigieml»  pTiace« 
and  BruflHs,  from  the  MS.  (lice-paperf  of  Sir  T.  £<lm»ade.%  bj  Dr.  Bircb,  p. 
a&a,  2»],  a»4.  •  See  the  life  of  Lord  Bur  etgh,  written  by  one  of 

lUs  domeftict,  in  the  firft  Volume  of  Peck's  defideiata  curioft,  p.  54.  ^  Ry. 

mer't  focdera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  $19"^ $9^-    Stowe*t  ann.  p.  34S.  t  DetcQioa 

of  the  cnnre  and  (late  of  England,  by  Roger  Coke,  Efq;  p«  17.  edit.  (^96.  See 
Hkewiit  the  a6t  3  James  L  e.  vi.  which  recites,  among  other  things,  chit  fiich 
A  monopoly  tended  to  abate  the  prices  of  our  wools  and  dotfat,  &c» 

It 
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tt  muft>  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  thert  ^as  si  Tcry 
ilrong  party  againft  making  this  peace,  and  who  did  not  ceafe 
to  publiih  their  diilike  add  apprehenfions  concerning  it,  eteit 
after  it  was  concluded  \  The  point  was  certainly. of  high  im- 
portance, otherwife  it  would  not  hare  been  fo  warmly  canvailed 
in  thofe  days  ^  and  it  muft  alfo  hare  been  pretty  difficult,  fince 
the  difpute  has  reached  eten  to  our  days,  modern  writers  differ- 
ing as  much  about  the  wifdom  of  King  James  in  this  article,  as 
thofe  who  lived  in  his  time^  To  difcufs  the  matter  here>  woiild 
require  more  room  than  we  have  to  fpare ;  to  pafs  it  entirely 
over  would  be  amifs,  confidering  the  near  relation  it  has  to  the 
fubjed  of  this  worki  I  will  therefore  content  myfelf  with 
ftating  the  beft  reafbns  that  have  been  offered  againft  the  peace, 
as  they  were  drawn  up  by  the  mafterly  hand  of  Sir  Walter  Ra*. 
kigh,  and  the  anfwers  given  to  them ;  both  which  I  fhall  leave 
to  the  reader's  confideration^  without  fatiguing  him  with  any 
comment  of  my  own  ^  Sir  Walter's  reafons  were  five,  turning 
chiefly  on  the  inability  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  continue  the  war^ 
and  the  mighty  profits  he  was  likely  to  reap  from  the  contlufion 
of  the  peace,  i.  He  alledged,  «  That  his  Catholic  majefty  had 
<<  ib  ezhaufted  his  treafure,  thjit  he  was  no  longer  able  to  main^^ 
<<  tain  the  arch^-duke's  army  in  Flanders.''  To  this  it  was  an* 
fwered,  that  the  f«A  was  very  doubtful,  efpccially  if  the  king 
of  Spain  was  in  a  condition  to  beflow  thofe  mighty  bribes,  that 
were  faid  to  be  diftributed  at  the  time  this  peace  was  made. 
a.  '*  The  interruption  of  his  trade^  and  the  loffes  of  his  mer«* 
«  chants  were  ib  great,  as  to  break  both  his  banks  at  Seville.'' 
It  is  granted,  that  the  fubjedis  of  the  king  of  Spain  foffered  ex-» 
ceffively  by  the  continuance  of  this  wari  but  it  does  not  foUoi^ 
that  we  gained  in  proportion )  neither  is  it  dear,  that  if  his 
Catholic  majefty  had  been  undone,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ot 
bis  fubje£^  would  have  been  gainers.  3.  <<  tte  was  afraid  that 
<«  the  EngUfh  and  Netherianders  would  plant  io  the  Weft 

4  See  MHnwood^t  memorials,  roh  li.  p.  i5,Pi,  lot.  IKTliron,  Oi^rn,  end 
•It  the  memoir^ writers  of  thofe  times.  ^  Tbefe,  which  were  polfibly  the 

very  pointi  of  his  memorial  to  the  kio|;  *^n(t  the  treaty,  are  to  be  found  in  ^ir 
Wttlter^s  dUlogue  between  i  recttfant  and  a  Jefutt,  among  the  genttine  remaini» 
publifhed  it  the  end  of  an  abftd^menc  of  his  biiioty  of  tbc  world,  by  Philip  Ra- 
leigh, Efq}  8vo.  if 00. 

Vol.  L  3  M  *»  Indies." 
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^  Indies.*^    If  this  fear  drove  him  to  grant  ns  better  terms,  it 
was  our  advantage;  if  not,  we  conld  have  obtained  Utile   b7 
fettling  in  thofe  parts  of  America  which  are  daimed  bj  Spain  ; 
and  it  was  never  pretended^  that  we  made  this  war  to  extend 
the  trade  or  to  procure  countries  fer  the  Dutch.    4.  «  The 
^  king  of  Spain  makes  this  peace  to  recruit  his  cofFers,  and  en- 
•^  able  htmfetf  to  break  into  war  again.*^    To  judge  by  what 
was  paft,  this  could  not  well  be  the  motive  i  for  it  conld  hardly 
be  fuppofed  that  Spain  would  ibon  recover  as  great  ftrength  as 
ttc  had  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  when  7^  flic  was 
finable  to  eicecnte  her  own  pfojefts^  or  to  defend  hcrfdf  againft 
vs.     5.  *<  The  king  of  Spain  took  this  flep^  that  the  Englilh 
«  might  decline  and  forget  the  paflsges  and  pik>tage  to  the 
•<  Weft  Indies,  and  their  fea-oflSccrs  be  worn  out ;  for,  except 
^  a  little  trade  for  tobacco,  there  is  not  a  fhip  that  fails  that 
M  way ;  and  feeing  the  Spaniards  may  hang  up  the  Engiifh,  or 
^  put  them  to  death  by  torments,  as  they  do>  and  that  the 
^  Engiifh  dare  not  oflTcnd  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts,  a  moft 
^  notable  advantage  gotten  i!^  theconclufion  of  the  peace!  it  is 
«  certain  that  the  Englifli  will  give  over  that  navigation,  to  the 
«<  infinite  advantage  of  the  Spanifh  king,  both  prefent  and  fu- 
^  ture.''  Experience  fhcwed,  that,  though  this  was  a  planfible, 
yet  it  was  net  a  true  deduAion  ^  for,,  in  confequence  of  this 
peace,  many  plantations  were  fettled  by  us>  and  our  trade  to 
America  in  particular,  as  well  as  our  commerce  in  general^  floa« 
rifhed  beyond  (he  example  of  former  times.    Inflead  of  objec- 
tions, which  are  eafily  framed  againft  the  beft  meafuresby  men 
of  quick  parts  and  much  political  knowledge,  it  would  have 
been  more  to  the  purpofe  to  have  (hewn  what  advantages  we 
were  to  reap  from  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  how  it  might 
have  been  better  ended  at  hfl,  than*  by  fuch  a  peace  as  was  now 
made. 

But  if  this  treaty  gave  fbme  diflatisfaAion  at  home,  it  raifed 
90  left  difcontent  abroad  ^    The  Hollanders^  who  were  left  to 

s  View  of  the  negociationt  between  England,  France,  end  Braflelf,  by  Dr. 
liircb,  p.  287.  'Wiaw»od*s  roemoria!t.  vol.  il.  p.  4s 3»  494>  Bf  c^nparmg 
tWe  book*  cbe  reader  wtil  fee,  cbat  Ring  J«nies  was  ooc  fo  pttfillarjmoos  » 
ptincc,  in  rcfpe^t  to  fordgn  affairs,  at  he  is  generally  reprefeiucd,  bat  bad  fpitk 
enough  to  demand  facitfA^Mon  for  an  infinnatron  of  cbi»  fort  by  prince  Minrke  (• 
Che  luta,  and  (leadineft  enovgb  to  iofift  Mpon  and  to  obtain  It. 

fliii": 
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fhift  for  themfelvesy  and  who  had  reaped  fo  great  advantages 
from  the  favour  of  Queen  Elifabeth,  were  e^ceedinglj  exaC- 
perated  at  a  ftep  fo  much  to  their  immediate  difadvantage.  Bat 
as  they  found  themfelves  ftHl  (Irong  enough  not  only  to  cope 
with  the  Spaniarda*  but  alfo  to  make  a  greater  figure  than  moft 
ether  nations  at  fea,  they  loft  that  rcfpedl  which  was  due  to 
the  Englifh  flag,  and  began  to  aiTume  to  themfelves  a  kind  of 
equality  even  in  the  narrow  feas*  This  was  quickly  rcprefent- 
ed  to  the  king  as  an  indignity  not  to  be  borne^  and  thereupoa 
he  direAed  a  fleet  to  be  fitted  out,  the  command  of  which  was 
given  to  Sir  William  Monfon,  with  inftrufiions  to  maintaio 
the  honeur  of  the  Englifh  flag»  and  that  fuperiorhy  which  wa» 
derived  to  him  from  his  anteftors  in  the  Britifh  ieas^  This 
fleet  put  to  fea  in  the  fpring  of  1604,  ^^^  ^^  contipued  aa» 
Dually  under  the  fame  admiral^  who  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  great  fpirit  and  much  experience^  for,  as  he  tells  us  ia 
his  own  memoirss  he  ferved  in  the  firft  (hip  of  war  fitted  out 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elifabeth,  and  was  an  admiral  in  the  laft 
fleet  flie  ever  fent  to  lea.  Tet  he  foimd  it  a  very  difficult  mat- 
ter to  execute  his  commiflion  \  the  Dutch,  whenever  he  con^ 
ferred  with  any  of  their  clnef  officers,  gave  him  fine  language 
and  fair  promifes  ;  bat  they  minded  them  very  little,  taking  our 
{hips  on  very  frivolous  pretences»  and  treating  tfaoTe  they  found 
•on  board  them  with  great  Severity,  till  fucli  time  as  ic  appeared 
the  admiral  would  not  bear  fuch  ufage,  and  began  to  make  re«* 
prifals,  threatening  to  hang  as  pirates  people  who  ihewed  them- 
felves very  little  better  in  their  anions.  There  were  alfo  high 
contefls  about  the  flag,  which  began  through  fome  accidental 
civilities  (hewn  to  the  Hollanders  in  the  late  reign,  when  tfaef 
failed  under  the  command  of  Englifh  admirals,  upon  joint  ex«- 
peditions,  and  were  on  that  account  treated  as  if  they  had  been 
her  Majefly*6  own  fubje£ts ;  which  favours  they  now  pretended 
to  claim  as  prerogatives  due  to  them  in  quality  of  an  independent 
Aate".  We  have  no  matters  of  very  great  importance  to  treat 
in  this  reign,  and  therefore  I  think  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  give 

t  Winwoo4*i  memwUUf  fol.  it.  p.  17,  34,  361  5$.  Sir  Anthony  WeIdoA*t 
court  and  charaAer  of  King  Jtmes,  p.  48,  49.  Sir  WiUi4|n  Moofon^s  Aaval  traOs, 
p.  a.37.     Rapin,  voL  ii.  p.  170.  ^  See  this   matter  ftated  inScldeni  mart 

clMifamy  lib.  il.  cap.  a6.    Molloy  de  jure  maritino,  tit.  FI.46. 
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fhe  reader  an  account  in  Sir  William  Monfbn's  own  words^  cf 
f  he  fpirit  with  nf  bicl^  he  iniifted  on  fatisfa£kion  from  the  Dutch 
on  this  head,  whereby  the  right  of  the  Englifh  flag,  which  ba« 
been  fo  much  flood  upon  fincCf  was  eftablifl^ed  with  re^d  to 
thisr  republic  $  the  rather^  becaufe  I  know  there  are  many  who 
vill  fcarce  believe,  that  matters  of  this  nature  were  carried  fo 
far  (perhaps  as  far  as  they  were  evef  ^arried^i  under  fo  pacific 
^  prince. 

<«  Jn  my  return  fron^  Calais,"  fays  Sir  William,  «  thefirft  of 
f<  July  i<5o5,  with  the  emperor's  ambaflador,  ^  I  approached 
^<  near  Dover  road,  (  perceived  an  increafe  of  «fix  (hips  to  thc^e 
f  ^  I  kft  there  three  days  before,  one  of  them  being  the  admi- 
^f *  ral  ^  their  cofning  in  (hew  was  to  beleaguer  ^he  Spaniards^ 
«f  who  were  then  at  Dover. 

<<  As  I  drew  near  them  the  admiral  ftmck  his  flag  thrice, 
^<  and  advanced  it  agaii^.  His  coming  from  the  other  coaft  at 
f<  fuch  4  time,  caufed  ine  to  make  ariotber  conftruftion  than 
f<  he  pretended ;  and  indeed  it  fo  fell  out,  for  I  conceived  his 
^'  arrival  at  that  tinoe  wa^  fo^r  no  other  end  than  to  fliew  the 
f <  ambaflador,  who  be  knew  wovild  fpread  it  abroad  through^ 
^'  out  all  Europe,  as  s^lfo  the  Spaniards,  th^t  they  might  have 
f<  the  lefs  efleem  of  his  Majefty^  prerogative  in  the  narrow 
^<  feas,  that  by  their  wearing  their  ^ag,  they  might  be  reputed 
«  kings  of  the  fea^  a^  well  as  his  Majefty*  I  hafteneid  the 
f  *  ambaflador  afhore,  and  difpatched  a  gentleman  to  the  ad- 
<"<  miral,  tQ  eptreat  ^is  company  fh^nei^t  day  to  dinner,  which 
f*  he  willingly  promifed, 

*<  The  gentleman  told  him,  I  required  him  to  take  in  his 
f<  flag,  as  a  duty  due  to  his  Majefly's  fhips :  he  s^nfwered,  that 
f  <  he  had  iknck  it  thrice,  wl^ich  he  thought  to  he  a  very  fuffi« 
f<  cient  acknowledgment,  and  it  was  n^ore  than  former  admU 
?«  rals  of  the  narrow  feas  had  required  at  his  hands. 

««  The  gentleman  replied,  that  he  expe£led  fu?h  an  anfwer 
S*  from  him,  and  therefore  he  was  prepared  with  what  to  fay 
<<  to  that  point.  He  told  him,  the  times  were  altered ;  for 
<^  when  no  more  but  finking  the  ^og  wa^  required,  England 
)<  and  Holland  were  both  of  them  in  hofliltty  with  Spain, 
5*  which  caufed  her  Majefly  to  tolerate  divert  things  in  them; 
\<  as^  for  inftance,  the  admiral's  wearing  his  flag  in  the  cipc- 

«  diiion 
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^<  ditton  to  Cadiz,  and  the  iflands^  vhere  the  lord  admiral  of 
9*  England  and  the  lord  of  Eflex  went  as  generals,  and  that 
••  courtefy  they  could  not  challenge  by  right,  but  by  permif- 
<<  fion  \  and  the  wars  being  now  ceafed,  his  Majefty  did  require 
^  by  me,  his  mmifter,  fuch  rights  and  duties  as  have  formerly 
<<  belonged  to  his  progenitors. 

*«  The  admiral  rcfufed  to  obey  my  command,  faying,  he  cx- 
**  pefled  more  favour  from  me  than'  from  other  admirals,  in 
<<  refpe£t  of  our  long  and  loving  acquaintance ;  but  he  was 
*<  anfwered  that  all  obligations  of  private  friendlhip  muft  be 
^  laid  afide,  when  the  honour  of  one's  king  and  country  is  at 
*<  ftake.  The  gentleman  advifed  him  in  a  friendly  manner  to 
<*  yield  to  my  demand  ;  if  not,  he  had  commiiTion  to  tell  himf 
^<  I  meant  to  weigh  anchor,  and  come  near  him,  and  that  the 
^*  force  of  our  fliips  Ihould  determine  the  queftion ;  for,  ra- 
<<  ther  than  I  would  fuffer  his  flag  to  be  worn  in  view  of  fo 
^  many  nations  as  were  to  behold  it,  I  refolvcd  to  bury  myfcif 
*«  in  the  fta. 

<<  The  admiral,  it  feems,  upon  better  advice^  took  in  his 
<(  flag,  and  flood  immediately  off  to  fea,  firing  a  gun  for  the 
<<  reft  of  the  fleet  to  follow  him.  And  thus  I  loft  my  gueft 
<*  the  next  day  at  dinner,  as  he  had  promifed. 

«<  This  paflagc  betwixt  the  admiral  and  me  was  obfcrvcd 
•«  from  the  fhore,  people  beholding  us  to  fee  the  event.  Upon 
<<  my  landing  I  met  with  Sciriago,  the  general  of  the  Spaniards^ 
'*  who  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elifabeth  was  employed  under 
<<  Mendoza,  the  ambaflador  of  Spain.  He  told  me,  that  if 
**  the  Hollanders  had  worn  their  flag,  times  had  been  ftrangely 
<<  altered  in  England,  lince  his  old  mafter  King  Philip  the  fe* 
^<  cond  was  (hot  at  by  the  lord  admiral  of  England,  for  wear- 
f<  ing  his  flag  in  the  narrow  feas,  wlxen  he  came  to  marrj 
f •  Queen  Mary  w." 

Thefe  difputes  continued  for  many  years;  and  thought 
through  the  vigilance  of  admiral  Monfon,  the  Dutch  were  de» 
feated  in  all  their  pretenfions,  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Bri- 
tiOi  fovercignty  at  fea  were  thoroughly  maintained  j  yet  the  re- 
public of  Holland  ftill  kept  up  a  fpirit  of  refeqtment,  which 

^  Sir  WillUm  Moifoo*!  imval  traOf,  p.  Z4>>  »43* 
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tM-oke  out  m  fucb  a&s  of  violence,  as  vould  not  Iutc  been 
paft  by  in  the  days  of  Queen^Elifabeth ;  yet  our  admiral  does 
not  feem  to  charge  the  king  or  his  cnioidrj  in  general^  with 
want  of  iQclmation  to  do  themfelvcs  jvftice  i  bat  lays  it  ex* 
pre&ly  at  the  door  of  iecxetary  Cecil|  afterwards  earl  of  Salif- 
bury ;  who  thought  it,  he  fays,  good  policy  to  pais  by  fiich 
kind  of  offences*,  but  he  does  not  report  any  reafons  opon 
which  that  kjnd  of  policy  was  pxMinded  %  yet  it  did  not  abfi>* 
lately,  or  conftantly  prevail,  even  in  the  councib  of  King 
James  ^  for  upon  fome  furmifes  that  foreigners  took  unrea(ba« 
able  liberties  in  fiibing  in  our  feas,  a  proclamation  was  publifh* 
ed  in  the  year  i6oB»  roimdly  afierting  the  king's  fovereignty  in 
^  that  point,  and  prohibiting  all  foreign  nations  to  fifii  on  the 
Britiih  coaft ;  this,  though  general  in  appearance,  had  yet  a 
more  particular  relation  to  the  Dutch,  who  found  themfelves  fo 
far  affeAed  thereby,  efpecially  when  the  king  appointed  com- 
tniflioners  at  London  for  granting  licences  to  fuch  foreigners 
as  would  fiih  on  the  £ngli(h  coaft;   and  at  Edinburgh,  for 
granting  licences  of  the  like  nature  to  foch  as  would  fi(h  in  the 
northern  fea ;  and  to  thefe  regulations,  though  with  great  re* 
1u£lance,  they  fubmitted  for  the  prefent ;  the  reafon  of  which 
feems  to  be,  their  having  then  affairs  of  great  moment  to  ma- 
nage with  the  court  of  Great  Britain  ^.     In  thefe  important 
concerns,  notwithftanding  all  that  had  pafied,  they  fucceeded, 
and  two  treaties  were  concluded  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  June, 
1608,  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  States- 
General  ;  the  one  of  peace  and  alliance,  the  other  for  ftating 
and  fettling  the  debt  due  to  King  James  *.     One  would  have 

X  The  reader  may  confalt  the  dirpttchn  of  this  great  mInl/Vc,  in  Wiri- 
wood't  mcmoriaU.  The  grand  point  upon  which  the  HuJianders  flo-xl,  wai 
onr  old  treatiei  with  the  houfe  of  Burgundy,  which,  (hey  faid,  (houtd  be  ob- 
fcrvcd  towards  them.  The  reafon,  probably,*  of  Saliflmry**  counreoancin^ 
them  was  this,  that  hU  fatjier  had  advifcd  <^een  Elif-beih  to  inHtl  en  thofc 
treaties  ai  fuificicnt  Co  jufVify  her  aflifting  the  provincet,  nocwithftandiag  het 
leagues  with  Spain.     Sir  William  Mon/bn's  naval  tracts  p«  244. 

r  Winwood's  memorials,  vol.  il.  p.  358,  3J9,  See  a  Tery  fcarce  «r?d  cti- 
rious  traft,  imitled,  England's  way  to  win  wealth,  9fc.  by  Tobias  Gentle* 
van,  London,  1614,  4to,  dedicated  to  the  earl  of  NortJuropton,  where  tbc 
hijuries  the.Britifh  nation  fufTercd  by  the  Dutch  fiOiing  in  our  ieas^are  drfcribtd 
at  large.  ^  Rymer*s  fcedera,  tone  avL  p.  6741  ^*fi^* 
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imagined,  that  the  adYaotages  obtained  by  thefe  treaties  fliould 
have  brought  the  republic  to  a  better  tetnper  in  refpeA  to  other 
matters;  but  it  did  not,  for  within  a  ihort  time  after,  they  dif* 
pbted  paying  the  afliae«henriag  in  Scotland,  the  liceoce-^noney 
it!  England ;  and,  to  proteft  their  fubjefts  from  the  penahies 
which  might  attend  fuch  a  refu&I,  they  fent  (hips  of  force  to 
eTcort  their  herring  buffes*.  Thefe  faAs,  as  they  are  incon* 
teftibie,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  rdate>  though  without  the 
kaft  prejudice  againft  the  Dutch,  who  are  a  people  certainly  to 
be  commended  for  all  fuch  inftances  of  their  public  fpirit,  aa 
appear  tp  be  confiftent  with  the  right  of  their  neighbours,  and 
the  law  q[  nations  ^. 

But  at  this  time  of  day,  mimfters  were  two  much  afraid  of 
parliaments  to  run  the  hazard  of  lofmg  any  of  the  nation'^ 
ri^s,  for  want  of  infkting  upon  them,  and  therefore  they  pre* 
▼ailed  upon  the  king  to  repuUilh  his  proclamation  (which  foI-> 
lows),  that  a  parliament)  whenever  they  met,  might  (ce  they 
had  done  their  duty,  and  ad?ife  the  king  thereupon  as  the/ 
flkould  think  fit. 

The  Proclamation  concerning  Fifliing. 

WHEREAS,  we  have  been  contented^  fince  our  coming 
to  the  crown,  to  tolerate  an  indifferent  and  promifcuous 
kind  of  liberty,  to  all  our  friends  whatfoever^  to  fifli  within  our 
ib-eaias^  and  upon  any  of  our  coafts  of  Great  Britain,  Irelaud^ 
and  other  adjacent  iflands,  fo  far  forth  as  the  permiflion,  or 
uie  thereof,  might  not  redound  to  the  impeachment  of  our  pre« 
rogative  royal^  or  to  the  hurt  and  damage  of  our  loving  fub- 
je^,  whofe  prefervation'and  flouriihing  eflate,  we  hold  our« 
fclf  principally  bound  to  advance  before  all  worldly  rcfpciSs  - 
{o  finding,  that  our  continuance  therein,  hath  not  only  given 
occaiion  of  over-great  encroachments  upon  our  regalities,  or 
rather  queftioning  of  onr  right,  but  hath  been  a  means  of  daily 
wrongs  to  our  own  people^  that  excrcife  the  trade  uf  fifliing^ 

•  Stftdeni  mare  clauf.  lib.  ii.  cip.  jx.  ex  Rot.  Par:i»tncD?.  4  Jac.  6,  cap.  tfo. 
&  Kot.  Parltamenc,  6  eja(3ein  ctp.  8tf.  »*    fhc  vo-.jvhcr.*  for  ihefc 

tU^*  ipay  aU  be  toiind  ia  the  p9per-.£c% 
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as  (either  hy  the  multitude  of  ftrangersi  which  d«  pre-occiip|^ 
thofe  places,  or  by  the'  injuries  which  they  receive  moi\  com^ 
monly  at  their  hands)  our  fubje£b  are  conftrained  to  abandcKi 
their  fifhing)  or  at  leaft  are  become  fo  difcouraged  in  the  fanic» 
as  tbef  hold  it  better  for  them  to  betake  themfelves  to  fome 
other  courfe  of  living,  wheceby  not  only  divers  of  our  coaft 
towns  are  much  decayed,  but  the  number  of  our  mariners  daitjr 
diminifhed,  which  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence  to  our 
eftate,  confidering  how  much  the  ftrcngth  thereof  confifteth  in 
the  power  of  ihipping  and  ufe  of  navigation ;  we  have  thought 
it  now  both  juft  and  ncccflary,  in  refpeft  that  we  are  now,  by 
God's  favours,  lineally  and  lawfully  poiTefTed,  as  well  of  the 
ifland  of  Great  Britain,  as  of  Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  ifles 
adjacent;  to  bethink  ourfelves  of  good  and  lawful  means  to 
prevent  thofe  inconveniencies,  and  many  others  depending  on 
the  fame.  In  conGderation  whereof,  as  we  are  dcfirous  that 
the  world  may  take  notice,  that  we  have  no  intention  to  deny 
our  neighbours  and  allien  thofe  fruits  and  benefits  gf  peace  and 
friendlhip,  which  may  be  juftly  expe£led  at  our  hands,  in^  ho- 
nour and  reafon,  or  are  atfbrded  by  other  princes  mutually  in 
the  point  of  commerce,  and  exchange  of  thofe  things  which 
may  not  prove  prejudicial  to  them  5  fo  becaufe  fome  fuch  con- 
venient order  may  be  taken  in  this  matter,  as  may  fufficiently 
provide  for  all  thofe  important  confiderations  which  depend 
thereupon;  we  have  rcfolved,  firft,  to  give  notice  to  all  the 
world,  that  our  exprefs  pleafure^s,  that  from  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  Auguft  next  coming,  no  perfoil,  of  what  nadoa 
er  quality  foever,  being  not  our  natural-born  fubjefts,  be  per- 
mitted to  fifh  upon  any  of  our^coafts  and  feas  of  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  ifles  adjacent,  where  moft  ufually 
heretofore  any  fifliing  hath  been,  unril  they  have  orderly  de- 
manded and  obtained  licences  from  us,  or  fuch  our  commil^ 
(ioncrs  as  we  have  authorifed  in  that  behalf,  viz,  at  London 
for  our  realms  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  at  Edinburgh  for 
our  realm  of  Scotland,  which  licences  our  intention  is,  fhall  be 
yearly  demanded  for  fo  many  veflels  and  fliips,  and  the  tonnage 
thereof,  as  (hall  intend  to  fifli  for  that  whole  year,  or  any  part 
thereof,  upon  any  of  our  coafls  and  feas,  as  aforefaid,  upon 

pain 
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^in  of  fuch  chaftifement^  as  Ihall  be  fie  to  be  infli£%ed  upon 
fuch  as  are  wilfullf  oiFender^ 

Cri?en  at  our  palace  of  Wefttninfter^  the  6th  day  of 
May^  in  the  7th  year  of  our  rei^n  of  Great  Bri- 
taiB|  anm  Dam.  1609* 

There  were  alfo  fome  ftruggldi  in  this  reign  with  the 
French^  about  the  fame  rights  of  fifhery,  and  the  fovereignty 
of  the  fea,  in  whichi  through  the  vigorous  meafures  taken 
^y  Sir  WiUiam  JMonfon^  the  nation' prevailed^  and  the  French 
were  obliged  to  deiift  from  their  pra£iices  of  difturbing  our 
£{hermeb,  and  otheiivife  injuring  our  navigation  ^  In  1614^ 
the  fame  admiral  wa^  fent  to  fcour  the  iScots  and  Jrifh  feas^ 
which  were  much  infefted  with  pirates;  We  need  not  much 
wonder  at  this,  if  we  confider,  that^  till  King  Jameses  acceflion 
to  the  throne  of  England,  there  was  little,  indeed  fcarce  any 
tiavat  ftrength  in  his  own  country,  and  that  In  treland,  the  Spa- 
niards, by  frequently  pra£Hiing  this  piratical  trade  during  the 
war,  had  given  the  barbarous  inhabitants  JTuch  a  reliih  of  it, 
that  they  could  not  fbrfake  it  in  time  of  peace;  The  noife^ 
however,  of  their  depredations  far  exceeded  the  damage  )  for 
when,  on  the  firft  of  June,  Sir  William  Monfon  mftde  the  coaft 
t>f  Caithnefs,  the  moft  northern  part  of  Scotland,  he  found 
that,  inftead  of  twenty  pirates,  of  whom  he  exped^ed  to  have 
Intelligence  in  thofe  parts,  there  witre  in  fa£k  but  two,  one  of 
\7h01n  immediately  furrehdered,  and  the  other  was  afterwardls 
taken  by  the  admiral  on  the  coaft  of  treland  ;  wtiei^  by  a  pro* 
per  mixture  of  clemtocy  and  feverity,  he  extirpated  thefe  rovers^ 
and  reclaimed  the  inhabitants  of  the  (bM:oaft  from  their  fcanda* 
lous  ^ay  of  living,  by  affording  (helter  and  protedion  to  pi* 
rates,  furnifhing  them  with  provifions,  and  taking  their  plunder 
inexchange«  This  fervice  Sir  VTiUiaxh  performed  ia  three 
tiionths  K 

^  Sir  Wtliiam  Afoofon^i  nivi]  trafts,  p.  U).    Gtiitleman^s  KagUn^i  way  t» 
vrm  wealth,  p.  34.  ^  Sir  Wiliiam  Moofoii'a  naval  traOs,  p.  a47,  »;!• 

'The  Dmch  ambaitador.  by  order  of  the  Sratei,  had  complained  loudly  of  thai* 
^tratei  la  tdit,  aad  had  even  deOred  tlie  king's  permUSon  to  pnrfne  them  ifi|o 
the  vKry  haven  of  chat  kip^dom  (trelaod).  Viawood*t  memoriajfy  vol.  HI. 
p.  %%St  al5. 
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In  t6iyi  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  tras  reks^fed  firom  his  impriiozr- 
xncnt  in  the  Tower,  and  had  a  commiffion  from  the  king  to  difl 
cover  and  take  pofiefEon  of  any  countries  in  the  fouth  of  Ame- 
tioLf  which  were  inhabited  by  heathen  nations,  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  commerce  and  the  propagation  of  rdlgion*  ^  in  the  un- 
dertaking which  expedition,  his  expences  were  borne  by  him- 
felf>  his  firiendi,  and  fuch  merchants  as  entertained  a  good  opi* 
Aion  of  the  vopge.  His  defign  has  been  Yarioufly  reprefented, 
and  I  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  examine  it  hereafter  more  at  large, 
in  its  proper  place.  At  prefent,  I  am  to  fpeak  of  it  only  as  a 
public  concern,  in  which  light  it  was  juftifiable  beyond  all  quef- 
t^on,  notwithftanding  the  outcries  that  were  made  againft  it  by 
the  Spaniards.  It  is  indeed  pretty  evident,  that  the  complaints 
of  their  minifter  Don  Diego  Sarmtento  d*Acuna,  (b  well  known 
afterwards  by  the  title  of  Count  Gondemar,  were  not  lb  much 
grounded  <m  any  notions  he  himielf  had  of  the  injufttee  of  this 
defign,  as  on  a  piece  of  Spanifh  policy,  by  railing  a  clamour 
on  falfe  pretences,  to  difcorer  the  true  fcope  and  intent  of  Sir 
Walter's  voyage.  In  this  he  was  but  too  fucccfsful  j  for,  upon 
his  reprefentations,  that  excellent  perfon  was  obliged  to  give  a 
diftind  account,  as  well  of  his  preparations  for  executihg,  as  of 
the  deiign  he  was  to  execute;  and  this  (by  what  means  is  not 
clear)  was  communicated  to  the  Spaniards,  who  thereby  gained 
an  opportunity,  firft  of  difappointing  him  in  America,  and  then 
of  taking  off  bis  head  upon  his  return,  to  the  lafting  difhonour 
of  this  reign,  as  well  as  the  great  detriment  of  the  nation  \  for, 
without  all  doubt,  this  projcft  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's,  for  fet- 
tling in  Guiana,  was  not  only  well  contrived,  but  well  founded  ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  followed,  might  have  been  as  beneficial  to 
Britsiin  as  Bras^il  is  to  Portugal^. 

The  difputes  with  the  ftatcs  of  Holland',  in  reference  to  the 
right  of  fifhing,  broke  out  again,  in  the  year  i6i^  from  the 

c  RyacrN  fiakra,  voL  xtL  p,  7^  t  &u  OUyt't  Itfc  oT  Sir  Waiter 

Raleigh,  p.  9<^« 

S  Mr.  Camdto,  in  his  anaaU  of  tht  reign  of  tbi»  prince,  %Sy  Uut  xht  dcpa* 
ties  of  the  ftafei,.  at  their  lodienee  of  the  ktagr  on  the  thirty^u^ft  of  Deccoibcr, 
itfiS,  iotreatcd  that  nothing  might  he  dune  in  refpcA  to  the  herriAg-fifiiifig,  at  *c 
was  the  great  fupport  of  their  conamonwealth,  and  the  only  fnccomt  aod  i^icf  «t 
*h'e  catamoa  pevple,  in  regard  to  ±e  iroubles  then  amongft  them. 

o!c 
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old  canfes,  ivhicfa  were  plainly  a  Very  high  prefumptian  of  their 
own  markitfic  force^  and  an  opinion  thej  had  entertained  of  the 
king's  being  much  addicted  to  peace.  It  is  not  at  all  impoffible^ 
that  they  had  a  great  opini<Mi  Ukewife  of  their  minifter's  capa* 
^itjf  and  that  fooner  or  later,  if  they  could  but  keep  up  a  long 
f^egociation,  they  might  either  prevail  upon  the  king  to  drop  hig 
pretenGons,  or  repeat  their  own  iU-founded  excufes  fo  often^ 
ciU  in  the  clofe  they  gained  credit.  At  this  time,  thofe  wh» 
hated  the  Engliih  miniftry,  treated  thefe  differences  with  that 
rcpufaiic  as  rather  criminal  than  honourable ;  but  the  fame  men 
living  long  enough  to  |^t  the  fupreme  power  into  their  own 
liands,  in  the  time  of  the  long  p«iiament,  caufed  the  letters  €f 
ifaitc  written  at  that  junAure  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  dud  and 
rubbiih,  and  made  them,  without  the  fmalleft  fcruple^  the  foun«> 
<l?.tion  of  that  quarrel,  which  they  profecuted  with  force  of 
arms.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  no  occailoh  of  the  like  nature 
vrill  ever  happen ;  but,  nevertheiefs,  as  thofe  letters  arc  very 
curious,  and  much  to  the  purpofe,  a  few  extra£b  from  thei^ 
cannot  but  be  acceptable,  and  may  be  ufeful^ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Secretary  Naunton  to  Sir  Dud- 
ley Carleton,  ambaflador  to  the  State&-Gencral,  dated  th^ 
aid  of  December,  i6iS, 

<*  I  must  now  let  your  lordlhip  know,  that  the  ftates  com^ 
«<  miflioners  and  deputies  both,  having  attended  his  Majefty  at 
<<  Newmarket,  and  there  prefented  their  letters  of  credence, 
**  returned  to  Xiondon  on  Saturday  was  fe'ennight,  and,  upon 
<<  Tuefday,  had  audience  in  the  council-chamber,  where,  being 
'<  required  to  coromontcate  the  points  of  their  commiiTion,  they 
^  delivered  their  meditated  anfwer  at  lengjth.  The  lords,  upon 
«<  perofal  of  it,  appointed  my  Lord  Bining  at^d  me  to  attend  his 
«  Majefty  for  dire&ions,  what  reply  to  return  to  this  anfwer 
«<  of  theirs,  which  we  reprefcnted  to  their  lordfliips  yederday 
««  to  this  eflPeft  ;  That  his  Majefty  found  it  ftrange,  that  they, 
'>  having  been  fo  often  required  by  your  iordftiip,  his  Majefty's 
^f  ambaiTador,  as  fronr-himfeTf  in  their  public  aflemblies,  to 
<<  fend  over  commiffioners  fully  autborifed  to  treat  and  con» 
«<  cjude,  not  vnly  of  all  differences  grown  between  the  fubjeds 

3N  a  of 
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^<  of  both  ftates,  touching  the  trade  to  the  Baft  Indies,  and  th« 
f*  whale-fifhingt  and  to  regulate  and  fettle  a  joint  and  an  ere* 
f'  traffic  in  thofe  quarters  $  but  withal,  to  take  order  for  a 
<^  more  indtfierent  courfe  pf  determining  other  quefiions,  growr 
f<  ing  betveen  our  merchants  and  them,  about  their  draperies 
«  and  the  tare ;  and  more  efpecially,  to  determine  his  Majefty's 
f'  right  for  the  fele  fifhing,  upon  all  the  coafty  of  his  tbrep 
<<  kingdoms,  into  which  they  had  of  late  times  incroacfaed  far- 
<^  ther  than  of  right  they  could;  and,  laftly,  for  the  rc^lement 
U  and  reducing  of  their  coins,  to  fuch  a  proportion  and  cor- 
i^  rei^ndence  with  thofe  of  his  Majefty  and  other  fbtes,  that 
<«  dieir  fttbjeAs  might  make  np  advantage  to  tranfport  our  mo^ 
^'  nies  by  enhancing  their  valuation  there.  AU  which  they  coo- 
f<  fefle^  youf  lordfhip  had  inftanced  them  for  in  his  Majefly's 
M  name  j  that  after  all  this  attent  on  his  Maje|)y^s  part»  and  fa 
**  long  delibeflticffi  oq  theirs,  they  were  come  at  latl  with  a 
M  propofition,  to  fpeak  only  to  the  two  firft  points,  and  in- 
^  ftruAed  thereunto  with  bare  lettep  of  credence  only,  which 
f^  his  Majefty  takes  for  an  iqsperious  fafhipn  of  proc^ding  in 
f  *  them,  as  if  they  were  come  hither  to  treat  of  what  themfelves 
5f  pleafedi  and  to  give  law  to  his  Majefty  in  Ips  own  kingdom, 
i*  aqd  to  propofe  and  admif  of  nothing  but  what  ibould  tend 
f*  merely  to  their  own  ends. 

«  To  the  fecond,  whereas  they  would  decline  all  debate  of 
^  the  6(hing  upon  his  Majefty^  coafts  firft,  by  allegations  of 
f  <  their  great  lofles,  and  the  fear  of  an  efmeute  of  their  people, 
<<  who  are  all  interefted  in  that  queftion,  and  would  bdike 
«  break  out  into  fome  combuftion  to  the  hazard  of  their  ftate, 
('  which  hath  lately  fcaped  naufrage,  and  is  not  yet  altogether 
t<  calmed.  What  is  this,  but  to  raife  an  advantage  to  them- 
*'  fches  out  of  their  difadvantage  ?  But  afterwards,  they  pro- 
f  *  fefted  their  lothnefs  to  call  it  into  doubt  or  queftion,  claiming 
«  an  immemorial  poftcflion,  feconded  by  the  law  of  nations ; 
<^  to  which  his  Majefty  will  have  them  told,  that  the  kings  of 
f<  Spain  have  fought  leave  (o  fifli  there  by  treaty  from  this 
<f  crown,  and  that  the  king  of  France,  a  nearer  neighbour  to 
f ^  our  coafts  than  they,  to  this  day  requefts  leave  for  a  few 
*f  vcflels  to  fifh  for  provifion  of  his  own  houfehold ;  that  they, 
f<  being  a  ftate  of  To  late  datCj  Oiould  be  tl^e  firft  that  woukl 

"  prefuBie 
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ff  prefume  to  qucftion  his  Majefty's  ancient  right,  fo  many  hun» 
*<  dred  years  mviokiUy  poflefied  by  his  progenitors,  and  ac- 
^<  knowledged  by  all  other  ancient  ftates  and  princes.  That 
<<  themfdves,  in  their  public  letters  of  the  laft  of  June,  fent  by 
f€  y4>||r  lordfhip,  feemed  then  to  confirm  their  immemorial  poi^ 
^^  feffion,  as  they  term  it,  with  divers  treaties,  as  are  that  of  the 
'<  jear  1550,  and  another  between  his  Majefty's  predeceflbrs 
«'  and  Charles  V.  as  prince  of  thofe  provinces,  and  not  by  the 
<(  law  of  nations.  To  which,  their  laft  plea,  his  Majefty  would 
«<  have  them  told,  that  he,  being  an  iflandct  prince,  is  not  ig- 
'<  norant  of  the  laws  and  rights  of  his  own  kingdom,  nor  doth 
^«  cxpeft  to  be  taught  the  law  of  nations  by  them,  or  their 
*<  Grotius,  whofe  ill  thriving  flight  rather  teach  others  to  dif- 
^  avow  his  pofitions ;  and  his  honefty  called  in  queftion  by 
*<  thjcmfelves,  might  render  his  learning  as  much  fufpedied  to 
^<  them  as  his  perfon.  This  his  Majefty  takes  for  an  high  point 
f*  of  his  fovereignty,  and  will  not  have  it  flighted  over  in  any 
f*  faihion  whatfoever. 

<<  Thus  I  have  particulated  unto  you  the  manner  of  our 
f^  proceeding  with  them.  Let  them  advife  to  feeic  leave  from 
^«  his  Majefty,  and  acknowledge  in  him  his  right,  ^s  other 
•«  princes  have  done,  and  do,  or  it  may  well  come  to  pafs,  that 
f<  they  that  will  needs  bear  all  the  vrorld  before  them,  by  their 
><  mare  lihirum^  may  foon  -come  to  have  neither  terrain  (s*  fi^ 
5<  lunif  nor  rempHblicam  liberam.^^ 

Extract  of  a  Lettee  of  the  faid  ambaflador  to  Secretary 
Nauntoni  dated  at  the  Haguci  the  thirtieth  of  Decembei', 
1618. 

f<  Whether  the  final  refolution  here  will  be  according  to 
<<  his  Majefty's  defire^  in  that  point  concerning  the  fifliing  upon 
<<  the  coafts  of  his  three  kingdoms,  ]  cannot  fay;  and  by  fome- 
«  what  whiph  fell  from  the  Prince  of  Orange,  by  way  of  diC* 
«  courfe,  when  he  took  leave  of  me  on  Monday  laft,  at  his 
<f  depanure,  I  furpe£t  it  will  not,  in  regard  the  magiftrates  of 
«  thefe  towns  of  Holland,  being  newly  placed,  and  yet  fcarce 
«<  faft  in  their  feats,  who  do  authorize  the  deputies  which  come 
ff  hither  to  the  aflembly  of  the  ftatcsj^  in  all  things  they  are  to 

«  treait 
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«  treat  and  rcfolvc,  will  not  adventure^  for  fear  of  the  l>eopIr, 
^<  to  determine  of  a  buGnefs  on  which  the  livelihood  of  6ftf 
*'  thouCind  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  one  fingle  province  doth 
<'  depend.    I  told  the  prince,  that  howfocver  his  Maj^,  both 
<<  in  honour  of  his  crown  and  perfon,  and  intereft  of  his  king- 
'<  doms,  neither  could  nor  would  any  longer  defift  from  having 
«  his  right  acknowledged  by  this  ftate,  as  well  as  bf  all  other 
<<  princes  and  commonwealths,  efpe^^ialiy  finding  the  fame  open- 
•<  ly  oppugned,  both  by  their  ftatcfmen  and  men  of  war,  as 
*^  the  writmgs  of  Grotins,  and  the  taking  of  John  Brown  the 
^<  Jaft  year,  may  teftify;  yet  this  acknowledgment  of  a  right 
-  **  and  a  due,  was  no  excluiion  of  grace  and  favour,  and  that 
<<  the  people  of  this  country  paying  that  fmall  tribute  upon 
*<  every  one  of  their  bufles,  which  is  not  Co  much  as  difputcd 
^*  by  any  other  nation  whatfocver,   fuch  was  his  Majefiy^ 
**  well-wifliing  to  this  ftate,  that  I  prefumed  of  his  perouffion 
*'  t'o  fufFer  them  to  continue  their  courie  of  fi(faing,  which  they 
«^  might  ufe  thereby  with  more  freedom  and  lefs  apprebcDfion 
<<  of  moleftajLion  and  let  than  before,  and  likewiie  fpare  the 
*«  coft  of  fome  of  their  men  of  war,  which  they  yearly  fend 
<<  out  to  maintain  that  by  foi*ce,  which  thej  may  have  of  cour* 
^  tefy^ 

<«  The  prince  anfwcrcd,  that  for  himfcif,  at  his  return  from 
<<  Utrecht,  he  would  do  his  bed  endeavours  to  procure  his  Ma- 
<(  je()y's  contentment ;  but  he  doubted  the  Hollanders  would 
«  apprehend  the  fame  cffca  in  their  payment  fof  fiifaing  as  they 
<<  found  in  the  pafTage  of  the  Sound,  where  at  firft  an  eafy  mat* 
<<  ter  was  demanded  by  the  kmg  of  Denmark,  but  now  more 
*«  exaftcd  than  they  can  poffibly  bear ;  and  touching  their  men 
<«  of  war  he  faid,  they  muft  ftill  be  at  the  fame  charge  with 
««  them,  becaufe  of  the  pirates.  Withal  he  caft  out  a  queftion 
«  to  me,  whether  this  freedom  of  fifhing  might  not  be  redeem* 
<«  ed  with  a  fum  of  money  ?  To  which  I  anfwered,  it  was  a 
<<  matter  of  royalty  more  than  of  utility,  though  princes  were 
*«  not  to  negleft  their  profit"*." 

EXTKACT 

*>  Ye^,  that  we  may  p€rceiv«,  whenever  oar  court  proceeded  with  doc  fpirir, 
it  had  it&  cflfeA,  and  brought  even  tbefe  fubiUe  oeg<Kiators  to  make  «t>ncefl»r>ss> 
«  hich  in  reaUtf  defiroycd  all  their  preteofioni  at  other  times,  will  appear  rr.«ci 

as 
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Extract  of  a  Lbtter  from  Secretary  Naonton  to  the  Lord 
Ambaffador  CaxlttiXh  dated  the  twenty-firft  of  January,  i6i8. 

<«  As  I  had  di£bited  thus  iar»  I  received  dire£iioQ  from  hia 

<<  Majefty  to  fignify  to  the  dates  cominii&oners  here.  That  albeit 

<<  their  eameft  intreaty,  and  his  gracious  conCderation  of  the 

««  prefent  trouble  of  their  church  and  ftate»  had  moved  his  Ma* 

«<  jefty  to  confent  to  dehy  the  treaty  of  the  great  fiOiing  till  the 

««  time  craved  by  the  commii&oners,  yet  underftanding  by  new 

*<  and  freih  complaints  of  his  mariners  and  fifiiers  upon  the 

•(  coafts  of  Scotland,  that,  within  thefe  four  or  five  laft  years , 

«  the  Low-country  fiihers  have  taken  fo  great  advantages  of  his 

^  Majefty's  toleration^  that  they  have  grown  nearer  and  nearer 

<(  upon  his  Majeft/s  coafts  year  by  year,  than  they  did  in  pre- 

<<  ceding  times,  without  leaving  any  bounds  for  the  country- 

<<  people  and  natives  to  fifh  upon  their  prince's  coafts,  and  op- 

<<  prefled  fomeof  hts  fubje^of  intent  tooontinue  their  pretended 

«  poffeOion,  and  driven  fbme  of  their  great  veiTels  through  their 

<<  nets,  to  deter  others  by  fear  of  the  like  violence  from  fifliing 

«  near  them,  fsfc.    His  Majefty  cannot  forbear  to  tell  them, 

^  that  he  is  fo  well  perfuaded  of  the  equity  of  the  ftates,  and 

«<  of  the  honourable  refpe£l  they  bear  unto  him,  and  to  his  fub* 

«  je£tsfor  his  &ke,  that  they  will  never  allow  fo  unjuft  and  in- 

«  tolerable  oppreflions  ^  for  reftraint  whereof,  and  to  prevent 

*  the  inconveniencies  which  muft  enfue  upon  the  continuance  of 

«  the  famCf  his  Majefty  hath  by  me  defired.them  to  write  to 

<<  their  foperiors  to  caufe  proclamation  to  be  made,  prohibiting 

«  any  of  their  fubje£b  to  fifli  within  fourteen  miles  of  his  Ma^ 

<*  jefty's  coafts  this  year,  or  in  any  time  hereafter,  until  orders 

«*  be  taken  by  commiiEoners  to  be  authorifed  on  both  fides  for 

an  Extract  of  a  Lbttci  d^tcA  January  i4tb,  t5i8,  from  the  fame  ambaf* 
fador  to  Secretary  NattnCon,  to  which  he  {ires  him  co  underftaod,  *'  That  having 
**  btcn  expoAoltffld  wjth,  but  in  a  friendly  manner,  by  certain  of  the  ftatca 
<*  abom  hii  lata  propofiiioo  af  unicafonablc  and  fliarp,  they  faid,  they  acknov* 
**  ledged  their  coinmiflioners  went  beyond  their  limits  in  their  cermi  of  irome- 
**  morial  poflcflion,  immutable  droit  ies  gfns,  for  which  thry  had  no  order  ^ 
**  that  be  then  defired  them  to  confider  what  a  ^^ifronff  it  was  ro  challenge  that 
**  upon  right,  which  thofc  proTineti  had  hitbeito  enjjyrd  eidicr  by  cuoaivancs 
»•  01  war  Iffy,  -u^yci  ncwr  without  dilm  on  h!>  ryl..jc'.lj'*  Hi;.." 

<<  a  final 


472  KAVALHISTORY 

<<  a  final  fettling  of  the  mam  bufineTs.  His  Majefty  hath  like* 
<«  wife  dircfted  mc  ta  command  yon  from  him  to  make  the  like 
««  declaf atidn  and  inftance  to  the  ftatcs  there^  and  to  certify  his 
<«  Majefty  of  their  anfwers  with  what  conTenient  fpeed  yoa 
"  may." 

What  efieA  the  ambafiador's  negociation  had  with  the  ftatcs« 
appears  by  a  letter  of  his  from  the  Hague  of  the  6th  of  Fdnroary^ 
16189  to  King  James  himfelf. 

<<  I  find  likewife  in  the  manner  of  proceeding,  that^  treating 
«*  by  way  of  propofition  here,  nothing  can  be  expe£led  but  their 
«  wonted  dilatory  and  evafivc  anfwers,  their  manner  being  to 
«<  refer  fuch  propofitions  from  the  States^general  to  the  ftatesof 
«  Holland.  The  ftates  of  Holland  take  advice  of  a  certain 
*f  council  refiding  at  Delft,  which  they  call  the  council  of  the 
«  fifhery :  from  them  fuch  an  anfwer  commonly  comes  as  may 
<<  be  expe£ted  from  fuch  an  oracle.  The  way  therefOTC  (undef 
^<  correction)  to  cSeSt  your  Majefly's  intent,  is  to  begin  with 
<*  fiihers  themfelves,  by  publi(hing,  againft  the  time  of  their  go* 
<<  ing  out,  your  refolution  at  what  diftance  you  will  permit  them 
<<  to  fiOi,  whereby  they  will  be  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  their 
<<  council  of  fiOiery,  that  council  to  the  ftates  of  Holland,  and 
^  thofe  of  Holland  to  the  States-general,  who  then,  in  place  of 
«  being  fought  unto,  will,  for  contentment  of  their  fubje^,  icek 
<«  unto  your  Majefty.'* 

Th  esb  letters  make  it  perfc&ly  clear,  that  King  James  aflerted 
his  rights  through  the  long  courfe  of  diis  negociation  as  clearly 
and  as  explicitly  as  it  was  poifible,  and  brought  the  ftates  them* 
felves  to  acknowledge,  that  thefe  rights  had  a  juft  foundation^ 
If  it  ihould  be  inquired  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  after  carrying 
things  fo  far,  and  to  fuch  a  feeming  height,  they  fhoald  fell 
again  into  filence  and  oblivion,  the  beft  anfwer  that  can  be  givca 
to  this  qucftion  is,  that  in  the  midft  of  this  difpute  the  Prince  of 
Orange  afked  Sir  Dudley  Carleton  a  very  (hrewd  queftion,  Wai* 
Whether  this  claim  about  the  ^(hery  might  not  be  qqieted  for  a 
fum  of  money  ?  That  gentleman,  who  was  afterwsuifs  created 
Vifcount  Dorchefter,  was  certainly  a  man  of  honour,  as  Ailly 
appears  from  the  advice  given  in  the  laft  letter  we  have  cited  ^ 
but  whether  fomc  men  in  power  might  not  find  a  method,  by 

agents 
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agents  of  tKck  own,  to  convey  an  aafwer  to  fo  plain  a  demand, 
is  more  than  at  tbia  diftance  of  time  can  be  determined.  Sir 
William  Monfon  tells  us,  that*  in  reference  to  the  diiputes  abott|t 
th^  flag,  the  Dutch  fouid  a  kind  of  proteAor  in  the  great  earl 
of  SaUibury  j  nor  is  it  at  all  impoflible,  that  they  might  alfb  find 
an  advocate  in  this  important  bufineis  of  the  fiffaery  ^  but,  if  they 
did,  this  muft  have  been  a  nunifterial  and  not  a  a^ional  bargain, 
fince  we  ffaall  find,  that  in  the  next  reign  this,  claim  was  inCfted 
upon  as  warmly^  and  with  fomewhat  "better  effe£t,  than  in  that 
of  King  James. 

We  (ball  for  the  fame  reafon  refer  to  another  place,  the  di£» 
putes  between  us  and  the  Dutch  about  the  right  of  fiihing  for 
whales  on  thetx)afts  of  Spitzhergen,  as  called  by  the  Dutch,  but 
by  us  at  that  time  New-Greenland,  of  which  both  nations  claim- 
ed to  be  the  firft  diicovcrers  $  in  virtue  of  that  each  of  them  pre* 
tended  a  right  of  exciuding  the  other,  in  coniiequence  of  which 
aumoal  ftruggles  enfued,  not  without  (bme  bloodOied.  We 
(hall  alfo,  for  the  fame  caufir,  refer  tbe  meaiures  taken  in  tbj« 
reign  to  fupport  the  dominion  of  the  fea,  by  declaring  in  wha|: 
manner  the  Spaniards  and  the  Dutch  were  to  profecute  their  nsb- 
-val  hoftilities,  without  prejudioe  to  the  neutrality  of  Englifb  ports, 
or  his  Ms^efty's  prerogative. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  however,  to  obfenre  here,  that  by  what* 
ever  means  things  were  iettled  and  quieted  at  that  time,  in  ro* 
fpeft  to  the  Dutch  filhing,  it  could  never  affe£l  the  claim  of  right 
by  the  crown  of  Great  Briuin ;  for  as  Sir  Dudley  Carleton  very 
wifely  returned  for  anfwer  to  the  queftion  beforei-mentioned, 
that  it  was  a  royalty,  fo,  beyond  all  doubt,  thofe  ancient  and^ 
immemorial  pferogauves  of  the  crown  are  unalienable;  and 
though  treaties  may  he  made  for  explaining,  regulating,  and  ad- 
jufting  them  with  our  neighbours,  yet  this  muft  be  always  under^ 
ftood  as  done  with  a  view  to  the  maintaining  them.  Thefe  rights 
belong  to  the  crown  and  not  to  the  king,  who,  though  bound 
by  the  duty  of  bis  office  to  fupport  and  vindicate  them,  yet  is  at 
the  feme  time  rcftrained  by  that  duty  from  alienating  them ;  and 
therefore  whatever  tolerations,  connivances,  or  forbearances 
there  may  be  in  particular  reigns,  or  from  particular  circumftan- 
c«s^  thefe  can  never  be  urged  in  prejudice  to  the  inherent  rights 
of  the  crown,  which  always  fubfift,  though  they  may  not  zU 
VpL.  I,  3  0.  way^ 
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^ays  be  inGfted  upon-  This  do£farme  the  reader  has  before  kcs^ 
was  particularly  urged  and  applied  by  Sir  William  Mpnfon  in  thf 
cafe  of  the  flag,  when  the  Dutch  were  defirous  of  availing  thesn* 
febes  of  Queen  Elifabeth's  waving  her  right  in  a  cafe  where  in- 
deed it  could  not  well  be  infifted  upon,  that  is,  where  a  Dutch 
fquadron  ferved  as  auxiliaries  in  a  fleet  commanded  by  an  £ng* 
lifli  admiral,  and  confequently  during  that  time  were  treated  as 
jpngliih  fubjeas-    '    ^ 

We  come  now  to  the  only  naval  ezpeditbn  of  conjfequence, 
^hich  was  undertaken  during  the  time  this  king  fat  upon  the 
throne,  I  mean  the  attempt  upon  Algiers.  What  the  real  grooods 
were  of  this  romantic  undertaking,  feems  fipt  eafy  to  bedKcovered. 
The  common  ftory  is,  that  Count  Gondemar,  having  gained  an 
^fcendency  over  his  Majefty's  underftanding,  perfuade^  bitn^  con- 
trary to  his  natural  inclination,  which  feldom  permitted  him  to 
aA  yigoroufly  againft  his  own  enemies,  to  fit  put  a  formidable 
fleet,  in  order  to  h|imble  the  foes  of  fhe  king  of  Spain  L     Bm 
^e  have  it  from  other  hands,  that  this  was  a  projed  of  mocli 
older  {landing  ;  that  the  earl  of  Nottingham  had  folicited  the 
king  to  fuch  an  expedition,  before  he  laid  down  his  charge  of 
lord  high-admiral ;  and  that  Sir  Robert  Manfel  infufed  it  into 
the  head  of  his  fucceflbr  Buckingham,  that  it  would  give  a  great 
reputation  to  his  management  of  naval  affair^,  if  fuch  a  thing  was 
entered  upon  in  the  dawn  of  his  adminiftration.  As  Buckingham 
cafily  brought  the  king  to  confent  to  whatever  hi mfelf  approved, 
there  is  the  utmoft  prbbabtlity,  that  it  was  by  his  influptice  thi$ 
defign  was  carried  into  execution :  notwxthftandifig  thatj  Sir 
William  Monfon,  who  has  been  confulted  upon  it,  gave  bis 
judgment,  fupported  by  ftrong  and  clear  arguments,  that  it  was 
rafh  and  ill-founded,  and  that,  inftead  of  raifing  the  repuutioa 
of  the  Britifh  arms,  it  would  only  contribute  to  render  thero  ri- 
diculous, becatiie  the  whole  world  would  take  notice  of  the  dtf^ 
appointment,  whereas  only  a  few  could  judge  of  its  real  caufcs, 
and  of  the  little  reafon  there  was  to  meafure  the  naval  ftrengtii 
of  Britain  thereby  *. 


i  Roih worth 'j  coUe^tioDi,  vol.  i.  p.  34.  Mr.  Camden'f  aniitlf  of  the  f«i|n  «C 
King  JtfDCS  ander  the  year  tSto,  Wilfon^s  hift^rj  of  King  J^mcs,  p«  7»tf. 
Ic  Mival  craOi,  p.  153. 
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tii  the  month  of  OAbber  1620,  this  fleet  failed  froni  Plf^ 

inouth.    It  cohfifted  of  fix  men  of  war^  and  twelve  ftout  (hip6 

Hired  from  the  merchants.    Of  thefe  Sir  Robert  Mahfel,  then 

Vice^admiril  of  England^  had  the.  commaiid  id  chiefs  Sir  Ri- 

4:hard  Hawkins  was  nee,  aUd  SirThomai  Buttoil  rear-admiral^ 

Sir  Henry  Palmer,  Ahhuir  Manwaring^  Thomas  Love,  and 

Samuel  Ai^U,  Efqrs^  were  appointed  to  be  members  of  the 

council  of  war^  and  Edward  Clairke,  Efq;  was  fecretary.    Otk 

the  twenty-feventh  df  November;  they  came  to  an  anchor  in 

Algier-road;  and  faldt^d  the  town,  btit  without  receiving  a  fln« 

gle  gun  in  anfwer;     On  the  tWenty-e^htb,  the  admiral  fent  i 

gentleman  with  a  white  flag  to  let  the  Turldlh  viceroy  khow 

the  caufe  of  hia  comiogi  wh6  returned  him  ah  anfifreir  by  foot 

^onlniiffioners,  that  he  hid  Orders  from  the  Grand  Seignior  to 

life  the  Engliih  with  the  utmoft  reipeA,  to  fufidr  their  men  tb 

tome  ori  fliore^  and  to  fiirnith  them  with  What  provifiohi  they 

wanted.    Up6n  this  a  negociation  enfued;  in  which  it  is  hard 

to  fay,  whether  the  Turk!  or  the  admiral  a£ted  with  greater 

chicanery.    The  fdmier  refiifed  to  difmiis  the  gentleman  firft 

fent^  unleis  an  Engliih  coLful  was  left  at  Algiers;  and  the  lat^ 

ter,  to  rid  hiihielf  of  this  difficulty,  prevailed  upon  a  feaman  to 

put  on  1  fiiit  df  good  clothes,  and  to  pafs  for  a  cohful  $  this 

cheat  not  being  difcovered  by  the  Turks,  they  fent  forty  £ng« 

lifli  flaves  on  board  the  admirsU,  and  promifcd  to  give  hiih  fs^ 

Ms&Aidil  as  to  his  bther  demands ;  upon  whichj  he  failed  again 

jfbr  the  Spanish  coaft,  attended  by  fix  French  men  of  war,  the 

addiiral  of  which  fquadroh  had  ftruck  to  the  Engliih  fleet  on 

his  firft  joining  it;  irhich  feems  to  hdve  been  the  glreateft  ho** 

hoiir,  and  perhaps  the.greatbft  advantage^  too,  that  attedded 

this  whole  expedition  K 

It  had  been  well  if  this  enterprize  had  ended  thus ;  biit  after 
irecciving  a  fupply  of  provifions  from  England^  it  was  refolved 
to  make  another  attempt  upon  Algiers  in  the  fpring,  and,  if 
poflible^  to  hixtn  the  fliips  in  the  mole  °.    Accordingly,  in  the 

i  Parch:is*s  pilgrim.*,  p.  88  x.  See  alfo  an  account  of  this  expedition^  pub« 
llihed  bf  authority,  ia  xdii. 

■n  See  the  relation  of  this  expedition  before  referred  to,  which  ii  alAoft  th« 
only  authentic  account  we  have  of  it ;  and  yet  it  is  an  acoounc  oolyi  on  one 
fidci  and  was  certainly  written  to  juftify  the  undertaking. 

302  month 
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month  of  May  the  fleet  kft  the  coaft  of  Majoreay  and  ttpbti 
die  twenty-firft  of  the  fame  months  anchored  before  A^iers, 
and  began  to  prepare  for  the  eaecutioo  d  tUa  defign.     Two 
Alps  taken  bom  the  Tinrb^  one  of  an  hnodfed^  tbp  other  of 
fixty  tons,  were  fitted  up  for  tbia  pwrpofe.    Tb^  were  filled 
#ith  dry  wood*  oakam»  pitchy  rofin,  tar»  bnmftone^  and  other 
tombnftibk  matter^  and  prowled  with  chanis»  gf^fpSng4nms, 
and  boaes  to  bring  off  the  men  ^  next  followed  the  three  bri- 
gantinesy  which  the  admknd  boogbt  at  Alicant,  with  firc-ballft, 
bnckets  of  wild-fire,  and  fire^pikea  to  faften  their  fir&- works  bo 
riie  enemy's  fkips*  They  had  alio  a  gtmlod,  fitted  vp  wkh  fire- 
works, chaist>  and  grappling-irons  ^  the  gonlod  waa  to  be  fired 
hi  the  midft  of  the  iUps  in  the  nwle,  baraig  likewife  a  boat  to 
bring  off  her  men.    Seven  armed  boats  followed  to  faftaio 
Aofe  of  the  fife4hsps,  in  cafe  they  were  parfiied  at  tkeir  coming 
^»    Tkefe  were  fikewife  fumifiied  with  fire-works  to  deftrof 
4ie  fliips  withovt  the  mole. 

The  wind  not  being  feroorabley  the  auempt  waa  pot  off  till 
Ae  twcoty-finirtbt  and  bh>wfng  then  at  S.  S.  W.  the  tbipm  ad- 
vanced with  a  brifit  gale  towardb  the  aaotej  hot  when  they 
Irere  witfaan  ie&  than  a  mufket-fliot  of  the  mole^  bcadr  the 
^ind  died  away^  »id  it  grew  fe  calm  they  could  not  cnnn 
However,  the  boats  and  brtgantioes  finding  they  were  dilco^ 
i^erod,  by  the  brightne^  of  the  moon,  which  was  then  at  fnB, 
and  being  informed  by  a  Cbriftiaii  flave,  who  fwao  from  the 
iDwn,  that  the  Turks  had  left  ibeir  Alps  unguaided,  with  only 
a  man  or  two  in  each  d  them,  they  refolded  so  proceed  ^ 
which  they  did,  but  performed  little  or  nothings  and  then  r^ 
dred  w^th  the  Io&  of  fix  men.  After  a  dsiy  or  cwo^s  ftay  Aey 
put  to  iea,  and  in  the  month  of  June  retnmed  to  Enghnd. 
This  ift-conccrted  enterprise  had  no  odief  effeA,  than-that  of 
expofing  our  own  commerce  to  the  infoks  of  the  Algerines, 
who  did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief,  while  we  did  them  little  or 
none  \  thongh  two  dtbcr  fiects  were  afterwards  fent  agnnft 
them,  one  under  the  command  of  the  Lord  WiBooghby,  9Ai 
the  other  under  that  of  the  earl  of  Denbigh  ^  but  both  did  fo 
fm^ill  fervke,  that  very  few  of  our  hiftorics  take  any  notice  of 
"  ,  them. 
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tbem  *.  Sir  WiUiam  Monfon  has  made  feme  ferere  bat  juft 
oMerrations  upon  ttiefe  undertakings^^  and  particularly  remarks^ 
that  notwithftandiBg  the  wh<^  nation  was  grievoufly  offended, 
as  they  wiO  always  be  at  fnch  mifcarriages,  yet  they  never  had 
any  fattsfafUon  gmn  them;  which  irritated  them  exceedingly, 
and  contributed  not  a  little  to  raife  that  ipirit  wbicb  Tented  it- 
icif  afterwarda  in  a  citiI  war. 

In  1623,  happened  the  bloody  affair  of  Amboyna,  of  which 
I  (hall  give  a  fliort  and  fair  account ;  becaufe  it  gaTe  birth  to 
our  national  hatred  of  the  Dutch,  which  fubfifted  fo  long,  and 
had  foch  fatal  efiefts.  By  a  treaty  conclwded  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Provinces  in  1619,  it  was  ftipulated 
amongft  other  things,  that,  to  prevent  £inher  difpntes,  the 
Dutch  ihonld  enjoy  two^thirds  of  the  trade  at  Amboyna,  and 
the  Engliih  one.  In  purfuance  of  this,  a  faAory  was  ere£led  is 
that  ifland  as  well  as  other  places ;  yet,  in  the  (hort  fpace  of 
two  years,  the  Dutch  grew  weary  of  their  company,  and,  un- 
der pretence  of  a  plot,  leized  the  principal  peribns  in  the  fac- 
tory, tortm'ed  them,  and  having  extorted  from  them  feme  con* 
feffions,  pat  at  many  of  them  as  they  thought  fit  to  death,  and 
ander  a  fpecious  (hew  of  clemency  difcharged  the  reft;  feizing,  ' 
however,  not  only  on  this,  but  all  the  other  fe£lories  likewife, 
which  at  that  time  the  Englifh  had  in  the  Spice-Iflands,  and 
thereby  engroffing  that  moft  valuable  trade  to  themfelves. 
That  this  was  really  a  oontrtvance,  feems  to  be  pretty  plain,  not 
to  make  nfe  of  a  ftronger  word,  from  the  fcdlowing  circum* 
ftances,  which  are  inconteftible.  The  Englifh  had  only  a  houfe 
wherein  their  h&orj  refided,  whereas  the  Dutch  were  pofief«. 
fed  of  a  very  ftrong  fort  \  the  number  of  the  former  did  not 
exceed  twenty,  the  latter  had  above  two  hundred  garrifen  fol* 
dien  in  the  caftie,  and  eight  ftout  fliips  riding  in  the  port. 
The  prifoners  all  denied  it  moft  felemnly  at  their  deaths,  and 

*  In  the  concinnation  of  Stowe*<  cbrootcic  by  Howei,  there  is  not  1  word  «f 
It,  and  in  many  other  books  of  the  fame  kiod»  we  are  tMireljr  cold  when  this  flecc 
iailed,  and  when  It  came  back^ 

*  There  arc  three  dircourfes  of  his  upon  this  AibjeA.  one  addrel]ed  to  the 
^Ty-c»uncil,  on  the  propereft  method  for  attempting  the  rnin  of  Alsiers;  ano* 
ther  diflbadiog  from  that  enterprhe  ;  and  the  third  on  the  roiftakes  in  this  expedi- 
tion, wherein  be  ohferYssj  that  diiriiifi  all  the  lime  ibtj  were  oat,  they  were  but 
twenty  days  out  »t  fea. 

Would 
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Dvould  have  taken  the  facrament  on  the  truth  of  what  they  fud; 
but  that  It  was  refufed  them  by  the  Dutch  K  That  I  may  not 
be  however  fufpef^cd  of  injufticc  towards  them^  I  will  tran- 
fcribe  their  own  account  of  this  matter;  «*  This  ifland^'*  lays 
a  writer  who  addreiTed  his  work  to  the  ftates  of  Holland  <; 
«  was  a  long  time  the  fubjed^  of  difpute  between  the  Dutch 
<<  and  EngliCh.  The  Eaft  India  Company,  who  had  made 
•*  themfelves  mafters  of  it,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Eng- 
<«  li(h,  for  driving  out  the  Portuguefe  and  Spaniards;  and  by 
•«  one  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  they 
«  fhould  furnifh  ten  men  ofwar  for  this  purpoie.  TheyncglcS- 
*<  ing  this  armament,  the  Indians  of  Ternate  taking  advantage 
**  of  the  weaknefs  which  this  omii&on  of  theirs  had  occafion- 
<<  ed,  agreed  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  with  the  Spaniards^  and 
«  having  made  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Tidore,  who  was 
**  an  etiemy  to  the  Dutch,  attacked  feveral  iilands  dependent  on 
«  Amboyna,  and  having  made  themfelves  mslAers  of  chemi 
«  refolved  to  attack  the  citadel ;  and  the  EngliOi  are  faid  t6 
<<  have  been  concerned  with  them  in  this  defign,  whidx  was 
"  difcovered  by  a  Japanefe.  The  governor  heard  from  all 
<(  fides,  that  the  Englifli  had  taken  his  citadel.  Aftofiifhcd  at 
<<  thefe  reports,  though  falfe,  he  put  himfelf  dn  his  guard,  and 
«  feized  the  Japanef<i,  whom  he  fufpe&ed.  This  man  con* 
<<  feiTed,  that  the  Engliih  were  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
<<  the  governor;  that,  taking  advantage  of  bis  abfencc^  the 
<*  citadel  was  to  be  feized,  and  that  the  Japanefc  in  the  ifiand 
«  had  engaged  to  execute  this  proje£l.  The  governor  without 
<<  hefitation^  arrefted  all  who  were  accufed  of  having  any  hand 
«  in  this  defign.  The  Engliih  confefled,  that  their  h&or  had 
*'  fworn  them  upon  the  gofpel  never  to  reveal  the  fecret  |  which^ 
^  «  however,  they  did,  and  figned  their  confeflions,  fbme  freely, 
««  and  the  reft  conftrained  thereto  by  the  violence  erf  the  tor- 
«  ture.  They  were  all  executed ;  and  this  is  what  is  com- 
«  monly  called  the  maiTacre  of  Amboyna     The  Engliih  have 

P  See  a  pamphUt  intitledi  **  A  true  relfttum  of  the  OAJaft,  cnid,  and  hu* 
**  baroof  proceed inj^i  againft  the  £ngH(b  at  Aaboyaa,  pQbli£ed  by  antboriry, 
*'  itfx4, 4to/*  and  fcvcral  other  triA&.  ^  M.  Ba(hasc  io  his  aftnald 

des  proirincet  unies,  vol.  i.  p.  1x94        Coke*i  dcteAitn  of  the  court  and  ftate  ol 

£ngUod,  p.  $6,  97. 

•'  alwavs 
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§f  alvajs  tnaintainedi  that  this  crime  was  purely  imaginary,  and 
5?  only  made  ufe  of  as  a  prete|Lt  to  facrifice  their  nation  to  tho 
5<  vengeance  of  a -governor;  and  therefore  they  continued  to 
f^  demand  fatisfaAton  for  this  lofs  from  1623  to  1672,  when^ 
f  thi^ugh  the  indifferent  ftate  of  thpir  affairsi  they  were  glad 
^  to  depart  from  it.^  This  Dutch  account,  and  indeed  all  the 
ficcoants  |  hare  eyer  feen  of  their  drawing  up,  fu^iently  prove^ 
that  there  was  more  of  policy  than  of  any  thing  elfe  in  this 
whole  proceeding,  and  that  what  the  Dutch  in  this  black  bufi<» 
pels  chiepy  aimed  at,  was  the  excluding  us  from  the  fpice* 
trade,  in  which  they  effedluaUy  prevailed. 

Iv  is  indeed  ftrange,  that,  conGdering  the  ftrength  of  the 
nation  at  Tea  at  the  time  we  received  this  infult,  and  the  quick 
fenTe  which  the  Engliih  always  have  of  any  national  afiront,  no 
proper  fatisfaClion  was  obtained,  npr  imy  vigorous  meafures  en<* 
tered  intOt  in  order  to  exa£t  it.  But  the  wpnder  will  in  a  great 
meafure  ceafe,  when  we  conGder  the  (late  of  the  crown,  and  of 
the  people  at  that  period.  The  king  had  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  a  tedious,  diihonourable,  and  diftafteful  negocia- 
tioui  for  the  marriage  of  his  fon  Prince  Charles  with  the  prin« 
cefs  of  Spain  s  to  the  chimerical  advantages  he  propofed  fronx 
this>  he  facrificed  the  intereft  of  his  family,  the  glory  of  his 
governmept,  and  the  affedions  of  his  people ;  and  yet  could 
never  bring  the  thing  to  bear,  but  was  at  laft  forced  to  break 
off  the  treaty  abruptly,  and  to  think  of  entering  upon  a  war^ 
to  whjch  he  had  been  always  averfe^  efpecially  at  the  clofe  of 
his  life  and  reign.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  things  when  this 
accident  happened  at  Amboyna;  and,  therefore,  though  it 
made  a  great  npife,  and  occafioned  much  expoftulation  with, 
that  republic,  yet  the  attention  of  the  crown  to  the  propo&d 
war  with  Spain,  and  its  concern  for  the  recovery  of  the  Pala* 
tinate,  joined  to  the  necelEty  there  was  of  managing  the  Dutch 
at  fo  critical  a  junAure^  hindered  our  proceeding  any  farther 
than  r^monftrances,  while  our  competitors  kept  exclusively  ib 
very  confideraUe  a  branch  of  trade.  I  have  taken  the  more 
pains  to  fettle  and  clear  up  this  matter,  becaufe  it  is  a  full  proof 
of  a  truth  we  ought  never  to  forget,  viz.  that  domeftic  diflen- 
Cons  are  particularly  fatal  to  uf  as  a  trading  nation,  and  that  it 
;s  impofiible  for  us  to  maintain  our  commerce  in  a  flourifliing 

condition. 
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condition,  if  we  do  not  at  leaft  enjoy  petcc,  and  with  it  ucaiuv 
mity  4t  hocnei  whatever  oor  circumftanccs  may  be  abroad* 

I  know  of  nothing  relating  to  naval  affaiiy  in  this  re^ga  of 
wbich  I  have  not  ab'eady  fpoken»  except  the  finding  a  fleet  t» 
bring  home  Prince  Charles  from  Spain  may  be  reckoned  in  Aat 
nuoJxr.    Ic  coniifted,  howeter,  of  a  few  ihipa  ooly»  but  in 
good  order,  and  well  manned,  fo  cbat'tbe  8paniardi?  are  laid  to 
haTe  ezprefied  great  iaiisfadlion  at  the  fight  of  it,  which,  how^ 
ever,  true  or  falfe,  is  a  matter  of  »o  great  cooiequence.     This 
voyage,  though  a  fliort  one,  gave  Prince  Charles  iboie  idea  of 
maritime  afiairs,  which  proved  afterwards  of  benefit  to  the  na- 
tion. The  breaking  the  Spauifli  match  made  w^  for  a  war  with 
that  kingdom,  much  to  the  iatisfa^kion  of  the  £ngUQi ;  butt  ia 
the  midft  of  the  preparations  that  were  making  for  it,  the  king 
ended  his  days  at  Theobald's,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1625,  in 
die  59th  year  of  hb  age,  and  in  the  23d  of  bis  r^gn'^  His  pa-* 
cific  temper  occafioned  our  having  but  littk  U>  bf  in  this  part  of 
our  work;  but,  before  we  proceed  to  mention  the  eminent  fea- 
men  who  flouriihed  in  his  time,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  the 
reader  a  concife  view  of  the  improvement  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion within  this  period,  as  well  as  a  brief  account  of  the  colo- 
Bies  fetded,  while  this  prince  &t  upon  the  throne. 

It  has  been  already  fliewn,  that,  under  the  pnUic-fpirited  ad- 
miniftration  of  Queen  Elifabetb,  this  natbn  firft  came  to  have 
any  thing  like  a  competent  notion  of  the  benefits  of  an  extenfivc 
commerce,  and  began  to  think  of  managisig  their  own  trade 
themfelves,  which  down  to  that  period  had  been  almoft  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  So  k>ng  as  the  war  continued  with 
Spain,  our  merchants  went  on  in  a  right  way  i  by  which  I  mean» 
that  they  profecuted  their  private  advant^e  in  fiich  a  manner, 
as  that  it  proved  likewife  of  public  utility,  by  iacr^Gng  the  nam* 
ber  of  feamen  and  of  ftout  fiitps  belonging  to  this  kingdom :  but 
after  King  James's  acceiSon,  and  the  tsdcing  frfatce  of  that  peace, 
which  they  had  fo  long  and  fo  earoeiBy  expe&ed,  things  took  a 
new  and  ftrange  turn.  Our  traders  faw  the  mani&ft  advam^e  of 
ttfing  large  and  ftout- (hips,  but,  inftead  of  building  them,  were 
content  to  freight  thofc  of  their  neighbours,  becaufe  a  little  fl|0> 

V  Roihwonh's  colIeAiont,  vol.  i.  p.  1 5;.  Sto«c*s  chronick  eootinocd  by  StMre, 
p.  1036.    V/iUoA  and  other  hiftoiiaos.       ," 
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tity  iris  to  be  favcd  by  this  method.  In  confequehce  of  tai> 
kiotjonyourfhippihg decayed  in  proportion  as  oiir  trside  increafed» 
tilly  in  the  year  16155  things  wer^  tome  to  fo  ftringe  a  pafs^ 
that  there  were  not  ten  ihipi  of  200  ton^  belonging  to  the  pore 
K>f  London.  Upon  this  the  Trinity-houfe  petitioned  the  ktitg^ 
letting  forth  the  matter  of  faA>  and  the  dreadful  confequencea 
It  would  have,  with  refped  to  our  natral  power^  thirough  the  de* 
cay  of  feameni  and  praying,  that  the  king  would  put  in  exeeu- 
tion  fome  good  old  laws,  which  were  calculated  for  the  redrefs 
of  this  evil^  fuggefting  alio  the  example  of  the  ftate  of  Venice^ 
who  on  a  like  occaiion  had  prohibited  their  fubjedls  to  tranfport 
any  goods  in  foreign  bottoms^  The  merchsints  unanimoufly  op- 
pofed  the  mariners  in  this  difpute,  and,  having  at  thb  jun£lure 
better  intereft  at  court,  prevailed.  Yet  in  a  year's  time  the  ta- 
bles were  turned,  add  the  merchants,  convinced  of  their  own 
miftake,  joined  with  the  mariners  in  a  like  application.  An  el- 
traprdinary  accident  produced  this  happy  effeft.  Two  (hips, 
each  of  the  burden  of  300  tons,  came  into  the  river  of  Thames^ 
laden  with  currants  and  cotton,  the  property  of  fome  Dutch 
merchants  redding  here^  Thiis  immediately  opened  the  eyes  of 
all  our  traders ;  they  faw  now,  that  through  their  own  error 
they  were  come  back  td  the  very  point  from  which  they  fet  out, 
and  thati  if  fome  bold  and  eCfeAual  remedy  was  not  immediately 
applied,  our  commerce  would  be  gradually  driven  again  by  fo« 
i^igners  on  foreign  bottoms.  They  inftantly  drew  up  a  repre- 
fentation  of  this>  and  laid  it  before  the  king  and  his  council  1 
upon  which  a  proclamation  was  iflued^  forbidding  any  Englifli 
fubje&  to  export  or  import  goods  in  any  but  EngliOi  bottoms*. 
When  once  people  have  entered  into  a  courfe  of  induftry,  the 
benefits  accruing  from  it  will  generally  keep  them  ih  that  road, 
and  even  the  difficulties  they  meet  with  turn  to  their  advantage. 
Thu8>  after  the  EngliOi  merchants  had  built  a  few  large  fhips  in 
their  own  pores,  and  furniihed  them  with  artillery  and  other  ne- 
ceflariesi  they  found  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  launch  into 
many  trades  that  were  unthought  of  before )  and,  though  for 
fome  time  they  fuffered  not  a  little  by  the  Algerines  and  other 

pirates  of  Barbary,  yet  in  the  end  they  got  more  than  tbey  loft 

•  f 

•  Sir  Willuai  Monfon'f  naval  tra^^  p.  |%8«  '^ 
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})ff  thefe  accidents;  (or  it  put  tbem  upon  building  fiill larger 
ihipsy  aiB  well  as  takii^  more  care  in  providing  and  maoning 
(inall  ones ;  which  had  fuch  an  efieffc  in  the  fpace  of  icYcn 
years^  that  whereas  fliipa  of  a  boadred  tons  had  been  be- 
fore efteeoKd  very  htrge  vcffids^  and  were  generally  built  and 
brought  from  beyond  the  feas^  now  tiiere  were  many  merchau- 
men  of  threci  foor^and  five  hundiod-tons  belonging  to  Ceveral 
ports^  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  veffelsy  each  of  above  200  tons 
burden,  belonging  to  Newcaftle  abne*  aJl  built  at  hooiCy.  and 
better  built  than  eUbwberei  aad»  before  the  death  of  ^og  James^ 
our  trade  was  ib  fiir  increaied,  that>.  in  the  opimon  of  Sir  AVII* 
Uam  Monfon,  we  were  Kttle».  if  at  aU  inferior  in  maririmc  force 
to  the  Dutch  ^ 

In  refpe£l  to  the  encouragements  given  by  the  crown  fijr  pro* 
noting  commerce  and  plantationsin  the  £aft  Indies  and  America^ 
they  were  as  great  under  ihis  reign  as  under  any  fiKceediag  one* 
Several  voyages  were  made  on  account  of  the  £aft  India  Compa- 
nyi  and  the  king  did  not  fpare  fending  an  ambaflidor  into  thofe 
parts  for  their  fervice.  Virginia  and  New  England  were  in  a 
great  meafure  phnteJ,  Burbadoes  pofleiled  and  fettled,  and  Ber- 
mudas difcovered  in  his  time '..  I  do  not  know  whether  the  at* 
tempts  made  for  fi%iAg  colonies  in  Newfoundland,  and  Acadia, 
or  New  Scotbnd^  dcierve  any  commendation,  becauie^  26  they 
were  managed  at  that  time,  chey  could  turn  to  little  account  | 
yet  it  muft  be  allowed,,  that  the  government  meant  well  by  the 
encouragement  given  to  theie  undertakings,  which  went  fb  far 
as  direAing  propofals  for  fettling  Newfoundland  to  be  read  in 
churches^  that  all  who  h^d  any  mind  to  be  concerned  in  fuch 
attempts  might  have  due  notice  "•  Some  benefits  certaioly  ac- 
crued even  from  thefe  abortive  projects  i  they  occafioned  build- 
ing a  great  mairy  good  lhips,,increafcd  the  Newfoundland  fiflierj, 
added  to  the  number  of  our  (hilars,,  and  kept  alive  that  Ipirit  of 

r  Sir  WillUm  Monfon*!  naval  traA»^.  p.  319-,  3;o»  Sro«e'»  anoaif,  p.  994. 
and  Che  iame  fa^  arc  aKo  to  he  met  witti  in  fcfveral  of  cbc  trcadicf  on  aomakcrae, 
which  wili  bfi  hcraafttr  mcocioocd.  '  See  a  dtdMMion  of  Oie  Aabe  cf  ibc 

colony  of  Virginia  by  bis  Majrfly'k  coDncil  for  ?to|rfala,  ^l^on^on,  atfao,  4I0. 
Capuin  Smith*!  |>eneral  bi^lcry  of  Virginia,  New  £ngUnd«.  and  tke  Saaaa- 
iflaiidt,  London,  t^vj,  fbl.    Pavchai^s  pilgrims  and  pt'griatage.  «  Ordrr 

of  (he  Jting  ia  council  at  Theobald's,  April  latb,  i€z%^  priticed  with  other  ibiiigf , 
;ind  dixedcd  to  be  road  in  cbai^cikeSf  i^odoo,  t4%^  4to» 
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"dlTcinrermg  wUch  iseflentialto  a  beneficial  commerce^'fince, 
irhenever  a  nation  conies  to  think  it  has  trade  enough,  thek* 
trade  wiH  quickly  decline.  Befides,  it  engaged  abundance  of 
knowing  and  experienced  perfens  to  write  upon  disbranches  of 
traffic  4  and  thdr  books^  which  yet  remsun,  fufiiciently  prove;, 
-that  there  were  numbers  in  tbofe  days,  wbe  thoroughly  under- 
fiood  aM  the  arts  necefiary  to  promote  maaitfaAures,  naviga- 
lion,  and  ufefid  commerce^* 

As  to  the  navy,  which  was  more  particularly  the  -care  of  the 
crown,  we  find  that  it  frequently  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
king  bimfelf,  as  well  as  of  his  «iinifters.  In  ntoft  of  our  naval 
hiftories  we  hare  a  Uft  of  nine  (hips  added  to  the  royal  navy  of 
England  by  this  prince,  which  lift  is  taken  fron  Sir  William 
^Aonfon,  and ftands  thus': 

Shifs.  Men  in  <harfooQc        Afenatfea. 

Reformation,        •        -        -  ^       '  ^50 

Happy  Entrance,        -  -  7  160       . 

Garland,         .           .  ^  y  160      " 

St.  George,        ...  9  250 

Mary  Rdfc,             -  -  6        ^  X20 

Triumph,        -         -  -  12  300 

Swiftfure,          -          .          •  9  250 

Bonaventure,          ^  -  7  160 

St.  Andrew,        .        «        ^^  p  250 

But  that  this  lift  is'very  defeftive,  w«  may  conclude  from 
hence,  that  there  is  no  mention  therein  of  the  greatcft  (hip  built 
in  this  king^s  reign,  and  built,  too,  by  his  exprefe  direAion,  of 
which  we  have  fo  exa6^,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  authentic  an 
account,  that  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  tranicribc  it. 

^  Snch  as.  An  effty  of  the  means  lo  make  trtTel  aleful^  prnfi'able,  and  ho* 
nonrabley  by  Thomas  Palmer,  London,  r6o6y  4to*  Virginia  richly  Valued,  by 
Itichard  Hakhiyt,  London,  1^09,  4to.  The  flanter's  plea,  or  Uie  grounds  of 
plantations  examined,  and  objeAfons  anlWered,  London,  t620,  4to*  A  difcourir 
00  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  Thomas  Mun.  The  maintenance  of  fret 
trade,  by  George  Malynes,  merchant,  London,  1622,  8vo,  The  centre  of  the 
circle  of  commerce,  by  the  fame  hand,  London,  i^^Si  VO.  '  Sir  'Wiiltaa* 
Monfoo'i  oavai  tra^s,  p.  277. 
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^Tbhjtsar,  i6io»  the  king  built  a  m'oft  goodljr  flnp  fer 
f<  war,  the  keel  whereof  was  114  feet  longi  and  the  crois 
f<  beam  wat  fbrty-foor  feet  in  length  \  (he  will  carry  fixty- 
^<  foar  pieces  of  great  ordnance,  and  is  of  the  burden  of 
f  <  1 400  tons.  Thi$  royal  ihip  is  double*  built,  and  is  moft  fiimp- 
^f  tuouilj  adorned,  within  and  without,  with  all  manner  of  cur 
f*  rious  parving,  painting,  and  rich  gilding,  being  in  all  rcfpefb 
^<  the  greateft  and  goodlieft  (hip  that  ever  was  built  in  England  \ 
f*  and  this  glorious  (hip  the  king  gave  unto  his  Ton  Henry  prince 
«  of  Wales,  The  24th  qf  September  the  king,  the  queen,  the 
<<  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  Lad  j  Eliiabeth, 
<*wth  many  great  lords,  went  unto  Woolwich  to  fee  it  launch- 
f*  ed  ;  but,  becaufe  of  the  narrownds  pf  the  dock,  jt  conld  not 
<«  then  be  launched;  whereupon  the  prince  came  the  next 
<*  morning  by  three  o'clock,  and  then,  at  the  launching  tbcteof, 
*'  the  prince  named  it  after  his  own  dignity^  and  called  h  The 
"  Prince.  The  great  workmafter  in  building  this  (hip  w^ 
«  Mr.  Phineas  Pet,  gentleman,  fome  time  tna(lcr  of  arts  rf 
<«  Emmanuel  college  in  Cambridge  y.** 

In  the  fame  author  we  have  an  account  pf  the  ktng^  going 
on  board  the  great  Eaft  India  fliip  of  1 200  tons,  wbic^  was  buik 
here,  and  feexps  to  have  bc^n  the  firil  of  that  fize  launched  in 
fhis  kingdom.  The  king  galled  it  The  Trade's  Incre^fcj;  and  a 
pinnace  of  250  tons,  which  was  biiilt  at  the  faine  tici^e,  he  called 
The  Pepper-corn  K  This  (hews  that  he  was  a  favourer  of  navir 
gation  ;  and,  though  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  exafUy  what  ad- 
ditions he  iTi^dp  tp.  tb(  Englifli  fleet|  yet,  from  fame  authentic 
-calculations  I  have  feen,  I  think  I  inay  venture  to  alSrm,  that 
Queen  |llifabeth's  fhips  of  war^  at  the  tim^  of  her  death,  might 
contain  fomewhat  more  than  i6,jpvo  to^s,  and  that,  in  the  dayi 
pf  King  Jamc^  they  amounted  to  upwards  of  20,ocq  tons*. 
The  king  alfo  granted  a  commiiEoH  of  inquiry  for  reforming  the 
abufes  in  the  navy,  the  proceedings  upon  which  are  (liU  prefen?cd 
in  the  Cotton  library  ^.  He  was  liberal  likewif^  to  feamen,  anJ 
naturally  inclined  to  do  them  honour  i  but  as  in  other  things,  (b 
in  this  he  was  too  much  governed  by  his  favourites  «.    Bucking- 

y  Stowe's  annals  continued  by  Howes,  p.  996.     Mf .  CaindcQ^s  aonth  of  the 
reign  of  K-ng  James  under  the  year  1610.  ^  jMd.  p.  994.  •  Frttj 

fome  notes  on  lfak!uy%  MS.  b  Vitcllius,  E.  8.  c  Wdfon,  B*ker, 
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ittin  managed  the  admiralty  Tery  indiffeiNchtlyj  and»  before  his 
titne)  Gondomar  had  perfuaded  King  James,  againft  reafon, 
law,  the  inclinations  of  his  people,  nay,  againft  hia  own  fenfe  of 
things,  to  take  off  the  head  of  the  greateft  man  who  flouriihed 
in  his  reign,  and  of  whom  I  am  now  particularly  to  fpeak. 

MEMOIRS  of  Sir  WALTER  RALEIGH,  Knt, 

AS  |he  fame  of  this  gentleman's  a£Uons  was  fafEclent  to 
have  eftaUilhed  and  given  luftre  to  any  famSy,  fo  his 
defcent  was  honourable  enough  to  ^empt  him  from  envy,  even 
in  the  high  pofts  which  he  by  his  merit  obtained.  There  werfc 
leveral  famUies  pf  the  name  of  Raleigh  in  the  weft,  and  three 
particularly,  which  were  fcated  in  feveral  parts  of  the  country, 
and  bore  different  arms.  That  from  which  this  gentleman 
fprung,  may  be,  and  indeed  is,  traced  to  the  reign  of  King 
John,  as  the  Raleighs  in  general  are  beyond  the  conqueft  <*. 
His  father  was  Walter  Raleigh,  £fq)  of  Fardel  in  the  county 
of  Devon.  This  gentleman  had  three  wives,  and  children  by 
them  all.  The  laft  was  Catherine  the  daughter  of  Sir  Philip 
Champemon  of  Modbury,  and  rtUSt  of  Otho  Gilbert  of  Comp* 
ton  in  Devonfliire,  Efq)  by  this  lady  Mr.  Raleigh  had  two  fons, 
Carew,  who  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  Walter,  of  whom 
we  are  treating,  as  alfo  a  daughter,  Margaret,  who  was  twice 
married.  Thus  it  appearS|  that  this  gentleman  was  brother  by 
the  mother^s  fide  to  thofe  famous  knigbts,  Sir  John,  Sir  Hum- 
phry, and  Sir  Adrian  Gilbert*, 

He  was  born  in  the  year  1552,  at  a  pleafant  farm  called 
Hayes,  feated  in  that  part  of  Devonfhire  which  borders  on  the 
iea,  and  after  laying  the  foundations  of  literature  in  his  own 
country,  was  fent  to  Oxford  while  a  very  young  man  i  fince, 
according  to  the  beft  authority,  he  was  there  in  1568,  and  ibon 
dlftinguifhed  himfelf  by  a  proficiency  in  learning  far  beyond  his 
age  f •    When  he  came  to,  and  how  long  he  flaid  in  Oriel  col« 

d  See  thefe  points  jndicionfly  cleired  by  Mr.  OUyf »  in  hit  life  of  Sir  'Walter 
Raidgh,  p.  4,  5>  ^-  ^  Vlfication  of  Dcvonftiirc,  by  Williani  Henrey,  Efq; 

ciarcocioix,  MS.  in  the  hcrald*f  office^  f  Wood*f  Atben.  Oiop,  vol.  L 

fol.  435. 
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lege  ismt  rerj  cktfi  neifber  is  k  well  madd  cnt^  tkoo^jb  ( 

and  very  confidently  aflcitedt  that, be  W9t  ^enrards  of  the 
Middle-Temple.  ThU  we  oMiy  ooniider  as  Aire,  that,  about 
15699  he,  in  company  with  many  young  gentleaoea  of  good 
families  and  martial  difpofitioiiSy  went  over  into  France,  as  weK 
to  inArufl  tfaemfelves  in  the  art  of  war,  as  to  aflift  the  ProtcCi 
tants  in  that  kingdom,  then  grievoufly  opprefled*.  He  (enred 
there  fome  confiderable  time,  and  acquired  both  ikill  and  repu- 
tation. The  former  is  evident  from  many  judicious  obfervations 
pn  thcCe  wars  wUdi  we.  meet  with  fcattered  throogh  his  works  $ 
and  thf  latter  is  atteAed  by  cimtemporary  and  credible  authors. 
It  appears  from  a  ccrnipsurifon  of  fa^  and  dates^  that  he  was 
fomewbat  more  than  five  years  thus  employed,  and  havii^  fdH 
an  eameft  defire  to  improve  bis  military  ficiil,  and  an  eager  thirft 
for  glory,  he  paflS^  next  into  the  Netherlands,  where  he  ferred 
likewife  fome  tiint  againft  the  Spaniards^.  In  tbefe  tranfa£^ns 
he  followed,  as  it.  was  natural  for  a  young  man  to  do,  the  fa- 
fhioa  of  the  times.  France  and  the  Netherlands  were  in  thoie 
days  the  fchools  of  Mars  9  to  which  all  were  obliged  Co  refort 
who  addi£led  themfelves  to  the  iword,  and  were  willing  to  find 
a  way  to  reputation,  by  espofing  their  perfons  in  the  fervice  of 
tbeir  country.  But  whereas  numbers  were  ruined  by  this  courfe, 
fufiering  tbeir  minds  ;to  be  o9mipted  by  the  licence  ol  camps^ 
and  their  behaviour  to  be  tnfeSed  with  that  fierce  aixl  boifter*. 
otts  humour,  which  ibme  take  for  a  foldier-Iike  freedom  §  Ra- 
leigh, on  the  contrary,  made  the  true  ufe  of  his  fervice  in  a 
foreign  country,  ancreaied  his  ftock  of  knowledge  in  all  kinds» 
improved  his  ikill  as  a  foldier  by  experience,  and  fo  completely 
poliihed  his  manner  of  addi^ef?,  that  at  his  return  he  was  con- 
fidered  as  one  of  the  beft  bred  and  moft  accompiilhed  gentle* 
men  in  England,  at  a  period  when  this  was  no  fingular  cha- 
racter. 

On  Mr.  Rsdeigh's  coming  back  to  his  native  foil,  in  1578,  he 
found  bis  brother  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert  engaged  in  a  defign  of 
making  difcoveries  in  North- America,  for  which  he  had  obtain- 
ed a  patent ;  and  for  the  furtherance  of  which  he  had  procured 

<  Canulea*s  annals,  A.  D.  15^9-    ]m.  Avguft.  Thoani  htdoriarum  fnt  tem- 
pom,  tom.  ii.  fol.  i5fttf.  lib.  4^.  p.  (Soi.  >»  Haamon'i  fras<i>>^nti  rcaalu, 

p.  a«. 
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the  ftffiftancc  of  many  friends.  Rdeigh  was  much  taken  with 
the  deilgQj  and  embfiu'ked  in  it  cordially.  When  it  came  to  be 
eicecttted^  many  who  had  been  warmly  concerned  drew  back^ 
Mr.  Raleigh,  bowCverj^  not  only  comianed  firm  to  his  engage* 
laents,  but  refolved  to  accompany  hi»  brother  in  peribo  >.  This 
after  att  proved  an  unfortunate  underukii^  and  would  have 
frighted  a  man  of  leis  refolution  than  Raleigh  from  venturing 
to  fra  again }  for  they  not  only  mifled  the  great  difcoveries  they 
thought  to  .have  rnade^  but  were  attacked  by  the  Spaniards  in 
their  return  ;  and  though  they  made  a  vevy  gallant  defence^  had 
no  reaibn  to  boaft  of  fuccefs,  lofing  one  of  the  beft  (hips  in  theif 
imall  fleets  and  in  it  a  very  gaUant  young  gentleman,  whofe 
name  was  Miks  Morgan''.  From  this  unlucky  adventure  Mr» 
Raleigh  arrived  fafe  in  Engbnd^  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 579^ 
und  bad  foon  after  thoughts  of  Serving  his  queen  and  country 
in  Ireland^  where-  his  h<diaefs  Pope  Gregory  VIII.  and  the  Spa- 
niards had  fent  men,  money»  and  bkilings,  to  comfort  and  aC» 
fift  fuch  as,  in  breach  of  their  oaths,  would  take  arms  againft 
their  lawful  fovereign,  and  cut  the  thioats  of  the  innocent 
Englilh'. 

It  is  not  very  clear  at  what  time  our  hero  crofied  the  ieas  ; 
but  it  appears  from  induUtaUe  authority,  that  in  1580,  he  had 
a  captain^s  commiflion  under  the  preGdent  of  Munfter^  wbtch 
was  then  a  more  honourable  commtffion  than  now,  becaufe 
there  were  fewer  &>ldier$>  and  confequently  more  care  was  ta- 
ken in  diftributiog  commiflions  ".  The  next  year  Captain  Ra^ 
letgh  frrved  under  the  noble  Earl*  of  Ormonde,  then  governor 
of  Ulfter^  a  perfon  cool^uotts  by  his  iltuftrious  birth  and  near 
relation  to  Queen  £li&beth  ;  but  ftiU  moie  fo  by  his  virtues  and 
fteady  acUierence  to  his  duty,,  in  fpite  of  greater  temptations  than 
any  other  man  met  wish,  and  by  whofe  dire£^ioos  Raleigh  per* 
formed  many  fignal  £brvices.  The  Spanifh  fuccours^  under  the 
command  of  an  officer  of  their  own,.  ai&Aed  by  a  choice  body 
of  their  Irifo  confederates^  had  raifod  and  loni&cd  z  callle, 

I  UAUayC,  vol.  iii.  p.  i7}.  Holmgjlbed,  t^I.  \u  p.  ijtfp.  Hookei*ft  dedicf- 
ti'jn  of  his  crAoflifion  and  continDitivn  ot  tbe  Irifh  chronicics.  Ik  See 

Captain  Uiyrs's  r«!aCion  io  Hak'iiv(»  vol  iii.  p.  x44*  <  Hooker's  fuppJc* 

iT^ut  10  ihf  h'\%  cU-#nick»^p.  if^u  «  C^x'j  hift\>ry  of  Ifd&nd,  p.  jtftf. 

which 
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which  they  called  del  Ore,  and  which  they  iotenclecl  fliottlii 
ferve  them  for  a  place  of  retreat  whenever  chey  foond  thon-^ 
felves  diftrefledi  and  prove  alfo  a  key  to  admit  frefli  fuccoors 
from  abroad,  which  they  daily  ezpeOwd^  anfi  for  which  it  was 
mighty  well  fituated,  as  ftanding  upon  the  bay  of  Smerwick,  or 
St.  Mary  Wiek,  in  the  county  of  Kerry*  The  then  deputy  of 
Ireland,  Lord  Grey,  was  a  perfon  of  great  courage  and  inde&ti^ 
gable  induftry,  but  withal  of  a  very  fcvcrc  temper,  and  partioi- 
larly  prejudiced  againft  the  Irifh,  and  who  refolved  at  all  h»4 
zards  to  difpoiTefs  them  of  this  fort^  which  he  accordingly  be^ 
iieged  with  his  fmall  army  for  ibme  time.  In  this  dangerous 
enterprize  Captain  Raleigh  had  his  ihare,  commanding  often  in 
the  trenches,  and  contributing  greatly  to  the  redu^on  of  the 
place,  which  was  at  laft  forced  to  furrender  at  difcretion^  and 
the  lord-deputy  direfted  the  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon  to  b^ 
put  to  the  (word.  This  was  accordingly  executed,  though  with 
great  regret,  by  the  captains  Raleigh  and  Mackworth  ■•  Many 
other  fervices  he  performed  in  Ireland,  of  a  nature  not  neceflaTy 
for  me  to  relate,  and  thefe  very  juftly  recommended  him  to  the 
notice  of  the  government,  who,  in  1581,  honoured  him  with 
a  joint-commiffion  to  be  governor  of  Munfter.  In  this  cha- 
raAer  he  continued  to  do  the  ftate  many  important  iervicesi 
which  were  amply  rewarded  by  the  grant  of  a  large  eftate  in 
the  county  he  had  fubducd  ^. 

Yet  all  his  care,  and  all  bis  fervices>  did  not  hinder  hb  ha* 
ving  many  enemies,  and  amongil  them  the  Lord-deputy  Greyi 
fo  that  he  feems  to  have  been  recalled  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
fame  year  to  England,  where  he  was  quickly  introduced  to  the 
queen's  notice,  and  by  his  own  merits  attained  a  large  flure  in 
her  favour  P;  and  as  he  was  forward  to  diftinguiih  himfelf  in 
all  public  fervices  of  reputation,  fo  on  the  return  of  the  duke 
of  Anjou  into  the  Netherlands,  he  was  one  of  thoie  who  ao* 
cpmpanied  him  out  of  England,  by  the  expreis  command  of 
Queen  Eli&beth  y  and  on  his  coming  to  England  in  15821  he 

ft  Stowc,  p.  tf8b\  CtmdCT,  p.  334— 3I>»  Hooker'*  fttpplemcnc  to  the  trifH 
chronicle,  fol.  171.  Spenfcr'i  (late  of  IrcUnd  in  hit  «orkS|  toK  ▼!.  p*  158* 
wherf,  however,  he  vindicatci  the  lord-depiicy  warmly,  and  fpeakt  u  an  tye  end 
ear  witncfi  of  all  that  paflcd.  •  Naunion'i  fragmenu  ttpXi*i  p.  a8,  t^. 

P  Lckc(iex*t  commonwealib,  p.  97*    Aolic  coqnin.  p.  90. 
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jbhrn^t  oV6r  the  prince  of  Orange's  letters  to  tbe  queen  ^. 
Some  months  after  this  he  refided  at  cbnrt^  knd  was  honoured 
trith  the  favour  and  prote£Hoa  evdi  of  contending  ftatefmeny 
\rho  were  proud  of  fhewing  the  true  judgment  they  made  of 
merits  by  becoming  patrons  to  Raleigh^  In  1583^  he  was 
concerned  in  his  brother  Gilbert's  fecond  attempt^  and  though 
.  be  went  nbt  in  perfon^  yet  he  built  a  n^  ibip,  called  the  bark 
Raleigh^  and  fumilhed  ^t  completely  for  the  voyage ;  the  unfuo* 
cefsful  end  of  which  it  feemed  to  prediA,  by  its  untimely  re- 
turn in  lels  than  a  week  to  Plymouth;  through  a  contagious  di(^ 
temper  which  feized  on  the  Ihip's  citw*.  Yet  did  not  either 
this  accident,  Or  the  unfortunate  lois  of  his  brother  Sir  HumF- 
phry,  which  has  been  beretofbtie  related^  drive  from  Raleigh's 
thoughts  a  fcheme  fo  beneficial  to  his  country,  as  thefe  northern 
difcoveries  feemed  to  be.  He  therefore  digefted  into  writing  an 
account  of  the  advantages  which  he  fuppofed  might  attend  the 
profecution  of  fiich  a  dcfign ;  and  having  laid  bis  paper  before 
the  council,  obttf ned  her  Majefty's  letters  patent  in  favour  of 
his  prcjed^  dated  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1584  <•  By  this 
feafonable  interpofition^  he  kept  alive  that  generous  fpirit  of 
fearching  out,  and  planting  dlftant  countries,  which  has  beea 
ever  fince  6f  fuch  infinite  lervice  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
England. 

It  was  not  bng  before  Mr.  Raleigh  carried  hb  patent  into 
execution  \  for  having  made  choice  of  two  worthy  commanders^ 
Captain  Philip  Amadas,  and  Captain  Arthur  Barlow,  he  fitted 
out  their  veflels  with  fuch  expedition,  though  intu-ely  at  hit 
own  expence^  that  on  the  twenty-fetenth  of  April  following, 
they  fet  fail  from  the  weft  of  England  for  the  coaft  of  North 
America^  where  they  fafely  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  July,  and  took  pofleffion  of  that  fine  country,  which 
has  been  fince  fo  famous  by  the  name  beftowed  on  it  by  Queen 
Elifabeth ;  and  not  given  (as  is  generally  furmifed)  by  Sir  WaL* 
ter  Raleigh,  of  Virginia*^. 

4  sir  Walter  Raleigh*!  lofention  of  dipping  in  his  ttUCt  dSkfi^  p.  3^. 
'  Shirley*!  life  of  Sir  Welter  Raleigh,  p.  ip.  Uofd**  fteie-worthiee,  p.  487. 
*  Haklnyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  149.  c  Hiftorical  acconnt  of  the  voyeget  of  Sir 

W.  Raleigh,  London,  f  7ip>  9ro,  p.  8.    Heklnyt,  vol.  Hi.  p.  Ml*  ^  Lirs 

of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  by  Oidy»,  p.  »|. 

Vol.  L  3  (^  About 
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About  this  time  he  was  cbolen  knight  of  the  fliire  ibr  tlie 
county  of  Devon  ^,  and  making  a  confiderable  figure  in  parlia- 
ment,  he,  upoir  ibmeoeeafion).  entering  the  rojral  preiencct  in 
his  capacity  as  a  member  ei  the  Houfe  of  Commoasy  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood ;  but  at  what  time  is  not  ezaAfy 
known.    In  1 5(5,  Sir  Waker  Rakigh  fitted  out  a  fecond  fleet 
for  Vupginia,  in  which  he  had  very  good'  fbc^fs^  hi»  fhips  in 
Aeir  return  taking  a  Spanifh  prize,  worth  fifty  thouiand 
pounds  '.    Re  was  tikewife  concerned  in  Captain  Dam's  tmder* 
faking,  for  the  diicovery  of  the  north*weft  paiStge ;  for  which 
9eafon  a  promontory  in  Davis'^  ilreights-was  called  Mount  Ra- 
Mgh  ^*    In  refpe£k  to  theft  public-^irited,  and  very  ezpcnfire 
proje^Si  the  queen  was  pleafed  to  make  him  feme  profitable 
grants ;  particularly  two,  the  firft  of  wineJicenccK  *,  and  the 
other  of  a  firigmory  in  Ireland^  confifting  of  cwcIto  iheuJand 
seres,  which  he  planted  at  his  own  eipence,  ^md  many  years 
after  ibid  to  Richard  Boyle,  the  firft  earl  of  Corke*.     Encou- 
fs^ed  by  thefe  favours^  be  ftted  out  a  third  fleet  for  Virginia« 
and  two  barks^  to  crnize  on  the  Spaniards  near  the  Azore% 
which  bad  fuck  feceefi,  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  many 
of  their  prizes  behind  them  \   Thia  good  fortuue  of  his  abroad, 
was  b  improved  by  his  own  prudent  behaviour  at  home,  that 
the  queen>  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1586)  made  him 
fenefchal  of  the  duchtea  of  Cornwall  and  £ceter,  and  Icml- 
warden  of  the  Aasneries  in  Devonfhtiv  and  ContwaU,  which 
yrefermex^.  though  no  more  than  his  merit  deferred,  yet  ex- 
poied  him  to  tht  malioe  of  fuch  as,  having  no  deferts  of  their 
own,  deipaieed  of  attaining  by  their  intrigues,  the  like  advan- 

fa  tlie  year  »587,  Sir  Waher  Rialetgh  fitted  out  a  foiifth 
fleet  for  Virginia^  at  his  own  eaBpence ;  and  in  1588  a  fi6h , 
but  neither  had  any  great  ftteceft,  notwieiiftanding  all  imaginable 
care  was  tajken  to  provide  them,  thoroughly  in  all  rafpeas,  and 
t^  employ  none  in  diis  iervice  but  men  of  refolu^ion  and  repu- 

w  Willtt-*  DOibn  parliirociiurit,  rtA.  U.  p.  »y4*  r  H&klort,  roL 

iiU  p.  %iU  .    >    7  IM;  p.  fot.  a  OMytV  lifc  of  Sir  Wilwr 

Aale^aJj,  p.  xS.  »  Co«'s  KUbory  of  Ireland,  p.  ^$9^^^.        b  HftUo^, 

ypl,  H.  part  il.  p.  xito.  o  Sec  Hbolrcr's  dedicttion  of  hif  SiipplcsieDi  u> 

the  Zi:ifh.chn»nicles  to  Sir  Wnlter  Raleigh;. 

tation. 
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nation  <i.  Tbdc  difappotntments,  how^ver^  icrrod  only  to  (hew 
the  conftancy  of  our  hero's  temper,  and  the  firmnefs  with 
'which  he  purfucd  whatever  appeared  to  him  conducive  to  the 
public  good,  how  little  foever  it  turned  to  his  private  advan- 
tage. With  juftice,  therefore,  was  the  wife  Queen  Elifabetfa 
<4ibfral  to  fuch  a  man«  who,  whatever  he  received  from  her 
bounty  with  one  hand,  beftowed  it  immediately  in  ads  glorioot 
to  the  nation  with  the  other.  The  fertile  field  thus  refunds  th# 
fun's  gokIenJ>eams,  ia  a  beautiful  and  cqptiws  hacveft  of  gok. 
den  ears. 

When  the  nation  was  ahrmed  with  the  news  of  the  king  of 

■Spain's  famous  armada.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  one  of  the 

council  appointed  to  confider  of  ways  and  means  for  repulfiog 

thofe  invaders^  and  his  application  of  his  thoughts  to  this  im* 

portant  queftion,  at  that  time,  ^oduced  facb  a  'Tcheme  for  de» 

*  fence,  as  may  be  of  the  greateil  ufe  to  (his  ifland»  while  it  re* 

mains  fuch  ^.    He  did  not,  ihowevei:,  confine  himfdf  ta  this 

province  of  giving  advice ;  but  as  he  had  often  fitted  out  ftiips 

ioT  his  country's  honour,  and  his  own,  fo  be  now  did  the  like 

for  its  defence;  and  not  iatisfied  even  with  that^  be  expofed 

aUb  his  perfon,  among  the  many  noble  volunteeis,  who  wens 

to  fea  upon  that  occafion,  and  performed  fuob  fignal  fervices  ii^ 

the  attack  and  deftru£tion  of  that  formidable  fleet,  as  recom* 

mended  him  further  to  the  ocelli's  fa^our^  who  granted  him 

fome  additional  advantages  in  his  wine-office,  which  he  enjoyed 

throughout  her  whole  reign,  and  was  the  principal  fource  of 

that  wealthy. which  be  employed  ib  muck  t^  bis  honour  ia  aS 

public  fervices  ^ 

About  this  time  be.  made  an  affignment  of  all  his  right,  title^ 
and  intereft  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  certain  gentlemen  and 
merchants  of  Liondon,  in  hopes  they  might  be  able  to  carry  on 
a  fettlement  there,  more  foccefsfuUy  than  he  had  done.  He 
had  already  fpeot  upwards  of  forty  tboufand  pounds  in  his  ie* 
veral  attempts  for  that  purpoie^  atid  yet  it  does  Bot  appear  that 
lie  parted  with  his  property^  either  ou^  of  a  profpefl;  of  gain, 

d  Haklnyt,  vol.  ill.  p.  so8.  «  See  an  extra  A  of  this  piece  in  Oldys'e 

fife  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigb,  p.  3p.  f  Townihcii4'a  hUkorioal  collet;- 


4aoDc,  p.  444. 
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or  through  an  unwillingnefs  to  run  any  further  hazard ;  for  in^ 
ilead  of  taking  a  coniideration,  he  gave  them,  at  the  time  of 
inaking  the  ailignment,  an  hundred  pounds  towards  their  firft 
cxpences,  neither  did  he  make  any  referve,  except  the  fifths  of 
all  gold  and  filver  mines.     All  his  view  was,  to  engage  &ch  a 
number  of  joint  adventurers,  as  by  thdr  concurring  intcreAsj 
and  induftry,  might  ftrengthen  his  infant  colony,  and  enable  it 
to  reach  the  end  which  he  had  designed.    With  the  fame  incw 
be  continued  to  affi^  the  company  with  his  advice  and  protec- 
tion, whenever  they  deiired  it ;  and  the  difficulties  they  ffamg* 
gled  with,  for  twenty  years  after,  fufficiently  fhewed,  that  it 
was  not  through  any  fault  of  the  original  proprietor  Virginia 
did  not  fooner  fiourifh,  and  that  his  wifdom'and  prudence  were 
po  leis  to  be  admired  in  this  difpofal  of  bis  concern  therein, 
(han  his  courage  and  conduiE^  deferved  applaufe,  in  firfl  fixing  ^ 
upon  (o  advantageous  a  ipot,  which  has  Gnce  proved  itlelf 
worthy  of  al^  the  ca;e  and  expence  employed  in  the  fiipport 
of  it».    '■  ••.=•-..•- 

When  ^  propofition  was  made  by  Don  Antonio,  king  of 
Portugsd,  to  Queen  Elifabeth,  to  ai&ft  him  in  the  recovery  of 
his  dominions,  the  terms  he  offered  appeared  fo  reafbnaUe, 
that  her  iMajeily  was  content  to  bear  a  confiderable  fhare  in 
that  un<iertaking,  and  to  encourage  her  public-fpirifed  fubjefts 
to  fumiCb  the  rieft^  Her  Majelly's  quota  confifted  of  fix  men 
of  war,  and  threefcore  thoufaqd  pouhds ;  to  which  the  adven- 
turers added  a  hundred  and  twenty  fail  of  (hips,  and  between 
fourteen  and  fifteen  thoufand  me^,  foldiers  and  failors.  In  the 
fitting  out  this  fleet,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  deeply  concerned, 
and  took  a  fliare  himfelf  in  the  expedition,  of  which  a 
large  account  has  been  given  already  i,  and  therefore  there 
is  no  need  of  repeating  it  here ;  efpccialJy  fincc  we  meet  with 
no  particulars,  which  pcrfonally  refpeft  Sir  Walter  worth  mcn- 
tioningi  except  it  be  taking  fome  hulks  belonging  to  the  Hanfe- 
towns,  for  which  he,  together  with  fome  other  commanders^ 

8  Hakluyt'f  voyagei,  firft  edit.  p.  815.  *  See  Don  Antonio's  fct* 

tcr  CO  the  treafnrer,  ib  Scrype't  tnnals,  vol.  iii.  p.  535.  i  See  the 

Qavai  hiftorjr  of  Qaeea  Elifabeth,  p.  3^9. 

.  I.    »■   •  •■ 
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ireceivedf  as  a  fpecial  mark  of  the  queen's  favour,  a  gold  chain >(. 
The  next  year  he  made  a  voyage  to  Ireland,  and  towards  the 
latter  end  of  it,  formed  a  grand  defign  of  attacking  the  Spa<- 
liiards  in  the  Weft  Indies,  taking  the  plate-fleet,  and  facking 
PanainaL 

This  enterprize,  like  that  of  Portugal,  was  partly  at  the 
queen's  charge,  and  partly  at  that  of  private  perfbns,  among 
whom  the  principal  were  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  Sir  John 
Hawkins  ^  the  former  intending  to  go  in  perfon  as  commander 
in  chief  of  the  fleet,  which  confifted  of  two  of  the  queen^s 
ihips,  and  thirteen  fail  befldes'".  Many  accidents  happenedj^ 
which  detained  thefe  fliips  on  the  Englifli  coaft  for  twelve 
weeb }  but  at  laft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  failed  on  the  fixth  of 
May,  1592,  The  very  next  day  Sir  Martin  Frobi(her  follow- 
ed,  and  overtook  him  with  the  queen's  letter  to  recal  him ;  but 
he»  thinking  his  honour  too  deeply  engaged,  continued  at  fea, 
till  all  hopes  of  fucccfs,  according  to  their  intended  fcheme,  was 
loft ;  and  then  returned,  leaving  the  command  of  the  fleet  to 
3ir  Martin  Frobiflier,  and  Sir  John  Burgh  (or  Burrough), 
with  orders  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  the  iflands. 
In  purfuance  of  thefe  orders.  Sir  John  Burgh  happily  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  Madre  de  Pios,  or  Mother  of  God,  one 
of  the  greateft  fliips  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  which 
he  brought  fafely  into  Dartmouth,  oa  the  7th  of  September,  in 
the  fame  year^.  This  is  faid  to  have  been  the  moft  conGder- 
able  prize,  till  then,  taken  in  this  war,  and  therefore  it  may  not 
l>e  arhifs  to  give  a  particular  account  of  it.  *  ^ 

This  carrack  was  in  burden  no  lefs  than  flxteen  hundred  tons, 
whereof  nine  hundred  were  merchandize ;  flie  carried  thirty- 
two  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance,  and  between  fix  and  feven  hun- 
dred paflengers ;  was  huilt  with  decks,  feven  ftorey,  one  main 
orlope,  three  clofe  decks,  one  fore-caftle>  and  a  fpare  deck,  of 
two  floors  a-picce.  According  to  the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Adams,  an  excellent  geometrician,  flie  was  in  length,  from 

»  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  by  Oldyt,  p.  50.  I  Hakloyt,  vol.  fi* 

part  ii.  p.  194.  ">  Sir  WiUiam  Monfoa's  OaTal  CnAi,  p.  280. 

^  See  ■  true  report  of  the  honourable  fervice  by  Sir  John  Burrongh,  lieute^ 
jiant-general  of  the  Jeet,  prepared  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  Haklayt,  at  be* 
ton  died.   ' 

the 
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the  beak-head  to  the  ftern^  165  £eet ;  in  breadth,  near  47  feet; 
the  length  of  her  keel,  100  feet  ^  of  the  main-maft,  1 21 -feet  1 
its  circuit  at  the  partners^  near  deyen  feet;  and  her  matn* 
yard»  106  feet  ^.  As  to  her  lading,  according  to  the  catal<^ac 
taken  at  Leadenhall^  the  15th  of  September  this  year,  the 
principal  wares  conitfted  of  fpiceSp  dnigSp  illks,  cailicoes,  car- 
pets, quilts,  cloth  of  the  rind  of  trees,  ivory,  porcelane^  or 
china-ware,  ebony;  beiides  pear],  oiuik,  civet,  and  ambergris, 
with  many  other  commodities  of  inferior  value*  The  cara^- 
fon  freighted  ten  of  our  ihips  for  Londoui  and  was,  by  mode- 
rate computation,  valued  at  a  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand 
pounds  Sterling  p.  When  this  vefiel  was  firft  taken,  both  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  and  Sir  John  Hawkins  judged  it  to  be  vrorth 
four  times  that  fum  ^;  and  fo  in  all  probability  &e  was  :  but  in 
fpite  of  all  the  care  Sir  John  Burgh  could  take,  the  iiBamcB 
embezzled  a  vaft  quantity  of  valuable  effe£b;  neither  were  the 
proprietors  in  a  much  better  fituation,  when  fhe  was  bnmght 
home.  Sir  William  Monfon  tells  us  the  reafon,  and  I  cbufe  to 
give  it  in  his  own  words.  "  The  queen's  adventure,*'  iays  be, 
<*  in  this  voyage,  was  only  two  (hips,  one  of  which,  and  tbe 
**  leafl  of  them  too,  was  at  the  taking  the  carrack;  which  title 
**  joined  to  her  royal  authorky,  ihe  made  fuch  uie  of,  that  the 
«<  reft  of  the  adventurers  were  forced  to  fubmit  diemfelves  to 
<<  her  pleafure,  with  whom  (he  dealt  but  indifierently '.**  Thus 
it  appears,  from  unexceptionable  authority,  that  the  queen,  and 
not  Sir  Walter,  was  moft  benefited  by  this  capture;  and  there 
is  reafon  to  believe  the  like  happened  upon  other  occafions, 
though  Sir  Walter  was  generally  left  to  bear  tbe  blame. 

While  Sir  Waher  remained  at  home,  his  great  genius  dis- 
played itfelf  in  all  the  employments  worthy  of  a  citizen^  m  a 
free  ftate.  He  (bone  in  the  icnate  as  a  patriot,  ami  the  remains 
^e  have  of  his  fpeeches,  leave  us  in  doubt  which  we  ought 
moft  to  admire,  the  beauty  of  his  eloquence  or  the  ftrength  of 
bis  underftanding  *.     He  was,  befides,  the  patron  and  protcc- 

o  Ibid.  P  Affirmed  fii  rfic  clofc  of  the  ftid  •cconnt.  n  TMi 

original  it  ftill  prcferved  in  rtie  Harlcian  coJIcAion,  Oldys'f  life  of  Sir  Walrcr 
Raleigh,  p.  65.        1  '  Naval  trafti,  p.  181.  «  Sir  Simonds  d'E«rt 

jonrnal  of  Qaeen  Elifabcth*«  parliamemi,  p,  47S,  484,  4881  490^  &c.  H^yward 
To«xiihend*s  hiftorical  coUcaiocs,  fol.  65. 
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for  of  learned  men,  the  great  encourager  of  all  public  underta- 
kings, and  one  of  the  qaeen'6  declared  favourites  at  court  ^  It 
was  here  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  found  htmfelf  at  a  lofs.  In 
fyite  of  all  his  wiidom  and  [Kiideiice  he  became  enamoured  of 
Mrs.  Throckmorton,  one  of  the  queen'^s  ladies  of  honour,  and 
the  coufequeuces  of  this  amour  proved  fuch  as  could  not  be  con« 
cealed.  The  queen,  though  ftie  had  pafled  bjr  errors  of  a  like 
nature  in  Leicefter  and  'ESctl,  yet  pumihed  this  miftake  of  Ra- 
leigh very  ieverely  $  but  whether  led  thereto  by  the  infinuations* 
<rf  his  enemies,  or  from  a  notion,  that  the  greater  a  man's  abi* 
titles  the  lefs  his  oflSsnces  deferved  pardon,  I  pretend  not  to  de- 
termine •.  However,  the  queen's  frowns  wrought,  in  this  re- 
fpe&f  a  proper  refovmation.  Sir  Walter  meditated  in  his  re-» 
tirement  a  greater  defign  *  than  hitherto  he  had  undertaken 
while  in  the  queen's  favour,  and  that  was  the  difcovery  of  the 
rich  and  fpacious  empire  of  Guiana,,  a  noble  country  in  South 
America,  which  the  Spaniards  had  then  only  vifited,  and  to 
this  day  have  never  conquered. 

From  the  time  he  6rh  entertained  this  notion,  he  made  it  his 
bafineis  to  colle£l  whatever  informations  might  be  had  relating 
to  this  place,  and  the  means  of  entering  it.  When  he  thought 
himfelf  as  much  mafter  of  the  fabje£l  as  books  could  make  him,. 
He  drew  up  inftni£tions  for  Captain  Whiddon,  an  old  experien*- 
ced  officer,  whom  he  ient  to  take  a  view  of  the  coaft,  and  who 
returned  with  a  fair  report  of  the  riches  of  the  country,  the  pof- 
fibtlity  of  difcovering  and  fubduing  it,  and  the  treachery  and 
cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  fettled  in  its  neighbourhood.  This  fix-- 
cd  Sir  Walter  in  his  refolution  ^  and  therefore,^  having  provided 
a  iquadron  of  fhips  at  his  own  expends,  and  thofe  of  his  noble 
friends'the  Lord*high-admiral  Howard  and  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  he 
prepared  for  this  adventure  ',  which  he  alfo  accompliflied 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1595,  he  failed  from  Plymouth,  and 
arrived  at  the  ifle  of  Trinidado  on  the  22d  of  RIarch.  He  there 
K^ade  himielf  eafily  mafter  of  St.  Jofenh's,  a  iinall  city,  and  took 

'  Nsnnton's  fragmenta  rcgaKi.    LlbycTs  flate  worthies.  ^  Camden , 

p.  697*     I>r.  Birch' t  mcnoirt  of  Qiieeo  Blifabcth,  vol.  i.  p.  79.    Nauntoti^t 
fraimenca  regaHa*     Lloyd's  ft  ate  worthies.  ■  Seethe  dcilication  prefixed 

to  his  own  difcourfe  hc'rcsftCf  memioae^.  T  Lire  of  Sir  Wiltcr  Rnlcigh 

b%*  Oldys,  p.  :r. 
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the  Spani(h  governor  Antonio  Boreo  prifbner,  'Who  gav6  him  i, 
full  and  exaA  defcription  of  the  neighbouring  continent,  and  the 
trade  in  thofe  parts,  unknown  before  to  the  EngUfli.     On  this 
information  he  left  the  fhip  at  Trinidado,  aiid  i^th  a  hundred 
men,  in  fcvcral  little  barks,  proceeded  up  the  river  Oronoqu^ 
40c  miles  in  fearch  of  Guiana.     Carrapana^  one  of  the  pettj 
kings  of  the  country,  and  feveral  others  df  them^  refigning  their 
fovereignties  into  his  hand  for  the  queen's  ufe.  But  the  weather 
was  fo  hot,  and  the  rains  fo  violent,  that  he  was  fbroed  to  re- 
tire in  as  much  danger  of  being  borne  down  by  the  rapid  torrents 
of  water,  as  cruflied  by  the  rage  and  power  of  his  enemies.  The 
inhabitants  of  Cumana  refufmg  to  bring  in  the  contribution  be 
affigned  them  to  pay  to  fave  the  town^  he  fired  it,  as  alfbSt*  Ma- 
ry's and  Rio  de  la  Hacha;  which  done,  he  returned  home  with 
glory  and  riches.  Of  the  whole  of  his  proceedings,  the  manner 
of  his  entering  this  hidden  country,  and  making  a  farther  pro- 
grefs  there  in  a  month,  than  the  Spaniards  had  done  in  half  a 
century  j  of  the  nature  of  the  foil>  and  the  certainty  of  finding 
many  and  rich  mines  of  gold,  Sir  Walter  has  left  us  fo  fair,  fo 
copious,  and  fo  well  written  a  relation  ',  that,  if  bis  fubfequent 
unfortunate  voyage  bad  not  thrown  a  (hade  over  fo  bright  2 
profpe£t,  we  could  fcarce  render  a  reafon  why  Guiana  (hould 
not  at  this  time  have  been  as  thoroughly  kno^ni,  and  as  com- 
pletely fettled  by  the  Englifh  as  Virginia; 

Whatever  might  be  pretended  by  the  deep  and  cunning  ftatcf- 
men  of  that  age^  as  that  many  things  fabulous,  and  more  un- 
certain, were  related  in  Sir  Walter's  actount^  and  that  it  was 
hazarding  too  much  to  fend  a  large  fleet,  well  mahnedj  into  fo 
fickly  a  climate)  whatever,  I  fay^  of  this  kind  was  pretended 
(as  wife  men  will  never  want  pretences,  even  trhen  their  paflions 
incline  them  to  do  weak  things)^  yet  enty  was  certainly  the  true 
€aufe  why  his  propofals  were  poftponed  at  firft,  and  afterwards, 
'  notwithftanding  all  his  prefiing  folicitatidns,  abfolutely  rgef^*. 
Sir  Walter,  however,  to  (hew  his  own  entire  Confidence  in  this 

s  Under  the  titJe  of  «'  The  difcoVcry  of  the  If r£e,  ridi,  and  beflutifol  enpire 
**  of  Gatana,  with  a  relation  of  the  great  and  golden  city  Manao,  called  hj  the 
**  Spaniards  £1  Dorado,  and  performed  in  the  year  if ps  by  Sir  WaICct  Rtirigh, 
**  imprinted  at  London  by  Robert  Robtafon,  4to,  i|p6.** 

a  See  Captain  Kereeya's  dedication  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
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Scheme,  and  perhaps  with  a  view  to  make  things  fo  plain,  that 
even  bis  detr;^or$  Qiould  have  nothing  to  objeA,  fitted  out  two 
fhips  at  his  own  expence;  the  Delight  and  the  Difcoverer,  and 
fenr  them  under  Captain  Kemeys,  who  had  lerved  in  the  former 
enterprize  to  Guiana,  as  well  to  make  farther  inquiries,  as  la 
fome  meaiure  to  keep  his  word  with  the  Indians,  to  whom  h« 
had  promifed,  in  the  name  of  the  queen  his  mifbrels,  fuch  aflift- 
ance  as  might  enable  them  to  drive  away  the  Spaniards,  who 
\vere  continually  attempting  rather  to  extirpate  than  fubduethem. 
This  voyage  Kemeys  fuccefsfully  performed,  and  at  his  return 
jpublifhed  fuch  in  account  of  his  expedition^  as  might  have  con* 
verted,  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  opinion  of  Guiana,  all  whom 
invincible  ignorance  or  over-weening  prejudice,  had  not  d^ftined 
io  remain  infidels; 

The  next  important  expiedition  in  which  we  find  Sir  Walter 
Engaged,  was  that  famous  one  to  Cadiz,  wherein  the  earl  of 
Eflex  and  the  Lord-high-admiral  Howard  were  joint  com- 
mandersi  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  with  many  other  perfons  of 
great  military  ikill  and  prudence,  appointed  of  their  council^* 
We  have  already  given  a  general  account  of  the  nature  and 
defign  of  this  expedition,  and  here  therefore  we  fhall  dwell  only 
on  fuch  particulars  as  qiore  immediately  relate  to  the  gentleman 
of  whom  we  are  fpeaking.  The  fleet  failed  in  the  beginning  of 
June  1596,  and  on  the  aoth  of  the  fame  month  they  arrived  be- 
fore Cadiz.  The  Lord^admiral's  opinion  was  to  attack  and  take 
the  town  firft^  that  the  Englifii  fleet  might  not  be  expoled  to  the 
fire  of  the  ihips  in  the  port,  and  that  of  the  city  and  forts  adja* 
cent,  at  the  fame  time.  The  council  of  war,  wjhich  h^  called 
upon  this  occafloUy  concurred  with  him  in  opinion,  and  fo  a  re* 
folution  was  taken  inftantly  to  attack  the  town<>. 

It  fo  happened,  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  not  at  this  coun*- 
cil,  and  the  carl  of  Eflex  was  aAually  putting  his  men  into  boats 
before  Raleigh  was  acquainted  with  the  defign.  As  foon  as  he 
knew  it,  he  went  to  the  earl,  and  protefted  againft  it,  offering 
fuch  weighty  reafons  for  their  falling  firft  on  the  galleons,  and 

b  A  relation  of  the  fecond  voyage  tn  Goiana,  performed  and  written  io  1^95, 
by  Lawrence  ICcmeys,  gent.  Hakiuyt*s  voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  tfSj.  ^  Camden'c 

annals,  p.  720.  d  Sir  WiUiam  Monibn'a  naval  CraAs,  p.  184.     Triamphi 

of  Ndr^u,  fol.  187.     Purch»»'ii)ilgr!m5,  vol.  iv.  p.  19x9* 
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the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  that  the  earl  was  convinced  of  the  nr- 
ceflity  of  doing  it,  and  defired  Sir  Walter  to  difliiade  the  Lord- 
admiral  from  landing.     Sir  Walter  undertook  it^  and  prevailed 
with  him  to  confent,  that  the  fleet  (hould  firft  enter  the  pen, 
and  fall  on  the  SpaniOi  galleons  and  gaUies.    When  he  returned 
to  the  earl  of  EBtx  with  the  news,  crying  out  aloud  in  his  long- 
boat,  Entramos^  the  earl  flung  his  hat  into  the  fea  for  joj^  and 
prepared  to  weigh  anchor.    Sir  Walter  gave  the  lord«adfiural  a 
draught  of  the  manner  in  which  he  thought  beft  to  b^jin  the 
fight.    Two  great  fly-boats  were  to  board  a  galleon,  after  they 
had  been  fufficiently  battered  by  the  queen's  ihips  of  war  ;  which 
being  agreed  on,  and  both  the  generals  perfuaded  to  lead  the 
main  body  of  the  fleet,  Raleigh  in  the  Warfpight  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  van,  which  was  to  enter  the  harbour  and  confified 
of  the  Mary  Rofe  commanded  by  Sir  George  Carew,  the  Lyon 
by  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  the  Rainbow  by  Sir  Francis  Verc,  the 
SwiftAire  by  Capt.  Crofs,  the  Dreadnought  by  Sir  Conyers  Clif- 
ford, and  the  Nonpareil  by  Mr.  Dudley.    Thefc  were  followed 
by  the  fly-boats  and  London  hired  (hips,  the  Lord  Thomis 
Howard  leaving  his  own  fhip,  the  Mere  Honeur,  to  go  on 
board  the  Nonpareil.     Yet  the  aflion  did  not  commence  tha: 
evening,  becaufe,  being  a  matter  of  great  importance,  the  coun- 
cil had  not  time  to  regulate  the  manner  of  it  exadUy  \ 

On  the  2  2d  of  June,  Sir  Walter  weighed  anchor  at  break  of 
day,  and  bore  in  towards  the  Spanifli  fleet,  which  had  thus  dif- 
pofed  itfelf  to  refid  the  attack.  Seventeen  gallies  were  ranged 
under  the  walls  of  the  city,  that  they  might  the  better  flank  the 
Englifh  (hips  as  they  entered,  and  hinder  them  from  pa(Bng  for- 
ward to  the  galleons.  The  artillery  from  Fort -Philip  played  on 
the  fleet,  as  did  the  cannon  from  the  curtain  of  the  town,  and 
ibroe  culverins  fcoured  the  channel.  When  the  Spani(h  admi- 
ral, the  St.  Philip,  perceived  the  £ngli(h  approaching  under  fail, 
(he  alfo  fet  fail,  and  with  her  the  St.  Matthew,  the  St.  Thomas, 
the  St.  Andrew,  the  two  great  galleafTes  of  Li(bon,  three  fri- 
gates, convoy  to  their  plate-fleet  from  the  Havannah,  two  ar* 

c  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  relation  of  the  aftioo  at  Cadiz,  publiflied  by  his  ^ti-     \ 
Ton  Philip  Raleigh*  Efqj  at  ihc  end  of  an  ahttdgmeni  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  i 
Iiiftory  of  the  world,  170c,  8ro..    Triumphs  cf  NiflliU,  and  Purch«»*f  pilgtiiss 
before  ciccd. 
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jgofies,  very  ftrong  in  artilleiy,  the  admiral,  vice-admiral,  and 
rear-admiral  of  Nueva  Efpanna,  with  forty  other  great  (hip$ 
bound  for  Mexico  and  other  phces.  Of  thefe  the  Uu  Philip, 
the  St.  Matthew,  the  St.  Andrew,  and  the  St.  Thomas,  four 
capital  Ihips  came  again  to  anchor  under  the  fort  of  Puntal, 
in  the  (height  of  the  harbour  which  leads  to  Puerto-Real.  On 
the  ftarboard-fide  they  placed  the  three  frigates,  behind  them 
the  two  galleaiies  o£  Liibon.  The  argoiies,  and  the  feventeen 
gallies,  they  pofted  to  play  on  the  Engliih  as  they  entered  the 
harbour;  and  behind  thefe  the  admiral,  vice-admiral,  and  rear^ 
admiral  of  New  Spain,  with  the  body  of  the  fleet,  hoping  by 
this  great  ftrength  to  defend  the  entrance  ;  their  line  reaching 
like  a  bridge  over  the  ftreight  from  point  to  point,  and  was 
guarded  by  the  fort  of  Puntal.  Sir  Walter,  in  the  van  of  the 
Englifh  was  faluted  by  Fort^Philip,  by  the  cannon  on  the  cur- 
tain, and  by  all  the  gallies  in  good  order.  Raleigh  fcorned 
their  fire,  and  anfwered  with  a  flourifh  of  trumpets,  without 
diicharging  a  gun.  The  (hips  that  followed  him  beat  fo  thick 
on  the  gallies,  that  they  prefently  betook  them  to  their  oars, 
a.nd  got  up  to  join  the  galleons  in  the  ftreights.  Sir  Walter 
gave  them  feveral  broadfides  as  they  drove  by  him,  and  bore 
down  on  the  St.  Philip  and  St.  Andrew,  as  more  worthy  of  his 
fire.  The  Lord  Thomas  Howard  came  to  an  anchor  by  him  ; 
Sir  Robert  Southwell  in  the  Lion  did  the  fame  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  Dreadnought  and  the  Mary  Rofe  on  the  other ;  the 
Rainbow  lay  on  Puntal  fide  ;  and  thus  they  cannonaded  each 
other  for  three  hours.  About  ten  o'clock  the  Earl  of  EiTex, 
impatient  to  hear  the  noifc  of  the  guns  and  to  be  himfelf  out 
of  a£lion,  made  through  the  fleet,  headed  the  ihips  on  the  lar* 
board-fide  of  the  Warfpight,  and  anchored  as  near  Sir  Walter 
as  poflible.  Raleigh  kept  always  clofeft  to  the  enemy,  and  flood 
ilngle  in  the  head  of  alL  After  they  had  played  fo  long  on  the 
capital  (hips.  Sir  Walter  went  in  his  (kiff  to  the  admiral,  defi- 
ring  that  the  fly-boats  which  were  promifed  him  might  come  up, 
and  then  he  would  board  the  enemy ;  if  not,  he  would  board 
them  with  the  queen's  (hip,  it  being  the  fame  to  him  whether 
he  funk  or  burnt,  and  one  of  them  would  ccrtair\ly  be  his  fate. 

3  R  ^  Th^ 
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The  Earl  of  Eflex  and  the  Lord  Thomas  Howard  had  afiiir^ 
bim  thcjr  would  fecond  him  f. 

After  a  long  and  defperate  fight,  Sir  Walter  defprnrifig  of  the 
fly-boats,  and  depending  on  Lord  Eflex  and  Lord  Thomas 
Howard's  promlfes  to  aflif^  him,  prepared  to  board  the  Spanifh 
admiral ;  which  the  latter  no  fooner  perceiyed,  than  fhe,  and 
the  other  capital  (hips  following  her  example,  ran  afliore.    The 
admiral  and  the  St.  Thomas  thej  burnt ;  the  St.  Matthew  and 
the  St.  Andrew  were  favcd  by  the  Englilh  boats  before  they 
took  fire.    The  Englifh  were  merciful  after  their  viftorjr ;  but 
the  Dutch,  who  did  little  or  nothing  in  the  fight,  put  all  to  the 
fword,  till  they  were  checked  by  the  lord-admiraJ,  and  their 
iruelty  rcftrained  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.    The  moft  remark- 
able circumi^ance  in  this  whole  affiiir  feems  to  be  the  difpropor- 
tion  between  the  EngliQ^  and  Spanifli  force,  there  being  but  fe* 
ven  fliips  of  the  former  againft  feventy-one  of  the  latter.    This 
great  blow  rendered  the  taking  of  the  city,  which  followed  it,  the 
more  cafy,  which,  however,  was  performed  rather  by  dint  of 
valour  than  conduit,  and  with  fuch  an  impetyofity,  as  did  leis 
honour  to  the  ofBcers  than  to  the  foldiers.    Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
to  whom  undoubtedly  the  chief  honour  of  the  naval  vifkotj  was 
due,  went  aihore,  though  he  was  wounded,  to  have  fome  fhare 
of  this  ;  but  when  he  fa^  that  all  things  were  in  confiiGon,  he 
very  wifely  returned  on  hoard  the  fleet «. 

The  ne^t  moaning  Sir  Walter  fent  to  the  lord«admiraI  for  or- 
ders  to  follow  the  Spanifh  Weft  India  fleet  outward  bound,  lying 
^hen  in  Puerto-Real,  where  they  qould  nqt  efcape  him  \  but  in  the 
hurry  and  confufion  every  one  was  in  on  the  taking  of  the  town, 
this  opportunity  was  flipt,  and  no  anfwer  returned  to  his  de- 
mand. In  the  afternoon  the  merchants  of  Seville  and  Cadiz 
oflered  two  millions  to  fave  thofc  fhips ;  and  while  the  bargain 
hung,  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  caufed  all  that  rich  fleet  to 
he  burnt ;  and  thus  were  all  the  galleons,  gallics,  frigates,  ar- 
goGes,  and  the  fleets  of  New-Spain,  royal  and  trading,  confu* 
mcd,  except  the  St.  Matthew  and  the  St.  Andrew^  which  were 

f  See  the  foregoing  relations,  and  the  voyt}^  to  C7dis,  \n  Hakluyt's  collfr^ 
tion.  ?  Camden,  Tnamphs  of  NaHau,  Hikliiyl*»  account  of  the  Cadii 

yoyaj»r,  Vrrc's  coaiincntdrIc&,  p.   33,   and  Sir   Waltci's   own  aecbiznt   before- 

in 
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in  poflci&on  of  the  Englifli.  The  town  vras  rery  ricji  in  mer^ 
chatidiEe  and  plate.  Many  wealthy  prifpners  were  given  to  the 
|aBd*com(nanderS|  who  were  enriched  by  their  ranfom ;  fome 
•had  ten,  fon^e  fixteen,  fome  twenty  thoufand  ducats  for  their 
prlfoners  |  others  had  honfes  and  goods  given  themi  and  fold 
them  to  the  owners  for  vail  fums  of  money.  Sir  Walter  got» 
to  nfe  his  own  words,  <<  a  lame  leg  and  deformed;  for  the  reft» 
^<  he  either  fpoke  too  late,  or  Hwas  otherwife  refolvcdj  he 
^*  wanted  not  good  words,  yet  had  pofleflion  of  nought  but  po- 
•*  yerty  and  pain  ^/* 

In  their  return  home  they  took  Faro  in  the  kingdom  of  Al-j 
garve ;  and  EiTex  propofed  fome  other  enterprizes,  in  which  he 
was  oppofed,  and  the  point  carried  againd  him  by  the  concurr 
ring  opinions  of  the  chief  land  and  fea-ofiicers.  Yet  on  his  re. 
turn,  EfTex  publifhed  fome  remarks,  Qr>  as  he  calls  them,  oh- 
jc6lions  in  relation  to  this  ▼pyage,  wherein  (as  Mr.  Oktys  well 
obferves,  and  therein  juftly  ccnfurcs  Sir  Henry  Wotton)  the  earl 
^ucftions  evcxy  body*?  conduct  but  his  pwn.  The  queen,  how- 
ever, taking  time  to  inform  herfelf,  made  a  right  judgment  of 
the  whole  affair;  in  confequence  of  which,  fhe  paid  a  due  re«- 
ipeA  to  every  man's  merit,  and  greater  tp  none  than  to  that  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  K 

Immediately  after  his  return,  our  hero  bethought  himfelf  of 
his  favourite  projeft,  the  fettling  Guiana.  In  order  to  further 
(lifcovcrie$  which  might  effe£lually  lead  thereto,  he  fent  a  ftout 
pinnace,  well  freighted  with  every  thing  neccflary,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Leonard  Bcrrie,  which  fafely  arrived  there 
in  the  month  of  March  1 597  ;  and  having  entered  into  a  friend- 
ly commerce  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  and  learned  from 
them  very  particul^^r  accounts  of  the  prelent  ftate  and  riches  of 
the  higher  country,  they  returned  again  to  the  port  of  Plymouth 
the  28th  of  June  following.  This  expedition  feems  to  be  an 
indubitable  proof  of  two  things :  firft,  that  Sir  Walter  himfelf 
was  in  eameft  in  this  difcovery^  otherwife  there  can  be  no  caufe 
^fligned,  why,  having  fo  many  matters  of  importance  upon  his 
hands,  he  fhould  yet  bufy  himfelf  in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind. 

^  Camden,  ytrc's  commenlarics,  p.  41.  §nd  Sir  Waltct'-f  relation. 
1  Life  of  Sir  W^Uer  Raleigh,  p.  letf. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly*  that  Sir  Walter's  hopes  were  as  weB  founded  as  Ir 
was  poIDble  for  a  man's  to  be,  in  a  thing  of  this  nature,  fince 
the  account  given  us  of  this  voyage  is  fuch  an  one  as  is  liable  to 
no  juft  objedlions^. 

The  next  public  fervice  wherein  we  meet  vrith  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  is  that  called  The  Ifland-Voyagey  of  which  we  have 
alio  given  a  copious  account  formerly.    In  this  undertaking,  of 
which  we  have  as  full  and  clear  memorials  as  of  any  in  the  glo- 
rious reign  of  Queen  Elifabeth,  it  very  plainly  appears,  that 
Eflex  had  the  command,  and  Raleigh  the  abiUties ;  which  was 
the  true  reafon  why  the  former  acquired  fo  little  honour,  and 
the  latter  fo  much  (  though  with  a  lefs  jealous  commander  he 
had  certainly  attained  more.    Their  diiputes  began  early.     A 
misfortune  &11  out  in  Raleigh's  (hip  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  which 
obliged  hiai  to  lie  behind  the  fleet ;  and  afterwards,  when  this 
accident  was  repaired,  and  be  came  to  the  rock  of  Lifbon,  he 
met  with  a  large  number  of  fliips  and  tenders,  which  were  by 
him  conduftcd  to  the  Azores.   This  fignal  fervice  the  creatures 
of  Eilex,  by  a  fort  of  logic  in  which  they  were  wcU  pradlifcd,  con- 
ftnied  into  a  high  offence ;  for  they  pretended,  that  thefe  veiFels 
had  quitted  the  general,  to  wait  on  the  rear-admiral;  but  Sir 
Walter  having  convinced  the  earl,  that  thefe  Ihips  came  to  the 
rock  of  Lifbon  as  the  rendezvous  appointed  by  himfclf,  and  that 
he  finding  them  there,  had  brought  them,  as  became  him,  to 
attend  upon  his  Lordfhip,  EfTex  had  fenfe  enough  to  be  pacified 
for  that  time  >:  but  foon  after  things  went  wrong  again.  It  was 
agreed  in  a  council  of  war,  that  the  general  and  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  fhould  land  jointly  on  the  ifland  of  Fayall,  where  Ra- 
leigh waited  four  days  for  his  lordfhip,  and  hearing  nothing  of 
him,  held  a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  was  refolved,  by  fuch 
as  were  lefs  concerned  for  Effcx's  honour  than  the  nation's  glo- 
ry, that  Sir  Walter  fhould  attempt  by  himfelf,  what  it  was  fet- 
tled they  fhould  jointly  have  performed.     This  refolutlon-'he 
executed,  and  fhewed  therein  as  much  perfonal  courage  as  any 
private  foldier,  and  all  the  conduft  that  could  be  expeftcd  from 
a  very  wife  and  experienced  commander;  fo  that  we  need  not 

k  See  the  relation  of  this  voyage  by  Mr.  Thomai  M;ifl)aai«  in  Haklayt,  toI* 
tit.  p.  692.  1  See  the  accurate  relation  of  all  that  pafled  in  this  Toyagc, 

by  Sir  Arthur  Gorges,  in  Purcbas's  pitgrnns,  vol.  iv.  p.  xp3^* 

ponder 
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wonder  he  met  with  fucceis^  and  did  all  that  he  defigned.  Ef* 
feX)  on  his  arrivalj  forgot  the  public  fervicei  and  thought  of 
riothing  but  his  own  private  difgracet  which  vexed  him  fo  much^ 
that  he  broke  fome  of  the  officers  who  bad  behaved  gallantly 
under  Raleigh }  and  fome  talk  there  was  of  trying  him,  and 
taking  off  his  head ;  but  at  laft,  by  the  mediation  of  Lord 
Thomas  Howard,  who  was  vice-admiral,  and  Sir  Walter's  con- 
defcending  to  excufe  his  having  done  fo  much,  before  his  lord- 
(hip  did  any  thing,  matters  were  made  up  once  again.  The  ca* 
(hiered  officers  were  reftored,  Raleigh  returned  to  his  care  of 
the  public  fervice,  and  Eflez  proceeded  in  his  miftakes"'.  In 
confequence  of  thefe,  they  mifled  the  Weft  India  fleet,  though 
Raleigh  had  the  good  luck  to  take  fome  prizes,  the  produce  of 
which  paid  his  men,  fo  that  he  loft  neither  credit  nor  money  by 
the  vopge.  On  his  return,  though  Eflex  is  faid  to  have  found 
means  to  throw  the  mifcarriage  of  all  his  pompous  promifes  on 
inevitable  accidents,  with  the  mob,  and  fome  of  his  creatures 
imputed  them  to  Sir  Walter  ^  yet  thefe  accufations  would  not 
pafi  with  the  queen,  who  (hewed  Raleigh  more  favour  than 
ever ;  even  though  he  took  lefs  pains  to  vindicate  himielf,  and 
teftified  more  refpe£l  for  the  great  earl  than  perhaps  any  other 
nan  would  have  done". 

The  next  year  we  find  him  again  in  parliament,  where  he  dif- 
tinguiflied  himfelf,  by  uniting  what  of  late  have  been  thought 
oppofite  chara&ers,  the  patriot  and  the  fervant  of  the  crown, 
but  which  he  ihewed  to  be  very  confiftent.  By  his  intereft  with 
the  queen,  he  procured  fome  griping  proje£is  to  be  difcounte* 
nanced ;  by  his  weight  in  the  houfe,  he  promoted  fupplies;  he 
alfo  obtained  fome  indulgences  for  the  tinners  in  Cornwall,  and 
(hewed  himfelf,  upon  all  occafions,  a  ready  and  a  rational  ad«* 
vocate  for  the  poor.  In  1599,  when  the  queen  was  pleafed  to 
fit  out,  in  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight,  fo  great  a  navy  as  ftruck  her 
neighbours  with  awe.  Sir  Walter  was  appointed  vice-admiral ; 
which  honour,  though  he  enjoyed  it  but  for  a  ilngle  month,  yet 
was  a  high  mark  of  the  queen's  confidence,  flnce  at  that  time 

«  Sec  an  excellent  iccount  of  thU  alTiir  by  Sir  Walter  himfelf,  in  his  biftory 
of  ibc  world,  b.  v.  c.  i.  ^  9.  and  in  the  before  mentioned  relation.  ^  S^c 

Sir  Arthur  Gorgcfc'*  acconot  hcfore  referred  e«.    Vsrc's  conuncniarics,  p.  ^5, 

Ihe 
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(he  was  no  Icis  appreheiifive  of  ftirs  at  homci  diaa  of  aii  ihvaZ 
lion  from  abroad.  In  i6eOt  the  queen  was  pkafed  to  fen<l 
X^ord  Cobham  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  to  the  Dutch,  and  after 
confelrring  With  Prince  Maurice  of  Naflau^  Sir  Walter  relumed 
again  about  the  middle  of  the  year,  and,  a  little  after,  he  wa£ 
by  the  queen  made  governor  of  the  iflaiid  of  JeHey;  but  ibe 
referred  three  hundred  poimdi  a-year  out  of  that  go^renuncDt 
to  be  difpcfcd  of  as  (he  thought  fit  ^. 

His  next  great  fervice  was  againft  Efleti  in  his  infurreAioa 
in  the  February  following.  It  would  be  a  great  deal  befide  our 
purpofe  to  enter  into  a  long  detail  of  that  t)erplezed  afiair^  Let 
it  fuffice  then  that  we  obfer^e^  after  a  due  companion  of  what 
contemporary  writers  have  left  us  of  this  matter,  that  Lord 
Eflcx  was  1ms  own  eheniy,  ind  that  he  brought  Sir  Wiltcr's 
hame  upon  the  carpet  to  fcreen  his  own  defigns;  He  gaveooty 
that  the  caufe  of  his  ai*ming  was  to  defend  himfelf  againft  his 
perfonal  enemies^  pretending  that  Cobham  and  Raleigh  had 
contrived  a  fcheme  to  aflaflinate  him :  whereas  Shr  Chriftopfaer 
Blunt  had  in  truth  made  a  propdfal  of  this  fori  to  £flex,  wkh 
refpeA  to  Raleigh ;  and  when  this  was  judged  imprafticaUe, 
advifed  the  propagating  the  other  ftory  to  colour  their  proceed^ 
ingSj  as  himfelf  confeiTed.  When  the  mifchief  broke  out|  Sir 
Walter  did  his  duty,  and  no  more  than  his  duty.  Some,  in* 
deed,  have  reported,  that  after  the  earl  of  Eilex  was  condetn- 
tied,  he  prcfTed  the  queeri  to  fign  a  warrant  for  his  eiecotiokn, 
and  that  he  fhewcd  a  particular  pleafure  in  beholding  his  death ; 
Vhich,  however,  is  not  ftri£Uy  true  $  fdr  though  he  had  placed 
himfelf  near  the  fcafibld  before  the  earl  appeared,  yet  he  re- 
moved from  thence  before  his  death,  becaufe  the  people  feem- 
cd  to  take  his  appearance  there  in  a  wrong  light :  but  this  he 
afterwards  repented  9  becaufe,  when  the  earl  came  to  die,  he  ex* 
preiTed  a  great  delire  to  have  feen  ahd  (poke  to  him,  from  a 
forefight  of  which  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  taken  that  poft. 

The  point  of  fzCt,  as  to  his  fentunents  upon  this  fubjejt,  has 
been  effedually  cleared  fince  the  publiihing  this  work,  -by  the 
appearance  of  the  following  letter,  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's 
original,  now  in  the  colle£tion  of  manufcripts  bdongiug  to  the 
right  honourable  the  earl  of  Salifbury,  and  printed  by  Dr. 

e  Life  of  Sir  WaUct  Ralcisbi  p.  iitf-— 130. 

MurJln. 
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JNIarditi.  It  mak^  ilo  gKett  akeration,  in  refpc^):  to  what  was 
before  aflerted;  6ncc  Sir  Walter;  though  he  aTowcd  a  jtrf 
high  f^rfohal  friendlHip  for  Sir  Robert  Cect!|  yet  at  the  btxid 
titne  eltabltihed  his  adtice  on  hid  concern  for  the  iqueen'^ 
fafety.  In  this,  which  is  a  little  ifbrange,  he  had  tb^  earl  df 
Eflefs  cbhtufrtfnocfi  who  declared  to  the  preacher;  feht  to  at- 
tendy  and  to  worm  out  ,his  (ecretSj  in  priJToiii  that  the  queen 
could  never  be  fafc  while  he  lived.  But  to  come  to  the  letter, 
ihus  it  runs  i 

"  sir;     ^ 

««  I  AM  ilot  wife  enough  to  give  jou  advice;  but  \(  you  t«ke 
^*  It  for  1  gdod  counfel  to  relent  towards  this  tyrant,  you  will 
<'  krepent  it  when  it  Ihall  be  too  late.  His  malice  is  fixt,  and 
^«  will  hot  evaporate  by  any  of  your  mild  courfes,  for  he  will 
*<  afcjfibethe  altcfiitloh  to  her  Majcfly's  pnfiUanimity,  and  not 
•<  to  your  good- nature;  knowing  that  you  work  but  upon  het 
^<  humour,  and  not  out  of  any  loVe  towards  him.  The  left 
^<  you  itiake  him,  the  lefs  he  (haM  be  able  to  harm  you  and 
••  yours.  And  if  her  Majefty's  favour  faile  him,  he  will  againc 
'<  decline  t6  t  common  perfoil.  For  after-revenges  fear  them 
^*  liotl  For  your  own  father,  that  was  efteemed  to  be  the 
"  coiitrilrei'  of  Norfolk's  ruin;  yet  his  fon  fdlloWetK  your  fa- 
^<  therms  fon;  ind  foteth  him*  Humours  of  men  fucceed  not, 
*«  bbt  gtow  by  occafions^  and  accidents  of  time  and  power. 
<«  Somerfet  made  nb  revenge  on  the  duke  of  Northumberland's 
^<  hearers;  Northumberland  that  now  is,  thinks  not  of  Hat- 
^  ton's  Mfue.  Kclloi/^ay  lives  that  murdered  the  brother  of 
^*  Horfey,  ihd  Horfcy  let  him  go  by  all  his  lifetime.  I  could 
«*  name  you  a  thoufand  of  thofe,  and  therefore  after-fears  arc 
*<  but  ptophefics,  or  rathei*  conjedlurcs  from  caufcs  remote. 
^<  Look  to  the  prefent,  and  you  do  wifely.  His  fon  ihall  be 
<<  the  yoUngeft  earl  of  England  but  one,  and  if  his  father  be 
^  now  kept  down,  Will  Cecil  Ihall  be  able  to  keep  as  many 
<^  meii  at  his  heels  as  he,  and  more  too.  He  may  alfo  matche 
i<  in  a  better  houfe  than  his,  and  fo  that  fear  is  not  worth  the 
<<  fearing;  But  if  the  father  continue,  he  will  be  able  to  break 
<<  the  branches,  and  pull  up  the  tr  je  root  and  all.  Lofc  not 
c<  your  advantage  ^  if  you  do  I  note  your  deltiny. 

Vol.  L  3  S  «  Let 
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<^  Let  the  queen  hold  Bothwdl  while  (^c  hadi  him.  He 
<'  will  ever  be  the  canker  of  her  eftate  and  faulty.  Princes 
^  are  loft  by  (ecurity,  and  preierved  by  prevention.  I  have 
^<  feen  the  laft  of  her  good  days,  and  all  out's,  after  hi«  lU 
«  bertye. 

«  Yours,  &r^.  W.RP.-" 
Sir  W.  R.  to  Sir  R.  C.  ifior. 

If  here  is  nothing  more  (hrewd  and  ftnfibfe  in  this  letter^  than 
#he  giving  EiTex  the  name  of  Bothwell.  This  fingular  perfon 
was,  in  a  baftard  line,  the  grandfon  of  James  Y.  king  of 
'  Scots^  He  came  to  the  court  of  King  James  then  reigning,,  by 
the  name  of  Captsun  Francis  Stuart,  grew  into  favour,  was 
created  earLof  Bothwdl,  and  made  lord  high-admiral  of  Scot* 
hnd.  He  wa»  not  only  a  perfon  of  boundlels  arrogance  and 
ambition,  but  of  {b  reMefs  and  unruly  a  fpirit,  that  he  kept 
the  king  and  kingdom  in  continual  confufion.  He  was  forfeit- 
ed over  and  over,,  but  by  hia  famous  conne^on  with  fome  of 
the  nobility,  was  as  often  recalled  and  pardoned.  He  (urprifed 
and  forced  the  royal  palace  of  Holy-'Rood-Houfe,  he  had  in- 
vefted  the  caflle  of  Fawkbnd,  he  had  entered  fword  in  hand 
into  the  king's  bed-chamber,  and  took  him  out  in  his  (hirt,  but 
eight  years  before,  and  all  this  purely  &om  a  fpirit  of  domi- 
nion, and  contempt  of  his  niafter's  minifters,  which  ia£b,  then 
recent  and  notorious,  muft  occur  to  Cecil's  remembrance  on 
reading  his  name  ^» 

It  is  evident,  that  Sir  Walter,  by  this  admonition,  meant  to 
confirm  Sir  Ilobert  Cecil  in  his  defign  to  crufh  Eflex  abfolute- 
ly ;  but  whether  it  clearly  dii&ades  the  fparing  his  life,  the 
reader  may  judge.  Raleigh's  own  life  had  been  in  great  dan^^ 
ger,  which  was  the  reafon  when  Sir  Chriftopher  Blunt  came 
to  die,  he  aAually  begged  Sir  Walter's  pardon,  and  confeflcd 
the  wrong  that  had  been  done  himi^  in  the  reports  fpread  to  in- 
flame the  populace.    Yet  it  h  certain,  that  even  thk  confeiEon 


P  MHrdio's  l^ace  papcrt,  p.  8t  r.  ^  Spotrwood-s  hUlory  of  the 

church  of  Scotiand,  p.  394^  395, 401,  407,  409.  Moyfes'i  incni6irt  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Scotland,  p.  1391  is^t  155,  X79,  188^  to6^  i^j,  Wiawood*f  memo- 
ii*rj,  vol.  it.  p.  95,  440,  4S7'. 

did 
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did  not  qua(h  fuch  reports ;  but  from  this  time  forward  Raleigh 
•had  more  enemies  than  ever;  and,  which  was  woife,  the 
'queen's  fucceflbr  was  prejudiced  againft  him,  by  fuch  accounts 
«s  were  tranfmitted  to  him  in  Scotland^. 

It  is  not  at  all  impoffible,  that  thofe  artful  flatefmen,  who 
had  fo  much  addreis  as  to  make  the  populace  then,  and,  by 
employing  the  pen  of  a  learned  biflorian,  the  world  in  general 
fiow  believe,  they  were  feconds  only  in  thefe  quarrels,  and 
Eflex  and  Raleigh  principals,  hated  both  alike,  and  contrived 
to  make  them  ruin  each  other ;  by  in£aming  Eflex  againil  Ra- 
leigh firft,  which  induced  him  to  write  in  his  prejudice  to  King 
James,  whh  whom,  by  theJiands  of  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon,  he 
kept  a  conflant  'Correfpondence,  and  after  bringing  Jihn  to  the 
block,  allowing  the  truth  of  tbofe  informations,  that  they 
might  run  no  hazard  (in  a  new  reign)  from  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh's abilities.  The  conje£hire  is  rendered  probable  enough 
from  the  whole  thread  of  the  relation,  nor  would  It  be  a  very 
hard  taik  to  prove  it  was  really  fo  from  inconteflible  authorities* 
So  eafy  it  is  in  courts,  for  xnalicc  and  -cunning  to  get  the  better 
^f  courage  and  fenfe. 

In  the  furamer  of  the  year  1601,  he  art  tended  the  queen  in 
her  progrefs,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  duke  de  Biron,  as  amt* 
baflador  from  France,  he  received  him,  by  her  Majefty's  ap^ 
"pointment,  and  conferred  with  him  on  the  fubjefl  of  his  em- 
bafTy.  In  the  laft  parliament  of  the  qtieen,  Shr  Walter  was  a 
very  adlive  member,  and  diftinguiflied  hSmfetf  upon  all  occa- 
iioBS,  by  oppofing  fuch  faiHs  as,  under  colour  of  deep  policy^ 
were  contrived  for  the  oppreffion  of  the  meaner  fort  of  peo- 
ple; fuch' as  that  for  compelling  every  man  to  till  a  third  part 
of  his  ground,  {kxI  others  of  a  like  nature.  Nor  was  he  lefs 
ready  to  countenance  fuch  laws  as  t>ore  hard  upon  tlie  rich, 
and  even  upon  traders ;  where  tt  was  evident,  that  private  in- 
tereft  dafhed  with  public  benefit,  and  there  was  a  neceiSty  of 
hurting  fome,  for  the  fake  rOf  doing  good  to  all.  This  fhews 
that  he  had  a  juft  notion  of  popularity,  and  knew  how  to  dif- 
tinguilh  between  deferving  and  defiring  it.  An  infhnce  of  this 
appeared  in  his  promoting  a  law  for  the  reilnining  the  exporta^ 

f  Life  of  Su  Walter  Ralngb,  p.  133—13^ 
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%ioa  of  ordnance,  nvhicb,  at  that  tlose,  vas  of  migb^y  94T9Pta£e 
to  fuch  as  «rcrc  concerned  in  t^iat  commerce,  bm  of  iiieifprd^ 
fibb  detriment  to  the  i^^tiQn  y  becaufe  it  wa$  t})^  fporpc  of  tbe 
enemy's  power  at  lea,  tbe  3pa^^fl^  nayy  making  ufe  of  Qopc  bat 
EngltOi  c^pop. 

In  tbe  point  of  monopolies,  ipdeed,  he  waf  Pot  a^tf^fdio*  & 
clear  -,  but  b^  ibeved  tba(  he  nifid^  a  pipder^t^  uf^  pf  tb«i  grants 
he  had  obtained  from  the  crpiYn,  anil  offq^i^  \f  0t}i^  were 
^^pcelled,  tq  furrender  his  freely  *. 

Upon  the  demife  of  Queen  Elifabetby  Sir  Walt^.  w^  not 
^itbqut  tropes  of  coming  intq  faYOVp:  with  lioT  fMCoef&r*  y^hok 
countenance  be  had  fought  by  yario^s  prf f^ptg,  ^4  otb^  lefti- 
xnonies  pf  refped,  which  he  &nt  into  Scotland,  and  frpn^  the 
Reception  they  met  with,  had  no  fe^^fofi  at  al)  to  fuipe^^at  be 
ftood  upon  ill  tef ms  with  King  James  ^  H^  was  n^t  ^orani, 
li^pwever,  of  tl^e  pains  taken  by  l^ffex,  to  infufe  into  the  kixtgH 
poind  prejudices  9gain(\  bim>  Vl^icb,  howcv^,  he  thaaght  to 
^ear  out  by  ai&duous  feryice.  On  the  king^;s  coxping  mtp  £ag> 
'  land,  he  had,  notwithftanding  common  reports,  (ifeqqcnt  aiccefs 
to  him,  and  thereby  an  opportunity  of  difcovering  both  hia  de- 
fire  and  his  capacity  of  ferving  his  Majefty.  But  hp  quickly 
found  himfelf  coolly  treated,  par  ^as  he  long  at  a  loia  fpr  tbe 
r^afon.  -  $ir  Robert  C^cil,  yrho  h?d  been  hi$  friend  and  afio- 
ciate,  jfo  bng  as  they  were  bpth  ip  danger  from  Efley,  forefee- 
ing  that,  if  ever  Raleigh  came  into  lijng  James1$  confidence,  his 
adminiiftration  would  npt  laft  long,  dreV  fuch  a  cbaradier  of 
him  to  that  prince,  as  he  thought  mo(t  likely  tp  diigufi  him ; 
and  dwelt  particularly  uppn  this,  that  Raleigh  was  a  martial 
man,  and  Mfould  be  continually  forming  pro)e£b  tp  ennbarral^ 
him  with  bis  neighfapurs  ".  Sir  Walter,  in  rtfura  fcir  (his  good 
office,  did  him  anpther ;  (or  he  drew  yp  a  metnorial,  vkereia 
be  ihewed  plainly,  that  tbe  aiSc^lion  of  the  Cecils  for  his  Ma^ 
jeily  yras  not  the  effe&,  of  choice,  but  of  force ;  that  in  rea- 
lity, it  was  chiefly  through  the  intrigues  of  one  of  that  £unilj 

B  Heywird  Townfheod^s  colle^ipn;,  and  Sir  SimoDds  d*£wes's  iouroal  o^ 
Qnwn  Elizabeth*!  parliaments. 

<  Pr>  Peur  Heylypi^t  examto.  hiftoricnas,  p.  170.  A  brief  re!arioii  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh's  troubles,  p.  x.  •  Baker**  cbrooide,  Oll>omc*f  me-' 

flnon*lsot  the  rei^n  of  King  JicceSj  ^c. 
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bis  tpothor  Ipft  her  bc^t  and  that  they  neyer  thought  of  pior 
fnoting  bU  fucccflioqs  tiU  they  fa^  it  would  take  place  in  fpite 
pf  them  ?•  This  memocial  was  far  from  having  the  effe&s  he 
f  xpei|ed ;  nor  indeed  would  he  haTc  expoAed  them,  if  he  had 
known  King  James  thoroughly*  That  timorous  prince  £iw  the 
iv)wqr  of  Cecil  at  fhat  tiine^  and  thought  he  had  need  of  it^ 
Horgetting  that  it  waa  the  tScSks  of  bis  own  f avguri  and  fo  be- 
came dependent  upoi^  hiin>  as  he  s^ftcrwalrds  was  upon  Bncb; 
ingham,  whom  for  many  years  he  trufted>  but  did  not  love<. 
Tbisy  with  hisi  averCon  to  all  martial  enterprieesy  engaged  him 
to  turn  a  deaf  car  to  Sir  Walter^  propoCds  i  and  perhaps  to  dc^ 
snore  it^an  ibisi,  if  we  are  fo  juft  to  Cecil,  as  to  fuppoie  that  be 
did  not  afterwards  perfecute  Raleigh  without  a  caufe,  I  mean 
without  perfonal  p^ence  given  tq  him.  However  it  was,  Ra- 
leigh had  the  mortification  to  fee  himfetf,  nptwithftanding  the 
pains  be  bad  ^ken^'  iligbted  and  ill  ufed  at  ^ourt :  and  this 
might  probably  determine  him  to  keep  company  with  foipe  who 
were  in  the  fame  fituatiqn,  and  who  were  bis  intimate  acquaint 
tan€ehef<^c;  wbicb»  however^  proved  his  ruin^* 

Among  tbefe  companions  of  his  was  Lord  Cobbam»  a  man 
of  a  we^khead>  but  a  large  fortune,  over  whom  Raleigh  had 
a  great  afcend«nt»  and  with  wbcm  be  lived « in. conftant  corre- 
fpondencc.  This  maOj  who  was  naturally  vain,  and  sow  much 
dtfcontented,  had  an  inteixourfe  with  various  forts  of  people, 
and  talked  tot  cacb  in  fych  a  ftyle  as  be  thought  would  be  moft 
ngrepablq  to  them*  In  the.  reign  of  Queen  Elifabeth  he  had 
conitrr^  with  the.  duk^  of  Arembergi  a  Flemifli  nobleman  in 
the  ki«g  of  i>paiA*s  fervice,  and  who  was  now  in  England  as 
nmbaSador  from  the  arcb^lukei  but,  in  truth,  with  a  view  to 
negociate  a  pejice  with  Spain*  yfhh  him  Cobham  renewed  bis 
acqusintancc^  and  in  his  name  pi^pof^d  giving  Sir  Walter  a 
large  fum  of  money,  if  inftead  of  oppofing,  aa  he  had  hitherto 
done,  be  W9UI4  (onward  that  peace  *•   In  the  mean  time,  fome 

«  See  Dr.  Welwood*s  notei  oo  Arthor  Wilfoo's  bifiorjr  of  Ki«s  Jaoiei,  as  it  it 
priiite4  in  Dr.  Kcaacfs  complete  hiAory  of  EngUod,  vol.  i\  p*  665,  664.  *■  See 
the  Earl  of  Briftori  anf^er  to  the  «rticlei  of  ht^h  treafon,  exhibited  agaioft  him  in 
parliamcBty  prit.ted  io  Frankland*!  anr^als  of  King  Jaoiei  and  King  CharUa,  p.  laj, 
jiS»  119.  y  See  Oldyt's  life  of  Sir  Salter  Raleigh,  p.  15a,  153.    <  Ar^ 

taignment  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  p.  97. 

Popi{h 
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Popifh  priefts,  and  other  diSaffeded  and  defignbg  peribiis,  bail 
iramed  a  plot  againft  the  lung  and  royal  family,  which  was^t* 
be  executed  by  feizingi  if  not  deftroyingy  his  Majefty  and  his 
children^  and  with  fome  of  thefe  people  Cobham  alio  had  an 
intercourfe^  by  the  means  of  his  brother  Mr.  Brooke.  This 
Jail  treafqp  being  difcovered,  and  traced  to  the  perfbns  we  hare 
juft  mentioned,  there  grew  a  fufpicion  of  Cobham,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  his  intimacy  with  Raleigh,  there  arofe  fome  doubts 
alfo  as  to  him.  Upon  this  they  were  all  apprehended^  and 
Cobham,  who  was  a  timorous  man,  was  drawn  in  to  charge 
Sir  Walter  with  feyeral  things  in  his  confeflion*.  Tlie  enemies 
of  Raleigh  contrived  to  Uend  thefe  treafons  together,  thoagh 
they,  or  at  leaft  Cecil,  knew  them  to  bediftin^l  things ;  and  ib 
be  ftates  them  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Winwood,  wherdn  he  fhews 
his  diflike  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  his  ienfeatthefame  dme 
of  the  want  of  any  real  evidence  which  might  zEkSt  him  ; 
however,  what  was  deficient  in  proof,  was  made  up  in  force  and 
fraud.  The  priefts,  .Watfon  and  Clerk,  were  firft  tried  and 
conviAed  $  fo  was  Mr.  George  Brooke,  who  had  been  their  a£- 
fociate :  andoo  the  feventeenth  of  November  i5o3.  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  was  tried  at  Winchefter,  and  convided  of  high*treaibn> 
by  the  influence  of  the  court,  and  the  bawling  Billingigatc  elo- 
quence of  the  Attorney-general  Coke,  without  any  cobur  of 
evidence  b.  This  is  that  treafon  which  was  fo  jaftly  flighted  in 
his  days,  and  which  has  fo  much  perplexed  ours. 

That  there  was  really  no  truth  in  what  was  alledged  againft 
Sir  Walter,  may  be  proved  to  a  demonftration,  if  we  confider, 
that  all  the  evidence  that  was  ever  pretended,  in  relation  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  furprifing  treaibn  or  plot  to  feize  the  king  and 
his  family,  was  the  faearfey  teftimony  of  George  Brooke^  that 
his  U-other  Cobham  ihould  fay,  <<  That  it  would  never  be  well 
*«  till  the /ox  and  cubs  were  taken  ofFj**  and  afterwards,  fpeak- 
ing  to  this  Brooke,  «*  That  he,  Lord  Grey,  and  others,  were 
*«  only  on  the  bye,  but  Raleigh  and  himfelf  were  on  the  main^^* 

•  Sec  the  whole  proreHings  in  the  fi  ft  volame  of  (Ute-tHals.  b  LoM 

C'cir*  letter  to  Mr.  Win  wo  d,  io  Win  wood's  xn:moriaU,  vol.  ii.  p.  S.     Life  of  Sir 
Salter  Raleigh,  by  OIdj«,  pi  157, 

intimatxngi 
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iotimating,  that  they  were  only  trufted  with  lefier  matters,  but 
that  the  capital  fcheme,  before-mentioned,  was  concerted  be* 
tween  him  and  Sir  Walter^.  Yet  when  Brooke  came  to  die,  as ' 
he  did  defervedly,  upon  his  own  confei&on  he  recalled  and  re* 
tra£led  this  circumftance,  owning,  that  he  never  heard  his  bro- 
ther make  ufe  of  that  phrafe  about  the  fox  and  cuhs^,  which, 
takes  away  confeqoently  the  credit  of  that  other  ftory  grounded 
upon  it ;  and  this  we  have  upon  the  beft  authority  that  can  be^ 
that  of  Lord  Cecil  (afterwards  earl  of  Salifbury)  himfelf,  who 
commends  Brooke  for  (hewing  this  rcmorfe  in  his  laft  moments  ^^ 
Thus,  out  of  his  capital  enemy's  mouth,  I  have  proved  the  in- 
nocence; of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh|  who  conftantly  and  judicioufly 
at  his  trial  diftinguiihed  between  the  furpriiing  treafon  and  th& 
conferences  with  Aremberg.  The  former  he  denied  the  lead 
knowledge  of,  but,  as  to  the  latter,  owned,  that  Cobham  had 
talked  to  him  of  a  large  prelent,  in  cafe  he  would  be  for  a  peace 
with  Spain,  and  complained  of  the  hardfliip  of  dying  for  having 
once  heard  a  vain  man  fay  a  few  idle  things  f. 

Though  the  law  made  no  diftinOion  between  Sir  Walter  Ra* 
leigh  and  the  reft  who  were  involved  in  this  treafon,  yet  the 
king  made  a  great  deal;  for  he  never  figned  any  warrant  for  his 
executions  but  on  the  contrary  proje£lcd  that  ilrange  tragi-co« 
medyof  bringing  the  two  Lords  Cobham  and  Grej,  with  Sir 
Griffin  Markham,  to  the  block,  and  then  granting  them  a  re- 
prieve, purely  to  difcover  the  truth  of  what  Cobham  had  ailed- 
ged  againft  Raleigh*  and  what  might  be  drawn  by  the  fright  of 
death  from  the  other  two  *>•  As  all  this  brought  forth  nothing, 
the  king  laid  allde  all  thoughts  of  taking  away  his  life ;  and,  if 
Raleigh  laboured  fome  time  under  an  uncertainty  of  this,  it  ought 
to  be  attributed  rather  to  the  malice  of  his  potent  adverfaries, 
than  to  any  ill  intention  in  the  king,  of  which  I  difcem  no  figns, 
and  of  the  contrary  to  which  Sir  Walter  himfelf  in  his  letters 
fecms  to  be  poCtive.  Neither  do  I  fay  this  with  any  view  of 
ezcufing  King  James,  but  purely  out  of  refpeCt  to  truth*,  and 

c  See  Sir  Thomas  Ovsrbury^s  copy  of  S.r  Walter's  arraif  nment,  p,  i2,  d  Win^ 
wood's   meiAoriaU,  vol.   ii.   p.  8.  <   In    the  brfoi^-ctted  letter  of  Lord 

Cecil  to  Mr.  Win  wood.  f  Arraignmenc  of  Sir  Wal  er  Ralefgbi  ]r.  lof,  ie6. 

S  Scowe'a  annala,  p.  Sji.  b  Wmwood's  iiKAOrials,  vol.  ii.  p.  it,    RitJeigh'a. 

lenai'iSfp,  i9»« 
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that  It  may  appear  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  to  live  tinder  ? 
prince  who  fufFers  himfclf  to  be  abfolutcly  dircfteti  by  his  mini-' 
tters,  fincc  ript  oniy  the  Yiccjl  of  fuch  a  ihonarbh  arfe  dcftruaire, 
but  even  his  virtues  become  ufelcfs. 

As  there  fcems  to  be  a  defire  iri  the  t>fefchl  ^gc  to  know  the 
certainty  of  thingsj  without  refting  in  that  fcrbpulobs  report  of 
fads,  Which  cautious  hiftorians,  from  a  ftridl  regard  to  truth, 
are  inclined  to  deliver,  it  may  tioc  be  amifs  toac(]uaint  the  feader^ 
in  few  wbrds,  with  what  fcems  to  be  the  reality  of  thi^  lAyfte- 
rioUs  bufincFs.     Lord  Cobham  in  the  preceding  reign  had  been 
connived  at  in  carrying  on  a  correfpotideriCe  with  on^  Lorenzi  or 
I-»aurencie,  a  Flemiih  merchant  at  Antwerp;  whd  was  at  this 
time  in  England,  and  through  him  Cobhani  correfponded  with 
the  duke  of  Aremberg.    If  is  not  my  cOnjeftut^i  but  that  of 
thofe  who  lived  in  thcfc  rimes,  that  it  was  this  man  difdofcd  the 
fecret  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  probably  by  Areitiberg's  dircaion, 
who  thought  this  Was  the  fureft  way  of  ruining  Raleigh;  and 
that  the  fliorteft  method  of  coming  at  a  peace.    When  Sir  Walter 
was  arreftcd,  he  faw  his  danger^  but  had  no  appreh^ttfiofi  of  his 
accufer,  and  therefore j  in  hopes  df  difintdngKrig  himfelf;  direc- 
ted Sir  Robert  Cecil  by  letter  where  to  find  Lorcnii  and  Lord 
Cobham.     It  was  the  ftiewing  this  letter  that  provoked  Cobhani 
to  accufe  Raleigh  fo  deeply  5  but  at  the  fame  time  it  is  a  proof 
of  Sir  Walter's  innocence,  of  aby  thing  more  than  that  Cobhani 
had  correfponded  with  Aremberg  j  for  if  there  had  been  any  ve- 
racity in  Cobham's  charge,  inftead  of  giving  up  that  lord  and 
Lorenzi,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  Would  in  reality  have  been  furnifh- 
ing  two  witncfles  againft  himfelf*     The  naked  truth  th^n  feems 
to  be,  that  the  duke  confidered  the  plot  as  an  idle  imprafticable 
undertaking,  but  at  the  fame  time  judged^  that  he  (hould  render 
a  very  acceptable  ferviee  to  his  Court,  in  thus  getting  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  involved  in  it  j  and  in  this  light  King  James  and  his  mi- 
ni llcrg  feem  afterwards  to  have  confidered  it.     There  is  no  great 
doubt>  that  this  heightened  Sir  Walter's  halt  to  the  Spaniards, 
which  fubfifted  with  the  like  force  in  them  againft  him,  till 
Count  Gondomar,  purfuing  Duke  Arembcrg's  blow*  brbuglit 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  to  tUe  block.     On  many  accounts, 
therefore,  this  trcafon  might  be  (lylcdj  as  it  was  in  thofe  times, 
Ralhigh'6  riddle,  but  in  nothing  more  fo  than  in  this,  that 

by 


V- 


Six   WALTER   RALEIGH.  513 

l^J  the  arts  oF  two  Spanifli  minifters  the  moft  inveterate  enemy 
:>f  Spain  was  brought  to  ah  untimely  end|  for  having,  as  it  was 
pretended,  entered  into  a  corrcfpondence  with  Spain  againft  a 
prince,  who  had  fcch  through  the  whole  contrivance  To  many 
years  before  he  put  him  to  deaths 

In  the  mopth  of  December  Raleigh  was  remanded  to  the 
Tower,  and^  upon  the  petition  of  his  wife,  was  allowed  the 
confolation  of  her  company,  and  by  degrees  obtained  ftiU  great- 
er favours ;  for  the  king  was  pleafed  to  grant  all  the  goods  and 
chattels,  forfeited  16  him  by  Sir  TjTalter's  convi£iion,  to  truftees 
of  his  appointing^  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  and  of  his  lady 
and  children  i^.     Iii  a  reafonable  fpace  his  eftate  followed  his 
goods ;  and  now  he  began  to  conceive  himfelf  in  a  fair  way  of 
beitig  reftoj-ed  to  that  (condition  from  which  he  had  fallen.    In 
this,  however,  he  was  much  miftaken*,  for  a  new  court-favou- 
rite arifing,  who  had  a  mind  to  enrich  himfelf  by  fuch  kind  of 
grants,  he  difcovered  a  flaw  in  the  conveyance  of  RaleighV eftate 
to  his  foui  which,  being  prior  to  the  attainder,  gave  the  crown 
a  title  paramount  to  that  which  was  underftood  to  be  therein, 
when  the  forfeiture  Was  granted  back  tb  Raleigh.   Upon  an  in- 
formation in  the  court  of  exchequer,  judgment  was  given  for  the 
crowni  and  the  effcft  of  that  judgment  was  turned  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  favourite^  who  in  1609  had  a  complete  grant  of  all 
that  Sir  Walter  had  forfeited'.     This  courtier  was  Sir  Robert. 
Carr,  afterwards  fo  well  known  to  the  world  by  the  title  of  earl 
of  Somerfct,  to  whom  Sir  Walter  wrote  an  excellent  letter. 
Wherein  he  ftated  the  hardship  of  his  own  cafe  without  bitternefs, 
expollulated  freely  and  yet  inoffcnfively  about  the  wrong  done 
him,  and  entreated  the  fi^vourite's  compaflxon  without  any  un- 
becoming condefccnfion ".     All  this,  however,  fignificd  no- 
thing ;  Sir  Walter  loft  his  eftate,  but  not  his  hopes. 

He  fpent  a  great  part  of  his  confinement  in  writing  that 
Ihining  and  immortal  monument  of  his  parts  and  learning,  The 

i  Wiowood**  mcmoritU,  p.  8.  Sir  Antboay  WcHon**  coart  and  cbaraQer  of 
King  James,  p.  3>^4i*  Aalicsscoquinaric,  p.  74— 97*  I^r.  Hcf  iiQ*s  cKamen. 
hi.Kriciioi,  p.  idp-otyx.  Oib3rne*s  works, vol.  ti.  p.  107.  Ru1faworCh*« hifto- 
rical  cvDcOiom,  vol.  t  p.  p.    Sute^trials,  vol.  i.  p.  %i%.  ^  Rymcr's  fee* 

dcra,  tome  xvi.  p.  59^5.  1  A  bri;:f  relatioo  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  troobUf, 

p.  7*  *°  Printed  from  a  MS.  ia  Oldys't  life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  p.  ztf  5. 
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HisTOET  OF  THE  WontD)  wherein  he  has  (hewn  that  he 
confulted  the  wife  rule  of  Horace,  aod  fixed  upon  fuch  a  fofajefi 
as  fuited  with  his  geniys,  and  under  which,  if  we  may  gueis 
JFrpm  former  and  fubfequent  attempts,  any  genius  but  his  muil 
have  funk.    He  likewife  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to  chymiilry, 
to  rational  and  vfe64  chyroiftry,  wherein  he  was  no  le&  luccefl^ 
ful^  difcDTCring  th^t  noble  medicine  in  malignant  fevers,  which 
t^ears  the  name  of  liis  cordial,  though  I  think  it  is  now  donhtful, 
)|fh(:ther  .the  true  receipt  of  it  be  preferved  or  not ".     Befldes 
thefe,  he  turned  hvs  tboujfbts  on  various  other  fubje£ls,  all  be* 
^pficial  to  manldnd,  and  in  that  light  worthy  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh. Of  theie  tr^a^ifes  many  are  printed,  fome  are  ftill  prefer- 
ved in  MS.  and  not  a  few,  I  doubt,  are  loft.    The  patron  of 
his  ftudies  was  Prince  Henry,  the  glory  of  the  boufe  of  Stuart, 
the  darling  of  the  Britiih  nation  while  he  lived,  and  the  objetl 
of  its  fincere  and  univerfal  lamentation  by  his  untimely  death. 
After  his  demife  Sir  lYalter  depended  chiefly  upon  the  queen,  in 
whpm  he  found  a  true  and  fteady  prote^b-efs  while  the  earl  of 
Somerfet's  power  lafted^  whpfe  hate  was  chiefly  detrimental  to 
llaleigh  *,  for  the  king  trufted  him  now,  as  he  had  Salifbury  be- 
fore, with  implicit  confidence,  even  after  be  had  loft  his  afiec- 
^  tion :  but  he,  by  an  intemperate  uie  of  his  authority,  having  ren« 
dered  himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  law.  Sir  Walter  iaw  him  his 
con^>anion  in  the  Tower,  «md  his  eftates,  by  that  favourite's  for* 
feiture,  once  more  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  ^.    His  enemies 
thus  out  of  the  court.  Sir  Walter  was  able  to  obtain  the  favour 
he  had  been  long  feeking,  which  was,  after  thirteen  years  con- 
finement, to  gep  out  of  the  Tower,  not  to  lead  a  lazy  and  indo- 
lent life  in  retirement,  for  which,  though  cruelly  fpoiled  by  bis 
enemies,  he  yet  wanted  not  a  reafonable  provifion,  but  to  (pend 
the  latter  part  of  his  days,  as  he  had  fpent  the  firft,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  honour,  and  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  or,  as  he  him- 

•  See  in  excellent  and  copicnii  icconnt  of  bit  writings  to  the  life  befec«  citcj. 
Dr.  Qiiiney  in  his  difpenOiry,  p.  44;,  446.  of  the  ixth  edit,  feesus  to  anderrahx 
this  medicine  chiefly  on  acoouot  of  the  oiraiber  of  ingredientt,  b«t  Mr.  Oldfi 
Oiews  in  his  life  of  Sir  Walter,  p.  169.  that  gi^  libertiet  have  hcen  Cakco  «^ 
this  receipt,  and  the  nmnber  of  f Dgredienti  mach  heightened  by  phyficumi. 

•  Prince  Henry  endcavoiire4  to  obtain  it  for  him  :  at  Uft  Sir  Walter  had  Soool. 
ior  it,  as  he  tells  ns  in  his  apology,  p.  47. 
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{elf  has  with  great  dignity  exprefled  it  in  a  letter  to  Secretary 
^Winwoodi  ly^  whofe  intereft  chiefly  this  favour  Was  obtained.; 
<(  To  die  for  the  kii^g,  and  not  by  the  king,  is  aH  the  ambiif 
<<  tion  t  have  in  the  world  ^'• 

The  fcheme  he  had  now  at  heart  was  hid  old  one  of  fettling 
Guiana ;  a  (cheme  worthy  of  him,  and  which,  as  he  firft  wifely 
contrived,  fo  he  as  conftantly  profectxted.    We  have  feen  how 
many  voyages  he  encouraged  thither  in  the  days  of  C^een  EU&- 
bcth,  when,  confideriftg  die  itaany  great  employments  he  enjoy-? 
ed,  one  would  have  thdught  hi^  mind  might  have  bett  dtfaei** 
wife  occupied  ;  and  indeed,  fo  it  mufl:  have  been,  if  he  had  not 
been  thoroughly  perfaaddd^  and  that,  too,  upon  thebeft  evidence 
in  the  world,  his  own  eye-fight  and  judgment,  that  this  was  the 
richcft  country  on  the  globe,  and  the  worthicft  of  being  fettled 
for  the  benefit  of  Britain.    This  perfuafion  was  fo  (Irong  upon 
him,  that  during  his  confinement  he  held  a  confiant  intercourfe 
wi^h  Guiana,  fending  at  his  own  charge  every  year,  or  every  fe- 
cond  year,  a  (hip  to  keep  the  Indians  in  hopes  of  his  perfoniling 
the  promife  he  bad  made  them  of  cdming  to  their  affiftance,  and 
delivering  them  from  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards, 
vrho  now  encroached  upon  them  again.    In  thefe  (hips  were 
brought  over  feveral  natives  of  that  country,  with  whom  Sir 
Waher  converied  in  the  Tower,  and  from  whom,  queftlonlefi^ 
he  received  the  cleareft  and  mott  diftin£l  intelligence  of  the  fltua^ 
tion  and  richnefs  of  the  mines  that  he  could  poi&bly  delire^. 
Upon  thefe  iofi^mations  he  offered  the  fcheme,  for  profecuting 
his  difcovery,  to  the  court,  three  years  before  he  undertook  it  in 
perfon ;  nor  was  there  then  any  doubt  either  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  the  thing,  or  as  t6  its  lawfulnefs,  notwithilanding 
the  peace  made  with  Spain,  otberwife  the  king  would  not  have 
made  fuch  grants  as  he  did  even  at  that  time;  which  fbews  that 
he  was  then  convinced  Sir  Walter  had  in  his  firft  voyage  difco- 
vered  and  taken  poffeffion  of  that  country  for  the  crown  of 
England,  and  that  confcqucntly  his  fubje^  were  juftly  in 
tided  to  any  benefits  that  might  accrue  from  this  difcovery,i 
without  the  leaft  refpe£t  had  to  the  pretenfions  of  the  Spa- 

p  Raleigh*s  remaiof ,  p.  1^4.  He  hid  iaid  the  faiM  before  la  tegud  to  Queea 
Etifabeth.  See  his  letter  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil  in  l|jlardin's  colU^ioo  of  0ate-papert^ 
p,  6sh  '  Rtlcigh'j  apology,  Pt  S^>  ^5* 
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fiiards^  It  may  alfo  delerve  our  notice^  that  at  the  time  $i^ 
Walter  firft  moved  the  court  uppn  this  fubjeA,  the  SpaniO) 
xn^tcb  was  not  thought  of  j  but  the  wants  of  King  James  were 
then  very  prefilng,  and  be  may  reafonably  be  prefunied  (o  bave 
at  this  time  placed  as  great  hopes  in  this  difcoyery,  as  he  did  ia 
that  match  j  though,  when  he  came  to  idolize  this  projcft  after- 
wards, be  grew  fomewhat  out  of  conceit  with  Sir  Waiter's;  fa 
that,  if  be  had  pleafed,  he  might,  for  feven  bundr^  poondst 
}iave  had  an  ample  pardon,  and  leave  to  relin^uifli  his  voyage : 
but  he  remaining^  firm  tp  bis  purj^fe,  and  the  king  feeling  his 
xiecef&ties  daily  increafmg,  was  yet  willing  that  he  ihou^ proceed 
in  his  enterprize,  in  hopes  of  profiting  (hereby,  without  lofing  the 
profpedi  he  theii  I^ad  of  concluding  the  Spanifli  match.  Such 
was  the  dtuation  of  Sir  Walter,  and  fuch  the  difpofition  of  the 
court,  when  he  obtained  leave  to  execute  his  defign,  afid  was 
empowered  by  a  royal  commifiion  (but  at  the  expence  of  him- 
iclf  and  his  friends)  to  fettle  Guiana*. 

It  has  been  a  great  difpute,  amongft  writers,  too,  of  feme  cmi* 
ncnce,  what  fort  of  a  commifiion  that  wa?  with  which  Sir  Wal- 
ter was  trufted'  According  to  fome,  it  (hould  have  been  under 
the  great  feal  of  England,  and  direAed,  To  our  trufty  and  welU 
beloved  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  knight  ^^  accor4ing  to  others,  and 
indeed  according  to  the  account  given  by  King  James  himfelfy  it 
was  under  the  privy-feal,  and  without  tbofe  expreilioiifs  of  truft 
or  grace  "•  To  end  this  difpute,  I  have  confulted  the  moft  an. 
thentic  collection  we  have  of  public  inftruments,  and  there  I 
find  n  large  commifiion  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which  agrees 
with  that  in  the  declaration  ^,  and  is  dated  the  twenty- fixth  of 
Auguft,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  king's  reign  over  England, 
and  over  Scotland  the  50tl4.  It  is  likewife  (aid  to  be^r  hrevi 
fy  privaioftgilh  :  yet  I  think  that  it  is  not  impoffible  it  might 
pafs  both  feals,  and  I  apprehend  the  conje£ture  is  warranted  by 
an  cxprcdion  in  one  of  Sir  Walter's  letters  ',.     However,  the 

^  See  liArcoQit't  voyage  to  Gaiaoa,  4to,  itfzj.  i  Camden'^  anoaU  of 

King  James,  A.  D.  16x5,  itfi;.  ^  Coke's  detcAlon  of  thefoor  laft  reigns, 

p.  S$. '   Ra])in*i  hlOory  of  England;  and  TindaPs  ooCes,  "  f^ee  ■  dedar*- 

(ion  of  (he  demeanour  and  carriage  of  Sir  Walter  Rakigh,  kot.  as  well  in  his 
voyage,  (Ti»  4ro,  ifjiS,  p.  4-  *  Ryracr's  foedera,  torn.  xvi.  ji.  799, 

*  OlJys'i  !ite  of  Sir  WJjtT  ilalcigh,  p.  193. 
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commiflioii  was  certsunlj  a  legal  commiffion^  and  though  the 
formal  exprefllons  of  §race  and  truft  are  omitted,  yet  the  powers 
granted  him  are  vei7  extenfive  in  themfelyesj  and  a$  ftrongly 
4rawn  ^  words  can  exprefs ;  fo  that  Sir  Walter  bad  all  the 
reafon  imaginable  to  conceive,  that  this  patent  implied  a  pardon.  J 

3y  one  daufe  he  is  cpnftituted  general  and  commander  in  chief  { 

in  this  cnterprize.    E|y  another  he  is  appointed  gpvernpr  of  the 
pew  country  he  is  to  fettle ;  and  this  with  ample  authority.   By 
a  ^ird,  he  has  a  power  rarely  intrufted  with  our  admirals  now, 
ihat  of  exe^cifing  martial  law,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  king's 
lieutenant-general  by  fea  or  land,  or  any  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
counties  of  England  had.     It  is  impoflible,  therefore,  to  con- 
ceive, that,  when  ^his  commiffion  was  granted.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh was  looked  ^pon  as  a  condemned  man ;  or  that  the  lords  of 
the  privy-council,  or  the  lord  privy-feal,  copid  think  it  reafon- 
ablc  for  the  king  to  grant  fuch  full  power  over  the  lives  of 
others  to  oi\e  who  had  but  a  precarious  title  to  his  own ;  and 
therefore  I  think,  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  opinion,  when  Sir 
Walter  copfulted  him,  whether  it  >vould  not  be  ad vifeable  for  him 
r  to  give  a  round  fum  of  money  for  a  pardon  in  common  form, 
*  anfwered  like  an  honeft  man  and  a  found  lawyer,  <<  Sir,  the 
<<  knee-timber  o.f  your  yoy^^gc  is  money ;  fparc  your  purfe  in 
'    <<  this  particular,  for  upon  my  life  you  have  a  fufEcient  pardon 
«<  for  all  that  is  pa(t  already,  the  king  having  under  his  broad 
y  «<  feal  made  you  admiral  of  your  fleet,  and  given  you  power  of 
7  ««  the  martial  law  over  your  officers  and  foldiersJ^/' 

It  is  now  time  for  us  to  inquire  what  force  this  gentleman 
had,  when  be  failed  upon  this  expedition  5  for  it  appears  clearly 
by  the  king'^  commiflion,  that  th$  whole  expence  of  the  under- 
taking was  to  be  defrayed  by  him  and  his  friends ;  which  fhews 
how  finccrc  Sir  Walter  mu(l  have  been  in  this  matter;  efpecially 
if  we  confider  that  he  vefted  his  whole  fortune  therein,  and 
even  prevailed  upon  his  wife  to  fell  her.eftate  at  Mitcbam,  for 
the  promoting  this  defign  \  in  the  iiTue  of  which  he  interefled 
alfo  all  his  friends;  and  how  extenfive  his  influence  in  this  kind 
was,  the  following  lift  of  his  fleet  will  fufficiently  inform  us. 
Firfti  thent  was  the  admiral,  a  fine,  new,  flout  fliip,  built  by 
l^aleigh  himfelf,  called  the  Deftiny,  of  the  burden  of  four  hun- 

7  jaowtl's  letters,  vol.  ii,  p,  391. 
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drcd  and  forty  tons,'  and  carrying  36  pieces  of  cannon.  Oil 
board  it  were  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  general^  and  his  fon  Walter, 
captain,  befides  two  hundred  men,  whereof  eighty  were  gentle- 
men-volunteers and  adventurers,  moil  of  them  Sir  Walter's  re- 
lations ;  which  number  was  afterwards  ixicreafed.  Second,  the 
Jafon  of  London,  two  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  twenty-five 
pieces  of  ordnance,  Captain  John  PenniAgton  v'ee-admiral, 
eighty  men,  one  gentleman  and  no  more.  Third,  the  Encoun- 
jter,  one  hundred  Gxty  tons,  feventecn  pieces  of  ordnance,  Ed- 
ward Haftings  captain,  [no  man  more,  except  the  mafter,  men- 
tioned] 5  but  he  dying  in  the  Indies,  was  fuccccded  in  the  com- 
mand by  Captain  Whitney.  Fourth,  the  Thunderer,  one  hun- 
dred fifty  tons,  twenty  pieces  oT  ordnance.  Sir  Warham  Sent- 
leger  captain,  fix  gentlemen,  Cxty  foldiers,  and  ten  land-men. 
Fifth,  the  Flying  Joan,  one  hundred  twenty  tons,  fourteen 
pieoes  of  ordnance,  John  Chidley  captain,  twenty-five  men- 
Sixth,  the  Southampton,  eighty  tons,  fix  pieces  of  ordnance, 
John  Bayly  captain,  twenty-five  mariners,  two  gentlemen. 
Seventh,  the  Page,  a  pinnace,  twcnty-five  tons,  three  rahnets 
of  brafs,  James  Barker  captain,  eight  failors.  But  before  Ra- 
leigh left  the  coaft  of  England,  he  was  joined  by  as  many  ihips 
more  ;  fo  that  his  whole  fleet  confifted  of  thirteen  fail,  bdide 
his  own  (hip.  And  though  we  cannot  be  fo  particular  in  the 
remaining  part,  we  may  yet  leara  thus  much  of  it ;  that  one 
ihip,  named  the  Convertine,  was  commanded  by  one  Captain 
Key  mis  ;  another,  called  the  Confidence,  was  under  the  charge 
of  Captain  Woolafton ;  there  was  a  fhaHop,  named  the  Flying 
Hart,  under  Sir  John  Feme;  two  fly-boats,  under  Captain 
Samuel  King  and  Captain  Robert  Smith  j  and  a  Caravel,  with 
another  named  the  Chudley,  befides  *. 

'  With  part  of  this  fleet  Sir  Walter  failed  from  the  Thames  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  March,  1617;  but  it  was  the  month  of 
July  before  he  left  Plyrhouth  with  his  whole  fleet ;  after  whicfa^ 
he  was  forced  to  put  into  Corke  tkrough  ftrcfe  of  wpither,  and 
remained  there  till  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft,  On  the  fixth  of 
September  he  made  the  Canaries,  -where  he  obtained  ibme  re- 
freflimcnts,  and  an  ample  certificate  from  the  governor,  that  he 
'  had  bchavtd  with  great  juftice  and  equity.    Thence  he  proceeded 

«  Ol'iys*!  life  of  Sir  Walter  Rldgh,  p.  t^, 
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to  Guiana,  where  he  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  November.  He 
tvas  received  with  the  utmoft  joy  by  the  Indians,  who  not  only 
rendered  him  all  the  fcrvice  that  could  be  cxpefted  from  them^ 
but  would  have  perfuaded  him  to  end  all  his  labours  by  remain* 
ing  there,  and  taking  upon  him  the  fovereignty  of  their  coun<t> 
try }  which,  however,  he  refufcd*  His  extreme  fkknefs  hindered 
him  from  undertaking  the  difcovery  of  the  mine  in  peribn,  and 
obliged  him  to  intruft  that  important  fervice  to  Captain  Keymis. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  ordered,  on  the  fourth  of  December,  five 
fmall  (hips  to  fail  into  the  river  Oronoque  ^  aboard  thefe  five 
Tefiels  were  five  companies  of  fifty  men  each ;  the  firft  com- 
manded by  Captain  Parker,  the  fccond  by  Captam  North,  th^ 
third  by  Mr.  Raleigh,  the  fourth  by  Captain  Prideaux,  the  fifth 
by  Captain  Cbudley ' ;  Keymis,  who  was  to  condufl  them,  in- 
tended  to  have  gone  to  the  mine  with  only  eight  perfons,  which 
Sir  Walter  thought  too  great  a  hazard,  and  therefore  wrote  him 
the  following  letter: 

<«  KEYMIS,  whereas  you  were  rcfolvcd,  after  your  arrival 
<<  into  the  Oronoque,  to  pafs  to  the  mine  with  my  coufin  Her* 
**  bert  and  fix  mufqueteers,  and  to  that  end  defired  to  have 
<<  Sir  John  Feme's  fhallop  *,  I  do  not  allow  of  that  courfe,  be- 
«  caufe  you  cannot  land  fi:>  fecretly  but  that  fome  Indians  on  the 
*<  river-fide  may  difcover  you,  who  giving  knowledge  thereof 
^  to  the  Spaniards,  you  may  be  cut  ofF  before  you  recover  your 
<<  boat.  I  therefore  advife  you  to  fufFer  the  captains  and  com* 
<<  panics  of  the  Englilh  to  pafs  up  weftward  of  the  mountain 
V  Aio,  from  whence  you  have  no  le(s  than  three  miles  to  the 
<f  mine,  and  to  encamp  between  the  Spanifli  town  and  you,  if 
<<  there  is  any  town  near  it  *,  that  being  fo  fecurcd,  you  may 
<'  make  trial  what  depth  and  breadth  the  mine  holds,  or  wbe- 
*^  ther  or  no  it  will  anfwer  our  hopes.  And  if  you  find  it  roy* 
«  al,  and  the  Spaniards  begin  to  war  upon  you^  then  let  the 
•«  fcrjcant-major  repel  them,  if  it  is  in  his  power,  and  drive 
«<  them  as  far  as  he  can :  but  if  you  find  the  mine  is  not  fo  rich 
CI  as  to  perfuade  the  holding  of  it,  and  it  requires  a  fccond 
w  fupply,  then  fliall  you  bring  but  a  baikct  or  two,  to  fatisfy 
<*  his  Majcfty  that  my  defign  was  not  imaginary,  but  true, 
<*  though  not  anfwerable  to  his  Majefty's  expcdation  j  for  the 

•  Haleigb's  apobgy  for  his  voyage  to  GuiaDi,  p.  %d. 
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«  quantity  of  which  I  never  gave  alTorance,  nor  could;  Oh 
««  the  other  fide,  if  you  fhall  find  any  great  nuitiber  of  foldicrs 
««  are  newly  fcnt  into  the  Oronoque,  as  the  CaOique  of  Caliana 
««  told  us  there  were,  and  that  the  paffages  are  ah^ady  enforced, 
*<  fo  as  without  manifeft  peril  of  my  fon,  yourfelf^  and  the  other 
*<  captains,  you  cannot  pafs  towards  the  mine  j  then  be  wcU 
«*  advifed  how  you  land,  for  I  know  (that  a  few  gentlemen  cx- 
•«  cqjted)  what  a  fcum  of  men  you  hare ;  and  I  would  not,  for 
««  all  the  worid,  receive  a  blow  from  the  Spaniards  to  the  diC 
"  honour  of  the  nation  *>.** 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  Captain  Key  mis  landed  his  nnen  in 
the  night,  fomcwhat  nearer  the  mine  than  he  intended.     They 
prefently  found  the  Spaniards  had  notice  of  thbir  coming,  and 
were  prepared  to  receive  them.     They  fliot  at  the  Englifti  both 
with  their  great  and  fmall  arinsj  and  the  Spaniards  being  the 
aggreflbrs,  the  Englifli  landcdj  drove  them  to  the  town,  enter- 
ed it  with  them,  and  plundered  it*     Mr,  Raleigbj  the  general'^ 
fon,  was  killed  in  the  aAion ;  he  himfelf  ftaid  at  Trinidado^ 
with  the  other  (hips,  refolding  rather  to  burn  than  yield,  had 
the  Spanifh  Armada  attacked  him.     Captain  Keyniis  made  up 
the  river  with  hid  veflels ;  but  in  nioft  places  near  the  inine  he 
could  not  get  within  a  mile  of  the  (hore,  the  river  was  ft>  Shal- 
low :  and  where  they  could  have  made  a  deibent,  voUies  of 
mufket-fhot  came  from  the  woods  on  their  boats,  and  Eeymis 
did  not  proceed  to  the  mine,  faying  in  his  excufe^  that  the  Eng* 
Ii(h  (Could  not  defend  St.  Thomas,  the  town  they  had  taken  i 
that  the  paffages  to  the  mine  were  thick  and  impaffable  woods ; 
and  that,  fuppofing  they  had  difcoVcred  the  m'ine>  they  h^  no 
men  to  work  it.     For  thefe  reafons,  he  concluded  it  was  bcft 
not  to  open  it  at  aH.  The  Spaniards  themfelycs  had  fcveral  gold 
and  filvcr  miniss  near  the  town,  which  were  ufclefs  for  want  of 
negroes  *=.     At  Keymis's  return,  Raleigh  told  hiiti  be  had  un- 
done  hirh,  and  wounded  his  ci-edit  with  the  king  paft  recovery; 
which  reproach  aftcftcd  him  fo  deeply,  that  he  went  into  hii 
cabin,  from  whence  foon  after  the  report  of  a  pJftol  was  heard. 
Upon  a  boy's  going  in,  and  afking  whether  he  knew  whence  it 

b  Raleigh's  apology  for  his  T«»y3ge  to  GuiaDa,  p.  xi.  ^  Sec  Ral«|h*i 

l«tcr  to  his  lady  in  his  remains,  p.  i;3.     Sec  alio  his  tf^losy,  »o4  Cainiieu'l 
kimAi  of  the  re')gn  of  King  James. 
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proceeded  ?  he  faid  he  fired  it  himfelf,  bccaufe  it  had  been  long 
charged.     About  two  hours  after  he  was  found  deadg  with  a 
great  deal  of  Uood  under  him ;  and  upon  fearch  it  was  difco- 
vered  he  had  firft  (hot  himfelf,  and  the  wound  not  proving 
tnortal,  he  had  thruft  a  knife  after  the  ball  <*.    Sir  Walter,  whea . 
he  heard  his  Ion  was  flain,  faid,  that  he  mattered  not  the  lofing 
of  a  hundred  men,  fo  his  reputation  had  been  faved.    He  was: 
afraid  of  incurring  the  king's  difpleafure,  and  with  grief  and 
ficknefs  brought  very  low  in  his  health.    He  is  blamed  for  not 
going  up  the  river  himfelf,  which  his  indifpofition  would  not. 
faffcr  him  to  do.    Nine  weeks  was  Key  mis  fearching  the  river,' 
all  which  time  his  mafter  (laid  at  Punta  de  GaUo,  nearer  death 
than  life :  yet  the  misfortunes  and  difappointmcnts  he  met  with 
did  not  alter  his  refolution  of  returning  home,  though  feveral  of 
his  men  were  for  landing  and  fettling  themfelves  at  Newfound^; 
land  5  others  were  for  going  to  Holland ;  but  the  major  part  of 
his  company  were  of  his  own  opinion,  to  come  back  to  Eng-» 
land,  happen  what  would;  fo,  rather  Mike  a  prifoner  than  ge- 
neral, he  arrived  with  his  leaky  (hips,  firft  at  Kinfale  in  Ireland^ 
and  then  at  Plymouth®, 

Immediately  after  his  coming  to  Ireland,  a  proclamation  ifT. 
filed,  fetting  forth  the  king's-  difapprobation  of  Sir  Walter's 
conduA,  and  requiring  fuch  as  were  acquainted  with  any  par<» 
ticulars,  relating  either  to  his  fcheme,  or  to  his  pra£ticesr 
fhould  give  information  of  them  to  the  council.  This  proda;* 
mation  was  dated  the  eleventh  of  June^  and  though  it  pre- 
tends to  refer  to  Sir  Walter's  commi(rion,  yet  it  plainly  men- 
tions things,  which  are  not  to  be  found  there.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month  of  July,  Sir  Walter  landed  at  Plymouth, 
and  bearing  of  this  proclamation,  refolved  to  furrender  himfelf; 
but  as  he  was  on  the  road  to  London  >,  he  was  met  by  Sip 
Lewis  Stucley,  vice-admiral  of  Devonfhire,  and  his  own  kinf- 
man,  whom  the  court  had  made  choice  of  to  bring  him  up  as 
a  prifoner  **.    This  man  appears  to  have  a^ted  very  deceitfully» 

d  See  Raleigh's  ipology,  p,  39.  and  Howel'i  letters.  «  Raleigh's 

apology,  and  J^ng  Jaaict*c  declaration.  f  Rymcs's  fcedera,  Come  xvU« 

p.  93k.  S  See  Captain  King*t  narrarive,  a  MS.  quoted  by  Mr.  Oldyf. 

h  StDcley*s  petition  and  inform jttioo  teaching  his  own  behaviour  in  the  charge 
of  bringing  up  Sir  Walter  (laleigh,  410,  1618.  Camden's  ^Qals  of  K,  Jamef« 
A,  D.  1618. 
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for  he  tithtt  ruggefted,  or  ^  kaft  endovfaged,  t  «k£g^  Sb 
falter  had  framed  for  making  his  efca^,  ^d  when  he  had  fo 
done,  he  bafcly  bctraye4  him.    |t  irzs  then  obje&ed  to  Sir 
falter,  thM  )ie  meant  to  convey  himfclf  to  France,  and  had 
aftually  entered  ii^to  fotme  tj^njaftifiable  correfpoQdfvice  ^prith  the 
Frenth  kiAg ;  but  in  reality  all  that  §ir  Walter  intended,  was 
t6  b&ye  gone  ba^lf  again  to  Guiana,  in  order  to  e^[s«ce  the  me- 
lA6ry  of  hi«  late  mifcarriage,  by  a  happiqr  undqftaiung  V    On 
hii  feeond  apprehenfion,  he  wag  carried  to  the  Tower»  from 
ithenee  it  was  already  fettled  he  flioul^  never  be  rekaied  but 
by  death*   It  y^^  the  earneftne&  of  the  Spanifli  coim»  by  their 
iflftniment  CcHint  Oondomaf ,  produced  this  heat  in  the  EngUih 
0unciis^ }  and  yeti  if  we  ilrif^Iy  ^pnfider  the  matter,  wp  (hall 
And  that  the  violence  with  which  the  Sps^iiih  court  drove  this 
•fofecution,  is  pne  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs  that  can  be  s^Oedged 
A  favour  of  Sir  Walter's  feheme  ^  for  if  Ouiana  was  a  place 
df  no  confequence,  why  were  they  fo  u^eafy  about  it  ?   If  Sir 
Walter  had  been  no  more  than  a  proje£|orj  who  fought  to  re- 
Ibore.  his  own  broken  fortunes  by  4eecing  other  people^  as  the 
calumny  of  thofe  time^  fuggefted,  why  was  not  l^c  let  alone  i 
The  more  expeditions  he  made,  the  more  dearly  his  foUy  would 
liave  appeared]^  and  the  greater  advantage  tluj  Spaniards  would 
have  reaped  from  its  appearance,  becaufe  it  would  have  di& 
countenanced  aU  fucceeding  projedb ;  btit  by  th^?  contriving  to 
fuurder  hlift,  they  niuft,  in  the  opinion  of  every  impartial  judge, 
^ie  the  credit  of  his  proje^^  though  they  migb|  fright  people 
at  that  time  from  carrying  it  into  execution.    In  ihort,  the 
Spaniards  knew,  what  Sir.  WalteA  friends  believed  i  the  bttct 
^nfided  in  hiin,  Xht  former  were  pofitive  ^  he  wk&  ^  becaufe 
^hey  knew  hj  experience,  that  Guiana  was  rich  in  gold,  an4 
that,  if  it  was  once  thoroughly  fettled  by  the  Engliih,  there 
i^ouid  be  an  end  of  their  empire  ifl  the  "VSf  eft  Indies  ■,    But  to 
fetum  to  Sir  Walter, 

■;'•'•     '  ;■■  •  ^t 

1  See  Sir  leaker  ^aki^Vs  fpeeelb  ^  his  deaUy,  \  For  tbis  tbe 

tcader  may  find  nameroitt  anchortdet  in  Oldys's  life  of  Sir  Walter  Rald^b, 
p.  »io. 

1  Tbis  I  hare  |rreat  reafon  to  fay,  baying  confolted  many  of  the  Spanifli 
writers  while  I  was  compofing  the  (hort  hiftory  ofSPAKtSHAMciiicA^  Fnn* 
cU  Coreal,   one  of  the  heft  and  latcd  Spanifli   CrtYellers  acknowledges  the 

teor.uy 
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t't  wsis  difficult)  iboqgh  hii  dtiih  liras  already  decreed^  to 

k^ke  His  life.     His  c6nd}XSt  in  hU  Ute  ^ptiitidn,  bow  crioiin^ 

iCcever  in  the  eyes  pf  tb?  covrt^  was  fer  from  being  fo  io  Ae 

iCght  oJF  the  nation  ^  ^nd>  tbpugb  judges  coul4  bave  been  found 

vJhD  mifbt  proQounte  it  felony  or  treaibn,  yet  at  tb^t  time  of 

>day  it  Wfis  not  eafy  to  meet  with  a  jury,  wbo^  takik)g  ^s  upon 

%n)Ai  woiild  Sod  him  guiltj.    The  commiOiona-^,  therefore^ 

'^hd  had  beei>  appointed  to  inquire,  into  the  matterj  and  who 

b^id  oyer  and  over  examined  him,  finally  reported,  that  no 

g^cound  of  kgal  judgment  could  be  drawn  from  what  had  paf« 

led  in  this  ia(e  iexpeUitlon  ^.     Upon  this^  it  wa$  refplved  to 

^pall  him  down  to  judgment  Upon  his  former  featence,  which 

Vas  accordingly  done,  with  all  the  circumftances  of  iniquity 

and  brutality  that  can  WeU  be  conceived*    He  w^  taken  out  of 

hk  bed  ia  the  hot  fit  of  an  agiie^  and  fo  brought  to  the  bar  of 

the  court  0£  ^n^%  Bencb>  where  Sir  Henry  Montague,  the 

ipbief  jufticej  ordered  the  record  of  his  conviftion  to  be  read^ 

god  then  demanded  liirhat  he  had  to  offer  why  execution  ibould 

tioC  be  awarded  ^  To  this  Sir  '\^alter  pleaded  his  commi(Eon> 

iirjbich  was  immediately  over-ruled :  ne^it  he  would  have  ju{li<» 

iSed  bis  conduA  in  Guiana^  but  that  the  court  would  not  hear^ 

and  fo  elEecvtion  was  awarded^  and  the  king's  warrant  for  i$ 

^MTodaced^  which  bad  been  figned  aUd  fealed  before-hand  ^ 

I'hit  this  Jodgmejot  ^^  iUega),  and  that  Sir  Walter  was  really 

Murdered^  bte  beezi  often  faid>  and  I  believe  feldom  doubted^ 

but  t  think  it  has  not  been  made  fo  plain  as  it  might  be,  an^ 

tbere&rei  in  refpe^  t0  his  memory,  I  will  attempt  it,  by  (hew* 

ing  that  the  judgment  Was  abfoiutdy  illegal,  as  w^U  as  it  wjv 

iMosf^ly  iaittticpusi 

iDonotky  to  belpcry  rich;  ajad  in  the  itoAp  prtntcd  with  hli  cr&vels,  the  pkce  i« 
marked  where  the.  lake  of  Parima,  and  the  city  of  Maaoa  are  fuppofed  to  be  ^ 
aodin  the  Fhench  tranllation  printed  at  Amfterdam  in  t7a»y  Sir  WaUier  &a- 
leigh'i  Voyage  to  Guiana  i«  kilded  as  a  ucceflarf  fuppleneat,  Alfo  in  Sanfqa'j 
Inap,  the  l^ke  of  Pmrifaa*  and  city  of  Manoa  Are  both  vifiblej  fo  that  if  wb^t 
is  reported  of  them  be  fabltlous,  yet  the  opioioo  if  not  hitherto  exploded.  In 
in  fome  of  i>e  Liifte'a  maps  they  are  mentioned,  for  I  have  confulted  fcveral,  and 
i»bat  u  inore,  there  are  varioita  minci  marlcod  in  this  country,  of  which  thi9 
Spaoiatdi  ate  flill  lurpicioully  careful. 

»  Howfcl'*  lettcrt,  vi>K  ii,  p.  37*.  *  Rymci**  f(?dcri,  tomexrit 

p.  12 s* 
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It  is  a  mazim  in  ourlaw,  that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong: 
and  mofl  certain  it  is,  that  no  king  can  do  legal  wrongs  that  is 
to  fay^  can  employ  the  lav  to  unjuft  purpofes.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, after  his  conviAion,  was  dead  in  hw,  and  therefore  if 
King  James's  commiflion  to  him  had  not  the  virtue  of  a  par- 
don, what  was  it  ?  Did  it  impower  a  dead  man  to  aA,  and 
not  only  to  a£l,  but  to  have  a  power  over  die  lives  and  eflates 
of  the  living  ?  It  cither  conveyed  authority,  or  it  did  not*  If 
It  did  convey  authority,  then  Sir  Walter  was  capable  of  receiv- 
ing it;  that  is,  he  was  no  longer  dead  in  law,  or,  in  other 
words,  he  was  pardoned.  If  it  conveyed  no  authority^  then 
tlii^  was  an  a£);  of  legal  wrong.  I  cannot  help  the  blunder; 
the  abfurdity  is  in  the  thing,  and  not  in  my  cxprdCon.  A 
commiflion  under  the  privy,  if  not  under  the  great  fial,  grant- 
ed by  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  to  a  dead  man ; 
or,  to  put  it  otherwife,  a  lawful  commiiEon  given  to  a  man 
dead  in  law,  is  nonfenfe  not  to  be  endured;  and  therefore  to 
avoid  this,  we  mud  conceive,  as  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  and  every 
other  lawyer  did,  that  the  commiflion  included,  or  rather  con- 
veyed a  pardon.  Indeed  the  fame  thing  may  be  made  oot  in 
much  fewer  words.  Grace  is  not  fo  flrong  a  mark  of  royal 
favour  as  truft ;  and  therefore,  where  the  latter  appears,  the 
law  ought,  and  indeed  does,  prefume  the  former.  This  judg- 
ment, therefore,  did  not  only  murder  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  but 
in  this  inftance  fubverted  the  conftitution,  and  ought  to  be 
looked  upon,  not  only  as  an  a£l  of  the  bafeft  profiitution,  but 
as  the  moft  flagrant  violation  of  juftice  that  ever  was  commit- 
ted. 

As  the  method  of  bringing  him  to  his  death  was  violent  and 
unjuft,  fo  the  manner  was  hafty  and  inhuman.  The  very  next 
day,  being  Thurfday  the  apth  of  Oftober,  and  the  Lord- 
mayor's  day,  Sir  Walter  was  carried  by  the  (herlffs  of  Middlefex 
to  fuffcr  in  the  Old  Palace>yard.  We  have  many  accounts  of 
his  death,  and  particularly  one  written  by  Dr.  Robert  Tounfon, 
then  dean  of  Weftminfter,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Saliftjury,  who 
afliftcd  him  in  his  laft  moments  <*•     He  telh  us^  that  he  had 

fuch 

^  This  account  Is  contained  in  a  letter  froio  t>ean  Tounfon,  to  Sir  John 
lOiiO)  of  Lamport  in  Nonba.'Dptcji(hirc,  dated   WcUminfter-cjIlr^,  Kov.  q. 
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fuch  a  coDtempt  of  deaths  as  furprifed  this  divine,  who  expos- 
tulated with  him  thereupon.  Sir  Walter  told  him  plainly,  that 
he  never  feared  death,  and  much  lefs  then,  for  which  he  blcf- 
fed  God ;  that  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  though  to  others  it 
might  feem  grievous,  yet  for  himfclf,  he  had  rather  die  fo,  than 
in  a  burning  fever.  That  thi$  was  the  effect  of  Chriftian  cou- 
rage, he  convinced  the  do£lor  himfelf;  <<  and  I  think,"  fays 
he,  ««  all  the  fpe£btors  at  his  death."  He  faid  nothing  as  to 
the  old  plot,  but  juilified  himfelf  fully  as  to  what  had  been 
lately  objeAed  againft  him.  The  do£lor  having  put  him  in 
mind  of  the  earl  of  Eflex,  he  faid,  that  Lord  was  taken  off  by 
a  trick ;  which  he  told  the  do£kor  privately,  but  is  not  fet  down 
by  him.  Sir  Walter  eat  his  breakfaft  heartily  that  morning, 
fmoaked  his  pipe,  and  made  no  more  of  death,  fays  my  author, 
than  if  he  had  been  to  take  a  journey  p.  On  the  fcaffgld  he 
converfed  freely  with  fome  of  the  nobility,  who  were  there  to 
fee  him  die;  juftified  himfelf  clearly  from  all  imputations,  and» 
like  a  man  of  true  honour,  vindicated  his  loyalty,  even  to  that 
puiillaiiimous  prince  who  thus  facrificed  him  to  the  Spaniards  *>• 
Dean  Tounfon  obfcrvcs,  that  every  body  gave  credit  to  what 
Sir  Walter  faid  at  his  death,  which  rendered  Sir  Lewis  Stucley, 
and  the  Frenchman  who  betrayed  him,  extremely  odious.  As 
to  the  latter,  I  know  not  what  became  of  him ;  but  as  to  the 
former,  he  was  catched  in  Whitehall,  clipping  the  gold  beftow- 
ed  upon  him  for  this  infamous  a£l,  tried  and  condemned  for  it, 
and  having  ftripped  himfclf  to  his  ihirt,  to  raife  wherewith  to 
purchafe  a  pardon,  he  went  to  hide  himfelf  in  the  ifland  of 
Lundy,  where  he  died,  both  mad  and  a  beggar,  in  lefs  than 
two  years  after  Sir  Walter  Raleigh'. 


i5i8,  which  is  ftiil  preferved  in  the  famity.  The  ]>ean  fayi,  a  yery  particular 
account  <  f  all  that  pafTed  at  Sir  Walter's  death,  was  wriueo  by  one  Mr.  CraW" 
ford,  and  de(jgned  for  the  prefs,  hlmteif  having  read  and  approved  it;  but  whe- 
ther this  ever  was  publilhed,  1  cannot  fay. 

P  See  an  account  of  bis  death  at  rhe  end  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury's  arraign- 
ment of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  as  alfo  joined, to  his  remains;  but  the  particulars 
nbove-mentioned  are  in  Dean  Tounfon*s  accoont.  ^  The  mod  ac- 

curate copy  of  this  fpeech,  is  in  Mr.  01dys*s  life  of  Sir  Waher  Raleigh,  p,  ai8. 
I*  Aulicus  coquiuarix,  p.  p4.  Frankland*s  annals  of  Xving  James  and  King 
Charles  L  p.  31.  Howcrs  iciters,  V"i.  ii.  p.  771  CmJen**  annals  of  King 
James,  A.  D.  iCio, 

This 
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This  end  had  onr  illuftrious  herd,  when  he  had  iiVcd  ftfcty^ 
6x  years  •.  We  have  infiftcd  coo  long  upon  hb  life,  to  he  uni 
der  any  neceOity  of  dwelUhg  upon  his  character,  of  vhich  he 
who  would  frame  a  right  opinion,  muft  confider  attcntiTely  his 
tt£Hons  and  his  writings.  He  raifed  himfeif  to  honour  while 
living,  and  has  fecured  an  endlefs  re^tatiod  after  death,  by  m 
feries  of  noble  and  generous  atchievementd ;  he  aded  in  very 
different  capacities,  and  ^jccelled  in  all.  He  diftinguifhed  him» 
ielf  as  a  foldier  by  his  courage^  by  his  condu£b  a$  a  cominaa^ 
der;  a  bold  tailor,  a  hearty  friend  to  feamen^  atod  yet  ho  ad^ 
miral  maintained  better  dtrdplir^e  y  a  wife  ftatefinan^  a  profeond 
icholar,  a  learned,  and  withal  a  prafiical  philo(bt>her.  In  re»^ 
gard  to  his  private  life,  a  beneficent  niafter,  a  kind  hufband,  an 
fiffeAionate  father,  and  in  refpeA  to  the  world,  a  Warm  &iend| 
a  pieaTaiit  companion,  aiid  a  fine  gentleman.  In  a  wt)rd,  he 
tnay  be  truly  ftyled  the  Englifh  Xenc^hon ;  for  n6  mah  of  hk 
Age  did  things  more  worthy  of  being  recorded,  and  no  mxtk 
^vas  more  abie  to  record  them  than  himfeif  ^  infbmucb)  that  w^ 
may  fay  of  him,  as  Scaliger  did  of  Csdar,  <<  that  he  fbugfat| 
**  and  vrrote^  with  the  fame  inimitable  fpirit.**  And  thus  I  tak€ 
my  leave  of  one,  whom  it  is  impoflible  to  plraifc  enough. 

As  to  the  other  feamen  of  note  in  this  reign,  they  are  either 
fuch  as  have  been  already  fpoken  of,  or  living  alfo  in  the  aext^ 
may  more  regularly  be  mentioned  there.  I  (hall  therefore  cOn^ 
elude  this  chapter  with  obferving,  that  the  death  of  Sir  Waker 
Raldgh  was  ib  diftafteful  an  aft  to  the  whole  bation,  that  the 
court,  to  wipe  off  the  odium,  thought  proper  to  publifli  a  dc* 
claration',  wherein,  as  it  pretended,  the  ttnc  motives  and  real 
caufes  of  his  death  were  contained.  But  this  piece  was  fo  far 
from  anfwcring  tbe  end  for  which  it  was  fcnt  abroad,  that  it 
really  ferved  to  juftify  Sir  Walter,  even  beyond  his  oWn  apolo- 
gy". After  this.  King  James  granted  a  new  cothmiOioil  fct 
fettling  Guiana,  which  iliews  his  abfolute  (enfe  of  our  having 
a  right  to  it  ^,  and  demonftrates  alfo  the  falfelitiod  of  that  te^ 

*  Prince*!  worchicf  of  Devonk  p.  539,  &e.  Ctinden*!  annalt,  A.  D«  iCtZi 
t  A  declaration  of  the  demeaooUr  of  Sir  '^)(^ alter  Rateigb,  kol.  4to.  t^id. 
b  Franc's  0(borne*s  craditionai  memoirs  of  King  Jamei.  ^  Aboni 

a  year  after  Sir  Walter  Ralci^h^  death.  King  James  gt^nt^  a  tomQitllioh  ib 
Captain  Roger  Nortb|  to  feuie  a  colony  in  OaiaM,  Mr.  Oldys's  life  6f  Si^  WaU 
cer  Raldgby  p.  113. 

port, 
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porty  that  Sir  Walter  deyif<:d  his  fettlement  to  Guiana  only  to 
repair  his  lofles  through  his  impriioDoicnt.  In  other  cafesi  tb# 
king  was  kind  enough  to  fu^h  as  projeAed  difcoveries  and  fet« 
tlement^l  but  takip^  all  things  in  the  lights  his  feyeral  favour 
rites  fet  thenij^  be  was  fometimes  dilatory,  apd  ever  unfteady. 
As  to  Jliuckingbatn's  managementj^  within  whofe  province,  as 
lord  high-admiral,  thefe  things  principally  lay,  we  (hall  be  ob« 
liged  to  treat  of  it  in  t^e  ifiext  chapter,  to  whi9h  ^t  is  time  W4 
i^flpald  pTpc^e^, 
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CHAP.      XIV, 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  under  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.  comprehending  an  account  of  our 
naval  expeditions  againd  the  French  and  Spaniards, 
our  differences  with  the  Dutch  about  the  right  of 
fifliing,  and  our  dominion  over  the  Britifh  fcaj  the 
progrefs  of  navigation  and  commerce,  fettling  colo- 
nics, and  other  maritime  tranfaftions  ;  together  with 
an  account  of  the  eminent  feamen  who  flouriflicd 
within  that  period. 

UPON  the  demife  of  King  James,  his  only  fon  Charles 
prince  of  Wales  fucceeded  him,  not  only  quietly,  and 
without  diflurbance,  but  with  the  general  approbation 
of  his  fubje£b*.     He  was  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  had  ihewn 
himfelf  a  perfon  of  great  abilities,  and,  after  the  breaking  off 
the  Spanifli  match,  had  rendered  himfelf  for  a  time  very  popu- 

•  Franklar\d*c  annals,  p.  107.    Clarendon's  hi flory  of  the  nbellion,  Oxford, 
Z7xa,  8ro.  vol.  i.  p.  xa^  %4,     RuQiwortb,  vol.  i.  p.  itff. 

lar 
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lar  by  liis  coodufl  ^.  His  father  left  him  in  a  fituation  iDUch  in* 
cumbered  at  the  time  of  bis  deceaie  )  for  the  government  was 
deeply  in  debt,  a  war  with  Spabfi  was  juft  begun,  and  his  prime 
fiAioifter^  the  duke  of  Buckiogham,  who  had  been  likewife  bis 
father's,  was  generally  hated  ^.  In  this  fad  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
every  thing  was  fubjeffc  to  wrong  conftrudions.  £ight  thousand 
men,  raifed  for  the  feirice  of  the  Palatinate,  were  ordered  to 
rendezvous  at  Plymouth,  and,  in  their  pafiage  thither,  coat  and 
conduA  money  were  demanded  of  the  country  to  be  repaid  out 
of  the  Exchequer.  The  behaviour  of  thefe  troops  was  very  li* 
centious,  and  the  long  continuance  of  peace  made  it  appear  ftill 
a  greater  grievance.  The  clamour  thereupon  grew  high,  and 
the  king,  to  remedy  this  evil,  gratited  a  commiifion  for  execu* 
ting  martial  bw,  which,  inftead  of  being  confidered  as  a  remedy, 
V '  msa  ukeii  for  a  new  grievance  more  heavy  than  any  of  the  reft  ^« 

The  truth  was,  that  while  Buckingham  remained  in  the  king's 
council,  all  things  were  attributed  to  him,  and  the  nation  wasfo 
prejudiced  againft  him,  that  whatever  was  reputed  to  be  done 
by  him  was  held  a  grievance ;  and  though  no  man  faw  this  more 
clearly  than  the  king,  yet,  by  an  infatuation  not  eafily  to  be  ac« 
counted  for,  he  trufted  him  a&  much,  and  loved  him  much 
«nore  than  his  father  bad  ever  done^ 

The  king's  marriage  with  the  Princefstienrietta- Maria,  daugh^ 
ter  to  Henry  IV.  of  France^  had  been  concluded  in  the  lifetime 
of  King  James,  and  after  his  deceafe  the  king  was  married  to 
her  by  proxy.  In  the  month  of  June,  1625,  Buckingham  went 
to  attend  her  with  the  royal  iiavy,  and  brought  her  to  Dover  ; 
from  thence  fhe  came  to  Canterbury,  where  the  marriage  was 
confummated  ;  and,  on  the  16th  of  the  fame  month,  their  Ma« 
jellies  entered  LondcKi  privately,  the  plague  daily  increafing  in 

^  Wi1fon*B  hlftory  of  King  James  in  Kchnct,  p.  779,  7S0.  FranklaJid*s  aanals, 
p.  93.  Rapin,  vol.  it.  p,  128,  Z29.  Sir  P.  Warwick's  meiftoirs.  Seethe  par.if- 
mentary  hiftory  of  England,  toL  vi.  where  the  whole  of  (he  buGnefs  reUting  to 
theSpantfli  match,  the  ihsre  the  Prince  of  "Walei  and  the  duke  of  Buckiogbam 
took  therein  in  parliament)  and  the  effeds  it  produced,  ere  rttj  fbly  as  well  as  ac- 
rurately  treated.  ^  Clarendon,  vol.  i,  p.  25.     Memoirs  of  the  reign  of 

K\n%  Charles  I.  by  Sir  Richard   Bulfttode,  p.   25.     Sir  P.   Warwick's  memoirs,  • 
p.  16.  d  Ruftiwcrth,  vol*  i.  p.  168.     Whiclocke'i  tDemorials,  p.  t.  Kennet, 

vol.  Ui.  p.  4. 
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the  fuburbs  ^.  It  was'bot  long  before  an  unfortunate  tranfa^iaii 
rendered  this  marriage  difagreeable  to  the  people  ,  and,  as  this 
related  to  the  navy,  it  falls  particularly  under  our  cognizance  ; 
which  we  (hall  therefore  handle  more  at  large,  becaufe.  in  moft 
of  our  general  hiftories  it  is  treated  very  confufedly. 

The  marquis  d'£ffiaty  ambaiTadorfirom  France  to  King  James, 
had  reprefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  power  of  the  Cathcriic 
king  in  Italy  was  dangerous  to  all  Europe ;  that  his  mafter  was 
equally  inclined  with  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  curtail  it,  but, 
wanting  a  fufficient  m'aritime  force,  was  defirous  of  borrowing 
from  his  Majefty  a  few  (hips  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  defign 
he  had  formed  againft  Genoa  f.  Ta  this  the  king  condefccnded, 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  the, Great  Neptune, a  man  of  war^  com* 
manded  by  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  fix  merchant  fhips^each 
of  between  three  and  four  hundred  tons  burden,  fhould  be  lent 
to  the  French ;  but,  foon  after  this  agreement,  the  Rochellers 
made  an  application  here,  fignifymg,  that  they  had  juft  grounds 
to  apprehend,  that  this  Engliih  fquadron  w6uld  be  employed  for 
deftroying  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  France,  inftead  of  diminilh- 
ing  the  king  of  Spain's  power  in  Italy. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham,  knowing  that  this  would  be  little 
reliQicd  by  Captain  Pennington  who  was  to  go  admiral  of  the 
fleet,  and  the  owners  of  the  (hips,  he  gave  them  private  inftruc- 
tions,  contrary  to  the  public  contraft  with  France,  whereby  they 
were  direflied  not  to  ferve  againft  Rochelle ;  but,  upon  their 
coming  into  a  French  port  in  the  month  of  May,  they  were  told 
by  the  duke  of  Montmorency,  that  they  were  intended  to  ferve, 
and  Ihotild  ferve  againft  Rochelle  ;  upon  which  the  failors  on 
board  the  fleet  ftgned  what  is  called  by  them,  a  Round  Robin, 
that  is,  a  paper  containing  their  refolution  not  to  engage  in  that 
iervice,  with  their  names  fubfcribed  in  a  circle,  that  it  might 
not  be  difcerned  who  figncd  firft. 

«  Stowe*»  ftnnalB  continued  by  Edmund  Howe»,  p,  1041.  Hiftory  of  Cbvles  I. 
by  Hammond  L'EtVrange,  E(^i  p.  6.  Oopleix,  biftoire  de  Lmiis  1«  Juf^c,  p.  154, 
See  a  relacioo  of  the  gk>tious  triamphs  and  order  of  the  ceremonies  obferved  io  the 
marridge  of  the  high  and  mighty  Charles,  king  of  EogUadt  and  the  Lady  Hcnrict- 
lM*M«iria,  fifter  toche  prefent  King  of  France^  on  May  Z,  i6a5.  Loacion,  1(15, 
4C0.  f  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs^  p.  xt*    McMc'in  of  the  duke  ef  Ro- 

kan,  book  iii.  p.  108.    Kennec,  vol.  iii,  p.  6.     RufiiwotCh's  coUedioo,  tone  i^ 
p-  174*     JL'tflrangc'i  hiflvry  of  Ch4rl«  I.  p.  56,  57, 

Pennington 
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Pennington  upon  diis  fairly  failed  away  with  the  whole  fqua- 
«dron^  and  returned  into  the  Downs  in  the  beginning  of  July, 
fiiom  whence  he  feht  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  dcil* 
ring  to  be  excufed  from  that  lervice.  The  duke,  without  ac« 
quainting  the  king,  or  confulting  the  council,  direAed  Lord 
Conway,  then  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  write  a  letter  to  Captain 
Pennington,  commanding  htm  to  put  all  the  (hips  into  the  hands 
of  the  French*  This,  however,  not  taking  effeA,  the  duke  far« 
reptitiouily,  and  without  the  king's  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
deiign  upon  Rochelle,  procured  his  letter  to  Captain  Pennington 
to  the  fame  cffeSL  Upon  this,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  he 
failed  a  fecond  time  to  Dieppe,  where,  according  to  his  inftruc* 
tions,  the  merchant- fhips  were  delivered  to  the  French ;  but  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  who  commanded  the  king's  fhip,  weighed 
anchor,  and  put  to  fea  7  and  fo  boneft  were  all  the  feamen  on 
board  thcfe  (hips,  that,  except  one  gunner,  they  all  quitted 
them,  and  ceturncd  to  England ;  but,  as  for  the  fhips,  they  re- 
mained with  the  French,  and  were  afkually  employed  againft 
Rochelle,  contrary  to  the  king's  intention,  and  to  the  very  high 
difhonour  of  the  nation.  This  affair  made  a  great  noife,  and 
came  at  laft  to  form  an  article  in  an  impeachment  againfi  th« 
duke  of  Buckingham  <• 

In  the  mean  time  the  defign  ftill  went  onof  attacking  and  in* 
wading  Spain,  and  a  ftout  fleet  was  provided  for  that  purpofe^ 
but  as  Buckingham,  in  quality  of  lord-high-admiral,  ha^  theftv- 
preme  dircGtion  of  that  afFak,  the  nation  looked  upon  it  with  aa 
evil  eye,  and  were  not  fo  much  difpleafed  at  its  mifcarriage,  as 
glad  of  an  opportunity  of  railing  at  the  duke,  and  thofe  who  by 
his  influence  were  intruded  with  the  command  of  the  fleet,  and 
the  forces  on  board  it  >>.  The  whole  of  this  tranfa^tion  has  been 
very  differently  related,  according  to  the  humours  of  thofe  who 
penned  the  accounts  i  however,  there  are  very  authentic  memoirs 

f  Frajtk1and*s  annals,  p.  156.  Kenixei*s  complete  kiOory  of  England^  vol.  lii. 
p,  6.  See  alfo  Captain  John  Pennangton^s  letter  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  from 
«n  board  the  Vanguard  in  the  Dowin,  July  27,  ^625,  in  the  cabala,  p.  350.  But 
the  moftdiftind  sceovnt  it  Co  be  gathered  out  of  the  feventh  and  eighth  articles  of 
the  impeachmtnt  exhibited  againft  the  duke  ot  Buckingham  by  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mont  in  i6i6,  and  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Glanvill  on  the  faid  articles, 

k  Frankland's  annals,  p.  114.  Rulhworth,  Sir  William  Monfon's  naval  tri^flc^ 
^  CO  net,  F>apin. 
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temainlng,  and  fromthdc  I  fliatt  give  as  concife  and  impartial  a 
detail  of  the  affair  as  I  can,  which  will  (hew  bow  dangcnms  a 
thing  it  is  for  princes  to  employ  peribna  £iagreeaUe  to  the 
grcateft  part  of  their  fuhje£b,  an  error  by  which  they  absoft 
lieceSiurily  transfer  the  refentn^ent  attending  tbeir  miieamages 
upon  themfdves. 

This  war  with  Spain  was  chiefly  of  the  dake  of  Bockingham^ 
procuring,  and  feems  to  have  proceeded  more  from  bu  pecfoDal 
difiafte  tp  Count  OUvares,  than  any  UAid  or  bononrafaie  motive; 
boweyer,  after  the  war  was  begun,  it  o^ght  certainly  to  bdivn 
been  profecuted^  becaufe,  though  he  aded  frcocn  private  f^qac^ 
fnd  ^t  8^  time  when  it  Tifibly  ferved  his  o#n  particular  purpofi:3t 
yet  without  ^ueftipn  the  nation  had  been  grievoafly  injured  bf 
the  Spaniards,  and  there  were  therefore  iufficieaC  granach  far 
faking  all  the  adyaritages  Qur  naval  power  and  our  adKance  widi 
the  Dutch  gave  u^s  as  well  as  the  weakae&  of  the  cneAy,  and 
their  Qrm  perfuafioiii  that,  whatever  we  might  pretend,  we 
fhould  not  aAually  proceed  to  hofttlities.  But  though  it  was 
bis  own  war,  though  he  had  engaged  the  king  to  froSspoMc  it 
with  much  heat,  to  draw  together  a  great  fleet,  and  a  confir 
derable  body  of  forces  which  were  to  embark  on  board  it,  yet 
when  all  things  were  ready,  and  the  fleet  on  the  point  of  going 
to  fea,  the  doke  declmed  tl)ie  command,  and  refohed  lo  icnd 
another  perfoq  in  bis  ftead,  which  had  a  very  ill  cfkSt  upon  the 
whole  defign  K 

Sir  Edward  Cecil,  gtand(bn  to  the  great  Lord  fiorleigb,  was 
the  perfon  of  whom  the  du^e  made  choice  for  this  command  | 
an  old  fpl(tier9  it  19  true,  but  no  feaman,  and  therefore  not  at  al^ 
qualified  for  the  iupreme  dire^on  of  fuch  an  undertaking*^.  The 
earls  of  Eflei^  and  I)enbigh  were  s^pppinted  bi<  ^Kc  and  rear  ad- 
mirals \  and,  that  he  might  be  the  fitter  to  command  men  of  fuch 
Quality,  he  was  created  barpp  of  Putney,  and  vifcount  Wimble^ 
tc>n,  and  had  likewife  the  rank  of  lord-marihal  *.  It  was  thought 
firahge,  that  though  there  wanted  not  many  able  feamep,  fuch 
as  Sir  JElobert  Sdanfcll,  Sir  William  Monfon,  >nd  others,  yet 

i  FrankUnd*s  aonals,  p.  114.  Ru(bworth'4  colle£Hons,  vol.  i.  p.  1^6.  Keanefs 
cflmplcte  hidory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  ix,  X3.  Warwick*s  memoirs,  p.  15. 
'^Vhitlockc,  p.  3.  k  Clarendon,  vol.  I.  p.  40.  Kenner,  p.  tx,  13.  L'Eftnoj^e'f 
^lilory  of  Charles  I.  p.  17.  1  DugdMe's  baronsge,  Yol.  U.  p.  407.    ILconct, 

p.  13.     Frsnkland^i  inna!<. 
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!  cS  them  weie  ifitnifted»  bofc  (m  tf  that  coidd  confer  merit) 
merely  fucb  as  were  in  the  duke^s  favoury  which  was  both  an  un* 
reafonable  aod  an  impolitic  thing* 

The  force  tmfiofed  was  vtrf  confiderable,  viz.  eighty  IhipSy 

Zo^ifh  and  Dutch,  and  ten  good  regiments  i  neither  was  it  at 

wM  improbable,  that  if  matters  had  been  well  concerted,  and  pro«» 

periy  executed,  this  expedition  might  have  turned  to  the  benefit 

of  the  nation,  and  the  honour  of  the  king  and  his  miniftry.  The 

f>pani{h  plate-^eet  wsis  then  retumii^  ho^e  with  aboye  a  inil# 

lion  on  board  }  and,  if  they  had  gone  to  Tercera,  they  muft  in« 

fallibly  have  been  mafters  pf  them,  and,  by  the  deitraOion  of 

fifty  or  fiyty  gaUeons,  hs|d  difabkd  the  maritime  power  of  Spain 

for  at  leaft  a  century.     But  the  ^eet  did  not  fail  till  0£loberf 

and  then  they  went  upon  no  fettled  fcheme^  but  all  was  lefi:  to 

the  difcretion  of  men,  who  in  reality  were  no  fit  judges  of  fnch 

matters,  and  befides  were  very  (boui  in  point  pf  opinion,  divided 

among  themfelves"^, 

The  general  failed  firom  Plymouth  the  7th  of  OQobor,  s62;| 
but,  when  the  fleet  h^d  proceeded  fome  leagues  to  fea,  their 
Oiips  were  feparated  by  a  ftorro,  fo  that  they  were  many  days 
before  they  came  together  to  their  appointed  rendezvous  off  Cape 
Vincent.  On  the  lyth  of  Qdlob^r  a  council  was  held,  wherein 
it  was  refolyed  to  attack  Cadiz,  which  accordingly  they  did  on 
the  22d  of  Ofkober.  The  earl  of  £ffeat  ftood  into  the  bay,  where 
he  found  feventeen  good  (hips  riding  under  the  town,  and  eight 
or  ten  galiies;  thefe  he  bravely  attacked,  but,  for  want  of  pro- 
per orders  and  due  afliftance,  the  SpaniQi  (hips  were  fu&red  to 
retire  to  Port- Real,  whither  the  lord-m^rihal  did  not  think  fit 
to  follow  them.  Then  fome  thoufands  of  foldiers  were  landed, 
and  the  fort  of  Puntal  was  taken  ;  after  which  they  proceeded 
to  make  fome  attempts  uppn  the  town.  The  foldiers,  unfortu* 
nately  becoming  mafters  of  too  much  wine,  got  exceffively  drunk, 
and  becan^e  fo  carelefs,  that  if  the  enemy  had  known,  or  been 
'  vigilant  enough  tp  have  taken  this  advantage,  few  of  them  had 
returned  home.  The  fright  into  which  this  put  their  officers, 
engaged  them  to  reimbark  their  forces ;  and  then  it  was  con« 
fluded  to  cruize  off  Cape  St.  Vincent  for  the  Flota. 

M  See  a  copious  account  of  the  motives  to,  and  mircarritges  in  Cbii  voyage,  by 
Sir  Wiliian  Monfon  ^n  bii  ftcond  book  of  oaval  traAi. 

The 
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The  men  by  this  time  grew  (ickly,  and  by  the  ftrangeft   ina« 
nagement  that  ever  was  beard,  that  is,  diftributing  the  fick  un- 
der pretence  of  taking  better  care  of  them,  two  in  each  fhip,  the 
whole  fleet  was  infeAed,  and  that  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  icarce 
left  them  hands  enough  to  bring  it  home.  This,  however,  they 
performed  in  the  month  of  December,  having  done  little  hurt  to 
the  enemy,  and  acquired  lefs  honour  themfelves  ^ ;  all  which  was 
forefeen,  nay,  and  foretold  too,  before  the  fleet  left  England. 
On  their  return  a  charge  was  exhibited  againft  the   general  by 
the  earl  of  Eflex,  and  nine  other  ojQScers  of  diftinAion  :  hard 
Wimbleton  juftified  himfelf  in  a  long  anfwer  to  their  charge. 
Both  pieces  are  yet  remaining,  and  fenrc  only  to  dcmonftrate, 
that  want  of  experience,  and,  which  was  worfe,  want  of  una- 
nimity,  proved  the  ruin  of  this  expedition  •.    Thcfc  proceed- 
ings increafed  the  people's  difcontents,  expofed  the  duke,  if 
pc^fliide,  to  ftili  greater  odium,  and  lefiened  the  reputation  of 
our  naval  force,  which  quickly  produced,  as  under  like  circum* 
ftances  will  be  always  the  .cafe,  numerous  inconveniencies. 

While  the  clamour  ftill  fubflfted  on  the  want  of  fucceis  at- 
tending the  fleet  abroad,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  fell  into  ano- 
ther error  in  the  execution  of  his  ofiice,  as  lord^ high- admiral  at 
home:  He  was  vexed  at  the  noife  that  had  been  made  about  the 
merchant  fhips  put  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  employed 
againft  Rochellc  p,  and  therefore  took  occafion,  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1 626,  to  caufe  a  French  (hip,  called  the  St.  Peter, 
of  Havre  de  Grace,  to  be  arretted.  The  pretence  was,  that  it 
was  laden  with  Spanifh  eficfts ;  which,  however,  the  French 

n  S?e  the  (tvtnl  accounts  of  thif  rofngt  in  tbc  ambors  Mom  cited. 

^  Both  the  officer*&  charge  and  Lord  Wimbleton*s  aiifwer  are  printed  xn  the  fe. 
nuise  works  in  verfe  and  profe  of  the  Right  Honourable  George  Lort!  L«nf<Wwary 
▼ol»  iii.  p.  197*  edit.  1736,  iimo.  The  reader,  who  fliall  compare  theie  with  Sir 
WiUiam  Monfon's  reflexions  on  this  lord**  condu^  will  6ikem,  ihat  he  is  hndlf 
and  unjuftly  treated.  Sir  William  arraigns  him  for  calling  councils  wnen  he  flMoId 
have  been  aXing;  the  officers  accQte  hin  for  not  calling  councils,  but  acliag  of  hii 
own  head.  The  trurh  feems  to  be,  he  bad  no  notion  of  a  fea  command,  and  his  of* 
fictrt  no  inclination  to  obey  him. 

P  Sir  Philip  Warwick  acconnts  for  this  diilaftjc  of  the  doke  towards  the  French. 
He  fays,  that  Cardinal  Richlieu  duped  the  Dtitcb  and  Engliih  both,  by  pretending 
to  execute  a  very  feaiible  fcheme  for  preventing  the  Spaniards  fending  any  foppl;es 
into  Germany,  and  under  that  pretence  procuring  their  fliips,  and  ibcn  ofing  them 
agatnft  ihe  Rochelicrs. 

denied| 
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denied,  and  aflerted,  that  all  the  goods  in  the  (h)p  belonged  to 
French  merchants,  or  to  Englifh  and  Dutch  \  Upon  this  a 
coramiflion  was  granted  to  hear  evidence  as  to  that  point,  and 
it  appearing  plainly  there  was  no  juft  ground  of  feizure,theihip 
wras  ordered  to  be,  and  at  laft  was  reieafed,  but  not  before  the 
French  king  made  fome  reprifals,  which  fo  irritated  the  nation, 
tHat  this  alfo  was  made  aii  article  in  the  duke's  impeachment  ^ 
The  matter,  however,  was  com[H'omifed  between  the  two  kings, 
and  the  good  correfpondence  between  their  fubje£h  for  a  time 
reftored ;  but  at  the  bottom  there  was  no  cordial  reconciliation  : 
and  fo  this  quarrel,  like  a  wound  ill  cured,  broke  quickly  out 
again,  with  worfe  fymptoms  than  before  •♦ 

The  war  in  which  the  king  was  engaged,  in  order  to  have 
-procured  the  reftitution  of  the  Palatinate  to  his  brother-in-law, 
bad  drawn  him  into  a  league  with  Denmark,  which  obliged  him 
to  fend  a  fquadron  of  ihips  to  that  king's  affiftance ;  and  this  be- 
ing attended  with  fmall  fuccefs,  he  was  called  upon  for  further 
fupplies.  His  parliaments  all  this  time  were  little  inclined  to 
ai&ft  him,  becaufe  he  would  not  part  with  Buckingham  ;  and 
this  obliged  him  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  methods  for  fopply 
as  his  lawyers  aflurcd  him  were  juftifiable.  Amongft  the  reft, 
he  obliged  all  the  fea-ports  to  fumifh  him  with  (hips  :  of  the 
city  of  London  he  demanded  twenty,  and  of  other  places  in 
proportion. 

The  inhabitants  thought  this  fo  hard,  that  many  who  had  no 
immediate  dependence  on  trade  were  for  quitting  their  refidencc 
in  maritime  places,  and  retiring  up  into  the  countrjf.  This  con- 
duft  of  theirs  made  the  burden  ftill  more  intolerable  upon  thofe 
who  ftaid  behind,  and  the  confeqiience  of  their  remonftrances 
was  a  proclamation,  requiring  fuch  as  had  quitted  the  fea-coaft 
to  return  immediately  to  their  former  dwellings  :and  this  it  was 
gave  rife  to  the  firft  difturbances  in  this  unfortunate  reign  ^ 
They  were  quickly  incrcafed  by  the  ralli  management  of  Buck- 

()  Kenoers  complete  hiftory  of  England,  rol.  lii.  p.  2S. 

r  h  is  Che  fifth  article  of  the  impeachment ;  and  the  duke,  in  hit  aofwer  dawn 
b;  Sir  Nicholas  Hide,  juftifies  himfelf  very  plaufibly. 

»  Ru(h«oVth,  Franklind,  Biker,  Echard,  Rapio.  '    Krnnct.   vol.  iii.  p. 

aS.    Frankland's  aiujah,p.  136,   so;.     Vhitlocke,    p.  7,  S.     R ufti worth's  col- 

ingham. 
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inghamy  vrhoj  though  he  fsiw  his  mailer  fo  decpLf  esnbaira^ect 
with  the  wars  ia  which  he  was  already  engaged,  y«t  plunged 
biio  into  aaorher  with  France^  voy  precipitat^lfi  and  againft 
allthcTuies  of  true  policy. 

4  Tbe  queen's  foreign  ferranto,  who  wefe  all  bigotted  Papifl% 
had  oot  only  afbed  in^ifereetly  in  saatters  relating  to  their  rdi- 
gion  (  but  had  likewife  drawn  the  queen  to  take  fone  vciy 
wrong,  to  fay  tbe  truth,  fome  ridicBlous  and  extravagant  fteps  ; 
vpon  which  Buckingham  engaged  his  Majefty  to  difiaife  ikcr 
French  fervants,  which  flie  did  the  fir  ft  of  July  -x6a6,  and  tke« 
fent  the  Lord  Carleton  to  repreient  his  reaibns'  for  taking  fo 
quick  a  meafure  to  the  French  king  ".  That  monarch  refufed 
him  audience,  and,  to  (liew  his  ienfe  of  tbe  aiSUon,  immediiite- 
ly  feized  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  our  ihips,  which  were  ia 
his  portSg  and  undertook  the  fieg«  of  Rochelle ;  though  oar 
king  had  aded  but  a  little  before  as  a  mediator  between  hkii 
and  his  Proteflant  fubje^  ^«  Upon  this  the  latter  applied 
themfelves  to  King  Charles,  who  ordered  a  fleet  of  thirty  £ui 
to  be  equipped  for  their  relief,  and  fent  it  under  the  command 
of  the  ear)  of  Denbigh :  but  this  being  fo  late  in  the  year  as  the 
month  of  O^kober,  his  lordihip  found  it  impracticable  to  exe- 
cute his  commifTion,  and  fo,  after  continuing  fome  time  at 
fea  in  hard  weather,  returned  into  port,  which  not  only  diiap- 
pointed  the  king's  intention,  but  alfo  blemifhed  his  reputation  ^ 
for  the  Rochellers  began  to  fufpef):  the  fincerity  of  this  deGgn, 
and  doubted  whether  he  really  intended  to  aiBft  them  or  not  K 
The  duke  of  Buckingham,  to  put  the  thing  out  of  difpute^ 
caufcd  a  great  £cet  to  be  drawn  together  the  next  year,  and  aa 
army  of  {cwcn  thoufand  men  to  be  put  on  board  it,  refolving  to 
go  himfelf  as  admiral  and  commander  in  chief.  He  failed  from 
Fortfmouth  the  27th  of  June,  and  landed  on  theifland  of  Rhe; 
though  at  fird  he  intended  to  have  made  a  defcent  on  Oleron, 
and  actually  promifed  fo  much  to  the  duke  of  Soubize,  whom 

«  HansmonJ  L'  £ilrange^s  hiftory  of  Charles  I.  p.  5S,  59.  Bulfirode*i  mtmovrs, 
jp.  31,     Memoirs  of  the  duke  of  Rohan,  b.  iv.  p.  119,  130*  ^  Dupleii  hif- 

toire  de  Louts  1e  Ju(ke,  p.  298.  Le  Gendre  de  hiftoire  de  Fraoce«  torn.  ^* 
p.  174.  Aubre  biflnre  cu  Caidina!  due  de  RichUeu,  PariSi  1660,  fol.  liv«  n*  chap. 
xu    Ruiliworth.vol.  i.  p.  424  ^c  Kennet,  vol.   iii.   p.    19.     L'Eftrao^e'a 

hiftory  of  Charlei  I.  p.,  62,  63,    FrankUod*!  anaals. 

he 
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lie  Cent  to  Rochelle  to  acquaint  the  inhabitants  of  his  coming  to 
their  relief.  They  received  thb  meflTage  coldly ;  for  the  French 
Icing  having  corrupted  fome  by  his  gold,  and  terrifying  many 
more  by  his  power,  the  Rochellers  were  now  afraid  to  receive 
the  very  fuccours  they  had  demanded  '. 

The  dake  landed  his  troops  on  the  laft  of  July,  not  without 
llrong  oppofition  from  Mr.  de  Toyras,  the  French  governor, 
\?hom  he  forced  to  retire,  though  with  fome  lofs.  Upon  this 
occafion  the  £ngli(h  fell  into  the  very  fame  errors  in  condu£( 
which  they  had  committed  in  the  Cadiz  expedition.  The  fort 
of  la  Pre,  which  covered  the  landing-place,  they  negle£led, 
though  the  French  themfelves  in  their  fright  had  flighted  it ;  fo 
that  it  might  have  been  taken  without  any  trouble,  and  was  a 
place  of  fo  great  confequence,  that  if  it  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Englifli  it  would  have  prevented  the  French  from  intro*. 
ducing  any  fupplies.  At  firft,  it  is  certain,  the  French  court  was 
exceedingly  alarmed,  and,  it  is  faid,  the  king  fell  fick  upon  it  ^ 
but  their  terrors  quickly  diminiihed,  when  they  were  infoVmed 
that  the  duke  had  no  great  capacity  as  a  commander,  and  withal 
too  much  pride  to  take  advice  < 

The  town  of  St.  Martin's,  however,  was  fpcedily  taken  by 
the  Englifii,  and  his  grace  then  invefled  the  citadel ;  but  gave 
evident  proofs  of  his  want  of  military  ikill  in  managing  the 
fiege.  At  firft,  he  quartered  his  troops  about  the  place  with* 
out  entrenching,  which  at  laft,  however,  he  was  forced -to  do; 
then  he  entered  into  conferences  with  the  governor,  and  refu^ 
ilng  to  communicate  the  fubftance  of  them  to  his  officers,  diC 
couraged  his  own  people,  and  enabled  the  French  to  deceive 
him  by  a  Iham  treaty ;  during  which  the  fort  received  a  conC 
derable  fupply.  By  this  time  the  Rochellers  had  declared  for 
the  Englifh,  their  confidence  being  as  unfeafonable  for  them- 
felves, as  their  fufpicions  had  been  before  for  their  friends  ;  fqr 
this  declaration  of  theirs,  and  the  expectation  he  had  of  fuc- 
cours from  England,  which  were  to  be  fent  him  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  earl  of  Holland,  engaged  Buckingham  to  remaia 
fo  long  in  his  camp,  that  his  troops  were  much  diminiftied. 

T  Rufli worth's  colIcAionf,  vol.  i.  p.  4*^  Memotrc  of  the  Duke  of  Roh*n, 
b.  4-  P-  13s*  Sec  Sir  Riehard  Greoville's  journal  of  the  expedition  to  the  ifk 
of  «Rhr,  afino  1627^  ia  Lord  LanfdowDe*i  workt,  vol.  iii.  p.  246. 

Vot.I.  3T  A* 
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At  length,  oo  ^he  6th  of  Npyembfr,  h^  ipad^  a  geinxal  af- 
fault ;  when  it  appeared  tliat  t}ie  place  was  impregiiable,  at  leau 
\o  forces  i:|nder  fucb  cireuaifUnoes  as  bis  F^rfu  Two  dajs  after 
be  refolved  upon  a  xptn^U  v))ich  was  as  ill  cpndu^led  as  the 
reft  of  the  expedition.  It  was  made  in  the  fight  pf  an  cxtanj  as 
ftrong  in  foot|  ^nd  more  Quqfierpps  in  hprfe  than  themfelv^, 
pver  si  narrow  caufew^y*  with  fait*  pits  on  eac|i  fide  :  yet  there 
^ras  no  precaution  taken  by  ereAing  ^  fprt,  or  (b  much  as 
throwing  up  a  retrenchment  to  cover  the  entrance  of  the  pailage; 
)»y  which  miftake  and  negleA  (bp  army  fr^  fp  much  expofcd, 
that  abundance  pf  br^ye  men  were  killed,  which  the  bcft  ac- 
counts now  extant  fum  yp  thus :  fifty  officers  of  a}l  ranks,  two 
thoufand  copimpn  foldiers,  and  thirty-five  voluateers  of  note. 
With  equal  fhame  ^ud  lofs,  therefore,  the  duke  concluded  this 
unlucky  expedition,  embarking  all  his  forces  pn  the  ptfa  pf  the 
fame  month,  and  fending  the  poor  Rochellers  a  iblemn  promife, 
that  he  yronid  come  back  again  to  their  relief;  which,  however, 
he  did  not  live  to  perform.  To  complete  his  misfortune,  as  he 
entered  Plymouth  he  met  the  earl  of  HolUnd  with  the  promi- 
sed fuccqurs  failing  out,  who  now  returned  with  him.  There 
never,  was  (its  immediate  effects  and  future  confequences  confi- 
dered)  a  more  fatal  nndertaking  than  this.  It  was  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  king,  and  intirely  ruined  the  duke,  llie  mer- 
chants were  difcouraged  from  parrying  on  trade  by  imprel&ng 
their  ihips  ;  and  the  treafury  was  fo  little  in  a  cpnditipn  to  pay 
the  feamen,  that  they  came  in  crowds  and  clamoured  at  White- 
hall".      ^  •    '    ■     ■  • 

To  remedy  thofe  evils,  a  parliament  was  palled  in  the  begin- 
ping  of  1628,  wherein  there  pafiied  nothing  but  difputes  between 
the  king  and  the  commons ;  fo  that  at  laft  it  was  prorogued 
without  granting  fupplic§.  The  king,  however,  exerted  him- 
(elf  to  the  utmo(l,  in  preparing  a  naval  fQ:rce  to  niake  good  what 
the  duke  ^f  Buckingham  had  promifed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Rochellf,  With  this  view,  a  fleet  of  fifty  fail  was  aflcmbled  at 
Plymouth  in  the  fpriug,  and  a  large  body  of  marines  embarked; 
the  command  of  it  was  given  to  the  earl  pf  Denbigh,  who  was 

z  sAnet,  vol.  iU.  p.  38—40,    Whitlncke,  p.  p.    I/Eflrange's  hUkntf  af 
Charlrs  I.  p.  <$8— 71*    Sir  Philip  Warwick *s  meiRoirs,  p.  24-^28.    Sir  Rxcbard 
SulHrode**  memoirf. 
*'     '   *  ^  brother- 
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t)r6tlier-in-law  to  Buclinghami  and  who  {ailed  froni  that  port 
on  the  1 7th  of  April;  coming  to  anchor  iii  the  road  of  Rochelle 
on  the  I  ft  of  May.  Oii  his  Arrival  he  found  twienty  fail  of  the 
f'rench  king's  (hips  riding  before  the  harbbur»  and  being  much 
fuperior  in  nutnber  and  flrength}  he  fent' advice  into  the  town, 
that  he  would  fink  the  French  (hips  as  foon  as  the  wind  came 
ireft,  jknd  niAde  a  higher  flood;  About  the  8th  of  May  the 
wind  aiid  tide  ferved  accordingly,  and  the  Rochellers  expeded 
and  iblicited  that  deliverance.  But  the  earlj  without  remem- 
bering his  pr^mife  or  embracing  the  opportunityj  weighed  an- 
chor and  failed  away,  fuffering  four  Of  the  French  (hips  to  pur- 
Tuc,  as  It  wcrc^  the  FiiglilH  fleet,  which  ari^ived  at  Plymouth  on 
the  26th  of  May. 

This  fecond  inglorious  expedition  was  ftiU  a  greater  difcou- 
ragemertt  to  the  p6or  Rochellcris,  and  inicreafcd  the  fears  and 
j ealoufies  of  a  Popi(h  intercft  at  home.  One  Le  Brun j  a  French- 
man, but  captain  in  the  £ngli(h  fieet»  gave  ih  depofitions  before 
the  mayor  of  Plymouth  on  the  i6th  of  May,  which  argued 
treachery,  or  apparent  cowardice,  in  the  management  of  this 
^ate  expeditibn;  This  account  was  certified  by  the  mayor  of 
Plymouth,  and  the  t^o  burgefles  of  that  town  in  p^liamentj 
by  whom  it  was  communicated  to  the  cOuncil-table,  from  whence 
a  letter  was  direfted  to  the  duke  6f  Buckingham  as  lord  high- 
admiral  j  dated  the  30th  of  May,  162$,  to  (ignify  his  Maje(lyV 
pleafure^  that  the  earl,  of  Denbigh  (hould  retuim  back  to  relieve 
the  town  bf  Rochelle,  with  the  fleet  under  his  charge,  and  with 
other  (hips  prepared  at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth.  But,  not- 
Withiftanding  this  order  of  council,  nd  fuch  return  was  made, 
hor  arty  inquiry  into  the  difobcdience  of  the  king's  order  for 
its 

Notwithftailding  thefe  repeated  defeats,  the  cries  of  the  Ror 
cfaellers)  and  the  clamours  of  the  people  were  (b  loud,  that  • 
third  fleet  was  prepared  for  the  relief  of  that  city,  noW,  by  a 
dofe  (iege  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity.  The  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham chofe  to  command  in  perfon,  and  to  that  end  came  to 
Portfmouth ;  whcre^  on  the  twenty-third  of  Auguft,  having 

*  Rennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  48.  Memoirs  of  the  Ouke  of  Roban,  p.  X7x.  Whit> 
lockc,  p,  10.  FraokUiid's  annals.  Rafh worth's  colie^ioni,  vol.  i.  p.  586, 
S87. 

3  Y  2  been 
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been  at  breakfaft  with  Soubize,  and  the  general  officers^  Job» 
Felton  (late  lieutenant  of  a  company  in  a  regiment  of  foot  under 
Sir  John  Ramfay)  placed  himfelf  in  an  entry  through  which  the 
duke  was  to  pafs,  who  walking  with  Sir  Thomas  Friery  and  in- 
clining his  ear  to  him  in  a  pofture  of  attention,  Felton,  with  a 
back  blow,  ftabbed  him  on  the  left  fide  into  the  Tcry  heart, 
leaving  the  knife  in  his  body,  which  the  duke  puUed  out  with 
his  own  hand,  and  then  fell  down,  faying  only,  «<  The  villain 
'<  hath  killed  me  !"  Fekon  dipped  away,  and  might  have  gone 
undifcovered,  but  that  either  bis  confcience  or  his  infolcnce  be« 
trayed  him ;  for  while  the  general  rumo^u*  was,  that  the  mur* 
derer  muft  be  a  Frenchman,  and  fome  began  to  fufpe£l  Soubize 
as  a  party  in  it,  Felton  ftepped  out,  and  faid,  <<  I  am  the  nxaa 
*«  who  did  the  (Jeed ;  let  no  man  fufFcr  that  is  innocent."  Upon 
which  he  was  apprehended,  and  fent  prifoner  to  London. 

This  accident  did  not  prevent  the  king's  profecuting  his  de- 
fign  ;  the  very  next  day  his  Majefty  made  the  earl  of  Lmdfey 
admiral,  Monfon  and  Mountjoy  vice  and  re^r^-admirals ;  and,  as 
an  illuftrious  foreign  writer  aflures  us,  his  care  and  prefencehad 
fuch  an  effeft  in  the  preparing  for  this  voyage,  that  more  was 
difpatched  now  in  ten  or  twelve  days  than  in  many  weeks  be- 
fore** :  which  is  a  dcmonftrative  proof  of  two  things^  of  which 
many  of  our  writers  of  hiftory  have  afFefled  to  doubt,  via,  that 
the  king  was  hearty  in. his  defign,  and  that  the  Rochellers  were 
convinced  of  it.  This  expedition,  however,  was  not  more  for- 
tunate than  the  former.  The  fleet  failed  the  8th  of  September, 
i6a8,  and  arriving  before  Rochelle,  found  the  boom  raifed  lo 
block  up  the  entrance  of  the  port  fo  ftrong,  that  though  many 
attempts  were  made  to  break  through  it,  yet  they  proved  vain, 
fo  that  the  Rochellers  were  glad  to  accept  of  terms  from  their 
own  prince,  and  aftually  furrendered  the  place  on  the  i8th  of 
Oftobcr,  the  Englifh  fleet  looking  on,  but  not  being  able  to 
help  them;  and,  to  complete  their  misfortunes,  the  very  night 
after  the  city  was  given  up,  the  fea  made  fuch  a  breach  as  would 
have  opened  an  entrance  for  the  largeft  fliip  in.  the  £agli(h 

b  Duke  of  Rohan's  memoir*,  p.  i88.  His  brother,  die  Dttke  of  Soubize. 
«as  here  at  the  time,  and  on  the  fpoi,  and  eonfc^nentiy  i^itnefs  of  the  pear 
preparation  >  made,  as  well  as  of  the  j^rrat  dlHgcRce  exeitcd  on  the  occafion. 

flett. 
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fieet  ^.  With  this  expedition  ended  the  operations  of  the  war 
with  France^  though  a  peace  was  not  made  till  the  fucceeding 
year  <*, 

From  this  time,  the  French  began  to  be  ambitious  of  raifing 
a  maritime  power,  and  to  be  extremely  uneafy  at  the  growth  of 
the  Engliih  (hipping.  This  was  the  effe£k  of  Richlicu's  politics^ 
who  heft  underftood  the  diflFerent  interefts  of  the  feveral  Euro- 
pean powers,  and  how  to  manage  them,  fo  as  to  make  them 
fubfervient  to  the  ends  of  France,  of  any  minifter  that  nation 
ever  had,  or,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  peace  of  Chriftendom, 
will  ever  have.  He  brought  in  the  Swedes  to  deftroy  the 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  in  Germany,  and  had  addrefs 
enough  to  engage  us  to  aSift  in  that  defign,  upon  the  plaufible 
pretence  of  favouring  the  Proteftant  intercft  *,  Then  his  agents 
in  Holland  very  dextrouily  infufed  a  jealoufy  of  Our  dominion 
over  the  narrow  (eas,  our  claim  to  the  fole  right  of  fiihing,  or 
permitting  to  fifh  in  them,  and  expe£ling  the  honour  of  the 
flag,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  our  own  fhores.  After 
thefe  notions  had  been  a  while  the  fubjeAs  of  common  dif- 
courfe  among  the  Dutch,  the  famous  Hugo  Grotius  was  in- 
duced to  write  a  treatife  under  the  title  of  Mare  Liberum, 
wherein,  with  great  eloquence,  he  endeavoured  to  fhew  the 
weakneis  of  our  title  to  dominion  over  the  fea  j  which,  accord, 
ing  to  his  notion,  was  a  gift  from  God,  common  to  all 
nations  ^ . 

This  was  anfwered  by  Selden,  in  his  famous  treatife,  intitled. 
Mare  Clausum  ;  wherein  he  has  effeAually  demonftrated, 

€  Frankland*s  annah,  p.  jjS.  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  49.  Ruihwortb>  yoI.  i.  p, 
€35.  L'£ftraDge*s  hiflory  of  Charles  I.  p.  93.  Memoirs  of  the  duke  of  Rohan, 
p.  190.  *  Rymer*<  fordera,  tome  xix.  p.  66— S 6.     The  duke  of  Robad 

v/rou  a  very  long  and  pathetic  letter  to  the  king,  which  the  reader  will  meet  with 
in  RuAworth'i  coUedtiont,  under  the  jrear  i^%$,  p.  4,  imploring  his  further  aid  on 
the  behalf  of  the  reformed  churches  in  France^  prior  to  th«  treaty  of  peace  j  but  hit 
Majefty,  aahe  ioformed  that  nobleman  in  his  anfwer,  having  been  conflraiited  to 
difTolve  the  parliament,  from  whom  he  expcflcd  fuppliei,  being  in  no  condition  to 
roniribare  any  farther  affidance  thereto,  recommended  it  to  him,  and  thofe  intereft* 
ed,  to  make  the  beft  terms  they  could  with   the  court  of   France.  e  Thit 

matter  is  very  fairly  ftated  by  Sir  Philip  Warwick,  in  his  memoirt,  p.  37. 
f  The  title  of  this  book  runs  thus.  Mare  Liberum  }  feu,  de  Jure  quod  Batatis  com« 
petit  ad  Indic4  Com.nercia:  Lug.    Ba'.    FJzfv^r.    i6cp.  Svo.  r.p.iated  about  this 

from 
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The  apprehenGons  which  the  king  bad  entertained  of  this 
new  league  between  the  French  and  Dutch  w^re  fo  heightened 
in  the  year  1635,  by  the  jundion  of  the  fleets  of  thofc  two 
powers,  and  the  intelligence  he  had,  that  France  was  fhortlj  to 
declare  war  againft  Spain,  and  from  thence  to  derive  that  occa- 
fion  they  had  been  fo  long  feeking,  to  divide  the  Netherlands 
between  themfelves  and  their  new  allies,  all  whofe  pretenfions,  in 
refpeA  to  the  right  of  filhing  in,  and  ufing  an  unreftrained  na- 
vigation in  the  feas,  they  had  undertaken  to  fupport,  that  he 
refolved  to  be  no  longer  pai&ve '.     In  order  to  defeat  this  de- 
fign,  and  maintain  the  fovereignty  annexed  to  the  Englifli 
erown,  as  well  as  the  nation's  credit  as  a  maritime  power,  the 
king  faw  that  it  was  ncceflary  to  equip  and  put  to  fea  a  fuperior 
naval  force. 

This  it  feemed  exceeding  hard  to  do,  without  the  afliftance 
of  a  parliament ;  and  yet  the  delays  in  granting  aids  had  been 
fo  great  in  former  parliaments,  that  his  Majefty  was  very  doubt- 
ful of  fucceeding,  if  for  this  he  trufted  to  a  parliamentary  fup- 
ply.  His  lawyers,  knowing  both  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and 
his  deep  diftrefs,  fuggeftcd  to  him,  that  upon  this  occaiion  he 
might  have  recourfe  to  his  prerogative*,  which  opinion  having 
been  approved  by  the  judges,  he  thereupon  direfted  writs  to  be 
iflucd,  for  the  levying  of  fhip-money.  Thefe  writs  were,  for 
the  prefent,  direAed  only  to  fea-ports,  and  fuch  places  as  were 
near  the  coail,  requiring  them  to  fumiOi  a  certain  number  of 
(hips,  or  to  grant  the  king  an  aid  equivalent  thereto.  The  city 
of  London  was  dircGtcd  to  provide  feven  fhips  for  twenty-fix 
days,  and  other  places  in  proportioil.  To  make  the  nation  the 
more  eafy  under  this  tax,  the  king  dire£^ed  that  the  money 
raifed  thereby,  fhould  be  kept  apart  in  the  Exchequer,  and  that 
a  diftin£t  account  fhould  be  given  of  the  fervices  to  which  it  was 
applied.  Yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe  precautions,  the  people  mur- 
mured grievoufly  j  which,  however,  did  not  hinder  this  projcA 
from  being  carried  into  execution "». 

1  Sir  WtUiam  Monfon*;  naval  tra^c,  p.  %^p.  Frankland's  innals,  p.  46S. 
n  Keonet's  complete  hidory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  81.  Whiilocke,  p.  as, 
A4.  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoirs,  p.  51.  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  68.  Ruili- 
worth,  vol.  ii.  p.  334*  335*    Bulftrode\  memoirs,  p.  35,  37. 
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^.■*    •  .        ...  ...  ..'.:.. 

,   But  as  our  neighboan  vt&e  likdy  to  be  as  much  alarmed^ 

trom  the  equijpping  of  £>  ftrong  a  fleets  as  our  pco{de  were  di& 

turbed  at  home  by  the  med^xl  t^ken  to  ddBray  the  expence  of 

^t ;  fecretary  Cpke^  by  the  king's  orders^  wrotq  a  letter  to  Sir 

WiUiain  Bofwell,  then  charged  .witlx  his  M^ljeftj's  affairs  at  the 

bague^  in  order  fully  to  eipjiin  what  that  fleet  was  to  performs 

vfaich  letter,  for  the  honour  of  tboie  times,  IhaU  tie  inreirted 

ticrci  and  is  as  fellows  : 

**  siii; 

^<  Bt  your  letters,  and  icitherwire,  I  perceive  many  jealoufieSj 
<<  and  ^difcourfes  are  raifed  upon  the  preparations  of  his  Ma*  , 
<<  jefiy's  fleet,  which  is  now  in  fuch  forwardnefsj  that  we  doubt 
*<  not  biit  within  this  month  it  wiU  appear  at  fea.  It  is  there- 
<<  fore  expediehtij  both  for  your  fatisfa£lion  and  diredtion,  to 
^^  inform  you  particularly  what  was  the  occafion,  and  what  is 
^<  his  Majefly's  ihtention  in  this  work. 

<<  Firft,  we  hold  it  a  principle  not  to  be  denied,  that  the 
^«  king  of  Great  Britain  is  a  monarch  at  land  and  fea,  to  the 
<^<  fiill  extent  oJF  his  dominions ;  and  that  it  concerneth  him,  as 
*<  much  to  maintain  his  fbVereignty  in  all  the  firitiih  fcas,  as 
<«  within  his  three  kingdoms ;  becaufe  without  that,  thefe  can- 
*<  not  be  kept  fafej  nor  he  preferve  his  honour,  and  due  refpe£t 
^(  with  other  liations.  But  commanding  the  fcas^  he  may  caufe 
<<  his  neighbours'  and  all  countries,  to  iftand  Upon  their  guard, 
f<  whenfoever  he  thinks  fit.  And  this  cannot  be  doubted,  that 
<<  whbfoever  will  encroach  upon  him  by  fea,  will  do  it  by  land 
«  a!fo,  whcii  they  fee  thik  time.  To  fuch  prefumption, 
<<  Mare  LiBERUiii  gave  the  firft  warning  piece,  which  muft 
^<  be  anfwered  with  a  defence  of  Marb  Claosvm,  not  fQ 
^<  much  by  difcpurresj  as  by  the  louder  language  of  a  powerful 
«<  navy,  to  be  better  underftood,  when  overftrained  patieno^ 
^«  (eeth  no  hope  of  priefervihg  her  right  by  other  means. 

<(  The  degrees  by  which  his  Majeft/s  dominion  at  fea  hath 
^c  of  later  years  been  firft  impeached,  and  then  queftioncd,  are 
<<  as  confiderable  as  notorious. 

«  Firft,  to  cberifh,  as  it  were,  to  nurfe  up  our  unthankful 
«  neighbours,  we  gave  them  leave  to  gather  wealth  and  ftrcngth 
<«  upon  our  coafts,  in  our  ports,  by  our  trade,  and  by  out 

Vol.  I.  3  Z  *«  people. 
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<<  people.  Then  they  were  glad  to  invite  our  merchants  rc£* 
<<  dencei  with  what  priYilegcs  they  could  defire.  Then  they 
<<  offered  to  us,  even  the  fovereignty  of  their  eftates,  and  then 
M  they  fued  for  licence  to  fifh  upon  the  coafts,  and  obtained  it, 
<<  under  the  great  feal  of  Scotland^  which  now  they  fupprefs* 
^  And  when  thus  by  leave,  or  by  connivance,  they  had  pot 
i*  feflcd  ihemfelves  of  our  fiOiing,  not  only  in  Scotland,  but  in 
<<  Ireland  and  in  England,  and  by  our  ftaple  had  raifed  a  great 
^<  ftock  of  trade,  by  tbefe  means,  they  fo  increafed  their  Oiip- 
*<  ping  and  power  at  Tea,  that  now  tbcy  endure  not  to  be  kept 
'^  at  any  diftance;  nay,  they  are  grown  tathat  confidence,  to 
«  keep  guards  upon  our  feas,  and  then  to  projeA  an  office  and 
**  company  of  affuraace^  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and 
•<  withal  prohibit  us  free  commerce,  even  within  our  fcas,  and 
**  take  our  fhips  and  goods,  if  we  coafbrm  not  to  their  pla- 
<'  carts*  What  infolencic^  and  cruelties  they  have  committed 
«  againft  us  heretofore,  in  Iceland,  in  Greenland,  and  in  the 
**  Indies,  is  too  well  known  to  all  the  world.  In  all  which^ 
<<  though  our  fufFerings,  and  their  wrong,  may  feem  forgotten, 
«  yet  the  great  intereft  of  his  Majefty^s  honour  k  ftill  the  fame, 
^  and  will  reireih  their  memories  as  there  fhall  be  caufe.  For 
'<  though  charity  muft  remit  wrongs  done  to  private  men,  yet 
<<  the  reflcAion  upon  the  public,  may  male  it  a  greater  charity 
'*  to  do  juftice  on  crying  crimes.  AU  this,  notwlthftandicg, 
«<  you  are  not  to  conceive,  that  the  work  of  this  fleet  is  either 
f<  revenge,  or  execution  of  juftice  for  tbefe  great  offences  paft^ 
«*  but  chiefly  for  the  future,  to  ftop  the  violent  current  of  that 
**  prefumption,  whereby  the  men  of  war  and  free-booters  of 
<5  all  nations,  abuHng  the  favour  of  his  Majefty's  peaceable 
^<  and  gracious  government,  whereby  he  hath  permitted  all  his 
<^  friends  and  allies,  to  make  ufe  of  his  Teas  and  ports,  in  a 
<<  reafonable  manner,  and  according  to  his  treaties,  have  taken 
<<  upon  them  the  boldnefs,  not  only  to  come  confidently,  at  aU 
^*  times,  into  all  his  ports  and  rivers,  but  to  convey  their  mcr- 
^*  chain  (hips  as  high  as  his  chief  city,  and  then  to  caft  an- 
'«  chor,  clofe  upon  his  magazines,  and  to  contemn  the  commands 
«  of  his  ofikersy  when  they  required  a  farther  diftance.  But, 
<<  which  is  more  intolerable,  have  aflaulted  and  taken  one  ano^ 
*^  thcr  within  his  Majefty's  channels^  and  within  his  rivers,  to 

«  the 
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<<  the  fcom  and  contempt  of  his  dominion  and  power ;  and  this 
«<  being  of  late  years  an  ordinary  praAicei  which  we  have  en- 
^  deavoored  in  vain  to  reform,  by  the  ways  of  juftice  and  trea- 
«<  ties,  the  world,  I  think,  will  now  be  fatisfied,  that  we  have 
*<  reaibn  to  look  about  ns.  And  no  wife  man  will  doubt,  that 
^*  it  is  high  time  to  put  ourfdves  in  this  equipage  upon  the  feas, 
^<  and  not  to  fufier  that  ftage  of  a&ion  to  be  taken  from  us^ 
^«  for  want  of  our  appearance. 

<<  So  you  fee  the  general  ground  upon  which  our  counfels 
^<  ftand.  In  particular  you  may  take  notice  and  publifh,  as  caufe 
^<  requires,  that  his  Majefty  by  this  fleet  intendeth  not  a  rupture 
^  with  any  prince  or  fiate,  nor  to  infringe  any  point  of  his  trea- 
^  ties,  but  refolveth  to  continue  and  maintain  that  happy  peace 
^<  wherewith  God  hath  bleiTed  his  kingdom,  and  to  which  all 
<*  his  a£lions  and  negociations  have  hitherto  tended,  as  by  your 
**  own  inftru&ions  you  may  fully  underftand.  But  withal,  con- 
<<  fidering  that  peace  muft  be  maintained  by  the  arm  of  power^ 
^^  which  only  keeps  down  war  by  keeping  up  dominion,  his  Mar 
^f  jelly,  thus  provoked,  finds  it  neccflary,  for  his  own  defence 
«<  and  fafety,  to  rc-aflume  and  keep  his  ancient  and  undoubted 
*f  right  in  the  dominion  of  thefe  feas,  and  fufier  no  other  princQ 
^<  or  ftateto  encroach  upon  him,  thereby  afTuming  tothemfelvcs,^ 
^  or  their  admirals,  any  ibvereign  command,  but  to  force  them 
**  to  perform  due  homage  to  bis  admirals  and  (hips,  and  to  pay 
<<  th«m  acknowledgments  as  in  former  times  they  did.  He  will 
«<  alfo  fet  open  and  protc£t  the  free  trade  both  of  his  fubjeft^ 
«  and  allies,  and  give  them  fuch  fafe  conduct  and  convoy  as 
«<  they  ihall  reaibnably  require.  He  will  fuffer  no  otlier  Aects^ 
<<  or  men  of  war,  to  keep  any  guard  upon  thefe  feas,  or  there 
**  to  offer  violence,  or  take  prizes  or  booties,  or  to  give  inter- 
ne ruption  to  any  lawful  intercourfe.  In  a  word,  his  Majefty  is 
**  refolved,  as  to  do  no  wrong,  fo  to  do  juftice  both  to  his  fub- 
<'  jeAs  and  friends  within  the  limits  of  his  feas.    And  this  is  the 

real  and  royal  deGgn  of  this  fleet,  whereof  you  may  give  part, 
'<  as  you  find  occafion,  to  our  good  neighbours  in  thofe  parts, 
**  that  no  umbrage  may  be  taken  of  any  hoftile  aA  or  purpofe 
M  to  their  prejudice  in  any  kind.  So  wiflting  you  aU  heakhi 
««  and  happinefs,  I  reft. 

f*  W^tcliall,  AprU  16,  1635." 
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One  would  imagine,  that  lefe  care  had  been  taken  to  fatts^ 
the  minds  of  the  pi!opl6  at  home  about  the  genuine  intent  of  this 
tax,  levied  for  the  equipping  of  a  fleet  fufficicnt  for  thcfe  nctxC- 
fary  purpofes,  fince  othcrwife  the  public  welfare  feemed  to  be  ib 
nearly  concerned,  that  public  acquiefcence  at  leaft  might  have 
been  expeded.  But  the  truth  of  the  matter  was,  his  Majefty  did 
in  this  refpcft'all  that  was  in  his  power  to  do,  by  dhreCtmg  the 
Lord«keeper  Coventry  °  to  put  the  judges  in  mind,  before  they 
went  the  fummer-circtiit,  to  fatisfy  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
relation  to  the  levying  of  fhip-money,  which  moft  of  them  did, 
but,  as  Whitlocke  afiures  us,  vefy  incffe£hia)ly;  though  theiame 
author  acknowledges,  that  the  money  was  aflefled  and  leviec) 
with  great  care  and  equality,  much  beyond  what  wj^s  obferved 
in  following  taxes. 

With  the  help  of  this  money,  the  king  in  the  month  of  Mty^ 
1635,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  forty  fail  under  the  command  of  Ro-' 
bert  earl  of  Lindfey,  who  was  admiral,  Sir  WiUxam  Monfon, 
vice-admiral.  Sir  John  Pennington,  rear-admiral,  as  alfo  uiother 
of  twenty  fail  under  the  earl  of  Effcx.  The  firft  of  tbefe  fleets 
iailed  from  Tilbury -hope  on  the  2^th  of  May.  Their  inflruCtions 
were  to  give  no  occafion  of  hoflility,  and  to  fiifier  nothing  which 
might  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  kiAg  and  kingdom-  The  French 
and  Dutch  fleets  joined  off  Portland  the  laft  of  this  month,  and 
inade  no  fcruple  of"  giving  out,  that  they  intended  to  affcrt  Aeir 
own  independency,  and  tp  queftion  that  prcrogathre  which  the 
fenglirii  claimed  in  the  narrow  fea?  5  but  as  foon  as  tbey  were  in- 
formed that  the  Englifh  fleet  was  at  fea,  and  in  fearcK  of  them, 
they  quitted  our  coaft,  and  repaired  to  tlieur  own  ®. 

Our  admiral  fcnt  a  bark  upon  the  coaff  of  Britanny  to  take  % 
view  of  them  ;,and,  from  the  time  of  the  return  of  this  baric  to 
the  I  ft  of  Oftobcr,'  this  fleet  protedled  our  own  feas  and  fliores, 
gave  laws  to  theneIgbbounngpalions,and  effefhiallyaflerted  that 
fovercignty  which  the  monarchs  of  this  kindgdom  have  ever 
claimed.  The  good  effe^  of  this  armament,  and  the  reputation 
we  gained  thereby  abroad,  in  fome  meafure  quieted  the  minds  of 

B  Memoriati,  f .  14,    The  keeper's  fpeecb  to  the  ja^sci  it  ftttl  extant  in  Saa* 
derfon's  hiftory  of  Kinjr  Charles  I.  p.  ^04,  205,  ictf.  °  Letters  and  diT- 

patches  of  Th^maf  ,*  earl  of  Stafford,  vol.  i,  p.  41 5,  41 7,  425, 44^,     Sir  WiJBam 
^lonK'ii'i  n*v»i  (i.^.j,  book  ii«  p.  2^0* 
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tlie  popple,  as  it  convinced  them,  that  this  was  not  ap  invention 
fo  bring  money  \tito  the  Exchequer,  mthout  refpe£l:  had  to  the 
end  for  which  k  ^^s  railed  f • 

T^e  kingi  perfe^ly  fatisfied  with  vrhat  had  been  done  this 
yc^,  ^d  yet  well  knowing  that  it  w<mtd%kiiff  little  if  another, 
ihiA  'that  at  kaft  as  good  a  fleet,  was  ncft  fee  oqt  the  next,  to  raife 
the  money  neceflary  for  equippbg  fuch  a  forcCj,  had  recourfc 
agafai  to  his  writs  for  levying  of  ^p-money ;  but  now  the  aid 
Was  made  ^ore  extenfive.  What  was  before  rated  as  a  particular 
provifion,  to  be  raifcd  by  the  refpcftlve  port9  for  tbrir  own  im- 
znediate  Safety,  was  now  converted  into  a  national  tax,  and  (b 
]>ecame  the  more  grieyous  for  want  of  authority  of  parliament. 
The  burden  indeed  in  Jtfclf  was  far  from  bcrng  prefBng ;  at  thq 
utmoft  It  did  not  amount  to  above  236,^0001./^  annum^  which 
ipras  not  (juite  20,090 1.  a  month  throughout  the  whole  kingdom ; 
yet  the  making  it  an  nniverfal  aid,  apd  the  aiTeffing  and  collec- 
ting it  in  the  parliamentary  methods,  without  parliamentary 
authority,  gave  it  an  air  of  opprcQiop,  and  vpade  it  extremely 
odious,  though  the  neceffity  was  far  from  being  diflembled,  and 
the  benefits  refulti(ig  from  the  care  taken  of  the  narrow  fcas, 
yirhich  had  afforded  matter  of  inquiry  and  expoftulation  to  eve- 
ry  parliament  the  king  had  called,  could  not  be  denied  \ 

In  orier  to  prevent  all  doubts  from  his  own  fubjefts,  and  aU 
(b  to  prevei^t  ^^  ^^^^^  furmifes  gaining  ground  in  foreign  na- 
tions as  to  the  defign  of  this  potent  armament,  the  king  thought 
iSt  to  exprefs  his  royal  intentions  to  the  world  in  the  moft  pub- 
lic, and  m  the  moft  authentic  manner,  that  at  one  and  the  fame 
time  it  might  appear  what  himfelf  demanded,  and  what  had 
been  paid  in  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  his  anceftors  io 
regard  to  thofe  things,  as  to  iifhich  thefe  demands  were  made. 
That  inftrument  ran  thus ; 

t         r.     '     '      . 

9  We  baire  i  cleir  and  full  accodot  of  this  eipeditlon  wntien  liy  Sir  WtUtaia 
MoDfon  himfelf,  who  was  an  eye»witn«fs  «n4  a  competeac  jodge  of  iuch  inatters, 
Uk  his  naval  tt%€t*^  p.  aSg.  S  ICennct's  completo  hiilory  of  EngJaad,  voi  iiu 

f.  tx.     Sir  fhilip  Warwick's  mtnipitS;  p.  51.    Fraaklaoa,  p.  447.     Wbitlock^, 
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A  Proclamation  for  rcftraint  of  fifhing  upon  his  MsycP 
ty's  fcas  and  coafts  without  licence. 

^<  Whereas  oar  father  of  Udled  memorjr,  King  James,  did» 
«<  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign  of  Great  Britain,  fet  fbrdi  a 
<'  proclamation  touching  fiOiing,  whereby,  for  the  many  impor- 
<<  tant  reafons  therein  exprefled,  all  perfons  of  what  nadon^  or 
•*  quality  ibever  (being  not  hb  nataral-born  fubjeAs)  were  rc- 
*<  ftrained  from  fifhing  upon  any  the  coafts  and  feas  of  &neat 
**  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  reft  of  the  ifles  adjacent,  where  moft 
*<  ufually  heretofore  fifhing  had  been,  until  they  had  orderly 
'<  demanded  and  obtained  licences  from  our  faid  fitther,  or  his 
<<  commiflioners  in  that  behalf,  upon  pain  of  fuch  chaftifemcnt 
<<  as  fliould  be  fit  to  be  infliAed  upon  fuch  wilful  offenders  ; 
^<  fince  which  time,  albeit,  neither  our  faid  father  nor  ourfclf 
*<  have  made  any  confiderable  execution  of  the  faid  prodama- 
*<  tion,  but  have  with  much  patience  ezpe£led  avolontary 
««  conforoMty  of  our  neighbours  and  allies  to  fojuft  and  reafbn-. 
**  able  propofitions  and  dire£lions  as  are  contained  in  the  fame. 
',  *<  And  now,  finding  by  experience  that  all  the  inconFenien* 
*<  cies  which  occafioned  that  proclamation  are  rather  incrcafed 
<<  than  abated,  we,  being  very  fenfible  of  the  premifes,  and  well 
<<  knowing  how  far  we  are  obliged  in  honour  to  maintain  die 
<'  rights  of  our  crown^  efpecially  of  fo  great  confeqnencc,  have 
**  thought  it  necefTary,  by  the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  to 
<<  renew  the  aforeiaid  reftraint  of  fiftiing  upon  our  aforefaid 
^  coafts  and  feas  without  licence  firft  obtained  from  us,  and  by 
<<  thefe  prefents  to  make  public  declaration,  that  our  refolution 
<<  is,  at  times  convenient,  to  keep  fuch  a  competent  ftrength  of 
<*  {hipping  upon  our  feas,  as  may  (by  God's  bleffing)  be  fuffident 
<<  both  to  hinder  fuch  farther  encroachments  upon  our  regali- 
**  ties,  and  aftlft  and  proteQ  thofe  our  good  friends  and  allies, 
<<  who  (hall  henceforth  by  virtue  of  our  licences  (to  be  firft  ob- 
<<  tained)  endeavour  to'  take  the  benefit  of  fiftiing  upon'  our 
<^  coafts  and  feas  in  the  places  accuftomed. 

«  Given  at  our  palace  of  Weftroinfter  the  loth  day  of 
«  May,  in  the  i2th  year  of  our  reign  of  England,  Scot* 
*«  land,  Frarce,  and  Ireland.'* 

In 
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In  1636  the  king  fent.  a  fleet  of  fixty  fail  to  fea  under  the 
command  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland  admiral.  Sir  John  Pen^* 
nington  vice-admiral,  and  Sir  Henry  Marom  rear-admiral'. 
They  failed  firft  to  the  Downs,  and  from  thence  to  the  norths 
where  the  Dutch  buiTes  were  fifhing  upon  our  coaft^  The  ad-i^ 
rotral  required  them  to  forbear,  which  they  not  feeming  difpofed 
to  do,  he  fired  upon  them;  this  put  them  into  great  coafufion» 
and  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  other  methods^  The  Dutch, 
therefore,  applied  themfelves  to  the  earl  of  Northumberlandi 
defired  him  to  mediate  with  the  king,  that  they  might  have  leave 
to  go  on  with  their  fifhing  this  year,  for  which  they  were  con« 
tent  to  pay  30,0001.  and  expreiled  alfo  a  wiilingne6  to  obtain 
a  grant  from  the  king  for  his  permilSon  for  their  vefiels  to  £Qt 
there  for  the  time  to  come,  paying  an  annual  tribute  ** 

Such  is  the  beft  account  that  can  be  collcSted  of  the  caufes 
and  confequences  of  this  expedition  from  our  beft  hiftorians.  But 
the  earl  o£  Northumberland  delivered  a  journal  of  his  whole 
proceedings,  figned  with  bis  own  hand,  which  is,  or  at  leaft 
was  preferved  in  the  paper-office.  In  that  journal  there  are  feve- 
ral  memorable  particulars.  The  Dutch  fiihing-bufifes,  upon  the 
appearance  of  his  lordihip's  fleet,  did  take  licences  to  the  number 
of  200,  though  he  arrived  amongft  them  pretty  late  in  the  year. 
He  ezaded  from  them  twelvepence  per  ton  as  an  acknow. 
ledgment,  and  affirms  that  they  went  away  well  fatisfied.  k 
was  pretended  by  the  Dutch  in  King  Charles  the  Second's  time, 
that  this  was  an  a£l  of  violence,  and  that  nothing  could  be  con- 
cluded as  to  the  right  of  this  crown  from  that  tranfa£lion,  fince 
the  Dutch  did  not  pay  becaufe  they  thought  what  was  iniifted 
upon  CO  be  due,  but  becaufe  they  were  defencelefs.  His  lord* 
(hip's  journal  fets  this  pretence  intirely  afide,  fince  it  appeared 
from  thence,  that  they  had  a  fquadron  of  ten  men  of  war  for 
their  protection,  as  alfo,  that  Auguft  the  aoth,  i63<$,  the  Dutch 
vice-admiral  Dorp  came  with  a  fleet  of  twenty  men  of  war;  but^ 
inftead  of  interrupting  the  earl  in  his  proceedings,  he  fainted  him 
by  lowering  his  copfails,  fb-iking  his  flag,  and  firing  his  guns; 
after  which  he  came  on  board,  and  was  well  entertained  by  the 

r  Lord  Stafr>r(l*s  letters,  vo!. !.  p.  514.  •  Kennet*s  complete  hiOory 

of  EogUnd,  vol.  ni.  p.  84.    Whitloc'cc,  p.  %$,   Franklaod,  p.  4;7<    Sir  Philip 
Warwick's  memutn,  p.  ii?. 
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effi  of  Noithumberfend. '  It  is  farther  ttCotiDttcd  in  chat  jcftsr- 
naly  that  qpon  bis  lordftiip's  retiirD  from  the  north,  and  anchor! 
ihg  in  the  Do\vm»  h€  had  notice  of  a  Spanifh  flest  of  rwcttty-fix 
fail^  bound  fbr  Conkifrk  ^  m  peeoAnoitre  which  he  Tent  otie  of 
the  fhips  of  his  fquadron^  caikd  the  Happy  E«trance^  to  whicE 
£ngic  fliip  that  fleet  paid  the  marks  of  rd^^j  ithich  ware  doc 
to  the  EngKlh  flag  whenever  it  appeared. 

The  king  meant  to  have  continued  both  tibU  method  oFr&ifin^ 
money,  and  of  fitting  out  fleets  annually,  ahd  by  giving  jfcvcral 
yottng  nobkmen  commands  at  fea^  to  have  rend«*ed  them  the 
BKxre  capable*of  ierving  their  country  in  times  of  greater  dan* 
ger  * ;  but  he  quickly  found  this  imprafbicable.  The  nation  yecm 
fo  exceedingly  difTacisfied  with  this  method  of  raifiag  moneys  and 
the  great  cafe  of  Mr.  Haaapden  made  it  &  clear,  that  a  conflant 
and  regular  levying  of  this  tax  was  dangerous  to  the  coniVitutioc, 
and  to  the  freedom  of  the  fubje^  that  the  kipg  was  obliged  to 
iay  o&de  this  fchemei^  and  to  coment  himlelf  with  ufing  all  the 
methods  that  could  be  thought  of  to  awake  the  people's  attendoa 
in  regaord  to  tfat  fbvcreignty  of  the  fea^;  With  this  view  his 
Majefty  made  an  order  in  council,  that  a  copy  of  Mr.  Seidell's 
book  upon  that  fubjeA  (hould  be  kept  in  the  tounciKcheft,  that 
another  copy  (hould  be  depofited  in  the  court  t>f  Exchequer,  an4 
a  third  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  there  to  remain  as  perpetual 
evidence  of  our  juft  claim  to  the  dominioci  of  die  ieas*. 

Happy  had  it  been,  if  the  king  had  at  this  time  called  a  par- 
liament, and,  after  excufiog  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
vras  levied,  had  fhewn  hoi^  well  it  was  applied^  how  effe£hialiy 
our  navigadoh  had  been  proteded,  and  idl  the  defigns  of  the 
JTrcnch  and  Dutch  defeated ;  for  it  may  be  then  prefumed,  that 
the  parliament  would  have  provided  in  a  legal  manner  for  the 
maintenance  of  thefe  fleets,  which  muft  have  been  of  infinite  ad- 
fvatitage  in  refpefl  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdoms  But  it  happened 
othcrwife  to  the  gx^eat  detriment  of  the  commonwealth.  Some 
courtiers  fpoke  of  the  royal  wiidom  as  infallible,  ahd  the  regal 
power  as  not  to  be  refifted,  in  order  to  raife  themfelves,  which 
gave  high  anc]  juft  ofience  to  prudent  then :  others  in  the  ineaa 

t  Sir  William  1lfotifon*«  naval  rfa^Vs,  p.  199.  WiCrwick't  iti«mo!rs,  p.  53. 
u  Rufhworth'i  collcaiont,  PrankiandN  •OMli,  Clarendbn't  hiClftry,  \VhitJ«cke't 
iucniori«U.  *■  Sec  ihe  order  o(  coancil  in  Frankland*»  aQOait,  p.  476. 
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tinic,  that  they  might  become  popular^  heightened  every  little 
trror  into  a  grievons  crimei  and  magnified  fuch  irregular  things 
as  were  done  through  tteccffitjr  into  deliberate  aflks  of  tjrrantiy. 
By  this  mearifi  thefc  nations  were  plunged  in  blood,  Vrhdfc  una- 
nimity had  rendered  them  richi  powerful^  happy^  and  arbiter* 
of  the  fate  of  Eorofie  ! 

Mr.  D'Eftradcs,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  negociationi  wai  fcnt 
OTcr  ia  the  iattcr  eiid  of  the  year  1637,  with  a  private  commit 
fion  frorti  the  cardinal,  td  prevail  on  our  king  to  ftand  neuter* 
%frhilft  Fraiice  and  Holland  iii  coiijunAioil  attacked  the  maritime 
places  of  the  Spanifli  Netherlands ;  and  td  offer  him,  at  the 
tatoc  time,  very  advantageous  conditioiis  in  return  for  his  ixia£li- 
vity.  King  Charles  anfwered  with  equal  firmnefs  and  prudence, 
that  he  could  never  fuffer  his  hands  td  be  tied  tip  bjr  a  rieUtl'ality 
To  prejudicial  td  his  own  honour  and  the  intereft  of  his  king- 
dom, and  thfit  he  would  keep  a  fleet  in  the  DoWiiSj  with  fifteen 
thoufand  men  ready  to  be  tranfported  to  the  relief  of  the  firft 
town  which  Oiduld  be  invcfted  by  the  arms  of  the  French  king* 
or  the  ftates ;  and  as  to  the  afiiftance  which  his  eminence  had 
offered  to  him  againft  any  domeftic  difturbahce,  he  thanked  him 
ibr  h  ;  but  thopght  it  quite  uhnecefiTary,  fince  he  depended  dn 
his  own  authority  and  the  laws  of  the  laild  for  the  fiippreifin^ 
and  ptmifhifig  of  all  fuch  rebellious  attempts  ^ 

The  vtndi£iive  cardinal  no  fooner  received  the  account  of  this 
conference  from  his  agetit^  than  he  refolved  td  take  an  immedi- 
ate rev^nge^  and  difpatched  without  delay,  to  Edinburgh^  Abbd 
Chambeir  his  almoner,  whom  he  inftruded  to  encourage  the 
covenanters  in  their  defign,  with  the  hopes  df  afSftance  from 
France,  and  to  improve  the  correfpoiidence  which  B'Eftrades 
had  formed  amongft  them  during  his  ihort  ftay  in  England^ 
This  abb£  performed  his  part  fo  well,  that  the  prince  of  Orangift 
told  MonfieurD'Eftrades,  that  the  cardinal  had  employed  a  very 
tiotabk  inftrument  in  Scotland,  by  whofe  pradiccs  the  king^s 
intereft  in  that  country  was  intirely  ruined  '• 

Nothing 

f  Lettret,  aaeiti^irl,  &  nl^sociitioot  de  Mobficur  le  Comte  D'£Aradef,  i 
Bravelles,  1709.  simoi  torn.  t.  'the  count's  letter  to  the  cardtoal,  in  wbieh 
the  king  of  EngUnd's  anrwer  ii  cont^ned,  bears  date,  London,  Nov.  14.  xtfjt, 

S  Rofliworth*«  coUcAioos,  Under  the  year  1638,  p.  840*  Frixikland*s  annats, 
p.  7<8.   Whiilocke,  p.  33.    Memoirs  de  monficnr  le  Comte  D'£llradef ,  tone  i. 
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Nothing  of  confeqaence  occurs  in  regard  to  naval  affaiiY  ^13 
the  year  1639,  when  the  Spaniards  fitted  out  a  powerful  fleet, 
confifting  of  fixty-fcvcn  fail  of  large  ibips,  manned  with  25,000 
feamen,  and  having  on  board  1 2,ocro  land-forces,  defigDed  for 
the  relief  of  Flanders.  The  Dutch  had  two  or  three  fquadrons 
at  fea,  the  Spanifh  fleet,  coming  up  the  channel,  was  met  in  the 
ftreights  by  one  of  them,  conGfting  of  (eventeen  (ail,  under  the 
command  of  Martin  the  fon  of  Herbert  Van  Tromp,  who,  not- 
>  withftanding  the  enemy's  great  fuperiority,  attacked  them ;  but 
finding  bimfelf  too  weak,  was  obliged  to  iheer  off  towards 
Dunkirk,  where  being  joined  by  the  other  fquadrons,  he  fo 
roughly  handled  the  Spanifli  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Don 
Antonio  de  Oquendo,  that  at  laft  he  forced  them  on  th^  Englifh 
6)aftj:iear  Dover*. 

Admiral  Van  Tromp  finding  himfelf  in  want  of  powder  and 
ball,  flood  away  for  Calais,  where  he  was  liberally  fupplied  by 
the  governor,  and  then  returned  to  attack  the  enemy.  Upon 
his  approach^  the  Spaniards  got  within  the  South-Foreland,  and 
put  themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  our  caftles.  Things 
being  in  this  fituation,  the  Spanifli  refident  importuned  King 
Charles,  that  Ue  would  oblige  the  Dutch  to  forbear  hoftiHtics 
for  two  tides,  that  the  Spaniards  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
bearing  away  for  their  own  coaft  ;  but  the  king  being  in  amity 
with  both  powers,  was  refolved  to  ftand  neuter :  and  whereas 
the  Spaniards  had  hired  fome  Englifh  {hips  to  tranfport  their 
foldiers  to  Dunkirk,  upon  complaint  made  thereof  by  the  Dutch 
ambafladors,  flrlft  orders  were  given,  that  no  fhips  or  veflels 
belonging  to  his  Majefly's  fubje^  fliould  take  any  Spaniaxti  on 
board,  or  pafs  below  Gravcfend  without  licence. 

The  reader  will  find  tfccfc  fafts  folly  proved,  if  he  pleafes  lo  perufe  the  cird?- 
'liars  letter  to  the  count,  dated  Rooel,  Dec.  »,  1^379  which  he  wrote  in  Mfvcr 
to  the  count's  letter  already  cited,  aad  the  count*s  kfter  to  the  cardinal,  dated 
Hague,  Jan.  &i,  1641.  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  memoiri,  p.  12^,  140.  Lord 
CUrendoo's  hiftory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  iii.  p.  93.  See  the  ktters  likewife .  f 
Robert  earl  of  Leiceftcr,  the  kwg*t  ambaflador  in  France,  to  Sir  Francis  Wmdi- 
hmk,  fccreury  of  Hate,  in  the  Sydney  papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  5^1,  59^^  ^46, 

«  The  Dutch  hiftorians  fay.  the  king  miftook  his  true  tntcvcn  io  crolfiag  th? 

defigns  of  France  and  Holland,  irnd  having  a  bias  in  farvovr  of  the  Spaoiardt. 

But  experience  has  ctearly  evinced  the  king  judged  right,  and  with  great  itafea 

apprehended  oiorc  danger  from  the  conjunction  of  the  French  ai»d  Dutch,  tkdii 

.  from  the  declining  power  of  Spaifl. 

Howcrer, 
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However,  after  much  plotting  and  counter-plotting  on  both 

fides,  the  Spaniard  at  length  outwitted  his  enem  j,  and  found 

means,  by  a  ftratagem  in  the  night,  to  convey  away  through  the. 

Downs,  round  by  the  North  Sand-head  and  the  back  of  the 

Godwin,  twelve  large  fliips  to  Dunkirk,  and  in  them  four  thou- 

fand  men.     In  excufe  of  this  grofs  negleA  of  the  Dutch  admi- 

rala,  in  leaving  that  avenue  from  the  Downs  unguarded,  they. 

affirmed  they  were  afllired  by  the  Englifh,  that  no  ihips  of  any 

confiderable  burden  could  venture  by  night  to  fail  that  way. 

The  two  fleets  had  no%v  continued  in  their  flations  near  three 

weeks,  when  King  Charles  fent  the  Earl  of  Arundel  to  the  adp  . 

miral  of  Spain,  to  defire  him  to  retreat  upon  the  firft  fair  wind^ 

but  by  this  time  the  Dutch  fleet  was,  by  continual  reinforcCi» 

ments  from  Zealand  and  Holland,  increafed  to  a  hundred  fail^ 

aod  feeming  diipofed  to  attack  their  enemies.  Sir  John  Penning* 

ton,  admiral  of  his  Majefty's  fleet,  who  lay  in  the  Downs  with 

thirty-four  men  of  war,  acquainted  the  Dutch  admiral,  that  he 

liad  received  orders  to  a£l  in  defence  of  either  of  the  two  parties 

which  fliould  be  firft  attacked.    This  tranfackion  (hews  plainly 

kow  much  it  imported  England  to  have  had  a  fuperior  fleet  at 

fea,  which  was  prevented  by  the  general  difcontcnt  about  fhip- 

money,  and  the  religious  difturbances  in  Scotland,  fo  that  pro* 

bably  nothing  more  than  was  done  could  be  done,  though  Ibme 

blame  fell  upon  Sir  John  Pennington  in  thofe  days. 

The  Spaniards,  however,  growing  too  prefumptuous  on  the 
prote£lton  they  enjoyed,  a  day  or  two  after  fired  fomc  fliot  at 
Van  Tromp's  barge,  when  himfelf  was  in  her,  and  killed  a  man 
with  a  cannon-ball  on  board  of  a  Dutch  fl)ip,  whofe  dead  body 
was  prefcntly  fent  on  board  Sir  John  Pennington,  as  a  proof 
that  the  Spaniards  were  the  firft  aggreflbrs,  and  had  violated 
the  neutrality  of  the  king  of  England'^  harbour.  Soon  after 
this  the  Dutch  admiral,  on  receiving  fr^fli  orders  from  the  ftates^ 
came  to  a  refolution  of  attacking  the  Spaniards ;  but  before  he 
put  it  in  execution,  he  thought  fit  to  write  to  admiral  Penning- 
ton, telling  him,  that  the  Spaniards  having  infringed  the  liber- 
ties  of  the  king  of  England's  harbours,  and  being  clearly  be- 
come the  aggreflbrs,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  repel  force  by 
force,  and  attack  them,  in  which,  purfuant  to  the  declaration 
be  had  made  to  him,  he  not  only  hoped  for,  but  depended  01^ 
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his  afflftance ;  which,  hpwetef ,  if  he  ihou}d  not  ple^  to  gsaat^ 
be  requeAed  the  favour  that  he  would  at  leaft  give  him  leave  tq 
engage  the  enemy,  otherwif?  he  (hould  have  juft  caufe  of  com- 
plaint to  all  (he  world  of  fo  manlfed  an  injury  ^. 

This  letter  being  delivered  to  the  Engliih  admirali  VaQ'jVomp 
immediately  weighed,  and  flood  to  the  Spaniards  in  G%  difi&ons, 
fannofis^ding  them  fiirioufly,  and  vigoroufly  preillog  them  at  the 
fame  time  with  his  fire-il^ips,  fo  that  he  quickly  forced  them  all 
to  cut  their  cables,  and  of  fifty-three,  which  the  Spaniards  were 
in  nuipber,  twenty^three  rati  afhorc,  and  ftranded  in  the  Downs, 
of  thcfe  three  were  burnt,  two  f^nk,  and  two  periQied  on  the 
fliorc  ;  one  of  which  was  a  great  galleon  (the  yice-admiral  of 
Galicia)  commanded  by  Ejqn  Antonio  de  Caftro,  and  mouDfcd 
with  fifty-two  brafs  guns.  The  remainder  of  thp  twenty-three^ 
which  were  ftranded  and  deierted  by  the  Spaniards,  were  man- 
tied  by  the  Englifti,  to  fave  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Dutch.  The  Other  thirty  Spanifl>  ihips,  n^rith  Don  Anto- 
nio de  Oquendo,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  Lope^,  admiral 
of  Portugal,  got  out  to  fea,  and  kept  in  good  order,  till  a 
thick  fog  arifing,  the  Dutch  took  advantage  thereof,  interpo(ed 
between  the  admirals  and  thejr  fleet,  and  fought  them  valiantly 
till  the  fog  cleared  vp,  when  the  s(4m»fal  of  Portugal  began  to 
flame,  being  fet  on  fire  by  two  Dutch  fhips  fitted  for  that  por- 
pofc.  Oquendo  perceiving  this,  pccfently  ftood  away  for  Dun- 
jcirk,  with  the  admiral  of  th^t  place,  and  fome  few  (hips  more  ; 
for,  of  thcfe  thirty-five  were  funk  in  the  fight,  eleven  taken  and 
fcnt  into  Holland,  three  pcriflied  upon  the  coaft  of  France,  one 
licar  Dover,  and  only  ten  efcaped.  Tl)e  firft  hoftility  having 
been  indifputably  committed  by  tb|5  Spaniards,  was  a  plea  of 
^ehich  the  Dutch  made  ufe  in  their  juftification  to  us  ;  and  at 
^he  fame  t^me  became  a  fufficient  argument  to  defend  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Engllfii  government,  which  otherwife  would  have 
appeared  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations,  in  fuffcring  c^nc  friend 
to  dcftroy  another  within  its  chambers  ?. 

*  Commelyn  Leevfn  van  Fr^d.  Hen.  foU  55.    Lcttres  D'Eftrailes,  torn.  !• 
p.  40.     tr  Clerc  hiRoire  ilet  provinces  nnies,  iir.  %v,  p.  193,  194.  c  s^ 

^ir  John  Ptnpjngton's  relation  of  this  cnj[agcmenr  in  Frankhml's  annals,  p.  793^ 
794.  Whi'lofkr,  p.  3t,  32  Sir  Philip  Wanrick**  memoir*,  p.  119,  lao. 
Men'ojra  He  moKfie  ir  le  Comrc  P'£»lnde»,  ton*,  i.  See  the  cAun'%  letter  ro  the 
^aniinal  de  Kiehlien,  dated  Brigen-rpxooin,  S«pt.  20,  i^vQ,  ar^u^intinj  him 
rirh  the  defrat  of  the  Spahil]»  firtt. 
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It  m^y  not  be  amifa  to  obfenrCf  that  in  reality  the  people  of 
England  were  not  forry  for  this  misfortune  tfrhich  bcfcl  tfaeSpa- 
ziiardsy  though  the  court  took  al}  the  care  imaginable  to  prevent 
it ;  and  the  reafim  of  this  was,  that  ibme  furmifcd  this  to  be  a 
aew  Spaniih  armada»  fitted  out  noipinaUy  againft  the  Dutch ; 
but,  in  truth,  intended  to  a£l  againft  heretics  in  general.  At 
firft  fight  this  may  appear  a  wild  and  extravagant  fuggeftion  ; 
but,  perhaps,  the  reader  vill  in  fome  meafure  change  bis  opi- 
nion, when  he  is  tolJ,  that  in  the  next  parliament  there  really 
appeared  ibme  kind  of  proof  of  it,  aPopiih  book  beitig  produ^ 
ced,  in  which,  among  other  fuper^^tious  things,  were  prayers 
for  the  hply  martyrs  who  periflied  in  the  Seet  fent  againft  the 
heretics  in  England  f*^  However  it  was,  the  bare  report  un- 
doubtedly was  more  than  fu^ient  to  alarm  the  populace,  and 
ircvive  their  refentments  againft  the  Spaniards.  Some  of  our 
pwn  writers  have  a|ie£led  to  reprefent  tk^  condu£l  pf  the  Dutch 
as  derogatory  on  this  occaiion  from  our  fovereignty  at  fea,  but 
foreigners,  who  are  the  beft  judges  in  fuch  cafes,  intimate  no*' 
thing  of  this  kind*,  though,  it  muft  be  alloired,  oqr  affairs  were 
then  in  fuch  confufion,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  his  Ma. 
jcfty  could  have  properly  refen^e^  any  indignities,  in  cafe  they 
had  offered  it. 

I  had  like  to  have  flipped  pver|  as  fome  of  ourhiftorians  have 
done,  the  expedition  of  the  Marqui^  of  Hamilton  againft  the 
Scots,  which  was  undertaken  this  yearj  and  indeed  there  is 
very  little  in  it  worth  mentioning|  e:rcept  to  ftiew  how  exceed- 
ing difficult  it  is  to  come  at  truth  in  relation  to  thefe  affairs. 
BiOiop  Burnet,  in  hi$  memoirs  of  the  Hamilton  family,  has  gi- 
Ten  us  a  very  plaufible  account  of  this  matter.  He  fays,  the 
duke  embarked  at  Yarmouth  about  the  middle  of  April,  1639 ; 
that  he  bad  with  him  about  five  thonfand  men,  among  whom 
there  were  not  above  two  hqndred  that  knew  how  to  fire  a  gun : 
but  be  does  not  fay  what  number  of  (hips  he  had,  or  of  what 
burden ;  only  that  the  troops  were  tranfported  in  colliers,  and 
arrived  in  the  Frith  of  Forth  the  firft  of  May.  There  he  con- 
tinued for  fome  time,  treating  with  the  Scots  to  little  or  no  pur- 

<I  Rnft worth,  under  the  year  1659,  p.   974*     Prynnc'i  royal  favourite,   p.  50, 
Fiery  Jefiiitf,  a  410 pamphlet,  printed  in  1667.  p.  ix8.  «  See  Hanis's  hif- 

Cory  or  Venice,  b.  xi.  p.  47%,  473. 
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pofe)  till  the  feafoa  being  loft,  he  returned  witboat  effeftingacj 
thing  f. 

Another  gentleman,  who  lived  in  thole  times,  and  ieems  to 
have  known  much  of  them,  gives  a  quite  different  detail^  which 
as  it  is  very  fhort,  may  not  be  unworthy  of  the'  reader's  iiotic€« 
in  his  own  words.  <*  Hamilton,'*  fays,  he,  ««  was  to  be  a  di» 
«  ftin£t  general  both  by  lea  and  land,  and  with  a  good  fleet 
<<  was  to  block  up  the  Scots  feas ;  nay,  to  my  knowledge,  he 
^  promifed  fo  to  vifit  his  countrymen  on  their  coafts,  as  that 
<<  they  (hould  find  little  eafe  or  fecurity  in  their  habitations. 
"^  «<  For  he  had  three  good  Englifli  regiments  on  board  him ;  but 
**  the  very  choice  of  his  fhips  (hewed  he  had  more  mind  to 
«  make  war  upon  the  king's  treafure  than  on  his  own  country 
<<  or  countrymen :  for  he  had  chofen  ibme  of  the  fecond  and 
<<  third  rate,  whereas  the  leaft  frigates  would  have  done  the 
<*  greateft  fervice ;  thus  by  the  very  bulk  of  his  fliips  obliging 
«  himfelf  to  an  inaAivity.  One  might  well  have  ezpc£led»  that 
«<  he  who  had  fo  prodigally,  as  a  commiffioner,  laviflied  his 
«<  Majefty's  honour,  and  unhinged  the  government,  would  have 
«  vigoroufly  employed  thofe  forces  under  his  command  to  have 
'<  reftored  both,  and  that  a  man  of  his  importance  would  have 
<<  found  fome  party  ready  to  have  countenanced  and  affifted 
f<  him :  but,  inftead  thereof,  when  he  comes  and  anchors  in 
<(  the  Frith,  his  mother  (a  violent^fpirited  lady,  and  a  deep 
««  prcfbyterefs)  comes  on  board  him ;  and  furely  Ihe  had  no 
**  hard  tafk  to  charm  him.  Afterwards  the  great  (hips  (like 
*<  the  great  formidable  log  let  down  to  be  a  king)  lying  ftill,  he 
**  had  feveral  vifits  from  many  of  the  great  men  who  were 
<'  mofl:  adiye  againft  the  king :  as  if  he  had  been  rather  re- 
<<  turned  from  an  £aft  India  voyage  than  come  as  a  powerful 
««  enemy  8." 

The  fleet  was  from  this  time  forward  fo  entirely  out  of  the 
king's  power,  that  I  think  the  naval  hiflory  of  this  reign  ends 
properly  here :  and  therefore  having  already  related,  as  fairly 

f  Memoirs  of  James  and  Willitm  du'tcs  of  Ham'lton,  p.  lai,  X39.  RQ&war>h, 
nnder  tbe  year  1639.  p.  930^935.  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  99.  Lord  Ciarerdon^sh.l- 
tory  of  the  rebellion,  vol.  i.  p.  114,  ixo,  121.  Whitkckc^s  memoriih^  p.  30- 
D^v's's  hiflory  of  the  civil  wars  of  England*  p.  n. 

«  Sir  Philip  Warwick's  rat moirs,  p.  131,  131. 
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atid  impartially  as  I  cduldi  the  fercral  espeditions  undertaken 
by  his  authority,  I  come  now  to  mention  the  progrefs  of  trade^ 
the  increafe  of  (hipping,  and  the  encouragement  of  our  planta- 
tions, during  the  fame  fpace. 

This  prince,  however,  before  the  rebellion  broke  oot,  among 
others,  added  one  fhip  to  the  royal  davy  of  England,  which,  on 
account  of  its  fize,  and  other  remarkable  particulars,  defervea 
to  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  more  efpecially  as  it  has  efcaped 
the  notice  of  all  our  naval  writers. '  This  famous  vefTcl  was 
built  at  Woolwich  in  1637.  She  was  in  length  by  the  keel 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet;  in  breadth  forty-eight 
feet ;  in  length,  from  the  fore«end  of  the  beak-head,  to  the  af- 
ter-end of  the  ftern,  two  hundred  thirty-two  feet :  and  in 
height,  from  the  bottom  of  her  keel  to  the  top  of  her  lanthorn» 
feventy-fix  feet.  Bore  five  lanthoms,  the  biggeft  of  which 
would  hold  cen  perfons  upright ;  had  three  flufh-decks,  a  fore- 
caftle,  half-decky  quarter-deck  and  round-houfe.  Her  lower 
tier  had  thirty  ports,  middle  tier  thirty  ports,  third  tier 
twenty-fix  ports,  fore<aftle  twelve  ports^  half-deck  fourteen 
ports ;  thirteen  or  fourteen  ports  more  within  board,  befides  ten 
pieces  of  cbace^ordnance  forward,  and  ten  right-aft,  and  ma^ 
ny  loop-holes  in  the  cabbins  for  muiket-fhot.  She  had  eleven 
anchors,  one  of  four  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds  weight. 
She  was  of  the  -  burden  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thirty-fcvcn  tons.  She  was  built  by  Peter  Pett,  Efq;  under 
the  infpedlion  of  Captain  Phineas  Pett,  one  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  navy  **. 

It  appears  from  Sir  William  Monfon,  and  indeed  from  all 
the  unprejudiced  writers  of  thofc  times,  who  were  competent 
judges  of  tbefe  matters,  that  the  commerce  of  this  ifland  in- 
creafed  exceedingly  during  the  firft  fifteen  years  of  this  king*s 
reign  j  infomuch  that  the  port  of  London  only  could  have  fup- 

^  A  true  defcription  of  bis  Majcfly's  rofal  fiiip  built  this  year  li^j,  at 
Woolwich  in  Kent,  to  (he  great  glory  of  the  EngHih  nation,  and  oot  pir.*lleled 
in  the  whole  Cbriitian  world :  pubJiibed  by  authority,  L;>odon,  410,  '^37- 
Thi J  little  piece  is  addicffttd  to  Charles  I.  by  its  author,  Thomas  Hcynooi. 
who  af»pfar«  to  have  been  employed  in  conrri\ing  the  emblcmatiw*!  devues  or  de- 
signs, and  In  Ciim;>«»f'ng  the  tnoiloc^  which  4<k.:nfd   .ind  <:m.-.;.iih«:d  :hii  royal  vcf- 

plied 
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plied  a  hundred  fail,  copalUe  of  being  "cafily  converted  into  mm 
of  war»  and  well  fumiflied  with  ordnance  K    llie  trade  to  tk^ 
Eaft  Indies,  which  was  faiiC  beginning  in  his  father's  tirocj  be-^ 
came  now  very  lucrative,  and  our  fhips  gave  law  in  tliofe  parts 
to  almoft  all  foreign  nations.    The  trade  to  Guinea  grew  like- 
wife  to  be  of  confiderabie  benefit  to  the  Englifli  fubjeAsy  and 
our  intercourfe  with  Spain,  after  the  ending  of  the  war,  proved 
of  infinite  advantage  likewiie  K    It  is  true,  there  happened 
fome  confiderabie  difputes  between  the  government  and    the 
merchants,  about  cuftoms,  which  fome  of  the  minifters  of  die 
crown  thought  depended  immediately  thereupon,  and  might  be 
taken  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  only  j  whereas  others  con- 
ceived, as  moft  of  the  merchants  thcmfelves  did,  that  nothing 
of  this  kind  could  be  levied  bi^  by  the  confent  of  parliament : 
but  thefe  very  difputes  (bew  that  trade  was  in  a^flouriftiingcon* 
ditions  for  rf  the  cuftoms   had  not  rifen  to  a  confiderabie 
height,  beyond   what  they  did  in  former  times,  no  miniflry 
would  have  run  the  hazard  of  fuch  a  conteft  ■. 

But  the  principal  fource  of  our  naval  flrengtb  then,  (as  it  has 
been  ever  fince),  was  our  plantations,  to  the  encouragement 
and  augmentation  of  which  even  thofe  accidents  highly  cotitri- 
buted,  which  might  have  been  otherwlfe  fatal  to  fociety ;  fuch 
as  our  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  drvifions,  which  inclined  numbers 
of  fober,  induftrious,  and  thinking  people  to  prefer  liberty,  and 
whatever  they  could  raife  in  diflant  and  hitherto  miculnvated 


1  Naval  traAf,  p.  293.  k  Idfoiy  Ibid*.  I  Mjb;  of 

our  ableft  writers  of  Englifli  htftory,  partiatUcly  A>ch  n  Jived  m  tfaoicdafi^  and  have 
difcourfed  of  them,  fpeak  with  rapture  of  the  great  felicity  of  thcf«  tiiOca,  aod  of 
the  wealth  and  profperity  of  the  nation  at  the  period  mentioned  in  tikc  text.  We 
will  inftance  only  a  few,  though  it  would  be  BO  difllcQlt  matter  to  aremble  a  dood 
of  witncdes  to  verify  what  we  have  averted*  Loni  Ciarendon*c  biftoryoftbe  re> 
hellion,  vol.  i.  p.  74—76.  Sir  Philip  Warwick*!  aem«irs»  p.  6i«-»64.  Bnllirode's 
memoirs,  p.  5.  Dr.  Bates 'a  elencut  motaum,  p.  19,  %i»  Heath's  chronicle,  p.  t. 
Sir  'William  Dugda!e*s.  ihort  view  of  the  late  troubles  in  Xogiand.  p.  63.  Ai^  (or 
che  ftill  farther  fiitisfa6Koa  of  the  reader,  we  refer  him  to  that  admir* 
able  ptdure  of  the  ftate  4>f  Eoropie  in  general,  and  cf  this  country  in  partkuUr« 
left  us  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  in  his  life  lately  pubUihcd|  edit.  17591  ^^°*  **** 
i,  p.  70,  71. 

lands. 
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lands,  to  the  uneafy  fituation  in  which  they  found  themfelves 
at  home  ". 

The  colony  of  Virginia  had  ftniggled  under  great  difficulties, 
from  the  time  it  felt  lindec  the  diredlion  of  a  company,  till  the 
king  was  pleafed  to  take  it  into  his  own  hands ;  which  he  did 
^ery  foon  after  his  coming  to  the  crown,  and  then  direAed  the 
conftitution  of  that  colony  to  be,  a  governor,  council,  and  a& 
Tembly,  conformable  to  that  of  this  kingdom,  and  under  which 
the  colony  quickly  began  to  flourifh.  But  this  happy  fituation 
of  affairs  did  not  laft  long :  Sir  jfohii  Harvey,  whom  the  king 
had  made  g;overnor,  did  fo  many  illegal  and  groTs  adions,  that 
the  colony  being  at  length  no  longer  able  to  endure,  caufed  him 
\o  be  feized  and  feht  home  as  a  prifoner,  in  1639.  This  beha- 
viour the  king  e^^ceedingly  refented,  and  therefore  fent  him  back 
to  his  government  without  fo  much  as  hearing  the  complaints 
that  were  alledged  againft  him. 

But  this  re-eflablifhment  was  with  a  view  only  to  fupport  the 
dignity  of  the  croWn ;  for,  very  foon  after.  Sir  William  Berk- 
ley was  fent  over  to  fucceed  him,  who  proved  as  good  a  go- 
vernor as  ever  this  colony  had  °.  That  of  New  England  had  its 
name  bellowed  by  his  majefty  when  prince,  and  was  better  fet- 
tled in  King  James's  time  than  any  other  of  our  colonies,  and 
throughout  the  whole  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  was  conftantly 
fupplied  with  large  draughts  of  people ;  fo  that  by  degrees  it 
Was  divided  into  four  governments;  under  which,  it  is  fuppofed» 
there  might  be  ne^r  t^Venty-five  thoufand  inhabitants ;  whence 
it  is  eVidcntj  that  the  commerce  carried  on  between  this  colony 
and  its  m6ther-coUntry  muft  have  been  very  confiderable  even 
in  this  early  period**. 

The  Papifts  in  England  finding  themfelves  liable  to  many  fe- 
verities,  and  being  very  apprehenfive  of  more  and  greater  fal- 
ling upon  them,  were  deGrous  of  having  an  afylum  in  the  new 
World,  as  well  as  other  nouconformifts}  and  this  gave  rife  to 

m  Afr.  Neale,  in  his'htflory  of  the  Puritanf,  ohfer^ret,  thit  Arcbbifhop  Lau4 
drove  thoafandi  of  families  to  Nesv  England  by  the  (eyeridef  he  esercifcd  here. 

n  The  Bricifti  empire  io  America,  vul.  i.  p.  371.  The  hiftory  aod  prcfent 
ftite  of  Virginia,  by  Col.  R.  Beverley,  p.  48,  49.  The  hiftory  of  the  firitiih 
plantation  in  America,  by  Sir  William  Reich,  Bart.  p.  144,  145. 

^  Hiftory  of  the  Briiifli  fetilcments  in  North  America  b^  M^illiam  Douglas, 
M.  D.  vol.  i.  §  8. 

Vol.  I.  4  B  the 
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the  planting  of  Maryland,  a  country  which  had  been  hitherto 
accounted  part  of  Virginia,  between  37  and  40  degrees  of  N,  L. 
granted  by  King  Charles,  t]ie  20th  of  June,  1632,  to  the  an- 
ceftor  of  the  pre(ent  Lord  Baltimore,  and  derived  its  name  of 
Maryland  from  his  queen  Henrietta-Maria.  It  was  more  eaiily 
and  more  fuccefsfuUy  planted  than  any  former  colony  had  been, 
and  the  honourable  Mr.  Leonard  Calyert,  brother  to  the  lord- 
proprietor,  was  the  firft  governor,  and  continued  to  exerdfe 
his  authority  till  that  of  the  crown  grew  too  feeble  to  prote^l 
him,  and  then  the  parliament  fent  over  .a  governor  of  their 
•wnP. 

The  Summer-Iflands,  which  were  planted  in  the  laft  rdgn, 
and  fettled  under  a  regular  government  in  the  year  16 19,  flou- 
riflied  exceedingly,  the  country  being  extremely  pleafant  and 
£raitful,  and  the  air  much  more  wholefome  than  in  any  other 
part  of  America  ^.  As  for  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  which 
had  been  regularly  planted  about  the  beginning  of  the  king's 
reign,  it  was  granted  to  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  who  gave  fiich  en- 
couragement to  all  who  were  inclined  to  go  thither,  and  moft 
of  thofe  who  went  became  fo  ipeedily  rich,  that  it  was  qoickly 
well  peopled,  and,  even  within  this  period,  was  eftecmed  the 
moft  populous  of  all  our  plantations '.  The  iflands  of  St.  Chrif- 
fopher  and  Nevis  were  alfo  fettled  about  this  time. 

I  am  now  to  take  notice  of  fuch  feamen  as  flouriOied  within 
the  compafs  of  this  reign,  and  have  |iot  hitherto  been  particu- 
larly mentioned. 

MEMOIRS  of  Sir  ROBERT  MANSEL. 

SIR  RofiERT  Mansel  daims  the  firft  place  amongft  thefe,. 
thcragh  the  memoirs  we  have  of  him  are  far  from  being  fo 
full  as  might  be  \^iihed.  He  was  defcended  from  a  very  anci^t, 
^d,  in  our  own  times,  though  now  cxtinft,  noUe  family  in  Gla- 
morganfliire,  being  the  third  Son  of  Sir  £dward  Maniel,  knight, 

P  Britiih  empire  in  America,  vol.  i.  p.  ^3. 

<]  The  general  hif^ory  of  Virginia,  New  England,  and  the  SomoMr-iileSy  by 
Capt.  John  Smith,  London,  16&7,  fol.  b.  v, 

r  A  true  and  exaA  htfiory  of  the  ifland  •£  Sarbtdon,  by  ftiebtr^  LifOD,  Lon* 
don,  1^57,  M,  p.  4jf. 
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by  his  wife  the  Lady  Jane,  daughter  to  Henry  carl  of  Wor^ 
ceftcr ».  He  addifted  himfelf  early  to  the  fca,  and  under  th^ 
patronage  of  the  famous  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  lord  high- 
admiral  of  England,  came  to  be  a  confiderabie  officer  in  the 
fleet,  and  in  the  Cadiz  expedition  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood  from  the  carl  of  Effex%  who  thenceforward  receiT-* 
ed  him  into  his  fpeciai  favour;  and  in  the  ifland  voyage  he 
was  captain  of  the  admiral's  own  fhip^  Upon  his  return  he 
adhered  to  his  old  patron  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  and  fo  re* 
mained  in  Queen  Elifabeth's  favour  during  all  her  reign,  iiit 
which  he  was  often  employed  at  Tea,  efpeciaJly  in  the  defence 
of  thecoaft;  and  in  this  fervice  was  remarkably  fucccfsful  ^, 
particularly  in  1602,  when,  as  we  have  flicwn  elfewhcre,  Sir 
Robert  Manfel  attacked  fix  of  the  Spanifh  gallies  going  to 
Flanders,  funk  three,  and  difperfed  the  reft.  This  gallant  ac- 
tion the  Dutch,  and  after  them  the  French  hiftorians  having 
very  much  mifreprefented,  Sir  Robert  in  his  own  jufli£cation 
drew  up  a  complete  relation  of  this  fervice,  which  he  addrciTed 
to  his  great  friend  and  patron  the  lord  high-admiral,  an  extract 
from  which  curious  and  authentic  paper,  agreeable  to  our  pror 
mife,  we  here  prefent  the  reader,  moftly  in  his  own  words, 

«  On  the  23d  of  September,  being  in  the  Hope,  and  having 
*<  in  my  company  the  Advantage  only  of  the  qucen^s  Ihips^ 
«<  which  Capt«  Jones  commanded,  and  two  Dutch  men  of  war^ 
*<  I  rid  more  than  half-<:hannel  over  towards  the  coaft  of  France 
<'  upon  a  north- weft  and  fouth-eaft  line,  myfelf  being  neareft 
<<  that  coafl,  Capt.  Jones  next  to  me,  and  the  Dutch  men  of 
<<  war  a  fea-board,  and  to  the  weftward  of  him.  The  fmall  force 
*^  at  that  time  prefent,  and  with  me,  remaining  thps  difpore4 
^*  for  the  intercepting  of  the  gallies,  baying  difmiiTed  the  Dutd^ 
<<  men  of  war,  that  ferved  under  me,  upon  their  own  intreatyi 
«(  to  revi&ual  and  trim,  and  having  employed  the  reft  of  the 
<<  queen's  (hips  upon  efpecial  fervices,  I  defcried  from  my  toprr 
**  maft  heads  fix  low  fails,  which  fome  made  for  gallies,  others 
^<  affirmed  them  to  be  fmall  barks  that  h^d  ftru^rk  their  top^ 

*  Dugdale'i  baronage,  vol.  ii.  p,  zpi. 

^  Dr.  Birch's  memoy's  of  Elifabcth,  vol.  ii.  p.  50.     Stowe,  p.  77 ;. 

y  $ir  WiUiMD  Jifion(on*$  dbviI  traOs,  p.  189.  «  Camden,  p.  895. 

4  »  2  <*  fails. 
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«  failsi  an4  bound  from  Dieppe  towards  the  Down$.  To  wLkL 
«f  opinion,  though  I  inclined  moft,  yet  I  direded  the  mafter  to 
«<  weigh  and  (land  with  them,  that  I  might  learn  fome  |2c:w3q; 
ff  the  galliesi  which,  by  your  lordfliip^s  advertifecnent  fent  mc, 
f(  I  knew  had  either  psdfed  me  that  night,  or  were  near  at  hand, 
<<  unlefs  the  fea  had  fwallowed  them  up  in  the  ftorms  which 
f«  had  raged  three  days  before.  Haying  fet  myfeif  under  fail, 
f<  the  weather  grew  thick,  which  obliged  me  to  lafk  ibme  two 
f  <  points  from  the  wind  towards  the  EngUib  coaft,  left  the  con- 
<<  tinuance  of  that  dark  weather  might  give  them  power  to  run 
^<  out  a-head  of  me.  About  1 1  o'clock  the  weather  cleared, 
<<  when  I  difcovered  them  plainly  to  he  the  Spanifli  gallies  to 
f <  long  time  expcfted,  at  which  time  with  the  reft  I  plied  to  re- 
«*  ceive  them  by  ccofiing  their  fore-foot  as  they  ftood  along  the 
f<  channel,  which  they  endeavoured  till  they  perceived  that,  by 
«(  the  continuance  of  that  courfe,  they  could  not  efcape  the 
<«  power  of  my  ordnance. 

<f  All  this  time  thcfe  two  fly-boats  were  between  them  and 
f*  me;  and,  as  the  (laves  report  that  iwam  aihore  at  Dover, 
<<  they  determined  with  three  gallies  to  have  boarded  each  of 
**  thofe  fhips,  and  could  have  executed  that  refolutioo  but  for 
««  the  fear  of  her  majefty's  great  galleon,  (as  they  termed  the 
<<  Hope),  whofe  force  that  they  fhunned  in  that  kind,  (conti- 
<<  dering  the  difadvantage  that  twice  fi^  of  the  heft  gallies  that 
f'  ever  I  faw  hath  by  fighting  again  ft  one  (hip  of  her  force),  I 
<<  do  as  much  commend,  as  otherwife  I  do  deteft  their  (hame- 
<<  ful  working,  in  that,  full  of  cowardlinefs  and  weaknelsj  tliey 
<<  rowed  back  to  the  weflward,  and  fpent  the  day  by  running 
*'  away,  in  hopes  that  the  darknefc  of  the  night  would  give 
«  them  liberty  fufficient  to  fl^un  the  only  (hip  they  feared,  or 
*•  that  was  indeed  in  the  fea  at  that  time  to  give  them  the  cau '* 
•*  of  fear,  I  mean  between  them  and  Dunkh-k  or  Newport. 
<*  This  error  only  of  theirs  bred  their  confudon,  as  you  may 
**  perceive  by  the  fequel. 

««  For  they  no  fooner  began  that  courfe  of  rowing  back  again, 
<<  but  I  inftantly  made  (igns  for  Capt.  Jones  in  the  Advantage 
"  of  the  queen's  to  come  to  me,  whom*  I  prefently  directed  10 
y  repair  to  Calais  road,  and  thence  to  (end  the  alarm  into  the 
•*  States  army  aflcmblcd  before  Sluys,  and  to  advifc  fuch  men 

•«  ot 
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{f  pf  ^ar  as  kept  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  upon  any  other  oc-? 
f  <  caiion,  to  ftand  off  to  the  Tea,  to  meet  with  the  galliea  in  the 
f f  liightj  yvhich  fli9ul4  be  cbaced  by  me,  with  my  Rights  in  my 
<f  top-fmaft  beads,  and  a  continual  difcharging  of  my  ordnance. 
;<  C^pt-  Jones  having  ihaped  bis  courfe  according  to  my  direc^ 
f 5  tions,  I  gave  orders  for  hoifling  and  trimming  of  my  fails  by 
^«  the  win4  to  leep  fight  of  the  gallies :  the  cwo  fly*boats, 
y  being  (till  a-^eather  of  me,  did  the  like. 

«*  Which  chace  we  held  till  fun-fetting,  obferving  this  courfe 
J<  following  all  tb«  day.  They,  being  a-wcathcr  of  me,  hept 
J«  their  continual  boards,  that  the  gillies  were  always  betweeii 
;<  ttiem ;  and  myfelf,  being  to  leeward,  made  fuch  {hort  turns, ' 
f <  as  I  jcept  all  the  afternoqn,  iii  ^  manner  even  in  the  yery  eye 
<<  of  their  courfe,  between  them  and  the  place  of  their  defign, 
««  ever  difcharging  my  beft  ordnr^nce  to  warn  the  Anfwcr  of  hep 
f^  xnajefty's,  that  fid  by  my  directions  at  the  Downs  upon  im- 
•«  portant  fcrvicc,  as  your  lord/hip  Vnpweth ;  and  the  Flemings 
*f«  that  were  there,  having  left  the  fea,  upon  unknown  grounds 
«  to  me,  (yet  fent  from  Portfniouth  by  the  moft  provident  di- 

V  red^ion  of  her  facred  majcfty  to  await  the  coming  of  the  gaU 
f«  lies,  upon  adycrtifements  that  her  highnefs  received  of  their 

V  being  put  to  fea),  to  fet  fail,  who  eKe  had  received  no  un« 
f<  derftanding  of  (he  gallies,  neither  came  they  within  (hot  of 
f <  them  till  after  night,  howfoever  the  reputation  of  the  fervicc 
<<  is  wholly  challenged  by  them. 

«  Having  given  yoiir  lordfhip  an  account  how  this  day  was 
<<  thus  fpent  by  me  from  8  o!clock  until  the  evening,  and  with 
«  thefe  only  helps,  I  befeech  your  lordlhip  to  be  plcafcd  to  un- 
<(  derftand,  that  with  the  fetting  pf  the  fun  I  could  both  difcem 
f<  the  ihips  laft  mentioneid  under  fail  at  the  Downs,  and  the  gal» 
«<  lie^  to  have  fet  their  falls,  dire^ng  their  courfe  clofe  aboard 
««  our  (hore,  each  of  them  being  out  of  fight  of  the  other,  and 
«  my  Dutch  conforts  by  this  time  to  have  been  left  by  the  gal- 
««  lies  to  a  ftern  chace.  When  I  perceived  them  to  hold  that 
^<  courfe,  which  would  bring  them  within  fhot  of  the  Anfwer 
<<  anfl  the  reft  that  were  in  the  Downs,  I  held  a  clean  contrary 
V  courfe  from  them,  towards  the  coaft  of  France,  to  confirm 
<<  the  fiscure  pafTage  they  thouglu  to  find  on  our  coaft,  which  I 

**  continued 
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<<  continued  until  the  report  of  their  battery  gave  me  afltirancc 
'<  of  the  gallies  being  engaged  with  them. 

**  How  the  battery  begin,  who  began  it,  how  it  was  conti- 
^  nued,  how  ended,  and  to  whom  the  reputation  of  the  ferfice 
<<  is  due,  I  leave  to  be  confidered  by  your  lordfliip  by  the  pe- 
<<  rufal  of  the  true  difcourfe  following.  The  Anfwer  of  the 
**  queen  which  Capt.  Broadgate  commanded,  as  ihe  rid  taart 
<<  foutherly  at  the  Downs  than  the  Flemings,  fb  came  ihe  fint 
<<  to  the  gallies,  and  beftowed  twenty-eight  pieces  of  ordnance 
^  n.  them,  before  the  Flemings  came  in,  who  at  length  fecond- 
^  ed  him  with  very  many  (hot. 

•<  During  this  battery  of  ours  upon  the  gallies,  which  I  fo 
'<  term,  becaufe  they  never  exchanged  one  ihot,  at  the  very  firft 
<*  report  of  the  Anfwer's  ordnance,  I  direfted  the  mafter  of 
c^  my  ihip  to  bear  up  with  the  fouth  end  of  the  Goodwin,  with 
<<  which  dire£tions  I  delivered  my  reafons  publicly  as  I  flood  on 
^<  the  poop  of  my  (hip,  viz.  that,  if  I  ftood  dire£Uy  into  them^ 
««  the  gallics,  before  I  could  recover  the  place,  would  either  be 
**  driven  alhore  or  funk,  and  fo  there  would  prove  no  need  of 
^  my  force,  or  elfe  by  their  nimble  failing  they  would  efcape  the 
^  (hips,  of  whom  (once  getting  a-  head)  they  could  receive  no 
<<  impediment ;  for  there  was  no  one  (hip  but  the  Advantage  in 
«  the  fea  that  could  hinder  them  to  recover  any  port  in  Fian- 
ce ders,  or  the  eaft  countries,  (Sluys  only  excepted),  unleis  I 
f^  flayed  them  at  that  fand-head. 

««.  Having  recovered  as  near  that  place  as  I  defircd,  I  ftayed 
<<  at  leaft  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  I  could  either  fee  the  gal- 
<<  ley,  hear  or  fee  any  of  thofe^fhips,  their  lights,  or  report  of 
<<  their  ordnance,  which  made  me  and  all  my  company  hold 
^  opinion,  that  they  had  outfailed  the  Anfwer  and  the  reft  of  the 
«  Flemings,  and  (hunned  light  of  me,  by  going  a-feaboard  of 
«<  my  (hip/  which  I  fo  verily  believed,  as  I  once  diredUy  detcr- 
*«  mined  to  fail  for  Sluys,  with  hope  only,  that  the  preparation 
•«  which  I  know  the  States  had  there,  would  be  able  to  prevent 
««  their  entrance  into  that  place.  Whilft  I  remained  thus  doubt- 
"  ful,  or  rather  hopelefs,  to  hinder  their  recovery  of  Dunkirk  or 
**  Newport,  in  cafe  they  had  been  a-feaboard  of  me,  fome  of 
"  my  company  dcfcried  a  fingle  galley  plying  from  the  (horc  to 
♦'  get  a-hcad  of  my  fhip.  When  (he  approached  within  caliver- 

•«  fhot. 


Sir   ROBERT  MaNSEL.  567 

«<  fhot,  I  difchargcd  ^bout  thirty  pieces  of  ordnance  of  my  lower 
<<  and  upper  tier  at  her  alone  i  myfelf  with  many  other  in  my 
<<  (hip  faw  when  her  main-prd  was  (hot  afunder,  heard  the 
<*  report  of  many  fliot  that  hit  her  hull,  heard  many  their  moft 
^'  pitiful  outcrieSi  which  when  I  perceived  to  contmue,  and,  in- 
«  ftead  of  making  way  from  me,  to  near  me  what/fhecould,  I 
<<  forbore  ihooting,  and  commanded  one  that  fpoke  the  Fortu- 
ne gueze  language  to  tell  them,  that  I  was  contented  to  receive 
M  them  to  mercy,  which  I  would  accordingly  have  performed, 
<(  had  not  the  other  five  gallies  offered  to  ftand  a-head  of  me  at 
<<  that  very  inftant,  and  thereby  would  have  left  me,  as  they  had 
^<  both  the  firft  two  Dutch  ihips,  and  afterwards  the  Anfwer^ 
«'  with  the  reft  of  the  Flemings,  had  I  omitted  any  fmall  time 
«  of  executing  the  advantage  I  had  of  their  being  on  my  broad- 
*<  fide,  which,  as  appears,  was  fo  effefiually  employed,  (how- 
«<  Ibever  the  night  wherein  this  fervice  was  performed  might 
<<  hinder  the  particular  mention  of  their  hurts),  as  none  can  dcr 
<'  ny  but  that  God  pleafed  thereby  only  to  work  their  confufion : 
^<  for  fince  that  time,  none  hath  faid  or  can  fpeak  of  any  one 
*<  {hot  made  towards  them )  yet  four  of  them  are  funk  and 
^  wrecked,  the  fifth  paft  doing  the  enemy  fervice,  and  the  fixth 
<'  they  Are  forced  to  new.build  at  Dunkirk,  where  (if  I  be  not 
"  much  deceived)  (he  will  prove  more  chargeable  than  profita- 
<<  ble,  if  the  default  reft  not  in  ourfelves. 

<<  The  difagreement  between  the  Dutch  captains  themfelves, 
*<  touching  the  ftemming  and  finking  of  the  gallies,  (whereof 
<<  one  challenged  before  your  lordfliip,  and  in  many  other  pub- 
<<  lie  places,  to  have  ftemmed  and  funk  two  himfelf ),  and  the 
<<  printed  pamphlet,  containing  the  ftemming  and  finking  of 
•'  three  gallies,  gives  the  reputation  thereof  to  three  feveral  cap- 
««  tains,  amongft  whom  no  mention  is  made  of  the  firft  j  and, 
«  whereas  there  are  but  two  in  all  funk,  I  leave  to  be  rcconci- 
««  led  among  themfelves,  and  to  your  lordlhip,  whether  that  the 
<*  fame  of  right  appertaincth  not -to  her  majcfty's  fhip  the  Hope, 
<*  in  refpeft  of  the  allegations  before  mentioned,  every  par- 
*«  ticular  whereof  being  to  be  proved  by  the  oaths  of  my  whole 
«  company,  and  maintained  with  the  hazard  of  my  life,  with 
<^  that  which  foUoweth  \ 

«  I.  As 
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**  I.  As  the  fliooting  of  the  fingle  galley's. main-yard  ;  iny 
•«  bcftowing  above  thirty  pieces  of  ordnance  upon  that  one 
«<  galley  within  lefs  than  calitcr-fliot. 

"  a.  That  they  in  the  galley  made  ihanj^  lamentable  outcries 
"  for  my  receiving  them  into  nlcrcy. 

**  3.  That  I  would  accordingly  have  received  thein,  bm  for 
•*  giving  them  over,  to  encounter  with  the  other  five  galHes^ 
•«  which  elfe  had  left  me  to  a  ftern-chace; 

*<  To  thefe  reafons  I  add  the  aflertion  of  the  vice-admiral 
"  himfclf,  who  told  me  (whatfoever  he  fpakc  in  other  places) 
«*  that  one  of  the  gallies  which  he  flemmcd  had  her  main- 
«*  yard  fhot  afunder  before  his  coming  aboard  her;  by  whom- 
^*  foever  fhe  was  then  ftemmed,  your  lordfliip  may  judge  who 
<<  ruined  her,  confidcring  (he  made  no  refiftance  by  his  own 
•'  report,  but  by  crying  to  him  for  mercy. 

**  Touching  the  other  galley  ftemmed  and  funk,  I  have  al- 
**  ready  proved  how  fhe  (as  all  the  reft)  had  got  a-head  the 
"  Anfwer  of  the  queen's  not  named,  and  the  reft  of  the  States 
«*  men  of  war  with  her,  who  challenge  the  whole  credit  of  this 
<«  fcrvice.  They,  as  all  other  feamen,  cannot  deny  but  that 
*f  the  gallies  will  outfail  all  fliips  in  fuch  a  loome  gale  of  wind 
••  and  fmooth  fea  as  we  had  that  night. 

"  The  gallies  being  then  quicker  of  fail  than  they,  how  could 
«*  they  by  any  means  pofEble  fetch  them  up  but  by  fomc  im- 
•«  pediment  ?  Impediment  they  received  none  but  by  my  ord- 
•«  nance,  which  amounted  to  fifty  great  (hot  at  thofe  five 
<«  which  came  laft  from  the  (hore,  when  ail  the  fhips  were 
•*  above  a  mile  aftern. 

**  Some,  notwithftanding,  out  of  their  d^tra£ling  difpofitions^ 
*'  may  perchance  fay,  that  the  two  which  were  wrecked  at 
"  Newport  would  have  perifhed  by  ftorni,  though  they  had 
<«  not  been  battered  •  whereto  though  I  have  fufficicmly  an- 
te fwered,  firft,  in  fhewing  that  they  might  have  recovered  any 
«  of  the  places  thereabouts  before  eight  o'clock  that  night,  but 
"  for  me,  and  then  the  fecond  time  before  the  morning,  had 
*«  they  not  been  encountered  by  me  alone,  at  the  South-fand 
*<  head;  yet,  for  further  proof  that  they  mifcarried  by  our  bat- 
<«  lery  only,  I  fay,  that  if  one  of  the  gallies  which  received 
•«  leaft  damage  by  our  ordnance  did  outlive  Friday's  fiorm, 

*'  continuing 
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^^  contjnuixig  till  Saturday  noon^  being,  driven  among  the  iflands  . 
"  of  Zealand,  to.recover  Calais^  then  furelj  thofe  two  (unlefs 
<<  they  had  been  exceedingly  torn)  nirould  have  made  ihifc  to  • 
««  have  recovered  the  ports  of  Newport^  Graveling,  or  Dun* 
«  kirk ;  efpecially  fince  from  the  place  where  I  battered  them 
<<  they  might  have. been  at  the  remoteft  of  thofe  places^  about 
*^  four  hours  before  any  fiorm  begari.  But  fuch  feemed  their 
<<  hafte  to  fave  their  lives,  as  theu:  thought  ran  of  a  ihore^  and 
«*  not  of  a  harbour. 

<<  Now  that  I  have  delivered  unto  your  Iprdfhip  the  whole 
<<  and  true  difcourfe  of  this  bufinefs,  I  fhall  forbear  to  trouble 
«  your  patience  with  any  furthet  relation  of  that  night,  and 
'<  next  day's  fpending  my  time,  (though  the  fame  in  their  chace 
<<  had  like  to  have  cod  her  Majefty  her  (hip,  and  the  lives  of 
^<  as  many  as  were  in  her),  and  conclude  with  admiratioa  of 
««  their  not  holding  her  Majefty's  fhipj  nor  I,  (her.unworthieft 
««  fervant),  and  then,  and  yet,  by  her  Highnefs's  grace^  and 
u  your  lord  (hip's  favour^  admiral  of  the  forces  in  that  place, 
c'  am  not  Once  mentioned,  efpecially  fince  the  fix  gallies  might 
^<  fafely  have  arrived,  before  feven  o'clock  that  night,  at  any  of 
<<  the  ports  of  Flanders  to  the  Wedward  of  Oftend.  And  that 
<<  the  Dutch  ihips  had  not  come  from  an  anchor  in  the  Downs, 
<<<  but  for  the  (igns  (fignals)  they  received  from  me.  Then,  that 
«  the  force  of  her  Majefty's  (hip  wherein  I  was>  enforced  them 
"  to  keep  clbfe  aboard  the  Engliih  (hore,  whereby  thofe  (hips 
«<  in  the  Downs  had  power  given  them  to  come  to  fight,  which 
«  fight  was  begun  by  the  Anfwer  of  the  queen's. 

«  And,  laftly,  fince  the  gallies  efcaped  their  battery,  and 
<<  had  gotten  a-head  thofe  (hips  above  a  mile  at  leaftj  and  never 
<<  received  any  impediment  after  but  only  by  me,  who  lingered 
«  them  (as  you  have  heard)  until  the  coming  up  of  thofe  ihips 
«  that  challenge  to  fttm  them  j  which  being  granted,  I  cannot 
^*  fee  how  any  other  credit  can  rightly  be  given  them  (for  that 
<<  (lem  I  mean)  than  to  a  lackey  for  pillaging  of  that  dead  body 
«  which  his  maftcr  had  (lain." 

Inhere  were  three  motives  which  induced  me  to  infcrt  this  re- 
lation, long  as  it  is,  in  this  work;  Firft,  becaufe  the  paper  is 
Very  curious  in  itfclf,  and  well  drawn*    Next,  becaufe  it  does 

Vol.  I.  4  C  honour 


570  MEMOIRS    OP 

honour  to  the  memory  of  its  author,  Sir  Robert  Manfdy^  aoJ 
comes  in  with  great  propriety  here.  Laftly,  as  it  fliews  the  cor. 
re&nefs  of  thofe  times,  when  every  thing  was  examined  into, 
and  fifted  to  the  very  bottom,  which  made  oflkers  fo  tender  of 
their  charafkers,  that  they  were  ever  ready,  upon  any  fuch  oc- 
eafion  as  this  before  vs,  to  render  a  tttiOt  account  of  their  con-  ■ 
duAj  in  fo  full  and  circumftantial  a  manner,  as  abfolotely  fikn-  I 
ecd  calumny,  and  left  no  farther  room  far  dtfpute.  | 

On  tlie  acceffion  of  King  James  be  was  continued  in  his  poft  ' 
of  vice-admiral,  to  which  he  had  been  raifed  by  the  intereft  of  | 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  and  remained  in  favour  for  fevcnl  | 
years.  When  the  lord  htgh-admirars  enemiea  had  fo  ftf  alie- 
nated  his  Majefty^s  afe£lionfr  as  to  procure  a  commii&on  for  re-» 
fcH-ming  abufes  in  the  navy,  (which  was  equally  detrimental  to 
lus  reputation  and  authority).  Sir  Robert  Manfel  chofe  rather  to 
adhere  to  his  friend,  than  to  make  court  at  his  cxpence ;  and 
with  this  view  advifed  his  ]ord(hip  not  to  fobmit  to  this  com- 
sniffion,  for  which  Sir  Robert  was  committed  prifoner  to  the  Mar- 
fhalfea,  and  continued  there  fomc  months,  in  the  year  1613^ 
in  confequence  of  this  inquiry,  many  abufes  were  however  real- 
ly diicovered  and  correAed,  fo  that  251OC0I.  a-year  were  foon 
sifter  £fived  to  the  crown  ')  fxom  a  juft  fenfe  of  which.  Sir  Ro- 
bert advifed  his  patron  to  refign  his  high  office,  perceiving  that 
be  began  to  outlive  his  abilities,  and  that  his  longer  cootiauance 
themn  might  become  more  and  more  detrimental  bodi  to  the 
jittblic  and  him&lf. 
To  prevent  the  navy  from  receiving  sny  prejudice  by  the  eari 
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y  Tbii  is  afliffSMd  try  Ring  Jancft  in  bit  l^eecb  (o  bit  ptritaawae,  A.  D.  itfso. 
In  FraniLUiid^f  awialii  p«  49*  His  Majefty  rewarded  tlw  ftvcral  cofDmiAoacn 
with  the  lionMr  of  l^oightbood  for  the  Icrviees  readtitd  tbc  paUic  in  ttik  re>- 
tpe€t^  as  wen  as  for  tbe  great  paiss  tbcy  exerted  oa  tbe  occafion.  the  aasKS 
of  tbefe  gebttemen  were  «— —  Fortdooe,  Jobn  OOtonie,  — —  OanghtoB,  ^— 
Sutton^  tod  William  ritts»  Biqrt;  Kr.  Camdeo's  aonali  of  the  t^ga  of  |&mcs  L 
noder  the  year  t tf  ip.  9ir  William  ^foofoii,  as  tbe  rctder  will  6m^  foftaod  ie* 
vcrclf  in  tbe  opinsoo  of  fomc,  for  baviog  deriied  fo  rigbt  at  well  tn  b  boned  a 
Sbeafttre.  A  like  eommiffioiiy  which  demonihacet  that  wife  princess  early  osre 
6f  and  attentioB  to  lira  navy,  tfloed  ia  tbe  fecbod  jrear  of  tbc  feign  ef  Charles  I. 
dirrOed  to  Jaaaes  tarl  of  MtfrboroOgh,  George  dnice  of  BncfclagbaM,  Aobcn 
eorl  of  Liodfey^  nd  other  lords,  Ryoaer's  fflodort;  torn,  arfii.  p.  7S^ 
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^f  Nottingham's  refigoation,  Sir  Robert  Manfel  applied  himfelf 
to  the  duke  of  Buckingham^  whom  he  advifed  to  obtain  that 
office!  and  when  he  excufed  himfelf  on  account  of  his  youth 
and  want  of  experience,  told  him  plainly,  why  he  thought  him 
fitteft  for  the  |dace.  He  oUerved,  that  in  time  of  peace  thcbeft 
fervice  that  could  be  done  was  to  look  well  to  the  conftant  re* 
pair  of  the  navy,  and  to  rebuild  occafionally  fuch  (hips  as  want* 
ed  it ;  and  that  by  applying  himfelf  affiduoufly  to  the  duty  of 
his  ofSce,  he  might  acquire  all  the  knowledge  that  was  necei^ 
iary,  before  any  war  fliould  call  him  into  aAion.  Thus  the  duke 
was  brought  into  the  office  of  high-admiral  by  the  perfuaGon  c€ 
Sir  Robert  Manfd,  and  upon  very  juft  motives ;  neither  was  it 
at  all  to  the  prejudice  of  his  ok!  mafter ;  for  the  earl  of  Not* 
tingham  had  a  penfion  of  one  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  the 
duke  made  a  prefent  to  the  countefs  of  Nottingham  of  three 
thoufand  pounds*  This  tranfaAion  happened  in  1616,  and,  ia 
confequence  thereof,  Sir  Robert  Manfel  was,  by  the  duke  of 
Buckingham's  intereft,  made  vice-admiral  for  life. 

The  duke,  by  his  advice,  did  another  thing  which  was  very 
commendaUe.  He  procured  a  commiffion  to  be  granted  to  fe* 
veral  able  and  experienced  peribns  for  the  managettent  of  the 
navy,  which  had  very  good  effcds :  nay,  there  is  ftrong  rcafon 
to  believe,  coniidering  the  great  confuiion  into  which  things  af- 
terwards fell,  that  the  fleet,  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  commii^ 
fion,  would  have  been  abfolutcly  rained;  whereas,  by  the  help 
of  it,  it  was  fo  well  prefcrved,  that  Buckingham,  upon  his  im* 
pcaehmcnt,  acquitted  himfelf  better  in  what  related  theretOi 
than  in  regard  to  any  other  article*. 

In  1620,  Sir  Robert  Manfel  comnMinded  the  Beet  fitted  out 
againft  the  pirates  of  Algiers,  of  which  we  have  given  an  im- 
partial  account  in  its  proper  place  •.  However  unfortunate  be 
was  in  the  management  of  that  expedition,  yet  there  fcems  ta 
be  no  reafon  to  conceive  he  was  in  any  great  fault.  It  is  admit* 
ted,  that  he  advifed  it  from  a  generous  and  public  fpirited  mo- 
tive, the  defire  of  raifing  the  Englifli  reputation  at  fea,  andfree^ 
ing  our  trade  from  the  infults  of  thefe  rovers }  but  it  feems  h^ 

X  8ee  ttl  thefe  faAs  fully  ftated  in  the  dvKe  of  Buckingham*!  anfwer  to  tbt  iirft 
irtide  of  bit  ifflpeacbmenc,  ia  Frankland't  annals^  p»  i88.  *  See  bcfortb 

f-  47I»  47tf. 
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was  (cnt  abroad  with  fo  limited  a  commiilioni  and  had  fb  man? 
raw  and  unexperienced  officers  employed  in  th«  fleet,  through 
the  favour  of  eminent  courtiers,  that  from  thefe  and  other  cro& 
accidents  he  was  difablcd  from  performing  what  he  intended, 
though  he  did  all  that  was  in  his  power,  and  is  on  that  account 
commended  by  the  moll  knowing  writers  of  thofc  times  ^. 

This  unlucky  affair,  however,  and  perhaps  his  declining  m 
the  favour  of  thfc  duke  of  Buckingham,  hindered  him  from  be- 
ing  employed  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  ^  and  the  very  ne* 
gleA  of  him  i$  mentioned  as  one  of  the  errors  therein  ?.  He 
continued,  notwithftanding,  in  poiTeflion  of  his  office  of  vice- 
admiral,  and  lived  till  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars, 
when  he  died  with  the  reputation  of  being  a  great  feaman,  and 
a  perfon  of  unblemifhed  integrity  ;  leaving,  fo  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn,  no  ifTue  <>• 

In  the  courfc  of  this  work,  Sir  William  Monfon  has  frequent- 
)y  been  mentioned  as  an  admiral,  and  full  as  often  cited  as  an 
author  •,  we  fhall  now  take  occafion  to  throw  together  fuch  par* 
ticulars  as  relate  to  him,  and  which  are  fcattcred  in  a  variety  of 
books,  in  order  to  prefervc,  as  entire  as  may  be,  the  memory 
of  fo  worthy  a  perfon,  and  of  the  principal  aflions  by  him  at« 
chicved ;  fomc  of  which  he  has  alfo  left  us  recorded  by  his  own 
pen. 

b  S«  m  nccpynt  of  %\i\%  e^ ptdition,  pnnfod  by  apthoriry  m  1621,  410.  Rui- 
>-orth*i  coUcAions,  vol.  i.  p.  34,     Frankland's  annals,  p.  55.  c  Kcnnet, 

vol.  ill.  p.  13.  L'LArange*s  hiftory  of  Charles  J.  p.  17.  Rulhworth's  Cv>l«cc- 
tlons,  vol.  1.  p.  195. 

d  EngHO)  baronetage,  yol.  i.  p.  489.  HU  knowledge  in  his  profefnoa  nod 
lia^e  been  very  extend ve,  as  well  as  his  character  ai  a  gallant  officer,  fince  »e 
^od  him  recommended  by  Sir  John  Pennington  to  the  king,  in  xtf4:v,  as  the  pro- 
pereft  perfon  to  fciie  the  (ieci  for  that  princess  fcivice:  his  amhority,  as  rice- 
^drotral  of  England,  si  well  as  his  "known  and  great  reputation  with  the  feamen, 
being,  as  was  fuggeAed,  like  to  meet  with  lirtle  refinance  frjom  the  power  of  tf-e 
carl  of  Warwicki  who  had  fonod  means  the  y^ar  before  to  bring  it  un^er  ibe 
<|oininion  of  the  pariiiimeot;  but  his  Majefty  was  apprehcnftvs  left  Sir  Robert's 
advanced  age,  and  the  infirmities  that  attended  thereon,  might  render  the  attempt 
iiazardons,  though  he  had  a  great  opinion  of  bis  courage  and  integrity.  Sir  Robert 
ft  this  time  refided  at  Greenwich.  Lord  CUrendon*s  hidory  of  the  rcbcllki:, 
•^ol.  ii.  p.  67s. 
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MEMOIRS  of  Sir  WILLIAM  MONSON. 

THE  family  of  Monfon  has  been  long  fettled  in  Lincoln* 
(hire,  of  which  this  gentleman  was  a  native^.     He  was 
the  fourth  fon  of  John  Monfon,  Efq;  by  Mary,  daughter  of 
pir  Robert  Huflcy,  and  was  bom  about  the  year  1569^.    He 
went  very  early  to  fea,  as  himfelf  informs  us,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Spanilh  war8»  and  in  the.  condition  only  of  a  pri- 
vate roanj  his  wages,  according  to  the  frugality  of  that  time, 
being  no  more  than  ten  (hillings  a, month  ^  from  whence  he 
VfTiS  gradually  advanced  to  the  great  commands  he  afterwards 
bore.     His  firft  voyage  was  in  the  year  1585,  in  which  he  en* 
gaged  without  the  knowledge  either  of  his  father  or  mother, 
and  wherein  he  faw  the  fharpeft  fervice  he  met  with  through- 
out his  life.   He  was  on  board  a  privateer,  which  was  but  a 
imall  veffel,  and  in  confort  with  another  ftill  fmaller.     They 
failed  from  the  Ifle  of  Wight  in  the  month  of  September,  and 
foon  after  came  up  with  a  ftout  Spanifh  fhip  of  three  hundred 
tonSi  well  manned.    The  crew,  however,  of  the  two  priva- 
teers refolved  to  board  her,  which  they  did  towards  evening ; 
but  the  wind  growing  high,  and  the  night  dark,  their  veflcls 
fell  off,  and  they  were  left  on  board  the  Spaniards.     The  fight 
continued  all  night,  with  variety  of  fucccfs  ;  but  at  laft,  about 
feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Spaniards  yielded  «.  In  1587, 
be  had  the  command  of  a  ilhip,  and  was  employed  afterwards 
throughout  the  whole  reign  of  the  aueen. 

In  the  year  15891  he  ferved  as  vice-admiral  in  the  earl  of 
Cumberland's  fleet,  and  did  excellent  fervice ;  but  in  the  courfe 
of  that  expedition  endured  fuch  hardfhips  as  brought  upon  him 
a  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  detained  him  in  England  a  whole  year^. 
In  15911  he  ferved  again  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of 
Cumberland,  when  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  t^ken  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  remained  a  prifon«r  near  two  years'.  This^ 
did  not  difcourage  him  from  a£king  under  the  earl  again,  almoft 
as  foon  as  he  had  recovered  his  liberty,  in  the  year  1593  ^* 

*  FalIeT*s  woriliiei  in  LincolnOiire,  p.  j6^.  Wood's  Atben,  Oxon.  vol.  i, 
<:o).  33tf.  r  Sir  William  Monfon*!  naval  tra^s,  p.  505.  8  Ibid, 

p.  »4tf.  •»  Ibid,  p,  jcs.  i  Ibid.  p.  179,  and  504.  k  Ibiri. 

p.  181. 

In 
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Id  the  famous  expedition  to  Cadiz,  in  the  year  1596^  he  vas 
captain  of  the  Repulfe,  the  earl  of  Eflex's  own  (bip»  to  whom 
he  did  great  fervice,  by  his  wife  and  moderate  couniel»  and 
was»  therefore,  very  defervedly  knighted '.  In  the  Ifland^voy- 
age  he  commanded  the  Rainbow;  and  if  the  eari  of  Eflcx  had 
then  followed  the  informations  he  gave  him,  he  had  ccrtamly 
taken  moft  of  the  Spanilh  galleons  »•  In  1599,  he  had  the 
command  of  the  Defiance  in  the  Downs,  and  in  i6o2>  being 
vice-admiral,  he  had  the  good  luck  to  take  a  great  carrack  of 
1600  tons,  which,  with  its  cargo,  was  worth  a  million  of  pieces 
of  eight*.  In  i6o2  he  was  at  fea  again,  and  had  the  com- 
mand  of  a  fquadron,  in  which,  though  be  performed  no  great 
fervicc,  yet  he  brought  it  home  fafely  through  many  pcriU*'. 
I  have  not  gone  into  the  particulars  of  thefe  fervices,  becaufe 
they  have  been  all  of  them  treated  at  large  already,  and  with 
due  refped  to  the  accounts  given  of  them  by  this  gentleman  in 
his  writings ;  fo  that  to  have  entered  into  the  circumAances  of 
them,  would  have  involved  us  in  needlefs  repetitions* 

At  the  acceflion  of  King  James,  no  feathan  appeared  to  have 
a  fairer  title  to  his  favour  than  Sir  William  Monfon,  whofc 
attachment  to  his  intereft  had  engaged  the  Lords  of  the  privy- 
council  to  place  an  extraordinary  confidence  in  his  management 
of  the  fleet,  of  which  we  have  before  taken  notice  >*.  It  does 
not,  however,  appear,  that  Sir  William  throughout  the  coarfe 
of  that  reign  received  any  extraordinary  gratifications,  but  ra» 
ther  the  contrary.  He  had  the  charge  of  the  narrow  feas  for 
twelve  years,  that  is,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1604,  to 
the  year  1616,  in  which  time  he  did  remarkable  fervice*>,  in 
fupporting  the  honour  of  the  Engli(h  flag  againft  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Dutch  and  French,  and  in  his  remarkable  voy- 
age round  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  fcour  the  fcas  of  pi- 
rates, of  which  likewife  we  have  given  an  account  in  its  proper 
place '. 

After  fo  many  and  fo  great  fervices  rendered  to  the  crown, 
and  fo  many  years  fpcnt  in  duty  to  his  country,  Sir  William 
• 
I  IbM.  p.  1 84.  01  n)i«{.  p.  tSp.  °  S«e  the  naval  biftory  of 

Qoren  Elifihcth,  vol,  i.  p.  4^6,  497.  ^  Sir  Willum  Moafoo'f  iMv4 

tra<f>s  p.  1S9.         P  N«v4  hU\,  of  Kin|;  James,  in  (hii  val.  p.  4;4*        ^  l^'^ 
p.  459.  **  Ibid.  p.  4^^. 

had 
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had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  dtfgracei  and  to  find  all  that  be 
had  done,  and  all  that  he  had  advifed^  which  perhaps  was  of 
no4efs  confequence,  mifunderftood,  and  turned  to  his  difad*^ 
vantage.  As  this  is  the  moft  remarkable  part  of  his  perfonai 
hiftor^i  fo  it  feems  to  deferve  our  and  the  reader's  attention  on 
another  account,  I  mean  the  relation  it  has  to  the  ftate  of  ma<* 
ritime  affairs  in  thofe  days;  and,  therefore,  I  (hall  give  as  clear 
and  concife  an  account  thereof  as  I  can.  It  is  a  very  dangerous 
thing  either  to  offend  the  great,  or  fall  into  the  diflike  of  the 
many.  Sir  William  Monfon  was  fo  unlucky  to  run  into  bot^ 
tfaefe  misfortunes  $  the  former  he  incurred  through  a  dedre  of 
ferving  his  country,  and  the  latter  by  his  zeal  in  difcharging  his 
duty  on  a  ticklifh  occafion.  His  great  knowledge  in  maritime 
affairs,  and  the  confidence  which  the  feamen  had  in  him, 
t»x)ught  to  his  view  moft  of  the  grievances  in  the  navy,  which 
he  honeftly  laboured  to  redrefs.  This  gave  rife  to  a  commifiion 
for  that  pnrpofe,  that  has  been  often  mentioned,  and  that  com* 
miffion  gave  great  diftafte  to  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  then  lord 
high-admiral,  and  to  thofe  who  under  him  had  the  chief  ma- 
nagement of  the  fleet.  It  went  on  notwithftanding;  a  great 
reformation  was  made,  and  the  king  faved  abundance  of  money 
in  this  article ;  which,  however,  did  not  leflen  the  fpleen  con- 
ceived againft  Sir  William  Monfon,  for  having  fet  this  defign  oa 
foot*. 

The  other  accident  which  hurt  him  with  the  people  was  this  : 
die  Lady  Arbella  having  made  her  efcape,  orders  were  fent 
to  Sir  William  Monfon  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  her  getting  ci* 
ther  into  France  or  Flanders ;  and  though  he  did  not  receive 
thefe  orders  till  twenty-four  hours  after  her  departure,  yet  he 
executed  them  moft  effectually,  and  retook  her  in  a  bark  bound 
for  Calais,  within  four  miles  of  that  place  ^  This  was  the , 
fame  lady,  concerning  whom  fo  much  noife  had  been  made  in 

•  Sm  mv«I  tniAf,  p.  370,  where  our  lothor  enumerates  the  cntny  abufe* 
coniBttced  In  the  navy,  with  the  means  of  reformtDf  them,  and  «hich  abufes 
be  lays  began  to  creep  in  like  rufl  into  iron,  at  the  latter  end  of  Qaeen  EUfa* 
beth*s  reign.  ^  Winwood*s  memorialt,  vol.  iii.  p.  aSo.     This  lady 

Is  in  m^(k  of  our  hiftorfans  ealled  the  Lady  Arabella ;  but,  in  the  proclamarion 
publiftied  upon  her  flight,  and  which  is  extant  in  Rymer's  foedcra,  vol.  x\'u 
p.  f  fo«  fhc  is  ftylcd  the  Lady  ArbcHa^  and  £<  (he  wrote  her  name. 

the 
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the  bufincfs  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  plot  i  and  as  fhc  vras  a 
great  object  of  popular  pity,  fo  upon  this  occafion,  many  ftrangc 
ilories  were  circulated^  which  ferved  to  raife  the  odium  for  re- 
taking her ;  though  it  was  his  duty,  and  what  the  court  ought 
to  have  looked  upon  as  an  important  fervice  "•  The  Dutch, 
tooj  who  were  angry  with  him  for  his  conduct  in  the  narrow 
feas,  found  means  to  do  him  ill  offices;  fo  that  upon  fome  very 
flight  pretences  he  was  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower 
in  i6i6*:  but  after  he  had  been  examined  by  the  chief-jufticc 
Coke,  and  fecretary  Winwood,  he  was  difcharged ;  and  he  af- 
terwards wrorc  a  large  vindication  of  his  conduct,  while  ad- 
miral in  the  narrow  feas. 

He  very  foon  recovered  his  credit;  for  in  1617,  wc  find 
him  called  to  council,  in  order  to  give  his  opinion  how  the  Al- 
gerines  might  be  betl  reduced*.  In  the  fucceeding  reign,  of 
which  wc  are  now  fpeaking,  he  had  likcwife  a  great  intcrcfr, 
and  his  advice  was  aiked  in  all  maritime  affairs;  but,  as  he  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  thofe  who  were  then  in  pofleflion  of 
power  and  favour,  and  as  he  cenfured  the  expedition  to  Rhe, 
and  that  againft  Cadiz,  we  need  not  wonder  that  he  was  not 
employed '.  Yet  in  1635,  when  the  king  came  to  have  better 
notions  of  things,  and  to  be  truly  concerned  for  his  fovercignty 
of  the  feas,  Sir  Wiliiam  Monfon  was  appointed  vice-admiral  of 
the  fleet,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Lindfey ;  which  effcAually 
vindicated  the  king's  honour  and  the  rights  of  the  nation^* 
After  this  he  fpent  his  days  in  privacy  and  peace,  and  about  the 
year  1640^,  conipofcd  that  work  of  his,  of  which  wc  have 
made  fb  great  ufc,  and  of  which,  conCdering  its  fubjedt,  I  think 
it  cannot  be  amifs  to  give  a  iliort  account. 

It  is  divided  i;no  fix  books,  all  on  different  fubjefte^  and  yet 
all  equally  curious  and  infcruftive.  The  firll  book  is,  for  tbc 
moft  part^  a  coUcclion  of  every  year's  aflions^  in  the  war 
nc-ainll  iSpain,  on  our  own,  upon  the  Spanifli  coaft,  and  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  A  brief  narrative ;  for  no  more  is  faid,  but  the 
force  they  were  undertaken  with,  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter* 

"  Sec  the  iiitroduflion  to  the  id  book  of  his  naval  tracts.  *  Cam- 

den's anaals  of  Ming  Jamfs,  in  Kcnncf  s  complete  hidory  of  £ng1tnd»  vol.  ii. 
p.  645.  X  sii-  William  Monfoirs  naval  tra£tf,  p.  150.  '  Ibid, 

p.  i53— i77,  a  Ibid.  p.  290.  •  Ibid,  p.  195* 

prize : 
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prize :  yet  the  defign  is  to  (hew  the  reafons^  cither  why  they 
Itiifcarried,  or  why  fo  little  advantage  was  made  where  they 
fucceeded.  In  fome  he  is  more  particular  than  in  others ;  aad^ 
what  perhaps  may  be  ftill  of  ufe,  he  at  laft  fets  down  the  abttfes 
in  the  fleets  and  the  methods  for  redrcfiing  them.  His  fecond 
book  continues  ibmewhat  of  the  method  of  the  firft^  begin*^ 
ning  with  fatherly  inilrtiAions  to  his  fon  |  whence  he  proceeds 
to  the  peace  with  Spain,  which  puts  an  end  to  the  warlike  na- 
Tal  actions,  yet  not  to  his  command,  being  afterwards  employed 
againft  pirates.  He  inveighs  againft  the  Dutch,  ihews  the  ill 
management  of  a  defign  againft  Algier,  and  makes  very  curious 
remarks  on  the  attempt  upon  Cadiz  by  King  Charles  I.  dif* 
cloGng  methods  how  Spain  might  have  been  much  more  endaiX- 
gered  ;  with  other  particulars  about  the  ihipping  of  England, 
and  fovereignty  of  the  feas. 

The  third  book  only  treats  of  the  admiralty  ^  that  is,  of  all 
things  relating  to  the  royal  navy,  from  the  lord  high-admiral 
to  the  meaneft  perfon  employed  a(hore,  and  to  the  cabbiu-boys 
at  fsa;  and  from  a  complete  fleet  to  the  fmalleft  veflel;  and  the 
part  of  it ;  with  inftru^ions  for  all  officers,  the  (ize  of  all  forca 
of  guns,  all  kinds  of  allowances  on  board  the  king's  (hips, 
and  excellent  dire£iioiis  for  fighting  at  fea  ^  an  account  of  all 
the  harbours  in  thefe  three  kingdoms,  with  many  others,  and 
thofe  important  matters,  for  thofe  times,  accurately  handled. 
The  fourth  book  is  of  a  very  different  nature  from  any  of  the 
reft,  being  a  brief  colleflion  of  Spaniih  and  Portuguefe  difco* 
veries,  and  conqucfts  in  Africa,  Aila,  and  America ;  with  fome 
toyages  round  the  world,  and  fomewhat  of  the  firft  fettling 
both  of  EngliQi  and  French  plantations.  The  fifth  book  is  full 
of  projeds  and  fchemes,  for  managing  affairs  at  fca  to  the  beft 
advantage  for  the  nation.  The  iixth,  and  laft,  treats  of  fifln'ng, 
and  is  intended  to  Ibew  the  infinite  addition  of  wealth  and 
ftrength  it  would  bring  to  England ;  with  fuch  inftruftions  as 
are  nectftary  for  putting  fuch  a  defign  in  execution^. 

The  writing  and  collecting  tliefe  pieces,  were  the  laft  efforts 
of  his  genius)  for  he  died  in  the  month  of  February  1642, 

b  Thefe  tra£l8  are  piinted  in  the  ihird  volume  of  ChutchilPi  collection  of  vovw 
•gei*  It  is  very  p\An,  f<otn  the  prefaces  and  dcdiration:^  the  amhor  ictccced  then 
fur  the  p/efi,  tLui)£.L  he  (!id  a^l  live  to  publfh  ihcm« 

Vol.  I.  4^  being 
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being  in  tbc  73  year  of  his  age,  at  Kyfliwflcf  in  Siiny^  the 
place  he  had  chtiea  fo&  ^  retirement^  and  wherip  he  left  a  na* 
merous  poftcrity''  " 

Asfor  Sir  John  ?enmngton)  Sir  Henry  Marom,  and  fomc 
other  feamen  r^kho  rofe  in  rhis  reign  to  be  admirals,  we  meet 
with  nothing  rel^^tir../  to  them  of  impoitMice  enough  to  deierre 
the  attentioi  of  the  Nmder,  or  which  can  any  way  tend  to  the  • 
enlightening  'is  pat.  jf  our  hiftory;  and  therefore  we  ihall 
conclude  our  jcount  '  t\  rqgn,  with  a  lift  of  the  ihips  add- 
ed to  the  royal  navy  b;  !Cing  Charles  l<. 

Ships.  Mt4  in  harbour.  Men  at  fea. 

Ten  Whelps,  3  ^  (So,  fomc  7# 

The  Henrietta  Pinnace,  \^     3  25 

The  Mary  Pinnace,  3  15 

The  Charles,  ^^9  150 

ITie  Henrietta-Maria>         '^  9  250 

The  James,  '  9  afo 

The  Viftory,  ^        'i9  25a 

The  Leopard,  ^       ^7  170 

The  Swallow,  6y  1^0 

The  Sovereign, 


f  CoIISns^s  peerage  of  Eagland,  vo!.  ir.  p.  ^is.  i  Sir  Vlf.  Monf/Mi'i 

vaval  tracts,  p.  S77. 
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